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that he found him very grateful. Macklin, I suppose, had not 
pressed upon his elevation with so much eagerness, as the 
gentleman who complained of him. Dr. Johnson’s remark as 
to the jealousy entertained of our friends who rise far above us, 
is certainly very just. By this was withered the early friend- 
ship between Charles Town-shend and /'ikeriside; and many 
similar instances might be adduced. ^ 

He said, “It is commonly a _ weak man, who marries for 
love.” We then talked of marrying women of fortune ; and I 
mentioned a common remark, that a man may be, upon the 
whole, richer by marrying a woman with a very small portion' 
because a woman of fortune will be proportionally expensive ’■ 
whereas a woman who brings none will be very "moderate in 
expenses. Johnson. “Depend upon it, Sir, this is not true. 
Awoman of fortune being used to the handling of money,' 
spends it judiciously: but awoman who gets the command 
of money for the first time upon her marriage, has such a 
gust in spending it, that she throws it away with great oro- 
fusion.’’ ° ^ 

He praised the ladies of the present age, insisting that they 
were more faithful to their husbands, and more virtuous in 
CTery respect, than in former times, because their understand 
mgs were better cultivated _ It was an undoubted proof of his 
good sense and good disposition, that he was never querulous 
never prone to inveigh against the present times, as is so 
common when superficial minds are on the fret. On the 
contrary, he was wilhng to speak favourably of his own 
age ; and, indeed, maintained its superiority in everv re- 
spec^ _except_ in its reverence for government ; the relaxation 
of which he imputed, as its grand cause, to the shock which 
our monarchy received at the Revolution, though necessary; 
and secondly, to the timid concessions made to faction by 
successive administrations in the reign of his present Maiestv 
I am happy to think, that he lived to see the Crown at last 
recover its just i.nfluence. 

At Leicester we read in the news-paper that Dr. James was 
dead. _ I thought that the death of an old school-fellow, and 
one with whom he had lived a good deal in London, would 
^ve affected my fellow-traveller much: but he only said, 
Jamy. Afterwards, however, when we were in 
the chaise, he said, with more tenderness, “Since I set out on 

this jaunt, I have lost an old friend and a young one • Dr 

James, and poor Harry,” (meaning Mr. Thrale’s son.) ' 
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Thursday, March 28, we break- 
SiS^? .f at Barnet. I expressed to him a 

weakness of mmd which I could not help ; an uneasy appre- 
tension that my wife and children, who -were at a great dis- 
tance from^me, might, perhaps, be ill. “Six, (said he,)^consider 
how foolish you would think it in them to be apprehensive 
that you are ill.”^ This sudden turn relieved £^0"™ 

’ 1^“'' it to be an ingenious 
laiLcy. I might, to be sure, be satisfied that they had no 

rmrf'f wT5^^ apprehensive about me, because I knew that I 
n pigiit have a mutual anxiety, with- 

out the change of folly ; because each was, in some degree 
uncertain as to the condition of the other. ^ ’ 

I enjoyed the luxury of our approach to London, that 
metiopohs which we both loved so much, for the high and 
varied intellectup pleasure which it furnishes. I experienced 
immediate happiness while whirled along with such a com- 

observed one day at 
General Oglethorpe s, that a man is never happy for the 
present, but whp he is drunk. Will you not addflor when 
dnvmg rapidly in a post-chaise?” Johnson. “No, Sir, you 
rapidly something, or to something.” 

, . , ■ » melancholy, he said, “Some men, and very 

Reynolds is the same all the year round. Beauclerk, except 
When 111 and in pam, is the same. But I believe most men 
have them m the degree m which they are capable of having 
them, if I were in the country, and were distressed by that 

Tftfl’ e^ery time 

i did It I snould find It the easier. Melancholy, indeed, should 

be diverted by every means but drinking.” 

delu 5 .ive ; an'd herce As a concerning health are imaginary and 

his 

me fron/ir/y diildhood® ^ very expressive. It has been familiar to 

cwh. s Kv^)‘rsto‘Cd: ;»> 

*' Why art thou then cast down, my soul? 
v\ nat snould discourage thee? 

why with vexing; tfi&ughts art thou 
Disquieted m me ? ‘ 

b n.4 prt”f«%rStoion '■ 
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We stopped at Messieurs Dillys, booksellers in the Poultry ; 
from whence he hurried away, in a hackney coach, to Mr! 
Thrale's in the Borough. I called at his house in the evening* 
having promised to acquaint Mrs. Williams of his safe return ; 
when, to my surprize, I found him sitting with her at tea, and! 
as I thought, not in a very good .humour : forsJt' seems, when 
he had got to Mr. ThraleX he found . the coach was at the 
door waiting to carry Mrs. and Miss^Thrale, and Signor Baretti 
their Italian master, to Bath. . This' . wa.S' not 'showing the 
attention which might have been expected, to the “Guide 
Philosopher, and Friend the hastened froni 

the country to console a distressed mother, who he understood 
was very anxious for his return. ; They had, ! found, without 
ceremony, proceeded on their intended journey. I was glad to 
understand from .him that it was stili resolved that his tour to 
Italy with Mr. and Mrs. Thrale should, take place, of which he 
had;, entertained, some doubt, on account' of the loss which they 
had suffered ; and his doubts afterwards appeared to be well- 
founded. He observed, indeed very justly,, that “their loss was 
an additional reason for their going ;abroad.:;: and if it had not 
been fixed that he should have been one of the party, he would 
force them out ; but he would not advise them unless his advice 
was asked, lest they might suspect that he .recommended what 
he ^wished on his own account.*’ I ' was not pleased that his 
intimacy with Mr, ^Thrale’s family, though ' it . no ■ doubt ' con- 
tributed much to his comfort and enjoyment, was not without 
some degree of restraint : Not, as has been grossly suggested 
that It was required of him as a task to talk for the entertainment 
of them and their comply j but that he was not quite at his 
ease , which, however, might partly be ©wing to his own honest 
pnde— that dignity of mind which is always jealous of annear- 
mg too compliant 

On Sunday,^ March 31, I called on him, and shewed him as 
a cunosity which I had discovered, his “ Translation of Lobovs 
Account of Abyssinia,** which Sir John Pringle had lent me, it 
being then little known as one of his works. He said “ Take 
no notice of it,** or “don*t talk of it** He seemed to’ think it 
beneath him, though done at six-and-twenty. I said to him 
Your style, Sir, is much improved since you translated this.** 
He answered, with a sort of triumphant smile, “ Sir, I hope 

On Wednesday, April 3, in the morning I found him very 
busy puttmg his books m order, and as they were generally very 


l.v- 
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a pair of^ta’Jge 'gloves luS h on 

appearance put me in mind of my u^df n “h ’ 
tion of him, “A robust geniu^^orn descrip- 

iibranes.” ® “Orn to grapple with whole 

beLS”™ .‘'““k T"''* “ 

John Pringle’s; md he ‘^“oer at 

scientious accuracy of that celphrn <- 0/1 .Pleased with the con- 
rae right as to many of tL f ’^^o set 

Hawkesworth of his Voya<^es accounts given by Dr. 

mth the Captain, I catched the eShuskTrn / ^ 

adventure, and felt a strnno- o^nusiasm of curiosity and 

next voyage. Johnson. “Why &*a*ma/*^ 

considers how very little he Ian \ f ®o, till he 

of A Voy.o. «odL"?e W<SS? 

. ^o®> Sir, but a man is to yuarrf himo^Eir Johnson. 

in general.” 1 said I was Sltal^Zf a thing 

are told by the travellers to the qnmf c 
because they had not enough of the conjecture, 

to understand so much as^thev ^“SJiage of those countries 

unde, toe obsE,v.Stffc,Se "Uf£'1 P' 1 ’'® 

every thing intellectual everv thin ^ 
and religion, must be darkly guessed 

= srid Sti- 

they told none of these things ” ^ gentlemen; 

soS “ wSd? SKr!; ' "?*' 0“ “f >h= 

He was ettock by toe SeSn^f oS? fT ?“ ” 
o»iy to toe 

of our manners was 4nteel that he had acquired 

Mulgrave and he dined oS‘ dat at%rl ^ord 

their backs to the lieht frontinl Streatham; they sat with 

distinctly; and there^as so little of^^ ^ 

tlrothtf 1 
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cerning the Douglas Estate, in which I was one of the counsel, 
was to come on. I brought with me Mr. Murray, Solicitor- 
General of Scotland, now one of the Judges of the Court of 
Session, with the title of Lord Henderiand. I mentioned Mr. 

, Solicitors relation, Lord Charles Hay, with whom. I knew Dr. 
Johnson had been acquainted, Johnson. “ I wrote something 
for Lord Charles ; and I thought he had nothing to fear from 
a court-martial I suffered a great loss when he died ; he was 
a mighty pleasing man in conversation, and a reading man. 
The character of a soldier is high. They who stand forth the 
foremost in danger, for the community, have the respect of 
mankind. An officer is, much more respected than any .other 
., man who has as little money. In a commercial country, money 
will always purchase respect. But you find, an officer, who 
has, properly speaking, no money, is every where well received 
an.d treated with attention. The character of a soldier always 
;stands him in atead.” Boswell. ‘’'Yet, Sir, that 

common soldiers are -worse thought of than other man in the 
same rank in life I such as labourers.” Johnson. “Why, Sir, 
a common soldier is usually a very gross man, and any quality 
■ which, procures respect may be overwhelmed by grossness. ' A. 
man of learning may be so vicious or so ridiculous that you 
cannot respect him. A common soldier too, generally eats 
more than he can pay for. But when a common soldier is 
civil in his quarters, his red coat procures him a degree of 
respect.” The peculiar respect paid to the military character 
in France was mentioned. Boswell. “I should think that 
where military men were so numerous, they would be less 
valued as not being rare.” Johnson. “Nay, Sir, wherever a 
particular character or profession is high in the estimation of a 
people, those who are of it will be valued above other men. 
We value an Englishman high in this countr}?, and yet English- 
men are not rare in it.” 

Mr. Murray praised the ancient philosophers for the candour 
and good humour with which those of different sects disputed 
with each other. Johnson. “Sir, they disputed with good 
humour, because they were not in earnest as to religion. Had 
the ancients been serious in their belief, we should not have 
had their Gods exhibited in the manner we find them represented 
in the Poets. The people would not have suffered it They 
disputed with good humour upon their fanciful theories, because 
they were not interested in the truth of them : when a man has 
nothing to lose, he may be in good humour with his opponent 


II 
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Accordingly yon see in Lucian^ the Epicurean, who argues only 
fiegatiYely, keeps his temper ; the Stoick, .'who has something 
positive to preserve, grows angry. Being, angry with one who 
controverts an opinion which you value, is a necessary con- 
. sequence, of the; uneasiness which you feel.. Every man who 
attacks my belief,' diminishes' in some 'degree my confidence in 
it, and therefore makes me uneasy;, and I am angry^ w.ith. him 
who makes me uneasy. Those only who believed. i.n revelation 
have been angr}^ at having ' their' faith called in question; 
because they only had something ' upon which .they, could- rest 
as matter of fact/' Murray., seems to me that we' are not 
angry at a man for controverting an opinion which we 'believe 
and value; we rather pity him.” Johnson. “Why, Sir,, to be 
sure .when you wish a man to have that belief which you think ' 
is of hiSnite, advantage, you wish well to him ; but your primary 
coBsid.eratioii is your own .quiet. If a madman w'ere to come 
into this room Tfitii.a stick in his., hand, no doubt we ..should 
pity the state of his mind ; but. our primary consideration would 
be to take, care of -ourselves. We should -knock him down first, 
and pity him afterwards. No, Sir, every man will dispute with 
great good humour upon a subject in which he is not interested. 

I will dispute very calmly upon the probability of another man's 
son being hanged; but if, a 'man zealously enforces the. prob-. 
ability that my own son will be hanged, I ;shall- certainly not be 
in a very good hu,mour with Mm.” - I added this illustration, 
“If a man endeavours to convince me that my wife, whom I 
love very much, and in whom I place ’'great confidence, is a' 
disagreeable woman, and, is even , unfaithful to me, I shall .be- 
very angry, for he is, putting me in fear, of being unhappy.”, 
Murray. “But, Sir, truth will -always bear,- an ,exa.miim'tion.” .' 
Johnson. “ Yes,,, Sir, but it is painful to , be forced to defend^ 
it. Consider, Sir, how should you like, -though conscious of 
your innocence, to be tried before a' jury .for- a capital crime, 
■on.ce,. a .week.” 

We talked of education at great schools; the advantages-' 
and disadvantages of which Johnson -.displayed ' in a luminous 
manner ; but his arguments preponderated so much in favour 
of the benefit which a boy of good parts might receive at one 
of them, that I have reason to believe .'^'Mr. - Murray was very 
much influenced by what he had heard to-day,, in his determin- 
ation to send his own son to Westminster ' school — I hate 
acted in the same manner with regard to my^-o-wn two sons ; 
having placed the eldest at Eton, and the second at West- 
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minster. I cannot say which is best. But in justice to both 
those noble seminaries, I with high satisfaction declare, that 
my boys have derived from them a great deal of good, and no 
evil,; '.and I trust they will, like Horace, be grateful to their 
father ' for giving them so valuable an education. ■ ' ■ 

I introduced the topick, which is often ignorantly urged, that, ' 
'the Universities of England are too rich so. that, learning 
does not flourish in them as it would do, if those , who 'teach 
had smaller salaries, and depended on' their assiduity for a 
great ^ part of their income. Johnson. the very reverse 
of this is the truth ; the English Universities are not rich 
enough. Our fellowships are only sufficient' to support a 'man 
during his studies to ht him for the world, and accordingly in 
general they are held no longer than till an opportunity oifers 
of getting away,^^ Now and then, perhaps, there is a fellow 
who grows old in his college; but this is against hiS' will, 
unless he be a man very indolent indeed. A hundred b ,' year 
!s reckoned a good fellowship, and that is no more than is neces- 
sary to keep- a man decently as a scholar. We do not' allow 
our fellows to marry, because we consider academical institu- 
tions preparatory to. a 'Settlement in the world. It is only 
by being employed as a tutor, that a fello'w can obtain any thing 
more than a livelihood. To be sure a man, who has enough 
without teaching, will probably not teach ; for we would all be 
idle if we could. In the same manner, a man who is to get 
nothing by teaching, will not exert himself. Gresham-College 
was intended as a place of instruction for London ; able pro- 
fessors were to read lectures gratis, they contrived to have no 
scholars ; whereas, if they had been allowed to receive but six- 
pence a lecture from each scholar, they would have been 
emulous to have had many scholars. Every body will agree 
that it should be the interest of those who teach to have 
scholars ; and this is the case in our Universities. That they 
are too rich is certainly not true ; for they have nothing good 
enough to keep a man of eminent learning w’ith them "for his 
life. In the foreign Universities a professorship is a high thing. 

It is as much almost as a man can make by his learning ; and 
therefore^ we find^ the most learned men abroad are in the 
Universities, It is not so with us. Our Universities are im- 
poverished of learning, by the penury of their provisions. I 


3, professor in the University of Glasgow. 
Nations, some reflections upon this subject which ar® 
certainly not well founded, and seem to be invidious. 
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wish there were many places^ of a thousand a year at Oxford, 
to keep first-rate men of learning from quitting the University/* 
Undoubtedly V if ^this were the case, Literature would have 
a still greater dignity and splendour at Oxford, and there 
would' be, grander living sources of instruction. 

; I; mentioTO^^ Maclanrin*s uneasiness on account of a 
degree , of ridicule carelessly thrown on his deceased father, in 
'GoMsmith^S; of Animated Nature/' in which that 

celebrated mathematician is represented as being subject to 
fits ■■ of ^ yawning /so violent as to. render him incapable of 
proceeding in his lecture ; a story altogether unfounded, but 
for /he, publication of which the law would give no reparation/ 
This led us to agitate the question, whether legal redress could 
be obtained, even when a man's deceased relation was calum- 
niated in a publication. Mr. Murray- maintained there should 
be reparation,' unless the autliour could' jus-tify himself by proving 
the fact Johnson. ‘*Sir, it is of so much more consequence 
that truth should be told, than that individuals should not be 
made ^ uneasy, that it is much better, that the law does not 
restrain writing freely concerning the characters of the- dead. 
,Da,mages will be given to, a man who is calumniated in his,' 
life-time, because he may be hurt in his 'Worldly interest, or' 
at least hurt in his mi,rid : but the law does,- not regard ,that 
uneas'iness which a man feels on having his - ancestor ' calum-, 
iiiated. That is too nice. Let him deny what is said, -and 
let the matter have a fair chance 'by discussion.. But if a man 
could say, .nothing against a character ..but, what he can prove, 
history ^ could , not be , written j for a- great deal is known of 
men of which proof cannot be brought.,- .' A minister may be ' 
no-torio'usiy, known' to take bribes, and yet you may not be able 
to, prove it'' - , Mr. 'Murray suggested, that -', the authour should 
be obliged to show some sort of evidence, though he would 
not require a strict legal proof : but Johnson firmly and 
resolutely opposed any restraint whatever.: as adverse to a free 
investigation of the characters of mankind." 


1 Dr. Goldsmith was dead before Mi*. Maclaurin discovered the ludicrous errour- But 
Mr._^Nourse, the bockseiler, who was the proprietor of the work, upon being applied to 
by Sir John Pringle, agreed very handsoinely to have the leaf on which it was contained, 

canceHed, and re-printed without it, at his own expence. 

2 What Dr. Johnson has here said, is undoubtedly good -sense: yet I am afraid that ■ 
law, though deiined^ by Lord Coko “the perfection of reason,’’ is not altogether -wUh 
him ; for it is held in the books, that an attack on the reputation even of a dead man, 
may be punished as a libel, because tending to a breach of the peace. There is, however, 

I believe, no modern decided case to that effect. In the King’s Bench, Trinity Term, 
X790, the question occurred on occasion of an indictment, TJus: Kins Topha-m, who, as 
^ propri&tor of a news-paper entitled “ The World,” was found guilty of a libel against 
Earl Cowper, deceased, because certain injurious charges against hta Lordship were 
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_ On Thursday, April 4, having called on Dr. Johnson, I said 
It was a pity that truth was not so firm as to bid defiance to alJ 
attacks, so that it might be shot at as much as people chose to 
attempt, and yet remain unhurt. Johnson. “Then, Sir it 
would not be shot at Nobody attempts to dispute that two 
four : but with contests concerning moral 
truth, human passions are generally mixed, and therefore it 
must ever be liable to assault and misrepresentation.” 

On Friday, April 5, being Good Friday, after bavin? attended 
the morning service at St. Clemenfs church. 1 walked home 
mth Johnson. We talked of the Roman Catholick religion. 
] OHNSON In the barbarous ages, Sir, priests and people were 
equally deceived ; but .afterwards , there were gross corruptions 
.iriti oduced by the clergy, such as indulgeaces to priests to have 
..concubines, aod.the^ worship of images, not, indeed, in,ciilcated., 

... but kn.owingly permitted/' He; strongly censured the licensed : 

stews at Home. ^ Boswell. “So then, Sir, you would allow 
, .ot, no ..irregukr . intercourse, whatever between the .sexes?” 
Johnson. ^ Fo be sure I would not, Sir. I would punish it 
. ... much, mo^ than it is done, and so restxam it In all countries 
fornication, as in all countries there has been 
theft; but there may ba more or less of the one, as well as of 

&t-erwWs*sojtmnfy argued” ieni Mr.^CoLst^wXo^ case was 

oSin^bodllarbeen whose 

higher reverence for the law of En-^land th'»n f h^v/* i/* ® fcisxis a 

help thinking, that prosecution by’indictmJ.it if a ^ deference I cannot 

Justify, must often be very oppressivriin W 

m holding to be judges of law as well’a-? | atn niore and more confirmed 

foundation, which Is the broad and deep busts of r“V ^ ^ ^arrowing its 

weaken the right of primoienltme or 2 ^ 

should the legislature pasf an aS Tn favo^^ 

Scotland, against diminishing the number of the T nr-’.* 

there is 4 e following pubhAed in 1785, 

the matter, I prestxrne to quote : “Th^Turies of EnsSl-fr^- and rational state of 

be misapprehended any more than mv orinrinl^^/r^F P*ucip«e., of rfc:;s.a.:K^i> mav not 
the last man in the Jorif L encoTraae^ ^ ^ 

versely, the opinion of the fudges. On^the cont-arv i f wantonly, or per- 

to the advice they receive *froni the Bench, by whi'ch thev 

forming i^eir <fwn a^inioH ‘ %'hich ‘ and oftmri be web directed in 

tLr,atks. whe^raSduT^ 
decidedly of a diSerent opinion from him * they have 

.hey <uc« i^umi itt cnscunc, to bring in ■> v«dfe ’”>* 


c 
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the other, in proportion to the force of law. All men will 
naturally commit fornication, as all men will naturally steal. 
And, Sir, it is very absurd to argue, as has been often done, 
that prostitutes are necessary to prevent the violent effects of 
appetite from violating the decent order of life; nay, should 
De permitted in order to preserve the chastity of our wives and 
daughters. Depend .upon it, Sir, severe laws, steadily. enforced, 

: woiild,,..be sufficient' . against: .'those evils, 'and. would promote 
marriage. ■ 

stated to him this ■case .'—“Suppose a man has^ a 'daughter,' 
who he .knows has been seduced, but her misfortune is con- 

cealed from the world ? should he keep her in his house ? Would 
he not, by doing so, be accessary to imposition ? And, perhaps, 
a worthy, unsuspecting man might come and marry this woman, 
unless the father inform him of the truth.” Johnson. “Sir, 
he is accessary to no imposition. His daughter is in his house ■ 
and if a man courts her, he talres his chance. If a friend, or, 
indeeci, if any man asks his opinion whether he should marry 
her, he ought to advise him against it, without telling wh)', 
because his real opinion is then required. Or, if he has other 
dpghters who know of her frailty, he ought not to keep her in 
his house. You are to consider the state of life is this ; we are 
to judge ot one another’s characters as well as we can ; and a 
man is not bound in honesty or honour, to tell us the faults of 
his daughter or of himself. A man who has debauched his 
friend’s daughter is not obliged to say to every body— Take 
care of me ; don’t let me into your house without suspicion. I 
once debauched a friend’s daughter. I may debauch yours.” 

Mr. Thrale called upon him, and appeared to bear the loss' 
of his son with a manly composure. There was no affectation 
about Mm ; and he talked, as usual, upon indifferent subjects. 
He seemed to me to hesitate as to the intended Italian tour, on 
which, I flattered myself, he and Mrs. Thrale and Dr. Johnson 
were soon to set out; and, therefore, I pressed it as much as I 
could. I mentioned that Mr. Beauclerk had said, that Baretti, 
whom they were to carry with them, would keep them so long 
in the little towns of his own district, that they would not have 
time to see Rome. I mentioned this to put them on their 
guard. Johnson. “Sir, we do not thank Mr. Beauclerk for 
supposing that we are to be directed by Baretti. No, Sir; Mr. 
Thrale is to go by my advice, to Mr. Jackson,i (the all-knowing) 

^ A gentleman, who, from his extraordinary stores of knowledge, has been styled 
Johnson, I ^ think very properly, altered it to all-knowins:, as it is 
Virium s&knne, appropriated to the Supreme Being. 



sisass^! 
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and get from him a plan for seeing the most that can be seen 
m the time that we have to travel. We must, to be sure, see 
Rome, Naples, Florence, and Venice, and as much more as we 
can.” (Speaking with a tone of animation.) 

^Vhen I expressed an earnest wish for his remarks on Italy, 
he said, “ I do not see that I could make a book upon Italy j 
yet I should be glad to get two hundred pounds, or five hundred 
pounds, by such a work." This shewed both that a journal of 
his Tour upon the Continent was not wholly out of his contem- 
plation, and that he uniformly adhered to that strange opinion 
which his indolent disposition made him utter : “ No man but 
a blockhead ever wrote, except for money.” Numerous in- 
stances to refute this will occur to all who are versed in the 
history of literature. 

He gave us one of the many sketches of character which 
were treasured in his mind, and which he was wont to produce 
quite unexpectedly in a very entertaining manner. “ I lately 
(said he,) received a letter from the East-Indies, from a gentle- 
man whom I formerly knew very well ; he had returned from 
that country with a handsome fortune, as it was reckoned, 
before means were found to acquire those immense sums which 
have been brought from thence of late ; he was a scholar, and 
an agreeable man, and lived very prettily in London, till his 
wife died. After her death, he took to dissipation and gaming, 
and lost all he had. One evening he lost a thousand pounds 
to a gentleman whose name I am sorry I have forgotten. Next 
morning he sent the gentleman five hundred pounds, with an 
apology that it was all he had in the world. The gentleman 
sent the money back to him, declaring he would not accept of 

It ; and adding, that if Mr. had occasion for five hundred 

pounds more, he would lend it to him. He resolved to go out 
^am to the East-Indies, and make his fortune anew. He got 
a considerable appointment, and I had some intention of accom- 
panying him. Ffod I thought then as I do now, I should have 
gone: but at that time, I had objections to quitting England ” 

It was a very remarkable circumstance about Johnson, whom 
shallow observers have supposed to have been ignorant of the 
world, that very few men had seen greater variety of characters * 
and none could observe them better, as was evident from the 
sttong, yet nice portraits which he often drew. I have frequently 
thought tha,t if he had made out what the French call una 
mtalogue ratsonnit of all the people who had passed under his 
observation, it would have afforded a very rich fund of instruction 
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and entertainment. The snddenness with which his accotints of 
some of theni started out in conversation, was not less pleasing 
than, surprising. ,, I" re,member ^h.e once observed to me, “It is 
wonderful, Sir,; what is to be found in London. The most 
Hterarf conversation I , ever enjoyed, was at the table of Jack 
•Itilis, a money-scrivener behind the Royal Exchange, mnth 
whom I at one period used to dine generally once a week/* ^ -■ 

Volumes would , 'be required to contain a list of iiis. numerous 
and vaious acquaintance, : none of whom he ever .forgot ; and 
could describe and discriminate ' them ail with precision and 
vivacity. He associated' with persons the most widely different 
ill manners, abilities, rank, and accomplishments. He was at 
once the companion of the brilliant Colonel Forrester of the 
Guards, who wrote “The Polite Philosopher,** and of the 
aukward aad uncouth Robert Levett; of Lord Thurlow, and 
Mr. Sastres, the Italian master ; and has dined one day with 
the beautifiii, gay, and fascinating Lady Craven, ^ and the 
next with good Mrs. Gardiner, the tallow-chandler, on Snow- 
hill 

On my expressing my wonder at his discovering so much of 
the knowledge peculiar to different professions, he told me, “I 
learnt what I kn^w of law chiefly from Mr. Ballow,® a very able 
man. I learnt some too from Chambers ; but was not so 
teachable then. One is not willing to be taught by a young 
man.” When I expressed a wish to know more about Mr. 
Bailow, Johnson sai^, “ Sir, I have seen him but once these 
twenty years. The tide of life has driven us different ways.” I 

^ ^ Jast of that profession called ScHvtfUfrSf which Is 

one ot the London companies, but of which the business is no longer carried on 
separatei>% hut is transacted by ittoniics and others. He was a man of literature and 
talents, tie was_ the authour of a Hudibrastick version of Maphwus’s Canto, in addi« 
tipn to ti.e db.peid ; of .some poens in Dodsley’s collectioas ; and various other small 
pieces ; but being a very modest uan, never put his name to any thing. He .shewed 
rae a yarislation which ^he bad ma4e of Ovid's Epistles, very prettily done. There iS' 
a good eni^aved portrait of him by Pether, from a picture by Fry, which hangs in the 
hall 01 the Scriveners comp.any. I visited him October 4, 1790, in his ninety-third year, 
and fourai his judgement distinct and dear, and bis memory, though faded so as to fail 
him occasional ty, yet, as he assured rm, and I indeed perceived, able to serve him very 
well, aiterahttte recollection. It wms agreeable to observe, that he was free from the 
discontent and fre^tulness which too often molest old age. He in the summer of that year 
walked to Rotberhitbe, where he dmed, and walked home in the evening. He died on 
'„the''3ist of December, 1791. ' ■ ' ' ■ : 

Lord Macartney, who ’.vitb^his other distinguished qualities, is rein.arkable also for 
an elegant pleasantry, told me that he met Johison at Lady Craven ’.s, and that he seemed 
jealous of any interference : “ So, (said his Lordship, smiling,) I ke^i back*' 

There is an account of him in Sir John Hawkins's Life of Johnson, p. 244. 

[Mr. Thomas Kal'.ow wivs autbour of an excellent Trkatise of Equity, printed 
anonymously in 2742, and lately republished wi'jh very valuable additions, by John 
Fonbianquft, Esq. 

hir. Bailow died suddenly in London, July ad, 1782,, aged seventy -five, and is mentioned 
In the Gentleman’s Magazine for that year as ^eatGreek Scholar and famous, for . hi® ■' 
fcaowiedgc of the old philosophy." — M.J 
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was soriy at the time to hear this; but whoever quifs th« 
creeks of private connections, and fairly gets into the great 
ocean of London, will, by imperceptible degrees, unavodablv 
experience such cessations of acquaintance. ’ 

My knowledge of physick, (he added,) I learnt frcm Dr. 
^ames, whom I helped in writing the proposals or his 
Dictionary, and also a little in the Dictionary itself.i I also 
tearnt from Dr. Lawrence, but was then grown more stubborn " 
A curious mciaent happened to-day, while Mr. Thrae and I 
®at witn him. Francis announced that a large packae was 
brought to him from the post-office, said to i^ave ccme from 
■USDon, ana it was charged seven pounds, ten shillr.s's. He 
would not receive it, supposing it to be some trick, lor did he 
even look at it. But upon enquiry afterwards he foind that i; 
was a real packet for him, from that very friend in the East- 
indies of whom he had been speaking ; and the ship which 
^med It havin^g come to Portugal, this packet, witi ethers. h.sd 
been put into the post-office at Lisbon. ' 

1 mentioned a new gaming-club, of which Mr. Beaaclerk had 
given me an account, where the members played to a desperate 
“I^epend upon it, Sir, this is mere" talk." 
H/w IS ruined by gaming? You will not find six instances in 
an age. fhere is a strange rout made about deep play ; whereas 
you have many more people ruined by adventurous trade, and 

T ^S«n3t it.” Thraie. 

l ne*t- may be few people absolutely rained by deep plav • 

their circumstances by it." 

i^enr” T i!” kinds of 

expence. I had heard him talk once before in t!ie same 

manner ; and at Oxford he said, “ he vished he bad learned to 
£ at cards.” The truth, however, fe, that he lov^ to dispkv 
his ingenudy m aigument; and thcKfore would sometimes iii 
conversation maintain opinions which he was sensible were 
“ supporting which, his reasoning and wit would be 
most conspicuous. He would begin thus : “ IVhy, Sir as to 
the good or evil of card-playing-—” “Now, (said Garrick 1 he 
IS thinking which side he shall take.” He appeared to have a 
contradiction, especially when any opinion whatever 
y"* “ confidence; so that there was 

MorIn^"^rl!Th °f Religion and 

Morality, that he might not have been incited to argue, either 


tor or against. Lord Eiibank ^ had the 'highest admiration ot 
ms powers, ^ He once^ observed to. me, .^..Whatever.v.opiniQu- 
johiisop.^maintainSj i. ^vill not . say that he convinces ■ me y 
never fails to shew me, that he has good reasons for it.’^ I 
have heard Johnpn pay his^Lordship this high compliment : 

d never. was,, in. Lord Elibank^'s company ivithoiit learning'' 
something.” .. ■ , ® 

^ We sat together till it was too late for the afternoon service, 
Tiirale^ said, he had come with intention, to go to church with 
us. We weiit^ at ^ seven to evening prayers at St. Clement’s 
ciiurch, after having drank coffee; -an indulgence, which I 
,uiiderstood , Johnson .yielded to on this occasion, in coaiplimeiit ' 
to Thrale. 

On Sunday, April 7, Easter-day, after having been at St. 
.Pauls cathedral, i came to Dr, Johnson, according to my usuai 
custom. It seemed to me that there, was. always something 
peculiarly mild and placid in his manner upon this holy festival 
the commemoration of the most joyful event in the history 
of oiir world, the resurrection of our Lord and Saviour, 
who, having triumphed over death and the grave, proclaimed 
Immortality to mankind. 

, repeated to him an argument of a lady of my acquaintance,' ' 
who maintained,, that her husband’s,haviiig.'been guilty of num-.'' 
beriess iniideiities, released,, her from conjugal obligations, 
because ti'iey were reciprocal Johnson. This is miserable 
stuff, Sir, To the contract of marriage, besides the man and 
wife, „, there, is, a third party— Society ; .and 'if it be considered as 
a vow— God : and, therefore, it cannot be dissolved by their 
consent alone. Laws are not made for particular cases, but 
for men in general. A woman may be ..unhappy with " her hus- 
band ; but she^ cannot be freed from him without the approba- 
tion of the civil and ecclesiastical ■ power. A man may be 
unhappy, because he is not so rich as another ; but he is not 
to seize upon another’s property with Ms own hand.’’ 
Boswell. But, Sir, this lady does not want that the contract 
should be dissolved ; she only argues that she may indulge her- 
self in gallantries with equal freedom as her husband does, pro- 
vided she takes care not to introdu ce. a. spurious issue 'intO': his 
family. ¥ou know, Sir, what Macrobius' Idas ' told of Julia.” ^ 
Johnson. This lady of yours, Sir, I think, is very lit for a 
brothel” ^ 

1 Patrick, Lord Eiibank, who died In 1778. 

S nisi navi LiK si. c. vi 
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"Dictionary of Ancient 
Geography, came m. He mentioned that he had been 
forty years absent from Scotland. “ Ah, Boswell ! (said Tohn- 
son, stnilmg,) what would you give to be forty vears from 
Scotland ? ’■ I said, “ I should not like to be so long absS 
from the seat of my ancestors.” This gentleman, Mrs! 

. , Willi2,roSj and Mr. Levett dined with us, 

T ^ remark, which both Mr. Macbean and 

thought new. It was this : that “ the law against usury is for 
the protection of creditors as well as debtors ; for if there were 
no such check, people would be apt, from the temptation of 
great interest, to lend to desperate persons, by whom they 

ilSsheil -'TfT there are instances of 

fnr ‘ ^ injudiciously sunk their fortunes 

atinuitie^ which, after a few years, ceased to be paid, 
A?* of the ruined circumstances of the borrower ” 

Mrs. Williams _was very peevish; and I wondered at Tohn- 
sons patience with her now, as I had often done on similar 
occasions. The truth is, that his humane consideration of the 
forlorn _ and indige.nt state in which this lady was left by her 
father, induced him to treat her with the utmost tenderness 

some^r^^s ro procuring her amusement, so as 
to incommode many of his friends, by carrying her 
with him to their houses, where, from her manner of ej h|, S 
consequence of her blindness, she could not but ofend th“ 
delicacy of persons of nice sensations. 

After coffee, we went to afternoon service in St. Clement’s 
awN the street as we walked 

^ ‘here was no civilised country 

Se the misery of want in the lowest classes of 

the people was prevented. Johnson. “ I believe, Sir, there is 
not; but it is better that some should be unhappy than that 

sTate o“lity^” ^ 

When the service was ended, I went home with him and 
wf * by ourselves. He recommended Dr. Cheyne’s 

~°So he I ‘bought Cheyne had been reckoned whimJical. 

i.d S-eZAu,.’-’ '»°‘= ■>” 

Upon the question whether a man who had been guilty of 


21 




V 67 

vicious actions would do well to force himself into solitude and 
sadness/^ Johnson. : No, , Sir, unless it prevent him from 
^ being VICIOUS" again. With some' people, gloomy penitence is 
only madness turned upside down. A man may be gloomy, 
ti 1, in order to be relieved from gloom, he has recourse aeain 
to criminai indulgencies. ® 

^On Wednesday, April 10 , 1 .dined with him at Mr. ThraleV 
where , Mr. Murphy and some other company. Before 
dinner,, ' Dr. Johnson and I passed some, time by ' ourselves. I' 
was sorry to find it was now resolved that the proposed jouraev 
to Italy should not take place_ this year. He said, “I am dis- 
appointed, to be sure; but it is not a great disappointment.” I 
wondered to see him bear, with a philosophical calmness, what 
would have made most people peevish and fretful. I perceived 
however, that he had so warmly cherished the hope of enioyinv 
classical scenes, that he could not easily part with the scheme^ 
for he said, “I shall probably contrive to get to Italy some 
other way. But I won’t mention it to Mr. and Mrs. Thrale, as 
It might yex them.” I suggested, that going to Italy might 
have done Mr. and Mrs. Thrale good. Johnson. “ I rather 
believe _ not, Sir.^ IVhile grief is fresh, every attempt to divert 
only irritates, ^ou must wait till grief be digested, and then 

amusenpnt will dissipate the remains of it.” 

At dinner, Mr. Murphy entertained us with the history of 
Mr. Joseph Simpson, a schoolfellow of Dr. Johnson’s, a bar- 
f good parts, but who fell into a dissipated course 

o.F life, incompatible with that success in his profession which 

•lie oocc .piad, and would otherwise have deservedly roaintained*' 
yet tie still preserved a dignity in his deportment. He wrote a 
tragedy on the story of Leonidas, entitled “ The Patriot.'" He 
,p.ad it to^a .company of lawyers, who found so many faults that"' 
lie wrote it over again : so then there were two tragedies on the 
same subject and with the same title. Dr. Johnson told us 
tnat one of them was still Jn his possession. ■ . This very piece 
was, after his death, published by some person who had been 
apout him, and, for the sake of a little hasty profit, was falla- 
ciously advertised, so as to make it 'be believed to have been 
writteipby Johnson himself. 

I said, I ^disliked the custom which some people had of 
bringing their children into company,, because it .in a manner ' 
forced us to pay foolish compliments to please their parents 
Johnson. “You are right, Sir. We may be excused for not 
caring much about other people's children, for there are many 
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S°a?'E» “ ™y b. Ob. 

S IV ^ U°““ engaged in business, or from 

ttieir course ot life m whatever way, seldom see their rWWr^rT 

Shedl toeTcS'ld”'* “At tet,I „,i 

o-fK 

&noma^. and; be. expressed Pis disaDnml-v-'flrm “ 

”'KK/s&“f.*Xsr£ ' 

■»«. -hid., I .Lk, s “ ' ™'‘“ “E“>« H*‘- 

Nor that slow drudg’e i 
Flatman, who Cowley i 
And rides a jaded Muse 

I like to recollect all the passages that I hea 
It stiainps a value on them. 

^?Ss|y£^£Spsssi 

employment among the booksellers was enfSti-? lively fellow, and then aolidtin-v 
5d° nsTJ r’v igended to make only four votuie? diction of the 

dramottn* to Supply occasinnin^ e;i}>unge, or 

^ther^ useful in striking out the Jacobitical performed. He wx^ 

wherever he cS hrL ?hl which Shiels S 

work appeared, after all. %»'erv doi^btfiti i.,« , them m : — ^and as the snrcp^tc nf < 4 - . 

naunicat'^^ by friends to the undertakinfr • -vn^ f ^‘-st Lives in the work beine cort?. 

was prevented ffJi^ndinritX J^e'wote ’Cibber 

c»w.“ .'5,3'iass fessn";"?' “tssf s !i? 



-rd Johnson repeat : 
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man, one of his amanuenses. “The booksellers, (said he,) 
gave Theophilus Cibber, who was then in prison, ten guineas to 
allow i/r. Cibber to be put upon the title-page as the authour; 
by this, a double imposition was intended : in the first place, 
that it was the work of a Cibber at ail : and, in the second 
place, that it was the work of old Cibber." 

Mr. Murphy smd, that The Memoirs of Gray’s Life set 
him mucn higher in his estimation than his poems did j for you 
there saw a man constantly at work in literature.” Johnson 
acquiesced in tnis j but depreciated the book, I thought very 
unreasonaoly. For he said, “ I forced myself to read it, only 
because it was a common topic of conversation. I found it 
mighty dull ; and, as to the style, it is fit for the second table.” 
Why he thought so I was at a loss to conceive. He now gave 
it as his opinion, that “ Akenside was a superiour poet both to 
Gray and Mason.” 

Talking of the Reviews, Johnson said, “ I think them very 
impartial : I do not know an instance of partiality.” He men- 
tioned what had passed upon the subject of the Monthly and 
Critical Reviews, in the conversation with which his Majesty 
had honoured him. He expatiated a little more on them 
this evening. “The Monthly Reviewers (said he) are not 
Deists; but they are Christians with as little Christianity as may 
be ; and are for pulling down all establishments. The Critical 


pi Mime aiiaition co me twentj; guineas which he had received, and for which his receipt 

,.s now m .ne ’Jooicselisrs aanas. e are farther, assured, that he actually obtained an 
.Additional sum ; when ae. soon after, fin the vear rweft V 


i f T-k -I J passengers, among wJaom was 

Earl m progheda, with many otiier persons of con.sequence and property. 

X dsisign of making the compilement pass for work of old Mr, 

, ubber, the charges seem to have been founded on a somewhat uncharitable construction. 
A'« are assured that tue thought was not harboured bv some of the 


sincere regard to that sacred principle of Truth, to which Dr. Johnson so rigidly 
aanei^d, according to the best of ins knowledge ; and which, we beiteve, 
wouldpave prevailed on aim to violate. In regard to the matter, which we now dismiss, 
ae hao, no doubt, been misled by partial and wrong mforxnation : Shiels W3.s the Doctor's 


me very sausiaccory. It ,, IS, However, to be observed, that the 
story toid by Johnson does not rest solely upon my record of his conversation; for he 
nimselt has published it m his life of Hammond, where he says, "the manuscript ofSbids 
IS now m my possession. Very probaWy he had trusted to Shieis’s word, and never 
looiced^ at It so as to compare it with The Lives of the Poets,” as published under Mr. 
lubber s naiiie. \Vhat became of that manuscript I know not. I should have liked much 
to examine it. I suppose it was thrown into the in that impetuous combustion of 
papers, which Johnson, I think, rashly executed when 
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“ Oi^rch 

... . , j,.. often:: review : ■with- 

; but lay ,:Hold ■ : 0 f a topickf a 
The Montlilj Eeviewers 
read the books, through/^ ■ 

authoui* ; 
ig; his . History, 
■as if (iaughiiig), 
than"„'himse!,f.”:: 
was '.kept ' back 
This; seems, 
anxiety, bul 
its, cbance.'^^ 

, ^ you felt 

ni, 1 do not recollect a time 

proportion of bad pa^rs in the iTalf of 
not written by Addisonyfor^rere":^^^^^^^^^^ 

ret not ajalf of that half is good, ol ir 
« * js the pj 

it talked of. It was wr 
He would not, I perceir 
fas candid enough to alh 

• Mr. Murphy said, he 

were several people alive in Londc 
:_.e reputation merely from having 
The Stator. ’ He mentioned particula 
1 to frequent Tom’s coffee-house “B’ 
must consider how highly Steele speaks 
— d not allow that the paoer on OflrrxTirtc 


Reviewers are for r — - 1 

and state.' The Critickl Revlewersfl beTieva 
out reading the books through 
wnte chiefly from their own minds, 
are duller men, and are glad to i 
He talked of Lord Lyttelton’s extreme anxietv ■ 
obsemng that “he was thirty years in preparin' 
and Aat he employed a man to point it for him - 1 
Mother man could point his sense better’ 
Mr. Murphy said, he understood his history 
several years for feax of Smollett. Johnson 
strange to Murphy and me, who never felt that 

Stale 

AIRS. iHRALE. The time has been. Sir when 

Johnson. “Why really, Mada " ’ ’ 

when that was the case.” 

Talking of “ The Spectator,” 
there is such a 
which 1 — -- 
to write that half, j-' 

the finest pieces in the English la’nOTMe 
Novelty, yet we do not hear - ■ 

Grove, a dissenting feacIierP 
him a ckrpman, though he w 
great merit to his composition, 
bered when there rcr 
enjoyed a considerable 
a paper in 
Ince, who used 
Johnson,} you r 

Ince.” He would notTlLV^aTtri^™ 
to tmvel signed Philip Homebred, which 
written by the Lord Chancellor HardwickrL 
said. “It was quite vulgar, and had nothS taS 
Johnson mentioned Dr. Barry’s ^ System of P 
was a „,an (said he.) who had MquiJed a Mg! 

S?h him r/ brought 

wth him, but had not great success. His not 

pulsation occasions death by attrition ; and that 

way to preserve life is to reird pulsatiom S’, 

Monthly and Critical Re, 

a Sir Edward Bany, Baronet. 
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pulsation is strongest in infants, and tbat we increase in growth 
while It operates in its regular course ; so it cannot be the cause 
of destruction. Soon after this, he said something very 
flattering to Mrs. Thrale, which I do not recollect ; but it con- 
cluded with wishing her long life. “ Sir, (said I,) if Dr. Barry’s 
system be true, you have now shortened Mrs. Thrale’s life 
peAaps, some minutes, by accelerating her pulsation.” 

_ On Thursday, April 1 1, I dined with him at General Paoli’s 
m whose house I now resided, and where I had ever afterwards 
the honour of being entertained with the kindest attention as 
his constant guest, while was in London, till I had a house 
oi my own there. I mentioned my having that morning intro- 
duced to Mr. Garnck, Count Neni, a Flemish Nobleman of 
great rank and fortune, to who.m Garrick talked of Abel Drug|2rer 
as a smuil part; and related, with pleasant vanity, that a 
J^rencnman, who had seen him in one of his low characters 
exclaimed, Comment ! je ne kcrois pas, Ce n'est pas Monsieur 

(jrarnck, ce Grand Mbmme / Garrick added, with an appear- 
anceof grave recollection, I were to begin life again, I 
think I should not play those low characters.” Upon which I 
observed, ‘Sir, you would be in the wrong; for your great 
excellence is your variety of playing, your representing so well 
characters so very different” Johnson. ‘^Garrick, Sir, was 
not m earnest m what he said ; for, to be sure, his peculiar 
excellence is his variety; and, perhaps, there is not any one 
character which has not been as well acted by somebody else 
as he could do it” Boswell. «\¥hy then, Sir, did he talk 
Johnson. Why, Sir, to make you answer as you did,” 
Boswell. I don’t know, Sir; he seemed to dip deep into 
his mmd for the rejection.’’ Johnson. “He had not far to 
before thing, probably, twenty times 

Of a nobleman raised at a very early period to high office, 
he said, ; His parts, Sir, are pretty well for a Lord ; but would 
not be distinguished in a man who had nothing else but his 
parts. 

A journey to Italy was still in his thoughts. He said, “A 
man ^ who has not been in^ Italy, is always, conscious of an 

imerionty, his not having seen what it is expected a 
should see. The grand object of travelling is to see the shores 
of the Mediterranean. On those shores were the four great 
Empires of the world; the Assyrian, the Persian, the Grecian, 
and the Roman. — All our religion, almost all our law, almost 
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all our arts, almost all that sets us above 
us from the shores of the Medii 
observed, that “The Medi' 
subject for a poem.” 

We talked of translation. I said I 
could I think of a similitude "■ ’ 

to me the translation of 
Johnson, 


;vages, has 
:errahean.” The 

■ would ''be 

„ could 'iiotde 

to illustrate it; but that 

,, poetry could be only 

You may translate books of 
\ pu may also translate history, in so far as it'i. 
with oratory, which is poetical. P, 
translated ; and, therefore, it is 
languages; for we would not be at the 
language, if we could have all that i: 
well in a translation. But as the beauties of 
be preserved m any language except that 
originally written, we learn the language.” 

A gentleman maintained that the art of i 
real Earning, by disseminating idle writi 
If It had not been for the art of printing 
no learning at all; for books would hav 
tney could have beeo transcribed.’^ T 
not just, considering for how many ages 
by writing alone, ^ ® 

The same gentleman maintained, that 
knowledge ^ong a people was a disadvrato-T; 
the vu gar rise above their humble sphere To- 
while knowledge is a distinction, those So 
It will naturally rise above those who are not 
and write was a distinction at first ; but 
md witing have become general, the c 


science : exactly, 
not embeliished 
'oetry, indeed, cannot be 
the^ poets that, .preserve 
trouble to learn a 
is written in it Just as 
poetry cannot 
in which was 


perished faster than 
:iis' observation -seems' 
.books- were preserved 

a general diffusion; of 
_ for 'll made'' 
Johnson,' - “''.Sir, 
are possessed of 
'Merely' to read ' 

we. . see when reading 
‘ommon people keen 

Johosoo s«d, ..Thomson h,d s fSdcluSs, £ 

Fmc, and Italy altme produce J” and modern languSS 
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power of viewing every thing in a poetical light. His fault is 
such a cloud of words sometimes, that the sense can hardly 
peep through. Shiels, who compiled ‘ Cibber’s Lives of the 
Poets, was one day sitting with me. I took down Thomson, 
and read aloud a large portion of him, and then asked,— Is 

« vvfn expressed the highest admiration, 

neii, biiy (saiaj,) I baTe'OBiitted every other 
I related a dispute between Goldsmith and Mr. Robert 
Lodsley, one day when they and I were dining at Tom 
■Daviess, in 1762. Goldsmith asserted, that there was no 
poetry produced in this age. Dodsley appealed to his own 
(-.ohection, and maintained, that though you could not find a 
pa ace like Dryden’s “Gde on St. CeciUa’s Day,” you had 
villages composed of very pretty houses ; and he mentioned 
paiticularly The Spleen.” Johnson. “ I think Dodsley 
gave up the question. He and Goldsmith said the same 
tiling ; only he said it in a softer manner than Goldsmith did : 
tor ne acknowledged that there was no poetry, nothing that 
towered above the common mark. You may find wit and 
humour in verse, and yet no poetry. ‘ Hudibras ’ has a pro- 
fusion of tnese ; yet it is not to be reckoned a poem. * The 
Spleen, in Dodsley’s collection, on which you say he chiefly 
rested, IS not poetry.” Boswell. “Does not Gray’s poetry, 
oir, tower above the common mark?*' Johnson. **Yes 
Sir ; but we must attend to the difference between what --men ■ ’ 
m general cannot do if they would, and what every man may ■ 
do if he would. Sixteen-string Jack^ towered above the 
common mark” Boswell. “Then, Sir, what is poetry?” 
Johnson, ^hy, Sir, it is much easier to say what it is not. 
Ae&UAwa> what light is ; but it is not easy to fe// what it is.” 

Op .Briday, April 12, I dined with him at our friend Tom 
Davies s where we met Mr. Cradock, of Leicestershire, authour 
ot /.obeide, a tragedy ; a very pleasing gentleman, to whom 
m^y friend Dr. .f arnier’s very excellent Essay on the Learning 
of Shakspeare IS addressed; and Dr. Harwood, who has 
wntten and published various works ; particularly a fantastical 
tianslatmn ol phe New Testament, in modem phrase, and with 

« ! ^istotle’s doctrine in his “ Art of Poetry,” of 

the Ka&apa-K T<Sv mOrifidriov, the purging of the passions,” as 

1 See Note, p. 22, &C. 

atto times tric4 and aco^nitted, was 
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the purpose of tragedy.^ « But how am • 

" "■' rT® “f ‘■"'2"® ™h.oS|S ZS 

LubtfS'TeCiriSoS'T 

S*»n“r'?ta'‘i;T “““' ''“ 

IS a noble passion; but by seeing upon the sta?e that a^! “ 

a passion., Ig the same manner a certain deo-ree of 
IS necessarv : but if wp « uc^roc or resentment 

o“is ’.£' a";s;ir“ 

Othello’s mind. JoHNSorr “ In the first i ^ ®5^Sg6sted to 

from ‘ Othello ’ this very useful moTal nn t?''^’, 

match ; in the second place we Varn’ nn^ ! “ unequal 

to suspicion. The hLdtechiJf is nSrdy T friS° th 
a very pretty trick; but there are etK ^ ‘ ^ though 

reasonable suspicion exceot w+st f« ^ ^ f circumstances of 

warm expressiLs nl h lago of Cassio’s 

that depended entirX “^on^fe 

Johnson said, “ Si^he^is’LinoisTof s °“k ^*3i'“'"“oice, 
as from impotence to spend hk avarice, 

his heart to pour out a bottle of -i- hud in 

care if it should sS.’’ umch 

conectlt’^\:tsfJrZ"^^^^^^ Critical Works” 

seemed to think ot&f" ^r. Johnson 

4?£Z!1“ *' P™f«^or a. 
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Davies said of a well known dramatick authour, that “he 
lived ^upon potted stoyies^ and that he made his way as 
Hannibal did, by vinegar j having begun by attacking people, 
particularly the players.” 

He reminded Dr. Johnson of Mr. Murphy’s having paid 
him the highest compliment that ever was paid to a layman, 
by asking his pardon for repeating some oaths in the course 

of telling a story. ' 

Johnson and I supped this evening at the Crown and 
Anchor tavern, in company with Sir Joshua Reynolds, Mr. 
IjEngton, Mr. Nairne, now one of the Scotch Judges, with the 
title of Lord Dunsinan, and my very worthy friend^ Sir William 
Forbes, of Pitsiigo. 

We discussed the question, whether drinking improved 
conversation and benevolence. Sir Josbua maintained it did. 
Johnson. “No, Sir: before dinner men meet with great 
inequality of understanding ; and those who are conscious of 
their inferiority, have the modesty not to talk. When they 
have drunk wine, every man feels himself happy, and loses 
tliat modesty, and grows impudent and vociferous: but he is not 
improved : he is only not sensible of his defects.” Sir Joshua 
said the Doctor was talking, of the effects of excess in wine ; but 
that a moderate glass enlivened the mind, by giving a proper 
circulation to the blood. “ I am, (said he,) in very good spirits, 
when I get up in the morning. By dinner-time I am exhausted ; 
wine puts me in the same state as when I got up : and I am sure 
that moderate drinking makes people talk better.” Johnson. 
“No, Sir; wine gives not light, gay, ideal hilarity; but 
tumultuous, noisy, clamorous merriment. I have heard none 
of those drunken,— nay, drunken is a coarse word, — none of 
those p/wus flights.” Sir Joshua. “Because you have sat 
by, quite sober, and felt an envy of the happiness of those who 
were drinking.” Johnson. “Perhaps, contempt— And, Sir, 
it is not necessary to be drunk one’s self, to relish the wit of 
drankenness. Do we not judge of the drunken wit of the 
dialogue between lago and Cassio, the most excellent in its 
kind, when we are quite sober? Wit is wit, by whatever 
means it is produced ; and, if good, will appear so at all times, 

I admit that the spirits are raised by drinking, as by the 
common participation of ^ny pleasure : cock-fighting, or bear- 
baiting, will raise the spirits of a company, as drinking does, 
though surely they will not improve conversation. I also 
admit, that there are some sluggish men who are improved by 
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are not good till they are 

StoowH S -^r^® ^®®K ^ r'^ ^^0 were 

improved by dnnking ; but I maintain that 1 am right as to 

that'^tlil® ° drinking in general: and let it be considered 
&at there is no position, however false in its universality 
particular man.” Sir William Forbe^’ 
-md, Might not a man warmed with wine be like a bottle of 

“ Nava'S ’l fire ? ”- 

is ^^^ehrng,) 1 cannot answer that: that 

I observed, that wine did some people harm, by inflamino- 
ormoLr’ Ti ““ds; but that the esnerienre 

W0N“‘‘si T m favour of moderate drinking" 

JOHNoON. Sir, I do not say it is wrong to produce self 
omplacOTcy by dnnking ; I only deny that it Lproves the 
mind. When I drank wme, I scorned to drink it when in 
company. I have drunk many a bottle by mysdf i^the 
pi«e, because I had need of it to raise m, spirits - “ SS 

SS »»'»<>)' •■> "to® its 

He told us, “almost aU his Ramblers were TOtten iust as 
they were wanted for the press; that he seS a cSsl 

wSle°°the^ f ^ r remainder 

-esolutti, adre-ld^SSS 

tTOT^*half'The®‘"°T’'-™P"®®f‘°“- inclina- 

so hem is but one haTf tne attention : 

o mere is but one half to be employed on what we rpiA ’> 

without 

PP o- -He said, if a man begins to read in the middle of 

,0^ the hePotne 

Amelia was the mo.st pleasing heroi^ of ail the If 

Rose npw cured, mmed the sale of th^uX^I 

fi:jjhlishedJ betir4es one morning/a^new^^dh on 

Ansicbotss, p, s 3*,—M.J eawion was called for before night' 
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E bookj Ewd feds eq to. go- oi3> let- lii'tii iiot' c|iiit 'it,,, 

to go to the beginning. He may perhaps not feel again the 
mcimation/^ 

^ Sir Jodma mentioned Mr. Cumberland's Odes, which were 
lost published. Johnson. Why, Sir, they would have been 
thought as good as Odes commonly are, if Cumberland had 
not put his iiaiiie to them ^ but a name immediately draws 
, censiiie, unless ,, it be a, name .that-, bears-, down every -tiling 
before it. Nay, Cuiiiberland has made' his . Odes - subsidiary 'to - 
the fame of another man.^ They might have run well enough 
by themselves ; but he has not only loaded them with a name, 
but has made them carry double.” 

We talked of the Reviews, and Dr. Johnson spoke of them 
as he did at Thrale’s;^ Sir Joshua said, what I have often 
thought, that lie wondered to find so much good ' writing - 
employed in them, when ^ the authours were to remain unknown, 
and so could not have the" motive of fame. - ■ Johnson.' Nay,' ' 
Sir, those who write in -them, write well in order to be paid well” 

Soon after this day, he went to Bath with Mr. and Mrs. 
Thrale. I had never seen , that beautiful city, and wished to 
take the opportunity of visiting it, while Johnson was there. 
Having written to him, I received the following answer. 

: “To, James., Boswell, .Esq. 

**DKAR.. ’SIR, ■ 

. “ Why do you .talk of neglect ? When did I neglect yon ? 

Ii you will come to Bath, we shall ail be glad to see you. Come, 
therefore, as soon as you can, 

“But I have a little business for you at London. Bid 
Francis look in the paper drawer of the chest of drawers in my 
bed-chamber, for two cases ; one for the Attorney-General, and 
one for the Solicitor-General They lie, I think, at the top of 
my papers ; otherwise they are somewhere else, and will give 
me more trouble. 

“ Please to write to me immediately, if they can be found. 
Make my compliments to all our friends round the world, and 
to Mrs. Williams at home. 

“ I am, Sir, your, &c. 

“Sam. Johnson.” 

“ Search for the papers as soon as you can, that, if it is 
necessary, I may write to you again before you come down.” 

1 Mr. Romney, the painter, who has now deservedly established a high reputation. 

® Page 23 oi thw volume, & ^ 
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, April, I went to Bath ; and on my arrival at 

me Pelican ino, found lying for me an obliging invitation from 

Mr. and Mrs. Thrale,_by whom I was agreeably entertained 
almost OTnstantly during my stay. They were gone to the 
rooms : but there was a kind note from Dr. Johnson, that he 
should sit at home all the evening. I went to him directly, and 
before Mr. and Mrs. Thrale returned, we had by ourselves some 
hours of tea-drinking and talk. 

shaU group together such of his sayings as I preserved 
during the few days that I was at Bath. 

Of a person who differed from him in politicks, he said, “ In 
pnvate life he is a ve^ honest gentleman ; but I will not allow 
him to be so in publick life. People may be honest, thouo-h 
they are doing wrong : that is, between their Maker and them. 
But we, who are suffering by their pernicious conduct, are to 

destroy them. We are sure that acts from interest. We 

know what his genuine principles were. They who allow their 
passions to confound the distinctions between right and wrono- 
are criminal. They may be convinced; but they have not 
come honestly by their conviction.*^ 

It having been mentioned,^ I know not with what truth, that 
a certain female political writer, whose doctrines he disliked 
had of late become very fond of dress, sat hours together at her 
toilet, and even put on rouge Johnson. *'She is better 
employed at her toilet, than using her pen. It is better she 
should be reddening her own cheeks, than blackening other 
people*s characters.” ^ 

He told us that “Addison wrote BudgelPs papers in the 
spectator, at least mended them so much, that he made them 

M?, Tonson’s partner, assured 

Mrs. Johnson, that the much admired Epilogue to ' Thp 
Distressed Mother,’ which came out in BudgelKamJwJte 
reahty wntten by Addison.” ’ 

“ The mode of government by one may be ill adapted to a 
smaU society, but is best for a great nation. The characteristick 
of our own government at present is imbecility. The magistrates 
<i^e not call the guards for fear of being ha^ed. The^Ss 

.,.1 friends, he observed, “ He never 

hTS ions, by filtrating them through other minds. 

He had a canal upon his estate, where at one place the bank 

was too low,-— I dug the canal deeper,” said he. 
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^ me that ‘so long ago as 174S he had read 

frim I differed 

i’ 1 >s not equal throughout, and is 

seljm elegantly correct, it abounds in solemn thought, and 

dflerS beyond the common reach. The world has 

^ passed through man? 

of mind much read by people of a serious cast 

h; fortune was mentioned, as one who 

nf ^;^^by no means “by stealth,” and instead 

Tohmson^^t 1? fame,” acted evidently from vanity, 

fi-nm Ka ' / beings who do as much good 

„ ™ benevolence, as she does from whatever motive. If there 
under the earth, or in the clouds, I wish they would 
come up, or come down. What Soame Jenyns says upon this 
subject is not to be minded; he is a wit. No, ^ Sir; to act 
from pure benevolence is not possible for finite beings. Human 
mingled with vanity, interest, or some other 

5°’dd not allow me to praise a lady then at Bath ; 

gain upon me, Sir; I think her 
n^ty-headed. He was, indeed, a stem critick upon characters 
and manners. Even Mrs. Thrale did not escape his friendly 
animadversion at times. When he and I were one day 
ascertain, article by article, how one of our 
hf tnW ^ possibly spend as much money in his family as 

1 ns by a lively extravagant 

y on the experice of clothing his children, describing it in a 
very ludicrous and fanciful manner. Johnson looked a little 

'^ben you are declaiming, 
declaim , and when you are calculating, calculate.” At another 
'’*'b6n she said, perhaps affectedly, “ I don’t like to fly.” 
Johnson. With your wings, Madam, you must fly : but have 
a care, there are abroad.” How very well was this said, 
and how fully has expenence proved the truth of it ! But have 
toey not c/t/'yed rather rudety, and gone a great deal closer than 
was necessary? .. . . ■ ■ , 

A gentleman expressed a wish to go and live three years at 


but tie estMe S d Jce^S ? ?£,*? ““5“ “f of Bkir, in AjTshire, 


son, iho h of the same name, and a mantniin?nTfor^ 

amversal approbation, SoHcltir-GenerafyScSd* learning, is now, with 
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qt^eit4 or New Zealand, in order to obtain a full acquaintance 
with people, so totally different from all that we have ever 
known, and be satisfied what pure nature can do for man 
Johnson. “What could you learn, Sir? What can savaSs 
tell, bat what they themselves have seen ? Of the past, or The 
invisible, they can tell nothing. The inhabitants of Otaheit^ 
and New Zealand are not in a state of pure nature; for it is 
jilain they broke off from' sonie other people. Had thev 
grown out of the ground, you might have judged of a state of 
pure, nature. , I^anciful people may talk of a mythology being 
amongst them ; but it must be invention. They have once 

^couSofthS'^r^’^ debased. And whm 

account of their religion can you suppose to be learnt from 

savages? Only consider. Sir, our own state : our religion is 
m a book; we have an order of men whose duty it is to 

his is m general pretty well observed: Yet ask the firsi 

Jeli£n!« of their 

Monday, April 29, he and I made an excursion to Bristol 
where I was entertained with seeing him enquire upon the sdS’ 
into the authenticity of “Je^tei/.//poetry,” as I had see^ffi 
enquire upon the spot into the authenticity of “Ossian’s Poetrv 

2 nPlf h Poyoter, who was as zealous for Rowlev 
^ Dr. Hugh Blair was for Ossian, (I trust my Reverend Friend 
will excuse the comparison,) attended us at our inn, and with 
triurnphant air of hvely simplicity called out, “I’ll make 
Dr. Johnson a convert” Dr. Johnson at hie i' 

aloud some of Chatterton’s fabricated verses while 
fnd°he his chair, moving himself like a pendulum' 

^ j looking into 

vve called on Mr. Barret, the surgeon, and saw some of th^ 
TX^'hnff were called, which were executed very artifi- 
inspection of them, and a considera- 
lon of the circumstances with which they were attended we 
vere quite satisfied of the imposture, which indeed Htq he 
jieady demonstrated from inLnal Se,tyteve^^^ 

ib-Vrrin2 seemed to pay no attention whatever to any 

he M ’ ^ end of all controversy that we 

hould go with him to the tower of the church of St. Ma^y 

» Mr. Tyrwhitt, Mr. Warton, Mr. Malone. ’ 
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Redciiff, and wm; with our oiim eyes the ancient chest, in which, 
the manuscripts were found. To 'this, Dr. Johnson good- 
...oaturedly' .agreed;; ".and though troubled, with, a shortness of 
breathing, laboured ' up a long flight of steps, till we came to 
the place^ where - the ., wonderous chest .stood. . ** There^ (said 
Gatcot, with . a bouncing confident credulity,) thtre^ is the very 
chest; itself.^ ocular deTnonstration^ there - was' nO' 

im,ore ;to. be.' said. He . .brought to my recollection ■ a .Scotch 
Highlander, ^ a ■ .man of learning " too, .and .who had seen. ' the ' 
world, attesting, and at ; the same time- giving his reasons for 
the authenticity of Fingal :-~‘"I have heard all that poem 
'■when . I was ..young, Have you,. Sir? Pray -what have you 
...heard I have beard Ossian, ' Oscar,, and every one of 

Johnson said of Chatterton, ‘*This is the most extraordinary 
young man that has encountered my knowledge It is wonder- 
ful how the whelp has written such things.” 

We were by no means pleased with our inn at Bristol Let 
us see now, (said I,) how we should describe it.” Johnson was 
ready with Ms 'raillery. ‘^Describe it, .Sir?— Why, it was so 
bad, that Boswell wished to be in Scotland 1” 

After Dr. Johnson’s return to London, I was several times 
with him at his house, where I occasionally slept, in the room 
that had been assigned for me. I dined with him at Dr. 
Taylor’s, at General Oglethorpe’s, and at General Paoii’s. To 
avoid a tedious minuteness, I shall group together what I have 
preserved of his conversation during this period also, without 
specifying each scene where it passed, except one, which will 
be found so remarkable as certainly to deserve a very particular 
relation. Where the place or the persons do not contribute 
to the zest of the conversation, it is unnecessary to encumber 
my page with mentioning them. To know of what vintage 
our wine is, enables us to judge of its value, and to drink it 
with more relish : but to have the produce of each vine of one 
vineyard, in the same year, kept separate, would serve no 
purpose. ^ To know that our wine, (to use an advertising 
phrase,) is the stock of an Ambassadour lately deceased,” 
heightens its flavour: but it signifies nothing to know the bin 
where each bottle was once deposited. 

Garrick (he observed) does not play the part of Archer in 
' The Beaux Stratagem ’ well. The gentleman should break out 
through the footman, which is not the case as he does it.” 

“Where there' is no education, as in savage countries, men 
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will have the upper hand of women. Bodily strength, no doubt, 
contributes to this ; but it would be so, exclusive of that ; for 
it is mind that always governs. When it comes to dry under- 
standing, man has the better.” 

“The little volumes entitled ' If esjiu&/kts,’ which are very 
well done, were a bookseller’s work.” 

“There is much talk of the misery which we cause to the 
brute creation j but they are recompensed by existence. If 
they were not useful to man, and therefore protected by him, 
they would not be nearly so numerous.” This argument is to 
be found in the able and benignant Hutchinson’s “Moral 
Philosophy.” But the question is, whether the animals who 
endure_ such sufferings of various kinds, for the service and 
entertainment of man, would accept of existence upon the 
terms on which they have^it. Madame Sevigne, who, though 
she had many enjoyments, felt with delicate sensibility the 
prevalence of misery, complains of the task of existence having 
been imposed upon her without her consent. 

, . “ That man is never happy for the present is so true, that all 
his relief from unhappiness is only forgetting himself for a little 
while. Life is a progress from want to want, not from eniov- 
ment to enjoyment.’’ 

“Though many men are nominally entrusted with the 
administration of hospitals and other publick institutions, 
almost all the good is done by one man, by whom the rest 
Them 0° > ‘o confidence in him, and indolence in 

“ Lord Chesterfield's Letters to his son, I think, might be 
made a very pretty book. Take out the immorality, and it 
should be put m the hands of every young gentleman. An 
elegant manner and easiness of behaviour are acquired gradu- 
^ly and imperceptibly. No man can say, ‘I’ll be genteel’ 
there are ten genteel women for one genteel man, because 
they me more restrained. A man without some deoree of 
restramt is insufferable; but we are all less restrained than 
women. Were a woman sitting in company to put out her 
I^s before her as most men do, we should be tempted to kick 
them in. No man was a more attentive and nice observer of 
behaviour in those in whose company he happened to be, than 
Johnson ; or however strange it may seem to many, had a 
higher estimation of its refinements. Lord Eliot informs me 
toat one day when Johnson and he were at dinner in a gentle- 
man s house in London, upon Lord Chesterfield’s Letters being 
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mentioned, Johnson surprized the company by this sentence : 

Jivery man of any education would rather be called a rascal, 
than accused, of deficiency in ■ the graces.^^ Mr. Gibbon, who 
, was present, turned to a lady who knew Johnson well, and lived 
. much with him, and in' his quaint manner,- tapping Ms box, 
addressed her thus ; ®*Don^t you think, Madam, (looking towards 
Joiinson,) that among ail your acquaintance you could find one 
exception ? ” The lady smiled, and seemed to acquiesce. 

I read (said he,) Sharpe’s Letters on Italy over again, when 
^ Bath. There is a great deal of matter in them.” 

Mrs. Williams was angry that Thrale's family did not send 
regularly to her every time they heard from me while I was in 
the Hebrides. Little people are apt to be jealous : but they 
should not be jealous ; for they ought to consider, that 
supenour attention will necessarily be paid to superiour fortune 
or rank. Two persons may have equal merit, and on that 
account may have an equal claim to attention ; but one of 
them may have also fortune and rank, and so may have a 
double claim.” > 

Talking of his notes on Shakspeare, he said, despise 
those who do not see that I am right in the passage where as 
* asses of great charge ’ introduced. That on 
To be, or not to be,’ is disputable.” ^ 

A gptieman, whom I found sitting with him one morning, 
said, that in his opinion the character of an infidel was more 
detestable than that of a man notoriously guilty of an atrocious 
crime. I differed from him, because we are surer of the odious- 
ness of the one, than of the errour of the other. Johnson. 

“ Sir, I agree with him ; for the infidel would be guilty of any 
crime if he were inclined to it” 

“Many things which are false are transmitted from book to 
book, and gain credit in the world. One of these is the cry 
against the evil of luxury. Now the truth is, that luxury 
produces much good. Take the luxury of buildings in London. 
Does it not produce real advantage in the conveniency and 
elegance of accommodation, and this all from the exertion 
of industry? ^ People will tell you, with a melancholy face, 
how many builders are in gaol. It is plain they are in gaol, 
not for building ; for rents are not fallen.— A man gives half a 
guinea for a dish of green peas, / How much ' gardening does ■ 

5 be obscrwd, that Mr. Malone, jn his very valuable edition of Shakspeare, 

has fully vindicated Dr. Johnson from the idle censures which the first of these notes 
interpretation of the other passage, which Dr. Johnson allow® 
w be aujmmw, 'he has clearly shewn to be erroneous. 
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this occasion ? how many labourers must the competition to 
have such things early in the market keep in employment? 
\ou will hear it said, very gravely, ‘Why was not the half 
guinea, thus spent in luxury, given to the poor ? To how many 
might It have afforded a good meal.’ Alas ! has it not rone to 
the industrious poor, whom it is better to support than the idle 
poor? You are much surer that you are doing good when you 
pay money to those who work, as the recompence of their 
labour, than when you give_ money merely in charity. Suppose 
the ancient luxury of a dish of peacock’s brains were to be 
revived, how many carcases would be left to the poor at a 
cheap rate : and as to the rout that is made about people who 
are ruined by extravagance, it is no matter to the nation that 
some individuals suffer. tVhen so much genera! productive 
exertion is the consequence of luxury, the nation does not 
care though there are debtors in gaol : nay they would not 
care though their creditors were there too.” 

The uncommon vivacity of General Oglethorpe’s mind and 
vanety of toowledge, havmg sometimes made his conversation 
seem too desultory, Johnson observed, “Oglethorpe, Sir, never 
mnfdetes what he has to say. ^ 

T same account made a similar remark on Patrick 

‘ there is nothing conclusive in his talk 
When I complained of having dined at a splendid table with- 
out hearing one sentence of conversation" worthy of helm 
: said, ^ Sir, ^ there seldom is any such conversa- 

;‘Wliy then meet at table? J ohnson, 
Why to eat and drink together, and to promote kindness : and. 
Sir, this IS better done when there is no solid conversation : for 
when there is, people differ in opinion, and get into bad 
humour, or some of the company who are not capable of such 
conversation, are left out, and feel themselves uneasy. It wa«? 

Robert Walpole said, he always talked 
bawdy at his table, because m that all could join.” 

Bemg irritated by hearing a gentleman ask Mr. Levett a 
variety of questions concerning him, when he was sitting by, he 
broke out. Sir, you have but two topicks, yourself and me. I 
am sick of both. “A man, (said he,) should not talk of him- 
self, nor much of any particular person. He should take care 
“‘^5 therefore, should avoid having 
unL k-’ ‘We shall hear him 

J ^ talking of 

he Duke of Marlborough. He came into a coifee house one 
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day, and told that his Grace had spoken in the House of Lords 
tor hdf an hour. ‘Did he indeed speak for half an hour? ’ 

(saidBdchier the surgeon,)—' Yes.’—' And what did he say 
ofDr Oldfield Nothing.’— ‘Why Sir, he was very 

ungrateful; for Dr. Oldfield could not have spoken fora quarter 
or an hour, without saying something of him.’ ” 

Every man is to take existence on the terms on which it is 
pvOT tohim. To some men if is given on condition of not 
Uking liberties, which other men may take without much harm. 
One^may dnnk wine, and be nothing the worse for it; on 
another, wine may have effects so inflammatory as to iniure 
him both m body and mind, and perhaps, make him commit 
something tor which he may deserve to be hanged.” 

^ Hailes’s ‘ Annals of Scotland ’ have not that painted 

form which is the taste of this age ; but it is a book which will 
always sell, it has such a stability of dates, such a certainty of 
facts, and such a punctuality of citation. I never before read 
bcotcli history with certainty/’ 

I asked him whether he would advise me to read the Bible 
with a commentary, and what commentaries he would recom- 
mend. Johnson. be sure, Sir, I would have you read 
Bible With a commentary ; and I would recommend Lowth 
and Patrick on the Old Testament,- and Hammond on the 
New.” 

During my stay in London this spring, I solicited his atten- 

tioD to another law case, in which I was engaged. In the 
course of a contested election for the Borough of Dumfermiine 
i one of my friend Colonel (afterwards Sir 

Archibald) Campbell’s counsel ; one of his political agents, who 
was charged with having been unfaithful to his employer, and 

iiaving deserted to the opposite party for a pecuniary reward 

attacked very rudely in a newspaper the Reverend Mr. James 
i homson, one of the ministers of that place, on account of a 
supposed allusion to him in one of his sermons. Upon this 
the minister, on a subsequent Sunday, arraigned him by name 
irom the puipit with some severity ; and the agent, after the 
bermon was over, rose up and asked the minister aloud, What 
bribe he had received for telling so many lies from the chair of 
verity.” I was present at this very extraordinary scene. The 
person arraigned, and his father and brother, who also had a 
share both of the reproof from the pulpit^ and in the retaliation, 
brought an action against Mr. Thomson, in the Court of Session, 
for defamation and damages, and I was one of the counsel for 
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the reverend defendant. The Liberty of the pulpit was our 
^eat ground of defence; but we argued also on the provocation 
Pnnrf attack, and on the instant retaliation. The 

Court of Session, however— the fifteen Tudaes, who are at th^ 

^ opinion ; and several of them expressed themselves 
th indignation against him. He was an aged Gentleman 
formerly a military chaplain, and a man of high spirit and 
honour. Johnson was satisfied that the judgement was wrona 
and dictated to me the following argument in confutation o{ 

Of the censure pronounced from the pulpit, our determina 

tlm'art’iSelf^SThe ’ by a consideration of 

inveS. ^ ^ particular circumstances with which it is 

censure and rebuke seems necessarily annen- 
pastoral office. He, to whom the care of ^con- 
^egation is entrusted, is considered as the shepherd of a flock 
as the teacher of a school, as the father of a family As a 
shepherd tending not his own sheep but those of his master he 

SiT^^S/nn that stray, and that lose themselves by 
Straying. But no man can be answerable for losses which he 

Which 

reproth Stent pro- 
ficiency. he must have the power of enforcing attSL^ of 

o 7®"’ possesses the paternal authority of admonition 
r^uke, and punishment. He cannot, without reducinthk 

^^^ndered from the e.xercise of any 
practice necessary to stimulate the idle, to reform the vicious to 

check the petulant, and correct the stubborn. ’ ’ ^ 

shall Pf^pt’ce of the primitive church, we 

shall, I believe, find the ministers of the word exercisinp tbp 
whole authority of this complicated character. ’ We shalf find 
ffiem not only encouraging the good by exhortation, but tS 
ying the wi^ed by reproof and denunciation. In the earliest 
ages of the Church, _ while religion was yet pure from sSkr 
advantages, the punishment of sinners was publick censure and 
open penance; penalties inflicted merely SSstS 
authority, at a time while the Church had yino S from ^I 
ivi power ; while the hand of the magistrate lifted only the rod 
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of persecution ; and when goyernours were ready to afford a 
refuge to all those who fled from clerical authority. 

That the Church, therefore, had once a power of publick 
^nsure IS ; evident, because that power was frequently exercised* 
1 hat It borrowed not its power from the civil authority is like- 
civil authority was at that time its enemy. 

^ * The hour came at length when after three hundred years 
o struggle and ^ distress, Truth took possession of imperial 
power, and the civil laws lent their aid to the ecclesiastical con- 
stitutions. The magistrate from that time co-operated with the 
priest, and clerical sentences were made efficacious by secular 
the State, wffien it came to the assistance of the 
Church, had no intention to diminish its authority. Those 
rebukes and those censures which were lawful before, were law- 
ful stilly But they had hitherto operated only upon voluntary 
submission. The refractory and contemptuous were at first in 
no danger of temporal severities, except what they might suffer 
from the reproaches of conscience, or the detestation of their 
fellow Christians. When religion obtained the support of iaw^, 
n admonitions and censures had no effect, they were seconded 
by the magistrates with coercion and punishment. 

It therefore appears from ecclesiastical history, that the right 
of inflicting shame by public censure has been always considered 
as inherent in the Church p and that this right was not con- 
ferred by the civil power; for it was exercised when the civil 
power operated against it.^ By the civil power it was never 
taken away ; for the Christian magistrate interposed his office, 
not to rescue sinners from censure, but to supply more powerful 
means of reformation ; to add pain where shame was insufficient } 
and when men were proclaimed unworthy of the society of the 
faithful, to restrain them by imprisonment, from spreading 
abroad the contagion of wickedness. 

“ It is not improbable that from this acknowledged power of 
publick censure, grew in time the practice of auricular con- 
fession. Those who dreaded the blast of publick reprehen- 
sion, were willing to submit themselves to the priest, by a 
private accusation of themselves ; and to obtain a reconciliation 
with ^ the Church by a kind of clandestine absolution and 
invisible penance ; conditions with which the priest would in 
times of ignorance and corruption, easily comply, as they 
increased his influence, by adding the knowledge of secret sins ‘ 
to that of notorious oflences, and enlarged his authority, by 
making him the sole arbiter of the terms of reconcilement. 
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From this bondage the Reformation set us free. The 
minister has no longer power to press into the retirements of 
conscience, to torture us by mterrogatories, or put himself in 
possession of our secrets and our lives. But thLgh we have 
usi^ations, his just and original power 
remains unimpaired. He may still see, though he mav not 
pry : he may yet hear, though he may not question. And that 
knowledge which his eyes and ears force upon him it is Si his 
duty to use, for the benefit of his flock. A father who lives 
near a wicked neighbour, may forbid a son to frequent his 
company. A minister who has in his congreuation a man of 
open and scandalous wickedness, may wa™ t parisWoners 
to shun his conversation. To warn them is not onlyTwfS 
but not to warn them would be criminal. He may warn them 
one by onem fnendly converse, or by a parochial visitation But 
if he may warn each man singly, what shall forbid him to warn 
them_ all together ? Of that which is to be made known to al! 
how IS there any difference whether it be communicated to parh 
smgly, or to all together? What is knmvnTaKS Ss 

Skk Weg^ees, is toe oSy quSSL^'Antof a s'^udSnd 

It may easily be urged, if a minister be thus left at lihprrT? 
to_ delate sinners from the pulpit, and to publish at will to^ 

may often blast^the innocent and 
distress the timorous. He mav be susnirlo^o 1 T ^ “ 

.ita. evidence , he n„y be 

tion , he may be severe, and treat slight offences with too 
raay be malignant and partial and 

srdXe?“. L“h„^st;s "IF 

Setc-t r STki S' f” - 

Will sometimes judge amiss. A fathpv 

children, though he himself mnyVen ™?“soSS‘ ‘"i 

™.er mus, censme simem, though T cen’sSl m"l be 
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sometimes erroneous by want of judgement, and sometimes 
unjust by want of honesty. 

examine the circumstances of the present case, we 
shali find the sentence neither erroneous nor unjust; we shall 
tioa no preach ^of private, , confidence, no intrusion into secret 
transactions..^ .The fact ' was^ notorious and indubitable: so 
; .easy : to. be , proved, that no proof was desired. The act was 
tese.' and treacherous, the,^ perpetration ■insolent and open,' and 
, the .example^ . naturally .mischievous. ,The .minister, however, ■ 
being retired and recluse, had not yet heard what waspublickly 
known throughout the parish; and on occasion of a publick 
election, ■, warned, his people, ' according, to his duty, against the 
crimes which publick elections frequently produce. His 
warning was felt by one of his parishioners, as pointed 
particularly at himself. But instead of producing, as might be 
wished, private compunction and immediate reformation, it 
kindled only rage and resentment. He charged his minister,.' ' 
m a publick paper, with scandal, defamation, and falsehood. 
The minister, thus reproached, had his own character to 
vindicate, upon which his pastoral authority must necessarily 
depend. To be charged with a defamatory lie is an injury 
which no^ man patiently endures in common life. To be 
charged with polluting the pastoral office with scandal and false- 
hood, was a violation of character still more atrocious, as it 
affected not only his personal but his clerical veracity. His 
indignation naturally rose in proportion to his honesty, and with 
all the fortitude of injured honesty, he dared this caiumniator 
in the church, and at once exonerated himself from censure, and 
rescued his flock from deception and from danger. The man 
whom he accuses pretends not to be innocent ; or at least only 
pretends ; for he declines a trial. The crime of which he is 
accused has frequent opportunities and strong temptations. It 
has already spread far, with much depravation of private 
morals, and much injury to publick happiness. To warn the 
people, therefore, against it was not wanton and officious, but 
necessary and pastoral 

then is the lault with which this worthy minister is 
charged ? He has usurped no dominion over conscience. He 
has exerted no authority in support of doubtful and controverted 
opinions. He has not dragged into light a bashful and 
corrigible sinner. His censure was directed against a breach 
of morality, against an act which no man justifies. The man 
who appropriated this censure to himself, is evidently and 
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consciousness of his own wickedness 
incited him to attack his faithful reprover with open insSice 
printed accusations. Such an attack made defenrp 

decided that the 

defence were just and lawful ” ““ 

When I read this to Mr. Burke, he was hishlv nleaserf ^r.A 
2^.4 ..Wd.,- he doeehi, i„" 7 .S±S^ 

hS=, r" S' 

^rson who lately presided so ably m that JMo-t FTnnA 
House, and who wls then AttorneUenSl Is mv re 'f 
will no doubt be glad also to read the opinion of this’ eminent 
man upon the same subject, I shall here insert it. ^ 

Case. 

There is herewith laid before you, 

I, Petition for the Reverend Mr. Tames Thomc.^ 
minister of Dumfermline. ^ Thomson, 
“2. Answers thereto. 

^TotL Court of Session upon 

“4. Notes of the opinions of the Judges, bein<T the 
reasons upon which their decree is grounded'’ 

.pidlS" =■” "" <>■“' “ ,Our 

" ^ ft'" ? Fobabihty of the above decree of the 

Court of Session s being reversed, if Mr. Thomson 
should appeal from the same ? ” 

vnW app^ adviseafale; not only because the 

TOlue ot the judgement is in no degree adeouate f/th^T “ 
but because there are many chances 

of ,he 00.0, fte' SpSon ‘ 4 T ttta 
disadvantoge of the appellant. 

the But 

behaved so ill by his originSd and S the 
received tl« repLch he'compS of"’ In £ ZXrtfe 
the plamnffs are equally concerned. It struck me also 

at one. th. vigorous and acciiat. emanaSrft <»»i<J«abI.. Such wSI 
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aDDositTt“n!L*^^ should think so much fervour 

^ ^ “ occasion of reproving the defendant for a httle 

™ ^he matter, however, I agree with them in condemn- 

ng the behaviour of the minister; and in thinking it a subject 
fli- ^ censure; and even for an action, if any 

individua could qualify ^ a wrong, and a damage arising froi 
It. But this I doubt. The circumstance of publishing the 
reproach in a pulpit, though extremely indecent, and culpable 
m another view, d^s not constitute a different sort of wrong, 
r other rule of law, than would have obtained, if the same 
words had been pronounced elsewhere. I don’t know, whether 
.here be any difference in the law of Scotland, in the definition 
of slander, before the Commissaries, or the Court of Session, 
iiie common law of England does not give way to actions for 
every reproachful word. An action cannot be brought for 
general damages, upon any words which import less than an 
offence cognisable by law ; consequently no action could have 
been brought here for the words in question. Both laws admit 
^”1“ to die a justification in action>r- words; and the law 
ot h,ngland does the same in actions for libels. The judgement, 
therefore, seems to me to have been wrong, in that the Court 
repelled that defence. 

“E. Thurlow.” 


i am now to record a very curious incident in Dr. Johnson’s 
me, which fell under my own observation; of which pars 
magnafut, and which I am persuaded will, with the liberal- 

minded, be much to his credit. 

My desire of being acquainted with celebrated men of every 
descnption, tad made me, much about the same time, obtain 
an introduction to Dr. Samuel Johnson and to John Wilkes, 
?■ r different could perhaps not be selected 

out of all rnankind. They had even attacked one another with 
some as^nty in their writings; yet I Uved in habits of friend- 
ship with botn. I could fully relish the excellence of each ; for 
I have ever delighted in that intellectual chymistry, which can 
serrate go<^ qualities from evil in the same person. 

Sir John Pringle, “mine own friend and my Father’s friend." 
between whom and Dr. Johnson I in vain wished to establish 
an acquaintance, as I respected and lived in intimacy with both 


“ comp!im«,t to North 



r* ^ui>crveaxo me once, very mgeniouslv “It k nnt 

^ “ mathemticks, where two things, each eqUi 
te a third, are _ equal between themselves. - ’ 

Johnson as a middle quality, and you agree \i 
quality ; but Johnson and I should not agree 
not sufficiently flexible 
the repulsion was equal 
I know not from what r 
formed • a ^very erroneous opinion of Sir 
ceived an irresistible wish, if i 
Mr. Wilkes together. How to 
difficult matter. 

My worthy booksellers and 
Poultry, at whose hospitable l 
a greater number-of literary men, thanlt' 
ot Sir Joshua Reynolds, had ' 
and some i 
(said I,) let 


_ indeed, that 
part of Johnson : who, 
cause, unless his being a Scotchman, had 
:pus opimon of Sir John. But I con- 
possible, to bring Dr. Johnson and 
to manage it, was a nice and 

friends. Messieurs Dilly in the 
and well-covered table I have seen 
“ any other, except that 

invited me to meet Mr. Wilkes 
men, on Wednesday, May ic. “ Prav 
— “ ^^hat with Mr. Wilkes? 

e>_« ^ P’"' 

_ ur ^^1^^ 'f you’ll let me negociate 
be ^swerable that all shall go well.” DitLY 

m boffilrS" ^ ^ ^ 

wi^^'seSbkTh^f if “ ^ entertained for 

was^ sensible that he was sometimpt= « 


A.D. 1776 JBtat. 67 47 

imagine that I am to prescribe to a gentleman what company 
he IS to have at his table?” Boswell. “I beg your pardon! 
Sir, for wishing to prevent you from meeting people^ whom 
you rnight not like. Perhaps he may have some of what he 

calls iip.patootick friends with him.”;- Johnson’,' Well' Sir 

and what then? What care I for his patriotick frilndsl 

^ be surprized to find Jack 

Wilkes there Johnson. “ And if Jack Wilkes s/i^/d be 
there, what is that to me, Sir? My dear friend, let us have 

^ be angry with you ; but really 

.t IS treating me s&angely to talk to me as if I could not meet 
any^ company whatever, occasionaiiy.” Boswell, “ Prav 
^ But you shall meet whoevw 

^ I, secured him, and told Dilly that he 

would find him very well pleased to be one of his guests on 
the day appointed. • 

Wednesday, I called on him about 
half an hour before dinner, as I often did when we were to 
dine out together, to see that he was ready in time, and to 
accompany him. I found him buffeting his books, as upon a 
former occasion,! covered with dust, and making no prepara- 
tion for pmg abroad. “ How is this, Sir ? (said I). Don’t 
you recollect that you are to dine at Mr. Billy’s ?” Johnson, 
Sir, I did not think of going to Billy’s ; it went out of my 
head. I have ordered dmner at home with Mrs. Williams.’’ 
Boswell. “But my dear Sir, you know you were engaged to 
Mr. Billy, pd I told him so. He will expect you, and will 
be much disappointed if you don’t come.” Johnson. “You 
must talk to Mrs. Williams about this,” 

Here a sad dilemma. I feared that what I was so 
confident I had secured, would yet be frustrated. He had 
accustomed himself to shew Mrs. WiUiams such a degree of 
umane attention, as frequently imposed some restraint upon 
1 im ; aim I knew that if she should be obstinate, he would not 
pi. 1 hastened down stairs to the blind lady’s room, and told 
er I wp in grem uneasiness, for Dr. Johnson had engaged to 
me to dine this day at Mr. Billy’s, but that he had told me he 
had forgotten his engagement, and had ordered dinner at home. 

Yes, Sir, (safo she, pretty peevishly,) Dr. Johnson is to dine 
m home. Madam, (said I,) his respect for you is such, that 
I know he will not leave you, unless you absolutely desire it. 
iJut as you have so much of his company, I hope you will be 
^ See, page S of tHs volume. .. ■■ ■ 



good enough to forego it for a dav • Mr nui * 

cmainly as Sis"? as STe'nirS.iS' "'kdk?°r 

“is™ "iSS"S 

S4"?"doTc? 

Williams’s consent he roareri »Fr Mrs. 

sst: ■ SlSrt - -- 

&L" ”* him“o"°sl, o“,1?, cit'S 

myself snug and SeL Xhfn. K u°^ ^ 

himself. I observed him conduct 

that gentleman, sir?”— “Mr. Arthur^Lee 

too top,” (under his breath ) which vS ZlZT\“uT^°’ 
muttenngs. Mr. Arthwr T ^ as one of his habitual 

Johnson, for he was not onlv a obnoxious to 

afterwards minister from the Unitf>H^t ot an He was 

“And who is the gentlemJi fnl® 

This infamuisa |S„" ” «"■“ 

difficulty to restrain himself anriToi- ®ome 

upon a window-seat and read or^at ^ 

»«nU, fa s,™ hm??nu?i?LsTh£2,,'’",5?%"P,“ " 

I dare say, were aukward enou4 But ‘ 

lected fais havin® rated m(» doubt recol- 

he at all disconcerted by any company ^ amd^ 
fore, resolutely set himself to^ bS^m,;^^ 
man of the world, who could adant hZAf 

“>* "“»» of •'■o* w'=o'r£‘'4fa“s.2 

uown witiiout any symptom of ill 


A.D. 1776 Mtal 67 49 

humour. There were present, beside Mr. Wilkes, and Mr. 

Artnur Lee, ^ who was an old companion of mine when he 
studied physick at Edinburgh, Mr. (now Sir John) Miller, Dr. 
Lettsom, and Mi. Slater, the druggist. Mr. Wilkes placed 

himself next ^ to Dr. Johnson, and behaved to him with so 
niuch attention and politeness, ^ he gained upon him 
insensibly. No man eat more heartily than Johnson, or loved 
better what was nice and delicate. Mr. Wilkes was verv 
assiduous m helping him to some fine veal. Pray give me 
leave, is better here— A little of the brown— Some 

tat, bir— A little of the stuffing— Some gravy— Let me have 
the pleasure of giving you some butter— Allow me to recom- 
mend a squeeze of this orange ; — or the lemon, perhaps, may 
have more zest” ‘‘Sir, Sir, I am obliged to you, Sir,” cried 
Johnson, bowing, and turning his head to him with a look for 
some time of “surly virtue,” 1 but, in a short while, o§ 
complacency, 

Foote being mentioned, Johnson said, “He is not a good 
mimicL One of the company added, “A merry Andrew, a 
bufffion. JoHNSO^\ “ But he has wit too, and is not deficient 
m Ideas, or in fertility and variety of imagery, and not empty 
of reading ; he has knowledge enough to fill up his part. One 
species^ of wit he has in an eminent degree, that of escape. 
You drive him into a comer with both hands ; but he's gone. 
Sir, when you think you have got him — like an animal that 
jumps over your head. Then he has a great range for wit ^ he 
never lets truth stand between him and a jest, and he is some- 
times mighty coarse. Garrick is under many restraints from- 
which Foote is free.” Wilkes, “ Garrick's wit is more like 
Lord Chesterfields.” Johnson. “The first time I was in 
company with Foote was at Fitzherbert's. Having no good 
opinion of the fellow, I was resolved not to be pleased ; and it 
is very difficult to please a man against his will I went on 
eating my dinner pretty sullenly, affecting not to mind him. 
But the dog was so very comical, that I was obliged to lay 
dowm my knife and fork, throw myself back upon my chair, 
and fairly laugh it out. No, Sir, he was irresistible.- He 
upon one occasion experienced, in an extraordinary degree, 
the efficacy of his powers of entertaining. Amongst the many 
and various modes which he tried of getting money, he 
became a partner with a smali-beer brewer, and he was to have 

Johnson’s “ London, a Poem," V. 145, 

Foote told me, that Johnson said of him, ** For loud obstreperous broad-faced mirth- 
i, Know not ais equal. . - ■ 
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a share of the profits for procuring customers amongst his 
numerous acquamtance. Fitzherbert was one who took his 

. small-peer. ; , but it was so bad that the, servants resolved not -'to 

dnnk It. They were at some loss how to notify their resolu- 
tion, ^ing afraid of offending their master, who they knew 
Iked hoote much as a companion. At last they fixed upon a 
little black boy, who was rather a favourite, to be their deputy 
smd deliver their remonstrance; and having invested him with 
the J^bole authority of the kitchen, he was to inform Mr 
fitzherbert, in all their names, upon a certain day, that they 
would drink Footes smaJi-beer no longer. On that dav 

, .Foote happened to dine, : at, Fitzherbert^s, and' this ' bo? 
served at _ table; he was so delighted with Foote’s stories 
and m^nment, and grimace, that when he went down 
stairs, he told them, “This is the finest man I have 

hrs^sSbeer.”'”** ^ drink 

Somebody observed that Garrick could not have done this 

he mil play 

all his hfe. I knew that Johnson would let nobody attack 

Said to me, and I had heard 
bring out his commendation 
of his celebrated pupil, I said, loudly, “I have heard Garrick 
IS liberal. Johnson. “Yes, Sir, I know that Garrick has 
given away more money than any man in England that I am 
acquainted with, and that not from ostentatious views Garrick 

'tT. life; so when he came toTave 
I?® P™hably was very unskilful in giving away and 
saved when he should not. But Garrick began to be liberal as 
soon as he could; and I am of opinion, the reputation of 
avance which he_ has had, has been very lucky for him and 
prevented his having many enemies. You despise a mm for 
avmice, but do not hate him. Garrick might have been much 

0 a player, if they ^ had had the wit to have assaulted him in 

fhey might have galled him more. But they have 

Talking of the great difficulty of obtaining authentick infor 
mation for biopaphy, Johnson told us, “When I Sa youna 

St mateStaDDliS^‘^th Dryd«n,>and in orLr tf 

get materials, I applied to the only two persons then alive who 
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M seen him; these were old Swinney.^ and old Cibber, 
bwmney s information . was no oiore than this, ‘That at WilFs 

coffee-house Dr5'den had a particular chair for himself, which 
was set by the fire in winter, and was then called his winter- 
chair; and that It was carried out for him to the balcony in 
summer, and was then called his summer-chair.' Cibber could 
° he remembered him a decent old man 

arbiter of critical disputes at Will’s.’ You are to consider that 
Ubber was then at a great distance from Dryden, had perhaps 
one leg only m the room, and durst not draw in the other ” 
ROSWELL. Yet Cibber was a man of observation ? ” Johnson. 

^ lahink not. Boswell. “You will allow his ‘Apology’ 
to be well done.;’ Johnson. “Very weU done, to be sure, 
remark' ^ striking proof of the justice of Pope’s 

several province vrell comroand, 

Would all but stoop to what they understand/** 

Boswell. “And his plays are good.” Johnson. “Yes; but 
that was his trade ; P esprit du corps ; he had been all his life 
among players and play-writers. I wondered that he had so 
little to say m conversation, for he had kept the best company, 
and learnt all that can be got by the ear. He abused Pindar 
to me, and then shewed me an ode of his own, with an absurd 
couplet, making a linnet soar on an eagle’s wing.® I told him 
that when the ancients made a simfie, they always made it like 
something real.” 

Mr. Wilkes remarked, that “among all the bold flights of 
Shakspeare’s imagination, the boldest was making Birnam- 
wood march to Dunsinane ; creating a wood where there never 
was a shrub; a wood in Scotland! ha! ha ! ha!” And he 
also observed, that“the clannish slavery of the Highlands of 
Scotland was the single exception to Milton’s remark of ‘The 
Mountain Nymph, sweet Liberty,’ being worshipped in ail hiiiy 
When I was at Inverary (said he,) on a visit to my 
old friend Archibald, Duke of Argyle, his dependents con- 
gratulated me on beuig such a favourite of his Grace. I said, 
‘It is then, gentlemen, truly lucky for me; for if I had dis- 
pleased the Duke, and he had wished it, there is not a Campbell 

,1,! Wreathed his fortune to Mrs. Woffington 

Si ^ Manager of Drunr Lane Theatre, and afterwards of thi 

Queen s Theatre m ^e Hayi^ket. He was also a dramatic writer, having produced a 

S^'e^rof vd! ? ‘ PWsician.- 1705. and two opcr«.-M .1 



of the contested 
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among you but would have been ready to bring Joho Wilkes's 
. .head to him in a charger. It would have been only 
‘Off with his head I so much for 
I was then member for Aylesbury/' 

' , in 

f cording to my note, gave the ioterpretatioo thus : 
It IS difficult to speak with propriety of common thines- as if 
a poet had to speak of Queen Caroline drinking tea, he^ must 
, endeavour to avoid the vulgarity of cups and ■ saucers/' But 
upon reading my note he tells me that he meant to say, that 
the ^oidcommuma, being a Roman law-term, signifies here 
Jamgs commums jurts, that is to say, what have never yet been 
Swed^^ appears clearly from what 

^ ‘ Tuque 

Rectius Iliacum carmen deducis in actus 

Qudm si proferres ignota indictaque primus/ 

You will easier make a tragedy out of the Iliad than on anv 
subject not handled before." ^ Johnson. “He means mi l 

Wakbuetonian School. It brneverthefe L. shews himself to he of the 

of Worcester’s very el^pt comm“?^enTn««%“ hf 
It IS necessary to a fair consideration of the oue?f?«n rKoT.u " k i . 

Che words occur should be kept in \new : Question, that the whole passage m which 

*^Vquid inexpertum scenas committis, et audes 
Personam formare novam, sservetur ad imum 

Quahs ab mceptq processerit, et sibi constet. 
nifficile est propne coinmunia dicere : tuque 

Kectius^ Iliacum carmen dediicis m artus 

Quam SI profepes ignota indictaque primus. 

Pubhea matenes prn'ati juris erit, si 
Non circa viiem patulumque moraberi.s orbem 
Nec verbura verbo curabis reddere fidus 
Interpres ; nec desilies imitator in arctum 
TK. « r >. I * pedem proferre pudor vetat aut operis lex.*’ 

is a work of gmlfScuIty Indl^SS-d. *^For hire thtreTs^^n^ If ckaracUrs 
archetype to work after, but every received and dxed 

comprehension of his 'own idea ; thereforf L advSS^'m 

The “ Note ” is 

•loco are'liat HorathB^MguTOnte'&buS^’h nuilo'^h* “ “ Commania hoc 

oxposita sant «t in medio fuodj^odo S ^ 

that B the true meaning o( c<„»LhS . -^od 

rtnfwAi^e, which are explanatory of it: so that the e rgxsoAi 

unquestionably the right one. y« notwithstanding th<*. rlAsSn 'Vlu commentary is 
has this strange passage. “ mfficile quidem ® 

matenam vulgarem, notam et i medio petitam, ifa immuSfe dicere, hoc est, 

.ngenii «tioo. hahH nuMor v1S:rSI’|Ur ftS 
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is difficult to appropriate to particular persons qualities which 
are common to all mankind, as Homer . has done/^- ■ ■ 

Wilkes. ** We have no, City-Poet now: that is an office 
which has ; gone ^ into 'disuse. The last ^ was Elkanah Settle. 
There^ IS, something, in whic^ one cannot help feeling. 
Now £mam/iSetik sounds so queer^ who can expect much from 
mat name ? We should have no hesitation to give it for John 
Dry den, m preference to Elkanah Settle, from the names only, 
without knowing their different merits.” Johnson. suppose 
oir, Settle did as well for Aldermen in his time, as John Home 
could do now. Where did Beckford, and Trecothick learn 
English?” . 

Mr Arthur Lee mentioned some Scotch who had taken 


novo exbibere.” (Poet. Prael. v. ii. p. 164.) Where having 
put a wrong constraction on the word commuma, he employs it to introduce an 
impertment criticism., For where does the poet prefer th^ glory of refeting suHecte to 
that of inventing new ones? The contrary iS implied in Vhat he urges aboS the 
latter, from which he dissuades his countrymen, only in respect of 
their abilities and inexj^rmnce m these matters ; and in order to cultivate in feem which 

frea t'eT^thr^lk ‘ ^ “> old subjLs, 

•hf Hurd, who thinks th, I considw 

Horaci^ ^ ^ commuma dtcere^* to be a crux for the criticks on 

*““ch contempt, is neverthe- 

Horacr « ^ find quoted by the learned Baxter in his edition of 

? 1 ^ proprie contmuma dicere, h. e. res vulgares disertis verbis 
V furadignitate tractare.^ Difficile est communes res propriis 

exphcareverbis. Vet. SchoL i was much disappointed to find that the great critick. Dr. 

mfnd passap, ^ from his vigorous and illuminated 

mind I ^ould have expected to receive more satisfaction than 1 have yet had. 

thus treats of it : “ Propria communia dicere ; c’est h dire, qu’il n’est pas ais^ de 
^imagination, des caractfires particuliexs et cependant 
vraisembkbles. Comme i on a etd le maitre de les former tels qubn a voulu, les fautes 
que 1 on fait en cela sont moms pardonnables. C’est pOurquoi Horace conseille de prendre 
toujours des sujets connus, tels que sont par exemple ceux que Ton peut tner des 
po,emes, a, .ttomere, 

And obsepes upon it, ‘* Apres avoir marqud les deux qualit^s qu’il faut donner aux 

personna^ges qu on mvente, il conseifie aux Poetes tragiques, de n’user pas trop facilement 
ne cecte Iibertd qu ils ont d en inventer, car il est tres difficile de reussir dans ces nouveaux 
caracteres. Ii est mai aisd, dit Horace, de traiter propreraent, c’est a dire convenablement 
communs ; ce^h dire, des sujets inventds, et qui n’ont aucun fondenient ni 
dans I iiistoire ni dans la Fable ; et il les appelle communs, parce qu'ils sont, en disposition 
a tout ie monde, et que tout le monde a le droit de les inventer, et qu’ils sont, comme on 
folio occupant See his observations at large on this expression and the 

After all, I cannot help entertaining some doubt whether the words, Difficik fstproprii 
niay not have been thrown in by Horace to form a separate article m a 
choice of difficulties which a poet has to encounter, who chooses a new subject : in 
w.uch case it must be uncertain which of the various explanations is the true one, and 
every reader has a right to decide as it may strike his own fancy. And even should the 
words be understood as tney generally are, to be connected both with what goes before and 
what comes after, the exact sense cannot be absolutely ascertained ; for instance, whether 
prcprie is meant to signify in an appropriate manner ^ as Dr, Johnson here understands 
St, or, as lUs -often used by CicerOj with propriety^ or eUgantly, In short, it is a rare 
instance of a defect in perspicuity in an admirable writer, who with almost every species 
of excellence, is peculiarly remarkable for that quality. The length of this note perhaps 
requires an apology. Many of my readers. I doubt not, will admit that a critical 
discussion of a passage m a favourite classick is very engaging. 
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possession of a barren part of America, and wondered why they 
should choose it Johnson, “ Why, Sir, all barrenness is 
comparative. The Scotch would not know it to be barren.” 
Boswell. “Come, come, he is flattering the ^ Engiisk Wou 
have now been in Scotland, Sir, and say if you did not see meat 
and drink enough there.” Johnson. “ Why ^ yes, Sir; meat 
and' drink enough to give the inhabitants, siiUcieiit' strength , to 
runaway' from home.” All these quick and .lively, sallies were ■ 
said 'Sportively, quite in jest, and with , a smile, .’whiehshow'^edthat 
he meant only wit. . Upon this topick he and ,Mr., .Wilkes, co.uld 
perfectly assimilate ; here was a . bond of union betw.een them^ 
and I was conscious that as both of them had visited Caledonia, 
both were fully satisfied of the strange narrow ignorance of those 
who imagine that it is a land of famine.' But they amused them- ' 
selves with persevering in the old jokes. When I claimed a 
superiority for Scotland over England in one respect, that no 
mao can be arrested there for a debt merely because another 
swears it against him ; but there must first be the judgement of 
a court of law ascertaining its Justice ; and that a seizure of the 
person, before judgement is obtained, can take place only, if his 
creditor should swear that he is about to fiy from the country, 
or, as it is technically expressed, is in meditatiom :fugmx 
Wilkes. “That, I should think, may be safely sworn of all 
the Scotch nation.” Johnson. (To Mr. Wilkes) “ You must 
know, Sir, I lately took my friend Boswell, and shewed him 
genuine civilized life in an English provincial town. I turned 
him loose at Lichfield, my native city, that he might see for 
once real civility: for you know he lives among savages in 
Scotland, and among rakes in London.” Wilkes. “ Except 
when he is with grave, sober, decent people, like you and me.” 
Johnson, (smiling) “And we ashamed of him.” 

They were quite frank and easy. Johnson told the story of 
his asking Mrs. Macaulay to allow her footman to sit down with 
them, to prove the ridiculousness of the arguments for the 
equality of mankind ; and he said to me afterwards, with a nod of 
satisfaction, “You saw Mr. Wilkes acquiesced.” "Wilkes talked 
with all imaginable freedom of the ludicrous title given to the 
Attorney-General, Didbolus Regis adding, “ I have reason to 
know something about that officer ; for I was prosecuted for a 
libel” Johnson, who many people would have supposed must 
have been furiously angry at hearing this talked of so lightly, said 
not a word. He was now, indeed, “ a good-humoured fellow.” 

After dinner we, had ^ an accession of Mrs. Knowles, the 


A.D. 1776 iEtat. 67 55 

Quaker lady^ well known for her various talents, and of Mr. 
Alderman: Lee. , Amidst some patriotick groans,' somebody- (I 
think the Alderman) : said, ■ ^®Poor old England is lost*^' John- 
son. Sir, it is not so much to be lamented that old England 
is lost, as that the Scotch have found it.”^ Wilkes. “Had 
Lord Bute governed Scotland only, I should not have taken 
the trouble to write his eulogy, and dedicate ''’Mortimer " to 
him.” 

; , Mr., Wilkes held a candle to, shew a hne .print of a beautiful^ 
female figure which hung in the room, and pointed out the 
elegant contour of the bosom with the finger of an arch 'con- 
.noisseur. , . He afterwards in a conversation with me waggishly 
nisisted, that all the time Johnson shewed visible signs of a 
fervent admiration of the corresponding charms of the fair 
Quaker.. 

This record, though by no means so perfect as I could wish, 
will serve to give a notion of a very curious interview, which 
was^ not only pleasing at the time, but had the agreeable and 
benignant effect of reconciling any animosity, and sweetening 
any acidity, which, in the various bustle of political contest, 
had been produced in the minds of two men, who though 
widely different, had so many things in common — classical 
learning, modem literature, wit and humour, and ready repartee 
—that it would have been much to be regretted if they had 
been for ever at a distance from each other. 

Mr. Burke gave me much credit for this successful negotia- 
Hon ; and pleasantly said, “ that there was nothing equal to it 
in the whole history of the Corj>s Diplomatique P 

I attended Dr. Johnson home, and had the satisfaction to 
bear him tell Mrs. Williams how much he had been pleased 
with Mr, Wilkeses company, and what an agreeable day he had 
passed. 

I talked a good deal to him of the celebrated Margaret 
Caroline Rudd, whom I had visited, induced by the fame of 
her talents, address, and irresistible power of fascination. To 
a lady who disapproved of my visiting her, he said on a former 
occasion, “ Nay, Madam, Boswell is in the right ; I should 
have visited her myself, were it not that they have now a trick 
of putting every thing into the news-papers.” This evening he 
exclaimed, “ I envy him his acquaintance with Mrs. Rudd.” 

I mentioned a scheme which I had of making a tour to the 

i It would not become me to expatiate on this strong and pointed remark, in which a 
very great deal of meaning is condensed. 





Johnson, ‘* Sir, you will get more by the book than, the. jaunt 
will cost you; so you will have your diversion for nothing,, and 
add to your reputation/^ 

On the evening of the next day I took leave of him, being ' to, 
set out for Scotland. I thanked him with great warmth for ail 
his kindness. “ Sir, (said he,) you are very welcome. : Nobody 
repays it with more.” 

How very false is the notion that has gone round the world 
of the rough, and passionate, and harsh manners of this great 
and good man. That he had occasional sallies of heat of 
temper, and that he was sometimes, perhaps, too easily pro- 
voked^’ by absurdity and folly, and sometimes too desirous of 
triumph in colloquial contest, must be allowed. The quickness 
both of his perception and sensibility disposed him to sudden 
explosions of satire ; to which his extraordinary readiness of wit 
was a strong and almost irresistible incitement. To adopt one 
of the finest images in Mr. Home’s ** Douglas,” 

«< On each glance of thought 

Decision followed, as the thunderbolt 
Pursues the flash ! ” 

I admit that the beadle within him was often so eager to apply 
the lash, that the Judge had not time to consider the case with 
sufficient deliberation. 

That he was occasionally remarkable for violence of temper 
may be granted : but let us ascertain the degree, and not let it 
be supposed that he was in a perpetual rage, and never without 
a club in his hand to knock down every one 'who approached 
him. On the contrary, the truth is, that by much the greatest 
part of his time he was civil, obliging, nay, polite in the true 
sense of the word ; so much so, that many gentlemen who were 
long acquainted with him never received, or even heard a 
strong expression from him. 

The following letters concerning an Epitaph which he wrote 
for the monument of Dr. Goldsmith, in Westminster- Abbe> , 
afford at once a proof of his unaffected modesty, his carelessness 
as to his own writings, and of the great respect which he enter- 
tained for the taste and judgement of the excellent and eminent 
person to whom they are addressed : 
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Isle of Man, and giving a full account of it ; and that Mr 
Burke had playfully suggested as a motto, 


“The proper study of mankind is Man.”' 
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BEAR. 

.1 HAVE been kept away from you,; I know not well how, 
;and of these vexatious 'hindrances I know not when there will 
, be^ an end.:' I therefore send you the poor dear Doctor’s 
epitaph. . Read it first yourself ; ■ and if you then think it right, 
show it to the . Club. I am, you know,- willing to be corrected. 

: If 'you think, any thing much , amiss, keep it to yourself, till we 
•come -together. ' I have- sent two: copies, but prefer the card. 
-The dates must be settled by Dr. Percy. I am, Sir, 

‘‘ Your most humble servant, 

■“‘-May'16,-1776.” - ■' Sam. Johnson/’ 

To THE Same. ' 

“-SIR, 

“ Miss Reynolds has a mind to send the Epitaph to Dr. 
Beattie ; I am very willing, but having no copy, cannot 
immediately recollect it She tells me you have lost it Try 
to recollect it, and put down as much as you retain; you 
perhaps may have kept what I have dropped. The lines for 
which I am at a loss are something of rerum civiUum stvh 
naturalium?- It was a sorry trick to lose it ; help me if you 
•can. I am, Sir, 

^ Your most humble servant, 

June 22,1776/* “Sam. Johnson/’ 


The gout grows better but slowly.” 


It was, I think, after I had left London in this year, that 
this Epitaph gave occasion to a Remonstrance to the Monarch 
of Literature, for an account of which I am indebted to Sir 
William Eorbes, of . Pitsligo. . , 

That my readers may have the subject more fully and clearly 
before them, I shall first insert the Epitaph. 


‘‘Olivarii Goldsmith, 

Poetae, Physici, Historici, 

Qui nullum ferh scribendi genus 
Non tetigit, 

Nullum quod tetigit non ornavit : 
Sive risus essent movendi, 

Sive lacrymse, 

Afiectuum potens at lenis dominator ; 


X These words must have been in the other copy.. They axe not in that which wiit 
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Ingenio stibliinis, vividus, versatilis, 

Oratione grandis, nitidus, venustus : 

. . Hoc^moniiniento niemoriam' coiiiit ■ 

■ ■ Sodalium amor ' 

Amicorum fideSj 
Lectorum veneratio, 

^ Natus in Hibernii Foniias Longfordiensis, , 

. In. loco cui nomen PallaSj' 

■■ Nov. .XXIX. MDCCXXXi;^ , 

Eblanse iiteris. institutus ; 

Obiit Londinij 
■ April IV, MDCCLxxiv.’' 

Sir William Forbes writes to me thus : “ I enclose the 
Robin. This jeu desprit took its rise one day at dinner at our 
friend Sir Joshua Reynolds's. All the company present, except 
myself, were friends and acquaintance of Dr. Goldsmith. I'he 
Epitaph, written for him by Dr. Johnson, became the subject 
of conversation, and various emendations were suggested, 
which it was agreed . should be submitted to the Doctors con- 
sideration. — But the question was, who should have the courage 
to propose them to him? At last it was hinted, that there 
could be no way so good as that of a Round Robing as the 
sailors call it, which they make use of when they enter into a 
conspiracy, so as not to let it be lmown who puts his name first 
or last to the paper. This proposition was instantly assented 
to ; and Dr. Barnard, Dean of Derry, now Bishop of Killaloe,^ 
drew up an address to Dr. Johnson on the occasion, replete 
with wit and humour, but which it was feared the Doctor 
might think treated the subject with too much levity. Mr. 
Burke then proposed the ' address as it stands in the paper in . 
writing, to which I had the honour to officiate as clerk, 

“ Sir Joshua agreed to carry it to Dr. Johnson, who received 
it with much good humour,® and desired Sir Joshua to tell the 
gentlemen, that he would alter the Epitaph in any manner 
they pleased, as to the sense of it ; but he would never consent 

3 [This was a mistake, which was not discovered till after Goldsmith’s monament wa& 
put up in Westminster Abbey. He was born Nov. 29, 1728 ; and therefore, when he died 
he was in his forty-sixth year. — M.J ’ 

2 [This prelate, who was afterwards translated to the See of Limerick, died at Wimble- 
don in Surrey, June 7, 1806, in his eightieth year. The original R&-und Robin remained in 
his possession ; the paper vrhich Sir William Forbes transmitted to Mr. Boswell bein:^ 
only a copy.-— M-) ’ 

® He However, upon' seeing Dr. Warton’s name to the suggestion, that the Epitaph 
should be in English, observed to Sir Joshua, “ I wonder chat Joe Waxton, a scholar by 
profession, should be such a fool.” He said too, " I should have thought Muad Burke 
would have had more sense.” Mr. Langton, who was one of thecornoany at Sir Joshua's 
like a sturdy scholar, resolutely refused to sign the Round Robin. This Epitaph m 





f d^6/i<S',^zmj'e^j£^ .^isyrn-Otf^ Qj>^4 

UifdueA^^^^ 

‘^msa^i ■A&ew(Jk^4 W^^ueci€i Ac'.£ifOti^a£>‘£:iS4^ &sdx>'i^e~ 
^//mM&m^^jiMwd/ assfu^eeA 
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& disgrace the walls of Westminster Abbey with an English 

inscription, 

I ^ consider ^this:. Robin 2i% a 'SpecicS' of" literary^ 

curiosity worth preserving, as it marks, -in a certain degree, Dr. 
Johnson’s character.” 

tfB^0H3> 'Mmm.adi^edeo SaSCCTBI^ 






My readers are presented with .a- faithful^vto of a 

paper, which I doubt not of their being desirous to see. 

engraved upon Dr. Goldsmith’s monument without any alteration. At another time, 
wdien somebody endeavoured to ar^ue in favour of its being in English, Johnson said, 
‘ ' The language of the country of which a learned man was a native, is not the language ht 
for his epitaph, which should be in ancient and permanent language. Consider, Sir, how 
you should feel, were you to find at Rotterdam an epitaph upon Erasmus in Bnink I 
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Sir William Forbes 'S- observation : is'^ very Just, : / Tlie ' anecdote 
now related proves, in the strongest manner, ■the, reverence a 
awe with which Johnson was regarded, by some of the most 
■ eminent men, of his time, in varions departments, ' and even by 
such of them as lived most with him; while it ..also confirms 
what I have again and again inculcated, that he was by no 
means of that ferocious and irascible character which has been, 
ignorantly imagined. 

This ^hasty composition is also^ to be remarked^ as one of 
the thousand instances which evince the extraordinary prompti- 
tude of Mr, Burke; who while he is equal, to the greatest 
things, can adorn the^ least; can, with equal facility, embrace 
the vast and complicated speculations of politicks or the 
ingenious topicks of literary investigation.^ 

Dr. Johnson to Mrs. Boswell. 

“ MADAM, 

“ You must not think me uncivil in omitting to answer 
the letter with which you favoured me some time ago. I 
imagined it to have been written without Mr. BoswelFs know- 
ledge, and therefore supposed the answer to require, what I 
could not find, a private conveyance, 

“ The difference with Lord Auchinleck is now over; and since 
young Alexander has appeared, I hope no more difficulties 
will arise among you; for I sincerely wish you all happy. Do 
not teach the young ones to dislike me, as you dislike me 
yourself; but let me at least have Veronica’s kindness, because 
she is my acquaintance. 

“ You will now have Mr. Boswell home ; it is well that you 
hpe him; he has led a wild life. I have taken him to 
Lichfield, and he has followed Mr. Thrale to Bath. Pray take 


For my own part. I think it would be best to have epitaphs written both in a learned 
iangitage, and in the language of the country ; so that they might have the advantagre of 
being more universally understood, and at the same time be secured of classical stabilitv 
1 cannot, however, but be of opinion, that it is not sufficiently discriminative, Applyirui to 
Goldsmith equally the epithets of » Historici, Physici;' is surely not rightTfor as to 

his claim to the last of those epithets, 1 have heard Johnson himself saj^. “ Goldsmith Sir 
rif Wh r® ^ the subject ; but if he can distinguish a cow from a horse! 

that, I believe, may be the extent of his knowledge of natural history.” His book is indeed 
an ^cellent performance, though in some instances he appears to have trusted too much to 
Buffon, who, with all his theoretical ingenuity and extraordinary eloquence, I suspect had 
Uttle actual information m the science on which he wrote so admirably. For instance 

rnSliK w every two years ; a most palpable errour, which 

Goldsmith faithfully transfewed into hi» book. It is wonderful that BuSon, 
lived so much m the country, at his noble seat, should have fallen into such a Unndtu 
I suppose he has confounded the com with the deer, 

Epitaph, Johnson honoured the memory of his friend Goldsmith with 
a short one in Greek. anUf voL h p, 502, wita 
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care of Mmy and tame him. The: only thing in which I have 
the honolir to agree ' with yon is, in loving him and while we 
are so much of , a : mind in a matter of so much importance, our 
other quarrels will, I hope, ' produce no. great bitterness. ■ ^ I am, 
Madam, 


May,. 16,. 1776,”, 


Your most humble servant, 

** Sam. Johnson.* ■■ 


Mr.' Boswell TO Dr." Johnson. 

Edinburgh, June 25, 1776'. 

**Yoij have formerly complained that my letters were too 
long. There is no danger of that complaint being made at 
present; for I find it difficult for me to write to you at all. 
[Here an account of having been affiieted with a return of 
melancholy or bad spirits.] 

“ The boxes of books ^ which you sent me are arrived ; but 
I have not yet examined the contents. 

* At ^ 

I send you Mr. Maclaurin*s paper for the negro, who 
claims his freedom in the Court of Session.” 


*®Dr. Johnson to Mr. Boswell, 

**'DEAR SIR, 

“These black fits, of which you complain, perhaps hurt 
your memory as well as your imagination. When did I com- 
plain that your letters were too long ? ^ Your last letter, after a 
very long delay, brought very bad news. [Here a series of 
refiections upon melancholy, and — what 1 could not help 
thinking strangely unreasonable in him who had suffered so 
much from it himself, — a good deal of severity and reproof, as 
if it were owing to my own fault, or that I was, perhaps, affecting 
it from a desire of distinction.] 

“Read Cheyne*s ‘English Malady*; but do not let him 
teach you a foolish notion that melancholy is a proof of 
acuteness. ***** 

“To hear that you have not opened your boxes of books is 

1 Upon a settkment of our account of expences on a Tour to the Hebrides, there was a 
balance due to me, which Dr. Johnson chose to discharge by sending books, 

Baretti told me that Johnson complained of my writing very long letters to him when 
I was upon the continent : which was most certainly true : but it seems my friend did not 
remember It 


k. 
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very offemsive. The examination and arrangement of so many 
volumes might have afforded you an amusement very season- 
able at present, and useful for the whole of life, I am, I 
confess, very angry that you manage yourself so il!. , * , 

“I do not now say any more, than that I am, with great; 
' kindness and' sincerity, dear Sir, 

Your humble servant; 

*^,SaM.. JOHNSGK,”' 

^‘Juiy 2, 1776.’* 

■ : It',was, last year determined' by Lord Mansfield in ; the 
Court of King’s Bench; that . a negro cannot, be taken out of 
the kingdom v/ithout his own consent” 


“ Dr. Johnson to Mr. Boswell. 

“ dear sir, 

“ I MAKE haste to write again, lest my last letter should 
give you too much pain. ' If you are really oppressed with 
overpowering and involuntary melancholy, you are to be pitied 
rather than reproached. ^ ^ * 

^“Now, my dear Bozzy, let us have done with quarrels ' .and 
with centre. Let me know whether I have not sent you 
a pretty library. There are, perhaps, many books among them 
which you never need read through; but there are none which 
it ris ; not proper for you to know, and sometimes tO' consult. ' 
;, Gf these the use is only occasional, it^ is ofteiL, 

sufficient to know the contents, that, when any question arises, 
you may know where to look for information. 

“Since I wrote, I have looked over Mr. Maclaurin’s plea, 
and think it excellent. How is the suit carried on ? If by 
subscription, I commission you to contribute, in my name, 
what is proper. Let nothing be wanting in such a case. Dr. 
Drummond, 1 I see, is superseded. His father would have 
grieved; but he lived to obtain the pleasure of his son’s 
election, and died before that pleasure was abated. 

*‘Langton’s lady has brought him a girl, and both are well - 
I dined with him the other day. ***** 

“It vexes me to tell you, that on the evening of the 29th of 

1 The son of Johnson's old friend, Mr. William Drammond. (See vol. i. p, riso.) He 
distinguished merit, that he was nominated to one of th& medical 
f ° Edinburgh, without solicitation, while he was at Naples. 

Having other news, he did not accept of the honour, and soon afterwards died. ^ 
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May I was seized by the gout, and am’ not quite well. The 
.pain has,, not '.-been, violent,'^ but the weakness and tenderness^' 
were very troublesome, and what is said to be veij uncommon, 
it has.;,not;: alleviated: my other' disorders. Make use of youth 
and health while, you have, them; make -my compliments to 
Mrs..BoswelL— I am, my dear Sir, ' 

** Your most affectionate 

JOHNSGH.'® 

16, 1776/^ : 

“Mr. Bosw,ell to Dr. Johnson. ' 

“Edinburgh, July iS, 1776. 

. '“.MY DEAR SIR, ■ ■ * ' 

OUR fetter of the second of this month was rather 
a harsh medicine ; but I was delighted with that spontaneous 
tenderness, which, afe-w days afterwards, sent forth such balsam 
as your next brought me. I found myself for some time so ill 
that all I could do was to preserve a decent appearance, while 
all within was weakness and distress. Like a reduced garrison 
that has some spirit left, I hung out flags, and planted all the 
force I could muster, upon the walls. I am now much better, 
and I sincerely thank you for your kind attention and friendly 
co'imsei.” 

* * * ^ 

“ Count Manucci ^ came here last week from travelling in 
Ireland. I have shown him what civilities I could on his own 
Account, on your’s, and on that of Mr. and Mrs. Thrale. He 
has had a fail from his horse, and been much hurt. I regret 
this unlucky accident, for he seems to be a very amiable rnari.^^' 

As the evidence of what I have mentioned at the beginning of 
this year, I select from his private register the following passage : 

“July 25, 1776. O God, who hast ordained that whatever 
is to be desired should be sought by labour, and who by thy^ 
blessing, bringest honest labour to good effect, look with mercy 
upon my studies and endeavours. Grant me, 0 Lord, to 
design only what is lawful and right ; and afford me calmness 
of mind, and steadiness of purpose, that I may so do thy will 
in this short life, as to obtain happiness in the world to come,, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.^’^ 

^ A Florentine nobleman, mentioned by Johnson, in his “ Notes of his Tour in France. 

I had the pleasure of becoming acquainted with him in London, in the spring of this year. 

» Rraj'crsand Meditations, p. 151. 
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It appears from a note subjoined, that this was composed 
when he purposed to apply vigorously to study, particularly 
of the Greek and Italian tongues.” 

.Such.. a purpose, so expressed, at the age of sixty-seven, Is. 

■ admirable and encouraging; and it must impress all the thinking 
,part,^ of ray readers with a consolatory confidence in habitual 
devotion, . .. when they see a man of such enlarged intellectual 
powers as Johnson, thus in the genuine earnestness of secrecy,, 
imploring the aid of that. Supreme Being, ** from' whom cometh 
down every good and every perfect gift.” 


“■To Sir Joshua Reynolds, 


‘SIR, 


“A YOUNG man, w-hose name is Paterson, offers himself 
this evening to the Academy. He is the son of a man ^ for 
whom I have long had a kindness, and who is now abroad in 
distress. I shall be glad that you will be pleased to shew him 
any little countenance, or pay him any small distinction. How 
much it is in your power to favour or to forward a young man 
I do not know; nor do I know how much this candidate 
deserves favour by his personal merit, or what hopes his pro- 
ficiency may now give of future eminence. I recommend him 
as the son of my friend. Your character and station enable 
you to give a young man great encouragement by very easy 
means. You have heard of a man who asked no other favour 
of Sir Robert Walpole, than that he would bow to him at his 
levee. I am, Sir, 

“Your most humble servant, 

■ ■ “Sam. Johnson.”, 

August 3, 1776.’' 

“ Mr. Boswell to Dr. Johnson. 

“Edinburgh, August 30, 1776. 

[After giving him an account of my having examined the 
chests of books which he had sent to me, and which contained 
what may be truly called a numerous and misceilaiieous Stall 
Library, thrown together at random : — ] 

“ Lotd Hailes was against the decree in the case of my client, 
the minister; not that he justified the minister, but because 
the parishioner both provoked and retorted. I sent his Lord- 

Paterson, formerly a bookseller, latterly an auctioneer, and well known for 
feis skill %n forming catalogues of books. He died in London, October 29, 2802,— M.] 
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ship your able argument upon the case for his perusal. His 
observation ^ upon it in a letter to me was, * Dr, Johnson’s 
Suasonum is pleasantly^ and artfully composed, I suspect, 
however, that he has not convinced himself ; for' I believe that 
„ he is better read in ecclesiastical history, than tO' imagine' that 
a ^Bishop, or a. Presbyter has a right to begin censure or 
: dasciplinei 

^ 

“For the honour of Count Manucci, as well as to observe 
that exactness of truth which you have taught me, I must 
correct what I said in a former letter. He did not fall from 
his horse, which might have been an imputation on his skill as 
an officer of cavalry ; his horse fell with him. 

“I have, since I saw you, read every word of 'Granger’s 
Biographical History.’ It has entertained me exceedingly, and 
I do not think him the Whig that you supposed. Horace 
Walpole’s being his patron is, indeed, no good sign of his 
political principles. But he denied to Lord Mountstuart that 
be was^ a Whig, and said he had been accused by both parties 
of partiality. It seems he was like Pope, 

‘While Tories call me Whig, and Whigs a Tory.* 

I wish you %vould look more into his book; and as Lord 
Mountstuart uishes much to find a proper person to continue 
the work upon Granger’s plan, and has desired I would mention 
it to you ; if such man occurs, please to let me know. His 
Lordship vrill give him generous encouragement.” 

“To Mr. Robert Levett. 

“dear sir, 

“Having spent about six weeks at this place, we have at 
length resolved upon returning. I expect to see you all in 
Fleet-street on the 30th of this month. 

“ I did not go into the sea till last Friday, but think to go 
most of this week, though I know not that it does me any good. 
My nights are very restless and tiresome, but I am otherwise 
well 

^ his Lordship uses the epithet pigasan^ly^ when speaking of a grave piece of 

re^onmg, I cannot conceive. But different men have different notions of pleasantry. 

1 happened to sit by a gentleman one evening at the Opera-house in London, who at the 
moment when Medea appeared to be in great agony at the thought of killing hex children, 

turnea to me With a smile, and said, enough.** 

afterwards told me, that he was of opinion that a clergyman bad 
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I again wrote to Dr. Johnson on the 21st of Gctoberj inform- 
hini) that my fathei had, in the most' liberal niaiinerj paid 
a large debt for me, and that I had now the happiness of being 
upon very good terms with him;; to which he return ed the 
following answer. 

‘^TO' James Boswell, Esq, 

“dbja'r sir, 

“I HAD great pleasure in hearing that you are at" last on'' 
good terms with your father. Cultivate his kindness by all 
honest and manly means. Life is but short; no time can be " 
afforded but for the indulgence of real sorrow, or contests upon 
; questions seriously momentous. Let us not throw away any of 
our days upon useless resentment, or contend who shall hold ' 
out longest m stubborn malignity. It is best not to be ano-ry ; 
and best, in the next place, to be quickly reconciled. May'yoii 
and your father pass the remainder of your time in reciprocal 
benevolence! 


you ever hear from Mr. Langton? I visit him some- 
times, but he does not talk. I do not like his scheme of life • 
but as I am not permitted to understand it, I cannot set any 
thing right that is wrong. His children are sweet babies. 

“ I hope my irreconcileabie enemy, Mrs. Boswell, is well. 
Desire her not to transmit her malevolence to the voiing 
people. .Let me have Alexander, and .Veronica, and Euphemia 
for my friends. ® 

^ Mrs. W illiams, whom you may reckon as one of your well- 
wishers, is in a feeble and languishing state, with little hopes of 
growing better. She went for some part of the autumn into the 

1 [His female servant. —M.} 

acquaintance Mr. Tho^*U*ose*worth^aL^^uity™v™ bee'n ?now** 

t“ perS"3' gra*S?pXL™‘^' whose collection of medals would do credii 

ftlirch Chronicle, died 


“ I have written word of my coming to Mrs. Williams. Re- 
member me kindly to Francis and Betsy.^ I am, Sir, 

‘‘Your humble servant, 

' “Sam. J oHNsoi?i.”^ 

“ Brighthelmstone, Oct. 21, 1776.’" 
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country, but, ^ is, little benefited; and Dr. Lawrencev confesses" 
that his art; is at an end. ■ Death -is, however, at a distance-:, 
and what more than that ,'Ca,n. we say of ourselves ? I am sorry 
for her pain, and more sorry ' for.' her 'decay. ' -Mr. Levett is 
sound, ; wind and 'limb.'. 

“J was ■ some weeks this 'autumn at ''Brighthelmstone, The 
place,, was^ very dull, and,! was -not welly the expedition, , to 
the Hebrides was the,, "most,- pleasant -Journey 'that I , ever 
made.^ , Such an effort annually would give the world a little 

diversification.' 

Every -year, hoivever, we cannot wander, and must there- 
tore endeavour to- spend, oui' time at home as well as we can. 

I believe it is best to throw life into a method, that every hour 
may bring'- its , employment, and every employment have its 
hour. Xenophon observes, in his t Treatise of Oeconomy/ 
that if every thing be kept in a certain :place, when any thing 
is worn out or consumed, the vacuity which it leaves will shew 
what is wanting ; so if every part of time has its duty, the hour 
will , call into remembrance its proper engagement. 

“ I have not practised all this prudence myself, but I have 
suffered much for 'want of it ; and I ' would have you, by timely 
recollection , and steady resolution, escape from those evils 
which have lain heavy upon me. I am, my dearest Boswell, ' 
Your most humble servant, 

“Sam. Johnson.’* 

Bolt-coOTt,'Nov. 16, 1776.” , , 

On the' 1 6 th of November I informed- him , that Mr. Strahan 
had sent - 'me twelve ^ copies, of the- “ Journey to the Western' 
Islands,” handsomely bound, instead twenty copies which 
were stipulated; but which, I supposed were to be " only in 
sheets; requested to know how they should be distributed: 
and mentioned that ,I had another son born to , me, who was 
named David, and was a -sickly infant, . 

“To James" Boswell,. Esq. 

“ DEAR SIR, 

“ I HAVE been for some time ill of a cold, which, perhaps, 

I made an excuse to myself for not writing, when in reality I 
knew not what to say. 

“ The books you must at last distribute as you think best, ia 
my. name, or your own, as you are inclined,, -or as you judge, 
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most proper, ' Every body cannot be obliged ; but I wish that 
nobody may be offended. Do the best you can. 

congratulate you on the increase of your familyj and 

■ hope that little David is by this time welb and his mamma 
■ perfectly' recovered. I am much pleased to hear of' the 

: re-establishment of kindness between you and ■ your^ father. 

■ Gultivate his paternal ■ tenderness as much as you can. 'To 

■ live ^ at variance at all is uncomfortable, and variance with a 

father is still more uncomfortable. Besides that, in the whole 
dispute you have the wrong side; at least you 'gave the first- 
provocations, and some of them very offensive. Let it now be 
ail over. As you have no reason to think that your new 
mother has shown you any foul play, treat her until respect, 
and with some degree of confidence ; this will secure your 
father. When once a discordant family has felt the pleasure 
of peace they will not willingly lose it. If Mrs. Boswell 
would but be friends with me, we might now shut the temple 
of Janus. I 

“What came of Dr, Memis's cause? Is the question about 
the negro determined ? Has Sir Allan any reasonable hopes ? 
What is become of poor Macquarry ? Let me know the event 
of all these litigations. I wish particularly well to the ne<yro 
and Sir Allan. ^ 

“Mrs. Williams has been much out of order; and though 
she is something better, is likely, in her physician^s opinion, to 
endure her malady for life, though she may, perhaps, die of 
some other. Mrs. Thrale is big, and fancies that she carries a 
boy ; if it were very reasonable to wish much about it, I should 
wish her not to be disappointed. The desire of male heirs 
is not appended only to feudal tenures. A son is almost 
necessary to the continuance of Thrale’s fortune ; for what can 
misses do with a brewhouse ? Lands are fitter for daufditers 
than trades. 

^ “Baretti went away from Thrale^s in some whimsical fit of 
disgust, or ill-nature, without taking any leave. It is well if he 
finds in any other place as good an habitation, and as many 
conveniences. He has got five-and-twenty guineas by trans- 
lating Sir Joshua’s Discourses into Italian, and Mr. Thrale 
gave hini an hundred in the spring ; so that he is yet in no 
difficulties. 

“ Colman has bought Foote’s patent, and is to allow Foote 
for life sixteen hundred pounds a year, as Reynolds told me 
and to allow him to play so often on such terms that he may 





gain four hundred pounds more; " What Colman can get b? 
this bargain/ but trouble and hazard, I do not see. 

am, dear Sir, 

“ Your humble servant, 

•‘Dec. ai, 1776.” "Sam. JOHNSON.” 


The Reverend Dr. Hugh Blair, who had long been admired 
^ a preacher at Edinburgh, thought now of diflusing his excel- 

lent sermons more extensively, and increasing his reputation, 
by publishing a collection of them. He transmitted the 
manuscript to Mr. Strahan, the printer, who after keeping it 
for some time, wrote a letter to him, discouraging the publica- 
tion, Such at first was^ the unpropitious state of one of the 
most successful theological books that has ever appeared. 
Mr. Strahan, however, had sent one of the sermons to Dr. 
Jolmson for his opinion ; and after his unfavourable letter 
to Dr. Blair had been^sent off, he received from Johnson on 
Christmas-eve, a note in which was the following paragraph : 

I have read over Dr. Blaifs first sermon with more than 
approbation ; to say it is good, is to say too little/' 

I believe Mr. Strahan had very soon after this time a 
conversation with Dr. Johnson concerning them ; and then he 
very candidly wrote again to Dr. Blair, enclosing Johnson's 
note, and agreeing to purchase the volume, for which he and 
Mr, Cad ell gave one hundred pounds. The sale was so rapid 
and extensive, and the approbation of the publick so high, that 
to their honour be it recorded, the proprietors made Dr.. Blair 
a present first of one sum, and afterwards of another, of fifty 
pounds, thus voluntarily doubling the stipulated price; and 
when he prepared another volume, they gave him at once 
three hundred pounds, being in all five hundred pounds, by an 
agreement to which I am a subscribing witness ; and now for a 
third octavo volume he has received no less than six hundred 
pounds. 

In 1777, it appears from his Prayers and Meditations,'' 
that Johnson suffered much from a state of mind ‘‘ unsettled 
and perplexed,” and from that constitutional gloom, which, 
together with his extreme humility and anxiety with regard to 
his religious state, made him contemplate himself through too 
dark and unfavourable a medium. It may be said of him, that 
he “ saw God in clouds.” Certain we may be of his injustice 

i [It turned puL however, a very fortunate bargain, for Foote, though not then fifty-six. 
died at aa mn in Dover, m less than a year, Oct. ax, 1777.— M.] 
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to^hiMself in '-the following lamentable paragraphj which it is 
painful to think came' from -the contrite heart of this great man, 
to whose labou^ the world is so touch indebted: “When I 
. ...survey my past' life,' discover 'nothing .but a barren waste of 
time, With some- disorders of body, and disturbances of the 
mind, very near to madness, which I hope He that made me 
will sulferto extenuate- many faults, -and excu.se many. deficient 
cies.”^ - But:, we .'.find his -devotions in this .year eminently 
fervent; and we are comforted by -observing intervals of auieti 
composure, and- gladness. . ' . " 

On - Easter day we find the following ' e.mpha. tick, .prayer : 
“Alrnighty and most merciful - Father, . v/ho ' seest all ' oiir- 
miseries, and ..knowest all our necessities, look down upon 
me, and pity me. Defend me from the. violent' incursion of 
evil thoughts, and enable me to form and keep such resolu- 
- tions as may conduce to the discharge of the duties ' which thy 
providence shall appoint me; and so help me, by thy Holy 
Spirit, that my heart may surely there be fixed, where true 
lays are, to be found, and that I may serve thee with pure 
affection and a cheerful mind. Have mercy upon me, O God, 
have mercy upon me ; years and infirmities oppress me,* 
terrour and anxiety beset me. Have mercy upon me, my 
Creator and my Judge. In all perplexities relieve and -free 
me; and so help me by thy Holy Spirit, that I may now so 
commemorate the death of thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ 
as that when This short and painful life shall liave an end* 
received to everlasting happiness! 

■V\_hile he was at church, the agreeable impressions upon his 
mind are thus commemorated : “ I was for some time dis- 
tressed, but at last obtained, I hope from the God of Peace, 
more quiet than I have enjoyed for a long time. I had made 
no resolution, but as my heart grew lighter, rny hones revived 
and my courage increased ; and I wrote with my pencil in my 
Common Prayer Book, 

** Fz^a ordinanda, 

Biblia legenda^ 

Theohgue opera danda. 

Seruiendum et hiandum-, ” 

Mr. Steevens, whose generosity is well knoivn, joined Dr. 
Johnson in kind assistance to a female relation of Dr. Goldsmith 
and desired that on her return to Ireland she would procure 

5 Prayers and Meditations, p. 155. s ibid, p, 138. 


A.D. 1777 -^tat. 68 71 

OTthentick particulars of the life of her celebrated relation. 
Concerning her is the following letter : 

**To George. Steevens, Esq. ^ 

.''.DEAR SIRj 

, Y.oiJ will be, glad to. hear that from Mrs. Goldsmith^ ■' 
mqiom we lamented as. drowned, I have received a letter full 
Gi gratitude to us. all, ■ with ■ promise to make the enquiries 
winch we recommended .to .her.' 

_I woidd have had the honour of conveying this intelligence 
to Miss .Caiiliield, but , that her letter is not at hand, and I 
.know-not the direction. Yon will ■ tell ■ the good news*. I 
am, Sir, 


-February 25 , 1777/' 


“Your most, &c. 

''Sam. Johnson.^' 


" Ma. Boswell ' TO ' Dr. Johnson. 

.. "Edinburgh, Feb. 14, 1777. 

"my dear sir, o » -I-? j 

" My state of epistolary accounts mth you at present is 
extraordinary. The balance, as to number, is on your side, 
lam indebted to you for two letters; one dated the i6th of 
November,^ upon which very day I wrote to you, so that our 
tetters were exactly exchanged; and one dated the 21st of 
December last. 

" My heart was warmed with gratitude by the truly kind 
contents of both of themj and it is amazing and vexing that 
I have allowed so much time to elapse without writing to you. 
But delay is . inherent in me, by nature or by bad habit. ' ' I 
waited till I should have an opportunity of paying you my 
compliments on a new year. I have procrastinated till the 
year is no longer new. 

* * * * * * 

" Dr, Memis's cause was determined against him, with 40I, 
costs. The Lord President, , and two other of the Judges, 
dissented from the majority, upon this ground ; that although 
there may have been no intention to injure him by calling him 
Doctor of Medicine^ instead oi Physician^ yet, as he reiiions- 
tiated against the designation before the charter was printed 
olf, and represented that it was disagreeable, and even hurtful 
to him, it was ill-natured to refuse to alter it, and let him have 
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the designation to which he was certainly entitled. My own 
opinion is, that our court has judged wrong. The defendants 
■ wemJn maid jide, to persist in naming him in way that he 
disliked. You remember poor Goldsmith, when he grew im- 
: . : portant, and/ wished to appear Doctor Major^ could not bear 
■■ your calling' him Goidy, Would it not have been wrong to 
, have named him so in 5?'our ‘Preface to Shakspeare/ or in any 
' Serious permanent writing of any sort? The difficulty Is, 
whether an action -should be allowed on such petty wrongs, 
De minimis non curat lex. 

“ The negro cause is not yet decided. A memorial is pre- 
paring on the side of slavery. I shall send you a copy as soon 
as it is printed. Maclaurin is made happy by your approbation 
of his memorial for the black. 

“Macquarry was here in the winter, and we passed an 
evening together. The sale of his estate cannot be prevented. 

“ Sir Allan Maclean’s suit against the Duke of Argyle, for 
recovering the ancient inheritance of his family, is now faidy 
before ail our Judges. I spoke for him yesterday, and Mac- 
laurin to-day \ Crosbie spoke to-day against him. Three more 
counsel are to be heard, and next week the cause will be 
determiried. I send you the Dtfonnations, or Cases, on each 
side, which I hope you will read. You said to me when we 
were under Sir Allan’s hospitable roof, ‘I will help him with 
my pen.^ You said it with a generous glow ; and though his 
Grace of Argyle did afterwards mount you upon an excellent 
horse, upon which ‘you looked like a Bishop,’ you must not 
swerve from your purpose at Inchkenneth, I wish you may 
understand the points at issue, amidst our Scotch law prin- 
ciples and phrases. 

[Here followed a full state of the case, in which I endeavoured 
to make it as clear as I could to an Englishman who had no 
knowledge of the formularies and technical language of the 
law of Scotland.] 

^ “ I shall inform you how the cause is decided here. But as 
It may be brought under the review of our Judges, and is 
certainly to be carried by appeal to the House of Lords, the 
assistance of such a mind as your’s will be of consequence. 
Your paper on Vicious Intromission is a noble proof of what 
you can do even in Scotch law, 

♦ * ■ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

‘‘ I have not yet distributed all your books. Lord Hailes 
and Lord Monboddo have each received one, and return you 
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thanks. Monboddo dined with me lately, and haring drank 

S i vShe? I brouSfit f P^fi^aUy as he did not talk of it 

sages^inHfLn^* , i° ^oud several pas- 

sages, and then he talked so, that I told him he was to have 

.Py /''^'« iAi author. He begged might be marked 

. " ■ ' . ■ * ' ^ * * 

** I ever am, my dear Sir, 

** Your most faithful 
And affectionate humble servant, 

“ Jam:es Boswell/’ 

“Sir Alexander Dick to Dr. Samuel Johnson. 

“ ^restonheid, Feb. 17, 1777., 

^ Had yesterday the honour of receiving your book of 
your Journey to the Western Islands of Scotland' which you 

were M good as to send me, by the hands of our mutual friend, 
Mr. Boswell, of Auchinleck ; for which I return you my most 
hearty thanks; and after carefully reading it ore? agaii^ S 

SS friend'/: books,\e« OU 

Journey to Corsica.’ As there are many 

that^L performances, I have often wished 

that no Travels or Journey should be published but those 

anH^d/^”w^-T<°n® and capacity to judge well, 

nnndV^ language, the situation 

condition, and manners of the countries past through. Indeed 

Scotland, in spite of the union of ^the crowns 
lo still in most places so devoid of clothing, or cover from 
hedges and plantations, that it was well you gave your readers 
a sound Momtoirc with respect to that circumstence The 
tmihs you have told, and the purity of the language in which 

‘Journey 'is universally read, may, 
and already appear to have a very good effect. For a man of 
my acquaintance, who has the largest nursery for treS and 
hfm^ country, tells me, that pf late the demand upon 

h/. / articles' is doubled, and sometimes tripled.' I 

haw, iherefore, listed Dr. Samuel Johnson in some of my 
memorandums of the pnncipal planters and favourers of the 
enclosures, under a name which I took the liberty to invent 
rom the Greek, Fafiadendrion. Lord Auchinleck and some 






few more are of the list. _ I am told that one gentleman in the 
shire of Aberdeen, Sir Archibald Grant, has planted above 
fifty millions of trees on a piece of very wild ground at Moni- 
musk : I must enquire if he has fenced them well, before he 
enters my list; for, that is the soul of enclosing. I began 
myself to plant a little, our ground being too valuable for much, 
and that is now fifty years ago ; and the trees, now in my 
seventy-fourth year, I look up to with reverence, and shew 
them to my eldest son, now in his fifteenth year, and they are 
full the height of my countrj'-house here, where I had the 
pleasure of receiving you, and hope again to have that satis- 
faction with our mutual friend, Mr. Boswell. I shall always 
continue, with the truest esteem, dear Doctor, 

“ Your much obliged, 

“ And obedient humble servant, 

“ Alexander Dick.”i 

“To James Boswell, Esq, 

“ DEAR SIR, 

“It is so long since I heard any thing from you,^ that I 
am not easy about it; write something to me ne.xt post. 
When you sent your last letter, every thing seemed to be 
mending ; I hope nothing has lately grown worse. I suppose 
young Alexander continues to thrive, and Veronica is row very 
pretty company. I do not suppose the lady is yet reconciled 
to me, yet let her know that I love her very well, and value her 
very much. 

“Dr. Blair is printing some sermons. If they are all like 
the first, which I have read, they are serfnmes aurei^ ac aur^ 
magis aurei. It is excellently written both as to doctrine and 
.anguage. Mr. Watson’s book,® seems to be much esteemed 



and ^J'oknstont I^oemata^^ another little book, printed ' at 
Middieburgh. 

“Mrs. Williams ^ sends her compliments, and pramises that 
.when you cotne 'hither, she will accommodate • you as' well as 
ever she, can in the:old^ room. ' ■ She wishes to know whether 
you sent her book to Sir Alexander Gordon. 

. ,My dear Boswell, ■ do not neglect to write to me j for your 
kindness Is .one of the pleasures of my life, which I should be' 
. sorryto lose. , I am,, .Sir, 

“ Your humble servant, 

*‘Febraaiy 18,1777.’’ “SaM. JohNSON/" 

“To Dr. Samuel Johnson. ■ 

‘‘Edinburgh, Feb. 24, 177 T 

.“'DEAR SIR, , , 

^ “ VouR letter dated the i 8 th instant, I had the pleasure to 
leceive last post Although my late long neglect, or rather 
delay, was truly culpable, I am tempted not to regret it, 
since It has produced me so valuable a proof of your regard. 
Tdid, indeed, during that inexcusable silence, sometimes 
divert the reproaches of my own mind, by fancying that I 
should hear again from you, enquiring with some anxiety about 
me, because, for aught you knew-, I might have been ill 

“ You are pleased to shew me, that my kindness is of some 
consequence to you. My heart is elated at the thought. Be 
assured^, my dear Sir, that my aifection and reverence for you 

e that a more perfect 
f mankind. And it is 
are - Genius, Leaming,,,' 

, - igs' into my 

event, which although in the natural course of 
things, I must expect at some period, I cannot view with 

composure. 

“ My wife is much honoured by what you say of her. She 
begs you may accept of her best compliments. She is to send 
you some marmalade of oranges of her own making. 

.. , ■ ■ sic' ' 3it : 

“ I ever am, my dear Sir, 

“Your most obliged 

‘*And faithful humble servant, 

“'James BoswellJ^' 


are' exalted and steady, 
attachment ever existed 
a, noble attachment ; foi 
and; Piety.,, 

“ Your difficulty of breathing alarms me, and brin; 
imagination. an ‘ 
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** To James Boswell, Esq. 

^*BEAR SIR, 

1 j pleased with your late letter, and am 

glad that my old enemy, Mrs. Boswell, begins to feel some 
remorse. As to Miss Veronica’s Scotch, I think it cannot be 
Helped. An English maid you might easily have; but she 
would still imitate the greater number, as they would be like- 
wise those whom she must most respect. Her dialect will 
not be gross. Her mamma has not much Scotch, and vou 
Hnl! yourseh very little. I hope she knows my name, and 
does not call me Johnston?- 

immediate cause of my writing is this:— One 
bhaw, who seems a modest and a decent man, has written 
M 1 ® Grammar, which a very learned Highlander, 

ray request, examined and approved. 

_ The booK IS very little, but Mr. Shaw has been persuaded 
oy his friends to set it at half a guinea, though I advised onlv 
. „d though, mysolf lilStoI. Vou, ^hom ifau^hol 
^onsiders as a great encourager of ingenious men, will receive 
a parcel of his proposals and receipts. I have undertaken to 

must ask no poor man, because the price is really too high. 

* such a work deserves patronage. ^ 

,f “ V praposed to augment our dub from twenty to thirty 
which I am glad ; for as_ we have several in it whom I do 
lot much hke to consort with,^ I am for reducing it to a mere 

men, without anv 


to Veronica, to Alexander 
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_ I think it hard that I should be a whole year without 
seeing you. May I presume to petition for a meeting with you 
in ^e autumn ? You have, I believe, seen all the cathedrals 
m England, except that of Carlisle. If you are to be with Dr. 
laylor, at Ashbourne, it would not be a great journey to come 
, tliitfier. WeAiiay pass a few most agreeable days there by our- 
selves, and I will accompany you a good part of the way to the 
southward again. ■ Pray think of this. 

“ You forget that Mr. Shaw’s Erse Grammar was put into 
your hands by myself last year. Lord Eglintoune put it into 
mine. l am glad that Mr. Macbean approves of it. I have 
received Mr. Shaw’s proposals for its publication, which I can 

perceive are written a Master. 

* -K- * * ^ 

*'Pray get for me all the editions of ‘Walton's .Lives.* I 
nave a notion that the republication of them with Notes will 
‘all upon me, between Dr. Horne and Lord Hailes.** ^ 

^ Mr. Shaw’s proposals t for “An Analysis of the Scotch Celtic 
Language, were thus illuminated by the pen of Johnson : 

Though the Erse Dialect of the Celtic language has, from 
the earliest times, been spoken in Britain, and still subsists in 
the noithersi parts and adjacent islands, yet, by the negligence 
of a people rather warlike than lettered, it has hitherto been 
left to the caprice and judgement of every speaker, and has 
floated m the living voice, without the steadiness of analogy, 
or direction of rules. An Erse Grammar is an addition to the 
stores of literature ; and its authour hopes for the indulgence 
always shewn to those that attempt to do what was never done 
before. If his work shall be found defective, it is at least all 
ms own : he is not like^ other grammarians, a compiler or 
transcriber ; what he delivers, he has learned by attentive 
observation among his countrymen, w^ho perhaps will be 
bhemselves surprized to see that speech reduced to principles, 
which they have used only by imitation. 

The use of this book, will, however, not be confined to 
the mountains and islands : it will afford a pleasing and 
important subject of speculation, to those whose studies lead 
them to trace the affinity of languages, and the migrations of 
the ancient races of mankind/* 

persons here mentioned executed the work which they had in contempla- 
lion. Walton s valua.ble book, however, has been correctly republished la quarto and 
octavo, with notes and illustrations, by the Rev. Mr. Zouch.-^M.]'' ■ ■■ ' ■ 
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■ “TO'spii.. .Samuel ■: Johnson.'" 

“MV DEAR SIR, ' “ Glasgow, April 34 , 1 7 7 

wDrthy friend Thrale’s death having appeared in 
and been afterft’ards contradicted, I have been 
placed m a state of very uneasy uncertainty, from which I 
h jed to be reheved by you : but my hopes Le a? y^fbeen 
xain. How could you omit to write to me on Lch an 
ocrasion? 1 shall wait with anxiety. 

“I ain going to Auchinleck to stay a fortnight with mv 
fa. her. It is better not to be there very long It om ^ 
But frequent renewals of attention are agreeable to him 

1 ray tel me about this edition of ‘ The English Poets 'with 
a Preface, biographical and critical, to each Authour bv^« 
Johnson, LL.D.’ which I see advertised. I am deli?4d?S 
the prospect of it. Indeed I am happy to feel £ 1 .?? 

ttri® JPf h delighted withfeature. But is not 

the charm ot this publication chiefly owinu to t 

no?nen in the front of it ? ■ ® ^nagntmt 

Chesterfield’s Memoirs and last 

‘‘My wife has made marmalade of oranges for you I 

my daughters and Alexander all well yJsterdav I 
have taught Veronica to speak of you thus -—nr 7®, ^ 

]obmfo». I remain, my Lr Sir, ’ 

‘‘ Your most affectionate, 

And obliged bumble servant, 

■ „ “James Boswell. 

«" »», foofah oS£'<;?5r*”^ 

^ It 

““?■ ®“ »”» “Sdit 

1! fd^ d“Si kd7‘*’ 
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Please to return Dr, Blair thanks for his sermons. The 
Scotch write English wonderfiiliy well ■■ •• 

■ ^ ^ ^ 

^ “'Your frequent visits to Auchinleck, and your short stay 
'tiieiej are very, laudable and very judicious.- Your present con- 
cord with your father gives me great pleasure ; it was all that 
you .seemed to want. 

very badj and' my nights 'are' very -unquiet.'' 
' ' ' mend them? I have for this summer 

. nothing better in prospect than a journey into Staffordshire and 
Derbyshire, perhaps with -Oxford and -Birmingham in my way. 

:“;Make'my compliments to Miss Veronica ; I must leave it 
. to philosophy to comfort you for the loss of little David. 
You must remember, that to keep three out of four is more 
than your share. Mrs, Thrale has but four out of eleven. 

“I am engaged to write little Lives, and little Prefaces, to a 
little edition of tlie^ English Poets. I think I have persuaded 
the booksellers to insert something of Thomson ; and if you 
could give me some information about him, for the Life which 
we have is very scanty, I should be glad. I am, dear Sir, 
“Your most affectionate humble servant, 

“Sam. Johnson.'* 

May 3, 1777. 

^ To those who delight in tracing the progress of works of 
literature, it will be an entertainment to compare the limited 
design Mth the ample execution of that admirable performance, 

“ The Lives of the English Poets," which is the richest, most 
beautiful, and indeed most perfect, production of Johnson's 
pen. His notion of it at this time appears in the preceding 
letter. He has a memorandum in this year, “29 May, Easter- 
Eve, I treated with booksellers on a bargain, but the time was 
not long/'^ The bargain was concerning that undertaking; 
but his tender conscience seems alarmed, lest it should have 
intruded too much on his devout preparation for the solemnity 
of the ensuing day. But, indeed, very little time was necessary 
for Johnson's concluding a treaty with the booksellers; as he 
had, I believe, less attention to profit from his labours, than any 
man to whom literature has been a profession. I shall here 
insert from a letter to me from my late worthy friend Mr. 
Edward Dilly, though of a later date, an account of this plan 
so happily conceived ; since it was the occasion of procuring 

^ Prayers and Meditations, p. tss. 
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of tlie best biography aad criticism 

of which our language can boast 


:■ “To James Boswell, Esq. ' ' 

“DEAR SIR. “Southhill,Sept. .6. i777. 

“You will find by this letter/ that l am still in the same 

retreat, from the noise and bustle of London, as when I 
wrote to you last. I am happy to find you had such an 
^reeable meeting with your old friend Dr. Johnson ; I have 
no doubt your stock is much increased by the interview few 
men, nay I may say, scarcely any man has got that fund of 

Whll^hF as Dr. Johnson in conversation. 

When he opens freely, every one is attentive to what he savs 
°f improvement as well as pleasure. ^ ’ 

thA p ® will do honour to 

the English press ; and a concise account of the life of earh 

authour by Dr. Johnson, will be a very valuable addition Zd 
stamp the reputation of this edition superiour to anv thirnr ttna*- 
f g«“%before. The first cause thatVve rJ^er^ ifnfer^ 
^ng, I believe, was owing to the little trifling edition of rhe 

Sed r examining the volumes which were 

printed, the type was found so extremely small, that manv 

"? i»co»LS 

attended it, but the inaccuracy of the press was verv con 
spicuous. These reasons, as well as the idea of an inv^Jion of 
wl^at we call pur Literary Property, induced the Londo“ok- 
Mllers to pnnt an elegant and accurate edition of all the 
English poets of reputation, from Chaucer to the present time 

agreed, that all the proprietors of ’copy-rtyhr 

wS^gtye/to*^ summoned together; and 4en their ojm^onc 
were given, to proceed immediately on the busine« L!!. ^ 
mgly a meeUng was held, consisting of about forty of the most 
respectable booksellers of London, when it was 
elegant and uniform edition of ‘The English Poets' sh™ w f” 

immediately printed, ivith a concise accS ol S mW^^^^^^ 

Doctor very politely undertook it, and seemed IceediS? 
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^e^ed with the proposal.^ As to the terms, it was left entirely 

tome Doctor to^ name ^ his own; he mentioned two hundred 
. jimeaSj, it was. immediately ^ agreed toj 'and a' farth.er .compii- 
aent, I belie¥e, will be, made .-him. A committee was iikemse 
^pointed to engage the best engravers, viz. Bartoloxzi, Sherwin,. 
mil, &c. Likewise another committee for giving directions 
about the paper, ^ printing, &c. so that the whole will be con- 
,,aa<^ea with. ,,spm^ and in the, best manner, with respect to ' 
authourship, editorship, engravings, &c. &c. My brother will 
.give, you a list, of the Poets we 'mean to -give, many of" which 
are wthiri, the time of the Act . ^.of Queen Anne,, which , Martin . ■ 
., .anci .iieli cannot give., , as they have no property in them : the" 
.proprietois are almost . all the, booksellers in London, of con- ' 
."Sequence. I am, dear Sir, 

“Ever youPs, 

Edward 

I shall afterwards have occasion to consider the extensive and* 
varied range which Johnson took, when he was once led upon- 
ground which he trod with a, peculiar delight, having .long been""" ' 
intimately acquainted with all the circumstances of it that could '■ 
interest and please. 

“Dr. Johnson to 'Charles O^Connor, Esq.^^ 

“ SIR, 

“ Having had the pleasure of conversing with Dr. Camp- 
bell about your character and your literary undertaking, I am^ 
resolved to gratify myself by renewing a correspondence which 
began and ended a great while ago, and ended, I am afraid, 
by my fault ; a fault which, if you have not forgotten it, you-> 
must now forgive. 

“If I have ever dipppointed you, give me leave to tell you,, 
that you have likewise disappointed me. I expected great 
discoveries in Irish antiquity, and large publications in the 

5 . IJohnscm's moderation in demanding so small a sum is extraordinary. Had he- 
asked one thousand or even nfteen hundred guineas, the bookseUers. who knew the value 
of his name, would doubtiess have readily given iu They have probably got five thousand 
guineas by this work m the course of twenty-five years."-~M.J 
“ Mr. Joseph Cooper Walker, of the Treasury, Dublin, who obligingiy com- 
municated to me this and a former letter from Dr. Johnson to the same gentleman, (for 
which see vol. i. page 395) vvmes to me as follows “ Perhaps it would gratify you to ■ 
have some account of Mr. O'Connor. He is an amiable, learned, venerable old gentle- 
man, 01 an independent fortune, who lives at Belanagar, in the .county of Roscommon : he- 
IS an admired writer, and Member of the Irish Academy.-The above Letter is alluded to 
m the Preface to the ad edit, of his Dissert, p. 3. "—Mr. O'Connor afterw^ards died at the- 
age of eighty.two, July 1, 3791. See a well-drawn character -of him in the Gentleman's- 
Magazme for August 1791 , 
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Irish language ; but the world still remains as it was, doubtful 
and ignorant. What the Irish language is in itself, and to whac 
.languages it has affinity, are . very, interesting questions,,, whioi 
every man .wishes ■ to see resolved that has any . philologicxl . 

' or historical curiosity. Dr. Leland begins his history too late : ■■ 
■■ . the ageS' w.hich^ deserve ■ an exact enquiry are those times (fot 
such there were) when Ireland was the school of the west, tie 
.quiet habitation of -sanctity and literature. If you could give 
a history, though imperfect, of the Irish nation, from its.' con-. 
version to Christianity to the invasion from England, you would ' 
amplify knowledge with new views and new objects.. Set. about: 
it therefore, if you. can: do what you .can easily do without 
anxious exactness. Lay the foundation, and leave -the super- 
structure to posterity. I am, Sir, 

“Your humble servant, 

“Sam. Johnson,’* 

*VMay 19, 1777.” 

Early in this year came out, in two volumes quarto, the 
posthumous works of the learned Dr. Zachary Pearce, Bishop 
of Rochester ; being “A Commentary, with Notes, on the four 
Evpgelists and the Acts of the Apostles/' with other theo- 
logical pieces. Johnson had now an opportunity of making a 
grateful return to that excellent prelate, who, we have seen, 
was the only person who gave him any assistance in the com- 
pilation of his dictionary. The Bishop had left some account 
of his life and character, written by himself. To this Johnson 
made some valuable additions,! and also furnished to the 
editor, the Reverend Mr. Derby, a Dedication,! which I shall 
here insert, both because, it will appear at this time with peculiar 
propriety ; and because it will tend to propagate and increase 
that “fervour of Loyalty^'' which in me, who boast of the name 
of Tory, is not only a principle, but a passion. 


“sir, 


“To the King. 


M PRESUME to lay before your Majesty the last labours of 
a learned Bishop, who died in the toils and duties of his calling. 
He is now beyond the reach of all earthly honours and rewards ; 
and only the hope of inciting others to imitate him, makes it 
now fit to be remembered, that he enjoyed in his life the 
lavour of your Majesty. 

“The tumultuary life of Princes seldom permits them to 
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sarvey the wide extent of national interest, without losing sight 
of pnvate ment ; to exhibit qualities which may be imitated by 
the highest and the humblest of mankind; and to be at once 
amiable and great. «<. uiivc 

Such characters, if now and then they appear in history, 
are contemplated with admiration. May it be the ambition of 
al your subjects to make haste with their tribute of reverence * 
md as posterity may learn from your Majesty how Kings should 
live, may they learn likewise from your people how they should 
be honoured. lam, . 

“ May it please your Majesty, 

“ With the most profound respect. 

Your Majesty’s 
Most dutiful and devoted, 

“Subject and servant.’^*' 

, Prologue* which was spoken 

Wise,” a comedy by Mr. Hugh Kelly, 
which haa been brought upon the stage in 1 770 ; but he being 
a wnter Por ministry in one of the news-papers, it fell a sacrifice 

to popular fury, and, in the play-house phrase, was dam?ied. B? 
the generosity of Mr. Harris, the proprietor of Covent-Garden 
theatre, it was now exhibited for one night, for the benefit of the 
authour s widow and children. To conciliate the favour of the 
audience was the intention of Johnson’s Prologue, which, as it 
IS not long, I shall here insert, as a proof that his poetical 
talents were: in no degree impaired. ■ / ■ ■ 

“ This night presents a play, which publick rage, 

Or right or wrong, once hooted from the stage : 

From zeal or malice, now no more we dread, 

For English vengeance Wixrj not with the dead, 

A generous foe regards with pitying eye 
The man whom Fate ha^ laid where all must lie. 

To wit, reviving from its authour’s dust, 

Be kind, ye judges, or at least be just: 

Let no renewed hostilities invade 
Th’ oblivious grave’s inviolable shade. 

Let one great payment every claim appease, 

And him who cannot hurt, allow to please ; 

To pi ease by scenes, unconscious of offence, 

By harmless merriment, or useful sense. 

Where aught of bright or fair the piece displays. 

Approve it only ; — ’tis too late to praise. 

If want of skill or want of care appear, 

Forbear to hiss ; — the poet cannot hear. 

By all, like him, must praise and blame be found,, 

At last, a deeting gleam, or empty sound j 



A circumstance which could not fail to be very pleasing to 
Johosooj occurred this year. The Tragedy of “Sir Thomas 
. Overbury/' written by his early companion in London, Richard 
Savage, was brought out with alterations at Drury-Iane, theatre.^ 
- The Prologue to it was written by Mn Richard Brinsley.. Sheri- 
, dan ; in which, after- describing very pathetically the wretched- 
ness of , 

** Ill-fated Savage, at whose birth was giv'n 
No parent but the jMuse, no friend but Heav’n : ” 

he introduced an elegant compliment to Johnson on his 
Dictionary, that wonderful performance which cannot be too 
often or too highly praised ; of which Mr. Harris, in his 
“ Philological Inquiries, ^ justly and liberally observes, “ Such 
is its merit, that our language does not possess a more copious, 
learned, and valuable work.” The concluding lines of this 
Prologue were these : 

** So pleads the tale® that gives to future times 
The son’s misfortunes and the parent's crimes j 
There shall his fame (if own’d to-night) survive, 

Fix’d by the hand that bids our language live.’* 

Mr. Sheridan here at once did honour to his taste and to his 
liberality of sentiment, by showing that he was not prejudiced 
from the unlucky difference which had taken place between his 
worthy father and Dr, Johnson. 1 have already mentioned, 
that Johnson was very desirous of reconciliation with old Mr. 
Sheridan. It will, therefore, not seem at all surprising that he 
was zealous in acknowledging the brilliant merit of his son. 
While it had as yet been displayed only in the di-ama, Johnson 
proposed him as a member of The Literary Club, observing 
that “ Pie who has written the two best comedies of his age, is 
•surely a considerable man.” And he had, accordingly, the 
honour to be elected ; for an honour it undoubtedly must be 
allowed to be, when it is considered of whom that society 
■consists, and that a single black ball excludes a candidate. 

^ [Onr authour has here fallen into a slight mistake; the prologne to this revived 
cragedy being written by Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Boswell very naturally supposed that it 
-was performed at Drury-Lane theatre. But, in fact, as Mr. Kemble observes to me. it 
was acted at the theatre in Covent Garden. — M.J 
' ^ Part First, Chap. 4. 

-8 “ Life of Richard Savage, by Dr. Johnson.” 
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Yet then -shall calm refiection bless: the^ nighty 
When liberal pity dignified delight ; 

When pleasure fif'd her torch at virtue’s: flame, 
And mirth was bounty with, an humbler name.” 
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^®Mr. Boswell to Dr. 
MY 'DEAR' SIR, , . ' 


Johnson. 

“jHly9, 1777. 


For the health of my wife and children I have taken the 
little country-house at which you visited my uncle, Dr. Boswell, 
who, having lost his wife, is gone to live with his son. We 
took possession of our villa about a week ago; we have a 
gai'den of three , quarters of an acre, well stocked with fruit-trees 
and flowers, ^ and gooseberries and currants, and pease and 
beans, and cabbages, &c. &c., and my children are quite 
happy. I now write to you in a little study, from the window 
of which I see around me a verdant grove, and beyond it the 
. lofty mountain called Arthiir^s Seat 

“ Your last letter, in which you desire me to send you some 
additional information concerning Thomson, reached me very 
fortunately just as I w'as going to Lanark, to put my wife’s two 
nephews, the young Campbells, to school there, under the care 
of Mr. Thomson, the master of it, whose wife is sister to the 
authour of * The Seasons.’ She is an old woman ; but her 
memory is very good ; and she will with pleasure give me for 
you every particular that you wish to know, and she can tell. 
Fray then take the trouble to send me such questions as may 
lead to biographical materials. You say that the Life which 
we have of Thomson is scanty. Since I received your letter, 
I have read his Life, published under the name of Cibber, but 
as you told me, really written by a Mr. Shiels;^ that written by 
Dr. Murdoch ; one prefixed to an edition of the ‘ Seasons,’ 
published at Edinburgh, which is compounded of both, with the 
addition of an anecdote of Quin’s relieving Thomson from 
prison ; the abridgement of Murdoch’s account of him, in the 
^ Biographia Britannica,’ and another abridgement of it in the 
‘ Biographical Dictionary,’ enriched with Dr. Joseph Warton’s 
critical panegyrick on the ‘Seasons’ in his ‘Essay on the 
Genius and Writings of Pope ’ : from all these it appears to me 
that we have a pretty full account of this poet. However, you 
will, I doubt not, shew me many blanks, and I shall do what 
can be done to have them filled up. As Thomson never 
returned to Scotland (which vm will think very wise,) his sister 
can speak from her own knowledge only as to the early part of 
his life. She has some letters from him, which may probably 
give light as to his more advanced progi-ess, if she vriH let us 


^■,;See pjp. 23 , . of $hh volume.' 
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see them, which- 1 suppose she will. I believe George Lewis 
Scott ^ and ^ Dr. Armstrong are now his only surviving coai- 
panions, while he lived in and about London ; and they, I dare 
say, can tell more of him than is yet known.. • My own notion ■ 
is, that Thomson was a much coarser man than his friends are 
„ willing .to acknowledge. His 'Seasons’ are indeed Tull of 
, e.legant and pious sentiments : but a rank soil, nay a dunghill,' 
will produce beautiful dowers. ^ 

“ Your edition ^ of the ' English Poets ^ will be very valuable, 
'..on account of the '.Prefaces and Lives/ ' But T have "seen a 
■specimen of an edition of .the Poets at the Apollo "press, at 
Edinburgh, which, for excellence in ' printing ■ and ■ engravin-^, ■ 
highly deserves a liberal encouragement. 

"Most sincerely do I regret the bad health and bad rest 
With which you have been alBicted ; and I hope you are better, 

1 cannot believe that the prologue which you generously gave 
to Mr. Kelly’s widow and children the other day, is the effusion 
of one in sickness , and in disquietude : but external circum- 
stances are never sure indications of the state of man. I send 

■ you a letter which I wrote to you two years ago at Wilton ; and 
did not send it at the time, for fear of being reproved as 
indulging too much tenderness j and one WTitten to you at the 
tomb of Melancthori, which I kept back, lest I should appear 
at once too superstitious and too enthusiastick. I now imagine 
that perhaps they may please you. 

\ ou do not take the least notice of my proposal for our 
meeting at Carlisle.® Though I have meritoriously refrained 
from visiting London this year, I ask you if it would not be 

« Lewis Scott, Esq., F.R.S., an amiable and learned man, formerly Sub- 

Srdmd in 1780 Majesty, and afterwards appointed a Commissioner of Excise, 

2 [Dr. Johnson was not the of this Collection of the En-iish Poets ; he mttclv 

enriched ; as it is rightly stated in a 

motive recommended the works of four or five poets (whom be 
has named) to be added to the collection ; but he is no otherwise answerable for an\' whic’^ 
are found there, or any which are omitted.— The poems of Goldsmith (w'hose life \ k-iow 
he intended to write, for I collected some materials for it by his desire,) were omitted in 
seUer — ^ petty exclusive interest in some of them, vested in Mr. Carnan, a book- 

» pr. j phnson had himself talked of our seeing Carlisle together, m’ek was a favourite 
word of hLS to denote a person of rank. He said to me, ‘‘lirri Llievftl mav 
the house of a Roman Latholick lady in Cumberland ; a high lady, Sir.** i afterwards 
oisaovered that he meant Mrs. Strickland, sister of Charles Townlev Eso w'hose verv 
^ ° is not more to be admired, ektlamdilS?- 

^ my friends have agrSa® 

experienced. 1 hey w-ho are possessed of valuable stores of gratification to nf 
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wrong that I should be two years without having the benefit of 
your conversation, when, if you come down as far as Derby- 
shire, we may meet at the expence of a few days’ journeying, 
and not many pounds. I wish you to see Carlisle, which macle 
me rnention that place. But if you have not a desire to 
complete your tour of the English cathedrals, I will take a 
larger share of the road between this place and Ashbourne. 
:so texi me where jon will iix for our passing a few days bv^ 
ourselves. Now don^t cry ‘foolish fellow/ or ‘idle doo-" 
Cham your humour, and let your kindness play. 

'I* oil will rejoice to hear that Miss Macleod, of Rasay, is 
married to Colonel Mure Campbellj an excellent man, with a 
pretty good estate of his own, and the prospect of having the 
harl of Loudoun’s fortune and honours. Is not this a noble 
tot tor our lair Hebridean ? How' am I that she is to 

De in Ayrshire. We shall have the Laird of Rasay, and old 
Malcolm, and I know not how many gallant Macleods, and 
^^gP^P^s, &c. &c. at Auchinleck. Perhaps you may meet 
them all there. 

“ Without doubt you have read what is called ‘ The Life of 
David Hume, written by himself, with the letter from Dr. 
Adrtin Smith &uojoined to it. Is not this an age of daring 
effrontery ? My friend Mr. Anderson, Professor of Natural 
Philosophy at Glasgow^ at whose house you and I supped, and 
to whose care Mr. Windham, of Norfolk, was entrusted at that 
University, paid me a visit lately ; and after we had talked with 
indignation and contempt of the poisonous productions with 
which this age is infested, he said there was now an excellent 
opportunity for Dr. Johnson to step forth. I agreed with him 
that you might knock Plume’s and Smith’s heads together, and 
make vain and ostentatious infidelity exceedingly ridiculous. 
Would it not be worth your while to crush such noxious weeds 
. in the' moral, garden ? . 

“ You have said nothing to me of Dr. Dodd. I know not 
how you think on that subject ; though the news-papers give 
us a saying of yours in favour of mercy to him. But I own I 
am very desirous that the royal prerogative of remission of 
punishment, snouid be employed to exhibit ah illustrious 
instance of the regard which GOD'S Vicegerent will ever 
shew to piety and virtue. If for ten righteous men the 
Almighty would have spared Sodom, shall not a thousand 
acts of goodness done by Dr. Dodd counterbalance one 
crime? Such an instance would do more to encourage 
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goodness than his execution would do to deter from me, 
I am not afraid of any bad consequence to society ; for who 
will , persevere , for a long course of years ' in a distinguished 
discharge of religious duties, with a view to commit a forgery 
with impunity ? ■ 

Pray make my best- compliments acceptable to Mr. and 
Mrs. -Thrale,- by assuring them of my hearty joy ■ that ^ the 
Masiery&s you call him, is alive. I hope I shall often taste his 
Champagne— 

■■ “ I' have not heard. from Langton-for a long time. ■ 1 suppose 
he is as usual,' 

'Studious the busy moments to deceive.^ 

^ ^ # 

“ I remain, my dear Sir, 

“Your most affectionate 

“And faitnful humble servant, 

“JAMES', Boswell/' 

On the 23rd of June, I again wrote to Dr. Johnson, en- 
closing a ship-master’s receipt for a jar of orange-marmalade 
and a large packet of Lord Hailes’s “ Annals of Scotland.” ’ 

“To James Boswell, Esq. 

“ DEAR SIR, 

“I HAVE just received your packet from Mr. Thrale's 
but have not daylight enough to look much into it. I am 
glad that I have credit enough with Lord Hailes to be trusted 
with more copy. I hope to take more care of it than of the 
last. I return Mrs. Boswell my affectionate thanks for her 
present, which I value as a token of reconciliation. 

“ Poor Dodd vras put to death yesterday, in opposition to 
the recommendation of the jury, — the petition of the city of 
London,— and a subsequent petition signed by three-and- 
twenty thousand hands. Surely the voice of the pubiick 
when it calls so loudly, and calls only for mercy, ought to be 
heard. 

“ The saying that was given me in the papers I never spoke : 
rat I wrote many of his petitions, and some of his letters. 
He applied to me very often. He was, I am afraid, long 


A.D. 1777 ^tat. 68 89 

KO of a respite. This letter immediately was laid 

: before lJodd;:- bu believed those whom he wished to be 
rights as it, IS' thoughtj til! within three days of his end. Hc ' 

(hed^ith pious composure and resolution. I have just seen 
the Ordinary that attended him. His address to his fellow- 
convicts offended the Methodists ; but he had a Moravian 
. With him much of' his time. His moral character is very bad : 

I hope all is not true that is charged upon him. Of his’ 
behaviGur m prison an account will be published. 

give you joy of your country-house, and your pretty 
garden y and hope some time to see you in your felicity. I 
was much pleased with your two letters that had been kept so 
long m store and rejoice at Miss Rasay’s advancement, and 
wish Sir Allan success. 

“ I hope to meet you somewhere towards the north, but am 
loath to come quite to Carlisle. Can we not meet at Man- 
chester ? But we will settle it in some other letters. 

^ Since they have been so much honoured by Dr. Johnson, I shall here insert them : 

To Ma. Samuel Johnson. 

, MY EVER . BEAR AND MOcH-RESPECTED SIR, ' 

‘ ‘ You know my^solemn en thusiasm of mind. You love me for it, and I respect myself 
for It, because m so far I resemble Mr. Johnson. You will be agreeably surprized, when 
you learn the reason of my writing this letter. I am at Wittemberg in 'Saxony. I am in 
the old church where the Reformation was first preached, and where some of the re- 
formers he interred. I cannot resist the serious pleasure of wiring to Mr. Johnson from 
the tomb of Melancthon. ^ My paper rests upon the grave-stone of that great and good 
man, who was undoubtedly the worthiest of ali the reformers. He wished to reform 
abus^ wmch had been introduced into the Church ; but had no private resentment to 
gratify.^ was he, that when his aged mother consulted him with anxiety on the 

perplexing disputes of the times, he advised her ‘ to keep to the old religion.* At this 
respected friend ! 1 vow to thee an eternal attachment, 
it shall be my study to do what I can to render your life happy : and if you die before 
me, i shall endeavour to do honour to your memory ; and, elevated by the remembrance 
of you, persist m noble piety. May God, the father of all beings, ever bless you » and 
may you continue to love 

“ Your most affectionate friend, and devoted servant, 

•‘Sunday, Sept. ,o,x;64.“ “Ja-me.. EMwant." 

“To Dr. Samuel Johnson. 

n “ Wilton- House, April aa, 1775. 

“mv^dear SIR, * 

‘‘ Every scene of my life confirms the truth of what you have told me, ‘ there is no 
^rtain happiness in this state of being. ’—I am here, amidst all that you know is at Lord 
i einoroke s ; and yet I am weary and gloomy. 1 am just setting out for the house of an 
oid friend m Devonshire, and shall not get back to London for a week yet. You said to 
me last Good- Friday, with a cordi.ality that warmed ray heart, that if I came to settle in 
London we .should have a day fixed every week, to meet by ourselves and talk freehv To 


as a viaiicum till I see you again. In your * Vani^ of Human Wishes/ and in Parneirs 
Contentment,*! find the only sure means of enjoying happiness ; or, at least, the hopes 
©fhappmess. I ever am, with reverence and affection,.: ■ ■ ^ 

*y Most faithfully your's, 

“ James Bosweli-’^ 
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“ Mr. Seward,^ a great favourite at Streathanij has bee!i| 1 
; think, enkindled ■■ .by ■ ■ onr . travels, with a curiosity to ■ see. ■ t.h.e . 
Highlands. I have given him letters, to you and Beattie. He 
„■ desires,: that a lodging may be .taken "for him .at Edinburgh, 

, against his arrival. He is' just setting out ' 

.“Langton has been exercising the militia. , Mrs. Williams is,' 
I fear,. declining. Dr. Lawrence says, he can do no more. ' 
She is gone to summer in the country, with as many, con- 
. .veniences about her as she can, expect ,;' .but I have no great 
hope.'^.■.We must all die: may we all be prepared,!.' ^ 

‘M suppose Miss- Boswell reads .Jier .book, and , young Alex- 
ander, takes to .his learning. Let ^ me ■ hear about them,;', for 
every thing that belongs to . you,- belongs' in a,' more ,' remote" 
degree, and not, I hope, very remote, to, -dear Sir, ■ 

■ ' “Yours aifectionately, , 

- “Sam. Johnso,n.^'. 

' June 28, 1777.’* 

To THE Same. , 

“ DEAR SIR, 

. “This gentleman, is a. great favourite at Streatliam, and 

therefore you will easily believe that he has very valuable 
qualities. Our narrative has kindled him with a desire of 
visiting the Highlands after having already seen a great part of 
Europe. You must recei%’e him as a friend, and when you 
have directed him to the curiosities of Edinburgh, give him 
instructions and recommendations for the rest of his journey. 

I am, dear Sir, 

“Your most humble servant, 

“ Sam. Johnson.” 

“Juae 24, 1777." 

Johnson’s benevolence to the unfortunate was, 1 am con- 
fident, as steady and active as that ot any of those who have 
been most emiiiently distinguished for that virtue. Innumer- 
able proofs of it I have no doubt will be for ever concealed 
from mortal eyes. We may, however, form some judgement of 
it, from the many and various instances which have been 
discovered. One, which happened in the course of this 
summer, is remarkable from the name and connection of the 

Anecdotes of some distinguished persons '■ 

^ four volumes, 8vo, well knovra to a numerous and valuable acquaintance for bis 

Chsrter-House, and 


.person who was the object of' it. . The circumstance to which 
IS ascertained:; by two letters^ one. to. Mr.^ Langton,:' and ■ 
.another to the Reverend' Dr. Vyse, .rector of Lambeth, son .'.:,of 
the 1 espectable clergyman at Lichfield, who was contemporary 
.'With Johnson, and in ^wiiose father’s family Johnson had the 
happiness .of being kindly received in his early years. 

.:: yV':;' JOHNSON' TO .Rennet ^ EsQ. 

®'^.'BEAR SIS, 

HAVE lately been much disordered by a difBcuIty of 
Dieathing, but am now better. I hope your house is well. 

been talking lately of St. Cross, at 
H inchester; I have an old acquaintance whose distress makes 
him very desirous of an hospital, and l am afraid I have not 
strength enough to get him into the Chartreux. He is a painter, 
who never rose higher than to get his immediate living, and 
irom that, at eighty-three, he is disabled by a slight stroke of 
the palsy, such as does not make him at all helpless on com- 
mon occasions, though his hand is not steady enough for his 

** My request is, that you will try to obtain a promise of the 
next vacancy, from the Bishop of Chester. It is not a great 
thing^to ask, and I hope we shall obtain it Dr. Warton has 
promised to favour' him with- his notice, and I hone he mav 
end his days in peace. ,I am, Sir, ' . 

Your most humble servant, 

'. ' .■ “Sam. Johnson.” 

Jii;iie'29,. 17.7,7. ' ' 

, /‘To THE .Re'verend . Dr. 'Vyse, at '.'Lambeth, 


“I DOUBT not but you will readily forgive me for taking the 
.liberty., of: requesting your assistance, .in recommending an old 
friend tp his' Grace " the Archbishop as Governor of the Charter- 

Hismame is 'De, Groot ; he was' born at. Gloucester ; 1 have 
know him many years. He has all the common claims to 
charity, being old, poor, and infirm in a great degree. He has 
likewise another claim, to which no scholar can refuse attention; 
he is by several descents the nephew of Hugo Grotius ; of him, 
from whom perhaps every man of learning has learnt something. 
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Let it not be said that in any lettered country a nephew of 
Grotius asked a charity and was refused. I aniy reverend Sir^ 
**Your most humble servants.. ■ 

' , . “Sam. Johnson.”. 

“Jaly 9 , 1777.” 

[To THE Reverend Dr, VysEs . at . Lambeth. 

“If any notice .should .be taken, of .the recommendation 
which I took the .liberty of .sending youj .it will, be necessary to 
know that Mr. De Groot is; to be, found at No. 8, in Pye-street, 
..Westmins.ter,' This- informations 'when I WTOte,. I could not 
give you ; and being going soon, to Lichfieldj. think it necessary 
to. be left .behind me. . 

“More I will not '.say. You will ’.want no .persuasion to 
succour the nephew of Grotius. 

. . “I am, Sir, 

“ Your most humble servant, 

Sam. .Johnson/'"] 

. , July ^22, .1777. . . . . . 


“The Reverend Dr. Vyse to Mr. Bosweli,. 


“SIR, 


f Lambeth, June 9, ifSf. 


vain for the letter which I spoke^-ofl 
and which I wished, at your desire, to communicate to you. It 
was from Dr. Johnson, to return me thanks for my application 
to Archbishop Cornwallis in favour of poor De Groot. He 
rejoices at the success it met with, and is lavish in the praise 
he bestows upon his favourite, Hugo Grotius. I am really 
sorry that I cannot find this letter, as it is worthy of the writer. 
That which I^send you enclosed,^ is at your service. It is very 
short, and will not perhaps be thought of any consequence 
unless you should judge proper to consider it as a proof of the 
very humane part which Dr. Johnson took in behalf of a dis- 
tressed and deserving person. I am, Sir, 

“ Your most obedient humble servant, 

“W. Vyse.”^ 

I lettter, 




“Dr. Johnson to Mr. Edward Dilly. 

“ SIR, 

“ To the collection of English Poets I have recommended 
the volume of Dr. Watts to be added ; his name has long been 
held by me in veneration, and I would not willingly be reduced 
to tell of him only that he was born and died. Yet of his life 
I know very little, and therefore must pass him in a manner 
very unworthy of his character, unless some of his friends will 
favour me with the necessary information ; many of them must 
be known to you ; and by your influence perhaps I may obtain 
some instniction : My plan does not exact much ; but I wish- 


. iiJLU.V..jlX J UUi, X nlSii' 

tO; distinguish Watts, a man who never wrote ■ but for a good 
purpose. Be pleased to do for me what you can. I am, Sir, 


Your humble servant, 

“Sam. Johnson/' 

“Bolt Court, Fleet-street, 

“July 7, 1777*” 

“To Dr. Samuel Johnson. 

“Edinburgh, July 15, 1777. 

“ MY DEAR SIR, 

“The fate of poor Dr. Dodd made a dismal impression 
upon my mind. 


“ I had sagacity enough to divine that you wrote his speech 
to the Recorder, before sentence was pronounced. I am glad 
you have written so much for him ; and I hope to be favoured 
with an exact list of the several pieces, when we meet. 

“ I received Mr. Seward as the friend of Mr. and Mrs. Thrale^ 
and as a gentleman recommended by Dr. Johnson to my 
attention. I have introduced him to Lord Kames, Lord 
Monboddo, and Mr. Nairne. He has gone to the Flighlands 
with Dr. Gregory ; when he returns I shall do more for him. 

“ Sir Allan Maclean has carried that branch of his cause, of 
which we had good hopes ; the President and one other Judge 
only were against him. I wish the House of Lords may do as 
well as the Court of Session has done. But Sir Allan has not 
the lands of Broios quite cleared by this judgement, till a long 
account is made up of debts and interests on the one side, and 
rents on the other. I am, however, not much afraid of the 
balance. 

“Macquarry^s estates, Staffa and ail, were sold yesterdayj, 
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and bought by a CampbelL I fear he will have little or 
nothing left out of the purchase money. 

“ I send you the case against the negro, by Mr. Cullen, son 
to Dr. Cullen, in opposition to Maclaurin’s for liberty, of which 
you have approved. Pray read this, and tell me what you 
think as a Politician, as well as a Poet, upon the subject. 

“Be so kind as to let me know how your time is to be 
distributed next autumn. I will meet you at Manchester, or 
where you please ; but I wish you would complete your tour of 
the cathedrals, and come to Carlisle, and I will accompany you 
a part of the way homewards. I am ever, 

“ Most faithfully yours, 

“James Boswell.” 


“To James Boswell, Esq. 

“ DEAR SIR, 

“Your notion of the necessity of an yearly interview Is 
very pleasing to both my vanity and tenderness. I shall , per- 
haps, come to Carlisle another year ; but my money has not 
held out so well as it used to do. I shall go to Ashbourne, 
and I purpose to make Dr. Taylor invite you. If you live 
awhile with me at his house, we shall have much time to our- 
selves, and our stay will be no expence to us or him. I shall 
leave London the 28th j and after some stay at Oxford and 
Lichfield, shall probably come to Ashbourne about the end of 
your Session ; but of all this you shall have notice. Be satisfied 
we will meet somewhere. 

“ What passed between me and poor Dr. Dodd, you shall 
know more fully when we meet. 

“Of law-suits there is no end; poor Sir Allan must have 
another tnal, for which, however, his antagonist cannot b“ 
much blamed, having two Judges on his side. I am more 
afraid of the debts than of the House of Lords. It is scarcely 
to be imagined to what debts will swell, that are daily increasing 
by small additions, and how carelessly in a state of desperation 
debts are contracted. Poor Macquarry was far from thinking 
that when he sold his islands he should receive nothin®’ For 
what were they sold ? And what was their yearly value ? The 
admission of money into the Highlands will soon put an end 
to the feudal modes of life, by making those men landlords 
who were not chiefs. I do not know that the people will 
suffer by the change; but there was in the partiarchal aithoritv 
something venerable and pleasing. Every eye must look with 


A.D. 1777 ^tat. 95 

pain on a Campbell turning the Macquarries at will out of their 
sedesavtta, their hereditary island. 

bir Alexander Dick is the only Scotsman liberal enough not 
to be angry that I could not find trees, where trees were not. I 
was much delighted by his kind letter. 

I remernber Rasay with too much pleasure not to partake 
of the happiness of any part of that amiable family. Our 
ramble in the islands hangs upon my imagination, I can 
hardly help imagining that we shall go again. Pennant seems 
to have seen a great deal which we did not see : When we 
travel again, let us look better about us. 

^ “ You have done right in taking your uncle’s house. Some 
change in the iomi of life, gives from time to time a new epocha 

of existence. Jn a new place there is something new to be 
done, and a difierent system of thoughts rises in the mind. I 
wish I could gather currants in your garden. Now fit up a 
little study, and have your books ready at hand; do not spare 
a money,^ to mase your habitation pleasing to yourself. 

I have dined lately with poor dear . I do not 

thmk he goes on well. His table is rather coarse, and he 
tias his children too much about him.i But he is a verv 
good man. ^ 

“Mrs Williams is in the country, to try if she can improve 
her health ; she is very ill. Matters have come so about, tliat 
she is in the country with very good accommodation ; but age, 
and sickness, and pride, have made her so peevish that I was 
torced to bribe the maid to stay with her, by a secret stipulation 
oi. nail a, ctowb a week over her wages. 

“ Our Club ended its session about six weeks ago. We now 
oniy meet to dine once a fortnight. Mr. Dunning, the great 
lawyer is one of our members. The Thrales are well 

‘ 1 long to know how the Negro’s cause will be decided. 
v\hat is the opinion of Lord Auchinleck. or Lord Hailes, or 
Lord Monboddo ? ' 

“ I am, dear Sir, 

“Your most affectionate, &c. 

“July 22, 1777.” “Sam. Johnson.” 

^ This very just remark I hope will be coastantly held in remembrance bv wb., 

to indulge their own fond feelings for their children at^he evnenrs- 
of their friends. The common custom of imroducinl tLm after 
judicious. It IS agreeable enough that they should appear at anv other tirrn* • 
should noth, suffered to poisou-the moments 

to^ompany, tmd m a manner compelling them ftom politeness to say w£t Key irnSi 
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‘‘Dr. Johnson to Mrs. Boswell. 

: : ‘‘MADAM, ^ 

‘‘ Though I am well ^enoiigh' , pleased . with the : taste of 
' : sweetmeats, very ^ little of the pleasure .which , I received at the 
■ arrival of your jar of marmalade arose from eating it. vlxe- 
' -ceived it as a token of friendship, as a proof ' of reconciliation, 
things much sweeter than sweetmeats, and upon ■ this ^ con- . 
:sideration I return you, dear Madam, my sincerest thanks. ' 
' :'Bj hav,ing your kindness I think I have a double security' for 
" the ' continuance of Mr. BoswelFs, which it is' not :, to be 
: expected that any man can long keep, when the influence of 
a lady so highly and so justly valued operates against Mm. 
.,Mr. Boswell will tell you that I was always faithful to youF' 
interest, and always endeavoured to exalt you in his estimation. 
You must now do the same for me. We must all help one 
another, and you must now consider me as, dear Madam, 

“ Your most obliged 

“And most humble servant, 

, “Sam. Johnson.” 

^'July 22, 1777.” 

“Mr. Boswell to Dr. Johnson. 

“Edinburgh, July 28, ,1777. 

“my dear sir, 

“This is the day on which you w^ere to leave London, 
and I have been amusing myself in the intervals of my law- 
■drudgeiy, with figuring you in the Oxford post-coach. I doubt, 
however, if you have had so merry a journey as you and I had 
in that vehicle last year, when you made so much sport with 
Owyn, the architect. Incidents upon a journey are recollected 
with peculiar pleasure ; they are preserved in brisk spirits, and 
come up again in our minds, tinctured with that gaiety, or at 
least that animation with which we first perceived them.” 

^ ■ :ic' . tic : 'sfe ' '■ ' 

[I added, that something had occurred, which I was afraid 
might prevent me from meeting him ; and that my wife had 
been affected with complaints which threatened a consumption, 
but was now better.] 

“To James Boswell, Esq, 

“dear sir, 

“ Do not disturb yourself about our interviews : I hope 
we shall have many; nor think it anything hard or unusual* 


A.D. 1777 ^tat 68 97 

that your design of meeting me is interrupted. We have both 
endtired ' greater evils, and have greater evils to expect. 

Mrs. BoswelFs illness makes a more serious distress. Does 
the, blood rise from her lungs or from her stomach ?■, From little 
vessels broken in the stomach there is .no danger. Blood from 
, the.' .lungs , js, I believe, always .frothy, as mixed with wind. 
Your physicians know^ very well what is to' be , done. The loss 
of „such a lady would, indeed, be very afflictive,:and, I.'hope she 
■ IS in, no danger. Take care ' to keep' ■ her mind as easy as is', 
possible., . 

*^,,I have ■ left Langton in London. ' He ■ has been, , dovai with 
the 'militia, and is again quiet at home,- talking to, his. little 
people, as I supf),ose you do sometimes. ■ Make my compliments 
■to Miss 'Veronica.^ The rest are too young for ceremony. 

* I cann.ot but hope that you have taken your country-house 
at a very seasonable time, and that it may conduce to restore 
or establish Mrs. BoswelFs health, as well as provide room and 
exercise for the young ones. That you and your lady may both 
be happy, and long enjoy your happiness, is' the sincere and 
€arne.st wish of, dear Sir, 

“ Your most, &e., 

r •. * ‘‘ Johnson.'* 

Oxford, Aug. 4, 1777.” 

“Mr. Boswell to Dr. Johnson. 

[Informing hirn that my wife had continued to grow better, 
so that my alarming apprehensions were relieved; and that I 
hoped' to disengage myself from the other embarrassment which 
had occurred, and therefore requesting to know particularly 
when he intended to be at Ashbourne.] 

“To James Boswell, .Esq.- ■ 

''DEAR... SIR,, 

1 AM this day come to Ashbourne, and have only to 
tell you, that Dr. Taylor says you shall be welcome to him, 
and you , know how welcome , you will be to. me. Make haste 
to let me know when -you may be expected. - ■■' 

“Make my compliments to Mrs. Boswell, and tel! her, I 
hope we shall be at variance no more, ; '■ I- am, dear Sir, your 
most humble servant, 

.“"Sam. Johnson/' 

Ang. 30, 1776." , 

.} iady, the authour‘s eldest daughter, and at this time about five years old, 

died HI London, of a consumption, four months after .her father. Sept. »6, 179S.—M.J 
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‘*To James Boswell, EsQ:.::'' 

'DEAR SIR,' 

“ On Saturday I wrote a very short letter, immediately upoB 
my arrival hither, to shew you that I am not less desirous of the 
interview than yourself. Life admits not of delays ; when 
pleasure can be had, it is fit to catch it ; Every hour takes away 
part of the things that please us, and perhaps .part of our dis- 
position to be pleased When I came to Lichfield, I found my 
old friend Harry ■ Jackson dead. ' It was a loss, and a loss not 
to be repaired, as he was one of the companions of my child- 
hood. I hope we may long continue to gain friends ; but the 
friends which’ merit or usefulness can procure us, are : not able 
to supply the place of old acquaintance, v/ith whom the days 
of youth may be retraced, and those images revived which gave 
the earliest delight. If you and I live to be much older, 
we shall take great delight in talking over the Hebridean 
Journey. 

**In the mean time it may not be amiss to contrive some 
other little adventure, but what it can be I know not ; leave it 
as Sidney says, 

' To virtue, fortune, time, and woman’s breast ’ ; ^ 

1 [By an odd mistake, in the first three editions we find a reading in this line, to which 
Dr. Johnson would by no means have subscribed ; m/?ze having been substituted for 
That ei-rour prooably was a mistake in the transcript of Johnson’s oris?inai letter, his hand- 
writing being often very difficult to read. The other deviation in thiheglnning of the line 
\vzf"t>ue instead of nature^ must be attributed to his memory having deceived him * and 
therefore has not been disturbed. ’ 

The verse quoted, is the concluding line of a sonnet of Sidney’s, of which the earliest 
copy, I believe, is found in Harrington’s translation of Ariosto, isqi, in the notes on the 
eleventh book “ And therefore, ’ says he, “ that e.xcelleni verse 'of Sir Philip Sidney in 
his nrst Akcadia, (which I know not by what mishap is left out in the printed booke, Lto 
wife • opinion wortbie to be praised and foliowed, to make a good and viituous 

V^o doth desire that chast his wife should bee, 

First be be true, for truth doth truth deserve ; 

Then be he such, as she hLs %vorth may see, 

And, ahvaies one, credit with her preserve: 

Not toying kynd, nor causelessly unk3'nd. 

Not stirring thoughts, nor yet denying right, 

Not spying faults, nor in plaine errors blind. 

Never hard hand, nor ever rayns [reins] too lieht ; 

As far from want, as far from vaine expence, 

Th’ one doth enforce, the t’other doth entice : 

Allow good companie, but drive from thence 
_ Ail fihhie mouths that glorie in their vice : 

This done, thou hast no more but leave the rest 
To nature, fortune, time, and woman’s breast” 

I this opportunity to add, that in England’s PARttASSUS, a collection of poetrv 
printed in 1600, the second couplet of this sonnet is thus corruptly exhibited : ' 

** Then /:<? such as his may see, 

And alwaies one credit her preserve”: 

a variation, which 1 the tath« mention, because the readings of that book have been 
triumphantly quoted, when they happened to coincide with the sophistications of IhH 
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for I believe Mrs. Boswell must have some part in the con- 

sultation.. ■ ■ 

Doctor, so far as I can judge, 
ss likely to leave us enough to ourselves. He was out to-dav 
before I came down, and, I fancy, will stay out to dinner. I 
have brought the papers about poor Dodd, to show you, but 
you will soon have dispatched them. 

“ Before I came away, I sent poor Mrs. Williams into the 
® pituitous defluxion, which wastes her 
padually away, and which her physician declares himself unable 
to stop. I supplied her as far as could be desired, tvith all 
com'emences to make her excursion and abode pleasant and 
uselut._ But I am afraid she can only linger a short time in a 
morbid state of weakness and pain. 

The ^hrales,: little and great, are all well, and purpose 
to go to^Brightheimstone at Michaelmas. ■ They will invite me 
to go with them, and perhaps I may go, but I hardly think I 
shall like to stay the whole time; but of futurity we know but 
little, 

O. " one of the ladies at 

btownul, has been struck wntha palsy, from which she is not 
^ a recover. How soon may such a stroke fall upon us 1 

Write to me, and let us know when we may expect you. I 
am, dear Sir, . ^ 

‘"Your most humble servant, 

«■ A ui, ■ c « '■ ‘‘Sam. JoHNsoN.^’^' 

* Ashbourne,. Sept 1, 1777.”,, ^ 

‘' Mr. Boswell to Dr. Johnson. 

“Edinburgh, Sept. 9, 1777. 

^ : [After informing him. that I was to set out . next day, in order 
•: to, meet him at Ashbourne j — ] 

‘' I have a present for you from Lord Hailes ; the ■ fifth book 
; of Lactantms/ which he has published with' Latin' notes. ■ He 
is also to give you a few anecdotes for your .‘ Life of Thomson/ 
who I find was private tutor to the present Earl of Hadington, 
Lord Hailes’s cousin, a circumstance not mentioned by Dr. 

f Shakspeare's plays in 1632, as adding I know not what decree of 

of on. book (an? ?ba1 


abounding, with the grossest falsifications of the authours from whose^works its extracts 
are made) could give any kind of support to another, which in we?v nasi ?stm more 

Steevens’s Shaiespeare, 5^ S 
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Murdoch. I have keen expectations of delight from your 

edition of the English Poets. ^ 

am sorry for ' poor Mrs. Williams’s situation.' You will 
however^ have the comfort of reflecting on your kindness to her, 

, , Mr. Jackson s .death, and Mrs.' Aston’s 'palsy, a.re gloomy cir- ■ 
cumstances. ^ Yet surely we should be iiabituateci to the 'un- ' 
certainty of life and health. When my mind is unclouded by 
melancholy, I consider the temporary distresses ofthis' state ' of 
being, as 'light afllictions,’ by stretching . my ■ mental vi.ew 
into tnat glorious' ■ afte.r-existenc€,.' when they will ' appear 
be as nothing.^ ■■ ■ But present pleasures and .present''' 
pains must be felt. ■ I lately read Rasselas ’ over aFain'' wi.th' 
great satisfaction. ' ^ 

■ Since you are desirous to hear about MacquaiiVs sale;':!'" 
shaJ inform you particularly. The gentleman who purchased. 
Ulva, IS Mr. . Campbell, of Auchnaba : our friend Macquarrv 
was proprietor of two-thirds of it, of which the rent was i ^ 61 kI 

This parcel was set up at 4,069!. 5s. id. but it sold for 

the island 

or btatfa, belonged to Macquarry of Ormaig. Its rent, includ- 
mg that of Staffa, 83I. 12s. 2|d. — set up at 2,1781 1 6s. 4d. — 
sold ibr 110 less than 3,5401 The Laird of Col wished to pur- 

chase Ulva, but he thought the price too high. There may 
mdeed, be great improvements made there, both in fishing and 
agnculture ; but the interest of the purchase money exceeds the 
rent so very much, that I doubt if the bargain will be profitable. 
There is an island called Little Colonsay, of lol. yearly rent 
which I am informed has belonged to the Macquarrys of Ulva 
for many ages, but which was lately claimed by the Presbyterian 
hynod of Argyll, in consequence of a grant made to them by 
n their claim will be dismissed, 

and that Little Colonsay will also be sold for the advantage ol 
Macquarry s creditors. What think you of purchasing this isknd 
aiid endowing a school or college there, the master to be a 
clergyman of the Church of England? How venerable wouM 
fn the name of Dr. Samuel Johnson, 

m tlie Hebrides 1 I have, like yourself, a wonderful pleasure 
in recollecting our travels m those islands. The pleasure is, T 
think, greater tlmn it reasonably should be, considering that we 
had not much either of beauty or elegance to charm ourima,giii- 
ations, or of rude uovelty to astonish. Let us, by ail meLs 
have another expedition. I shrink a little from our scheme of 

^ [See p, 86, n.— M.] 
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going up the .Baltick.V I am, sorry you. have already been in 
Wales:; for, I' .wish to see it. Shall we- go' to- Ireland, of which I 
have seen -but; little ? We shall try -to- strike out -a plan when- 
we, are , at Ashbourne. I am ever 

*‘'Wour most faithful humble servant, 

James Boswell. 

''To James Boswell, Esq. ^ 

-■■'■'DEAR 'SIR,. 

" I WRITE to be left at Carlisle, as you direct me ; but you 
cannot have' it. Your letter. Sept. 6 , was not at this place till 
this day, Thursday j^Sept. 1 1 ; and I hope you will be here before 
this is at Carlisle.^, However, what you “have not going, you 
may have returning; and as I believe I shall not love you less 
after- our interview, it will then be as true as it is now, that I set 
a very high value mpon your friendship, and count your kind- 
ness as, one of the chief felicities of my life. Do not fancy ■ 
that an intermission of writing is a decay of kindness. No man 
is always in a disposition to write ; nor has any man at all times 
something to say. 

"That distrust which intrudes so often ^ on your mind is a 
mode of melancholy, which, ^ if it be the business of a wise man 
to be happy, it is foolish to indulge; and, if it be a duty to pre- 
serve our faculties entire for their proper use, it is criminal. 
Suspicion is very often an useless pain. From that and ail 
other pains, I wish you free and safe ; for I am, dear Sir, 

" Most affectionately yours, 

. "Sam. Johnson.” 

** Ashbourne, Sept T I, 1777.” 

It appears that Johnson, now in his sixty-eighth year, was seriously inclined to realize 
the prqiectof our going up the Baltick, which I had started when we were in the isle of 
.jky ; for he thus writes to Mrs. Thrale ; Letters, vol. i. page 366; 

*« BnSWFT T.. r .‘c ^3»A777* 


pnrase 01 rioc.^(ey in tiu tiole^ it is pity he has better bottom.** 

Such an ardour of mind, and vigour of cnterprize, is admirable at any age ; but mors 
particularly so at the advanced period at which Johnson was then arrived. I am sorry 
now that I did not insist on our executing that scheme. Besides the other objects of 
curiosity and observation, to have seen my illustrious friend received, as ho probably 
would have been, by a ^snnce so eminently distinguished for bis variety of talents and 
acquisitions as the late king of Sweden ; and by the Empress of Russia, whose extra- 
ordmarj^ abmties, information, and magnanimity, astonish the world, would have afforded a 
noble subject for contemplation and record. This reaection may possibly be thought too 
visionary Dy_ the more sedate and cold-blooded part of my readers ; yet I own, I freauentlv 
indulge it with an earnest, unavailing regret. h j 

3 It so happened. The letter was forwarded to my house at Edinburgh. 
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On Sunday eveningj Sept 14, I arrived at Ashbourne, and 
drove directly up to Dr. Taylor’s door. Dr. Johnson and he 
appeared before I had got out of the post-chaise, and welcomed 

me cordially. 

I told them that I had travelled ali the preceding night, and 
gone to bed at Leek, in Staffordshire; and that when I rose to 
go to church in the afternoon, I was informed there had been 
an earthquake, of which, it seems the shock had been felt in 
. some degree^at Ashbourne. Johnson. *‘Sir, it will .be much 
exaggerated in public talk : for, in the first place, the eominon ■ 
people do not accurately adapt their thoughts to the objects ; ' 
nor, secondly, do they accurately adapt their words to^ their 
thoughts: they do not mean to lie ;■ but, taking no pains to be" 
exact, they give you very false accounts. ■ A great part of their ' 
language is proverbial. If any thing rocks at all, they say // 
rocks lie a cradle \ and in this way they go onj' 

^ The subject of grief for the loss of relations and friends beino- 
mtroduced, I observed that it was strange to consider how soon 
wears away. Dr. Taylor mentioned a gentleman 
ot the neighbourhood as the only instance he had ever known 
of a person who had endeavoured to relam grief. He told Dr. 
Taylor, that after his Lady^s death, which affected him deeply, 
he resolved that the grief, which he cherished with a kind or 
sacred fondness, should be lasting; but that he found he 
could not keep it long. Johnson. ‘‘All grief for what can- 
not in the course of nature be helped, soon wears away • in 
some sooner, indeed, in some later ; but it never continues 
very long, unless where there is madness, such as will make a 
man have pride so fixed in his mind, as to imagine himself a 
king ; or any other passion in an unreasonable way : for all 
unnecessary grief is unwise, and therefore will not be long re- 
tained by a sound mind. If, indeed, the cause of our grief is 
occasioned by our own misconduct, if grief is mingled with 
remorse of conscience, it should be lasting.^^ Boswell. “ But 
Sir, we do not approve of a man who very soon forgets the 
loss of a wife or a friend.^’ Johnson. “ Sir, we disapprove of 
mm, not because he soon forgets his grief ; for the sooner it is 
forgotten the better, but because we suppose, that if he forgets 
his Wife or his friend soon, he has not had much affection for 
tnem. ■ , , 

rhi disappointed in finding that the edition of 

he Jinghsh Poets, for which he was to write Prefaces and 
Lives, was not an undertaking directed by him : but that he 
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was tp^furmsh a Preface and Life to any; poet the booksellers 
pleased. I asked him if he would do this to any dunce’s 
works, if they should ask him. Johnson. “ Yes, Sir, and say 
he was a dunce.” My friend seemed now not much to relish 

talking, of this edition.' 

On Monday, September 15, Dr. Johnson observed, that 
every body commended such parts of his “Journey to the 

, Western Islands, as were in their own way. For " instance " 
(said; he), ^ Mr. Jackson (the. all-knowing) told me there was 
: more: good sense upon trade in it, than he-should hear io^ the 
House of Commons in a year, except from Burke. Jones com- 
mended the part which treats of language ; Burke that which 
aescribes the inhabitants of mountainous countries.^’ 

After breakfast, Johnson carried me to see the garden be- 
longing to the schooj of Ashbourne, which is very prettily 
formed upon a bank, rising gradually behind the house. The 
Langley, the head-master, accompanied us. 

While we sat basking in the sun upon a seat here, I intro-' 
duced a common subject of complaint, the very small salaries 
which many curates have, and I maintained, that no man 
should be invested with the character of a clergyman, unless 
he has a security for such an income as will enable him to 
appear respectable ; that, therefore, a clergyman should not be 
allowed to have a curate, unless he gives him a hundred pounds 
a year ; if he cannot do that, let him perform the duty himself. 
Johnson. be sure, Sir, it is wrong that any clergyman 
snoula be without a reasonable income ; but as the church 
revenues were sadly diminished at the Reformation, the clergy 
who have livings, cannot afford, in many instances, to give good 
salaries to curates, without leaving themselves too little : and 
If no curate were to be permitted unless be had a hundred 
pounds a year, their number would be very small, which would 
be a disadvantage, as then there would not be such choice in 
the nursery for the church, curates being candidates for the 
highei ecclesiastical offices, according to their merit and good 
behaviour. He explained the system of the English Hierarchy 
exceedingly well. “ It is not thought fit (said he) to trust a 
man with the care of a parish till he has given proof as a curate 
that he shall deserve such a trust.” This is an excellent /Aeary : 
and if practice were according to it, the Church of England 
would be admirable indeed. However, as I have heard Dr. 
Johnson observe as to the Universities, bad practice does not 
infer that the is bad. 
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We had with us at dinner several of Dr. Taylor^s neighbours, 
good civil gentlemen,; who seemed to understand: Dr. Johnson 
.very well, and mot .to consider him in the light that a certain:, 
person did, who being struck, or rather stunned by his ' voice ' 
and manner, when ,he was afterwards, asked what he thought of 
him, answered, “ He’s- a tremendous companion.” ^ 

Johnson told me, that “Taylor was a very sensible acute 
man,, and had' a strong mind: that he had , great activity in 
„■ some respects, and yet such a sort of indolence, that if you 
■ 'Should put a pebble upon .his chimney-piece, yoU' would find' it 
there, in the same state, a year afterwards,” ' 

■ , ' And here, is a proper place to give .an account of . Johnson’s 
.'humane and z.ealous ■. interference in , behalf of , the Reverend 
: Dr. -William Dodd, formerly Prebendary '' of - Brecon, and' 
chaplain in ordinary to his Majesty; celebrated as a very 
popular preacher, an encourager of charitable institutions, and 
aiithour of a variety of works, chiefiy theological. ^ Havino- 
unhappily contracted expensive habits of living, partly occa- 
sioned by licentiousness of manners, he in an evil hour, when 
pressed by want of money, and dreading an exposure of his 
ciicumstances, forged a bond of which he attempted to avail 
himself to supporj; his credit, flattering himself with hopes that 
he .might be able to repay its amount without being detected, 
ihe person, whose name he thus rashly and cri mi nally pre- 
sumed to falsify, was the Earl of Chesterfield, to whom he had 
been tutor, and who, he perhaps, in the warmth of his feelino-s 
flattered himself would have generously paid the money 1r^ 
case of an alarm being taken, rather than suffer him to fall 
a victim to the dreadful consequences of violating the law 
against forgery, the most dangerous crime in a commercial 
county" ; but the unfortunate divine had the mortification to 
und that he was mistaken. His noble pupil appeared against 
him, and he was capitally convicted. 

^hat Dr. Dodd was very little acquainted 
with^ him, having been but once in his company, manv years 
previous to this period (v/hich was preciselv the state *^of my 
own acquaintance with Dodd) ; but in his distress he be- 
thought himself of Johnson’s persuasive power of writing if 
haply It might avail to obtain for him the Royal Mercy. He 
id not apply to him directly, but, extraordinary as it may 
seem, through the late Countess of Harrington,^ who wrote a 

thl of WilHan., 
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to employ his pen in favour of 

. uom. . Mr. Allen, - the printe^^ whc was Johnson^s Jandiord 
and^next. nejghbour in: Bolt-court,,and:fo^^ he' had much 
kindness, : was, :0 of Dodd’s friends, of whom, to the credit of 

umanity be it, recorded, that he had many who' did, not desert 
mm, .even after his infringement of the law had reduced him to 
the state of a man under sentence of death. Mr., Allen told 
me^ that he , carried Lady ...Harrington's letter., to Johnson, 
that ,, Johnson' read it .walking up.- a.nd.-down 'his 'chamber, 
and seemed much ■ agitated, after , which -he, -/said,' , I will 
CIO .what I. can.;— .and certainly he' did make -extraordinar? 
exertions.',.., ^ 

He^ this evening, as he -had - obligingly promised in.'o,.ne of his 
.letters, put into -my hands the whole series of his', writings upon 
this,, melancholy occasion, and I shall ■ present my readers ..with,', 
the. abstract, which I, .macie from the collection ; in, doing which', 
i. studied to, avoid copying what , had a-ppeared in print,., and' ' 
now^ make part of the edition of Jo.hnson’s 'Works," published 
Dy .the. ^-BookseUers ,^of London,, but taking care,-,, to mark 
Jorasons variations in some of the pieces there exhibited. ' 

„ Dr. Johnson wrote in the fi.rst, place, Dr, Dodd’s. “ Speech to 
the Recorder of „Lo.n,don," at the Old Bailey,, when sentence of 
cleath was about to be pro.nounced upon him! ■ 

, ^' He wrote also The Convict’s, Address to- his unhappy 
Brethren,” a, sermon delivered by Dr, Dodd, in the chapel of 
.Newgate. .- According to Johnson’s, manuscript it. began thus 
after- the text,.. ./ do to be saved}— These were the 

words with which, the keeper, to whose, custo.dy Paul and Silas 
were committed,,:' ^by their "prosecutors, addressed his prisoners, 
when he saw the'm,' ..freed ;:fron^ „ their ', bonds by the perceptible 
agency, of d,ivine favour, „ and, .was, 'therefore, irresis-tibly con- 
vinced, .that they, .were .'no.t offenders .against . the laws, but 
martyrs to the truth." 

k ' Johnson. ,. was so, good .as to mark '. for. me with- his own 
hand, on a copy of this sermon which is now in my possession, 
such passages as were added by .'D'r. '-'Dodd. They are not 
many: Whoever will take the trouble to look at the printed 
and^ attend to what I mention,; will"-' be satisfied of this. 

_ Ihere is a short introduction by Dr. Dodd, and he also 
inserted this sentence, You see with what confusion and 
dishonour I now stand before you ; — no more in the pulpit of 
instruction, but on this humble seat with yourselves." The 
notes are entirely Dodd’s own, and Johnson’s writing ends at 
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the words, “ the thief whom he pardoned on the cross.” What 
foiiows was supplied by Dr. Dodd himself. 

The other pieces mentioned by Johnson in the above- 
mentioned collection, are two letters, one to the Lord Chancellor 
Jiathurst, (not Lord North, as is erroneously supposed,) and 
one to Lorf Mansfield;— A Petition from Dr. Dodd to the 
King A Petition from Mrs. Dodd to the Queen :—Observ- 

news-papers, on occasion 
ot Lari Pwcy s hping presented to his Majesty a petition for 

mercy to Dodd, signed by twenty thousand people; but all in 

vain. He told me that he had also written a petition from the 

he, with a significant smile) they 

The last of these articles which Johnson wrote is “ Dr Dodd’s 
last solemn Declaration,” which he left with the sheriff at the 
place of execuhon. Here also my friend marked the variations 
on a copy of that piece now in my possession. Dodd inserted 
I never knew or attended to the calls of frugality, ' or the 
needful minuteness of painful ceconomy;” and in he neS 
sentence he introduced the words which I distin-nith hv 
Jiakcks-,^M.y life for some few unhappy years past Ls been 
drea^ully erroneous” Johnson’s expmfsiL was hypZt^Ual 

hesaifrerid’ 

Having thus au thentically settled what part of the “ Occasional 
Papers, concerning Dr. Dodd’s miserable situation, came from 
the pen of Johnson, I shall proceed to present my readers with 
my record of the unpublished writings^elating L that exTra- 
ordinaiy and interesting matter. ‘•“at extra 

I found a letter to Dr. Johnson from Dr. Dodd, May s” 

Majesty,, in favour of Dr. Dodd^^ & Lesent ifm “Q’’® London to his 

omitted inclosed in crotchets anddm a^dJiUn Passages as 

“That William Dodd, Doctor ’ 0 “^^ no» ®orIted in ffalicks. 

Majesty! gaei cf Nervgate, for tlmcrW’of fo^I^v^h^f f®' <iooth f„ ymr 

useful and laudable example of dSc? in fk ^ikL°V“ 

believe, has exercised his ^istrybmth^eat fid.l?, ““ '’1® wason to 

hn ynduud tht m>s ^ and efficacy.] to/w/i. f« „,a„y 

severi cSy”£M -cC™ promoter of 

been on many notions a benefactm- to *’* “““liored as having 

W bea nouhe Sequrade of h^Uu'S%eprav15 but’ the“ “>”* W 

and TOlent temptation.) aonuai uepravity, but the suggestion of some sudden 

unprec^'iifcdmJ^Sli^f “ “me of its circumstances 
most humbly recominend the said William ’Do^ta ^ cietmttcy^ itheyj 

consideratien, m hopes that he will be fonnrf oU Majesty s most gracious 

example of Royal Mlrcyr' ^ altogether [unfit] unwarihj^ to smnd ^ 
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1777- :•! which “The Convict’s Address” seems clearly to 

“ I am so penetrated, my ever dear Sir, with a sense of your 
extreme benevolpce towards me, that I cannot find words 
equal to the sentiments of my heart. * ♦ * * 

_ ‘ You are too conversant in the world to need the slightest 

tout from me, of what infinite utility the Speech ^ on the awe- 
iff f f been to me. ■■ I experience, every hour, some' good' 
.eriect from it lam sure that effects still m,ore salutary and,, 
important must follow from your kind and intended favour. I ■ 
will laboiir----GoD being my helper, —to do justice to it from the 
puipit. 1 am sure, had I your sentiments constantly to deliver 
from thence, m all their mighty force and power,, not a soul could ' 
De lett unconvinced and uiipersuaded.*’ 

He added “May God Almighty bless and reward, with his 
choicest comforts, your philanthropick actions, and enable me 
at all times to express what I feel of the high and uncommon 
oblations which I owe to the first man in our times.” 

On Sunday, June 22, he writes, begging Dr. Johnson’s 
assistoce in framing a supplicatory letter to his Majesty : 

it his Majesty could be moved of his royal clemency to 
spare me and my family, the horrours and ignominy of is^puhlich 
deaths which the publick itself is solicitous to wave, and to grant 
me m some silent distant corner of the globe to pass the 
remainder of my days in penitence and prayer, I would bless 
his clemency and be humbled.'^ 

This^ letter was brought to Dr. Johnson when in church. He 
stooped down and read it, and wrote, when he went home, the 
following letter for Dr. Dodd to the King : 

“SIR, 

May it not offend your Majesty, that the most miserable 
g! men applies himself to your clemency, as his last hope and 
his to that your mercy is most earnestly and humbly 

implored by a clergyman,, whom your Laws and Judges have 
condemned to the horrour and ignominy of a publick execution. 

I confess the crime, and own the enormity of its con- 
sec|uences, and the danger of its example. Nor have I the 
confidence to petition for impunity ; but humbly hope, that 
publick security may be established, without the spectacle of a 
clergyman dragged through the streets, to a death of infamy, 
amidst the derision of the profligate and profane; and that 

^ His Speech at the Old when, found gnilty. 
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justice may be satisfied witb irrevocable exiles perpetual disgrace 
and hopeless penury,- * 

®*My lifcj Sir, has ■ not : been useless': to : mankind I have 
benefited many. But my pifences,. against.. Goo are .number- 
.„ .less, and I have had little time ■ for Tepentance. Preserve me 
Sir, by your prerogative of mercy, from- the' necessity of appear- 
ing unprepared at that ■■ tribunal, before, which Kings and 
Subjects must stand at last together. Permit me to hide my ■ 
guilt m some obscure comer 'of a foreign ..country, where if.'l 
can ever attain confidence. to hope ; that my prayers. ..will', be 
..i^ard, .they shall be poured with all the fervour of .gratitude for ' 
the life and happiness of your 'Majesty. ,, I am, Sir, .. 

'“"^o.ur 'Majesty’s, .. 

: ..Subjoined to it was written as follows V 


** SIR, 


'*‘To Dr, Dodd. 


I MOST senously enjoin you not to let it be at all 
known that I have written this letter, and to return the copy to 
Mr._ ^len in a cover to me. I hope I need not tell you, that 
I wish It success. — But do not indulge hope.— Tell nobody;” 

iKif pitched on to assist in 

tos melancholy office, for hs was a great friend of Mr. Akerman, 

ffie keepw of Newgate. Dr. Johnson never went to see Dr 
Dodd. He said to me, “ it would have done him more harm' 

te if 

Dr. Johnson, on the 20th of June, wrote the following letter : 

“To THE Right Honourable Charles Jenkinson 
“sir, 

“ Since the conviction and condemnation of Dr. Dodd I 
intervention of a friend, some intercourae 
^ h him, and I am sure I shall lose nothing in your opinion 
by tenderness and commiseration. Whatever be the crLe h 

of the delinquent, without a 

tTkl K H when no life has been 

^en away by him. I will, therefore, take the liberty of 
suggesting some reasons for which I wish this unhappy bein^^ 
to escape the utmost ngour of his sentence. ® 

He IS, so far as I can recollect, the first clergyman of our 
church who has suffered publick execution for imSlftyf S 
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I koow not whether it would not be more for the interests of 
religion to bury such an offender in the obscurity of perpetual 
exiiej than to expose him in a cart, ■and. on the gallows, to all 
. who for .any .reason^ are enemies' to the clergy. . ■ 

The' sup.reme power has, in .all ages, paid, some attention to ■ 
the voice of the people ; and that voice' does not least deserve 
.to. be heard, .when it calls out for mercy. There is now a very 
.■geiieral desire that .Dodd's .life should be spared... More is 'not 
wished; .and,, perhaps, this is not too much to be. g.ranted. ■ 

“ If you, Sir, have any opportunity of enforcing these reasons, 
you may, perhaps, think them worthy of consideration : but 
whatever you determine, I most respectfully intreat . that you 
/will be pleased to pardon for this intrusion,- Sir, 

“ Your most obedient 

“ And most humble servant, 

“ Sam. Johnson.” 

It has been confidently circulated, with invidious remarks, 
that to this letter no attention whatever was paid by Mr. 
Jenkinson, (afterwards Earl of Liverpool), and that he did not 
even deign to shew the common civility of owning the receipt 
of it. I could not but wonder at such conduct in the noble 
Lord, whose own character and just elevation in life, I thought, 
must have impressed him with all due regard for great abilities 
and attainments. As the story had been much talked of, and 
apparently from good authority, I could not but have animad- 
verted upon it in this work, had it been as was alledged ; but 
from my earnest love of truth, and having found reason to think 
that there might be a mistake, I presumed to write to his Lord- 
ship, requesting" an explanation ; . and it is with the sincerest 
pleasure that I am enabled to assure the world, that there is no 
foundation for it, the fact being, that owing to some neglect, or 
accident, Johnson's letter never came to Lord Hawkesbury's 
hands. I should have thought it strange indeed, if that noble 
Lord had undervalued my illustrious friend ; but instead of 
this being the case, his Lordship, in the very polite answer with 
which he was pleased immediately to honour me, thus expresses 
himself : — “ I have always respected the memory of Dr. Johnson, 
and admire bis writings ; and I frequently read many parts of 
them with pleasure and great improvement” 

All applications for the Royal Mercy having failed, Dr. Dodd 
prepared himself for death ; and, with a warmth of gratitude, 
wrote to Dr. Johnson as follows : 


no 



The Life of Dr. Johnson 

, “ J^ae 25, 

Accept, thou greaf and heart, my earnest and fervent 

thanks and prayers for all thy benevolent and kind efforts in 

my behalf.— Oh 1 Dr. Johnson ! as I sought your knowled-^e 
at anewlyhour m life, would to heaven I had cultivated the 
love and acquaintance of so excellent a man I pray God 
most sincerely to bless you with the highest transports— the 

infel satisfaction of Au^mne and benevdent exertions l^nd 

aamitted, as I trust I shall be, to the realms of bfeV before 
you, I shAllha.ll your arrival there with transports, and rejdce 
to acknowledge that you was my Comforter, nry Advocate anrf 

my Friend I God be ever with you 1 T 

tSf: “>"»» *»a 

“ To THE Reverend Dr, Dodd 

“ DEAR SIR, 

.p r.hr r;® 

of meo, are below the notice of an immSkw.'t™!'’.® 
stand the trial for eternity, before the SupreiM Tudalof^hl^^ 
and earth. Be comforted : your crime mSallv of 5 • ? 

considered, has no very deep dye of turS? '’f/®^‘S«ously 
no man's principles;^ attaU nl Sft. 'itTvoS 
only a temporary and reparable injury. Of this and of llJ 
other sms, you are earnestly to repent • and mlv ^ u 
knoweth our fraility, and desireth not o(ir dlth LcS v’Sr 

" ‘“Ju te, d tt" "if oS Iqrr • 

pleased .r? 

“ Your most aifectionate servant^ ’ 

*‘'June 26, lyyyj* , Johnsoh/^, 

Under the copy of this letter I found written in * 

° To ='• »S." ' " 
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repiitotioiij wliicli , no. man' can give to -himself, those .who- con- 
ferred it .are to answer." > Of .his. publick. ministry the means. of 
juaging w.ere .sufficiently attainable; He must be 'allowed to 
preach ^well, -whose sermons strike his audience - with' forcible, 
conviction. Offfiis life, those who thought it .consistent with 
his doctrine, did -not originally form false notions. He was at - 
first what he en devoured to^make others ; but the world broke, 
down his resolution, and he in time ceased to exemplify- his own 
instructions. 

“ Let tl^ose who are tempted to his faults, tremble at his 
pumshuient; and- those whom he impressed from the pulpit 

mtii ^ religious sentiments, endeavour to confirm them, by con-' 
sidermg the regret and self-abhorrence with which he reviewed 

to prison his deviations from rectitude."' ■ 

Johnson gave us this evening, in his happy' discriminative 
manner, a portrait of the late Mr. iFitzherbert of Derbyshire. 

^ There was (said he) no sparkle, no brilliancy in , Fitzherbert ; 
but I never knew a man who was so generally acceptable. He 
made every body quite easy, overpowered nobody by the 
superiority of his talents, made no man think worse of himself 
by being his rival, seemed always to listen, did not oblige vou 
to hear much from him, and did not oppose what you said. 
Every body liked him ; but he had no friend, as I understand 
tffie word, nobody with whom he exchanged intimate thoughts. ‘ 
People w^ere willing to think well of every thing about him. A 
gentleman was making an affected rant, as many people do, of 
great feelings about ‘ his dear son," who was at school near 
London ; how anxious he was lest he might be ill, and what he 
would give to see him. ‘ Can’t you (said Fitzherbert,) take a 
post-chaise and go to liim?’ This, to be smo, finished the 
affected man, but there was not much in it.^ However, this 
was circulated as wit for a wffiole winter, and I believe part of 
a summer too ; a proof that he was no very witty man. He 
was an instance of the truth of the observation, that a man will 
please more upon the whole by negative qualities than by 

Johnson’s hnal opinion concerning: Dr. Dodd; in this volume under April 

^ Dr. Gisborne, Physician to his Majesty's Household, has obligingly communicated 
£0 me a fuller account of this stojw than had reached Dr. Johnson. ^ The affected Gentle- 
man was toe late Johu Gilbert ■ ^per, Esq., authour of a Life of Socrates, and of some 
poems in Dodsley s collection. i Mr. Fitzherbert found him one morning, apparentlv in 
such violent agitation, on account of the indisposition of his son, as to seem beyond the 
power of comfort At lengthy however, he e.xclaimed, I’ll write an Elegy.” Mr. 
fitzherbert being satisfied, by this, of the sincerity of his emotions, slyly said, ^‘Had not 
you better take a post-chaise and go and see himr’ It was tk shrewdness of the 
rasmuation which made, the story be circulated, " . 
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positive; by never offending, than by giving a great deal of 
delight. In the first place, men hate more steadily than they 
love ; and if I have said something to hurt a man once, I shall 
no^get the better of this, by saying many things to please 

Tuesday, September r6. Dr. Johnson having mentioned to 
me the extraordinary size and price of some cattle reared bv 
Dr. Taylor, I rode out with our host, surveyed his farm, and 
was shewn one cow which he had sold for a hundred and 
twenty guineas, and another for which he had been offered ^ 
hundred and thirty. Taylor thus described to me his old 
school-feliow and friend, Johnson : “He is a man of a' ve- 
clear head, great power of words, and a very gay imadn-^tinn^- 
buUhere IS no disputing with him. He will no/hear you and 
having a louder voice than you, must roar you down ^ 

p. set Dr. Johnson to like the 

Poems of Mr. Hamilton of Bangour, which I had brought 
with me : I had been much pleased with them at a very ea°rlv 
age : the impression still remained on my mind ; it was con 
nrmed by the opnion of my friend the Honourable Indnew 

? ^ ^ ^ good poet and a good critick. who 

bought Hamilton as true a poet as ever ivrote, and that his 
not having fame vvas unaccountable. Johnson, upon repeated 

SZ®’ '"w" Ashbourne, talked slightinSy of 

Hamilton. He said, there was no power of thinking "ij his 

than what you 

generally find in magazines; and that the highest praise tLv 

desemd was, that they were very well fora gentleman to hS 

abou among his friends. He said the imitation of 

anulU Ubi amor, S-o. was too solemn ; he read part of it nt 

pathetick song, “4 

IttentZ S k ®eem to give 

attention to what I had been used to think tender 

SSi'nd SS? pronundarion.' 

ais/ies and bius/ies, reading wusbes— and there he stoon-d' 

o^onZ'Ze ‘ Newhallwas prSS^wdi 

‘ - , ^'h® Inscription in a Summer-house’’ and s 

hide of the imitations of Horace’s Epistles ; but said he fn-ld 
uothmg to make him deaim to read on. VVh en' I nmeiT-l 

(said he,) Will you find so large a collection without seme 4 
bationf Winter might obtain his appro- 
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See Winter, from the frozen north 
Wnves^ his iron chariot forth { 

His grisly hand in icy chains 

Fair Tweeda’s silver dood constrains,*' &c. 

asked why an “ iron chariot” ? and said “icy chains ” was an 
damage. I was struck with the uncertainty of taste, and 
somewhat sorry that a poet whom I had long read with fond- 

Sthfnk-r^' I comforted mjeif 

SrteSons"® C '^e^P‘ies were too delicate for his robust 
maintained that he had not a taste for 

£ tonrrh^‘^?‘^“ =. I was sensible, that when 

™ She wS’right 

W|» pass!., throegh Ashbourne in his dS^ S 

J toSa fcpMl '*“'"5“' “'“■-•'Sir, his ambition 

u to be a fine talker; so he goes to Buxton, and such places 

where he may find companies to listen to him. And, Si? he is 

-elves mending them- 

tei h',!- ^ disagreeable character than a 

valetudinarian, who thinks he may do any thing that is for his 
ease, amd indulges himself in the grossest freedoms : Sir, he 

brings himself to the state of a hog in a stye,^^ 

happening to bleed, he said, it was because 
he had omitted to have himself blooded four days after a quarter 
of a year s interval. Dr. Johnson, who was a great dabbler in 
pnpick, disapproved much of periodical bleeding. “ For ("said 
he; you accustom purself to an evacuation which Nature 
cannot periorm of herself, and therefore she cannot help you 
should you from forgetfulness or any other cause omit it ; so 
you may be suddenly suffocated. You may accustom yourself 
to o.her periodical evacuations, because should you omit them, 
nature can supply the omission ; but Nature cannot open a 
vein to blood you.” I do not like to take an emetick, (said 
iayicrjfor fear of breaking some small vessels,” — Poh ! (said 
Johnson,) if you have so many things that will break, you had 
oeder break your neck at once, and there’s an end on’t. You 
will break no small vessels ; ” (blowing with high derision.) 

. I uteiiLioned to Dr. Johnson, that David Hume’s persisting 

wif’ shocked me much 

Johnson. Why should it shock you. Sir ? Hume owned he 
had never read the New Testament with attention. Here then 

1 {Nature, however, may supply the evacuation by an hamorrhage.-KEAKNBy.] 
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was a man who had been at no pains to enquire into the truth of 
religion, and had continually turned his mind the other ivay. It 
was not to be expected that the prospect of death would alter his 
way of thinking, unless God should send an angel to set him 
right” I said, I had reason to believe that the thought of anni- 
hilation gave Hume no pain. Johnson. “ It was not so. Sir. He 
had a vanity in being thought easy. It is more probable that 
he should assume an appearance of ease, than so very improb- 
able a thing should be, as a man not afraid of going (as, 
in spite of his delusive theory, he cannot be sure but he may 
go), into an unknown state, and not being uneasy at leaving ail 
he knew. And you .are to consider, that upon his own 
principle of annihilation he had no motive to speak the truth.” 
The horrour of death, which I had always observed in Dr. 
Johnson, appeared strong to-night. I ventured to tell him, 
that I had been, for moments in my life, not afraid of death ; 
therefore I could suppose another man in that state of mind 
for a considerable space of time. He said, “ he never had a 
moment in which death was not terrible to him.” He added, 
that it had been observed, that scarce any man dies in publick’ 
but with apparent resolution ; from that desire of praise which 
never quits us. I said, Dr. Dodd seemed to be willing to die, 
and full of hopes of happiness. “ Sir, (said he,) Dr. Dodd would 
have given both his hands and both his legs to have lived. 
The better a man is, the more afraid is he of death, havino- a 
clearer view of infinite purity.” He owned, that our being in 
an unhappy uncertainty as to our salvation, was mysterious] 
and said, “Ah! we must wait till we are in another state of 
being, to have many things explained to us.” Even the 
powerful mind of Johnson seemed foiled by futurity. But I 
thought, that the gloom of uncertainty in solemn religious 
speculation, being mingled with hope, was yet more consolatory 
than the emptiness of infidelity. A man can live in thick air, 
but perishes in an exhausted receiver. ‘ 

Dr. Johnson was much pleased with a remark which I told 
him was made to me by General Paoli “ That it is impossible 
not to be afraid of death ; and that those who at the time of 
dying are not afraid, are not thinking of death, but of applause, 
or something else, which keeps death out of their sight: so 
that all men are equally afraid of death when they see it; 
only some have a power of turning their sight away from it 
better than others." ° ^ ^ 

On Wednesday, September 17, Dr. Butter, physician at 
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Derby, drank tea with us; and it was settled that Dr. Johnson 

and I snould^go oh' Friday and dine with him. Johnson said, ' 

seemed weary of the uniformity of life 

at Dr. Taylor's. ■ ^ 

Talking .of biographjj I saidj in writing a iifej a man's 
peculiarities should be mentioned, because they mark his. 
ch^acter,. Johnson. there is no doubt '.as to peculi- 
arities: the question is, whether a man’s vices should be 
.mentioned' ; for instance, whether it should be mentioned that 
Addison and' Parnell drank too freely ^ for people will probably' 
more, easily . indulge in drinking' from, knowing this; so that 
more ill may be done by the example, than good by telling the 
whole , trutn. Here was an instance ■ of his varying from 
himself in talk ; ' for when Lord Hailes and he sat one mornin'g 
calmly conversing in my house at Edinburgh, I well remember 
that Dr. Johnson maintained, that “If a man is . to write 
A Panegyrick, he may keep %dces out of sight: but if he 
professes to write A Life, he must represent it really as it 
was;” and when I objected to the danger of telling that 
Parnell ^ drank to excess, he said, that “ it would produce m 
instructive caution to avoid drinking, when it was seen, that 
even the learning and genius of Parnell could be debased by 
it.” And in the Hebrides he maintained, as appears from my 
“Journal,”^ that a man’s intimate friend should mention his 
faults, if he writes his life. 

He had this evening, ^partly, I suppose, from the spirit of 
contradiction to his Whig friend, a violent argument with Dr. 
Taylor, as to the inclinations of the people of England at this 
time towards the Royal Family of Stuart. He grew so out- 
rageous as to say, “ that, if England were fairly polled, the 
present King would be sent away to-night, and his adherents 
hanged to-morrow.” Taylor, who was as violent a Whig as 
Johnson was a Tory, was roused by this to a pitch of bellow- 
ing. Pie denied, loudly, what Johnson said ; and maintained, 
that there was an abhorrence against the Stuart family, though 
he admitted that the people were not much attached to the 
p.reseot King,^' " Johnson. Sir, the state' of'' the 'country is 
this : the people knowing it to be agreed on all hands that this 
King has not the hereditary right to the crown, and there being 

1 Journal of a tour to the Hebrides, 3rd edit, I>. 240 (Sep. aa). 

2 Dr. Taylor was very ready to make this admission, because the party with which he 
ww connected was hot in power. There was then some truth in it, owing to the pertin- 
acity of factious clamour. Had he lived till now, it would have been impossible for him 
to deny that his Majesty possesses the warmest affection of 'his people. 
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no hope that he who has it can be restored, nave grown cold 
and indifferent upon the subject of loyalty, and have no warm 
attachment to any King. They would not, therefore, risk any 
thing to restore the exiled family. They would not give twenty 
shillings a piece to bring it about. But if a mere vote could do 
it, there would be twenty to one; at least, there would be a 
very _ great majority of voices for it. For, Sir, you are to 
consider, that all those who think a King has a right to his 
crown, as a man has to his estate, which is the just opinion^ 
would be for restoring the King who certainly has the hereditarj 
right, could he be trusted with it ; in which there would be no 
danger now, when laws and every thing else are so much 
advanced : and every King wii! govern by the laws. And you 
must also consider. Sir, that there is nothing on the other side 
to oppose to this ; for it is not alledged by any one that the 
present family has any inherent right : so that the Whigs could 
not have a contest between two rights.” 

Taylor admitted, that if the Question as to hereditary 
right were to be tried by a poll of the people of England, to be 
sure the abstract doctrine would be given in favour of the 
family of Stuart; but he said, the conduct of that family, which 
occasioned their expulsion, was so fresh in the minds of the 
people, that they would not vote for a restoration. Dr. 
Johnson, I think, was contented with the admission as to the 
hereditary right, leaving the original point in dispute, vis. 
what the people upon the whole would do, taking in right and 
affection; for he said, people were afraid of a change, even 
though they think it right. Dr. Taylor said something of the 
slight foundation of the hereditary right of the house of Stuart. 
“Sir, (said Johnson,) the house of Stuart succeeded to the fu'i 
nght of both the houses of York and Lancaster, whose common 
source had the undisputed right A right to a throne is like a 
nght to any thing else. Possession is sufficient, w^here no 
better nght can be shown. This was the case with the Royal 
Family of England, as it is now with the King of France; 
for as to the first beginning of the right we are in the dark 
Thursday, September i8. Last night Dr. Johnson had 
proposed that the crystal lustre, or chandelier, in Dr. Tavlor’s 
large room, should be lighted up some time or other. Taylor 
said. It should be lighted up next night. "That will do 
vet)’ well, (said I,) for it is Dr. Johnson’s birth-day.” When we 
were in ffie Isle of Sky, Johnson had desired me not to 
mention his birth-day. He did not seem pleased at this time 
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that I mentioned it, and said (somewhat sternly,) “ he would 

not have the lustre , lighted the next day.”' 

^ Soin.e ladieSj who had been present yesterday when' T men- 
tioned his birth-day, came to dinner to-day, and plagued him 
unintentionally, hy wishing. him' joy. - I. know not why he 
aisiiked having his birth-day mentioned,- unless it- were -that 
: It reminded him of his approaching nearer to death, of which, 
he. had. a, constant dread. 

I: mentioned' .to him a. friend of mine who. was formerly, 
gloomy . from . low spirits, and much distressed., by the, fear of 
death, but was now uniformly placid, and . contemplated his 
dissolution without any perturbation. “Sir, (said Johns.on,) 
this IS only a disordered imagination taking a different turn..” . '. 

We talked of a collection being made of all the English 
Poets who had published a volume of poems, Johnson told 
me, “that a Mr. Coxeter,^ whom- he knew, had gone the 
greatest length towards this • having collected, I think, about 
live hundred volumes of poets whose works were little known ; 
but that upon his death Tom Osborne bought them, and they 
were dispersed, which he thought a pity, as it was curious to 
see any series complete ; and in every volume of poems 
something good may be found.” 

He observed, that a gentleman of eminence in literature had 
got into a bad style of Poetry of late. “ He puts (said he) a very 
common thing^ in a strange dress till he does not know it 
himself,^ and thinks other people do not know it,” Boswell. 
“ That is owing to his being so much versant in old English 
poetry.” Johnson. “What is that to the purpose, Sir? If 
I say a man is drunk, and you tell me it is owing to his taking 

much drink, the matter is not mended. No, Sir, has 

taken to an odd mode. For example; he’d write thus : ' 

‘ Hermit .'boar, in soiemn cell, ■ 

Wealing out life’s evening gray.’ 

Gray etremng- is common enough ; hut etiemng- jra}' he’d thinlr 
fine.— Stay we’ll make Out the stanza : 

/ V ..VHermitkoar, in 

Wearing out life’s evening gray: 

Smite thy bosom, sage, and tell, 

Wliat is bliss? and which the way?*” 

^ [Thomas Coxeier, E.sq., who had also made a large collection of old plays, and from 
whose i^nuscnpt notes the Lives of the English Poets, by Shiels and Cibber, were 
principally complied, as should have been mentioned in a former page. See p. 22, and 
23 of this volume. Mr, Coxeter was bred at Trinity College, Oxford, and died in 
- fifty-ninth year. A particular account of him may be found 

m i he tareatieman s Magazine for 1781, p. 173.— -M.j 
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Boswell. “But why smite his bosom, Sir?” Johnson 
“ Wiy to shew he was b earnest,” (smiling).— He at an after 
period added the following stanza : 

** Thus I Spoke ; and Speaking sigliM ; ' 

— Scarce repress’d the starting tear 
When the smiling sage reply’d— 

, — Come, my lad, and drink some beer.” ^ ' 

I cannot help thinking the first stanza very good solemn 
poetry, as also the first three lines of the second. Its last line 
is an excellent burlesque surprize on gloomy sentimental 
enquirers. And, perhaps, the advice is as good as can be 
given to a dow-spirited dissatisfied being Don’t trouble 
■ your head with sickly thinking : take a cup, and be merry.” 

Friday, September 19, after breakfast, Dr. Johnson and I 
set out in Dr. Taylor’s chaise to go to Derby. The day was 
fine, and we resolved to go by Keddleston, the seat of Lord 
Scarsdale, that I might see his Lordship’s fine house. I was 
stmck with the magnificence of the building ; and the ex- 
tensive park, with the finest verdure, covered with deer and 
cattle, and sheep, delighted me. The number of old oaks of 
an immense size, filled me with a sort of respectful admiration • 
for one of them sixty pounds was offered. The excellent 
smooth gravel roads ; the large piece of water formed by his 
Lordship from some small brooks, with a handsome bar^e 
upon It; the venerable Gothick church, now the family 
chapel, just by the house ; in short, the grand group of objects 
agitated and distended my mind in a most agreeable manner 
“ One should think (said I,) that the proprietor of all this 
be happy. Nay Sir, (said Johnson,) all this excludes but 

one evil — poverty. ^'2 

gratified by reading the progress of this liftie cr.n. 
position, I shall insert it from my notes. **When Dr Tnhncnn t . le con. • 

teie-A-Uie at the Mitre tavern, May g, 1778 he said * ic Klfcc ^ 

He then added a ludicrous stanza, but would not repeat it, lest I shouidlakelt dowrT ""l ’ 
was somewhat as follows ; the last line i am sure I remember ; 

‘While I thus cried, 

hoary reply’d, 

Lome, my lad, and drink some beer.' 

In spring, 1779, when in better humour, he made the second starza a.. * 

H. was then very J^eil^ieSed thall 

qui^ess of understanding, s^e^oto-ved^'^t' is° tmsf *a^l °rtis° StSid" 

but how much good does it let in f ’'-Ta this otovSion rSwh 1 

given. Let me then now do myself the honour to mention ^hat S h 
was the late Margaret Montgomerie, 
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^ Our names were sent up, and a well-drest elderly house- 

. weeper, most: shewed us the house; 

' r there is' an account of it 

published in Adams’s Works in Architecture.” Dr. Johnson 
of It to-day, than when he saw ifbefore; for he 
had lately attacked it violently, saying, » It would do excel- 
iently for a town-hall The large rLS with thfpilTars {“d 
do for the Judges to sit in at the assizes; the 
nrl=m « jury-chamber; and the room above for 

thought the large room ill lighted, and of 
no use but for dancing in; and the bed-chambers but in- 
ditferent rooms ; and that the immense sum which it cost was 
mjudicmusly laid out. Dr. Taylor had put him in mind of his 
af/earmg- pissed with the house. “But (said he) that was 
when Lord Scarsdale was present. Politeness obliges us to 
appear_ pleased with a man’s works when he is present. No 
man will be so ill bred as to question you. You may therefore 
pay compliments without saying what is not true. I should 
say to Lord Scarsdale of his large room, ‘My Lord, this is the 
mcKt costly room that I ever saw ; ’ which is true.” 

^anningham, physician in London, who was visiting at 
Lord Scarsckle s, accompanied us through many of the rooms, 
and soon afterwards my Lord himself, to whom Dr. Johnson 
rtf /PPsared, and did the honours of the house. We 

tdked of Mr. Langton. Johnson, with a warm vehemence of 
affectionate regard, exclaimed, “The earth does not bear a 
worthier man than Bennet Langton.” We saw a good many 
fine pictures, which I think are described in one of “ Young’s 
lours. There is a printed catalogue of them, which the 
housekeeper put into my hand ; I should like to view them 
at ^leisure. I was much struck with Daniel interpreting 
Nebuchadnezz^’s dream, by Rembrandt— We were shown a 
pretty Imge li^brary. In his Lordship’s dressing-room lay 
Johnsons small Dictionary : he shewed it to me, with some 
eagerness, sa)nng, “ Look’ye! Qucs regio in terns nostri non 
plena laboru.' He observed, also, Goldsmith’s “Animated 
Nature; and said, “Here’s our friend! The poor Doctor 
woiiid have been happy to hear of this.” 

In our way, Johnson strongly expressed his love of driving 
fast m a post-chaise. “If(said he) I had no duties, and no 
reference to futun ty, I would spend my life in driving briskly 
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in a post-chaise with a pretty woman ; but she should be one 
who could understand me, and would add something to the 
conversation.” I observed, that we were this day to stop just 
where the Highland army did in 1745. Johnson. “It was a 
noble attempt.” Boswell. « I wish we could have an authen- 
tick history of it.” Johnson. “ If you were not an idle dog 
you might wnte it, by collecting from every body what they 
ran tell, and putting down your authorities.” Boswell. 

But I could not have the advantage of it in my life-time.” 
JOHNSON. You might have the satisfaction of its fame, by 
printing It in Holland ; and as to profit, consider how long it 
was before writing came to be considered in a pecuniary 
view. Baretti says, he is the first man that ever received 
copy-r^ney in Italy.’ I said that I would endeavour to do 
what Dr. Johnson suggested j and I thought that I might 
write so as to venture to publish my “ History of the Civil War 
in Great-Britam in 1745 and 1746,” without being obliged to 
go to a foreign press.^ ^ 

When we arrived at Derby, Dr. Butter accompanied us to 
see the manufactory of china there. I admired the ingenuity 
and delicate art with which a man fashioned clay into a cup a 
saucer, or a tea-pot, while a boy turned round a wheel to give 
the mass rotundity. I thought this as excellent in its species 
of power, as making good verses in its species. Yet I had no 
respect for this potter. Neither, indeed, has a man of any 
extent of thinking for a mere verse-maker, in whose numbers, 
however perfect, there is no poetry, no mind. The china was 
beautiful, but Dr. Johnson justly observed it was too dear : for 
that he could have vessels of silver, of the same size, as cheap 
as what were here made of porcelain. ^ 

I felt a pleasure in walking about Derby, such as I always 
have in walfang about any town to which I am not accustomed 
there is an immediate sensation of novelty ; and one SDeculate-= 
on the way m which life is passed in it, which, although there 

diversified. I he minute diversities in every thing are wonder- 
ful. Talking of shaving the other night at Dr Taylor’s D” 
Johnson said, “ Sir, of a thousand shavers, two do not shave 
so much alike as not fo be distinguished.” I thought this not 

— ImidL specified so many of the varieties in shaving : 

holding the razor more or less perpendicular ; — draivina 

justice .0 .he 0.heAide!isTiS542."rif r. .1 do 
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long or short strokes ; — beginning at. the upper part of the 
face, or the under— at the right side -or the deft side. Indeed, 
when one eonsiders what variety of sounds can be uttered by 
the windpipe, in the compass of a very, small aperture, we may 
be convinced^ how many degrees of difference there may be in 
the application of a razor. 

We dined , with Dr. Butter,^ whose lady is daughter" of, my 
cousin Sir John Douglas, whose grandson is now presumptive ^ 
lieir of the noble family of , Queensberry. , Johnson, and he 
had , a,', good deal of medical conversation. Johnson said, ^ he 
had somewhere or other given an account of Dr. , Nichols,^ s 
discourse De Ant Medici, He told us that whatever a 
man's -distemper whs, Dr. Nichols would not attend him^ as a 
physicah, if his mind was not at ease ; for he believed that no 
medicines would have any influence. He once attended a 
man in trade, upon whom he found none of the medicines he 
prescribed had' any effect ; he asked the' man’s wife privately 
whether his affairs were not in a bad way ? She said no. He 
continued his attendance some time, still without success. At 
length the man’s wife told him, she had discovered that her 
husband’s affairs were in a bad way. When Goldsmith was 
dying, Dr. Turton said to him, *Your pulse is in greater 
disorder than it should be, from the degree of fever which you 
have : is your mind at ease ? ’ Goldsmith answered it was not.” 

After dinner, Mrs. Butter went with me to see the silk-mill 
which Mr. John Lombe had^ had a patent for, having brought 
away the contrivance from Italy. I am not very conversant 
with mechanicks ; but the simplicity of this machine, and its 
multiplied operations, struck me with an agreeable surprize, I 
had learnt from Dr. Johnson, during this interview, not to 
think with a dejected indifference of the works of art, and the 
pleasures of life, because life is uncertain and short ; but to 
consider such indifference as a failure of reason, a morbidness 
of mind ; for happiness should be cultivated as much as we 
can, and the objects which are instrumental to it should be 
steadily considered as of importance, with a reference not only 
to ourselves, but to multitudes in successive ages. Though it 
is proper to value small parts, as 

Sands make the mountain, moments make the year ® 

^ [Dr, Butter was at this time a practising physician at Derby. He after\vards removed 
to London, w^here he died in his 79th year, March aa, 1805. He is author of several 
•medicaltracts.— M.] ... 

^ 2 See Hutton’s History of Derby, a book which is deservedly esteemed for its infomra- 
sion, accuracy, and good narrative. Indeed the age in which we live is eminently 
distinguished by topographical excellence. s Young. 
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KieSr* wntemplate, collectively, to have a just estimation 
ot objects. One moment s being uneasy or not, seems of no 
consequence j yet this may be thought of the next, and the 
next, and so on, till there is a large portion of misery. In the 

A. jffiir precise moment when friendship is formed 

As m filling a vessel drop by drop, there is at last a drop which 
mAes It ran over ; so in a senes of kindnesses there is^ at last 
nhL reust not divide 

rfeach °DaT “^jite parts, and think separately 

2ismncrth;i ? by contemplating a large mass of human 
existence, that a man, while he sets a just vqlue on his own life 
does not think of his death as annihilating all that is o-reat and 
pleasing in the world, as if actually conMned in 

imagination be noi 

sickly and feeble, it “ wings its distant way ” far beyond him- 
self, and TOWS the world in unceasing activity of every sort. 

It in list b© acknowledged, however th'it i 

Sot sS 

of his death, is natural and common. We are apt to transfer 
to all_ around us our own gloom, without consideri?. tS a 
any given point of time there is, perhaps, as mdcrSu h Lri 
gaiety in the world as at another. Before I Lme1ntrth;= 

P^e^sant scenes, have not thon’ 
Svf nnW funerals happened, and 

Snef for their nearest relations ? 
But have those dismal circumstances at all affected w? Whv 
then should the gloomy scenes which I experience, or which 
I know, affect others? Let us guard against imagining that 

STo^J^Xppy’'"’"' ™ "“"Ivigrow 

. Jphnson told us at tea, that when some of Dr Dodd’c 
pious fhends were trying to console him by saying that he was 
going to leave “ a wretched world,” he had honesty enou^rnS 
tojom inthe ^nt;-»No, no, (said he,) it has bS S Ver^ 
^eeable world to me.” Johnson added, “ I respect Dudd for 
thus speaking the truth ; for, to be sure hl hfrlL. ° * f 
yem enj'oyed a life of great voluptuousness.” ‘>evera- 

“®’ city friends stood by him so that a 

thousand pounds were ready to be given to tL ^ v I 
would let him escape. He added thsi Kl i ® 

Dodd’s, who walked about Newgltft 

evening before the day of his elecution. with fivThundSd 
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pounds in his pocket, ready to be paid to any of the turnkeys 
who could get him out : but it was too late ; for he was watched 
with much circumspection. He said, Dodd’s friends had an 
image of him made of wax, which was to have been left in his 
place ; and he believed it was carried into the prison. 

Johnson disapproved of Dr. Dodd’s leaving the world per- 
suaded that “ The Convict’s Address to his unhappy Brethren,” 
was of his own writing. “ But, Sir, (said I,) you contributed to 
the deception ; for when Mr. Seward expressed a doubt to you 
that It was not Dodd’s own, because it had a great deal more 
force of mind in it than anything known to be his, you 
answered,— ‘ Why should you think so? Depend upon it. Sir, 
when a man knows he is to be hanged in a fortnight, it con- 
centrates his mind wonderfully.’” Johnson. “Sir, as Dodd 
got It from me to pass as his own, while that could do him any 
good, that was an implied promise that I should not own it. 
To own It, therefore, would have been telling a lie, with the 
addition of breach of promise, which was worse than simply 
telling a he to make it be believed it was Dodd’s. Besides, 
Sir, I did not directly tell a lie: I left the matter uncertain. 
1 erhaps I thought that Seward would not believe it the less to 
be mine for what I said ; but I would not put it in his power to 
say I had owned it.” 

He praised Blair^s sermons: “Yet,” said he, (willing to let 
us see he was aware that fashionable fame, however deserved, is 
not always the most lasting,) “perhaps, they may not ^be 
reprinted after seven years ; at least not after Blair's death.” 

He said, “ Goldsmith was a plant that flowered late. There 
appeared nothing remarkable about him when he was young ; 
though when he had got high in fame, one of his friends began 
to recollect^ something of his being distinguished at College.^ 
Goldsmith in the same manner recollected more of that friend's 
early years, as be grew, a greater man.” 

I mentioned that Lord Monboddo told me, he awaked every 
morning at four, and then for his health got up and walked in 
his room naked, with the window open, which he called taking 
an air bath i ydil&i: which he went to bed again, and slept two 
hours more. Johnson, who was always ready to beat down 
any thing that seemed to be exhibited with disproportionate 
importance, thus observed : “ I suppose, Sir, there is no more 
in it than this, he wakes at four, and cannot sleep till he 

Si distinguished in college, m appears from a cireumstance mentioned by 
lir. , Kearney. See voL.i^ p*:^ . ^ 
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chills himself, and makes the warmth of the bed a grateful 
sensation.” 

I talked of the difficulty of rising in the morning. Dr. 
Johnson told me, “that the learned Mrs. Carter, at that period 
■.u"j ® study, did not awake as early as she 

wished, and she therefore had a contrivance, that, at a certain 
hour, her chamber-light should burn a string to which a heavy 
weight was suspended, which then fell with a strong sudden 
noise this roused her from sleep, and then she had no diffi^ 
culty in getting up.” But I said Ma/ was my difficulty ; and 
wished there could be some medicine invented which would 
make one rise without pain, which I never did, unless after 
lying in bed a very long time. Perhaps there may be some- 
thing in the stores of Nature which could do this I have 
thought of a pulley to raise me gradually ; but that would ajye 
me pain, as it would counteract my internal inciination" I 
would have something that can dissipate the vis inertim and 
give elasticity to the muscles. As I imagine that the human 
body may be pt, by the operation of other substances, into any 
state in wnicn it nas ever been ■, and as I have experienced a state 
m which rising from bed was not disagreeable, but easy, nay 
sometimes agreeable ; I suppose that this state may be produced* 

If we knew by what We can heat the body, we can cool it • 
we can give it tension or relaxation ; and surely it is possible 
pain ^ ** ^ rising from bed will not be a 

Johnson observed, “that a man should take a sufficient 
quantity of_ sleep, which Dr. Mead says is between seven and 
nme hours. _ I told him, that Dr. Cullen said to me, that a 
man should not take more sleep than he can take at once 
Johnson. 1 his rule. Sir, cannot hold in all cases ; for many 
people have their sleep broken by sickness ; and surely, Cullen 
would not have a man get up, after having slept but an hour* 

buch a regimen would soon end in a Dr Tav’nv 

remarked. I think very justly, that “a man wffio does not fee! 
mgbtbe tbe aggr<®or on bis hoars of inafacJ ont Xthalud^^^^^ 

his improvements; or both, his doset addresse^i to prevent 

himself to but one sleep, which often obliffed stnctly accustomed 

morning, and sometimS ToonSr • 2d \ in the 

till his last illness. And so lively an<f chearful continued with him aimo.st 

facetious and entertaining to his friends in tki<* ‘ temper, that he would be very 
with difficulty he kept his eyes 2«i?and thS Perceived that 

than the refreshing and the enabling him with mnr« other purpose 

morning hymn, as he then used to do to his lute before hf pS 2 hfs^cKShE^ 
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an inclination to sleep at the ordinary., times, instead of being 
.stronger than , other people, '.must not .be ■well ; for a man in 
health has ;. all. the .natural. inGii]Qa.tion to.'eat, drink, and sleep in 
a. strong ■ degree/' 

■ Johnson advised me to-night not to refine in the education of 
'iny' children. Life (said he) will not bear, refinement : yon 
m, list do as other people do/^ 

.... As we drove back to Ashbourne, Dr.- Johnson recommended 
to me, as,' he . had ofte.n done, to drink .. water only For (said 
he) ' you are then sure, not to get , drunk y .whereas, if you drink 
wmej. you '.are never .sure.*’' I said, drinking wine was a pleasure 
1 was unwilling to, give up. “Why, ■Sir, "(said he,) there is no 
doub't: that .not to. drink wine 'is a .great 'deduction from" life : but 
it ^may be necessary/' He. however 'owned, that in. his opinion 
a^.iree useof. wine did not shorten .life j and said, he would not 
give , less lor . the life of a. c.ertain Scotch Lord (whom he named). 

• celebrated for^ hard drinking, than ’ for .that of a sober man. 

But . stay, (said he,, with his usual . intelligence, and accuracy of 
enquiry,) does it take, much wine to make him. drunk'?*’' '.■^. I 
answered, “a great deal either of wine or strong punch/’ — 
“Tiieri (said' he) that is the worse/’ I presume to illustrate .my 
friend’s observation thus : fortress, which soon surrenders 

has its vf alls less shattered, than when 'a long and obstinate 
resistance is made.” ■ 

„I .ventured tO' mention a person who was as violent a Scotch- 
.man as .hC: was an Englishman; and literally had the same 
contempt for an:. Englishman: compared with a Scotchman, that 
he had for a Scotchman compared with', "an Englishman ; and 
'that he' would say of Dr. Johnson, “ Damned rascal 1 to talk as 
lie does of the Scotch.” This seemed, for a moment, “ to give 
liini pause.” It, perhaps, presented ' his extreme prejudice 
agrdnat the Scotch in a point of view som.ewhat new to him, by 
the effect of contrast 

By the time when we returned to Ashborne, Dr. Taylor* was 
gone to bed. Johnson and I sat up a long time by ourselves. 

He was much diverted with an article which I shewed him 
in the “ Critical Review ” of this year, giving an account of a 
curious publication, entitled, “ A spiritual Diary and Soliloquies, 
by John Rutty, M.D.” Dr. Rutty was one of the people 
called Quakers, a physician of some .. eminence in Dublin, and 
authour of several v/orks. This Diary, which was kept from 
X753 to 177s, the year in which he died, and was now published 
in .two volumes octavo, exhibited in , the simplicity of his heart, 
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a minute and honest register of the state of his mind : which, 
though frequently laughable enough, was not more so than the 

oistory of many men would be, if recorded with equal ' fairness. 
The following specimens were extracted by the Reviewers ■ 

“ Tenth month, 1753. 

“23, Indulgence in bed an hour too long. 

_ Twelfth month, 17. An hypochondriack obnubilation from 
wind and indigestion. 

. “Ninth. month, 28. An over-dose of whisky. 

“29. A dull, cross, choierick day. 

“First month, i757-~-22. A little .swinish at dinner and ' 
repast. 

“31. Dogged on provocation. 

“ Second month, 5. Very dogged or snappish. 

“14. Snappish on fasting. 

- .^^-sed snappishness to those under me, 00 a bodilv 

indisposition. ^ 

Third month, ii. On a provocation, exercised a' dumb 
resentment for two days, instead of scolding, 

‘*22. Scolding too vehemently. 

2^3. Dogged again. 

“ Fourth month, 29. Mechanically and sinfully dogged/' 

Johnson laughed heartily at this good Quietist’s self-con- 
demning minutes ; particularly at his mentioning, with such a 
serious regret, occasional instances of simmsMess in eating 
of temper." He thought the observations of the 
Critical Reviewers upon the importance of a man to himself so 
thim*°”* expressed, that I shall here introduce 

After observing, that “ there are few writers who have gained 
any reputation by recording their own actions,” they say. 

We ma^y reduce the egotists to four classes. In the fc/ 

his own transactions ; but he 
and his narrative 

In Thf greatness of his character and achievements. 

In the seu)nd class we have Marcus Antoninus : this writer has 
given us a senes of reflections on his own life: but his 
sentiments are so noble, his morality so sublime that h s 
meditations are universally admired. In the third class we 
have some others of tolerable credit, who have given import- 

Soti intermixture of literary 
anecdotes, and the occurrences of their own times: the 
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celebrated Htieitus has published an entertaining volume upon 

„ this plaiij ® Be rehus^ ad^ eum pertmentibus,^ In ■ fourth class 
the Journalists, temporal and spiritual : Elias, Ashmoley 
.VViiii, am Lilly, George Whitefield, John 'Wesley, and a thousand 
other old,. women and fanaticic ■ writers of' memoirs and 
meditations.,’^ 

I, mentioned to him that Dr. Hugh Blair,' in ,his lectures o,n. 
Rhetoric^ and Belles Lettres, which I heard -him deliver .at 
Jidin,D'Urgh5 had animadverted on the Johnsonian,., style as too'': 
pompous j and attempted to imitate it, by. giving a sentence' of 
Addison 111. The Spectator,” No.,411, in the, manner of John- 
son., when treating of the utility of the pleasures of imagina- 
.tion, m preserving us from vice, it is observed of Those who 
Know not how to be idle and innocent,” that their very first 
step out of business is into vice or folly.;” which Dr. Blair 
supposed would have been expressed in -^ The Rambler ” thus 
their ve:^ first step out of the regions of business is into 
the perturbation of vice, or the vacuity of folly.” 1 Johnson, 
“Sir, these are not the words I should have used. No Sir * 
the iimtators of my style hpe not hit it. Miss Aildn has done 
It the best; for she has imitated the sentiment as well as the 
diction.”' 


_ I intend, before this work is concluded, to exhibit specimens 
of imitation of my friend’s style in various modes ; some 
caricaturing or mimicking it, and some formed upon it, whether 
intentionally, or with a degree of similarity to it, of which, 
perhaps, the writers were not conscious. ' 

In Baretti’s Review, which he published in Italy, under the 
title of Frusta Letteraria,” it is observed, that Dr. Robert- 
son the historian had formed his style upon that of 11 ceiebre 
Sanmeie Johnson!, My friend himself was of that opinion ; for 
ac once said to me, in a pleasant humour, Sir, if Robertson’s 
style be faulty, he owes it to me ; that is, having too many 
:;Words, ,:and , those too big' ones.” 

I read to him a letter which Lord Monboddo had written to 
me, containing some critical remarks upon the style of his 
“Journey to the Western Islands of Scotland.” His Lordship 
praised the very fine passage upon landing at Icolmkill : ^ but 


his **■ Lectures,” he was invidiousl'y 'attacked for hivincr 
Johnson's St 3 de, and, on the contrary, pmismg it highly; Buf 
before that time Johnson s ** Lives of the Poets” had appeared, in winch his stvle wac 
considerably e^ier than when he wrote the “ Ramblen^ It wo Jd 

Biair,even suppo.sing his criticism to have been just, to have prServ^d it 

ral JZLT® illustrious island, which was 4ce tL luSrof t£ 

Caledonian regions, whence savage clans and roving barbarians derived the benehts 



128 The Life of Dr, Johnson 

his own style being exceedingly dry and hard, he disapprove^, . 
of the richness of Johnson’s language, and of his frequent us^° 
of metaphorical expressions. Johnson. “Why, Sir, this' 
criticism would be just, if, in my style, superfluous words, or 
words too big for the thoughts, could be pointed out ; but this 
I do not believe can be done. For instance ; in the passage 
which Lord Monboddo admires, ‘We were now treading that 
illustrious region,’ the word tV/us(nms, contributes nothin<^ to 
the mere narration; for the fact might be told without it ;'’but 
it is not, therefore, superfluous; for it wakes the mind to 
peculiar attention, where something of more than usual im- 
portance is to be presented. ‘ Illustrious 1 ’—for what ? and 
then the sentence proceeds to expand the circumstances con- 
nected with Iona. And, Sir, as to metaphorical expression, 
that is a great excellence in stjde, when it is used with propriety 
for it gives you two ideas for one ;— conveys the meaning- more 
luminously, and generally with a perception of deli<jht.”"^ 

He told me, that he had been ‘asked to undertake the new 
edition of the Biografhia Britannica, but had declined it • 
which he atowards said to me he regretted. In this re<^ret 
many will join, because it would have procured us more'’ of 
Johnson’s most delightful species of writing; and although my 
fnend Dr. Kippis / has hitherto discharged the task judiciously, 
distinctly, and with more impartiality than might have been 
expected from a Separatist, it were to have been wished that the 
supenntendence of this literary Temple of Fame had been 
assigned to “a friend to the constitution in Church and State ” 
We should not then have had it too much crowded with obscure 
dissenting teachers, doubtless men of merit and worth but not 
quite to be numbered amongst “ the most eminent persons who 
have flou nshed in Great Britain and Ireland.” ^ 

Whatever withdrav^s us from the power of our sensed whatever makes 
feSs’ predominate over the present, advances as in the dVnitv of thirV£ 

bemgs. Far from me, and from my friends, be such frigid pbnosonhv as ^ ^ ! ^ 
us, indifferent and unmoved, over any ground which V? ^ 

bravery, or virtue. The man is little to\e envied, W'hose pafriodsm^\TOi D n 
|.I«n tL plain of Ma^thon, or whoso piety would 

1 ®T ?lse but this sublime passage, the world must 

acknowledged that it wa.s not made in vain. Sir Tosenh Banks the ^ iT 

President of the Royal Society, told me, he was so' much struck on readimT i* v " 
dasped his hands together, and remained for some time in an attitude of siltn^^dmi-frion* 
rt pubhck the first five volumes of a new edhLn of Bior ?- i * 

censure which has been carelessly uttered I carele<?<?1v ; • *• 

to Dr. Kippis, who, with that manly candid good temper whii marks his chLacterfS 
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On Saturday, September 20, after breakfast, when Taylor was 
gone out to his farm, Dn Johnson and I had a serious com 
versation by ourselves on melancholy and madness ; which . he 
was,. I always thought, erroneously inclined to confound 
together. Melancholy, like “ great wit,'' may be, “near' allied 
to madness but there is, in my opinion, a distinct separation 
between them. When he talked of madness, , he was ■ to be 
understood as speaking of those who were in any great' degree 
disturbed,' or as it is commonly expressed, '“troubled in mind." 
Some of the ancient philosophers held, that all deviations from, 
right " reason were “madness ; and. whoever wishes ■ to .see the 
opinions botli^ of ancients and modems upon this subject, 
collected and illustrated with a variety of curious facts, may 
read Dr. Arnold^s very entertaining work.^ 

Johnson said, “ A madman loves to be with people whom he 
fears j not as a dog fears the lash: but of whom he stands in 
awe/' I was struck with the justice of this observation. To 
be with those of whom a person, whose mind is w^avering and 
dejected, stands in awe, represses and composes an uneasy 
tumult of spirits,^ and consoles him with the contemplation of 
something steady, and at least comparatively great. 

He added, “ Madmen are all sensual in the lower stages of 
the distemper. They are eager for gratifications to sooth their 


me right, I now with pleasure retract it ; and I desire it may be particularly observed, as 
pointed out by him to me, that “ The new lives of dissenting Divines, in the first four 
vmumes of me second edition of the * Biografhia, Britannica^ are those of John 
Abernemy, Thomas Amory, George Benson, Hugh Broughton the learned Puritan, 
^imon J^owne, Jos^h Boyse of Dublin, Thomas Cartwright the learned Puritan, and 
bamuel Chandler. The only doubt I have ever heard suggested is, -whether there should 
nave been an, article of Dr. Amory. But I was convinced, and am still convinced, that he 
was entitled to one, from the reality of his learning, and the excellent and candid nature 
of nis practical writings. . 

'‘The new lives of clergjTOen of the church of England, in the same four volumes. 

: as follows : Tohn Rarfj'iw. TT.flw-jrr! -r ’ 


lives, Ui ocrgyiiicn or me cnurcQ ot u^ngiand, m tbe same four volumes, 
; follows: John Balguy, Edward Bentbam, George Berkley Bishop of Cloyne, 
im bernman, Thomas Birch, William Borlase, Thomas Bott, Tames Bradley, 
as Broughton. John Rmwn. TcKv, Ri.rf'rtn T/.tear.'k l’ 


are as 

William oerriman, 4. nomas JtJircb, VVitliam Borlase, Thomas Bott, Tames Bradley, 
ihornas Broughton, John Brov/n, John Burton, Joseph Butler Bishop of Durham, 
rhomas Carte, Edmund Casteli, Edmund Chishull, Charles Churchill, Wiiliam Clarke 
Kobert Clayton Bishop of Ciogher, John Conybeare Bishop of Bristol, George Costard, 
anu bamuel Croxail. — ‘I am not conscious (says Dr. Kippis) of any partiality in 
conducting the work. I would not unlUngly insert a Dissenting Minister that does 
not justly deserve to be noticed, or omit an established clergyman that does. At the 
same time, I shall not be deterred from introducing Dissenters into the Biograph ia, when 
i am ^tisfied that they are entitled to that distinction, from their writings, learning, and 
merit. ® ■ 


Let me add tnat the expression “ A friend to the Constitution in Church and State," 
was not meant by^ me, as anj;; rejection upon this Reverend Gentleman, as if he were an 
enemy to the political constitution of his country, as established at the revolution, but, 
from_ my steady and avowed predilection for a Tarjr, was quoted from “ Johnson's 
Dictionary ' where that distinction is so defined. 

I ‘‘ Obser%mtions on Insanity," by Thomas Arnold, M.D. London, X782. 

® [Cardan cotpposed his mind tending to madness, (or rather actually mad, for such be 
seems in bis writings, leaimed as they are,) by exciting voluntary pain. V. Card. Op. et 
Vit— Kearney.] . .: . , . : 
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mindSs and divert their attention from the misery which they 
suffer : but when they grow very ill, pleasure is too weak for 
them, and they seek for pain.^ Employment, Sir, and hardships, 
prevent melancholy. I suppose in all our army in America, 

' there was not one man who went mad.’’ 

• We' entered seriously upon a. question of much' importance 
to me, which Johnson wsls pleased to consider with friendly 
■ attention. I had long complained to him. that . I felt m^rself 
.discontented" in. Scotland, as too narro\v a ■ sphere, and that I .■ 
wished to make my chief residence in Londpo., , the great . scene ■ 
of ambition, instruction, and amusement: a scene, ' which was^ 
to me,, comparatively speaking, a iieaven upon earth. . John- 
SON. Why, Sir, I never knew any one who had. such s.g'usf for 
London as you have rand I cannot blame .you for your wish to 
:■ live, there : yet, Sir, vrere I in your fether’s place, I. siiould^ .not.' 
consent to your .settling there; for I have the, old feudal 
notions, and I should be afraid that Auchinleck .■ would be 
deserted, as you would soon find it more desirable to have a 
country-seat in a better climate. I own, however, that to coo- 
. sider it, as a dufy to. reside on a family estate is a prejudice; for 
we must consider, that working-people get employment equally, 
and the produce of land is sold equally, whether a great family 
resides at home or not ; and if the rents of a,n estate be carried 
to London, they return again in the circulation of commerce ; 
nay, Sir, we must perhaps allow, that carrying the rents to a 
distance is a good, because it contributes to that circulation. 
We must, however, allow, that a 'ivell-regulated great family may 
improve a neighbourhood in civility and elegance, and give an 
example of good order, virtue, and piety ; and so its residence 
at home may be of much advantage. But if a great family be 
disorderly and vicious, its residence at home is very pernicious 
to a neighbourhood. There is not now the same inducement 
to live in the country as formerly ; the pleasures of social life 
are much better enjoyed in town; and there is no longer in the 
country that power and influence in proprietors of land w’-hich 
they had in old times, and which made the country so agree- 

1 \Ve read hi the Gospels, that those unfortunate persons, who were possessed w:ih evi! 
spirits, (which, after all, I think is the most probable cause of niadiie.ss, as was first 
suggested to me by my respectable friend Sir John Pringle.) had recourse to pain, tearing 
themselves and jumping sometimes into the fire, sometimes” into the water. 'Mr. Seward 
has furnished me with a remarkable anecdote in confirmation of Dr. Johnson’s observa- 
tion. A tradesman who had acquired a large fortune in London, retired from business. 
an*d ys^ent to live at Worcester. His mind, being without its usual occupation, and having 
nothing else to supply its place, preyed upon itself, so that existence was a torment to 
him. At last he was seized with the stone ; and a friend who found him in one of its 
severest fits, having expressed his concern, “ No, no, Sir, (said he,) don't pity me ; what 
I now feel is ease, compared with that torture of mind from which it relieves me.” 
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able to them. The Laird of Auchinleck now is not near so 

great: airman; as . the' Baird 'df Auchinleck was a Hundred' Tejirs 
agott:- 

told him^' that , one of my ancestors never went from home 
without being attended by . thirty men on horseback. ,JohnsGn'’s.. 
shrewdness, and .spirit of enquiry vras exerted upon every ' ' occa- - 
sioo. ^.hPray (said, hej how did, your ancestor support', liis' 
thirty men .and .thirty horses when .he \vent at a 'd,istance ' from ',' 
liomej m ail; age when there was hardly any. m.oney in 'c.ircula-.' 
tmn ?” I siiggested the' same difficulty to a friend who men- 
,, tioned Douglas’s going to the' Holy Land with, a numerous 
.train of, followers, ..Douglas could, no doubt, maintain' fO'l-.. 
.lowers, .enough 'while living upon, his own .lands, the produce ' of '' 
which' supplied them with food ; but he could not .carry' that 
liood to the Holy Land ,; and as there was no commerce by, 
which he could be supplied with money, how could he main- 
. tain them in foreign countries? 

I suggested a doubt, that if I were to reside in London,.' the 
exquisite zest with which I relished it in occasional visits might 
go off, and I might grow tired of it Johnson. “Why, Sir, you 
find no man, at all intellectual, who is willing to leave London. 

' No, Sir, when a man is tired of London, he is tired of life; for 
there is in London all that life can afford.’’ 

To obviate his apprehension, that by settling in London I 
might desert' the. seat of my ancestors, I assured him that I had 
old feudal principles to a degree of enthusiasm; and that I felt 
all ^ the dukedo. of the natak solum, I reminded him, that the 
Laird, of Auchinleck had an elegant house, in front of which he 
could ride ten miles forward upon his own territories, upon 
which he had upwards 'of six hundred people attached to him; 
that the family seat was rich in , natural .romantick beauties of 
rock, wood, and water ; and that in my .morn .of' life ” I had'.ap- ■ 
propriated the finest descriptions in the ancient Ciassicks, to 
certain scenes there, which were thus associated in my mind. 
That when all this was considered, I should certainly pass a 
part of the year at home, and enjoy it the more from variety, 
and from bringing with me a sliare of the intellectual sto.res of 
the metropolis. He listened to all this, and kindly “ hoped it 
might be as I now supposed,” 

He said, a country gentleman should bring his lady to visit 
London as soon as he can, that they may have agreeable 
topicks for conversation when they are by themselves. 

As I meditated trying my fortune in Westminster Hall, our 
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conversation turned upon the profession of the law in England. 

■ Johnson., You must not indulge too sanguine hopeSj' should 
.you be called to our bar. I wastoldj by, a, very sensible lawyer^ 
that there are a great many, chances against any mao^.s success 
in the profession of 'the, law; the candidates are, so nmnerous^ 
and those who get large practice so few. He said, it vras by 
no means true that a. man of' good parts and application, is: sure 
of having business, though he, indeed, allowed that if such a 
man could .but appear in a .few causes,; his,,' merit .would. be: 
kiiown,.and he would get forward; but that the great '"risk, was,,. 
, that a man might^ pass' half a life-time , in^ the Courts, and ■„ never 
have an opportunity of -shewing his abilities.'^ ^ . 

We talked of employment being absolutely necessary to' pre-' 
serve the mind from %vearying and growing fretful, especially in 
those who have a tendency to melancholy ; and I mentioned to 
him a saying which somebody had related ' of an American 
savage, who, when an European was expatiating on all the ad- 
vantages of money, put this question : , Will it purchase 
ocmpationV^ Johnson. “Depend upon it, Sir, this saying, is 
too^ refined for a savage. ■ And, Sir, money will purchase occu- 
pation; it will purchase all the conveniences of life; it will 
purchase variety, of company ; it will purchase all sorts of enter- 
tainment/’ 

I talked to him: of Forster’s “Voyage to the South Seas,” 
which pleased me ; but I found he did not like it. “ Sir, (said 
he,) there is a great afiectation of fine writing in it.” Boswell. 

“ But he carries you along with him.” Johnson. “ No, Sir; he 
does not zzxijme along with him : he leaves me behind him : 
or rather, indeed, he sets me before him. ; for he makes me turn 
over many leaves at a time.” 

On Sunday, September '12, we went to the. 'cburch' of Ash-' 
bourne, which is one of the largest and most luminous that I 
have^seen in anyTown of -the same size.' I felt great satisfac-; ■ 
tion in considering that I,- was supported in my fondness for 
solemn pub! ick ^worship by the general concurrence and muni- 
ficence of mankind. 

Johnson and Taylor were so different from each other, that i 
wondered at their preserving an intimacy. ; Their , having been ' ; 

conversation passed, the observation 
which I have had an opportunity of making in Westminster Hall, has convinced me 
that, however tme the opinion of Dr. Johnson’s legal friend may have been soma time 
^o, the same certainty of success cannot nowr be promised to the same display of merit 

disappointment of Gathers equally 
^mdrequiraaLg^ 
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at school and college together, might, in some degree, account 
for this I but Sii': Joshua Reynolds has furnished me with a 
stronger reason; for Johnson mentioned to him, that' he had 
been, told ..by,. Taylor he was to be '.his. heir. I shall. not take 
upon .me to animadvert upon .this ; but certain it is that' John- 
son paid great attention to^ Taylor. He now, however, said to 
me, Siiy I. love him ; but' I do not love him more; my' regard 
for.. him. does not increase. As it is said .in the Apocrypha, 

‘ his .talk. is. oi bullocks.^ ^ T do not suppose he is very fond, of 
niy company.. 'His habitS' are byuio means sufficiently clerical : 

.. this " he ■ knows .that '. I see ; and no man. likes to live under the 
eye of perpetual disapprobatio.n.,'^ . 

I have no aoubt that a .good many sermons were composed 
tor Taylor by Johnson. At this time I found, upon his table,. 

. a part of one which he had ' newly begun to write : and Condo 
pro Tayloro appears in one of his diaries. When to these 
circumstances we add the internal evidence from the power of 
thinking and style, in the collection which the Reverend Mr. 
Hayes has published, with the significant title of “ Sermons left 
for pubUcation by the Reverend John Taylor, LL.D,’' our 
conviction will be complete, ■ . 

I, however, would not have it thought, that Dr. Taylor, though 
he could not write like Johnson, (as, indeed, who could ?) did 
not sometimes compose sermons as good as those which we 
generally have from very respectable divines. He shewed me 
one with notes on the margin in Johnson’s handwriting; and I 
was present when he read another to Johnson, that he might 
have his opinion of it, and Johnson said it was “very well’’ 
These, we may be sure, were not Johnson’s ; for he was above 
little arts, or tricks of deception. 

Johnson was^ by no means of opinion, that every man of a 
learned profession should consider it as incumbent upon him, 
or as necessary to his credit, to appear as an authour. When 
in the ardour of ambition for literary fame, I regretted to him 
one day that an eminent Judge had nothing of it, and therefore, 
would lepe no perpetual monument of himself to posterity ; 
** Alas, Sir, (said Johnson) what a mass of confusion should we 
have, if every Bishop, and every Judge, every Lawyer, Physician, 
and Divine, were to write books.” '■ 

I mentioned to Johnson a respectable person of a very strong 
mind, who had little of that tenderness which is common to 

d Ecclesiastkm, chap, xsotvlil v. as. The whole chapter may he read as aa adm.w« 
abk illustration of the supenonty of cultivated minda over the gross and iiiiterate. 
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tiurnan nature ; as an instance of wliichj when I suggested to 
him that he should ' invite his sooj who had been settled ten 
vears in foreign parts, to come home and pay him a visit, his 
answer, was, “No,, no, let him mind , .his business.”,,.. ...Jo.hm- 
SON. “ I do not agree, with him,' Sir, in ' this. , ; ,Getting money.; 
5s not all a man’s business : to: cultivate kindness is., a valuable 
part of the business of life,” 

In the evening, . Johnson being ^ in veiy good spirits, enter" 

■ tained .us with . several characteristicai portraits ; 1 regret that 
any of , them escaped my retention and diligence. I found from 
. experience, that, to collect my friend’s conversation so as to 
.. exhibit' it with any degree of its original flavour, it was necessary 
to write it down without delay. To , record his sayings, after 
. . some distance, of time, was like preserving or pickling long-kept 
' and faded fruits, or other vegetables, which, when in that state, 
have little or nothing of their taste when fresh. ' 

I shall present my readers with a series; of v/hat T gathered 
this evening from the Johnsonian garden. 

“My friend, the kte'Earl of Corke, had great desire to. 
maintain the literary character of his family : lie was a genteel 
man, but did not keep up the dignity of his rank. He, was so' 
generally civil, that nobody thanked him for it.” 

“Did we not hear so much said of Jack Wilkes, we should 
think more highly of his conversation. Jack has a great variety 
of talk, Jack is a scholar, and Jack has the manners .of a gentle- ,• 
man. But after, hearing' his name, sounded from pole to pole, 
as the phcenix of convivial felicity, v/e are disappointed in his 
. ::'Compaiiy. He has always- been at me : but I W'Ouid do Jack a 
kindness, rather than not. The contest is now over.” 

“ Garrick’s gaiety of conversation has delicacy and elegance : 
Foote makes you laugh more ; but Foote has the air of a bufioon 
paid for entertaining the company. He, indeed, tvell deserves 
his hire.” 

“ Colley Cibber once consulted me as to one of his birth-clay 
Odes, a long time before it was w^anted. I objected very freely 
to sevpai passages. Cibber lost patience, and would not 
read his Ode to an end. When we had done with criticism, 
we walked over to Richardson’s, the authour of * Clarissa/ and I 
wondered to find Richardson displeased that I ‘did not treat 
Cibber with more respects Now, Sir, to talk of respect for a 
player (smiling disdainfully.) Boswell. ‘'There, Sir, you 
are always heretical : you never will allow merit to a player.” 
Johnson. “ Merit, Sir, what merit ? Do you respect a rope- 
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dancer, or a ballad -singer ? ’* Boswell. ''No, Sir: but we 

, respect,. a,, great player, as a' man who-'Can-Gonceive lofty, senti- 
ments, and can express them gracefully.”. Johnson.. ‘‘ What, Sir, ^ 
a fellow who claps a hump on his back, and a lump on his leg> 
and cries, / / am Michard the ' Third ^ ?. Nay, sir, a ballad-singer 
IS a .higher, .man, for he does'' two things; he repeats .and'. he. 
sings : there is. both recitation' and musick in his perforniance,.':..^. 
the player only^ recites.” ' Boswell. ■ ‘‘ My^ dear .^Sir I ; you ma3f 
turn am/ thing into ridicule. I .allow,, that a' player .of farce, is ' 
not entitled to respect; he does a-, little thing: but he who 
can represent exalted characters, and touch the noblest passions, 
lias very respectable powers ; and . mankind ha%^e agreed in 
admiring great talents for the stage.' 'We must consider, too, 
that a great player . does what very few are- capable to do : his 
art is a very rare faculty, . Who can repeat Hamlet's soliloquy, 

* To. be, '.or not to be,' as Garrick does- it?” Johnson. ‘‘Any 
body may. Jemmy, there (a boy about eight years old, who 
was in , the room) will do it as well in -a week.” Boswell. 

“ No, no, bir : and as a proof of the merit of great acting, and 
of the . value which mankind set upon it, Garrick; has got , a 
hundred thousand pounds.” Johnson. . Is, getting a hundred , 
.thousand pounds a proof of excellence.? ,■ That has been do.ne; 
by a scoundrel commissary.” . , * ■ .. 

This was naost fallacious reasoning,' I was for once, ■ 
thatj had. tlyebpt side of the argument. -I boldly maintained 
the^just distinction between a tragedian and a mere theatrical 
droll ; between those who rouse our terrour and pity, and those 
who only make us laugh. If (said I) Betteiton and Foote were 
to walk into this room, you would respect Betterton much more 
than Foote.” Johnson. “If Betterton were to walk into this 
room with Foote, Foote would soon drive 'him out of it, Foote,. 
%iiy quatenhs Foote, has powers superio'urto them all.” 

On Monday, September 22, when at breakfast, I unguardedly- 
said to Dr. J ohnson, “ I wish I saw you and Mrs. Macaulay 
. .together.”. He grew very angry ; and, 'after a pause, while a 
cloud gathered on his brow, he burst out, “No, Sir ; you would 
not see us quarrel, to make you sport. Don’t you know that it 
is very uncivil to p‘t two people against one another ? ” Then, 
checking himself, and wishing to be more gentle, he added, “ I 
do not say you should be hanged or drowned for this ; but it is 
very uncivil” Dr. Taylor thought him in the wrong, and spoke 
to him privately of it ; but I afterwards acknowledged to John- 
son that I was to blame, for I candidly owned, that I meant to 


136 The Life of Dr. Johnson 

express a desire to see a contest between Mrs« Macaulay and 
then I knew how the contest wol:lld^ end ; so that I, 
was to. see him triumph.” ■ Johnson. Sir, you cannot be .sure 
■how a contest will end ; and no man has a right, to 'engage two^ 
people in a dispute by which their passions may be enflamed, 

: . 'and they may part with bitter resentment .against '.each other. 
.1 would sooner keep company with a man from whom I must 
guard ■ my pockets, than with a man who contrives to bring ■ me. 

■ ■ into , a dispute with somebody that he may hear it. .. This is the. 
great fault of •- — (naming one of our friends) endeavouring to 
introduce 'a subject upon which he knows two people in the 
company differ.” Boswell. ‘‘But he told me, Sir, he does it' 
for instruction.” Johnson. “IVhatever the motive be. Sir, 
the man who does so, does very wTong. He has no more right 
to instruct himself at such risk, than he has to make two people 
%ht a duel, that he may learn how to defend himself.” 

He found great fault with a gentleman of our acquaintance 
for keeping a bad table. “Sir, (said he,) when a man is invited 
to dinner, he is disappointed if he does not get something good. 

I advised Mrs. Thrale, who has no card-parties at her house, to 
give sweet-meats, and such good things, in an evening, as are 
not commonly given, and she would find company enough come 
to her ; for ^ery body loves to have things which please the 
palate put in their way, without trouble or preparation.” Such 
was his attention to the mimitim of life and manners. 

He thus characterised the Duke of Devonshire, grandfather 
of the present representative of that very respectable family : 

“ He was not a man of superiour abilities, but he was a man 
strictly faithful to his word. If for instance, he had promised 
you an acorn, and none had grown that year in his woods, he 
would not have contented himself \fith that excuse : he 
would have sent to Denmark for it. So unconditional was he 
in keeping his word ; so high as to the point of honour.” This 
was a liberal testimony from the Tory Johnson to the virtue or 
a great Whig nobleman. 

Mr. Burke's “Letter to the Sheriffs of Bristol, on the affairs 
of America,” being mentioned, Johnson censured the composi- 
tion much, and he ridiculed the definition of a free government, 
viz, “ For any practical purpose, it is what the people think 
so.” “ I will let the King of France govern me on those con- 
ditions, (said he,) for it is to be governed just as I please.” 
And when Dr. Taylor talked of a girl being sent to a parish 

i Edit. 2, p. 53. 
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« 3-sked how much she could be obliged to work, 

(said Johnson), as much as is reasonable ; and what is 

that ?, as much, as 5/2<?//2/3f2^ji* reasonable.” 

^ Dr. .Johnson obligingly proposed to- carry, me to see^ Islam, 
rom^ tick,. scene, now belonging to a family of the. name of Fort, 
but. formerly the seat of the Congreves.- ,i suppose it is well 
described in some of the Tours. Johnson described it distinctly 
and vividly, at: which . I could not but express to him my wonder : 
becausey though my eyes, as he observed, were better than his, I 
,, oould .not^. by .any means equal him-- in' representing visible 
objects. , I said, the diBerence between us in - this respect was as 
that between a man who has a bad instrument, but plays well on 
it, and a man who has a good instrument, on which he can play 
very imperfectly., ' 

I recollect a very fine amphitheatre, surrounded wq'th hills 
covered with woods, and walks neatly formed along the side of 
a locky steep, on the quarter next the house, with recesses 
under projections of rock, overshadowed with trees ; in one of 
which recesses, we were told, Congreve wrote his *‘01d 
bachelor.” We view'ed a remarkable natural curiosity at Islam ; 
two rivers bursting near each other from the rock, not from 
immediate springs, but after having run for many miles under 
ground. Plott, in his ‘‘History of Staffordshire,”^ gives an 
account of this curiosity ; but Johnson would not believe it, 
though we had the attestation of the gardener, who said, he had 
put in corks, where the river Man;^old sinks into the ground, 
and had catched them in a net, placed before one of the open- 
ings where the water bursts out. Indeed, such subterraneous 
courses of water are found in various parts of our globe.^ 

1 alking of Dr. Johiison^s unwillingness to believe extraordi- 
nary things, I ventured to say, “Sir, you come near Hume's 
argument against miracles, ‘That it is more probable witnesses 
should lie, or be mistaken, than that they should happen.'”' 
Johnson. “ Why, Sir, Hume, taking the proposition simply, 
IS ^ right. But the Christian revelation is not proved by the 
miracles alone, ^ but as connected with prophecies, and with 
the doctrines in confirmation of which the miracles were 
wrought.” 

^ He ^ repeated his observation, that the differences among 
Christians are really of no consequence. - For instance, 
(said he,) if a Protestant objects to a Papist, ‘You worship 

i Page 89. 

® See Plott s ‘‘ History of Staffordshire," p. 88, and the authorities referred to by him.. 
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images ; * the Papist can answer, * I do not insist on your 
doing it ; you may be a very good Papist without it : I do it 
only as a help to my devotion/'*' I said, the great article of 
Christianity is the revelation of immortality. Johnson admitted 

In the evening, a gentleman-farmer, who was on a visit at 
Dr, Taylor’s, attempted to dispute with Johnson in favour of 
iVlungo^ Campbell, who shot Alexander, Earl of Eglintoune, 
upon liis having fallen, when retreating from his Lordship, who 
he believed was about to seize his gun, as he had threatened to 
do,: ' lie said, he.' should, have done just as Campbell' did.' 
Johnson.' “Vvhoever would do as Campbell did, deserves to 
be hanged ; not that I could, as a jurymarx, have found him 
legally guilty of murder ; but I am glad they found means to 
convict him.” . The gentieman-tamier said, A poor man has " 
as much honour as a rich, man; and Campbell had' to 
■ defend.” . Johnson- exclaimed, “A poor man has' no honour.” 

The- English yeoman,. not dismayed, proceeded : Lord .Eglin- 
, '.tonne was a damned -fool to run on. upon Campbell, after being 
. -..warned that Campbell would shoot him if he did.”' ' Johnsoiv 
■^-.'who.' .Gould.- ,oot ..bear anything like swearing, angrily replied,' 
.He. was a damned tool: he only thought too well of 
.€ampbe,IL He.d.id'not believe Campbell would be such a' 
ydamned scoundrel, as to do so damned' a thing.” Plis emphasis 
on damned, accompanied with frowning looks, reproved his 
opponent’s want of decorum in his presence. 

Talking of the danger of . being mortified by rejection, when 
making approaches to the acquaintance of the great, I observed; 

I am, however, generally for trying, ^ Nothing venture, nothing 
have.’” Johnson. “Very true, Sir; but I have always been 
more afraid of failing, than hopeful of success.” And, indeed, 
though he had all just respect for rank, no man ever less 
courted the favour of the great. 

During this interview at Ashbourne, Johnson seemed to be 
more uniformly social, cheerful, and alert, than I had almost 
ever seen him. He was prompt on great occasions and on 
piall Taylor, who praised every thing of his own to excess, 
in short, “whose geese were all swans/’ as the proverb says, 
expatiated on the excellence of his bull-dog, which he told us, 
was “perfectly well shaped.” Johnson, after examining the 

animal attentively, thus repressed the vain-glory of our host ; 

“No, Sir, he is not well shaped; for there is not the quick 
transition from the thickness of the fore-part, to the tenuity— 
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the^ thin part — behind, — which a bull-dog ought to have.’’ 
This tenutty .was the ..only, hard word that I heard him use 
during, this intervieWj .and it will be observed, he instantiy 'put' 
aiiothe.r':expression.' in' its place. Taylor said, a small bull-dog 
was as: good^. as ^ a large one. Johnson. '«'No, Sir ; for, in pro- 
portion to his size, he has strength : and.' your argument would 
prove, that a good bull-dog may' be as small as a mouse.’’ 'It 
was amazing , ho w ', he entered with perspicuity and keenness 
upoD'.' .every thing that ; occurred in conversation. Most men, 
whomTTmow,. w’ould no more think -of discussing a ''question 
about a ', buli-dog, .than of attacking a bull 
' . I ' Cannot allow any fragment 'whatever that .floats in my 
:memory concerning the great subject of this work to be lost 
Though a small particular may appear trifling to some, it will 
be relished by 'others ; while every little spark adds something 
to the general blaze: and to please the true, candid, warm 
admirers of Johnson, and in any degree increase the splendour 
of his reputation, I bid defiance to the shafts of ridicule, 
or even of malignity. Showers of them have been discharged 
at^ :my '‘'Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides yet ' it still 
sails unhtirt along the stream, of time, and as an attendant 
upon .- Johnson, . ■ 

“ Pursues the triumph, and partakes the gale.” 

One morning after breakfast; when the sun shone bright, we 
walked out together, and “pored” for some time with placid 
indolence upon an artificial 'vrater-fall, which Dr. Taylor had 
made by building a strong dyke of stone across the river 
behind the,' garden. It was now .somewhat obstructed by 
branches of trees and other rubbish, which had come down 
the river, and settled close to it. Johnson, partly from a 
desire to see it play more freely, and partly from that inclina- 
tion to activity which will animate, at times, the most inert 
and sluggish mortal, took a long pole which was lying on a 
bank, and pushed down several parcels sof this wreck with 
painful assiduity, while I stood quietly by, wondering to 
behold the sage thus curiously employed, and smiling with 
an humorous satisfaction each time when he 'Carried his point. 
He worked till he was quite out of breath * and having found 
a large dead cat so heavy that he could not move it after 
several efforts, “Come,” said he (throwing down the pole,) 
^^yo 24 shall take it now;” which I accordingly did, and being 
a fresh man, soon made the cat tumble over the cascade. 
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This may be laughed at as too trifling to record ; but it is a 
small characteristic trait in the Flemish picture which I give of 
my friend,, and in which, therefore,. I ■ mark the' most . minute 
."/particulars.. And let it.be remembered, that. .‘*ACsop. at.' play’* 

. is one of' the instructive apologues of antiquity. 

I mentioned , an old gentleman of our acquaintance whose 
memory was beginning to fail. Johnson. There must be . a 
diseased mind, where there is a failure of memory at .seventy. 
A man’s head,' Sir, -.must be .morbid, if he fails .so soon.” : ...My 
friend, being now himself sixty-eight, might think thus : but I 
imagine, that threescore and ten, the Psalmist^s .period of sound 
■ human life in later ..ages, may have a failure, though there be 
no disease in the constitution. 

Talking.. of Rochester’s Poems, he said, he had given, them^ 
to Mr. Steevens to castrate^ for the edition' of. the' poets,' to' 
v/hich he was to write Prefaces. Dr. Taylor (the only time P' 
ever heard him say any thing witty) ^ observed, that if 
Rochester had been castrated himself, his exceptionable poems 
would not have been written.” I asked if Burnet had not 
given a good Life of Rochester. Johnson. We have a good 
Death: there is not much ZifeJ' I asked whether Prior’s 
poems were to be printed entire : Johnson said, they were. I 
mentioned Lord Hailes’s censure of Prior, in his Preface to a 
collection of “ Sacred Poems,” by various hands, published by 
fedm at Edinburgh a great many years ago, where he mentions, 
those impure tales which will be the eternal opprobrium of 
their ingenious 'authour.” Johnson. . “ Sir, Lord Hailes has 
forgot. There is nothing in Prior that will excite to lewdness, 
if Lord Hailes thinks there is, he must be more combustible 
.5Jhan other people.” I instanced the tale of Paulo Purganti 
and his Wife.” Johnson. ' Sir, there is ' nothing 'there,, bm; .' 
that his wife wanted to be kissed, when poor Paulo was out of 
pocket ^ No, Sir,' Prior, is a lady’s book. No lady is ' asha'med / 
to have it standing in her library.” 

^ The hypochondriack disorder being mentioned, Dr. Johnson 
did not think it so common, as I supposed... ‘fDr. Taylor : (said: 
he) is the same one day as another. Burke and Reynolds are 
the same. Beauclerk, except when in pain, is the same. I am 
not so myself ; but this I do not mention commonly.” 

I complained of a wretched changefulness, so that I could 

1 Cthis was uanecessaxy, for it had been done in the early part of the present 
century, by Jacob Tonson.— M.J ^ 

^ I am told, that Horace, Earl of Orford, has a collection of by persons 

who never said but one.. ." . ■ .. . .. ....... 


^tat. 68 


A.D. 1777 


i4r 


: not, preservej continuanee, -the same views of' 

anything. It- was niost ' comfortable to' me to experience in 
Dr. Johnson's com panjj a' relief from this uneasiness.' His 
steady vigorous mind held firm before me those objects which 
my own feeble and tremulous imagination frequently presented 
in such a wavering state, that' my reason could not judge well 
of tiiern. 

■ ' ' Dr.; J me to-day,- to have as many books 

abou t ' me as I could ;■ that ,I - might ■ read . upon any subject 
tipo'n which I had a desire for instruction at the time. What 
youTead ihen^ (said he,) you will remember ; but- if you. have 
not a book 'immediately ready, and the subject moulds in your 
aiiod, it, is' a -chance if you have again a desire to study it” 
He added, “If a man never has an eager desire for instruction, 
he should prescribe a task for himself. But it is better when 
a man reads from immediate inclination.” 

He repeated a good many lines of Horace's Odes, while we 
were in the chaise ; I remember particularly the Ode Eheu 
JugacesT- , , 

He said, the dispute as to the comparative excellence of 
Homer or Virgil ^ was inaccurate. “ We must consider (said 
he) whether Homer was not the greatest poet, though Virgil 
may have produced the finest poem.^ Virgil was indebted 
to Homer for the whole invention of the structure of an epick 
poem, and for many of his beauties.” 

He told me, that Bacon was a favourite authour with him ; 
but he had never read his works till he was compiling the Eng- 
lish Dictionary, in which he said, I might see Bacon very often 
quoted Mr. Seward recollects his having mentioned, that a 
Dictionary of the English Language might be compiled from 
Bacon's writings alone, and that he had once an intention of 
giving an edition of Bacon, at least of his English works, and 
writing the Life of that great man. Had he executed this 
intention, there can be no doubt that he would have done it 
in a most masterly manner. Mallet's Life of Bacon has no 
inconsiderable merit as' an acute' and elegant dissertation 
relative to its subject; but Mallet's mind was not compre- 
hensive enough to embrace the vast extent of Lord Verulam's 

5 i am informed by Mr, Langton, that a great many years ago he was present when 
this question was agitated between Dr, Johnson and Mr. Burke ; and, to use Johnson’s 
phrase, they “talked their best Johnson for Homer, Burke for Virgil, it may well 
be supposed to have been one of the ablest and most brilliant contests that ever was 
exhibited. How much must we regret that it has not been preserved. 

S [But where is the inaccuracy^ if the admirers of Homer contend, tliat he was not only 
gsrior to Virgil in point of time, hut superior in excellence ?—J, Boswell..] 
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genius and research. Dr. Warburton therefore observedj with 
„ .witty justness, that Mallet in^ his. Life of Bacon .had forgotten 
.that: he was a philosopher; and if he should write the .Life of 
the Duke of Marlborough, which he had undertaken', to do,' he 
.■ would probably'. forget that he was a General” 

: .Wishing to be satisfied what deg.ree of truth there was in a 
story w.hich a friend of Johnson’s and mine had told me to 'his dis^ 

.. advantage, I m.entioned it to 'him in direct termS' ;. and it was. to 
this effect : that a gentleman who had lived in great intimacy vdtb 
:him, shewn him much 'kindness, and even . relie ved him from a 
. spuiiging-house, having afterwards fallen into bad circumstances; 

. was one day, when Johnson was at dinner with him, seized" for 
debt, and carried to prison ; that Johnsoo sat still 'undisturbed, 
and went on eating and drinking ; upon which the gentiemaa’s ■ 
.sister, who was p.resent, could not suppress her indignation; ' 
“ What, sir, (said she,)' are you so unfeeling, as n.ot even to offer 
to. go to my brother in his distress; you who' have' been so 
much obliged to. him ? And that Johnson answered, Madam, 

I owe him no obligation ; what he did for me he would have 
done for a. dog.” 

Johnson assured me, that the story was absolutely false : but 
like^a man conscious of be'ing in the right, and desirous of com- 
' pletely :. vindicating ' himsel^^ such a charge, he did 'not 

arrogantly rest on a mere denial, and on his general character, 
but proceeded thus:— “Sir, I was very intimate with that 
gentleman, and was once relieved by him from an arrest ; but 
I never was present when he was arrested, never knew that he 
was arrested, and I believe he never was in difhculties after the 
..'time when he relieved me.' I .loved .him much ; yet, in talking ' 
of his general chaiucter,^ I may have said, though I do not 
remember that I ever did say so ; that as his generosity pro- 
ceeded from no principle, but was a part of his profusion, he 
would do for a dog what he would do for a ffiend : but I neve: 
applied this^ remark to any particiilar instance, and certainly 
not to his kindness to me. If a profuse man, who does not 
value his money, and gives a large sum to a whore, gives half 
as much, or an equally large sum to relieve a friend, it cannot 
be esteemed as %drtue. This was all that I could say of that 
gentleman ; and, if said at ail, it must have been said after 
his death. Sir, I would have gone to the w^oiid’s end to 
relieve him. The remark about the dog, if made by me, was 
such a sally as might escape one when painting a man highly.” 

On Tuesday, September 23, Johnson was remarkably cordial 
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necessary for me to return to Scotland soon, 

1 bad fixed on the next day for my setting out, and I felt a 
teadei concern at the thought of parting with him. He had, 
at tins time, frankly communicated to me many particulars, 
which are inserted m this work in their proper places ; and 
once, when I happened to mention that the expence of my 

.. ^ ^ ^ computed, he 

bciia, nnyybUy it the expeiice were to be an ■■inconYenience " ' 
you would have .repoii to regret it;- but, if you have had 'the 
iuL .iiuy to speneij I imow not that ■ you could have purchased' as ■ 

much pleasiire with it in any 

During this , interview 'at Aslibonrne, Johnson and I' fre- ■ 
,qu.eiicl}y takea^ With wonderful 'pleasure, of mere trifles which 
nad occurred ID ' our tour to “the Hebrides'; for' it 'had left 'a 
mos^t, agreeable and pasting impression- upon 'his ,inind. 

■« for using the phrase to money.' 

Uori you ; see^ said he) the' impropriety of , it ? To ma/d^' 
money m to mm. it : you should say ^ 6 :?/ money.'' The phrase, ' 
however, IS, I : think, pretty current . But Johnson was at ail 
. times,, jealous of infractions upon the geiiuine English language, , 
and .prompt to repress colloquial- barbarisms ; such as pkdmm ■ 
mysdf, lot undertakings line, for^ department, or branch, 
amt line, the banking line. He w^as particularly.- indignant against- ■ 
wile .almost universal use of the w^ord idea in the sense oimotiofL 
01 optmm, when. it is clear that only .signify' something : 

of which an image can be formed in the mind. ^'We may have' ' 
ari ^ or image of a moiinhun, a tree, a; building ; ' but .weoan-. - - 
not surely .have an idea or image of an argument ot^ proposition,, t 
Yet we hear the sages of the law,^; ‘delivering '' their 'upon-' 
the question under consideration and the first speakers in 
parlianient ‘entirely coinciding in the which has been ably 
Stated by an honourable member ;”-~or “ reprobating an idea 
unconstitutional, and fraught -with the most dangerous conse- 
quences to a great and free country.” Johnson called this 
modern cant.” 

I perceived that he pronounced the word heard, as if spelt ' 
R-ith a double e, heerd, instead of sounding it herd, as is 
most usually done.i He said, his reason was, that if it were 
p^roriounced herd, there would be a single exception from the 
-nglish pronunciation of the syllable ear, and he thought it 
better not to have that exception. 

pronOTn^,^l^l-M. 3 “ was,fi:«}BTO0y written, as doubtless it was 
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He praised Grainger’s “Ode on Solitude,” in Dodsiey’s 

collection, and repeated, with great energy, the exordium : 

** O Solitude, romantick maid, 

Whether by nodding .towers you tread ; ^ , 

. Or haunt the desarfs trackless gio,om, . ■ 

. ,Or hover o’er the yawning tomb; 

Or climb the Andes' clifted side, : 

■ Or by the Nile's coy source. abide; ■ 

, Or, starting from your half-year's sleep, 

„ From Hecla view the thawing 'deep , 

, Or, at the purple dawn of day, . 

Tadnor's marble waste survey.'’ , 

observing, This, Sir, is very noble.” 

In the evening our gentleman-farmer, and two others 
entertamed themselves and the company with a great numher 
of tunes on the fiddle. Johnson desired to have “LefaSion 
fire thy mind, played over again, and appeared to a 
patiait ytention to it ; though he owned to me that he w^s verv 
insensible to the power of musick. I told him that it affected 
me to such a degree, _as often to agitate my nerves painfully 
producing m my mind alternate sensations of pathetic dejection 
so hat I was ready to shed tears; and of daring resolu ion, so 
that I was inclmed to rush mto the thickest pan of the battle 
^^Sirjsaid he,) I should never hear it, if it made me such a 

Much ol the effect of musick, I am satisfied, is ow'in<r to the 
association of ideas. That air, which instantly and irresistibly 
excites m the Swiss, when in a foreign land, the maladie du pJs 
has, I am told, no intnnsick power of sound. And I know Lm 
my own experience, that Scotch reels, though brisk, make me 
melancholy, because I used to hear them in my early vears pt 
of for soldiers “ from the 

of the north, and numbers of brave Highlanders were goino 
abroad, never to rernm. Whereas the airs in “The Bexar’s 
Oper^ many of which are very soft, never fail to rendeTme 
gay beca.use they ^e associated with the warm sensations and 
high spirits of London.— This evening, while some of the tunes 
ordinary composition were played with no great skill *mv 
rame was agitated, and I was conscious of a generous attach 

“y preceptor and friend, mixed with 
an affectionate regret that he was an old man, whom I should 
probably lose in a short time. I thought I could defend him 


every year, if you doii^t quarrel ' with me.” Johnson. Nay, 

, Sir, you are.; moredikely to .quarrel with. me, than 'I 'With yotiv' 
My regard for you is almost than I have words, to 

. express j. but I. do not chuse to be always repeating it ; write it' 
down^iQ. the first leaf of your pocket-book, and never doubt'Of 
It again.” 

. talked to .him ..of misery being the doom of man,” in this ' 
■■life, .as displayed, in his Vanity: of Human Wishes/': ' ..Yet I : 
. observed., that things' 'were done upon the ' supposition, .'of 
lappmess.; grand houses vrere built, fine gardens ' were, .made,, 
spleodid places of publick amusement '' were contrived, and 
crowded with company. Johnson. Alas, Sir, these are all only 
struggles for happiness. When I first entered Ranelagh, it gave 
an expansion and gay sensation to my mind, such as I never 
experienced any where else. But, as Xerxes wept when he 
\newed his immense army, and considered that not one of 
that great multitude would be alive a hundred year afterwards,, 
so It went to my heart to consider that there was not one in all 
that briliiaot circle, that was not afraid to go home and think 
but that the thoughts of each individual there, would be dis- 
tressing when alone.” This refiection was experimentally just. 
Fhe feeling of languor, V which succeeds the animation of 
gaiety, is itself a very severe pain ; and when the mind is then 
vacant, a thousand disappointments and vexations rush in and 
excruciate. Will not many even of my fairest readers allow this 
to be true ? 

I suggested, that being in love, and flattered with hopes of 
success ; or having some favourite scheme in view for the next 
day,^ might prevent that wretchedness of which we had been 
talking. Johnson. ‘‘Why, Sir, it may sometimes be so as 
you suppose ; but my conclusion is in general but too true.” 

YVhile Johnson and I stood in calm conference by ourselves 
in Dr. /l aylor s garden, at a pretty late hour in a serene autumn 
night, looking up to the heavens, I directed the discourse to 
the subject of a future state. My friend was in a placid and 
most benignant frame of mind. “ Sir, (said he,) I do not imagine 
that all things will be made clear to us immediately after death, 
but that the ways of Providence will be explained to us very 

i Pope mentions, 

“ Stretch’d on the rack of a too easy chair.** 

But I recollect a couplet quite apposite to my subject in “Virtue, an Ethick Epistle," 
a beautiful and instructive poem, by an anonymous writer, in 1738 : who, treating of 
pleasure m excess, says, , wuu, or 

“Till languor, suffering on the rack of bliss, 

Confess that man was never made for this.” 
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gradually.” I ventured to ask him whether, although the words 
of some texts _ of Scripture seemed strong in support of the 
dreadful doctrine of an eternity of punishment, we might not 
hope that the denunciation was figurative, and would not 
literally be executed. Johnson. “ Sir, you are to consider the 
intention of punishment in a future state. We have no reason 
to be sure that we shall then be no longer liable to oflend 
agamst Goa We do not know that even the angels are quite 
m a state of security ; nay, we know that some of them have 
fallen. It may therefore, perhaps, be necessary, in order to 
preserve both men and angels in a state of rectitude, that thev 
should have continually before them the punishment of those 
who have deviated from it ; but we may hope that by some 
other means a fall from rectitude may be prevented. ' Some 
of the texts of Scripture upon this subject, are, as you observe 
indeed strong ; but they may admit of a mitigated interoreta- 
tion. He talked to me upon this awful and delicate question 

in a gentle tone, and as if afraid to be decisive. 

After supper I accompanied him to his apartment, and at 
my request he dictated to me an argument in favour of the” 
negro who was then claiming his liberty, in an action in 
tne Court of Session in Scotland. He had always been 
^Sainst slavery in every form, in which I with 
all deference thought that he discovered “a zeal without 
knowledge. Upon one occasion, when in comoanv witli 
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be doubted whether slavery can ever be supposed the natural 
.condition of man.. , It, is^ impossible not ■ to conceive that men 
.ui their .original state were eqiiai j and very difficult to imagine' 

: how^one would be ^subjected to another but by violent com- 
^pulsion,.. . An individual may, indeed, forfeit- his liberty by- -a- 
crime ; but he cannot by that crime, forfeit the liberty of his 
chiidren.. , What is true of a criminal seems^ true likewise of^a 
, capUye.,,. ..A., man may accept life from a conquering enemy on 
.co.ndition..,. of perpetual servitude ; but . it is very .doubtful 
..whether he can entail, that servitude on. his. descendants ; for. 
.no .emn.can stipulate without commissio-n for another.- -The 
.conditio.a which he himself, accepts,- his son or grandson' 
perhaps would have rejected. If we should admit, what 
perhaps may with more reason be denied, that there are certain 
relations between - man and man which may make slavery neces- 
sary and just,^ yet it can never be proved that he who is now 
pmg for his freedom ever stood in any of those relations. He 
is certainly subject by no law, but that of violence, to his present 
master ; who pretends no claim to his obedience, but that he 
bought him from a merchant of slaves, whose right to sell him 
never was^ examined. It is said that according to the constitu- 
tions of Jamaica he was legally enslaved ; these constitutions 
are merely positive ; and apparently injurious to the rights of 
mankind, because whoever is exposed to sale is condemned 
to slavery without appeal ; by whatever fraud or violence he 
might have been originally brought into the merchants 
power. In our own time Princes have been sold, by wretches 
to whose care they were entrusted, that they might have an 
European education ; but when once they were brought to a 
market^ in the plantations, little would avail either their dignity 
or their wrongs. The laws of Jamaica afford a negro no 
redress. His colour is considered as a sufficient testimony 
against him. It is to be lamented that moral right should ever 
give way to political convenience. But if temptations of 
interest are sometimes too strong for human virtue, let us at 
least retain a virtue where there is no temptation to quit it 
In the present case there is apparent right on one side, and 
no convenience on the other. Inhabitants of this island can 
neither gain riches nor power by taking away the liberty of any 
part of the human species. The sum of the argument is 
this: — No man is by nature the property of another: The 
defendant is, therefore, by nature free : The rights of nature 
must 'be some way forfeited before they can Be justly takea 
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away : That the defendant has by any act forfeited the rights 
of nature we require to be proved ; and if no proof of such 
forfeiture can be given, we doubt not but the justice of the 
court win declare him free.” 

: 's : I record Dr.' Johnson^s argument fairly upon this particular 
: s,, cases; s where, perhaps,, he was in the right. : But I beg leave to ' 
enter' my^ most solem.n protest against his general doctrine with 
: . respect to the Slave Trade, ■ .For I will resolutely, say— that, his 
■■ ■ . unfavourable notion of it was owing to ' prejudice,. and imperfect 
■ or' false, information. ■ The. wild and dangerous attempt'^ which 
has for some time been persisted in to obtain an act of our 
'■Legislature, to abolish so . very .important and necessary.' a 
.'branch of ■ commercial interest, must have been crushed at 
once, had not the insignificance of the zealots who vainly took 
the lead in it, made the vast body of Planters, Merchants, and 
others, whose immense properties are involved in that trade, 
reasonably enough suppose that there could be no danger. 
'The encouragement which the attempt has received excites ""my 
: wonder and indignation ; and though some men of superiour 
. abilities have supported it ; whether from a love of temporary 
popularity, when prosperous ; or a love of general mischief 
when desperate, my opinion is unshaken. To abolish a s tarns, 
which in all ages God has sanctioned, and man has continued, 
"would not only be robbery to an innumerable class of our 
fellow-subjects ; but it would be extreme cruelty to the African 
Savages, a portion of whom it saves from massacre, or intoler- 
able bondage in their own country, and introduces into a much 
happier state of life ; especially now when their passage to the 
West Indies and their treatment there is humanely regulated. 
To abolish that trade would be to 

the gates of mercy on mankind.’* 

Whatever may have passed elsewdiere concerning it, the 
House of Lords is wise and independent : 

Intammatis fulget honoribus ji 

Nec sumit aut ponit secures 

Arbitrio popukris aur^. 

I have read, conversed, and thought much upon the subject, 
and would recommend to all who are capable of conviction, an 
excellent Tract by my learned and ingenious friend John 
Ranby, Esq. entitled “ Doubts on the Abolition of the Slave 
Trade.” To Mr. Ranby’s “Doubts,” I will apply Lord 
Chancellor Hardwicke’s expression in praise of a Scotch Law 
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Book, called “Dirleton’s Doubts;” “his (said his 

Lordshipj) , are,., better,; than ' m,ost people^s Certainties ■ 

... Whe,ii. I said; now to Johnson,, that I' was. afraid I kept him 
.too late up, ,^*Noj Sir, (said he,)' I don't care though I sit all 
night with you.” . This was an animated speech from a man in 
his sixty-.ninth year. 

Had, I been as attentive not to- displease him as I ought to, 
have been, I know not; but' this vigil might have been fulfilled; 
.out I .unluckily entered upon the controversy concerning -the 
, right of Great-,Britain to tax i\.merica, and attempted to argue 
m favour 'of our^ fellow-subjects ' on. the other side of the 
Atlantick., . I insisted that America might be very ■ well 
governed, and made to yield sufficient revenue by the means 
of mflmnce^ as exemplified in Ireland, while the people might 
be^ pleased with the imagination of their participating of the 
British constitution, by having a body of representatives, with- 
out whose consent money could not be exacted from them. 
Johnson could not bear my thus opposing his avowed opinion, 
which he had exerted himself with an extreme degree of heat 
to enforce ; and the violent agitation into which he was thrown, 
while answering, or rather reprimanding me, alarmed me so, 
that I heartily repented of my having unthinldngly introduced 
the subject. I myself, however, grew warm, and the change 
was great, from the cairn state of philosophical discussion in 
which we had a little before been pleasingly employed. 

I talked of the corruption of the British Parliament, in 
which I ah edged that any question, however unreasonable or 
unjust, might be carried by a venal majority; and I spoke 
with high admiration of the Roman Senate, as if composed of 
men sincerely desirous to resolve what they should think best 
for their country. My friend would allow no such character to 
the Roman Senate; and he maintained that the British 
Parliament was not corrupt, and that there was no occasion to 
corrupt its members ; asserting, that there was hardly ever any 
question of great importance before Parliament, any question 
m which a man might not very well vote either upon one side 
or the other. He said there had been none in his time except 
';:that\'respebtihg .Amerk^^^ 

We were fatigued by the contest, which was produced by my 
want of caution ; and he was not then in the humour to slide 
into easy and cheerful talk. It therefore so happened, that we 
were after an hour or two very willing to separate and go to 
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On Wednesday, September 24, I went into Dr. Johnson^s 
room before he got up, and finding that the storm of the 
preceding night was quite laid, I sat down upon his bed-side, 
and, he talked, with ■ as much' readiness., and ' good humour' as 
;... ever.,, He, recommended to me to plant a. considerable part of 
. ,v,... a.. large .moorish -farm. which I had purchased, and he made 
, , .several, calculations of the expence and profit ; for he delighted 
in exercising his mind on the science of numbers. He oressed 
upon^ me the importance of planting at the first in '’a very 
sufficient manner, _ quoting the saying Mb non licet Ms 
errare: ■ , and , add.ing, ‘‘-this is equally true in planting.^' 

.■ .1 spoke with . gratitude of Dr. Taylor's hospitality^ and as " 
.evidence that it was not on account of his good table alone 
that Johnson visited him often, I mentioned' a little anecdote 
which had escaped my friend’s recollection, and at hearing 
smiled. One evening, when I was sitting 
mth him hrank delivered this message : » Sir, Dr, Taylor sendl 
^ his compliments to you, and begs you will dine with him 
to-morrow. He has got a hare.’’->-^‘My compliments (said 
Johnson) and 1 11 dine with him — hare or rabbit.” 

■ After breakfast I departed, and pursued my journey north- 
waras. I took my post-chaise from the Green Man, a very 
good mn at Ashbourne, the mistress of which, a miohtv civil 
.. ' gentlewoman, courtseying very low, presented me \ith an 
' : .engraving of the sign of her house ; to which she had subjoined 
m her own hand-writing, an address in such singular simplicity 
ot style, that I have preserved it pasted upon one of the board^ 
of my original Journal at this time, and shall here insert it for 
the amusement of my readers : 

J^IZZIIVGZjS V^s duty waits upon J/r, Boswell ' %$■ ' 

exceedingly obliged to him for this favour ; ti>henei’er he comes’ t/vs 
way, hopes for a continuance of the same. Would Mr. Boswell 
name the house to his extensive acquaintance, it would he a 
sin^tlar favour conferdd on one who has it not in her power to 
make any other return but her most grateful thanks, and sincerest 
prayers pr his happiness in time, and in a blessed eternity 
Tuesday mornT 

From this meeting at Ashbourne I derived a considerable 
accession to my Johnsonian store. I communicated mv 

niaf T in whom I have always 

placed deserved confidence ; and what he wrote to me con- 
cerning It IS so much to my credit as the biographer of Johnson, 
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that my readers will, I hope, grant me:- their indulgence for here 
inserting it : “ It is not once or twice going over it (says Sir 
William,);that ;will sa&^ in it a high degree of 

instractiqn as wellaS' entertainment ; and' I derive' more beneit, 
from Dr. Johnson^s admirable discussions than I should.be a.ble 
to draw from , his. personal conversation for" I ..suppose 'there - 
is not a man in the world' to whom he discloses his senti- 
ments so freely as to. yourself.” ' 

I cannot omit a curious ' circumstance , which ■ occurred at 
Edensor-inii, close by, Cliatsworth, to survey the magnificence 
of wliicli .1 had. gone a., considerable way out of my, road" to. 
Scotland. ; The .inn was , then . kept . by a very jolly .landlord, 
mdiosc: name, 1 think,' was Malton. He happened to mention 
that the celebrated Dr. Johnson had been in Ms house.^* ' ' I 
enquired this Dr. Johnson was, that I might hear my host’s 
notion of him.. (said he,) Johnson, the great writer ; 

Oddityj as' they call him. He’s' the greatest writer in England ; 
he ' writes ' .for the ministry ; he has a .correspondence abroad, 
and lets them know whafs going on.'’ 

My friend, who had a thorough dependance upon the authen- 
ticity of my relation without any embelUsJmient^ as falsehood or 
fiction is too gently called, laughed a good deal at this represent- 
ation of himself. 

Mr. Boswell to Dr. Johnson. 

/^Edinburgh, Sept. 29, 1777. 

*:VMV 'BEAR SIR, .. . . - . 

“ By: the first post I inform you of my safe arrival at my 
own. house, , and that I had the comfort of finding my wife and 
children ail in ..good health. 

' , ."“ When I look back upon our late interview, it appears to me 
to." have answered expectation better than almost any scheme of 
happiness that I ever put in execution. My Journal is stored 
with wisdom and wit ; and my memory is filled with the 
recollection of lively and affectionate feelings, which now, I think, 
yield me more satisfaction than at the time when they were 
first e>:cited. I have experienced this upon other occasions. 

I shall be obliged to you if you will explain it to me; for it seems 
wonderful that pleasure should be more vivid at a distance than 
when near. I wish you may find yourself in a humour to do me 
this favour ; but I flatter myself with no strong hope of it ; for 
I have observed, that unless upon very serious occasions, your 
letters to me are not answers to those which I write.” 
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[I then expressed much uneasiness that I had mentioned to 
him the mme of the gentleman who had told me the story 
so much to his disadvantage, the truth of which he had com- 
pietely refuted ; for that my having done so might be interpreted 
as a breach of confidence, and offend one whose society I 
earnestly requesting that no notice might be 
taken of it to any body, till! should be in London, and^ have 
an opportunity to talk it over with the gentleman.] 

“ To James Boswell, Esq. 

“dear sir, 

“You will wonder, or you have wondered, why no lettei- 
has come fronvme. What you wrote at your return, had in it 
such a strain of cowardly caution as gave me no pleasure 1 
could not well do what you wished ; I had no need^to vex you 
with a refusal. I have seen Mr. and as to him have' set 

Mrc Ti ’ ***°“*/"y inconvenience, so far as I knoxv, to you. 
Mrs. Thrale had forgot the story. You may now be at ease 
And at ease I certainly wish you, for the kindness that you 
showed m coming so long a journey to see me. It was pity to 
keep you so long in pain, but, upon reviewing the matter, I do 
not see what I could have done better than I did. 

“ I hope you found at your return my dear enemy and all her 
little people quite well, and had no reason to repent of your 

journey. I think on it with great gratitude. 

“ I was not well when you left me at the Doctor’s, and I grew 
worse; yet I staid on, and at Lichfield was very ill. Travelling 
however, did not make me worse ; and when I came to London 
I complied mth a summons to go to Brighthelmstone, where f 

saw Beauclerk, and staid three days. ^ 

“Our Club has recommenced last Friday, but T w'a.! not 
there. Langton has another wench. i Mrs. Thrale is in hopes 
of a young brewer. They got by their trade last year a very 
large sum, and their expences are proportionate. 

“ Mre. Williams’s health is very bad. And I have had for 
some time a very difficult and laborious respiration ; but I am 
better by purges, abstinence, and other methods. I am vet 
howwer, much behind-hand in my health and rest. ^ 

Dr. Blairs sermons are now universally commendpH ■ 

1« tm think tlut I had honon, of fc, fiSf.nd fS 

* 1 A daughter born to him. 
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_ ^ My dear Friend, let me thank you Once more for your 
\nsit ; you did me great honour, and I hope met with nothing 
that displeased you. I staid long at Ashbourne, not much 
pleased, yet auk ward at departing. I then went to Lichfield, 

where^ I found my friend at Stow-hiiP very dangerously diseased. 
Such' IS life. Let us trj' to pass it well, whatever it be, for there 

IS .surely something beyond it.' , 

^ Weilj now, 'I hope ail is well, write as .soon as .you can' to, 
dear: Sir, 


a 

*tLondoii','.NoY, 25, I77'7.” 


Your affectionate . servant, 

■ ■ . “Sam. Johnson/* 


“my 'DEAR SIR, 


To Dr, Samuel Johnson. 

“Edinburgh, Nov. 29, 1777. 


^This day*s post has at length relieved me from much 
uneasiness, ■ by bringing me a letter from . you. I was, indeed, 
doubly uneasy my own account and yours. I was very 
anxious to be secured against any bad consequences from my 
imprudence in mentioning the gentleman's name who had told 
me a story to your disadvantage ; and as I could hardly 
suppose it possible, that you would delay so long to make me 
easy unless you were ill, I was not a little apprehensive about 
you. You must not be offended when I venture to tell you 
that you appear to me to have been too rigid upon this occa- 
sion. The Uowardly caution which gave you no pleasure^^ was 
suggested to me by a friend here, to whom I mentioned the 
strange story, and the detection of its falsity, as an instance 
how one may be deceived by what is apparently very good 
authority. But, as I am still persuaded, that as I might have 
obtained the truth, without mentioning the gentleman's name, 
It was wrong in me to do it, I cannot see that you are just in 
blaming my caution. But if you were ever so just in your 
disapprobation, might you not have dealt more tenderly with 
me? , 

“ I w’-ent to Auchinleck about the middle of October, and 
passed some time with my father very comfortably. 

■■ ^ ^ 4 ^ ■■ ■#:' ' ■ 

“ I am engaged in a criminal prosecution against a country 
schoolmaster, for indecent behaviour to his female scholars. 
There is no statute against such ' abominable conduct ; but it 


Mrs. Aston,' 


i 
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is punishable at common law. I shall be obliged to you for your 
assistance in this extraordinary trial I ever am, my dear Sir, 

** Your faithful humble servant, 

James Boswell.” 

^ About this time I wrote to Jolmson, giving him an account 
of the decision of the Negro cause, by the Court of Session, 
which by those who hold even the mildest and best regulated 
slavery in abomination, (of which number I do not hesitate to 
, . declare that I am none,) should be remembered with" liigh^ 
respect, and to -the credit, of Scotland; for. it went .up.oma 
, much broader ground- than .the case .of Somersef, which wvas 
decided in England ; ^ being truly the general question, whether 
a perpetual obligation of service to one master in any mode 
should be sanctified by- the law of a free country. A negro, 
then cdlled Joseph Kmght, a native of Africa, : having been 
brought to Jamaica in the usual course of the slave trade, and 
purchased by; a Scotch gentleman in that island, had attended 
his master to Scotland, where it was officiously suggested to 
^ him that he would be. found entitled to his liberty without any 
limitation. He- accordingly brought his action, in the course 
oj which the. advocates on both sides did themselves great 
honour. Mr. Maclaurin has had the praise of Johnson, for 
his pgument 2 in favour of the negro, and Mr. Macconochie 
distinguished himself on the same side, by his ingenuity and 
extraordinary research. Mr. Cullen, on the part of the master, 
discovered good information and sound reasoning ; in which 
he was well supported by Mr. James Ferguson, remarkable for 
a manly understanding, and a knowledge both of books and of 
the world. But I cannot too highly praise the speech which 
Mr. Henry Dundas generously contributed to the cause of the 
sooty stranger. ^ Mr. Dundas^s Scottish accent, which has been 
so^ often in vain obtruded as an objection to his powerful 
abilities in parliament, was no disadvantage to him in his own 
country. And I do declare, that upon this memorable Question 
he impressed me, and I believe all his audience, ivith such 
feelings as were produced by some of the most eminent 
orations of antiquity. This testimony I liberally give to” the 

s rtf Trials, Vol. XI. p. 339, and Mr. Hargrave’s argument 
2 The motto to It was happily cnosen ; 

Quetmvis quamvis tu candidus essesC* 

I cannot avoid mentioning a circumstance no less strange than true that a 
Ad\oca^ in considerable practice, but of whom it certainly cannot be said 
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excellence of an old friend, with whom it has been my lot to 
ditter jery.widely npon;;.many:poiiticalv^^^ yet' L persuade^: 
myself without malice. ,' A great .majority'of' the LQrdS'^'. of - 
.Session decided for the .negro. But, four of '.their number,, the. ' 
Lo.ia I re.sidentj, , Lord Elliock, Lord Monboddo, 'and Lord 
... Coyiiigton,. ^resolutely.' maintained the'' lawfulness of sMuSf/ 
which has been acknowledged , in all ages and countries, and ' 
tnat when freedom flourished, as in ' old Greece and Rome. ' ' 

'*To' James "Boswell,- ■ Esq. ' 

'‘dear sir, 

Ihis is theyame of the- year in which all. express. 'their; 

■ ^ . gooo wishes to their friends, and I send .mine to you and your " 
kimiiy. M your lives be long, happy, and good. I have. "' 
^ o^^^^j ' but, I hope, do not grow worse. . 

Bne crime of the ■ schoolmaster- whom you- are engaged to 
prosecute is very great, and may be suspected to be too 
common. In our law it would be a breach of the peace and 
a misdemeanour : that is, a kind of indefinite crime, not 
capital, but punishable at the discretion of the Court. You 
„ cannot want 'matter ; all that needs to -be said will ' easil? 

. , .ocicur. ■' - ■ 

Mr. Shaw, the authour of the Gae'Iick Grammar, desires 
me to make a request for him to Lord Eglintoune, that he may 
be^appomted Chaplain to one of the new-raised regiments. 

All our friends are as they were ; little has haopened to 
them of either good or bad. Mrs. Thraie ran a great black 
D.air-dressing pin into her eye; but by great evacuation she 
kept it trom inflaming, and it is almost well. Miss Reynolds 
: 'A,as .been o.ut of' "order, -but is better..' . Mrs. Williams -is' :in'; a- -' 
very ...poor, state -of health. . 

li I fehould write on, I should, perhaps, write only 
complaints, and therefore I mil content myself with telling you, 

. .that I. love to .think on .-you, - and to hear from you and- that- I.'- ''' 
am, dear Sir, 

, , ^ * Y ours faithfully, 

: : - “ Sam. JOHHSON.” ^ 

Br., .Samuel ''Johnson/ 

,, “Edinburgh, Jan. 8, 1778. 

Your congratulations upon a new year are mixed with 
complaint ; mine must be so too. My wife has for some time 
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been veiy ill, having been confined to the house these three 
moluhs by a severe cold, attended with alarming symptoms. 

[Here I gave a particular account of the distress which the 
person, upon every account most dear to me. suffered ; and of 
the dismal state of apprehension in which I now was : adding 
that I never stood more in need of his consoling philosophy.] 
Did you ever look at a book written by Wilson, a Scotch- 
f Vfi Volusenus, according to the 

literary men at a certain period. It is entitled ‘ Be 
Anm^ Tranqmlhtate: I earnestly desire tranquillity. Bona 
« yKf«,^but I tear I shall never attain it: for, when 

fevSess. agitates me to 


I am, dear Sir, 

Your most affectioiiate .humble servant, 

“James .Boswell.'’" 

“To James Boswell, Esq. 

“bear sir, ■ 

, lo a letter so mteresting as your last, it is prooer to 

vS answer, however little I may be disposed to 

“Yourdarm at your lady’s illness was reasonable, and nor 
disproportionate to the appearance of the disorder. I hone 
your physical friend’s conjecture is novr verified, and a^l fear of 
a consumption at an end : a little care and e.xLdse wiil then 
restore her, London is a good air for • <artri if 

bring her hither, I will do for her what she did for me I 

retire from my apartments for her accommodation. Belmve 
kindly to her, and keep her cheerful, 

• always seem to call for tenderness. Know then 

in the first month of the present year I verv highly esteS tnfi 
very cordia ly love you. I hope to tell j^uhhfs S te 
beginning of every year as long as we live ; and whfshoSd w« 

Lord Auchlnteck^nd dear'^SS Ss wer^o ‘°th“^ 
iiberty. Lord Hailes’s name reproaches nT- but 

b^guid cegte of eg „„ ESlTo-uId-'i^ pH” 
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than resent my neglect of his. I hope to mend, ut et mifd 
imam et amicis. I am, dear Sir, 

“ Yours affectionately, 

‘‘Sam. JOHNSOH.*^ 

24, 1778/' ■ ' ■ 

“,.My service to my fellow-traveller, Joseph/' ■ ' 

_,Jolins,on maintained a long and intimate friendship with 
Mr. . Welch, who succeeded .the celebrated Henry Fielding as 
one of his Majesty's Justices of the Peace for Westminster ; 
.kept a regular oifice for the police of that great district ; and .■ 
discharged his important^ trust, for many years,, faithfully and 
ably, Johnson, wlm had' an eager and unceasing curiosity tO' 
know human life in all its variety, told me, that be attended 
Mr. Welch in his office for a whole winter, to hear the examin- 
ations of the culprits ; but that he found an almost uniform 
tenor of misfortune, wretchedness, and profligacy. Mr. Welch's 
health being impaired, he was advised to try the effect of a 
warm ^ climate ; and Johnson, by his interest with Mr. 
Ciiamier, procured him leave of absence to go to Italy, and a 
promise that the pension or salary of two hundred pounds a 
year, which Government allowed him, should not be discon- 
tinued, Mr. Welch accordingly went abroad, accompanied by 
his daughter Anne, a young lady of uncommon talents and 
literature. 


“To Saunders Welch, Esq. at. the English 'Goffee- 
House, Rome.' 

. “dear sir,' ■ ' , 

“ To have suffered one of my best and dearest friends to 
pass almost two years in foreign countries without a letter, has 
a very shameful appearance of inattention. But the truth is, 
that^ there was no particular time in which I had any thing 
particular to say ; and general expressions of good will, I hope,, 
our long friendship is grown too solid to want. 

“Of publick affairs you have information from the news- 
papers wherever you go, for the English keep no secret; and 
of other things, Mrs. Noilekens informs you. My intelligence 
could therefore be of no use ; and Miss Nancy's letters made 
it unnecessary to write to you for information : I was likewise 
for some time out of humour, to find that motion, and nearer 
approaches to the sun, did not restore your health so fast as I 
expected. Of your health, the accounts -have lately been more 


i 
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pleasing ; and I have the gratification of imagining to myself 
a length of years which I hope yon have gained, and of which 
the enjoyment will be improved by a vast accession of images 
.and -observations which your Journies and various, residence 
have enabled yon to make and accumulate. You have travelled 
with this felicity, almost peculiar to yourself, that your com- 
panion is not to part from you at your joumey^s end ; but you 
are:; to ..live on -together, to help each otheris recollection, and 
^ to ; supply each otheris omissions. The world has few greater 
, ...pleasures' than. that which -two friends 'enjoy,. in tracing back, ' 

.. at some : distant time, those transactions' and; events through 
which they, have . passed . together. '.One. of the, old man’s 
.. .. miseries- is, .that he cannot easily find, a companio,n. able to 
. : .partake with him of the past- You and your'' feilow-travelier 
have this comfort in store, that your conversation will be not 
.-.easily exhausted.; one will always be glad. to say what the 
other will always be willing to hear. 

“That you may enjoy this, pleasure long, your health' must 
have your constant attention. I suppose you propose to 
return this year. There is no need of haste : do not come 
hither before the height of summer, that you may fall gradually 
into the inconveniences of your native clime. July seems to 
be the proper month. August and September will prepare 
you for the winter. After having travelled so far to find health, 
you must take care not to lose it at home ; and I hope a little 
care will effectually preserve it 

“ Miss Nancy has doubtless kept a constant and copious 
journal. She must not expect to be welcome when she returns, 
without a great mass of information. Let her review' her 
journal often, and set down what she finds herself to have 
omitted, that she may trust to memory as little as possible, for 
memory is soon confused by a quick succession of things ; and 
she will grow every day less confident of the truth of her own 
narratives, unless she can recur to some written memorials. 

If she has satisfied herself with hints, instead of full represent- 
ations, let her supply the deficiencies now while her memory 
is yet fresh, and while her father’s memory may help her. If 
she observes this direction, she will not have travelled in vain ; 
for she will bring home a book with w'hich she may entertain 
herself to the end of life. If it were not now too late, I would 
■advise her to note the impression which the first sight of 
anything new and wonderful made upon her mind. Let her 
now set her thoughts down as she can recollect them; for 
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feinted Srow every day 

imrjnl^lw ^ *"5’self unreasonably when I 

imagine that you may wish to know something of me. I can 
giatify your benevolence with no account of health. The 
and of time, or of disease, is very heavy upon me. I pass 
restless and uneasy nights, harassed with convulsions of^my 
’i flatulencies at my stomach ; and restless nights 

aStw!?' •, 1 ®“*' fothing will be mended by complaints, 
and tneitnoie I will make an end. When we meet, we will 
ry to lorpt our cares and our maladies, and contribute, as 
c<.n, o e cheaifulness of each other. If I had gone with 
you, I believe I should have been better; but I do not know 
. tiiat It was in my power. ■ I amj dear Sir, 

''Your most humble servant, 

- Feb. 3, i778.» ' ^ JOHNSON.^ 

admirable advice, how to travel to ■ 
toe best advantage, and will therefore be of very general use 

hearA^^^^ ^niioent proof of Johnson’s warm and affectionate 

“To Dr. Samuel. J0H.NS0N. 

"Edinburgh, Feb. 26, 1778. 

"MYOEARSIR, • • •: , .F ^ - 

“Why I have delayed, for near a month, to thank 
■ ^hectionate .letter, I oannot say_; for my 
mind has been in ^better health these three weeks than for 
some years past. I believe I have evaded till I could send 
copy of Lord Hailes’s opimon on the negro’s cause, 
wniCii he wishes you to read, and correct any errours that 
there may be in the language; for, (says he,) ‘we live in a 
, ciihcal, though not a learned age.; and I seek- to screen myself ' 
under the shield of Ajax.’ I communicated to him your 
apology for keeping the sheets of his ‘ Annals ’ so long. He 
says, ‘I am sorry to see that Dr. Johnson is in a state of 
languor. hy should a sober Christian, neither an enthusiast 
nor a fanatick, be very merry or very sad ? ’ I envy his Lord- 
ship s comfortable constitution; but well do I know that 

1 The fneadshi^j? between Mr. Welch and him was unbroken. Mr. Welch died not 
many rnonths before him, and bequeathed him five guineas for a ring, which Tohnsort 
jenderness, as a kind memorial. His r^rd con^ik^foThhiilid 
Mr. Welch s daugaters ; ol whom, Jane is married to Mr. Nollekens, thestatuarv. 


tciiuciiicss, as a Kina memorial. His reirard wni« .'irnct-or,*- fV... kT.. r..; ^ 

Mr. Welch’s daughters ; ofwhotn, Jane U nJiried?ol&rk^XcsUtw^ 
merit is too well known to require any praise from me. . wiios® 


languor and dejection will afflict the best, however excellent 
their principles. I am in possession of Lord Hailes's opinion 
io'Lis.own hand-writing, 'and Lave :liad; it for some time. v.My. 
excuse then for procrastination must be, that I wanted to have 
it copied; and I have how put that off so long, that it will be' 
better to bring it with , me than send it, as I shall probably get 
you to look at it sooner, when I solicit you in person. 

‘‘My wife, who is, I thank God, a good deal' better, is much 
obliged to you for your very polite and courteous offer: of : your : 
apartment: but, if ohe goes to London, it wiil be best for; her ■ 
to have lodgings in ■ the more airy vicinity of Hyde-Park.: I, 
however, doubt much .if I shall be able to prevail with .Her to 
accompany me to the metropolis ; ■ for she is so 'different from': 
you and me, that she dislikes travelling ; and she is so anxious 
about her children, that she thinks she should be unhappy if 
at a distance from them. She therefore wishes rather to go to 
some country place in Scotland, where she can have them 
with her. 

“I purpose being in London about the 20th of next month, 
as I think it creditable to appear in the House of Lords as one 
of Douglas’s Counsel, in the great and last competition' between 
Duke Hamilton and him. 

sic sjc sjc 5fe 5 ^ sj: 

“ I am sorry poor Mrs, Williams is so ill : though her temper 
is unpleasant, she has always been polite and obliging to me. 

1 wish many happy years to good Mr. Levett, who I suppose ' 
holds his usual place at your breakfast-table. ^ 

“ I ever am, my dear Sir, 

■' “Your affectionate humble servant,' ' 

■, “James:. Boswell. 

To THE Same. 

“ Eclinburgh, Feb.: 28, '1778.,' 

“my dear sir, 

“You are at present busy amongst the .English .poets, . 
preparing, for the public instruction and entertainment, Pre- 
faces, biographical and critical It will not, therefore, be out 
of season to appeal to you for the decision of a controversy 

2 Df. Percy, the Bishop of Droinore, humorously observed, that Levett used to 
breakfast on the crust of a roll, which Johnson, after tearing out the crumb for himself, 
threw to his humble friend. 

[Perhaps the word threw is here too strong. Dr, Johnson never treated Levett with 
contempt ; it is clear indeed from various circumstances, that he had great kindness for 
him. I have often seen Johnson at breakfast, accompanied, or rather attended, by 
Levett, who had always the management of the tca*kettk.— M,3 
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which has ari^n between a lady and me concerning a passage 

his hermit quitted his 

* j to know the world by sight, 

To hnd if docks or swains report it right ; 
y^^hy the world he knew. 

Whose feet came wandTing o’er the nightly dew.) ’ 

£ maintain, that there is an inconsistency here; , for as the 
rfeimits^ notions of the world were formed fi*om the reports 
Doth 01 Dooks and swains, he could not justly be said to know 
oy swains alone. Be pleased to judge between us, and let us 
have your, reasons.^ ' - 

T you say to ^Taxation no Tyranny,^ now, after 

juord hi Orth’s declaration or confession, or whatever else his 
conciliatory speech should be called? I never differed from 
you m politicks but upon two points,— the Middlesex Election, 
and the Taxation of the Americans by the British Houses oj 
Mepreseiitahyes. There is a chai^m in the word Parlia7?ient, 
so I avoid it. ils I am a steady and a warm Tory, I regret 
that the King does not see it to be better for him to receive 
constitutional supplies from his American subjects by the voice 
of their own assemblies, where his Royal Person is represented, 
than through the medium of his British subjects. I am per- 
suaded that the power of the Crown, which I wish to increase, 
would be greater when in contact with all its dominions, than 
if ‘ the rays of regal bounty/ 2 ^^^re ‘to shine' upon America, 
through that dense and troubled body, a modern British Par- 
liament. But, enough of this subject ; for your angry voice 
at Ashbourne upon it, still sounds aweful ‘in my mind's 
“ I ever am, my dear Sir, 

“Your most affectionate humble servant, 

“James Boswell/' 


“To THE Same. 

“Edinburgh, March 12, 1778. 

.DEAR SIR," 

“ The alarm of your late illness distressed me but a few 
hours ; for on the evening of the day that it reached me, I 
found it contradicted in ‘The London Chronicle/ which I 
could depend upon as authentick concerning you, Mr, 


1 [See this subject discussed in a subsequent page, under May 3, 1770.— M.1 
y Alluding to a line m his “ Vanity of Homan Wishes,” describmg Cardinal ^ 


,his,"state 'of elevation 


describing < 

‘ Through him the rays of regal bounty shine,*’ 
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Strahan being the printer of it. I did not see the paper in 
which ‘ the approaching extinction of a bright luminarv ’ was 
announced. Sir William Forbes told me of it ; and he says 

, ,, he .saw me so^ uneasy, that he did ' not 'give' .me. the report in 
.. such strong terms as he read it. He afterwards sent me ■ a ■ 
; letter from Mn.Langton to him,, which relieved me much. ' I 
, am, however, . not quite 'easy, as I have not 'heard from you: 
and; now I . shall not have that comfort before I see you, for I 
, set out for London '-'to-morrove before the post "comes in. I 
hope. to be. with you on Wednesday mo.rning ; . . and I ever am, 
with the highest veneration, 

“ .My dear Sir, your most obliged, 

“Faithful, and affectionate humble sen^ant, 

“James .Boswell.^' 

. Wednesday, March iS, I arrived in London, and^vas 
informed by good Mr. Francis, that his master was better, and 
was gone ^ to Mr. Thrale’s at Streatham, to which place i 
mote to him, begging to know ivhen he would be in town. 

expected for some time ; but next day having 
called on Dr. Taylor, in Dean^s-yard, Westminster, I found 
mm there, and was told he had come to town for a few hours. 
He met me with his usual kindness, but instantly returned to 
the writing of something on which he was employed when I 
came in, and on which he seemed much intent Finding him 
thus engaged, I , made my visit very short, and had no more of 
nis conversation, except his expressing a serious regret that a 
friend of ours was living at too much expence, considering how 
poor an appearance he made : “ If (said he) a man has splen- 
dour from his expence, if he spends his money in pride or in 
pleasure, he has value : but if he lets others soend it for him^ 
which IS most commonly the case, he has no 'advantage from 

^ found him at his own house, sitting 
with Mrs. Williams, and was informed that the room formerly 
allotted to me was now appropriated to a charitable purpose^ 
Mrs, Desmoulins,! and I think her daughter, and a Miss 
Carmichael, being all lodged in it. Such was his humanity 
such his that Mrs, Desmoulins herself told 

me, he allowed her half-a-guinea a week. Let it be remem- 
bered, that this was above a twelfth part of his pension. 

Mnson's godfather, and widow of Mr. Desaiouiins. a 
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His liberality, indeed, was at all periods of his life very 
remarkab e. Mr. Howard, of Lichfield, at whose father’s 

liouse Johnson,; had.' in . his early years- ''been kindly received^ 
,to.id .me, ;that .when', he was . a boy at the Charter-house, his 
father .. wrote ^ to him to go and .pay a visit to Mr. Samuel 
J ohnson, which ..he accordingly did, and . found him ■ in an 
upper, room, ..of poor appearance. . Johnson received him 
With .much courteoiisness,. .and, .talked "a. -great deal to him, as 
to. a., sdioohboy, ot .the course of his education, and other 
.particulars. '^ When he afterw^ards came -to know and under- 
stand the high character, of this .great.' man, he recollected his 
co.ndescension with wonder.. ■ He added, - that ' when he was 
going away, ^^Mr. Johnson presented him with half-a-guinea : 
.and this, .said' Mr. Howard, was at a time when .he probably'^ 
had .not. another. • , . ■ ^ 

retired .from Mrs. Williams' to another - room. Tom 
Davies^. soon after joined .us. He had . now unfortunately 
failed ..111 ,, his circum'.stances, , and was much .indebted to Dr. 
Jphnpn^s -kindness for obtaining for him many alleviations of 
his distress. ..After he went away, Johnson blamed' his folly in 
quitting the .stage, by which he. and his wife got five hundred 
pounds a year. I said, I believed it was -owing to ChurchilFs' 
attack .upon him, 

J® He mouths a sentence, as curs mouth a .bon.e.’' " 

^ , Johnson. I believe, so, too, Sir. But what a m.an is he, who 
IS to be driven from.-.the. .stage: by a line- Another line would 
have driven him from^ ,his -shop/', 

I told him that. I .was engaged as--G,ounseI at the bar of the 
House „of.. Commons to-; oppose ' a- road-bill .in the, county of 
Sti.rling, .and asked him .what', mode he . would advise me to 
follow; in addressing such; an , audience. ' Johnson. Why, Sir, 
you .m.ust, provide,, yourself .wi.th, a .good- -deal.of -;extraneous 
matter, w^hich you are to produce occasionally, so as to fill up 
the time; for you must consider, that they dp -not listen much. 
If you begin with the strength of your, cause, it 'may be lost 
before they begin to listen. When, you,, catch, a moment of 
attention, press the merits of the question upon them." He 
said, as to one point of the merits, that he thought would 
be a wrong thing to deprive the small landholders of the 
privilege of assessing themselves for making and repairing the 
high roads ; tt was destroying a ceriain portion of liberty^ without 
a good reason, which was always a bad thingl* When I men- 
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tioned this observation next day to Mr. Wilkes, he pleasantly 
said, “ What ! does Jie talk of liberty ? Liberty is as ridiculous 
■' in to mouth as Religon in miner Mr. Wilkes’s" advice as to, 
the best mode of speaking at the bar of the House of Commons, 
was not more respectful towards the senate, than that of 'Dr.' ' 
Johnson, “ Be as impudent as you can^ as merry as you can, 
and say whatever ■ comes ' uppermost. ' Jack Lee is the ■ best 
heard there of any Counsel ; and he is the most ; impudent 
dog, and always abusing us.” 

In my interview with Dr. Johnson this evening, I 'was " quite ' 
easy, quite as his companion ; upon which I find in my Journal 
the following reflection: “So ready is my mind to suggest 
matter for dissatisfaction, that I felt a sort of regret that I was 


I missed that aweful reverence with which J^used to 


contemplate Mr. Samuel Johnson, in the magni- 
tude of his literary, moral, and religious character. have a 

wonderful superstitious love of mystery; when, p the 

truth is, that it is owing to the cloudy dajMesf^ own 

mind. I should be glad that I am 

progress of being, so that I can view''=' ^ith a 

steadier and clearer eye. My dissatisi:^^4'^m ^ 

foolish. Would it not be foolish to regref^ 

less mystery in a future state ? That ^ we nc. 

darkly,' but shall ‘then see face to face'?”--^ wfion, 

which I thus freely communicate, will be vaiueC^" . 

ing part of my readers, who may have themselvv ^<^.ienced 

a similar state of mind. 

He returned next day to Streatham, to Mr. Thrale's ; where, 
as Mr. Strahan once compiained to me, “he was in a great 
measure absorbed from the society of his old friends.” I was 
kept in London by business, and wrote to him on the 27th, 
that “a separation from him for a week, when we were so near, 
was equal to a separation for a year, when we were at four 
hundred miles distance.” I went to Streatham on Monday, 
March 30. Before he appeared, Mrs. Thrale made a very 
characteristicai remark I do not know for certain w^hat will 
please Dr. Johnson : but I know for certain that it will displease 
him to praise any thing, even what he likes, extravagantly.” 

At dinner he laughed at querulous declamations against the 
age, on account of luxury, — increase of London, — scarcity of 
provisions, —and other such topicks. “ Houses (said he) will be 
built till rents fall ; and corn is more plentiful now than ever 
'it was,” 
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I Imd before dinner repeated a ridiculous story told me by 
an oW man, who had been a passenger with me in the stage- 
coach to-day. Mrs. Thrale, having taken occasion to allude to 
It, m talking to me, called it “The story told you by the old 

— .“ Now, Madam, (said I,) give me leave to catch you 
in tne tact : it was not an old woman, but an old man, whom I 
mentioned as having told me this.” I presumed to take an 
opportunity, m presence of Johnson, of shewing this lively lady 
how ready she was, unintentionally, to deviate from e.xact 
autoenticity of narration. 

^ rhomas^a Kempis (he observed) must be a good book, as 
me world has opened its arms to receive it. It is said to have 
oeen i^inted, in one language or other, as many times as there 
have been months since it first came out.^ I always was 
struck by this sentence in it : Be not angry that you cannot 
make others as you wish them to be, since you cannot make 
yourself as you wish to be. 2 

He said I was angry with Hurd about Cowley, for having 
publish^ a selection of his works : but, upon better considera- 
tion, I think there is no impropriety in a man’s publishing as 
much as he chooses of any authour, if he does not put the rest 
OTt of the way. A man, for instance, may print the Odes of 
Horace alone.” He seemed to be in a more indulgent humour, 
man when this subject was discussed between him and Mr, 
Murphy. 

When we were at tea and coffee, there came in Lord Trim- 
lestown, in whose family was an ancient Irish peerage, but it 
suffered by taking the generous side in the troubles of the last 
century. ^ He was a man of pleasing conversation, and was 
accompanied by a young gentleman, his son. 

I meiitioned that I had in my possession the Life of Sir 
Kooert Sibbald, the celebrated Scottish antiquary, and founder 
or the Royal College of Physicians at Edinburgh, in the origi- 
nal manuscript in his own hand writing ; and that it was, I 
believed, the most natural and candid account of himself that 
^er was given by any man. As an instance, he tells that the 
Du^e of Perth, then Chancellor of Scotland, pressed him very 

edition was in 1492.^ Between that period and 1792, accordine to this 
account, there were three thousand six hundred editions. But thJ is very improbable.— 

^alem facere, qualem vis, quomodo poteris 
s beneplaatum? Be Imit. Christ, ijiir. i. Gap. xvi:~J. BosweS.1 

[Since this was written, the attainder has been reversed ; and NichoWBarnewall is 
ROW a peer of Xrei^d with this title. The person nientioned in the text had studied 
physick, and prescribed £rat£s to the poor. Hence arose the subsequent conversation.— 
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much to come over to the Roman Catholick faith : that he 
resisted all his Grace’s arguments for a considerable time, till 
one day he felt himself, as it were, instantaneously convinced, 
and with tears in his eyes ran into the Duke’s arms, and 
embraced the ancient religion; that he continued very steady 
in it for some time, and accompanied his Grace to London one 
winter, and lived in his household ; that there he found the 
rigid fasting prescribed ' by the church very severe; upoii' him ; 
that this disposed him to reconsider: the controversy, and having ' 
then seen that he was in the wrong, he returned to Protestant- 
ipn. I talked of some time or other publishing this curious 
life. ^ Mrs. Thrale. “ I think you had as m^eil let alone , that 
publication. To discover such weakness exposes a man when 
he is gone.” Johnson. “Nay, it is an honest picture of 
human nature. How often are the primary motives of our 
greatest actions as small as Sibbald’s, for his re-conversion.” 
Mrs. Thrale. “But may they not as well be forgotten?” 
Johnson. No, Madam, a man loves to review his own mind. 
That is the use of a diary, or journal” Lord Trimlestown. 

True, Sir, As the ladies love to see themselves in a glass; so 
a man likes to see himself in his journal.” Boswell. “ A very 
pretty allusion.” Johnson. “Yes, indeed.” Boswell. 
as a lady adjusts her dress before a mirrour, a man adjusts his 
character by looking at his journal” I next year found the 
very same thought in Atterbury’s '' Funeral Sermon on Lady 
Cutts where having mentioned her Diary, he says, “ In this 
glass she every day dressed her mind.” This is a proof of 
coincidence, and not of plagiarism ; for I had never read that 
sermon before. 

Next morning, while we were at breakfast, Johnson gave a 
very earnest recommendation of what he himself practised with 
the utmost conscientiousness : I mean a strict attention to 
truth, even ip the most minute particulars. “ Accustom your 
children (said he) constantly to this ; if a thing happened at 
one %vindow, and they, when relating it, say that it happened 
at another, do not let it pass, but instantly check them; you 
do not know where deviation from truth will end. ” Bo.swell. 

It may come to the door : and when once an account is at all 
varied in one circumstance, it may by degrees be varied so as 
to be totally different from what really happened.” Our lively 
hostess, whose fancy was impatient of the rein, fidgeted at this 
and yenturedto say, “ Nay, this is too much. If Mr. Johnson 
should forbid me to dnnk tea, I would comply, as I should 
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feel the restraint only twice a day ; but little variations in 
narrative must happen a thousand times a day, if one is not 
perpetually watching.^^ Johnson : Weil, Madam, and you 
to be perpetually watching. It is more from carelessness 
about truth than from intentional lying, that there is so much 
falsehood in the world. ■ 

In his . review; of Dr. Warton^s ■ Essay; on^ the Writings and 
Genms; of ,:Pope,” Johnson has given the following salutary 
caution upon: this subject: “Nothing but experience could 
, evince the freque:ncy of false information, or enable any man to 
conceive that so many groundless reports should be propagated, 
as every man of eminence may hear of himself. Some men 
relate what they think, as what they know ; some men of con- 
fused memories and habitual inaccuracy, ascribe to one man 
what belongs to another j and some talk on, without thought or 
care. A few men are sufficient to broach falsehoods, which are 
afterwards innocently diffused by successive relaters.” ^ Had 
he lived to read what Sir John Hawkins and Mrs. Piozzi have 
related concerning himself, how much would he have found his 
observation illustrated. He was indeed so much impressed 
with the prevalence of falsehood, voluntary or unintentional, 
that I never knew any person who upon hearing an extraordi- 
nary circumstance told, discovered more of the incredulus odL 
He would say with a significant look and decisive tone, “ It 
is not so. Do not tell this again.” ^ He inculcated upon ail 
his friends the importance of perpetual vigilance against the 
slightest degrees of falsehood; the effect of which, as Sir 
Joshua Reynolds observed to me, has been, that all who were 
of his school are distinguished for a love of truth and accuracy, 
which they would not have possessed in the same degree, if 
they had not been acquainted with Johnson. 

Talking of ghosts, he said, “It is wonderful that five 
thousand years have now elapsed since the creation of the 
world, and still it is undecided whether or not there has ever 
been an instance of the spirit of any person appearing after 
death. All argument is against it; but all belief is for it.'" 

He said, “John Wesley’s conversation is good, but he is 
never at leisure. He is always obliged to go at a certain hour. 

1 Literary Magazine, 1736, p. 37. 

2 The following plausible, but over-pmdent counsel on this subject is given by an 
italian writer, quoted by Rkedi de gemr&tione inseciarumP with the epithet of 

dtmntfoeiat*:'' , 

Sempre k quel ver ch’ a faccia di menzogna 
Dee Tuom chiudere le labbra quanto ei puote ; 

■ , Perb cha:',ze.nza colpa fa vergdgna.’*' ' ■ 
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This is very disagreeable to a man who loves to fold his legs 
and have out his talk, as I do.” 

On Friday, April 3, I dined with him in London, in a com- 
pany where were present several eminent men, whom 1 shall 
not name, but distinguish their parts in the conversation by 
different letters. 

F. “ I have been looking at this famous antique marble dog 
of Mr. Jennings, valued at a thousand guineas, said to be 
Alcibiades's dog.” Johnson. His tail then must be docked. 
That was the mark of Alcibiades’s dog.” E. “A thousand 
guineas 1 The representation of no animal whatever is -worth 
so much. At this rate a dead dog would indeed be better than a 
living lion.” Johnson, ‘‘ Sir, it is not the worth of the thing. 
biU of the skill in forming it which is so highly estimated. Every 
thing that enlarges the sphere of human powers, that shows 
man he can do what he thought he could not do, is valuable. 
The first ma.n who balanced a straw upon his nose } Johnson 
who rode upon three horses at a time ; in short, all such men 
deserved the applause of m.ankind, not on account of the use 
of what they did, but^ of the dexterity which they exhibited.” 
Boswell. ‘‘Yet a misapplication of time and assiduity is not 
to be encouraged. Addison, in one of his ‘ Spectators/ com- 
mends the judgement of a King, who as a suitable reward to a 
man that by long perseverance had attained to the art of 
throwing a barley-corn through the eye of a needle, ‘ gave him 
a bushel of barley.” Johnson. “He must have been a King 
of Scotland, where barley is scarce.” F. “One of the most 
remarkable antique figures of an animal is the boar at Flor- 
ence.” Johnson. “The first boar that is well made in 
marble, ^ should be preserved as a wonder. When men arrive 
at a facility of making boars well, then the workmanship is not 
of such value, but they should however be preserved as 
examples, and as a greater security for the restoration of the 
art, should it be lost.” 

^ E, “We hear prodigious complaints at present of emigra- 
tion. I am convinced that emigration makes a country more 
populous.” J. “That sounds very much like a paradox.” E. 
“Exportation of men, like exportation of all other commodities, 
makes more be produced” Johnson. “But there would be 
more people were there not emigration, provided there were 
food for more.” E. “No; leave a few breeders, and yoi/11 
have more people than if there were no emigration.” Johnson. 

“ Nay, Sir, it is plain there will be more people, if there are 
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moie breeders. Thirty cows in good pasture will produce 
more calves than ten cows, provided they have good bulls/' E. 

enough in Ireland.” Johnson, (smiling,) 
u ^ should think from your argument.” Boswell. 

You said, exportation of men, like exportation of other 
commodities, makes more be produced. But a bounty is given 
to encourage the exportation of corn, and no bounty is given 
for the exportation of men ; though, indeed, those who go gain 
oy^ It. R. But the bounty on the exportation of corn is 
paid at home.” E. ** That is the same thing.” Johnson. 

“ No, Sir.” R. A man who stays at, home, gains nothing by 
his neighbour’s emigrating.” Boswell. I can understand 
that emigration may be the cause that more people may be 
produced in a country ; but the country will not therefore be 
the iiiore populous ; for the people issue from it. It can only 
oe said that there is a dox? of people. It is an encouragement 
to have children, to^ know that they can get a living by emigra- 
tion.” R, ‘^Yes, if there were an emigration of children 
under six years of age. But they don’t emigrate till they could 
earn their livelihood in some way at home.” C. It is 
remarkable that the most unhealthy countries, where there are 
the most destructive diseases, such as Egypt and Bengal, are 
the most populous.” Johnson. ‘‘ Countries which are the most 
populous have the most destructive diseases. T/iaii is the true 
state of the proposition.” C. J* Holland is very unhealthy, 
yet it is exceedingly populous.” Johnson. “I know not that 
Holland is unhealthy. But its populousness is owing to an 
influx of people from all other countries. Disease cannot be 
the cause of populousness, for it not only carries oif a great 
proportion of the people ; but those who are left are weakened, 
and unlit for the purposes of increase.” 

R. ®‘ Mr. E., I don’t mean to flatter, but when posterity reads 
one of your speeches in Parliament, it will be difficult to believe 
that you took so much pains, knowing with certainty that it 
could^produce no effect, that not one vote would be gained by 
It.” E. “ Waving your compliment to me, I shall say in 
general, that it is very well worth while for a man to take pains 
to speak xveli in parliament. A man, who has vanity, speaks 
to display his talents ; and if a man speaks well, he gradually 
establishes a certain reputation and consequence in the general 
opinion, xvhich sooner or later will have its political reward. 
Besides, though not one vote is gained, a good speech has its 
effect. Though an act which has been abiy opposed passes - 
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into a law, yet in its progress it is modelled, it is softened in 
sticli a manner, that we see plainly the Minister has been told, 
that the members attached to him are so sensible of its injustice 
or absurdity from what they have heard, that it must be 
altered.” Johnson, “And, Sir, there is a gratification of pride. 
Though we cannot out-vote them we will out-argue . them. 
They shall not do wrong without its being shown both to them- 
selves and to the world.”- E. “The House of Commons is a 
mixed body. (I except the minority, which I hold to be pure, , 
[smiling] but I take the whole House.) , ,. It is a, mass by no 
means pure; but neither is it wholly corrupt, though there is a 
large proportion of corruption in it. There are many members 
who generally go with the Minister,, who will .not go all lengths. 
There are many honest well-meaning country gentlemen who 
are in parliament only to keep up the consequence of their 
families. Upon most of these a good speech will have 
influence.” Johnson. “We are all more or less governed by 
interest But interest will not- make us do every thing. In a 
:, -case which admits of doubt, we try to think on the side whicii 
is for our interest, and generally bring ourselves to act accord- 
ingly. But the subject must admit of diversity of colouring ; it 
must receive a colour on that side. In the House of Commons 
there are members enough who will not vote what is grossly 
unjust or absurd. No, Sir, there must always be right enough, 
or appearance of right, to keep wrong in countenance.’' 
Boswell. “There is surely always a majority in parliament 
who have places, or who want to have them, and w-ho therefore 
will be generally ready to support government without requiring 
any pretext.” E. “True, Sir; that majority will always follow 

* Qm clamor vocal et turba faventzum.^ ’’ 

Boswell. “Well now, let us take the coinmon phrase, Place- 
hunters. I thought they had hunted without regard to any 
thing, just as their huntsman, the Minister, leads, looking only 
to the prey._”i J. “But taking your metaphor, you "know 
that in hunting there are few so desperately keen as to follow 
without reserve. Some do not choose to leap ditches and 
hedges and risk their necks, or gallop over steeps, or even to 
dirty themselves in bogs and mire.” Boswell. “ I am glad 
there are some good, quiet, moderate political hunters.” E. “ I 

Bolinbrofce, Who, however (letestable as a metaphysician, must be allowed to 
writer, thus describes the House of Commons, 
m his Letter to Sir Willianr Wmdham ; — “ You know the nature of that assembW • 

«?STo be'en?™^ed“ game, and by whose halloo they 
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“ England I should have been in 
mexVimonty; 1 have always been in the Minority.” P. “The 
House of Commons resembles a private company. How 
seldomns any man convinced by another’s argument; passion 
and pnde nse against it.” R. ‘‘What would be the con- 
^quence, if a Minister, sure of a majority in the House of 
Commons, should resolve that there should be no sneaking at 
all upon side ? ” E. “He must soon go out. *That has 
oeen tried ; but it was found it would not do.”— 

E. “The Irish language is not primitive; it is Teutoniclr, 
a mixture of the northern tongues ; it has much English iO' it.” " 
lOHNSON. “It may have been radically Teutonick; but 
linglish and High Dutch have no similarity to the eye, though 
radically the same. Once when looking into Low Dutch, I 
found, in a- whole page, only one word similar to English ■ 
siroem, hke stream, and it signified fide.” E. “ I remembet 
having seen a Dutch Sonnet, in which I found this word 
roesnopies. Nobody would at first think that this could be 
En^ish ; but, when we enquire, we find roes, rose, and nome 
knob ; SO we have ^ 

Johnson. I have been reading Thicknesses Travels, which 
1 think are entertaining.^^ Boswell. “What, Sir, a good 
book? ^ Johnson. “Yes, Sir, to read once; I do not say 
you are to make a study of it, and digest it ; and I believe it 
to be a true book in his intention. All travellers generally 
mean to tell truth; though Thicknesse observes, upon Smol- 
lett s account of his alarming a whole town in France firing 
a blunderbuss, and frightening a French nobleman till he 
made him tie on his portmanteau, that he would be loth to say 
Smollett had told two lies in one page ; but he had found the 
only town in France where these things could have happened. 
Travellers must often be mistaken. In everything, except 
where mensuration can be applied, they may honestly differ. 
Ihere has been, of late, a strange turn in travellers to be 
displeased.” „ ■ ' 

E.', “ From the experience " which I have had, — ^and I have 
had a great deal,-— I have learnt to think of mankind,” 
Johnson.,,,, From my experience I have found "them worse in' 
commercial dealings, more disposed to cheat, than I had any 
notion of; but more disposed to do one another good than 
I had conceived.” J. “ Less just and more beneficent.” 
Johnson. “And really it is wonderful, considering how much 
attention is necessary for men to take care of- themselves, and 
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ward off immediate evils which press upon them, it is wonderful 
how much they do for others. As it is said of the greatest 
liar, that he tells more truth than falsehood ; so it may be said 
of the worst man, that he does more good than evil.” Boswell. 
“ Perhaps from experience men may be found happier than we 
suppose.” Johnson. "No, Sir; the more we enquire we 
shall find men the less happy.” P. “As to thinking better 
or worse of mankind from experience, some cunning people 
will not be satisfied unless they have put men to the test, as 
they think. There is a very good story told of Sir Godfrey 
Kneller, in his character of a justice of the peace. A gentle- 
maii brought his servant before him, upon an accusation of 
having stolen some money from him ; but it having come out 
that he had laid it purposely in the servant’s way, in order to 
try his honesty. Sir Godfrey sent the master -to prison.” 1 
Johnson. “ To resist temptation once, is not a sufficient proof 
of honesty. If a servant, indeed, were to resist the continued 
temptation of silver lying in a window, as some people let it 
lye, when he is sure his master does not know how much there 
is of it, he would give a strong proof of honesty. But this is a 
proof to which you have iio right to put a man. You know, 
humanly speaking, there is a certain degree of temptation, 
which will overcome any virtue. Now, in so far as you 
approach temptation to a man, you do him an injury ; and, if 
he is overcome, you share his guilt.” P. “ And, when once 
overcome, it is easier for him to be got the better of again.” 
Boswell. “ Yes, you are his seducer ; you have debauched 
him. I have known a man resolve to put friendship to the 
test, by asking a man to lend him money, merely with that 
view, when he did not want it.” Johnson. “That is very 
wrong, Sir. Your friend may be a narrow man, and yet have 
many good qualities : narrowness may be his only fault. Now 
you are trying his general character as a friend, by one particular 
singly, in which he happens to be defective, when, in truth, his 
character is composed of many particulars.” ’ 

E. “I understand the hogshead of claret, which this society 
was favoured with by our friend the Dean, is nearly out ; I think 
he should be written to, to send another of the same kind. Let 

i Pope thus introduces this Story : 

“ Faith in such case if you should prosecute, 

Sir Godfrey should decide the suit, 

Who sent the thief who stole the cash away. 

And punish’d him that put it in his way.” 

Imitations of Horace, Book IL Epist. ii 
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the request be made with a happy ambiguity of expression, so 
that we may have the chance of his sending // also as a 
present.’ Johnson. “I am willing to offer my services as 
secretary on this occasion.” P. “As many as are for Dr. 
Johnpn being secretary hold up your hands.— Carried 
unanimously. Boswell. “ He will be our Dictator.” John- 
son. “No, the company is to dictate to me. I am only to 
TOitefor wine; and I am quite disinterested, as I* drink none; 
1 shall not be suspected of having forged the application. I 
am no more than humble scride” E. “Then you shall 
^^scribe.” Boswell. “Very well. The first play of words 
_ J' “No, no; the bulls in Ireland.” Johnson. 
Were I your Dictator, you should have no wine. It would 
be my business cavere ne quid detrimenti Respublica caperet. 
and wine is dangerous. Rome was ruined by luxury,” (smilin».) 
E. “ If you allow no wine as Dictator, you shall not have me 
for your master of horse.” 

_ On Saturday, April 4, I drank tea with Johnson at Dr. 

r aylor s, where he had dined. He entertained us with an 
account of a tragedy written by a Dr. Kennedy, (not the Lisbon 
physician.) The catastrophe of it {said he) was, that a King, 
who was jealous of his Queen with his prime-minister, castrated 
himself. 2- This tragedy was actually shewn about in manuscript 
to several people, and, amongst others, to M!r, Fitzherbert, who 
repeated to me two lines of the Prologue : 

* Our hero’s fate we have but gently touch’d ; 

The fair might blame us, if it were less couch’d.’ 

It is hardly to be believed what absurd and indecent images 
men will introduce into their writings, ^without being sensible 
of the absurdity and indecency. I remember Lord Orrery 
told me, that there was a pamphlet written against Sir Robert 
Walpole, the whole of which was an allegory on the phallick 
OBSCENITY. The Duchess of Buckingham asked Lord Orrery 
who this person was ? He answered he did not know. She 
said, she w'ould send to Mr. Pulteney, who, she supposed, could 
inform her. So then, to prevent her from making herself 
ridiculous. Lord Orrery sent her Grace a note, in which he gave 
her to understand what was meant.” 

Of on which Mr. David Hume told Lord 

t °5 *’■“ a tragedy. It is, however, possible, that 

perception of what Dr. Johnson related, and that 
meSL^ talking of the same iudicroos tragical subject that Mr. Hume had 

siyie's ‘“M by Lucian, may be found in 
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He was very silent this evening ; and read in a variety of 
books : suddenly throwing down one, and taking up another. 

He talked of going to Streatham that night. Tavlor. 
“ You’ll be robbed, if you do ; or you must shoot a highwav- 
man. Now I would rather be robbed than do that ; I would 
not shoot a highwayman.” Johnson. “But I would rather 
shoot him in the instant when he is attempting to rob me, 
than afterTOrds swear against him at the Old Bailey, to take 
away his life, after he has robbed me. I am surer I am right 
in the one case, than in the other. I may be mistaken as to 
the man when I swear : I cannot be mistaken, if I shoot him 
in the act. Besides, we feel less reluctance to take away a 
mans life, when we are heated by the injury, than to do it at a 
distance of time by an oath, after we have cooled.” Boswell. 

“ So, Sir, you would rather act from the motive of private passion 
than that of publick advantage.” Johnson. “ Nay, Sir, when 
I shoot the highwayman, I act from both.” Boswell 
« well.— There is no catching him.” Johnson. 

At the same time, one does not know what to sav. For 
perhaps_ one may, a year after, hang himself from uneasiness 
tor having shot a highwayman.' Few minds are fit to be 
trusted with so great a thing.” Boswell. “Then, Sir, you 
would not shoot him?” Johnson. “But I might be vexed 
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On Tuesday, April 7, I brealifasted with him at his house. 
He said, nobody was content.” I mentioned to him a re- 
spectaole person m ^Scotland whom he knew; and I asserted, 

JiAt l really believed he was always content. Johnson. '' No 
bir, heiS Miot content with the present; he- has- always some 
..new scheme, some new plantation, something which is future. 
\ou know he was., not content as a widower; for he married 
agarn. ,,. .Boswell. "But he is not. restless. - Johnson.. '-.-".Sir, 
ne is_ onlj locally .at rest. A chymist is locally at -rest ;. but his 
.mind IS bard at v^ork. , This gentleman has done -with external 
.exertions. It is too. late for him' to engage in distant projects.” 

seems to amuse, himself ■ quite ’’well ; to have 
his at-iention fixed, and his, tranquillity preserved b}?. very small 
matters. ■ I have tried this ; but it would not do with me.” 
Johnson, (laughing,) "No, Sir; it must be born with a man 
to be .contented to take up with little 'things. Women .have 
great advantage that they; may take up with, little things, 
Without- .disgracing themselves : a man. cannot, except ■with 
fiddling. Had I learnt to fiddle, I should have done nothing 
else. Boswell. " Pray, Sir, did you ever play on any musical 
nistrument? Johnson. "No, Sir. I once bought me a 
nagelet ; but I never made out a tune.'” Boswell. "A fiagelet, 
Sir ! so small an instrument ? ^ I should have liked to hear you 
play on the violoncello. That should have been yoiir instrii- 
nient Johnson. " Sir, I might as well have played on the 
violoncello as another ; but I should have done nothing else. 
No, Sir ; a man would never undertake great things, could he 
oe amused with small. I once tried knotting. DempstePs 
aster undertook to teach me ; but I could not learn it.” 
Boswell. ^^ So, Sir ; it will be related in pompous narrative, 
^Once for his amusement he tried knotting; nor did this 
Hercules; ^disdain -the' ■dista.ff.’'” .-.Johnson. " Knitting " o-f 
stockings is a good amusement, ils a freeman of Aberdeen 
i snould oe a knitter of stockings.” He asked me to go dowm 
With him and dine at Mr. Thrale^s at Streatham, to which I 
agreed. I had lent^him " An Account of Scotland, in 1702,” 
written by a man of various enquiry, an English chaplain to 
a regiment stationed there. Johnson. "It is sad stuff, Sir, 
misera,bly written, as books in general then were. There is 
now an elegance of style universally diffused. No man now 

from*^“^ds Seward, she smiled, and repeated, with admirable readiness 

“ Bring me a hundred reeds of ample growth. 

To make a Dice for my CAPACIOUS MOOT! J 
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writes so ill as Martinis Account of the Hebrides is written, 
A man could not write so ill, if he should try. Set a merchant’s 
clerk now to write, and he’ll do better.” 

^ He talked to me with serious concern of a certain female 
friend’s “laxity of narration, and inattention to truth. I am 
as much vexed (said he) at the ease with which she hears it 
mentioned to her, as at the thing itself. I told her, * Madam, 
you are contented to hear every day said to you, what the 
highest of mankind have died for, rather than bear.’— You 
know, Sir, the highest of mankind have died rather than bear 
to be told they had uttered a falsehood. Do talk to her of it : 

. I /am ’weary.” - 

Boswell. “ \Vas not^ Dr. John Campbell a very inaccurate 
man in his narrative, Sir ? He once told me, that he drank 
thirteen bottles of port at a sitting.” ^ Johnson. “ Why, Sir, 

I do not know that Campbell ever lied with pen and ink ; but 
you could not entirely depend on any thing he told you in 
conversation, if there was fact mixed with it. '"However, I loved 
Campbell : he was a solid orthodox man : he had a reverence 
for religion. Though defective in practice, he was religious in 
principle, and he did nothing grossly wrong that I have 
heard.” 2 

I told him, that I had been present the day before, when 
Mrs. Alontague, the literary lady, sat to Miss Reynolds for her 
picture,* and that she said, “she had bound up Mr. Gibbon’s 
History without the last two offensive chapters.; for that she 
thought the book so far good, as it gave, in an elegant manner, 
the substance of the bad writers medii mvt, which the late Lord 
Lyttleton advised her to read.” Johnson. “Sir, she has not 
read them: she shews none of this impetuosity to me* she 
does not know Greek, and, I fancy, knows little Latin. She is 
willing you should think she knows them ; but she doe<=j no+ 
say she does.” Bosavell. “Mr. Harris, wvho Avas preseiiL 
agieed with her.” Johnson. “Harris was laughing at her. Sir 

Maciirtney observes upon this passase, “1 have beard him h--.!} 
wmch, though einbelhshcd by their mode of narrative, had their foundhion nJnrf S 
1 never remember any thing approaching to this Ti” h.- j ’’ 

supposed some wag had pufthe figure of one before the threr"—I -,m’^ ^ ^ 
certain that Dr. Campbell toid and I 

a lover of wme, and therefore curious to hear whatei^-er is remarkable conce^bv^ driSm 
i here can be no doubt that some men can drink, without sXrW anv 
a quantity as to others appears incredible. It is but fa- to -.dri tW ^ r 
m., h, took a to this gt«tt pomlion .■ Lnd I have Sd TTfStt'a 

^ir, if a man drinks \ery slowly, and lets one glass evapoimte before he take*- ak-)‘-bVr’ 

me/uonoda Cdoael 5 MilStho 

lo' W6.-MJ died about two yoars before this conversation took place ; Dec. 


A.D. 1778 ^tat 69 177 

Harris is a sound sullen scholar; he does not like interlopers, 
Harris, ho'wever, is a prig, and a bad prig.^ I looked into his 
book, and thought he did not understand his own system.’' 
Boswell, He says plain things in a formal and abstract way^ 
i to be sure ; but his method is good : for to have clear notions 
upon any subject, we must have recourse to analytick arrange™ 
rr'.ent.”^ Johnson. ‘‘Sir, it^ is what everybody does, w^hether 
they will or no. But sometimes things may be made darker by 
definition, I see a cow, I define her, Ammal ^uadncjies 
nimimns cornuttim. But a goat ruminates, .and a cow may 
have no horns. Cow is plainer^ ^ Boswell. “ I think Dr. 
Franklin's dehnition of Man a good one — ‘A tool-making 
animal.'" Johnson. "‘But many a man never made a tool: 
and suppose a man without arms, he could not make a tool." 

Talking of drinking wine, he said, “ I did not leave off wine^, 
because I could not bear it; I have drunk three bottles of port 
without being the worse for it. University College has witnessed 
this,” Bos\vell, “Why then, Sir, did you leave it off?"' 
Johnson. “Why, Sir, because it is so much better for a man 
to be sure that he is never to be intoxicated, never to lose the 
power over himself, I shall not begin to drink wine again till 
I grow old, and want it." Boswell. “ I think, Sir, you once 
said to me, that not to drink wnne was a great deduction from 
life." Johnson. “It is a diminution of pleasure, to be sure; 
but I do not say a diminution of happiness. There is more 
happiness in being rational" Boswell. “ But if we could 
have pleasure always, should not we be happy? The greatest 
part of men would compound for pleasure." Johnson. “Sup- 
posing we could have pleasure always, an intellectual man 
would not compound for it. The greatest part of men would 
compound, because the greatest part of men are gross." Bos- 
well. “ I allow there may be greater pleasure than from wine. 

I have had more pleasure from your conversation. I have 
indeed; I assure you I have." Johnson. “When we talk 0/ 
pleasure, we mean sensual pleasure. When a man says, he 
had pleasure with a woman, he does not mean conversation, 
but something of a very different nature. Philosophers tell 

^ iay friend meant by these words concerning the amiable philosopher of 

fe.ihsbnry, I am at a loss to understand. A friend suggests, that Johnson thought his 
manner a writer arTected, while at the same time the matier^iA not compensate for 
tnat fault. In short, that he meant to make a remark quite different from that which 
a celebrated genile^nan made on a very eminent physician : “ He is a coxcomb, but 
a scLtisfact4>ry coxco7nb." 

[The celebrated gentleman here alluded to, was the late Right Honourable W^illiam 
• Gerard Hamilton.— M.j * . ■ ® 
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you, that pleasure is contrary to happiness. Gross men prefer 
animal pleasure. So there are men who have preferred livins 
among savages. Now what a wretch must he be, who is 
content with such conversation as can be had among savages 1 
. You.^^ay remember, an. officer at. Fort .Augustus, who had 
. . served, iii' America, told us of a woman whom they .were oblip^ed 

back from savage life.” Bosweix. 
She . .must , have been an ■animal, a beast” Johnson. *‘^Sir 
she was a speaking cat.” ' 

I mentioned, to- him that I had become very weary in a 
.company : where I .heard -not a single intellectual sentence' 
„ except that man who had been settled ten years'^ in Minorca 
.w-as-becom.e a much inferiour man to what he was^^ m London 
because a man’s mind ^ growls narrov/ in a narrow place. 
Johnson. *‘A man’s mind growls narrow in a narrow place 
whose mmd is enlarged only because he has lived in a lar^ 
place: but what is got by books and thinkino- is preserved in 
narrow place as well as jn a^large place. A man cannot 
,. *vnow modes of life as well in Minorca as in London : but he 
may study mathernatics as well in Minorca.” Boswell. I 
don’t know, Sir : if you had remained ten years in the Isle of 
Col, you wmuld not have been the man that you now^ are.” 

, Johnson. “ Yes, Sir, if I had been, there from fifteen ' to ■ 
twenty-hve; but not if from tw’^enty-five to thirty-five.” Bos- 
well. “ I own,^ Sir, the spirits which I have in London make 
iiie do every thing with more readiness and vigour. I can talk 
twice as much in London as any where else.” 

Of Goldsmith, he said, “ He was not an agreeable companion 
for he talked always for fame. A man who does so, never can 
be pleasing rhe man who talks to unburthen his mind, is 
the man to delight you. An eminent friend of ours is not so 
agreeable as the variety of his knowledge would otherwise make 
nim, because he talks partly from ostentation,” 

Soon after our arrival at Thrale’s, I heard one of the maids 
calling eagerly on another, to go to Dr. Johnson. I wondered 
what this could mean. I afterwards learnt, that it was to give 

to hL^'^ London as a present 

He was for a considerable time occupied in reading “Memmres 

LTJ 5““ »>» *= 

“Sketches of the History of 
Man, and mentioned to Dr. Johnson his censure of Chlrles 
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the Fifthj for celebrating his funeral obsequies in his life-time^ 
which, I told him, -I' had been used to' think a solemn and 
affecting act Johnson. “Why, Sir, a man may dispose his 
■ mind to think so of that act of Charles ; but ' it. is so liable to 
lidicule, that if one man out of ten thousand laughs at it, hell 
maLc the other nine thousand nine hundred and niiiety-ninc" 
laugh too.’^ 'I could not agree' with him in this. 

. Sir John. Pringle had expressed , a wish- that I would ask Dr. 
Johnson^s opimon what were the' best English sermons for 
style, . ' i took an opportunity to-day of mentioning several to 
him. : AiferMry?' Johnson. “Yes, Sir, . one of the best/" 
Boswell. ■ “ Tillotson ? Johnson. “ Why, not now. I should 
not "-advise a preacher at this day to imitate Tillotsoffs style; 
though I dofft know ; I should be cautious of objecting to 
what has been applauded by so many suffrages.— is one 
of the best, if you except his peculiarities, and his violence, 
and sometimes coarseness of language . — -Seed has a very fine 
style ; but he is not very theological— sermons are 
very elegant.— style too is very elegant, though he 
has not made it his principal study. — And you may add Small- 
ridge. All the latter preachers have a good style. Indeed^ 
nobody now talks much of style : every body composes pretty 
well There are no such inharmonious periods as there were 
a hundred years ago. I should recommend Dr. Clarkds 
sermons, were he orthodox. However, it is very well knowm 
where he is not orthodox, which was upon the doctrine of the 
Trinity, as to which he is a condemned heretick ; so one is 
aware of it'" Boswell. “ I like Ogden’s Sermons on Prayer 
very much, both for neatness of style and subtilty of reasoning/' 
Johnson. “ I should like to read all that Ogden has written." 
Boswell. “ What I wish to know is, what sermons afford the 
best specimens of English pulpit eloquence." Johnson. “ We 
have no sermons addressed to the passions, that are good for 
anything; if you mean that kind of eloquence/" A Clergyman : 
(whose name I do not recollect) “ Were not Dodd's sermons 
addressed: to the passions?" Johnson. “They were nothing, 
Sir, be they -addressed to what they may.” ■ . 

At dinner, Mrs. Thrale expressed a wish to go and see 
Scotland. Johnson. “Seeing Scotland, Madam, is only seeing 
a worse England. It is seeing the flower gradually fade away 
to the naked stalk, beeing the Hebrides, indeed, is seeing 
quite a different scene.” 

Our poor friend, Mr. Thomas Davies, was soon to have » 
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benefit at Drury-lane theatre, as some relief to his unfortunate 

circumstances. ^ We were ail warmly interested for his successj 
and had contributed to it. However, we thought there was 
no harm in having our joke, when he could not be hurt by it. 
I proposed that he should be brought on to speak a Prologue 
upon the occasion ; and I began to mutter fragments of what 
it might be : as, that when now grown old^ he was obliged to 
ory,'-.- Poor,. Tom's a-coldf — that he owned he had been driven 
from the stage by a Churchill, but that this was no disgrace, 
for a Churchill had beat the French -that he had been 
satyrised as “ mouthing a sentence as curs mouth a bone/' but 
he was now glad of a bone to pick.— “Nay, (said Johnson,) 1 
would have him to say, 

* Mad Tom is come to see the world again.” ”” 

He and I returned to town in the evening. Upon the road, 
I endeavoured to maintain, in argument, that a landed gentle- 
man is not under any obligation to reside upon his estate ; and 
ihat by living in London he does no injury to his coiintr)^ 
Johnson. “Why, Sir, he does no injury to his country in 
general, because the money which he draws from it gets back 
again in circulatiori j^but to his particular district, his particular 
parish, he does an injury. Ail that he has to give away is not 
given to those who have the first claim to it. And though I 
have said that the money circulates back, it is a long time 
before that happens. Then, Sir, a man of family and estate 
ought to consider himself as having the charge of a district, 
over which he is to diffuse civility and happiness."^ 

Next day I found him at home in the morning. He praised 
Deiany's “Observations on Swift;" said that his book and 
Lord Orrery’s might both be true, though one viewed Swift 
more,^ and the other less, favourably ; and" that, between both 
we might have a complete notion of Swift. 

Talking of a man’s resolving to deny himself the use of wane, 
from moral and religious considerations, he said, “ He must 
not doubt about it. When one doubts as to pleasure, we know 
what will be the conclusion. I now no more think of drinkincr 
wme, than a horse does. The wine upon the table is no more 
for me, than for the dog that is under the table." 

On Thursday, April 9, I dined with him at Sir Joshua Rey- 
nolds's, with the Bishop of St. Asaph, (Dr. Shipley,) Mr. Allan 
Ramsay, Mr. Gibbon, Mr. Cambridge, and Mr. Langton. Mr. 

is more favourable to the 
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Ramsay had lately returned from Italy, and entertained us with 

Ills observations iipon Horace* s villa, which he had examined 
with, great care.: I xelished this much, as it .brought fresh into 
my mind; what I had viewed with great pleasure, thirteen years' 
Johnson, and Mr. Cambridge, joined 
with^ Mr.: 'Kamsay, m recollecting the various lines in Horace 
relating, .'to''the subject. 

, Horace s journey to Brandusium being . mentioned, Johnson" 
observed, that the 'brook which he describes is to be seen now, 
exac Jy as at that time ; and that he had often wondered how 
it happened, that small brooks, such as this, kept the same 
Situation for ages, notwithstanding earthquakes, by which even 
mountains have been changed, and agriculture, which produces 
such a variation upon the surface of the earth. Cambridge. 

A Spanish writer has this thought in a poetical conceit. 
After observing that most of the solid structures of Rome are 
totally perished, while the Tiber remains the same, he adds, 


* Lo qui era Firme hui6 solmnente, 
Lo Fugitive permanece y dura, ’ 


Johnson. "Sir, that is taken from Janus Vitalis : 


* inimota labescunt ; 

Et qu(B perpettd sunt agitata manent. **^ 


The Bishop said, it appeared from Horace’s writings that 
he was a cheerful contented man. Johnson. “We have no 
reason to believe that, my lord. Are we to think Pope was 
happy, because he says so in his writings ? We see in his 
writings what he wished the state of his mind to appear. Dr. 
Young, who pined for preferment, talks with contempt of it in 
his writings, and affects to despise every thing that he did not 
despise." Bishop of St. Asaph. “ He was like other chaplains, 
looking for vacancies : but that is not peculiar to the clergy. I 
remember when I was with the army, after the battle of Lafeldt, 
the officers seriously grumbled that no general w'as killed.’ 
Cambridge. “We may believe Horace more, when he says, ' 

^ RofucB Tibur amem, ve^itosus Tibure Romam F 
than when he boasts of his consistency : 

* Me constare niihi scis^ et decedere tristem^ 

Quandocunque trahunt tnvisa negoiia Romamd 

Boswell. “How hard is it that man can never be at rest/' 
Ramsay. “ It is not in his nature to be at rest. When he is 
at rest, he is in the worst state that he can be in ; for he has 
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nothing to agitate him. He is then like the man in the Irish 
song, 

* There liv'd a young man in Ballinacrazy, 

Who wanted a wife for to make him unafsy. ' ” 

Goldsmith' being mentioned, Johnson observed, that it was 
long before his merit came to be acknowledged : that he once 
complained to him, in ludicrous terms of distress, Whenever I 
write any thing, the Dubiick a iioint tn k now rsotKiTucr aKrunii' 


any thing, the pubiick a ^omtto know nothing about 
but that his “ Traveller ” ^ brought him into high reputa- 
Langton... ** There is not one bad line in that poem': 


- mere is not one Dad line m 'tiiat poem ^ 
not one of Dryden's careless verses.” Sir Joshua, ''I w^as 
glad to hear Charles Fox say, it v/as one of the finest poems 
■mthe EnglishJanguage.” Langton. ‘^Why were. you glad? 
You sorely had no doubt of this before.” Johnson ®^No' 
merit of 'The Traveller' is so well established, that Mn 
Fox s praise cannot augment it, nor his censure diminish it.” 
Sir Joshua. But his friends may susoect they had too ^re'^t 
a partiality for him.” Johnson. “Nay, Sir, the partiality of 
his friends was always against him. It was with difficulty we 
could give him a hearing. Goldsmith had no settled notions 
upon any subject ; so he talked always at random. It seemed 
to be his intention to blurt out whatever was in his mind, and 
see what would become of it. He was angry too, when catched 
in an absurdity ; but it did not prevent him from falling into 
another the next minute. I remember Chamier,^ after talkino- 
with him some time, said, ‘Well, I do believe he wrote this 
poem himself : and, let me tell you, that is believing a great 
deal.’ Chamier once asked him, what he meant by siou), the 
last word m the first line of ‘ The Traveller,’ 

* Remote, unfriended, melancholy, slow/ 

Hid Uc mean tardiness of locomotion ? Goldsmith, who would 
say something without consideration, answered, 'Yes.' I was 
sitting by, and said, ' No, Sir, you do not mean tardiness of 
locomoaon ; you mean, that sluggishness of mind which comes 
upon a man m solitude/ Chamier believed then that I had 
written the line, as much as if he had seen me write it. Gold- 
smith, however, was a man, who, whatever he %Yrote, did it 
better than any other man could do. He deserved a place in 

VVestmmster-Abbey ; and every year he lived, would have 

deserved it better. He had, indeed, been at no pains to fill 
I [First published in 17%—M.} 

L-teraet Ci.«b. and Under-Secr.ury o.- 
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his mmd with knowledge. He transplanted it from one place 
o another j and it did not settle in his mind ; so he could not 

teli what was in iiis own books/ 

talked of living in the country. Johnson. '*No wise 
man wi go to live in the country,' unless he has something to 
do wmch can be better done in the country. For instance ; if 
ne IS to shut himself up for a year to study a science, it is better 
to look out to the fields, than to an opposite wall Then, if a 
man wa ks out un the country, • there is nobody to keep him 
■a*omwvaiking in again ; but if a.man walks out- in London, he 
,is not^sure when he shail walk in again. A great city is, to be 
.sure, the, school for studying life; and ‘The proper study of 
■mankind IS man, as Pope observes.” Boswell. “I fancy 
London is the best place for society ; though I have heard that 
the very fim society of Paris is still beyond any thing that we 
have here.. Johnson. “Sir, I question if in -.Paris,, such a 
company as is sitting round this table could be got together in 
less than half a year. They talk in France of the felicity of 
men and women living together: the truth is, that there the 
men are not higher than the women, they know no more than 
the women do, and they are not held down in their conversation 
by the presence of women.^’ Ramsay. “ Literature is upon 
the growth, it is 111 its spring in France : here it is rather passS€:^ 
Johnson. “Literature was in France long before we had it 
Pans was the second city for the revival of letters : Italy had it 
first, to be sure. What have we done for literature, equal to 
what was done by the Stephani and others in France? Our 
literature ca.me to us through France. Caxton printed only 
two books, Chaucer, and Gower, that were not translations 
fiom the French; and Chaucer, we know, took much from the 
Italians. No, Sit, if literature be in its spring in France it is a 
second spring it is after a winter. We^ are now before the 
FTencrm in literature ; but we had it long after them. In 
Lngland, any man wdio wears a sword and a powdered wig, is 
asliarned to be illiterate. I believe it is not so in France. 
\et there^ is, probably, a great deal of learning in France, 
oecaiise they have such a number of religious establish- 
ments; so many men who have nothing else to do but 
study. I do not know this; but I take it upon the com- 
mon principles of chance. Where there are many shooters 
some will hit.” , / 

We talked of old age. Johnson (now in his seventieth year) 
said, “ It IS a man’s own fault, it is from want of use, if his 
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mind grows torpid in old age.« 1 The Bishop asked, if an old 
man does not lose faster than he gets. Johnson. “I think 
not, my Lord if he exerts himself.” One of the company 
rashly observe^ that he thought it was happy for an old man 
that insensibility comes upon him. Johnson : (with a noble 
elevation and disdain,) »No. Sir, I should never be happy bv 
bang less rational.” Bishop of St. Asaph. “Your wish then, 
^r, IS, yppa<rK€Lv SiSao-Ko/ievos.” JoHNSON. “Yes, my Lord.” 
tlis Lordship mentioned a charitable establishment in Wale^' 

M here people were maintained, and supplied with everythin'^’ 
upon tlie condition of their contributing the weekly produce of 
their labourj and he said, they grew quite torpid for want of 
proper .y. Johnson. “They have no object for hope. Their 
condition ^nnot be better. It is rowing without a port.” 

_ One of the company asked him the meaning of the expre.s- 
sion in Juvenal, umus lacerta. Johnson. “I think it d-i* 

l35pon.””“''^ ^ 

Commentators have differed as to the exact meaning of the 
e-xprepion by which the poet intended to enforce the sentiment 
contained in the passage where these words occur. It i« 
enough that they mean to denote even a very small possession 
provided it be a man’s own : -^ai>ion, 

Est aliquid, quocunque loco quocunque reces.su, 
unius se.se dominum fecisse iacertas.” 

This season, there was a whimsical fashion in the news-papers 

the mmd in old np in subject to a necessar? and irresistibfe dtuHty' “P'-two. :ha; 

And now wm.e I think on t, (says the philosopher,) dve rne 'v'th a -b j* 
to sweeten the harmony of the approaching close ^ I iviw /‘•'a-ve, ,v*uj a short discord, 

but dissent only from something m your p^efa^e soundb/?o £0 your poem, 

commonly said, that old age is a rLurn to childhood 14 prej udice of age. .It i.s 
long as If you de.sired k should be believed. That's ^thc note f nilrf 
That saying, meant only of the weakness of body, was wrested to th/ r 

iLoSf of their Uc?tn'Urers':“r/“hi 

soctctime’s of the efceSes ofyou*"'Sd*'iSt^itSS^nfnt^.o 
childhood. For they that want the cnrionlty of >:tar with 

of nature in their yoith, and pass their time b mak W f 

semp! de ight.are children still, at what yerSs soev« ' 

gopubns mty. never going out of their inn, arl strangers Vtiu! h?w^onl? soev'^leiTav2 

wberl“ 

. ‘IFonrthly, yon will be forced to Anige yrr Lbron W^ 

m tile mean time you discredit all I have said before in voS- rr^rS oid ; and 

old already.—But no more of this.” ^ commendation, because I am 

and D’Avenant*forl5M5ve!-^M!] sensible remarks, was sixty-two years old, 
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of applying Shakspeare’s words to describe living persons well 
known in the world; which was done under the title of 
‘‘ Modem Characters from Shakspeare many of which were 
admirably adapted. The fancy took so much, that they were 
afterwards: : collected into a pamphlet. Somebody said to 
Johnson, across the , table, that, he had not been' in those 
characters. “ Yes (said he) I have. I should have been sorry 
to be left outd' He then repeated what had been applied to 
him, 

You must borrow me Gargantua's mouth." 

I^Iiss Reynolds not perceiving at once the meaning of this, 
he was obliged to explain it to her, which had something of 
an aukward and ludicrous effect. “Why, Madam, it has a 
reference to me, as using big words, which require the mouth 
of a gaint to pronounce them. Gargantua is the name of a 
giant in Rabelais.*' Boswell. “But, Sir, there is another 
amongst them for you : 

‘ He would not flatter Neptune for his trident, 

Or Jove for his power to thunder.* " 

Johnson. “There is nothing marked in that. No, Sir, 
Gargantua is the best." Notwithstanding this ease and good 
humour, when I, a little while afterwards, repeated his sarcasm 
on Kenrick,^ which was received with applause, he asked, 
“ TV/m said that?" and on my suddenly answering, — Gar- 
gantua, he looked serious, which was a sufficient indication that 
he did not wish it to be kept up. 

When we went to the drawing-room, there w^'as a rich 
assemblage. Besides the company who had been at dinner, 
there were Mr. Garrick, Mr. Harris of Salisbury, Dr. Percy, Dr. 
Burney, the Honourable Mrs. Cholmondeley, Miss Hannah 
More, Sic, Sic. 

After wandering about in a kind of pleasing distraction for 
some time, I got into a corner, with Johnson, Garrick, and 
Harris. Garrick: (to Harris.) “Pray, Sir, have you read 
Pottefs ^schylus ?" Harris. “ Yes ; and think it pretty." 
Garrick, (to Johnson.) “And what think you, Sir, of it?" 
Johnson. “ I thought what I read of it verbiage : but upon Mr. 
Harris's recommendation, I will read a play. (To Mr. Harris.) 
Don*t prescribe two." Mr. Harris suggested one, I do not 
remember which. Johnson. “We must try its effect as an 
English poem ; that is the way to judge of the merit of a trans- 
^ Se« vol. i. p, 3og(. 



analyse argument, we 
Of all the translations 


must speak of it logically.” Garrick. 


i86 The Life of Dr. Johnson 

lation. _ Tr^slations are, in general, for people who cannot read 
the ongmal. I mentioned the vulgar saying, that Pope’s Homer 
was not a good representation of the original. JohnsoiM. “Sir 
It IS the greatest work of the kind that has ever been produced ’’’ 

^ r impossible perfectly to translate 
poetry. In a different language it may be the same tune, but 

nn n plays it on a bassoon ; Pope 

onaflagelet. Harris. ‘I think, heroick poetry is best in 
blank verse; yet it appears that rhyme is essential to English 
poetry, from our deficiency in metrical quantities. In mv 

°^om language is numerous prose.” 
JOHNSOM Sir William Temple was the first writer who gave 
cadence to English prose.^ Before this time they were careless 
o arrangement, and did not mind whether a sentence ended 
with an importpt word or an insignificant word, or with what 
part of speech it was concluded.” Mr. Langton, who now had 
joined us, commended Clarendon. Johnson. “He is objected 
mnn i’’® mvolved clauses, and his want of har- 

mony. But he is supported by his matter. It is, indeed 
owing to a plethory of matter that his style is so faulty : S 

(smiling to Mr. Hams,) has so many accidents To 

oe distinct, we must talk analytically. If we analyse language 
we must sneak of it (rramm!.t,V,n„ . ,v I iaufauage, 


-.w. i minK j&iphinstone’s Martial the 

most extraordinary. He consulted me upon it, who am a little 

of an epigrammatist myself, you know. I told him freely, ‘ You 

^ 5 I asked him if he was sWious • 

Md finding he was, I advised him against publishing. Why’ 
more difficult to understand than the orimna^’ 

Us style npon’that Srsfr'wiSi^l’TeSe'and uooifch^ told him, “ that he had formed 
He certainly was mistaken ; o^if SlriSed L fiS Dictionary. 

\vas very unsuccessful, for imitating Temple, he 

the richness of Johnson." ^ simplicity of Temple and 

examinado?7u^wni^^I^Snk,^^a^eS^t? hS? ® 

Boswell understood Johnson SflfteraHv He ^ misapprehension. Mr. 

deavoured to imitate Tem^e’sstykS Si it^Lr s - ht’r 

and Chambers, (perhaps the paoer mihlfcfna/i ; ^ ’ but tha«. he termed his style on him 

CoNsrPERATioNS, &c.) taking relative to his second edition, entitled 

before us, I think, shows, tha? he learnpd^r^™ rp ^ w^orthy of imitation. The passai^e 
risked aniy, made him his pattern. In periods, and, in 

He might learn from Chamber, compSttneS stren^ InSV^^^'®'^^ diiBculty. 

iaxity of style which had long prevaffif|om (m opposition to the 

one of his archetypes, Browne, (who was certainly 
monious arrangement, the due collection Temple, har- 

composition here enumerated : and yet after all graces of 

.mbkurce to that ofaay of thc« writ^Nhtlh U'w p^r?&cdT^^ 
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this. Johnson. Sir, 3^011 have done what I had not courage 
to do. ^ But he did not ask my advice, and I did not force it 
upon him, to make him angry with me.” Garrick. But as 
a friend,: Sir—” Johnson. “Why, such a friend as/I am with 
him— no. Garrick. “ But if you see a friend going to tumble 
oyer a precipice?”' ■ Johnson., “That is an extravagant' case, 
bir. You are sure a friend will thank you for hindering him 
from tumblmg over a precipice .; but, in the other case, I should 
, hurt his vanity, and do him no good. ' He would not take my 
.advice. His brother-in-law, Strahan, sent him a subscription of 
itty pounds, and said he would send him fifty more, if he would 
not publish.” Garrick. “ What 1 eh 1 is Strahan a good judge 
of an Epigram ? Is not he rather an obtuse man, eh ? ” Johnson. 

^ Why, Sir, he may not be a Judge of an Epigram : but you see 
£ie IS a judge of what is not an Epigram.” Boswell. “ It is 
easy for you, Mr. Garrick, to talk to an authour as you talked 
6.0 Elphinstone i you, who have been so long the manager of a 
theatre, rejecting the plays of poor authours. You are an old 
Judge, who have often pronounced sentence of death. You are 
a practised surgeon, who have often amputated limbs ; and 
though this may have been for the good of your patients, they 



I know enough of that. There was a reverend gentleman, (Mr. 
Hawkins,) who wrote a tragedy, the siege of something,^ which I 
refused.” Harris. “ So, the siege was raised.” Johnson. “ Ay, 
he came to me and complained ; and told me, that Garrick said 
his play was wrong in the concoction. Now, what is the concoc- 
tion of a play?” (Here Garrick started, and twisted himself, 
and seemed sorely vexed ; for Johnson told me, he believed the 
story was true.) Garrick. “ I_I— i— said, concoction.” 
Johnson, (smiling.) “ Well, he left out first And Rich, he 
said, refused him in false M, 7 iglish \ he could show it under his 
hand.” Garrick. He wrote to me in violent wrath, for having 
refused his play : ‘ Sir, this is growing a very serious and terrible 
affair. I am resolved to publish my play. I will appeal to the 
world; and how will your judgement appear ! ” I ans-wered, 
‘ Sir, notwithstanding all the seriousness, and all the terrours, I 
have no objection to your publishing your play ; and as you 
live at a great distance, (Devonshire, I believe,) if you will send it 


Professor of Poetry at Oxford. It is printed m his “ Miscellanies," 3 vols. 8vo ^ 

d high authority for this expression. Dryden uses it in his preface to 


’ tGarrick had 


■ It was esdled Ihe Siege of Aleppo." Mr. Hawkins, the authour of it, was formerly H 

ofessor of Poetry at Oxford. It is printed m his “ Miscenftn5i.<! *• c ^ '■ li 
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to me, I will convey it to the press.' I never heard more of it. 


to me, I will convey it to the press.' 
halhalha!" 

On Friday, April lo, I found Johnson at home in the morn- 
ing. ^ We resumed' the conversation of ' yesterday; 
in of some of it which had escaped my mem 
enabled me to record it more perfectly than I otherwise could 
have done. He was much pleased with my paying so great 
attention to his recommendation in 1763, the period when our 
acquaintance began, that I should keep a journal ; and I could 
perceive he was secretly pleased to find so much of the fruit of 
his mind preserved ; and as he had been used to imagine and 
say that he always laboured when he said a good thing, —it 
delighted him, on a review, to find that his conversation teemed 
with point and imagery. 

I said to him, “ You were yesterday, Sir, in remarkably good 
humour; but there was nothing to oifend you, nothing to 
produce irritation or violence. There was no bold offender. 
Ihere was not one capital conviction. It was a maiden 
You had on your white gloves." . 

^ He found fault with our friend Langton for having been 

silent. “Sir, (said I,) you will recollect that he very properly 
took up Sir J^hua for being glad that Charles Fox had praised 
Coldsmiths Traveller,’ and you joined him.” Johnson. “ Yes 
Sir, I knocked Fox on the head, without ceremony. Reynolds 
IS too much under Fox and Burke at present. He is under the 
Fox star, and the Irish constellation. He is always under some 
planet” Boswell. “ There is no Fox star.” Johnson. “But 
there is a dog star.” Boswell. “ They say, indeed, a fox and 
a dog are the same animal.” 

I reminded him oi a gentleman, who, Mrs. Cholmondelev 
aid, was first talkative from alfectation, and then silent froin 
the same cause j that he first thought, “I shall be celebrated 
f® “an m every company-” and then, all at once, 

ntuch more respectable to be grave and look wise ” 
He has reversed the Pythagorean discipline, by beine first 
talkative, and then silent He reverses the course of Nature 
too ; he was first the gay butterfly, and then the creeping worm.” 
Johnson laughed loud and long at this expansion and iilustr; 
tion of what he himself had told me. 

We dined together with Mr. Scott (now Sir William Scott 
his Majesty s Advocate General,) i at his chambers in t£ 
Ternple. nobody else there. The company being small, 

> [No'»(iSo4,)Jadgeof the Court of Admiralty, and Master of the Faculties. -M.] ' 
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Johnson was not in such spirits as he had been the preceding 

ciayv and for a considerable time little was said. At last 
he burst forth : '^Siibordination is sadly broken down in this 
age. IN o man, now, has the same authority which his father 
naa,-~-except a, gaoler. No master has it over his servants : it 
^ aimimshed in our colleges; nay, in our grammar-schools/"' 
hoswELL, V What IS the cause of this, Sir ? ” Johnson. Why 
Scotch,^' (laughing sarcasticaliy.) Boswell! 

ihat IS to say, things have been turned topsy-turvy. — But 
your serious cause.” Johnson. “Why, Sir, there are many 
causes, the chief of which is, I think, the great increase of 
money. No man now depends upon the Lord of the Manour, 
when he can send to another country, and fetch provisions, 
l iie Shoe-black at the entry of my court does not depend on 
me. can deprive him but of a penny a day, which he hopes 
somebody else will bring him ; and that penny I must carry to 
another shoe-black, so the trade suffers nothing. I have 
explained, in my ‘Journey to the Hebrides/ how gold and 
Sliver destroy feudal subordination. But, besides, there is a 
general relaxation of reverence. No son now depends upon 
his father, as in former times. Paternity used to be considered 
^^of Itself a great thing, which had a right to many claims. 

1 hat IS, m general, reduced to very small* bounds. My hope 
IS, that as anarchy produces tyranny, this extreme relaxation 
will ’pxooMCQfreni stridtoJ^ 

Talking of fame, for which there is so great a desire, I 
observed, how little there is of it in reality, compared with the 
otner objects of human attention. “ Let every man recollect, 
and he will be sensible how small a part of his time is employed 
m talking or thinking of Shakspeare, Voltaire, or any of the 
most celebiated men that have ever lived, or are now supposed 
to occupy the attention and admiration of the world. Let this 
be extracted and compressed; into what a naiTOw space will 
It go ! I ^then^ slily introduced Mr. Garrick's fame, and his 
assuming the airs of a great man. Johnson. “Sir, it is 
wonderful how Muie Garrick assumes. No, Sir, Garrick 
iortunam reverenter habet Consider, Sir ; celebrated men, 
such as you have mentioned, have had their applause at a 
distance ; but Garrick had it dashed in his face, sounded in his 
ears, and went home every night with the plaudits of a thousand 
m his cranium. Then, Sir, Garrick did not find, but made his 
way to the tables, the levees, and almost the bed-chambers of 
the great. Then, Sir, Garrick had under him a numerous body 
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of people ; who, from fear of his power, and hopes of his favour, 
and admiiation of his talents, were constantly submissive to 

im. And here is a man who has advanced the dignity of his 

^ ^ higher character.” 

“ yJs Sir Johnson. 

ves,_bir, and all thp supported by great wealth of his own 

°"f f n happened to me, I should have had 

a couple of fellows with long poles walking before me. to knock 
down every body that stood in the way. ^ Consider, if all tht 

• 1 ^ ®P®^® (smiling.) Boswell. 

“ 4r ^ very good man, a charitable man.” Johnson. 

man’in FmSnH money than any 

man in England. There may be a little vanity mixed : but he 

has shewn, that money is not his first object.” Boswell 
let Foote used to say of him, that he walked out with an 
intention to do a pnerous action ; but turning the corner of a 

him®” \®oh2o'"n halfpenny, which frightened 

him. Johnson. Why, Sir, that is very true, too ; for I never 
knew a man of whom it could be said with less certainty to^da? 
what he will do to-morrow, than Garrick ; it depends Jo much 

s iiteS" H? hi”h'’ “ O'" °f 

ms liberality He has been represented as very savinp- ” 

Johnson “With his domestick saving we have notWng to do 
I remember drinking tea with him long ago. when £ 

making it too 

strong. He had then begun to feel money in his purse and 
did not know when he should have enough of it.” ^ ’ 

On the subjpt of wealth, the proper use of it, and the effects 
that art which is called economy, he observed “It ’’s 
wonderful to think how men of very large estates not only spew'd 
their yearly incomes, but are often actually in want of monev 
I IS clear they have not value for what thev spend Lord 
Spiburne told me, that a man of high rank "wh^^Jnkc inr 
ms own affairs, may have all that he ought to have, a Hhat ca® 

75 "-Sf ">■ ■'■'■‘“W, to (i,= ZLnd 

in/Jr.', ■ a great proportion must go in waste • 

IS it? What is waste?” Tohnson c’ ?'• 

and a thousand other things. Waste cannot be a'cSSfetyS,’ 
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though we are sensible how destructive it is. Economy on the 
one hand by which a certain income is made to maintain a 
naan genteely, and waste on the other, by which, on the same 
income, another man lives shabbily, cannot be defined. It is 

much sooner 

than; another,: we cannot tell how/' 

of “Everyman thinks meanly 

tiavmg;been a soldier, or not having been 
“ <5ir df T Mansfield does not.” Johnson, 

.//’ah • T ,^ere m a company of General Officers 

and Admirals who have been in service, he would shrink • he’d 
wish to creep under the table.” Boswell. “No; he’d 'think 
he could ir^ them all.” Johnson. “Yes, if he could catch 
mem : but they d^try him much sooner. No, Sir : were Socrates 
and Charles the Twelfth of Sweden both present in any com- 
pany, and Socrates to say, ‘ Follow me, and hear a lecture in 
philosophy ; and Charles, laying his hand on his sword, to say, 
Fol ow me, and dethrone the Czar;’ a man would be ashamed 
to tollow Socrates. Sir, the impression is universal : yet it is 
strange. As to the sailor, when you look down from the 
quarter-deck to the space below, you see the utmost extremity 
of human misery : such crowding, such filth, such stench ! ” 
Boswell ‘let sailors are happy.” Johnson. “They are 
t^ppy as brutes are happy, with a piece of fresh meat, --with 
the grossest sensuality. But, Sir, the profession of soldiers and 
sailors has the dignity of danger. Mankind reverence those 
who have got over fear, which is so general a weakness.” Scott 

But IS not courage mechanical, and to be acquired?” 

Johnson. Why yes, Sir, m a collective sense. Soldiers con- 
''f part of a great machine.” Scott. 

We find people lond of being sailors.” . Johnson. “I cannot 

account for that, any more than I can account for other strange 
perversions of imagination." ' ^ 

^ His abhorrence of the profession of a sailor was uniformly 
violent ; but in conversation he always exalted the profession 
0 a soldier, ilnd yet I have, in my large and various collection 
of his writmgs, a letter to an eminent friend, in which he 
expresses himself thus : “ My god-son called on me lately He 
IS weary, and rationally weary of a military life. If you can 
place him in some other state, I think you may increase his 
happiness, and secure his virtue. A soldier's time is passed in 
dptress and danger, or in idleness and corruption." Such was 
his cool reflection in his study ; but whenever he was warmed 
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and animated by the_ presence of company, he, like other 
philosophers, whose minds are impregnated with poetical fancy 
caught the common enthusiasm for splendid renown. ’ 

. talked of Mr. Charles Fox, of whose abilities he thought 
highly, but observed, that he did not talk much at our Club 
1 have heard Mr. Gibbon remark, “that Mr. Fox could not be 
afraid of Dr. Johnson ; yet he certainly was very shy of sayino- 
any thing in Dr. Johnson’s presence.” Mr. Scott now quoted 
what was said of Alcibiades by a Greek poet, to which Johnson 
assented.! 

told US, that he had given Mrs. Montague a catalogue of 
ail Daniel Defoe’s works of imagination ; most, if not all of 
which, as well as of his other works, he now enumerated, 
allowing a considerable share of merit to a man, who, bred a 
^esman, had written so variously and so well. Indeed, his 
Robinson Crusoe ” is enough of itself to establish bis 
reputation. 

He expressed great indignation at the imposture of the Cock- 
lane Ghostj and related, with much satisfaction, how he had 
assisted in detecting the cheat, and had published an account 
news-papers. Upon this subject I incautiously 
offended him, by pressing him with too many questions, and he 
shewed his displeasure.^ I apologised, saying that “I asked 
questions in order to be instructed and entertained ; I repaired 
eagerly to the fountain ; but that the moment he gave me a 
hint, the^ moment he put a lock upon the well, I desisted.”— 
he,) that is forcing one to do a disagreeable 
thing: and he continued to rate me. Sir, (said I ) 

when you have put a lock upon the well, so^that I can no 
longer drink, do not make the fountain of your wit olav mion 
me and wet me.” ^ 

He sometimes could not bear being teazed with questions 
LtTf present when a gentleman asked so manv as’ 

What did you do. Sir ? ” “ MTiat did you say, Sir ? ” that he at 

‘O Sk 

friend Dr. Michael Kein^ 

now Arch-deacon of Raphoe in Ireland ha^ liowLr I? Diiblm, and 

passage. He remarks to me that Mr. Boswell’s memorv mnS eiacidated this 

ard^u?Md*SrTntpraferwoSS‘*Ln?Iey“OT°TS^^ with what 

Every cWca! reader wU! lament that they are nr™” Smtoua.-MfP 
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’^st grew enraged, and said, “ I will not be put to the question. 
Dont you consider. Sir, that these are not the manners of a 

geotlcman ? ^ I, will not. be baited with what and why ^ ■ what is 
this F^what is that ? why is a cow^s tail long? why is a fox's 
tail bushy?'' , The gentleman,, %?howas a good deal out 'of' 

, .countenance,, said, Why, Sir,' you are so good, that I venture 
; to trouble you.” Johnson. “ Sir, my being so is no 
..reason wdiy, you should b 

Talking oi the Justitia hulk at Woolwich, in which, criminals ' 
..were;. punished, by being confined to labour, he said,. “ I do not 
see that .they, are .punished by this : they . must ■ have . worked' ' 
equally, had they never' been guilty of stealing. They now 
only work so, a'fter ail, they have gained ; what they stole is 
clear gain to them the confinement is nothing. Every roan 
who works is confi.ned : the smith to his shop, the tailor to his 
garret.” Bos^vell. “ And Lo.rd Mansfield to his Court.” 
Johnson. “ Yes, Sir. You know the notion of confineixieiit 
may be ^ extended, as in the song, ^ Every island is a. prison.' 
There is, i.n Dodsley's collection, a copy of verses to .the 
aiithour of that song.”^ 

■ Smith's. Latin verses on Pococke, the great traveller, ^ were 
mentioned. He repeated some of them, . and said they were 
Smith's best verses. 

He talked with an uncommon animation of travelling into 
distant countries ; that the mind , was enlarged by it, and that 
an acquisition of dignity of character was derived from it. He 
expressed particular enthusiasm' with- respect to visiting the 
wall of '. China. I catched it for the moment, 'and said I really 
'.believed I ' should go, and see the wall of China had I not 
. childrp, of w^hom it was my duty to take care. . “ Sir, (said he,) 
by doing so, you would do what would be of importance in 
raising yo'ur children to ' eminence.. There would be a lustre 
reflected upon them from your spirit ■ and curiosity. They 
would be at 'all times regarded as the children ^ of a man who 
bad gone to visit the wall of China. . I am '.serious, Sir,” 

When we had 'left Mr. Scott’s, he ’said, “'Will you go home 

' [1 have in vain examined Dodsley’s Coliection, for the verses here referred to ; nor 
has tlie narae 01 the autbour been ascertained. The song alluded to begins with the 
v.-ords, . . , 

Welcome, welcome, brother debtor — ■” 

It consists of several stanzas, in one of which it is said, that 

...*' Every, island, is a prison. ^ . 

^ 2 [Smith’s Vers-es are on Edward .Pococke, the great Oriental linguist ; he travelled, it 
sp. true ; but Dr. Riciiard Pococke, late Bishop of Ossory, who published Travels through 
the East, is usually called the great -Keari^ev.,]. " p 
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with me ? ” “ Sir, (said I,) it is late ; but FIl go with you for 
three minutes.” Johnson. ‘'Or four.” We went_ to Wrs. 

Williams’s room, where we found Mr. Allen the pnotei^wno 
WS.S the landlord of his house in- Bolt-court, a wortliy ooiigiii^ 
man, and his very old acquaintance j, mid what was exceecimgiy 
amusing, though he was of- a very 'diminutive si/.e, lieiisec, even 
in foiinson’s presence, to imitate the stately periods po siow aiic 
solemn utterance, of .'the -great man.— --I this eve,mng, Ijuasieu, 
that 'although 'I did not write wliat is caxied .sleRGgiap*.jj:j ,0.* 
short-hand, in , appropriated characters devised for the purpose 
I had a 'mkhod ol'my ow.11 'of -writing half words and ieavmg 
out some- altogether, . so as ■5"et to keep , riie substance anc. 
language of any discourse which I iiad heard so iniich .in view., 
that I could give it very completely soon .after I had ta.keri it 
down. He deiied me, as he had once defied an actual shcrp 
hand writer ; and he made the experiment by reading slowty 
'and distinctly a pant of - Robertson’s ’’Hlistory^ ot America., 
while I endeavoured to write it in my way of taking notes. - It - 
was found that I had ' it very imperfectly ; the' co.nclusioii froni 
which was, that its excellence was principally owing to a stud'ieG 
arrangement of words, winch could not be varied or abridgeci. 

without an essential injury. - . 

On Sunday, April 12, I found him at jioiiie befo're dinner; 
Dr. .Dodd’s poem, entitled “Thoughts in Prison,” was lying 
upon bis table. This appearing to me an extraordinary efioit 
by a man who was in Newgate for a capital crime, I was desirous 
to bear Toliuson’s opinion of it : to my ■ surprize, he told me lie 
^-- had - not ' read a- line of it. I -took. up. the book, and read. a. 
passage to him. Johnson. “ Pretty well, if you are previously 
disposed to like them.” I read another passage, with wmcn fv;; 

■ 'was better pleased. - 'He then took the,. book Intu .Ins .own,, 
hands, and having looked at the prayer at the end of it, lie said. 
“What is there that this composed the night 

’ before be - suffered -? A do -not believ-e .it.” Pie th.en^.K":ad a.l.oiio. 
where he prays for the King, &c. and observed, “ Sir, do )'CU 
think that a man, the night before he is to be hanged, cares for 
the succession of a royal family? — loough, he pujj have 
composed this pray^er then. A man 'who has been canting aii 
his life, may cant to the last— And yet, a man who has beer, 
refused a pardon after so much petitioning, would nardly be 
praying thus fervently for the King.” . , . ^ , 

He and I, and A'Irs. Williams, went to dme with the Reverend 
Dr. Percy. Talking of Goldsmith, Johnson said, he was very 
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envious. I defended him, by observing.’ that he owned it 
frankly upon all occasions. Johnson. Sir/'you are enforcing 
the charge. ■ ' He had' so much envy, ■ that he could not conceal . 
it ' .. He was so full of it, that he overflowed. He talked .of it 
to be sure often, enough. Now, Sir, what a man -avows,' he is 
not ashamed to think.; though' many a man thinks what he is 
ashamed to avow. 'We are all envious naturally; but by 
checking envy, /we get, the better of 'it. . So ■' we 'are all thieves' 
naturally; a child,, always tries to get at ’what, it .wants the -' 
nearest way ; by .good instruction and good 'habit’s this -is cured, 
till a man has not even an inclination -to seize what is another's ; ' 
has no struggle with ' himself about ' it.'^ 

And here I shall record . a scene of too much heat between 
,Dr. Johnson and Dr. Percy, which I 'should have suppressed, 
were it not that it gave occasion to display the truly tender and ■ 
benevolent heart of Johnson, who as soon as he found a friend 
was at all hurt by any thing ^vhich 'he had ‘^said in his wrath,’^ 
was- not only prompt and desirous to be reconciled, but exerted 
liinis-eif to make ample reparation. 

Books of Travels having been mentioned,- Johnson praised 
Peniiant very highly, as he did at Dunvegan, . in the Isle of 
Skyed Dr. Percy knowing himself to be the heir male of the 
ancient Perciesf^ a'nd having the -w^armest and most duti.ful 
.attachment to the noble House of Northumberland, could not 
sit quie-tly an.d hear a man praised, who had spoken disrespect- 
fully of .Aliiwick-Castle and the Duke’s pleasure-grounds, espe- 
cially as he - thought meanly of his travels. - He -.therefore ■ 
opposed. Johnson eagerly. Johnson. ‘‘Pennant, in what he 
has said of Alnwick, has done what he intended.; he has made 
you very angry.” Percy. ‘‘ He- has ■ said ’.the garden is trim, 
which is re]}resent!ng it like a citizen’s parterre, when the .truth 
is, tliere is a very large extent of fine turf and 'gravel walks.” 
Johnson, ‘‘According to your own account, Sir, Pennant is 
right. It is trim. Irlere is grass cut . close, .and gravel rolled 

31. Joiirpa! of , a Tour, to the Hebrides,” . 3 rd. edit.^’ p. 321 (Sep. 1 : 7 .). 

2 See til's accuratel)’ staled, and the descent of. his, family- ''from the. Earls of Nortbum- 
be/land clearly deduced in the Reverend Dr. Nash'sexcellent “.H'istory of Wo-rcestershire,." 
voL ii. p. 3 rS. The Doctor has subjoined a note, in__which he says, ‘‘The Editor hath 
seeft, and carefully examined the proofs of all the particulars above-mentioned,, now in the 
possession of the Reverend Thomas Percy.” 

ilbe same proofs I have also myself carefully- examined., a.nd have seen some ■ 'additional 

? roofs which iiave occurred since the Doctor’s . book was published ; and both as a 
,awyer. accustomed to the consideration 'Of evidehce,iand.as-.a (Genealogist.- versed in -the 
study of pedigrees, I am fully satisned. I cannot help observing, as a circumstance of 
no small moment, thatjn tracing the Bishop of Dromore’s genealogy, essential aid vvr*s 
gi^'en by the late Elizabeth Duchess of Northumberland, Heiress of that illustrious 
House ; a lady not only of hi^h dignity of spirit, .-such as became her noble - blood, . but. of : 
excellent understanding and Hvelj talents. With a fair pride I can boast of the honour of 
bar Grace’s correspondence, specimens of which adom-my archives.-. 
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smooth. Is iiot that trim.?; The extent is nothing against that , 
a niile iiiay be as trim' as a-.. square yard.' , "I' our extent puts, uic 
in mind of the citizen’s., enlarged dinner, ^ two pieces of roast- 
beef, and two puddings.. There is, no variety, no^niind exertec 
in laying out the g.round, no trees.” Percy, .He .preteiiGS to 
give the natural history oi N-orthumberlaiiQ,, and ^ yet lakes iilv 
notice of the immense number of trees planted tliere ot., late. ^ 
Johnson. ''That, Sir, has ' nothing to do wuh the 
history ; that , is ' az?// history. A man who gives ike iiatma. 
historv of the, oak, is not'. to tell how many oaks have oeer. 
planted ill this place' or .that. 'A man 'who gives tlie^naturai 
history of the cow, is not to .tell how many cows are^ milkecl ar 
Islino-ton. The ani.mai is the same, ivhether milked in^ the Park 
or at Islington.” Percy. “Pennant does not .describe .well 
a carrier who ' goes along the side of Lochlomond would 
describe it better.” Johnson. “I think he describes, very 
well.” 'Percy. “I trave'Iled . after him,”' Johnson. And" i 
travelled after him.” Percy. “ But, my good .friend, you are 
short-sighted, and do not see so well as I do.” I wonderea at: 
Dr. Percy’s venturing thus. Dr. Johnson said iiothio,g, at the 
time blit inflammable particles were collecting for a. cioU'd to 
biirst. ^ In a little while- Dr. Percy said something more iiv dis- 
paragement of Pennant. Johnson. {pointecPy) “This is -the 
reseiitiTient of a narrow mind, Ijccause he did not iind 
thing in Northumberland.” Percy, (feeling the stroke) “ Sjr, 
you may be as rude as you please.” TohnsoxN. “.Hold, Sir! 
don’t talk of rudeness ; remember, Sir, you told me, (pufling 
'hard ^ with passion struggling for a vent) I w^as short-sighteci. 
We have done with civility. We are _ to be^as rude as w'e 
please.” Percy. '“XJponi my nonoiii, Sii, I did .not mean to 
be uncivil” Johnson. “I cannot say so, Sir : for I aW mean 


to he unchil, thin.king j-w/. had 'been uncivil. Dr, .i.ercy rpcu, 


ran up to him, and taking him by the hand, assured inni adec- 
tionately that his meaning had been niisundersiood ; upon 
' wdiich a reconciliation instantly . took place. .Johnson. 
dear Sir, I am willing you shall hah'g Pennant.” ^ Percy, {h>- 
suming the Torniet’ subject) Pennant, complains .iiial ..tiie, 
helmet is not hung out to invite to the hall of hospkalitv. 
Now I never heard that it was a custom to hang out a Zovka’/k' 
Johnson." “ Plang ' him ■. .-Up,' liana him up*^' Boswell. 


i fit certainly was a custom, as appears from the folio passage in Perc. .nrest, voi. 
iii. ti. 108 “ fasoient mettre au plus hauit de leur hostel un huiiiime, en que 


iilv. 108 fasoient mettre au plus nauit ae leur uosiei uu m — 

tous les gentils hommes et gentiiies femmes entrasseut hardiment en k.ur aostcl comme ea 

airSboupr^ond^son,^ Mr. James Boswell, had noticed this passage in P*irce* 

■: .forest, and suggested to metne sam.eTemark.—“M.],,, 
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(Iiumouriiig: the joke) ' Hang out ' his skull instead of ' a heirnet^ 
and . you may. drink, ale out' of it' in' your hall of Odin, 'as he is: 
your enemy ; that .will be truly ancient ' There will be.^ 
N'ortliern' Antiquities/ ” ^ Johnson. “He’s -a Whig^ Sirj^a 
sad Jogj (smiling , at his own violent expressionsj merely for 
poitiicai difference, of opinio,n.) B'Ut he’s ' the best traveller I 
ever, read ; he observes more things than any one else does/-’ 

■I : could not help thinking that this was too high praise of a 
writer who traversed a wide extent of .country in such haste, 
that he could put together only, curt frittered .fragments, of his 
owBj and afterwards procured supplemental intelligence from 
parochial ministers, and, others not the best qualified' , or most ' 
.i,mpartial narrators, whose ungenerous prejudice against the 
house of Stuart glares in misrepresentation ; a writer, who at 
best treats merely of superficial objects, and shews no philoso- 
phical investigation of character and manners, such as Johnson 
has exhibited in his masterly “ Journey,” over part of the same 
ground ; and who it would seem from -a desire of ingratiating 
himself with the Scotch, has flattered the people of North- 
Britain so inordinately and with so little discrimination, that the 
judicious and candid amongst them must, be disgusted, while 
they value more the plain, just, yet kindly report of Johnson. 

Having impartially censured Mr. Pennant, as a Traveller in 
Scotland, let me allow him from authorities much better than 
mine,: deserved praise as an able .Zoologist ; and let me also 

fro'm my own understanding and feelings, acknowledge the 
merit of his,. “London,” which, though 'said to be not quite 
accurate in some' particulars, is one of the most pleasing topo- 
graphical performances that ever appeared in any language. 

Mr. Pennant, like his countrymen in general, has the true spirit 
of a gentleman. As a proof of it, 'I s.hali quote from, ' his 
'“' London ” the passage, in which he speaks of my illustrious 
friend. “ I must by no means omit JBolt-courty the long residence 
of Doctor Samuel Johnson, a man' of -the strongest natural 
abilities, great learning, a most retentive memory, of the deepest 
and most unaffected piety and morality, mingled with those 
numerous weaknesses and prejudices which his friends have 
kindly taken care to draw from their dread abode.^ ^ ■ I. brought i] 

on myself his transient anger, by observing that in his tour in 
Scotland, he once had long and woeful experience of oats 

1 The title of a book translated by Dr. Percy. 

This is the common cant against faithful Biography. Does the worthy gentleman 
mean that I, who was taught discrimination of character by Johnson, should have 
omitted his . frailties, and, In short, have hedawhed bim 'as' the worthy gentleman has 
bedawbed Scotland ? 



1 
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being the food of men m Scailand m they-were ; of Worses /iii 
England, It was a national reflection unworthy of, him, jand I 
shot my bolt In return', he.- gave ^me a tender h'ug.^ 
amore he also said of me ‘ The dog i$ a Whig : ® ^ I admired the 
virtues of Lord Rnssei^ and pitied his fall I should have been 
a Whig at the Revolution. . There have been periods since, in, 
which I should have been, what, I now am, a moderate Tory, a 
supporter, as far as my little 'influence, extends, of a .well-poised 
balance between the crown- and people : but should the scale 
preponderate against the that 'monae,iit .may it be 

said, * dog^s a PVhigV’’ ,, ^ 

We had a . calm after the storm., staid the evening and supped, 
.and ' were pleasant and gay. . But Dr. Percy told ' me he was 
'very uneasy at what had passed ; for there ' was a gentleman 
there who was well acquainted with ' the Nort'hiimberiand. 
family, to whom be hoped to have appeared more respectable, , 
by shewing how intimate he was with ' Dr, Johnson, and who 
might novr, on the contrary, go ■ away with an opinion . to 
disadvantage. He begged I would mention t.liis to Dr. John- 
son, which I afterwards ■ did. His observation upon it was, 

This conies of stratagem ■; had he told me that he wished to 
appear to advantage before th.at gentleman, he should hav'C 
been at the top of the house all the time.^’ . He spoke of .Dr. 
Percy in the handsomest ■ m,aiiner. . Then, Sir, {said 1) may 

I be allowed to suggest a mode .by wdiich ■ you may effectually 
-counteract, any unfavourable -’'report of -what passed. I will 
write a -letter to you upon .'the subject of the unlucky contest 
of that day, and you wdll be , kind 'enough. to put in writing as 
an answer to that letter, , what. you. have now said, and as Lord 
Percy is to dine with 'us,- at General Faohds soon, I will take 
an opportunity to read- the'^ co.rrespondeiice in his Lordship's 
presence/’ This friend'iy 'scheme was accordingly carried into 
execution without Dr. , Percy's knowledge. Johnson’^ letter 
placed Dr. Percy's unquestionable merit in the fairest point of 
view ; and I contrived that Lord Percy should hear the cor- 
respondence, by introducing: it at General Paoii’s, as an in- 
stance of Dr. Johnson’s. kind disposition towards one in whom 
Ills Lordship was interested,. Thus every unfavourable irn- 
pression was obviated that' could possibly have been made 
on those by whom he wished most to be regarded. I break- 
fasted the day after with him, and informed him of my scheme, 

^ See Br. JOH|^soN*s “ Journey to tije Western Islands,'* p. apd: — see Ms Dictionary 
article, mis and my ** voyage to the Hebrides/' first edition.— Pennant. 

^ Mr. Boswell's JooniaJ, Sep. Pennant. 
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and its happy xomptetionj for .which lie me in the 

warmest termSj and was highly delighted with Dr. Johnson’s 
letter ill his .praise, of which I gave him' copy. ■ He said, “,1., 
would rather have .this than degrees from' all the Universities, 
in Europe. ■ It 'will be for me, and -.my- children and' grand-' 
ciiiidren.” Dr. Johnson having afterwards asked me if I had 
given him a- copy of' it, and being told I had, was ■ offended, 
and insisted, .that .'I should get it .'back, . which I .did. ' As,, 
however, he did not' desire me to destroy -either the original or - 
the copy, or forbid me to let it be seen, I think myself at ' 'liberty. ■ 
to apply to it his general declaration to me concerning his own 
Jetters. '.. “.'That he did not choose they should be published 
in his life-time ; but had iio objection to their ^appearing 
after his death.” ' I shall therefore insert this kindly cor- 
respondence, having faithfully narrated, the circumstances 
accompanying it . . 

“To Dr. Samuel Johnson. 

DEAR SIR, 

“I BEG leave to address you in behalf of our friend Dr. 

Percy, who was much hurt by what you- said to him that day 
we dined at his house when, in the course of the dispute as 
to Pennant’s merit as a traveller, you told Percy that ‘he had 
the resentment of a narrow mind against Pennant, because he 
did not find every thing in Northumberia.nd.’ Percy is sen-. 

'Sibie that you did. not mean to. injure himy but he .is vexed 
to think that, your behaviour to him '.on that occasion may be 
i},ite.rpreted as a proof that, he is .despised by you, .which . I 
know is not the case. I have told ' him, that the charge of ■ 
being narrow-minded was only as to the particular point, in 
question ; and that he had the merit of being a martyr .to his. 

'iioble family. 

Earl Percy is to dine with General Paoii next Friday ; and 
I should be sincerely glad to have it in my power to satisfy his 
Lordship how ^yell you think of Dr. Percy, who, I find, appre^ 
bends that your good opinion of him may be of very essentia* 
consequence; and who assures me, that he has the highest 
respect and the warmest affection for you. 

“I have only to add, that my suggesting : this occasion for 
the exercise of your candour and generosity, is altogether 
unknown to Dr. Percy, and proceeds ' from my good-will | 

i Sunday, April' tn,' 1778.. 
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towards him, and', my persuasion that you will .be, happy. to, do, 
him an essential kindness. I am, more' and more, my dear. Sir,,. 

“Your most faithful 

And' aftectionate 'humble se'rvant, , 

“James .Bos\¥ell.,” 
“To James Boswel.l, Esq. 

.“sir, 

“ The debate, betw^een 'Dr. Percy, and me is one of those 
foolish controversies, .which' begin upon a question of whicfi 
neither party cares how it is decided', and, which is, nevertheless, 
continued to .acrioiony, by the vani.ty with which every man 
resists confutation. Br.' Percy’s warmth proceeded from a 
cause which, pehaps, does him. more honour than be could 
have derived from juster criticism. Plis abhorrence of Pennant 
p,roce€ded from his opinion that Pennant had wantonly and 
indecently censured his patron. Plis anger ni,ad.e him resolve,, 
that, for having been once wrong, he never should ' be right. 
Pennant has much' in his notio.ns that I do ,oot .like ; but' stili 
I .think him a very , intelligent traveller. 'If Percy .is , really 
offended, I am sorry ; for he is a man ,wbom I never d.ciiew' to 
offend, any one. He is a m,an very willing to lea'm, 'and very 
able to teach ; a- man, out of whose company I never go with- 
out having learned something. It is true tliat be vexes "me 
sometimes, but I am afraid it is by making me feel, 'iiiy own 
.■ignorance. , So much extension of mind, and so much miniite 
. accuracy of, enquiry, if you survey your m- hole , circle of 'ac- 
: qiiai,ntan,ce,,you wdri.;'.find' so scarce, if ■ you find it at alVthai 
: you will va..lue,'Percy by comparison. Lord Hailes is somewhat 
like him : ' but .Lord .Ha.iles does not, perhaps, go beyond Iiim 
in research; and 'I d'O not know that he eciualshim inelegance. 
Percy’s attention, to : poetry has given grace and splendour to 
his studies of antiquity. A mere antiquarian is a rugged 
being. 

: '“.Upon the whole,, you see that what I might say in sport or 
petulance to him, is very consistent with full convictioos of 
his merit ■ ■.■“.! am, dear Sir,. 

“Your most, &:c. 

"‘April 23, 1778.’' “ Sam. Johnson.’’ 

“ To THE R,everend Dr, Percy, Northumberland-house, 
“bear sir, 

“ I WROTE to Dr. Johnson on the subject of the J^emmniian 
controversy ; and have received from him an answer which 
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will delight I read:.'i^ yesterday to Dr. Robertson, at the 

Exhibition ; and at . dinner to Lord Percy, General Oglethorpe, 

&c., who dined , with . us at 'General Paoli's; who' was also' 'a 
witness to .the high fesfhmny to yom honour. 

^ “ General Paoli desires the favour of your company next 
Tuesday, to dinner, to meet Dr. Johnson. If I can, I will 
call ,011 you to-day, I am, with sincere regard, 

“ Your most obedient servant, 

'‘James BoswE.LLd'^ 

“ South Audley-street, April' 25.’’ 

^.On Monday,' April 13, 1 dined with Johnson at Mr.'Langton’s, 

.where were ,Dr Po,rteus, then Bishop of Chester, now of London, 
and Dr. Stinton. He was at first - in a very silent mood. Be- 
lore dinner he said. nothing but “Pretty baby,’’ to one of the' 
children. Langtoii said very well " to me afterwards, that he 
could repeat Johnson’s conversation before dinner, as Johnson 
had said that he could repeat a complete chapter of “The 
Natural History of Iceland,” from' the Danish of Horrebow^ the 
whole of which was exactly thus : 

“C.HAP. LXXIL Concerning Snakes. 

'“ There are no snakes to be met with' throughout the whole 
island.” 

At dinner we talked of another mode in the newspapers of 
.giving ' modern ch.a,racters in sentences from- the classicks, and 
of, the passage 

Parens deorum cul tor, et infreque'ns, 

Insanientis' dum s.apienti£e 
Consuitus erro, nun'e retrorsiim 
Vela dare, atqiie iterate cursus . 

Cogor relictos : ” 

being well applied to Soame Jenyns ; who, after having wan* 
dered in the wilds of infidelit}^ had returned to the Christian 
faith. Mr. Langton asked Jo,hnson as' to the ' prop.riety of 
sape/ims coris-ulMs. Jo.'hnson. “Though ;was primarily 

an adjective, like' amicus it came to be used as a. "substantive. . , , ^ 

So we ha.ve J^uris consiilfus, a consult' in law.” ■ ' ' 

We talked of "the styles' of .different ..painters, and how 

^ Though the Bishop of Dromore kindly answered the .letters which I wio.te to him, 
relative to. Dr, Johnson’s early history. ; yet, m justice 'to' "him, I think, it proper' to add, 
that the account of. the forego,i.ng conversation, and' the . subsequent trausact'ipn, as we!* 
as of some other conversations i, a which he is mentioned, has been ■ given to the publick 
without previous communication with his Lordship. 
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certainly a connoisseur could ' distinguish, them 


I .asked, if 

diere was as clear a difference of .styles in language: as. ^ .in 
painting, or even as in handwriting,:. so that the composition 
of every individual may be distinguished? Johnson._^_^‘* Y es. 
Those who have' a style of eminent excellence, such as .Dryden 
and Milton, can alvrays be distinguished.”, I had no doubt ^of 
this ; but what I wanted to know was, whether there was really 
a peculiar style to every man wThatevcr, as there is certainly 
a peculiar band-writing, a peculiar counteiiaiice, / not widely 
idiiTereiit in many, yet always enough to be distinctive : 


i' — , — facies nan oranibus ima, 
Nec di versa .tan'i’en/* 


The Bishop thought not ; and said, he supposed that many 
' pieces in T)odsiey% collection of poems, though ail very pwelty, 
had ."nothing apnropriated in their style., and in that particular 
could not be at all distinguished. Johnson. “Why, Sir,_,I 
think ' every man whatever has a peculiar style, which may be 


discovered by nice examination 


and com.parisoii with others : 


but a man must write a great, deal to iB,ake his style. obviously 
discernible. ■ As logicians say, this appropriation of style is 
inSnite m limited in adtiP 

Mr.. Topham Beauclerk- came in the evening, and he. and 
Dr. Johnson and I staid to supper. It was iTi.entio:!ied that Dr. 
Dodd had once wished to be a member of the .Literary Club. 
Johnson. “I should be sorry if any of our Club were hanged. 
I will not say but some of them deserve it.” Beatjclerk 
'(supposing this to be aimed at persons for whom he had at 
that time a wonderful fancy, which, liowever,^did not last long,) 
was irritated, and eagerly said, ‘^Yoii, Sir, have a friend 
(naming him) who deserves, to be hanged ; for he speaks 
behind their backs against those with whom lie lives on Jhe 
best terms, and attacks them in the nev.'s-papers. 'lie certainly 
ought to heMckedP Johnson. Sir, we all do 'this in some 
degree : ‘ Femam feivmus -dammaMe mdssimd To be sure it 
may be done so much, that a 'man may deserve to he kicked.” 
Beauclerk. “He is very malignant” JotmsoN. “ Kha, Sir; 
he is ' 'not ' malignant He' is mischievous, if you will. He 
would do no man an essential injury ; he may, indeed, love 
to make sport of people by vexing their vanity. I, however, 
once knew an old gentleman who wras^ absolutely malignant. 
He really wished evil to others, and rejoiced at it” Boswell. 


1 See note p. 76. 
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**The gentlemaHj Mr, Beanclerk, against whom you -are. so 
violent, is, , I know, , a man of good principles.”' Beaxjclerk* , 

Then he doeS' not , wear them' out in : practice.” 

^ Dr. Johnson, who, as I , have observed .before, delighted in 
discrimmatioii . of character, and having ' a -masterly knowledge 
of human nature, was willing to take men as they are, imperfect, 
and with a mixture of good and bad qualities, I suppose thought 
he had said ,e.nough in .defence of his' friend, of whose merits, 
notwithstanding his exceptionable points, he had a- Just value 
and added.. no mGre,,on the subject. 

, Oil Tuesday, April 14, I dined 'with him at General'. 
Oglethorpe''s, with General Paoli and .Mr. ' Langton. ' General 
Oglethorpe declaimed against .luxury. Johnson. Depend 
upon it. Sir, every' state of society is as luxurious as it . can be. 
Men always take the best they can get.” ' 'Oglethorpe. “But 
the best depends much upon ourselves ; and if . we .can be as 
.well satisfied with plain things, we are -in the wTong. to accustom 
our palates to what is high-seasoned and expensive. What 
says Addison in his ^Cato,’ speaking of the Numidian ? 

* Coarse are his meals, the fortune of the chace, 

Amid the running stream he slakes his thirst, 

Toils all the day, and at the approach of night,. 

C>n the first friendly bank he throws him down. 

Or rests his head upon a rock, till morn ; . 

And i,f the following day he chance to find 
A new repast, or an untasted spring, 

■ Blesses .his stars, and thinks it luxury.’.. . 

Let US: have //mf kind of luxury, Sir, if you. will” Johnson. 
“ But hold, vSir ; to be merely satisfied is not enough. It is in 
.refinement and elegance that the civilized. man differs from the 
savage. A great part of our industry, and all our ingenuity is 
exercised ill. procuring pleasure'; and, Sir, a hungry man, 'has not 
the same pleasure in eating a plain dinner, that a hungry man 
has in eating a luxurious dinner. You see I put the case, fairly. 
A hungry man may have as much, nay, more pleasure in eating 
a plain dinner, than a man groivn fastidious has in eating a 
luxurious dinner. But I suppose the man who decides between 
the two dinners, to be equally a hungry man.” 

Talking of different governments, — Johnson. “The more 
contracted power is, the more easily it is destroyed. A country 
governed by a despot is an inverted cone,,. -Government there 
cannot be so firm, as when it rests upon a broad basis gradually 
contracted, as the government of Great Britain, which is 
founded on the parlfament, then is in the privy-council, then im 
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the King/’ Boswell. /‘Power, when contracted into' the 
person of a despot, may' be easily destroyed, as the prince may 
be cut oif. So Caligula wished ..that the people of Konie. had 
but G.ne neck, that he ' might . cut them .off’ at, .a blow.” 
Oglethorpe. “It was. of the Senate he wished that. The 
'.Senate by its usurpation controuled both, the Emperor, and. the 
people. And don’t you 'think that we see too much of that in 
our own parliament ? ” 

Dr. Johnson endeavoured to trace , the etyniolog'y of 
Maccaronick verses, which he thoug,lit were of Italian invention 
from ^Maccaroni ; but on being informed that this would infer' 
that they .were the most common and easy, verses,, maccaroni 
being' the most ordinary and simple food,' he' was at a loss ; 'for 
he said, “He rather should' have supposed it to import in. its 
primitive signification, a composition of severrtl thin,gs ; for 
M.accaroiiick verses a.re verses made out of a ■ mixture of 
different languages, that is, of one language wutli the termina- 
tion of another.” I suppose we scarcely know of a language in 
any country wdiere there is any learning, in. which that motley 
ludicrous species of composition B'lay not be found. .It is 
particularly droll in Low Dutch. The “ ” of 

■Drummond, of Hawthornden, in which there is a Jumble of 
many languages moulded, as if it were all in Latin, is well 
known. Mx, Langton made' us laugh heartily at one in, the 
Grecian mould, by Joshua Barnes, in which areto.be fo'Uiid 
such comical Afigio-keiknisms as KXvl^^oiww €^daF)(6o/: they 
were banged with clubs. 

.'■ '■ On 'Wednesday, April 15 , 1 dined w.ith Dr. Johnson at j\lr. 
Dilly’s and was in high spirits, .for ,1 'had been a good part of 
Che morning with Air. Orme,. the; able and elocpcnt liistorian of 
■ .Hindostan, who expressed a ' great admiration of Jolirison. J 
■do. not care (said. he,) on w-hat subject Johnson talks; but I 
love better to hear him talk than any body. He either gives 
you new thoughts, or a new^ colouring. It is a shame to the 
nation that he has not been more liberally rewardeed. Had I 
been George the Third, and thought as he did about America, 
I would have given Johnson three hundred a year for his 

,. ^ |D.r. Johnson wasjight in supposing that' this : kind. . o'f poetrj? derived its na.me freiTJ : 
.'. ■maeckero'f^e. “ Ars ista poetica (saj^-s .Merlin Coccaie.' whose true name was' Theopail'o' 
Folengo,) nuncupatur ars macaronica, a macaraniiuis deiivata; uui sunt 

f uoddam. po!m.enttiin, farina, caseo, butyro com.pagi.aatum, grossimi, rude, 'Ct rMsticantim.' 
deo MACARONICA nil nisi grossedinem, ruditatem, et vocABrLAZZOs debt;! in se 
continere.'* Warton’s^ Hist, of Eng. Poet. ii. 357. Folongo’s assumed nairie was tAen 
up in consequence of his having been instructed in his youtk by Virago Coccaio.—He died 
lin 1544.— M.} 
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Taxation no Tyraniiy,^^ alone.”, ,I repeated this, and JohnsoB'. 
was much pleased with such' praise' from such a man as Orme.. 

At Mr. Diily’s ^ to-day were Mrs, , Knowles, the ingenious 
Quaker lady,^ Miss Seward, the poetess of Lichfield, 'the' 
Reverend Dr. Mayo,: and the Rev. Mr. "Beresford, Tutor to' the 
Duke of Bedford. Before dinner Dr. Johnson seized upon 
Mr. Charles Sheridan’s^ “Account- of the'' late. Revolution 'in 
Sweden,” and seeme,d to read it ravenously, as, if he devoured 
.,it, which was to all appearance his method -of .studying. “,'He 
knows how to read better than any .one (said Mrs. Knowles) ; 
he gets at the substance- of a book directly; he tears out ''the: 
heart of it.” He kept it wrapt up in the table-cloth in his lap 
during the time of dinner, from an avidity to have ' one, 
entertainment in' readiness, when he should have finished 
another; resent hling (if I may 'use so coarse- a simile) , a dog 
who holds a bene in his . paws in 'reserve, while he eats some- 
'thing else wdiich has been, thrown -to- him.- 

The subject of cookery having been very naturally introduced 
at a table 'Where Johnson, who boasted of .the niceness of „his 
palate, owned that “ he always found a good dinner,” he said 
“ I co'uld write a better book of cookery than has ever yet 
iieeo written,; it should be a book -'upon philosophical prin- 
ciples. Pharmacy is now made much more simple. .Cookery 
?:iiay be '.made so too. A prescription which is now com- 
poimded of five ingredients, had formerly fifty in it. So in 
•cookery,' if the nature of the ingredients be well known, 
-much'" fewer will do. Then, as you cannot make bad meat 
.good, I w-o'iild t.e.il what is. the best butcher’s meat, the best 
beef, the best pieces ; how to choose young fowls ; , the proper 
•seasons of diiierent vegetables ; and then how, to roast and 
boil and compound.” Dilly. “Mrs. Glasse’s ,* Cookery/ ,- 
which is the best, was written by Dr. Hill' Half - the trade 
know this.” jOHXSON. ‘/Well, Sir. This' 'shews hotv much 
better the subject of Cookery may be treated by a' philosopher. 

I doubt if the book be written by Dr. . Hill; 'for, in Mrs. 
Classe’s ‘Cookery/ which I have looked into, salt-petre and. 
sal -prunella are spoken of as .difibrent substances, whereas sal- 
.prunella is only salt-petre burnt on charcoal.; and'. Hill could 

- :i: Dr. Johnson, describing her needle-work m one of his letters to '-Mrs. Thrale, vol. , i. p. 
.qad, "nses.the learned word suiile ; which M,rs. Thrale has mistaken, and made the phrase 
injurious by writing pictures./ , 

-''i2 iThe e:!der brother of R. B. S.heridan,, Esq.. He died in i Sod. — M.l 
.:S: As PIiysiciaBS. arc . called . ike FitculiVt and Counsellors -at - Law iJte Prqfesst&Mi 
Booksellers of London arc denominated Trade, Johnson disapproved of these de- 
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not be ignorant of this. However, as the greatest part of such 
a book is made by transcription, this mistake : may have ^ been 
carelessly adopted. But you shall see what a Book of Cookery I 
shall make ! I shall agree with Mr. Dilly for the copy>right.” 
Miss. .Seward. . ‘‘.That would be Hercules .with the distalT 
indeed.’* Johnson. '“.No, Madam. Women can spin very 
. well ; but they cannot make a good book of Cookery,.** , 

. Johnson., ■ “0.1 ■■Mr. Dilly— you must .know' that an 
English Benedictine Monk. at Paris has translated ‘The Duke 
of Berwick’s Memoirs,* from the original French, and has sent 
them' to. me to sell ■ I offered them to Strahan, who sent them 
back with this 'answer That the first book he had pub- 
lislied wTis the Duke of Berwick’s Life, by which .he. had lost r, 
and .he hated the name:* — Now I honestly tell you, that 
Straha,n has refused them ; but I also honestly tell you, that 
be did it upon no principle, for be never looked into them,;* 
Dilly. “ Are they w^ell translated, Sir? ** Jo.h,nson. “ Why, Sir, 
very, well — in a . style very current and very clear. T have, 
written to the Benedictine to give me an ans^ver upon two 
points ; — What evidence is there ihat the letters are autlientick ? 
(for if they are not authentick, they are nothing ; } — And how 
longAvill .it be. before the original French is published? 'Fo.r' 
if the Fre.nch edition is not to appear for a considerable time,,, 
the translation will be almost as valuable as an original Book., 
They will make tviro volumes in octavo ; and I have undertaken 
to. correct. every sheet as it .comes from the press.’* Mr. Dilly,'. 
■desired to see the.m, and said ■he would send for them, , . .Fie.,' 
.asked Dr.' Johnson, if he wmold \vrite a Preface to them. 
Johnson. “ No, Sir.-. The Benedictines were very kind tO' 
me, and Fll do what I undertook to do ; but I will not mingle 
my name with them. I am to gain nothing by them. VL 
turn them loose upon the world, and let them take their chance. ’’f 
Dr. Mayo. “ Pray, Sir, are Ganganelii’s letters authentick ? ** 
Johnson.. “No, Sir, ...Voltaire' puf the same question to the;' 
editor of them, that I did to Macphersoa — Where are the.' 
originals ?*’ 

Mrs. Knowles affected to "complain that men had much more 
liberty allowed them than women. Johnson, “ Why, Madanij, 
women have all the liberty they should wish to have. We 
have all the labour and the danger, and the women all the 
advantage. We go to sea, we build houses, we do every thing, 
in short, to pay our court to the women.** Mrs. Knowles. 
"The Doctor reasons very wittily, but not convincingly k 


A.D. 1778 JBtat, 69 207 

Now, take the instance of building ; the mason’s wife, if she is 
ever seen liquor,. iS' ruined.;, the mason ma.y get. himself 
drunk as often as he pleases, with little loss of character ; nay, 
may let his wife and children starve.” . .. Johnson. ‘‘ Madam, 
you iniiSt consider, if the mason does ' get himself drunk, and 
let his wife and children, starve, .the parish will oblige him 
to find security for. their maintenance. We have different 
modes of restraining evil. ■ Stocks, for the' men, a ducking-stool 
XT* women, and a pound for 'beasts. If we 'require ' .more per-, 
fcction from women than from ourselves,.. it ^ is doing them 
hcrioiir. And women have .not the same temptations that wq 
have ; they may always live in virtuous comp'any ; men , must' 
live in the world indiscriminately, .'If a woman has no incliii" 
a'tion to do what is wrong, being secuxed from it is no restraint 
toner. I am at liberty to, walk into- the Thames; but if I 
were to try it, rny friends would restrain me in Bedlam,' and, 
I should be obliged to them.” Mrs. ■ Knowles. “Still 
Doctor, I cannot help thinking it a hardship that more' indul- 
gence is allowed to men than 'to women.- It gives a superi-. 
ority tO' men., to which I do not see how they are entitled.” 
JOHKSO'N. - “ It is plain, Madam, one'or other must have the.' 
su'periority.' ’As Shakspeare says, If .two men ride onya 
horse, 'Oiie must, ride behind.’ ” Dilly. ‘T suppose, Sir,. 
Mrs. Knowles would have, them ride in panniers, one on each , 
.side.” JoH'N'SON, “Then, Sir,, the horse would throw them: 
both.” Mrs.' Knowles. ‘‘Well I.. hope that in .anothe,r,. 
world the sexes will be equal” Boswell. ‘‘ That .is , being, 
roo and:)itioos, IMadam. PVe might as. well desire to, be, equal 
'with the angels. We shall all, I hope, be happy in a future state, 
hut WQ must not expect to be all happy in: the same degree. 
It is enoi^gh, if 'we be happy according to our- several 
capacities. A worthy carman will get to. heaven . as,-, well -as. 
Sir Isaac Newton. Yet, though equally good, they will not 
rave- the same degrees of happiness.” Johks-ON. Probably 
□Ot” ^ 

Upon this subject I had once, before sounded him,, by 
mentioning the late Reverend Mr. Brown, of Utrecht’-s image ; 
that a great and small glass, though equally full, did not hold 
an equal quantity ; which he threw’* out, to refute David Hume’s 
saying, that a little miss, going to dance at a bah, in a fine new 
dress, was as happy as a great orat.our, after having made an 

1 [See on this question Bishop Hall’s Epistles, .Dec. iii, EpisL 6, “ Of the different 
degrees of heavenly glory, and of onr mutual knowiedge''of each other above.”— M.] 
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eloquent and applauded :: speech. . After some thought 
Johnson said,^ “I come over to the parson.'' As an instance 
of coincidence of thinking,;Mr. Dilly .told m.e, that Dr. King, a 
late dissenting minister io London, said .to hiin^.upoii the 
happiness in a future state of good men of different, capacities j 
A pail .does not hold so- much as a tub' ; but, if it be equally 
full,; it, has no reason to complain. Every Saint in heaven will 
have as much happiness as he can- ho.id/'. Mr. Dilly thought 
this .-a clear, though a familiar illustration of the phrase, One 
star differeth from another in- brightness." ' 

. .Dr, ,.M.ayo having asked Johnson's opinion of SoameJen5’'ns's 
View of the Internal Evidence of the Christian Religion;'* 
.—Johnson. I think it a pretty book ; not very' theologica! 
indeed ; and there seems to be an a.ifectatio!:i of ease '"arid 
carelessness, as if it were not suitable to his character to be 
very serious about the matter." Boswell. He may have 
intended this to introduce his book the better among genteel 
people, who might be 'unwilling to read, too grave 'a treatise. 
There is a general levity in. the age. We have physicians now 
with: bag-wigs ; may we not have airy divines, at least, some- 
what less solemn in their appearance than they used to . be ? " 
..Johnson, “Jenyns might mean as you say.'-' Boswell. 
'** ¥ou should . like his book, Mrs. Knowles, as it mai.ntains, as 
jQuJrimds do, that courage is not a Christian virtue.” Mrs, 
:K.nowles. Yes, indeed, .1 like . him there ; but I can.!iot 
agree: with him., that friendship is not a Ch.ristiaii virtue.”. 
J.(>HNSON. Why, ■ Madani, -strict speaking., he is Tight. 
Ail friendship is- preferring the interest of a friend, to "the 
n,eg.leGt,^ .or, perhaps, against the interests of others ; so that 
an ..old .'Greek said, ‘He that has/w;/i'A' has Now 

Chrisuanity recommends universal beiievoience* — to consider 
all men as our brethren; which is contrary, to the virtue of 
friendship, as described by the ancient philosophers. Surely, 
Madam, your sect '.must approve of this ; for, you call all rneVi 
frkrJsJ' Mrs. Knowles^, We are commanded to do good 
to.. all meii,C but- especially to them who are of the household 
of' Faith.’” -Johnson. '‘Well, Madam. The household of 
Faith is wide, enough.” Mrs. Knowles. “But, Doctor, our 
Saviour had twelve Apostles, yet there was whom he /tJveil 
John was called ‘ the disciple whom Jesus loved.’ ” Johnson. 
(with eyes sparkling benignaiitiy) “Very well, indeed, Madam’ 
Yo.u .have said - very well” Boswell. “A fine application. 

i CSee vol. i. p . 313, whei'e also this subject is discussed.— M .1 
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Pray, Sir, had you ever thought of it?"” ■■ Johnson. “I had 

■'■not, ■■•Sir.” ■ 

From this pleasing subject, he, I know not how or why^ 
made a sudden transition to one upon which he was a violent ■ 
aggressor; for he said, am willing to love all ' mankind, 
exc€fi an Ameriain and hi's inflammable' corruption bursting 
into horrid fire, he/‘ breathed out threatenings. and slaughter 
calling them, ‘‘ Rascals— Robbers— Pirates ; and.exciaiming, 
he'd “ burn and destroy them.” Miss -Seward, looking to him 
with mild but steady astonishment, said, '‘Sir, this' is:' an in- . 
stance that we are always most violent against those whom we 
have injured.” — Pie was irritated still more by this delicate and 
keen reproach ; and roared out another tremendous volley 
which one might fancy could be heard across the Allantick.. 
During this tempest I sat in great uneasiness, lamenting his- 
heat of temper ; till, by degrees, I diverted his attention , tO". 
other topicks. 

Dr. Mayo, (to Dr. Johnson.) “Pray, Sir, have you read 
Edwards, of New England, on Grace?” Johnson. “No,. 
Sir.” Boswell. “It puzzled me so much as to the freedom 
of the human will, by stating, with wonderful acute ingenuity, 
our being actuated by a series of motives which we cannot, 
resist, that the only relief I had was to forget it.” Mayo. 

“ But he makes the proper distinction between moral and 
physical necessity.” Boswell. “Alas, Sir, they come both 
to the same thing. You may be bound as hard by chains 
when covered by leather, as when the iron appears. The 
argument for the moral necessity of human actions is always,, 

I observe, fortified by supposing universal prescience to be one- 
of the attributes of ^ the i')eity.” Johnson. “You are surer" 
that you are free, than you are of- prescience ; you are. surer- 
that you can lift up your finger or not as you please, than - you 
are of any conclusion from a , deduction of reasoning. But 
let us consider a little the objection from prescience. ■ It .is. 
certain I am either to go home to-night ■ or not ; that does not 
prevent my freedom.” Boswell. “That it is certain you are 
AAier to go home or not, does not prevent your freedom : 
because the liberty of choice between the two is compatible 
with that certainty. But if one of these events be certain 
you have no future power of volition. ■■. , If-' it be certain you 
are to go home to-night, you ??mst go home.” Johnson. “IP 
I am well acquainted with- a man,,! -can judge with great 
probability how’- he will act in any ca,se,: without his being. 


210 The Life of Dr. Johnson 

restrained by my, judging;' '- God may this probability 
increased to certainty.” ' Boswell. . When it is increased, to 
. €erfamty^ freedom- ceases, because '. that .cannot be certainiy 
foreknown, which is not certain at the time ; but -if it be cer- 
tain at the time, -if is' a contradiction in terms to maintain 
that there can be ' afterwards any cmiiingency dependent upon 
the exercise of will or any thing else/' Johnsok. *'A11 
theory is against the freedo.m of'the'.wdl!'; all experience for itd'* 
— I did not posh .the subject any 'farther, i was glad to and 

him so mild in. discussing a .question of the most abstracl: 
nature, inwowed with theological" tenets, . which., he generariy 
would' not suffer "to be in any degree opposed.- 
-He, as usual, defended luxury: ‘‘You cannot spend mone 37 
in luxury without doing good to the poor, Na}’, you do more 
good, to them by spending it in luxury, you make them exert 
industry, whereas by giving it, you keep them idle. I own, 
indeed., there may be more virtue in giving it immediately in. _ 
charity, than in spending it in luxury ; though there may be ' 
pride in that. too.”. Miss Seward. asked, if this was not Mande- 
ville^s doctrine of “ private vices publick benefits.” -Johns-om. 

The fallacy of -that book is, that Man devil le defines neither 
vices- nor benefits.- .He reckons among vices every thing -lliat .- 
gives pleasure. He takes . the , narrowest system of morality, 
monastick morality, which holds pleasure itself to be a vice, 
such as eating salt with our fish, because it makes it eat better : 
and he reckons wealth as a publick benefit, which is by no means 
always true. Pleasure of itself is not a vice. Having a garden, 
which: we all know to be perfectly innoce.nt, is a great pleasure. 
At the same time, in this state of being there are many pleasures 
vices, which however are so immediately agreeable that we can 
hardly abstain from them. The happiness of Heaven will be, 
that pleasure and virtue will be perfectly consistent. Maiicle- 
ville puts the case of a man who gets drunk at an alehouse ; 
and says it is a public benefit, because so much money is got 
by it to the publick. - But it must be considered, that' all the 
good gained by this, through the gradation of alehouse- 
keeper, brewer, maltster, arid farmer, is overbalanced by the evil 
caused to the man and his family by his getting drunk. This 
is the way to try what is vicious, by ascertaining wiiether more 
evil than good is produced upon the whole, which is the case 

r If any of my readers are disturbed b^’' this thorny questiorij I beg leave to recom- 
mend to them Letter 69 of Montesquieu’s Lintir^es Fersannesh and the late Mr. 
John Palmer of Islington’s Answer to Dr. Priestley’s mechanical arguments for what he 
•absurdly calls ** Philosophical necessity.” 
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in all vice. It may Mppen that, good' is produced by vice, but 
not as vice ; for instance, a robber may take: money from its 
owner, and give it to ' one who will ' make a better ' use .of it* ' 
Here is good produced bot^ not by the .robbery as robbery, but ■ 
as translation of property, ' I . read Mandeville forty, or, 1 
believe lifiy years ago.. He did not puzzle' me ; he opened my" 
views into real life very much. No, it is clear that, the happi-. 
ness of society depends on ,vi.rtue. In Sparta, the.ft was allowed ' 
by general consent ; theft, therefore, was there not' a." crime, but' 
then there was .no security \ , and what a life must they have had 
.when there was no security, ' Without truth there' must be . a 
dissolution of society. As it is, there is so little truth, that we 
are almost afraid to trust our ears ; but how should we be, if 
falsehoo,d were multiplied ten times ! Society is held together 
^by coixmiiinication and information; and I remember ' this 
re.mark. of Sir Thomas Brown's, Do the devils lie ? No ; for 
then ' Hell could .not subsist." 

Talking of Miss , a literary lady, he said, “ I was obliged 

to speak to Miss Reynolds, to let her know that I desired she 
would not hatter me so much." Somebody now observed, She 
iatters Garrick," Johnson. She is in the right to hatter 
GaiTick, She is in the right for two reasons; hist, because she 
has the world with her, who have been praising Garrick these 
thirty years ; and secondly, because she is rewarded for it b^ 
:G'arrick. Why should she hatter mel I can do nothing, for 
her, Let her carry her prais-e to a better market. . (Then turn-. 
log to Mrs. ■Know.ies.) . You, Madam, have . been hattering "me 
ail the evening ; I .wish you - would give Boswell 'a. little now." 
If you knew his -merit as well as I do, you would, say .a great 
deal ; he is the best travelling companion in the world.” ■ ' 

Somebody mentioned the Reverend Mr. Mason's prosecution-' " 
of I\Ir. Murray, the bookseller, for having inserted in a collec- 
tion of ** Gray’s Poems," only fifty line's, of which Mr. Mason 
had still the exclusive property, under the statute of Queen 
Anne ; and that Mr. Mason had persevered, notwithstanding 
his being requested to name his own terms of compensation^ 
Johnson signified his displeasure at Mr. Mason's conduct very 
strongly; but added, by way of shewing that he was not sur- 
prised at it, ** Mason’s a Whig." ,' Mrs.' Knowles, (not hear- 
ing distinctly:) ‘‘What! a Prig,. „ Sir?" Johnson. *‘Worse^ 
Ikladam ; a Whig I But he is both 1 " 

' I Set “A Letter to W. Mason, A,M. from' aj. 'Murray, Bookseller in London r* 
sd edition, p. ao. 




212 




The Life of Dr. Johnson 



I expressed a horrour at the thought of death. Mrs. 
Knowles. “ Nay, thou should’st not have a honour for what is' 
the gate of life.” _ Johnson, (standing upon the hearth rolling 
about, with a serious, solemn, and somewhat gloomy air :) “No 
rational man can die without uneasy apprehension.” Mrs. 
Knowles. “ The Scriptures tell us, ‘ The righteous shall have 
hope in his death.’” Johnson. “Yes, Madam; that is, he 
shail not have despair. But, consider, his hope of salvation 
must be founded on the terms on which it is promised that the 
mediation of our Saviour shail be applied" to us, — namely, 
■obedience; and where obedience has failed, then, as suppletory 
to it, repentance. But what man can say that his obedience has 
been such, as he would approt-e of in another, or even in himself 
upon close examination, or that his repentance has not been 
such as to require being repented of? No man can be sure 
that his obedience and repentance will obtain salvation.” Mrs. 
Knowles. “But divine intimation of acceptance may be made 
to_ the soul.” Johnson. “Madam, it may; but I should not 
think the better of a man who should tell me on his deathbed 
he was sure of salvation. A man cannot be sure himself that 
he has divine intimation of acceptance; much less can be make 
others sure that he has it.” Boswell. “Then, Sir, we must 
be contented to acknowledge that death is a terrible 
Johnson. ''Yes, Sir, I have made no approaches to a state 
which can look on' it as not -terrible.” Mrs. Knowliss, (seein- 
.-.jlBg to, enjoy a pleasing serenity in the persuasion of beiiignant 
divine light :) " Does ..not St. Paul say, ' I have fought the good 
... .light of. faith, I have finished my course: henceforth is" laid 
op for me a crown of life^ ?” Johnson. «Yes, Uadiim ; but 
here was a man inspired, a man who had been convened by 
, , -supernatural . interposition.” Boswell, “In prospect death is 
dreadful ; but in fact we iind that people die easy.” Jo'hnsox. 

, ..JfWhy, Sir, most people have not ranch of the matter, 

so cannot xerv much, -and it is supposed they die easy Pew 
believe it certain they are then to die ; and those who do,‘se’ 
themselves to behave with resolution, as a man does who is 
going to be hanged-: — he is not the less unwilling to be hanged.” 
Miss Seward. “There is one mode of the fear of death, which 
•■IS certainly absurd : and that is the dread of annihilation, ivhich 
IS only a pleasing sleep without a dream.” Johnson, “ lik 
neither pleasing, nor. sleep; it is nothing. Now mere exist^ 
ence is so ^ much better than nothing, that one would rather 
exist even m pam, than not exist.” Boswell. “ If anniliiia- 
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tion' be: nothing,: then existing ^ m pain is not a comparative 
state,, blit is , a' positive evil, which I cannot think we should 
choose.. ..I must, be allowed to differ here, and it "would' lessen 
the hope of a. future, state ■ founded on, the argument, that .the 
Supreme Being, who is good as He is great, will hereafter .com- 
pensate for .our present sufferings in this life. For if existence, 
such as we have, it here, be comparatively a 'good, we have no 
reason to complain, though, no more of it should be giveH' to us. 
But if our o.niy state of existence were-, in' this world,, then "we 
might with so,me reason complain that we are so dissatified' with 
our erijoyaieiits compared with our .desires.”. 'Johnson. “The 
lady ccnfoiinds annihilation, which is nothing, , with the appre- 
hension of .it,' v/nich is dread.ful. . It is in the apprehension of 
it that the horrour of annihilation cons.ists.” ' 

Of John Wesley, he said, ‘^He can talk well on any subject^’ 

, .Boswell. “Pray, S'ir, what has he made of his , story of a 
ghost ? ” , Johnson. “ Why, Sir, he believes it ; but not on 
sufficient authority. He did not take time enough to examine 
the girl It was at Newcastle, wffiere the ghost was said to have 
appeared to a young woman several times, mentioning : some- 
thing' about the right to an old house, advising application., to be 
made to an .attorney, which was done ; an-d, at the same .time, 
saying the attorney would do nothing, wffiich proved to be the 
fiict. * This (says J ohn) is a proof that the ghost knows our 
thoughts/ Now (laughing) it is not -necessary to know our 
thoughts, to te.II that an attorney will sometimes do nothing. 
Charles Wesley, who is a more stationary' man, does not believe 
the story. .lam. sorry that John did 'not take ■ more [jains to 
enquire into the evidence for",it.'^- Miss Seward, (with an 
incredulous smile:) “What, Sir! abo'Ut a ghost?”' Johns.on,. 
(with solemn vehemence:) “Yes, Madam :. 'this. is a question, 
which, after live thousand years, is ' jet undecided p a question, 
wiiether in theology or philosophy, one of the most.-dniportant 
that can come before tlie human understanding.” ' 

}\irs. Knowles mentioned, as a 'proselyte to,. Quakerism., Miss 

, a young lady well known to Dr. Johnson, for whom he had 

shewn much affection; while she ever had, and, still retained, a 
great respect for him. iMrs. Knowles at the same time took an 
•opportunity of letting him know that the amiable young crea- 
ture was sorry at finding that he was offended at her leaving the 
Church of England, and embracing a ■ simpler , faith ; ” and, in 
the gentlest and most persuasive -manner,- solicited his kind 
indulgence for what was , 'sincerely . a -.matter of conscience. 
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Johnson, (frowning very angrily,) ** Madam,', 'she ' is^ an odious 
...wench, ■ She could not have any proper conviction that it., was 
her ^ duty to change her- religion, which is ' the m,ost . important 
of '.all subjects, and should be studied with ail care, and with alt 
■the. helps we can get. She knew no more of the .Church which 
she left, and that w'hich she embraced, than she, did of the differ- 
^...ence between the Copernican and Ptolema.i.ck systems.” Mrs, 

.. Knowles. ‘fShe had the New Testament before her.^" 
Johnson. Madam, she could not understand the New Testa- 
ment, .the. most difficult book in the world, for which the study 
of., a life is required,” ■ Mrs. Knowles. It: is clear as to 
'■ es.sentiais.” Johnson. '‘But -not as to controversial points. 
The heathens were eas-ily converted, because they had nothing 
. to give ■ up : but we ought not, without ve.ry strong conviction 
indeed, to desert the religion in which we have been educated. 
That is the religion given you, the religion in which it may be said 
Providence has placed you. If you live conscientiously in that 
religion, you may be safe. But errour is dangerous indeed, if 
you err when you choose a religion for yourself.” Mrs. 
Knowles,. -“Must we then go by implicit faith. ? ” . Johnson. 

, '“'.Why,. Madam, the greatest part of our knowledge is implicit 
faith ; and as to religion, have we heard ail that a disciple of 
Confucius, all that a Mahometan, can say for himself?” Pie 
then rose again into passion, and attacked the young proselyte 
in the severest terms of reproach, so tiiat both ladies seemed to 
be much shocked.^ 

We remained together till it was .pretty late. . Notwithstanding 
occasional explosions of violence, we were, ail delighted upon 
the whoje with^ Johnson. I compared .him at' this time to a 
warm W'est-Indian climate, where you have a bright sun, quick 
vegetation, luxuriant foliage, luscious fruits'.; but where the 
same heat sometimes produces thunder, lightning, and earth- 
quakes, in a terrible degree. 

April 17, being Good-Friday, I waited on. Johnson, as usual 

, 1 ,Mr$. Kno.wles, not :satisfied. with the 'fame of her needlework, the '^u'^74r^s '' 

.mentjonedby Johnson, in which she. has indeed displayed mitch dexterity, nari with hie 
. fame of reasoning better than women generally do, as I have fairly shewn her to have done 
conimuijjcated to, me a Dialogue of considerable length, which after many years had 
.elapsed, .she wote down; as .ha\ing''passed. between Dr/'lohnson and her at this Interview. 
As I had not the least recollection of it, and did not dnd the smallest trace of it in my 
A iawtf . taken at the time,. I cou-id not .in consistency with my firm regard to authenticity, 
insert it in my work. It has, however, been published in “’The Gentleman’s Magazine 
for June, iws. It chiefiy relates to the principles of the sect called Qualrrs ; and no 
doubt the iady^ appears to have gjeatiy the advantage of Dr. Johnson in argument as 
well as^ expression. From what I have now stated, and from the interim! evidence of the 
paper itself, any one who may have the curiosity to peruse it, will judge ivhether it was 
wrong m me to reject it, however willing to gratify Mrs. Knowles. 
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I observed at ; breakfast ; that althoiigh', it was a part of his ji 

abstemioiis, discipline on this most' solemn fast, to take no jj 

milk in his, tea,' yet when Mrs. .Desmoulins inadvertently j : 

poured it in, he did not reject it. I ' talked of the strange ; [ 

indecision of, mind, and imbecility in the .common occurrences 1 1 

of life, which we 'to, ay observe in some ■ people. Johnson. ^ f 

^Why, Sir, I am in, the habit of getting -others, to do things . 1 

for me.” .BoswstL. What, Sir !' have, you that weakness?^’ ;i 

Johnson. “ Yes, Sir. But I always think .afterwards I should I'l 

have done better for myself” ' ' ■ . 1 !■ 

I told him. .at a gentleman’s .house- where' there was .| f 

thought to be such extravagance or bad management, .that he^ ■- .] ' 

was living much beyond his income, his lady had objected to, j ' 

the cutting of a pickled mango, and that I had taken an.oppor- ■■ , .j j 

t unity to ask the price of it, and found it was .only .two ' i ■ 
sliillings ; so here was a very poor saving. Johnson. “Sir,,.- ■ ...i; 
that is the blundering ceconomy of a narrow understanding. , It ■ .j 
is -Stopp'ing one .hole in a sieve.” ' . 

I expressed some inclination to publish an account of my [■[ 

Travels upon the continent of Europe, for. which I had a i j 

variety of . materials collected. Johnson. “I do not say, Sir, i l. 

you 'may not publish your travels ; but I give you my opinion,. ....'i ; 
that you would lessen yourself by it What can you .tell .of ,,,. , , 
countries -SO well known .as those upon the continent of ^ jf 

Europe, whiGh you have . visited ?. ” Boswell. “ But I can ' j ■ 

give an entertaining narrative, with many. incidents, anecdotes, 1 [ 

]eu:c desTriY, and remarks, .so as to .make .very pleasant read- ! 

ing,” Johnson. “ Why, Si.r, most modern travellers in Europe 
who have published their .travels,, have been- laughed ^at : I ; ■ 

would not have you added to the number.^' . The world is now ' ; 

not contented to be merely entertained by a traveller’s narrative; > I 

they want to learn something. ■ Now some of my friends asked ' \ 

me, why I did not give some, account of my travels in France. 

The reason is plain -; intelligent readers .. had seen more of ij 
France than I had. might . have liked,; my travels in If 

France, and The Club might- have, liked them but, upon the 
whole, there would have been more ridicule than good pro- 
duced by them.” Boswell. “ I cannot agree- with you, Sir. ■ j. 

People would like to read what you say of any thing. Suppose 
a face has been painted by fifty painters before ; still we love | 

to see it done by Sir Joshua,” Johnson. I “True, Sir, but Sir | ! 

i I believe, however, I shall follow my own opinion ; for the world has shewn a very - f 

ISattering partkiit3>' to my writings, on m,saiy occasions. . - * [ 
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Joshua cannot paint a face when he has not time to look on it ’ 
Boswell. “Sir, a sketch of any sort by him is valuable. And 
Sir, to talk to you in your own style (raising my voice, and 
shaking my head,) yon s/iou/d have given us your travels ir 
France.^ I am sure I am right, and i/iere’s an end on' i.” 

I said to him that it was certainly true, as my friend 
Dempster had observed in his letter to me upon the subject, 
that a great_^part of what was in his “ Journey to the Western 
Islands of Scotland,” had been in his mind before he left 
pndon. Johnson. “ Why yes, Sir, the topicks rvere and 
books of trpels will be good in proportion to what a man has 
previously in his mind; his knowing what to observe; his 
power of contrasting one mode of life with another. As the 
Spanish proverb says, ‘ He, who would bring home the wealth 
of &e Indies, must carry the wealth of the Indies with him.’ 
So it is in travelling ; a man must carry' knowledge with him, if 
he would bring home knowledge.” Boswell. “ The proverb, 
I suppose, Sir, means, he must carry a large stock with him to 
trade with.” Johnson. “Yes, Sir.” 

It was a delightful day : as we walked to St. Clement’s 
church, I again remarked that Fleet-street was the most cheer- 
tul scene_ in the world. “Fleet-street (said I,) is in my mind 
more delightful than Tempe.” Johnson. “ Ay, Sir ; but let it 
be compared with Mull.” 

There was a very numerous congregation to-day at St. 
Clements church, which Dr. Johnson said he observed with 
pleasure. ‘ 

And now 1 am to give a pretty full account of one of the 
most curious incidents in Johnson’s life, of which he himself 
has made the following minute on this day : “In my return 
from church, I was accosted by’ Edwards, an old feiiow- 
collegian, who had not seen me since 172Q. He knew me, 
and asked if I remembered one Edwards;' I did not at first 
lecoLect the name, but'gradually as we vvalked along, recovered 
It, and told him a conversation that had passed at an alehouse 
between us. My purpose is to continue our acquair.tanca.” - 

It was in Butefaer-row that this meeting happened. ” Sir. 
.EdwaidSj who ... was ■, a dccent-lookiiig eldWly roan. i.!i 
clothes, and a wig ... of;, ■ma.ny ' curls, accosted Tohnson Sdth 
familiar confidence, knowing who he was, while Johnson re- 
turned his salutation with a courteous formality, as to a 
Stranger, But as soon as KdwflrdR K.arl 'k:„ 
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recollection their' having been at Pernbroke-College together 
; nme-aiKi-forty years, ago,' he seemed, much , pleased, asked 
where he lived, and said he should be glad to see him in" 
Bolt-court Edwards. Ah, Sir!' we are. old men now.” 
J0.HNS0N, (who never liked to think O'f being' old :) Don’t let 
us. discourage one another.” Edwards. “ Why, , Doctor, yoir 
look stout and hearty, !■ am happy to-, see you^ so y for'' the 
newspapers '.told us you were very ill” -Johnson. Ay, Sir, 
they are always telling lies of us old fellowsl^ 

Wishing to be present at more of so .singular a conversation 
as thvat between two fellow-coiiegians, who had lived forty years 
in London,' without ever having chanced to meet, I ■whispered 
to Mr. Edwards that ,Dr. Johnson was going homeland that he 
had better accompany him now. So . Edwards -walked . along ' 
with us, I eagerly assisting to keep up the conversation. ■ Mr. 
Edwards informed Dr. Johnson that he 'bad practised long as a 
, solicitor in Chancery, but that he now lived in. the country upon 
a little farm, about sixty acres, just by Stevenage in Hertford- 
shire, .and that he came to London (to Barnard’s Inn, No. 6,} 
generally twice a week. Johnson .appearing to me in a reverie, 
Edwards addressed himself to me, and expatiated on the 
pleasure of living in the country. Boswell. “ I have no notion 
of this, Sir. What you have to entertain you, is, L think, ex- 
hausted in half an hour.” Edwards. ‘‘'What ? don’t .you love 
to have hope realized ? I see my grass, and my corn, and my 
trees growing.' Now, for. instance, I am' curious to see if. this, 
frost has not nipped, my fruit-trees.” Johnson, (who we did 
.not imagine vras attending :) You- find, 'Sir, you have fears as 
.well as hopes.” — So well did he see 'the whole, .when an.other ' 
saw but the half of a subject 

When we got to Dr. Johnson’s house, and were'Seated'in'..his - 
library, the dialogue went ' on admirably. .Edwards. ^^ Sir,'! 
remember you would not let' us prodigious zt College.- For" 
even then, Sir, (turning to me,)he'w?^s delicate' in language, and ' 
we all feared Johnson, {to- Edwards :) ''From your 

having practised the law long, Sir, I 'presume .you must be - rich.” 
Edwards. “ No, Sir ; " I got a good deal of money ; but I had' 
a number of poor relations to. whom I gave a great part of it'’”. 
Johnson. *”Sir, you have been rich in the most valuable sense 
of the word.” Edwards., , But I shall not die rich.” J ohnson* 

1 Johnson said to me afterwards, they respected me for literature and . yet .. it - 
was not ^eat but by comparison. 'Sir, ' It is amazing 'how little literature there Is in the 
world." 
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**Nay, sure, Sir, it-is-' better to ./w ,rich^ than to die rich.” 
Edwards. “I wish 'I. had' continued 'at College.” Johnson. 
fi« Why do you wish that,' Sir ? ” ' Edwards. Because I think 
I should have had a much easier life than mine has been. I 
should have been a parson, ' and had ' 'a good living, like 
Bloxham and several others, and lived comfortably.” Johnson. 
'■'Sir, the life of a parson, of- a coiiscieiitious clergyman, is not 
easy. I have always considered a clergyman as the father of a 
larger family than iie is able to maintain. I would rather have 
Chancery suits upon my hands. 'than the cure of souls. No, 
Sir, I do not envy a clergyman's life as an easy life, nor do I 
envy the clergyman who makes it an easy life.”* — Here taking 
himself :up ail of a sudden, he exclaimed, O 1 Mr. Edwards ! 
Fli' convince you that I. recollect you. Do you remember our 
drinking together at an alehouse near Pembroke gate. At that 
time, you told me of -the Eton boy, who, when verses on our 
Saviour^s turning water into wine 'ivere prescribed as an 
exercise, brought up a single, line, which was highly .admired : 

* Vidit et erabuit lympha pudica Dsum'.’ ^ 

and I told you of another fine line in * Camden’s Remains,’ an 
eulogy upon one of our Kings, wrlio was succeeded by his ,soo, 
a prince of equal merit : 

‘ Mira cano, So! occubuk, nox, nulla secata est,'*'’* ' .. . 

Edwards. “You are a philosopher, Dr. Johnson. ■ I' have 
tried too in my time to be a philosopher; but, I. don’t know 
how, cheerfulness ' was always breaking in.”— Mr. Burke, Sir 
Joshua Reynolds, Mr. Courtenay, Mr. .Malone, and, indeed, all 
the eminent men ■to whom' I have mentioned this, have thought 
.it an exquisite trait of character. The truth is, that philosophy, 
like religion, is too generally, sup'posed .to be hard and severe, 
at least so grave as to exclude all gaiety. * 

Ed’Wards. “I have" been twice married, Doctor, You, 

l['Tbis 'line .'iaas frequently., been attributed to Diyden, when .a King’s Bcholar ^at 
Westminster. But neither Eton nor Westminster have in truth any claim to itj the line 
being .borrowed, 'With a 'slight., change, (as Mr. ^Bindley has observed to me,) from_^an 
Epigram", by Richard Crashaw, -.which was published in his EinGaA,M.%iATA Sacrx\, iirsi 
.'printed '.at Cambridge -'without the authour’s name, in ^1634, Svo. — The o.riginal- ,.i.s '.much 
more elegant than the copy, 'the water, being personified, and the word on which thf 
point of die Epigram tarns, oeing reserved to the close of the line t 

-.- “Joann. 2. 

“'Aquas -in vinum vers*. 

“ Dade rubor', vestris et non sua purpura lymphis ! 

. .Quae rosa mirantes tam nova mutat aquas ? 

. N-umen, coavivae, prasseas agnoscite numen, 

Nympba pudica Deum vidit, et eruBidL” — M.] 
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I suppose, have never known what' it was to have a wife.^* 
Johnson. “Sir, I have /known what 'it was to have a wife, and 
(ill a solemn tender faultering tone) I have known what it .was 'to 
ime a wife.— It had almost broke my heart” 

Edwards, How do you live, Sir? For, my part, I must 
have my regular meals, and a glass of good wine. : I .find I 
require it.” Johnson. “I now drink no wine. Sir. Early in 
, life I drank wine: for many years' I drank none.,' I then for 
some years drank a great deal.” Edwards. ‘hSome diogs- 
heads, I warrant you.” ■ Johnson. '“I then had a, severe 
illness, and left it ' off, and'' I .have -never begun it again. 
I never felt any difference upon mys'elf .from 'eating one thing 
rather than another, nor from one kind of weather rather than, 
another. There are ' people, I believe, who feel a difference ; 
but I am not one of them. And as to regular meals,. I have 
'"7 , , fasted from the Sunday’s dinner to the Tuesday’s dinner, 
y , ' without any inconvenience. I believe it is best to eat just as 
one is hungry : but a man who is in business, or a man who 
has a ' family, ' must have stated meals. ' I am a straggler. 

: I may leave this town and go to Grand Cairo, without being 
/., : missed here or observed .there.” Edwards. “Don’t you eat 
supper, Sir ? ” Johnson. “ No, Sir.” Edwards. “ For my part, 
now, I consider supper as a turn-pike 'through which one must 
pass, 'ill order. to get to bed.” ^ , * 

Johnson. “You are a lawyer, Mr. Edwards. ,Lawye.rs 
J know life practically. A bookish man. 'should. always have them 
to converse with. .They have 'what' he wants.” Edwards. 
“lam grown old: I. am sixty-five.” ■ -Johnson. “T shall be^ 
sixty-eight next birthday.. Come, Sir, .drink water, and put in 
for a hundred.” 

Mr. Edwards mentioned a gentleman who had left his whole 
fortune to Pembroke College. 'Johnson. “ Whether . to .. leave 
one’s whole fortune, to' a Co.llege 'be right, -must depend upon 
circumstances. I would' leave.' the interest of the fortune .'! 

^ bequeathed to a College to my relations -..or my friends, for 
their lives. It is the' same, thing, 'to a.- College, which ,■ is/ a,, 
permanent society, whether it gets the ' money now or twenty 
years hence ; and I would wish to make my relations or friends 
feel the benefit of it.” 

This interview confirmed my opinion of Johnson’s most 
humane and benevolent heart. ' His' . cordial and placid 

1 1 am not absolutely sure but . tbfe. .was my own ' suggestion, though it is truly in the 
. character of Edwards. 
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behaviour to an old fellow' collegian,. a , .man . so different from 
himself ; and his telling ^ him that lie would go down, to his 
farm and. visit him, shewed a kindness of. disposition very rare 
at an advanced age. He .observed, “how wonderful it was 
that they had. both been in London forty years, without having 
ever o.nce met, and both walkers in ■ the street too!" Mr! 
Edwards, when going -away, again recurred to his consciousness 
, of ■■■ senility, and looking .full in Johnson's Tace, said . to liim,, 
“ .Youl! . find . in Dr. Young, 

^ O my coevals 1 ■ remnants of yourselves. 

Johnson did not relish, this 'at all: but shook his head with 
impatience. Edwards walked off seemingly highly-pleased with 
the ,, honour of having been thus noticed by Dr. Tohnson. 
When he was gone, I said to Johnson, I thought him but a , 
weak man. Johnson. “ Why, yes. Sir. Here is a man who 
has passed through life without experience : yet I would rather' 
have him with me than a more sensible man who will not talk 
readily.' This man is always willing to say what he has to" say." 
Yet Dr. Johnson had himself by no means that wiHiiigiiess. 
which he praised so much, and I think so justly ; for who has not 
felt the painful effect of the dreary void, when there is a tota.l 
silence in a company, for any 'length of time ; or, •which is' as 
bad, o,r perhaps worse, when the conversation is with difficiilt'y 
kept up by a perpetual effort ? 

Johnson .once observed to me, “ Tom Tyers described me.^ 
the best f ‘ Sir, (said he,) you are like a ghost; ...you never speak 
till you are spoken to.’' ”.' ■ 

■ The gentleman ■.’whom lie thus familiarly mentioned, was Mr* 
Thomas Tyers, son of .Mr.. Jonathan Tyers,. the founder of that 
excellent place . of publick amusement, Yaiixliail Gardens, which 
must ever be .an, estate to its proprietor, as it is peculiarly 
adapted to the taste of the English nation ; there being a 
mixture of curious shew,— gay ■exhibitio.n,-—musick, vocal and 
instrumental, not too: refined for the general ear for all which 
only a shilling is paid- ; V and, though last, not least, good eating 
and drinking for those- '-who' .choose to purchase that regale" 
Mr. Thomas Ty.e.rs- was /bred to the law ; but having a hand- 
some fortune, vivacity of temper, and eccentricity of mind, he 

i In summer, 1792, additionaland more expensive decorations havini? been introduced, 
.the .price of .admission was raised ' to '.two shillings. I cannot approve of this. The 
company may be more select'; but 'a .number of the honest commonalty are, I fear, 
excluded from sharing ..-in -elegant and innoce-nt entertainment. An attempt to abolish the 
..one-shilliing gallery at 'the. play-house has.heen very properly counteracted. 
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coilid not confine himself to the regularity ' of practice. He 
therefoie ran about the world with .a .pleasant carelessness^,^ 
amusing eyery body by his desultory conversation. ■ He- 
abounded .in anecdotej but was^. not sufficiently attentive 
accuracy. therefore cannot venture to avail myself much of 
a biogiaphical sicetch ol Johnson which he published, being 
one among the various persons ambitious ■ of appending, their 
mamesatodhat of my illustrious friend. ■ That sketch is, how- 
ever, an entertaining little collection of fragments. ..Those 
, which he, published of Pope and Addison are of higher' merit ; 
but his. iameniustchieSy rest .upon his ‘‘Political Conferences/' 
ill Vviiich he introaiices several' eminent- persons delivering their 
sentiments in the way of dialogue, and discovers a considerable 
share, .of learning, various knowledge, and discernment ' of 
•chaiactei. 1. his much may I be allowed to say of' a man who-* 
was exceedingly obliging to me, and who lived with Dr. 

. , Johnson in as easy a manner as almost any of his.verw 
numerous acquaintance. " 

Mr. Edwards had said to me aside, that Dr. Johnson 
should have been of a profession. I repeated the remark to 
Johnson that I might have his own thoughts on the subject. 
Johnson. “Sir, it wouM ha.ve been better that I had been of 
a profession.^ I ought to have been a lawyer.” Boswell. 
“I do not think, Sir, it would have been better, for we should 
not have had the English Dictionary.” Johnson. “But you 
j would have had Reports.” Boswell. “Aye; but there 
would not have been another, who could have written the 
Dictionary. There have been very many good Judges. 
Suppose you had been Lord Chancellor; you would have 
delivered opinions with more extent of mind, and in a more 
ornamented manner, than perhaps any Chancellor ever did^ 
or ever will do. But, I believe, causes have been as judici- 
ously decided as you could have done.” Johnson. “Yes, 
Sir. Property has been as w’ell settled.” I 

Jolinson, however, had a noble ambition floating in his 
miivd, and had, undoubtedly, often speculated on the possibility 
of his supereminent powers being rewarded in this great and 
libaal country by the highest honours of the State. Sir 
\Villian-! Scott informs me, that upon the death of the late Lord 
Lichfield, who was Chancellor of the University of Oxford, he 
said to Johnson, “What a, pity it is. Sir, that you did not 
foiiow the profession of the law. You might have been Lord 
Chancellor of Great Britain, and attained to the dignity of the 
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peerage ; and now that the title of Lichfield^ your native cityj is 
extinct, you might have had itd' Johnson, upon this, seemed 
much agitated ; and, in an angry tone, exclaimed, “ Why will 
you,. vex me by suggesting .this, .w,he!i it is' too late? ” 

But he did not repine at the prosperity of others, "riie late 
Dr. Thomas Leland told Mr. Courtenay, that wlien Mr. 
Edmund Burke shewed Johnson his hue house and lands 
near Beaconsfield, Johnson coolly said, equide'm ijwideo ; 

Yet no man had a higher notion of the dignity of literature than 
Johnson, or was more determined in maintaining the respect 
which he justly considered as due to it. Of this, besides* the 
general tenor of his conduct in society, some characteristical 
instances may be mentioned. 

He told Sir Joshua Reynolds, that once when he dined in a 
numerous company of booksellers, where the room being srnrJIj 
the head of the table, at which he sat, was almost close" to the 
lire, he persevered in sufTering a great deal of inconvenience 
from the heat, rather than quit his place, and let one of them 
■ sit .above him. 

Goldsmith, in his diverting simplicity, complained one day, 
in a mixed company, of Lord Camden, “ I met him (said he) 
at Lord Clare’s house in the country, and he took no more 
notice of me ^ than if I had been an ordinary man,” The 
company having laughed heartily, Johnson stood forth in 
defence of his friend. Nay, Gentlemen, (said he,) Dr. 
Goldsmith is in the right. A nobleman ought ’to liave'iiiade 
up Jo such a man as Goldsmith ; and I 'think it is much 
against Lord Camden that he neglected hiiii.” 

Nor couid he patiently^ endure to hear, that such respect as 
he thought due only to higher intellectual qualiiics. slidiild he 

1 1 am not eBtireiy without suspicion tnat Johnson may hriA? folt a Knit* mf'.uifnUtvtv 
tiiYf ; for no man loved the good things of this life better than 'ne did ; and fee c.ndd ur t 
hut be conscious that he deserved a much larger share of then., than ie e"’er a.k. 

I attempted in a news-paper to comment on the above passage in' the manner of Warl 
burton, who must be allowed to have shewn uncommon ingenuity, in giving to anv 
authotir’s texj whatever meaning he chose it shculd carry. As this imitation may amusa 
iny readers,^ I shall here .introduce it ; ■ . ■ 

“ No saying of Dr, Johnson’s has been more misunderstood than his appIvin'-T in JiIr. 
Burke wdien he first saw him at his fine place at Beaconsfield, eguiWem Ik'Li • 
m?ror maxi's. These two celebrated men had been friends for many vears beforeWrl 
curke entered on his parliamentary career. They %vere both wTiters 'both members of 


asserted an exemption from envyj nan eqtiid^m invidta^ he -went on in the \TOrds of the 
poet, mirarmaps ; thereby signifying, either that he was occupied in admiring what he 
to see; or, perhaps, that considering the genera! lot of men of siioeriour 
abilities, he w'ondered, that Fortune, who is represented as blind, should, in this 
ttlstance, have been so just. 
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bestowed on men of slighter, though perhaps more amusing, ;• 

talents.. I: told him, 3 ,that, one morning, when I went to break- 
fast with CSarrick, who was ^ very vain of his intimacy with Lord 
Camden, he accosted me ' thus Pray ■■ now, did you — did | 

you meet.a little lawyer turning the corner, eh?” — *^No, Sir, i| 

(said I.) Pray what do you mean by the question ? ” — Why, ji 

.(replied 'Garrick, with an affected .indifference, yet as if standing 
on tip-toe,) Lord Camden has this moment left' me.' . We have . ' ■ 

had a . long v/alk together.” Johnson. “'Well, Sir, Garrick' ' - . 1 

talked very properly. Lord Comden was- a ' lawyer to he' ^ 

associating' so familiarly w-ith a player.” ' ' 

" ' Sir ' Joshua Reynolds observed, with great truth, that Johnson 
considered Garrick to be as it were property. He would 
allow no man either to blame or to praise Garrick in his 
presence, without contradicting him. 

Plaving fallen into a very serious frame of mind, in which ''-j 
mutual expressions of kindness passed between , us, such as / , 

would be thought too vain in me to repeat, I talked with regret 
of the sad inevitable certainty that one of us must survive the 
other. Johnson. ^''Yes, Sir, that is an affecting consideration. 

I remember Swift, in one of his letters to Pope, says, 
intend to come over, that we may meet once more ; and when 
we must part, it is what happens to all human beings.’ ” 
Bos'well. “The hope that we shall see our departed friends 
again must support the mind.” Johns.on. “Why, yes, Sir.” ^ 
Boswell. “There is a strange unwillingness to part with life, . 
independent of.s.erious fears, as to futurity.. , A reverend , friend 
of ours (naming him) tells me, that he feels an uneasiness ' at 
the thoughts of leaving his house, his study, his boG,ks.” : 
Johnson. “This, is foolish in A man need,, not, be 

uneasy on these grounds ;; for, as he will retain his , conscious- 
ness, he may say wuth the philosopher, fa tnea mecum 
portoP Boswell. “True,' Sir ;, we may- carry our books in 
our heads ; but 'still - there, is something painful in the thought 
of leaving for ever what has given us. pleasure. I remember, 
many years ago, when my imagination was warm, and I 
!?^peiied to be in a melancholy’, mood, it -distressed me to 
think of going into a state of being in '■ which Shakspeare's 
poetry did not exist. A lady whom I then much admired, a 
very amiable woman, humoured my fancy, and relieved me by 
saying, ^ The first thing you will 'meet in the other world, will 
be an elegant copy of Shakspeare’s works' -'presented to you.’^® 


'1 CSee oil ,th,e same subject, a-nie, vol. i. .p. 420.'— M4 
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Dr. Johnson smiled benignantly at this, and did not appear to 
disapprove of the notion. 

, ' , We went to St, Clement’s church again in the afternoon, ' 
and then returned and dranhtea and coffee in .Mrs. Williams’s, 
room ; Mrs. Desmoulins doing- the lionoiirs of the tea-tabie. . I 
observed that he- would not' even look at the' proof-sheet of ,his 

Life of Waller” on Good. Friday. 

■ Mr.. ..Alien,. the printer, -brought a book o.!i. agriculture, which 
.was printed, and was- soon to be published. ■ .It was a very 
strange performance, the authour having 'mixed in. it Iiis own 
thoughts upon various topicks, along /with his remarks on 
plowing, . sowing, and other farming ope.ratioriS.. . He seemed 
to be an absurd profane fellow, and had introduced in his 
.book many snee.rs at religion, with equal, ignorance and 
conceit. Dr. Johnson permitted me to read some passages 
aloud. One was that he resolved to work on Sunday, and did 
work, but he owmed he felt some weak compunction ; and. lie 
had this very curious ..reflection : — ‘‘I was bom in the wilds of 
Christianity, and the briars and thorns still hang about me.” 
Dr. Johnson could not help laughing at this ridiculous image, 
yet was very angry at the fellow’s impiety. However, (said 
he,) the Reviewers will make him ' hang himself.” '' He, .how-' 
ever, observed, “that formerly there might have been,,' a 
dispensation obtained for working on Sunday in the time .of' 
harvest,” Indeed in, ritual observances, were all the ministers 
of religion what- they should be, and' what many of them 
are, such a power might be wisely and sa'fely lodged with the 
Church. 

On Saturday, April i8, I. drank tea with him. He praised 
the .late, -M.r. Dimcombe/ of ■'Ganterbiiry, as a pleasing man. 
^Mi,e used to come' to me-; I d.id not' seek much after kirn, 
.Indeed I.' never sought much after any body.” Boswkll. 
.“Lord' Orrery, I -suppose.”, , Johnson. “No, Sir; I never 
went to him but when he sent tor me.-”-- Boswell. “ Richard- 
son?” Johnson. “Yes, Sir. -:But I sought after George 
Psalmanazar the most. I used ' .to go and ' sit .with him at an 
alehouse in the city.” 

I am happy to mention another instance which I discovered 
of. his seeking after z, man of merit. Soon after the Honourable 
Dairies Barrington bad published his excellent “Observations 

I |Wi.!Ham,'Duncombe,,Esq. ■ He married the sister of John Hughes, the poet; was 
:the authour of.-two tragedies, and other ingenious productions j and died Feb. 26.-' -1769, 
.ag-ed-7g.- — M.] - 
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on the Statutes,” ^ Johnson waited on that worthy and learned 
gentleman ; and, having told him his name, courteously said, 

; 1 have read your book, Sir, with great pleasure, and wish to 
oe oetter known to you.” Thus began an acquaintance, 

which was contmued with mutual regard as loos as Tohnson 

uvea. ■ ■ ^ 

^ Talking of a recent seditious delinquent, he said, “They 
snould set him in the pillory, that he may be punished in a 
way that would disgrace him.” I observed, that the pillory 
doe.s not always disgrace. And I mentioned an instance of a 
gentleman, who I thought was not dishonoured by it. John- 
son. Ay, but he was, Sir. He could not mouth and strut as 
ae used to do, after having been there. People are not willing 
to ask a man to their tables, who has stood in the pillory.” 

The gentleman who had dined with us at Dr. Percy’s 2 ' came 
in. Johnson attacked the Americans with intemperate 
V eheiiiciilce Oa aoiisc, I said sometliiiig in their favour ; and 
added, that I was always sorry, when he talked on that 
subject, riiis, it seemSj exasperated him; though he said' ' 
nothing at the time. . The cloud was charged with sulphureous 
vapour, which w’-as afterwards to burst in thunder.— We talked ' 
of a gentleman who was running out his fortune in London * 
and I said, “ We must get him out of it. All his friends must 
quarrel with him,, and that will soon drive him away.’* ^ John- 
SON. “ Nay, Sir, we ll send jwa! to him. If your company does 
not drive a man out of his house, nothing will.” This was a 
horrible shock, for which there was no visible cause. I after- 
wards asked him, why he had said so harsh a thing. Johnson. 

“ Because, Sir, you made me angry about the Americans.’’ 
Boswell. “But why did you not take your revenge directly ? ” 

J OHNSON. (smiling) “ Because, Sir, I had nothing ready. A 
man cannot strike till he has his weapons.” This was a candid 
and pleasant confession. 

He sfaew'ed me to-night his drawing-room, very genteelly 
fitted up; and .said, “Mrs. Thrale sneered, when I talked of 
my having asked you and your lady to live at my house. I 
was obliged to tell her, that you would be in as respectable a 
situation in my house as in hers. Sir, the insolence of wealth 
will creep out.” Boswell. “She has a little both of the 
insolence of wealth, and the conceit of parts.” Johnson. 

“ The insolence of wealth is a wretched thing.; but the conceit 

1 Uto. 1766. The worthy authonr died many years after Johnson, March 13, 1800, 

aged about 74.*— M. 2 . 

s Seep. 198 of this voteme. 
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of parts has some foundation. To be sure, it should not be. 
But who is without it?” Boswell. Yourself, Sir.” John- 
son. Why, I play no tricks : I lay no traps.” Boswell. 

Sir. You are six feet high, and you only do not stoop.” 

: , We talked of the numbers of people that sometimes have 
composed the households of great families. I mentioned that 
there w^ere ■ a hundred in the family of the . present Earl of 
Eglintoune’s father. Dr. Johnson seeming to doubt it, I 
began to enumerate, “Let us see:, my Lord and ..niy .Ladj^'^ 
two.”' ■ Johnson. Nay, Sir, if you are to cou,nt by twos, you 
may be long enough.” Bosw^ell. “Well, but now I add. two 
sons and seven daughters, and a servant for each, -that'. .will 
make. twenty; so we have the fifth part already.” ' Johnson. 
“Very .true. You get at twenty pretty readily; but you will 
not so easily get further on. We grow to five feet pretty 
readily ; but it is not so easy to grow to seven.” 

.On Sunday, ^ April 19, being Easter, day, after the solemnities 
of the festival in St. PauFs Church, I visited him, but could not 
stay to dinner. I expressed a wish to have the arguments for 
Christianity always in readiness, that my religious faith might 
be as firm and clear as any proposition whatever, so that I need 
not be under the least uneasiness, wiien it should be attacked. 
Johnson. “ Sir, you cannot answer all objections. You' have 
demonstration for a First Cause : you see he must be good as 
.''Well as powerful, because- there is nothing to make, ^him other- 
wise, and goodn'ess of itself is preferable. Yet you have against 
this, what is very certain, the unhappiness of human life. "This, 
however, gives us reason ..to hope for a- future state of compens- 
ation, that there may be a perfect system. But of that we were 
not sure, till we had a positive revelation.” I told him, that 
his “ Rasselas ” had often made me unhappy ; for it represented 
the misery^ of human life so well, and convincingly to a 
thinking mind, that if at any time the impression wore" off, and 
I felt myself easy, I began to suspect some delusion. 

On Monday, April 20, I found him at home in the morning. 
We talked of a gentleman who we apprehended w^as gradually 
involving his circumstances by bad management. Johnson. 
“Wasting a fortune is evaporation by a thousand imperceptible 
means. If it were a stream, they'd stop it. You must speak 
to him. It is really miserable. Were he a gamester, it could 
be said he had hopes of winning. Were he a bankrupt in trade, 
he might have grown rich ; but he has neither spirit to spend* 
nor resolution to spare. He does not spend fast enough to 
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: .have pleasure;, from it*: ■ ; He has the crime of prodigality, and 
the.^ wietchedness ' of ' parsimony. : If a man is killed in a duel, 
he IS killed as many a one has been, killed ; ' but it is a sad thing 
for a, man to lie down and die^ to bleed. to death, because he 
ii«as^^not fortitude enough to sear' the wound, or eveO' to stitch it 
up.” I cannot but pause a moment^ to admire the fecundity of 
fancy, and choice of language, which in this instance, and, 
indeed, on almost all occasions, he displayed. It was well 
observed by Dr. Percy, now Bishop of Dromore, “The 
conversation of Johnson is strong and clear, and may be 
compared to an antique statue, where every vein and muscle 
IS distinct and bold. Ordinary conversation resembles an 
mferiour cast.” 

On Saturday, April 25, I dined with him at Sir Joshua 
Reynolds’s, with the learned Dr. Musgrave,i Counsellor T j^lanH 
ol Ireland, son to the historian, Mrs. Cholmondeley, and some 
more ladies. “The Project,” a new poem, was read to the 
company by Dr. Musgrave. Johnson. “Sir, it has no power. 
Were it not for the well-known names with which it is filled, it 
would be nothing : the names carry the poet, not the poet the 
names.” Musgrave. “A temporary poem always entertains 

us.” Johnson. “ So does an account of the criminals hanged 

yesterday entertain us.” 

He proceeded “ Demosthenes Taylor, as he was called, 
(that is, the Editor of Demosthenes) was the most silent man, 
the merest statue of a man that I have ever seen. I once dined 
in company with him, and all he said during the whole time 
was no rnore than Richard. How a man should say only 
Richard, it is not easy to imagine. But it was thus; Dr. 
Douglas was talking of Dr. Zachary Grey, and ascribing to him 
something that was written by Dr. Richard Grey. So, to 
correct him, Taylor said, (imitating his affected sententious 
emphasis and nod) ‘ 

Mrs. Cholmondeley, in a high flow of spirits, exhibited some 
lively sallies of hyperbolical compliment to Johnson, with whom 
she had been Jong acquainted, and was very easy. He was 
quick in catching the manner of the moment, and answered 
her somewhat in the style of the hero of a romance, “Madam, 
you cro\vn me with unfading laurels.” 

I happened, I know not how, to say that a pamphlet meant 

1 Samuel Musgrave M.D. Editor of Euripides, and authour of "Dissertations on the 
TjwUtt.— aif"'*®'’ death, by the learned Mr. ; 
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a prose piece. Johnson. “ No, Sir. A few sheets of poetry 
unbound are a pamphlet, ^ as much as a few sheets of prose.” 

Mitsgrave. “A pamphlet may be understood to mean a 
poetical piece in Westmioster-Hall, that is, in formal language ; 
but in common language it is understood to mean prose,” 
JOHNSOK. (and here was one of the many instances of his 
knowing clearly and telling exactly how a thing is,) “A pamph- 
let is understood in common language to mean prose^ oniy froiii 
this, that there is so much more' prose written than poetry ; as 
when' we say a prose is understood for, the same reason, 
though -a book may as -well be in poetry, as in prose. We 
understand ^vhat is most general, and . we, 'name what is less 
frequent”' 

' We talked of a lady’s verses on Ireland., Miss Reynolds. 
‘*Have you seen them, Sir?” JoH'NSON. ^hNo, Madam, I 
.' have seen a translation from Horace, by one.' of her daughters, 
'.She shewed it me'.” Miss Reynolds., “And how was it, 

' Sir?” Johnson. “.Why, very well for a young Miss’s verses,;— 
that is to s.ay, compared with excellerxe, ■ nothing'; "buh very 
well, .for the person who wrote them. I ani ,'vexed at 'being 
-shewn verses -in that manner.” Miss Reynolds; B'ut if they ,' 
should be good, why not give them heart}’' praise ? ” Johnson, 

“ Why, Madam, because I have not then got the better of my 
bad humour from having been shewn them. You must 
conside.t. Madam; before-hand they may be bad as well as 
good. Nobody has a right to put another under such a 
difficulty, that he must either hurt the person by telling the 
truth, or hurt himself by telling wliai is not true,” Boswell. 
“A man often shews his writings to people of taiiinencej to 
obtain from them, either from their good-nature, or from thei?^ 
not l)eing able to tell the truth firmly, a commeiidatio!!, o! 
which he may afterwards avail ] zmnsoh. “ Very true, 

Sir. Therefore the man, who is asked by an aiithonr what Iie 
Ihinks of his work, is put to the torture, and is not obliged to 
spea.k the truth ; so that what he says is net considered Jis iiis 
opinion; yet he has said it, and cannot retract it; and thi.s 
authour, when mankind are hunting him wkh a camiister at 
his tail, can say, ‘ I would not have published, had not J ohnson, 
or Reynolds, or Musgrave, or some other good Judge coni- 

1 [Dr. Jolinson is here perfectly correct, and is supported bj’ the usage of preceding 
writers. Sc in MtJSAEUM Deucw!:, a colkctioa ol poems, Svo. 1-656, (the writer is 
speaking of Sttckiing’s-piay entitled AGLAtiHA, printed in folio): 


<*This great voluminous famfhilet may be said, 
^ aVLelike pn«.sthat ■ hath 'inore/.ha!r than, head 
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^°’'k ’ 1 ,^®‘ ^ consider it as a very difficult question 
in conscience, ^whether one should advise a man not to publish 
a work, if profit be his object; for the man may say, ‘Had it 
not been for you, I should have had the money.’ Now you 
^^kr°i y°ci have only your own opinion, and the 

publick may think very differently.” Sir Joshua Reynolds. 
I, to tk '^f°",S“ch an occasion have two judgements ; one 
the work, the other as to what may 
please the general taste at the time.” Johnson. “ But you can 
oe sur, of neither ; and therefore I should scruple much to 

Goldsmith’s comedies were once 
reluscd , ffiis first by Garrick, his second by Colman, who was 
prevailea on at last by much solicitation, nay, a kind of force, 

thi5 wouwf ■ Wakefield’ I myself did not 

thmk .vould have haa much success. It was written and sold 
o a bookseller, before his ‘Traveller;’ but published after; so 
little expertation had the bookseller from it. Had it been sold 
after the Traveller, he might have had twice as much money 
guineas was no mean price. The book- 
aelier had of Goldsmith^s reputation from ^ The ' 

rraveller in the sale, though Goldsmith had it not in selling 
the copy. Sir Joshua Reynolds. “The Beggar’s Opera 
affords a proof how strangely people will differ in opinion 
about a literary performance. Burke thinks it has no merit.” 

J OHNSON. “ It was refused by one of the houses ; but I should 
have thought it would succeed, not from any great ’excellence 
m the writing, but from the novelty, and the general spirit and 
gaiety Oi Jhe piece, which keeps the audience ahvays attentive, 

,, ..alia clismissGs diem in good .humourd^'-' 

^ We ¥/ent to the drawing-room, .where was a considerable 
increase of company. Several of us .got round Dr. [o,hnson 
and complmoed that he would not .give us an exact ' cataloime '' 
Oi his^ works, that there' might be a -complete edition. - lie 
sinileci, and evaded our entreaties. That he intended to 'do it, ' ' 
1 nave no aoiibt, because I have' heard him say so ; and I 
have m my ^ possession ^ an . imperfect-; list, fairly written out, 
which he entities StudioTUM^ ' I once got from' one of 

his mends a list, which the.re was pretty good reason to suppose 
was accurate, for it w^as written down in his presence by this 
friend, wlio^ enumerated each article aloud, and had some of 
them mentioned to him by Mr. Levett, in concert with whom 
it was made out; and Johnson, who heard all this, did not 
contradict it But when I shewed a copy of this list to him, 
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and mentioned the evidence for its exactness, he laughed and 
said, “I was willing to let them go on as they pleased, and 
never interfered/’ Upon which I read it to him, article by 
article, and got him positively to own , or refuse; and then, 
having obtained certainty 'so .far,,. I got some other articles 
confirmed by him directly, and afterwards, from time to time,' 
made additions under his sanction. 

His friend, Ed-ward .Cave, having been' ' mentioned, , he . told 
us, “Cave used to sell ten thousand of ‘The Gentleman’s 
Magazine / yet: such was then his minute attention and anxiety 
that the sale should not suffer the, smallest decrease^ that , he 
would name a particular person who he heard had talked of 
leaving off the ^Magazine, and would say, ‘ Let us have something 
good next month/ ” 

It was observed, that avarice was inherent in some dis- 
positions. Johnson. “ No man was born a miser, because no 
man was born to possession. Every man is born cupidm— 
desirous of getting ; but ' not marus — desirous of keeping.” 
Boswell. “ I have heard old Mr. Sheridan maintain, . with 
much ingenuity, that a complete miser is a happy man ;' a 
miser who gives himself wholly to the one passion of saving.” 
Johnson, “That is flying, in the face of all the world, who 
: have called an avaricious man a miser, because he is miserable. 
No, Sir, a man who both spends and saves money is the 
happiest man, because he has both enjoyments.” 

The cortversation having turned on Ben-Mois, he quoted, 
from one of the Am, m exquisite instance of flattery in a maid 
of honour in France, who being asked by the .Queen what 
'o’clock,, it was, answered, “What your Majesty pleases.” He 
admitted that Mr. Burke’s classical pun ■ upon, Mr. Wilkes’s 
being carried on the shoulders of the mob, 

numerisque'fertur. 

Lege solittus/' 

was admirable ; and though he was strangely unwilling to allow 
to that extraordinary man the talent of wit/ he also laughed 
with approbation at another of his playful conceits ; which was, 

.1 See this, question folly investigated in the Notes upon my ” Journal of a Tour to the 
Hebrides,” 3rd edit, p. (Aug. xs)*' . . And here, as a lau^^er mindful of the maxim Smmz 
mique irii I cannot forbear .to .mention, that the additional Note bemnning with 
find since the former edition, J is not mine, but was obligingly furnished by Mr. Malone, 
'^who was so .'kind as to. superintend the press wh.ile I waS' in Scotland, and the first 'part ■ of 
the second edition ^was printing. He would not allow me to ascribe it to its proper 
authour ; but, m kis exquisitely 'acute and elegant, 1 talce this opportunity, without his 
knowledge, to do him justice. 
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SrlS"™;: ” 8lv«n . da«ipdo„ of . good 

" Est modus In rebus, sunt certi denique fines ; ’ ^ 

tharis to^say, a as to the tithes, and certain fines” 

^ He observed, “A man cannot with propriety speak of 
himself,^ except he relates simple facts; as, ‘I was at Rich- 
‘ depends on mensuration; as, ‘lam six feet 

.®.' 1 sure he has been at Richmond; he is sure he is 

SIX feet high : but he cannot be sure he is wise, or that he has 
any other excellence._ Then, all censure of a man’s self is 
obique praise. It is in order to shew how much he can spare. 
It has all the invidiousness of self-praise, and all the reproach 
of falsehood. Boswell. “ Sometimes it may proceed from a 
man s strong consciousness of his faults being observed. He 
knows that others would throw him down, and therefore he 
had better he down softly of his own accord.” 

_ On Tuesday, April 28, he was engaged to dine at General 
raoIis,_ where, as I have already observed, I was still enter- 
tained m elegant hospitality, and with all the ease and comfort 
of a home. I called on him, and accompanied him in a 
hackney-coach. We stopped first at the bottom of Hedge- 
lane, into which he went to leave a letter, “with good news for 
a poor man in distress,” as he told me. I did not question 
him particularly as to this. He himself often resembled Lady 
Bohrigbroke’s lively description of Pope ; that “he was un 
i>oiitique aux choux et aux raves” He would say, “ I dine to- 
day in Grosvenor-square;” this might be with a Duke; or, 
perhapSj I diii6 to-day at the other end of the town : or, A 
gentleman of great eminence called on me yesterday.’'— He 
loved thus to keep things floating in conjecture : Onme ignotum 
pro magnifico 'est I believe I ventured to dissipate the cloud 
to unyeil the mystery, more freely and frequently than any of 
his friends. We stopped again at Wirgman’s, the well-known 
toys/zop, in St. James VStreet, at the corner of St. James’s- 
Place, to which he had been directed, but not clearly, for he 
searched about some time, and could not find it at first; and 
said, direct one only to a corner shop is foying with one." 

1 suppose he meant this as a play upon the word toy ^ it was 
the first time that I knew him stoop to such sport. After he 

« i Bindley and Dr. Kearney have observed to me, is the motto to 

An Enqii^y into Customary Estates and Tenant's Rights, &c.— with some con- 
Hderations for restrauniig e:ccessive By Bverard Kleetwood, Esl Svo. 1731. 

js, probably, a mere coincidence. Mr. Burke perhaps never saw that pamph^llt- 



had been some time in the shop, he sent for me to come out 
.of >the coach, and^helphim to choose a pair of silver buckles, ■ 
as ' those ..he had were too': small.. Probably this alteration in 
dress had been suggested by Mrs., Thraie, by associating with 
whom, his external appearance was much: improved. He got 
better cloaths ; and the dark ■ colour, from which he never 
deviated, was enlivened by metal buttons.. His wigs, too, were 
much better ; and during- ■ their ' travels ,, in France, he was 
furnished with a Paris-made' 'wig, of' handsome construction. 
This choosing of silver -buckles was' a negociation : *'*Sir, (said 
he,)' I will not have the -ridiculous large ones now in fashion; 
ail'd I will give no more' than a guinea for a pair.” Such were 
the /fnnd/Ies of the business ; a.iid, after some examination, he 
was,'- fitte'd. As we drove along, I found him in a talking 
humour,, of which I availed myself. Boswell. was this 
morning in Ridley's sh-op, Sir; and was told, that the collectiori 
called '' Joknsonmna ’ has sold very much.'' Joh:nson. the- 
* Journey to the Hebrides ' has: not had a great sale." ^ Boswm;LL. 
,«'That is strange."' Johnson. ' ''Yes, Sir; for in' that book I 
have told the world a great deal that they did not know before." 

Boswell. “I drank chocolate, Sir, this morning with Mr. 
Eld ; and, to my no small surprize, found him to be a Sfqf^rd- 
sMre Whg, a being which I did not believe, had-" existed.” 
Johnson. "Sir, there are rascals in all countries.” Boswell. 
"Eld said, a Tory was a. creature generated betwe-en :'a- non-'" 
juring parson and one’s.- grandmother.” Johnson. "And I 
have always said, the' .'first -Whig was the Devil” Boswell. 
" He certainly was, Sir. . The Devil was impatient of sub- 
ordination; he was the: first who resisted power: 

‘Better to reigo'io Hell, than serve in Heaven.* ** 

At Genera! Paoli’s were Sir Joshua Reynolds, Mr. Langton, 
Marchese Gherardi of Lombardy, and Mr. John Spottiswoode 
the younger, of Spottiswoode, ^ the solicitor. ‘ At this time fears 
of an invasion were circulated ; to obviate which, i\Ir. Spottis- 
woode observed, that Mr. "Fraser the engineer, who had lately 
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come from Dunkirk, said, that the French had the same fears 

US, y Johnson. ; is thus ' that mutual cowardice keeps 
us m peace. Were, one-half of mankind' brave, and one-half 
cowards, the, ,bra,ve would be .ahvays,- 'beating the cowards^' 
,ilrere all brave, ^ they would lead a very .uneasy life; ail would " 
be continually lighting-: but being' all "cowards, we go on ver? 
well.'” ■ 

\i'e talked of drinking wine. ■ Johnson. require wine, ' 
only when I am alone. J have 'then' often wished for it, and 
, , often taken it.” Spottisw^oods., ' What, • by ■ w^ay of ■ a ' com- 
panion, Sir?” Johnson. get rid of ■•myself, .to send', 
myself away. .. Wine gives great 'pleasure; and every pleasure' 
.is ^of itself; a good. . It is a good, unless counterbalanced by 
evil. A' man may have a strong reason not ■ to drink wine ; 
and that' may be greater than the' pleasure. Wine makeS' a 
man better pleased with himself. I do not say that it makes 
him more pleasing to others. Sometimes it does. But the 
danger is, that w^hile a man grows better pleased with himself, 
he may be growing less pleasing to others.^ Wine gives a 
man nothing. It neither gives him knowledge nor wit; it only 
animates a . man, "and enables him to bring out what a dread 
' the .company has repressed. It only puts in motion what has 
been locked up in frost. But this may be good, or it may be 
bad.” Spottiswoode. “ So, Sir, wine is a key wliich opens a 
box; but this box may be either full or empty?” Johnson. 
“Nay, Sir, conversation is the keyy:- wine is a pick-lock, which 
forces open the box, and injures it. A man should cultivate 
his mind so as to have that confidence and readiness without 
wine, which wines gives.” Boswell. “The great difficulty of 
resisting wine is from benevolence. For instance, a good 
worthy man asks you to taste his wine, which he has had 
twenty years in his cellar.” Johnson. “Sir, all this notion 
about benevolence arises from a man's imagining himself to be 
of more importance to others, than he really is. They don't 
care a farthing whether he drinks wine or not,” Sir Joshua 
.Reynolds. “Yes, they do for the time.” Johnson. “For the 
time i—If they care this minute, they forget it the next And 
as for the good worthy man ; how do you know he is good and 
worthy? No good and worthy man will insist upon another 

1 It is observed in _ Walier's Ufe, in the Biogrctphia Briiannica^ that he drank onlv 
water; and chat while he sat in a company who were drinking wane, “he had thb 
dexterity to accommodate his discourse to the pitch of theirs as it sunk,** If excess in 
drinking be me^t, the remark is acutely just But surely, -a.. moderate use of wine 'gives'' 
a gaiety of spirits which water-drinkers know not. 



man*s drinking wine. As to the wine twenty years in the 
cellar,— of tm men, .three say this, merely because they must 
,'Say something ; three 'are telling a lie, when they say they have 
had the .wine twenty years ; — -three would .rather save the mine ; 
—one, perhaps, cares. I allow it is something to please one^s 
company; and people are always pleased .with those who 
■partake pleasure with them.' B.ut after a .man , has brought 
himself to relinquish 'the great personal .pleasure' •which arises 
.from drinking wine, .■■ any other consideratio.n ' is . a , trifl,e. To 
please others by drinking wine, .is something only, if .there be 
nothing against it. I should, ho.wever, be sorry to , offend 
worthy men: 

‘ Curst be the verse, how well so e’er it flow, 

That tends to make one worthy man my foe,’ ” 

Boswell. Curst be the springs the waferP Johnson. “ But 
let us consider what a sad thing it would be, if we were oblig^ed • 
to drink or do any thing else that may happen to be,, agreeable 
to the company where we are.” Langton. .** By the same 
rule you must join with a gang of cut-porses.” Johnson* 
*‘Yes, Sir: but yet we must do justice to wine; we must allow 
it the power it possesses. To make a man pleased with himself, 
let me tell you, is doing a very great thing ; 

Si patrios vohimus, si nobis vivere cari,^ ” 

i was at this time myself a water-drinker, upon ■ trial, , by 
Johnson’s recommendation. .Johnson,' ‘‘Bosw^ell is a .bolder 
combatant than Sir Joshua : he 'argues for wine without the .help 
of ' wine.; but Sir .Joshua .with..it.’^ Sir .Joshua Reynolds. 

“ But, to please one's com.pany is ,a strong motive.'' Joh.nson.' 
(who, from drinking only water, supposed every body who drank 
w.me to be..eie%='ated,) “!■ won't argue any more with you, Sir, 
You are too far gone.” Sir Joshua. “ I should have thought 
, so. 'indeed, .' Sir,- had I' made such a speech as you have now 
done." Johnson, (drawing himself in, and, I really thought 
. blushing,) . .“ Nay, don't be -angry. I did not mean to offend 
.you.” . S.IR Joshua. ’“At first the taste of wim was disagree- 
able to me ; but I brought myself to drink it, that I might be 
like other people. The pleasure of drinking wine is so con- 
nected with pleasing your company, that altogether there is 
something' of social goodness'.- in. .it” Johnson, “Sir, this is 
only saying the same thing over again." Sir Joshua. No, 
this is new.” Johnson, “ You put it in new words, but it is an 
old thought This is one of the disadvantages of wine, it 
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;makes, a . .mail': mistake words for ■' thoughts ” Boswell. I 
think: it: is a new thought; at. least, it is in a n&w attitude:' 
Johnson. “Nay, Sir,' it is only in a new coat; or an old coat 
with'^ a new faeing, (Then laughing heartily.) It is the old 
dog in a new doub'let.— An extraordinary instance, however, 
may occur where a man’s patron will do nothing for him, unless 
he. will drink : there may be a good reason for drinking.” 

I, mentioned a nobleman, who , I believed was really uneasy, if 
.his, company would' not , drink hard.. Johnson, “That is from 
having 'had people about .him whom- he has been accustomed 
: to .command.” .Boswell, “Supposing I should be tete-a-tete 
■with him at table.”- Johnson. “Sir, there is no more reason 
".for your drinking ' with kim^ than his being sober with youP 
Bosw^ell. “ Why, that is true; for it would do him less hurt to 
be sober, than it would do me to get drunk.” J ohnson. “ Yes, 
Sir; and from what I have heard of him, one would not wish to 
sacrifice himself to such a man. If he must always have some- 
body to drink with him, he should buy a slave, and then he 
would be sure to have it. They who submit to drink as another 
pleases, make themselves his slaves.” Boswell. “ But, Sir, 
you will surely make allowance for the duty of hospitality. A 
gentleman who loves drinking, comes to visit me.” Johnson. 
“ Sir, a man knows whom he visits ; he comes to the table of a 
sober ma.n.” Boswell. “ But, Sir, you and I should not have 
been so well received in the Highlands and Hebrides, if I had 
not drunk with our w^orthy friends. Had I drunk water only 
as you did, they would not have been so cordial” .Johnson. - 
“Sir William Temple mentions, that in his travels through the 
Netherlands he had two or three gentlemen with him ; and 
vrhen a bumper ¥vas necessary, he put it on the?7i. Were I to 
travel again through the islands, I would have Sir Joshua with 
me to take the bumpers.” .Boswell. “But, Sir, let -me put a 
case. Suppose Sir Joshua should take a jaunt into Scotland ; 
he does me the honour to pay me a visit at my house in the 
country : I am overjoyed at seeing him ; we are quite by our- 
selves ; shall I unsociably and churlishly let him sit drinking by 
himself ? No, no, my dear Sir Joshua, you shall not be treated 
so, I will take a bottle with you.” 

The celebrated Mrs. Rudd being mentioned. Johnson. 
“ Fifteen years ago I should have gone to see her.” Spottis- 
wooDE. “ Because she was fifteen years younger?” Johnson. 
“ No, Sir ; but now they have a trick of putting every thing into 
the news-papers.” 
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He begged of General Paoli to repeat one of the introduc™ 
lory stanzas of the first book of Tasso's Jerusaiem,” which he 
did, and then Johnson found fault with the simile of sweetening 
the edges of a cup for a child, being transferred from Lucretius 
into an epick poem. The General said he did not imagine 
Homer’s poetry was so ancient as is supposed, because he 
ascribes to a Greek colony circumstances of reSnement not 
found in Greece itself at a later period, wlieii Thucydides wrote. 
Johnson, recollect but one passage quoicd by Thucy- 
dides from Homer, which is not to be found in our ^copies of 
Homer’s works; I am for the antiquity of Homer,' and: think 
that a Grecian colony by being nearer Persia might be more 
■ refined than; the -mother country.’^ ' 

On Wednesday, April 29, I dined with him at Mi. Allan 
Ramsay's, where were Lord Binning, Dr. Robertson the 
historian, Sir Joshua Reynolds, and"" the Honourable Mrs. 

■ ....Bpscawen, widow of the Admiral, and mother of the present 
^ .Wiscount Falmouth :.of whom, if it be not presumptuous in me 
,, to praise her, I 'WOuld say, that her manners are the most agree* 
able, and her conversation the best, of any lady with whom I 
ever had the happiness to be acquainted. Before Johnson 
came we talked a good deal of him ; Ramsay said, he had 
always found him a very polite man, and that he treated him 
with great respect, which he did very sincerely. 1 said, I wor- 
shipped him. Robertson. “ But some of you spoil him : you 
should not worship him ; you should worship no man/* Bos- 
well. ** I cannot iielp worshipping him, he is so much 
superiour to other^ men.’* RoBERTk)N. “ In criticism, and in 
wit and conversation, he is no doubt very excellent; but in 
other respects he is not above other men ; lie wll believe any 
thing, and will strenuousiy defend the most minute circum- 
stance connected with the Clmrch of Engkind.*” Boswkil. 
‘BBelieve me, Doctor, ^ you are much mistaken as to this; for 
when you talk with him calmly in privtiLe, he is very liberal in 
bis way of thinking." Robertson. '' He and I W/e been 
always \ery gracious; the first time I met iiiiii was one evening 
at Slrahan’s, where he had Just had ao unlucky altercation 
with Adam Smith, to whom he had been so rough, ihat Strahaii, 
after Smith was gone, had remonstrated with him, and told him 
that I was coming soon, and that he was uneasy to think that 
he ^ might behave in the same manner tome. * No, no, Sir, 
(said Johnson) I warrant you Robertson and I shall do very 
well/ xiccordiogly he was gentle and good-humoured and 
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courteous with me the whole evening; and he has been so 
upon every occasion that we have met since. I have often 
said^ (laughing) that I have been in a great measure 
indebted to Smith for , my , good' reception.” Boswell, 
“His power of reasoning, is ' very ' strong,'' and he has 
a peculiar art of drawing . characters, , which is as rare 
as good portrait paintmg.”. ■ Sir 'Joshua ■. Reynolds. 
is undoubtedly admirable in this ; ■ but Jo'- order to mark 
the chaiTxters which he draws, he ' overcharges them, and gives 
people more than they really have, whether of good or bad.” 

No sooner did he, of wdiom. we had been thus talking, so 
easily, arrive, than we were. all .as, -quiet- as a. school upon the 
en.ina!ice of the head-master ; and. were very soon sat down to a 
table covered with such . variety of good things, as contributed, 
notalittletodisposehiiii'tobepleased.'-' 

IvAMSAY. “I am old enough ■ to have been a contemporary 
of Pope. His poetry was highly admired' in his life-tirae, more 
a great deal than after his death.,” Johnso.n... ' “ Sir, it has. not 
been less adm.ired since his death; 'no authoiirs ever, had '.so 
much fame in their own life-time as^ Pope . and Voltaire ; and 
,Po'pe\S' poetry has been as, much admired since his death ;as 
during his 'life ; it has only not 'been as much talked „ of, . but 
that is ' owing to its being now more distant, and people having 
other writings to talk of. Virgil is less talked of than Pope, 
aud Plomer isdess talked of than .Virgil ; ■ but'-; they are not less 
admired. We, must read what the world reads at . the :moment. 
It has-been maintained, that this, siiperfetation,; this teeming, of 
the press in modem , times, is -..prejudicial .to" good literature, 
because it obliges us to read so miich of: what is of inferiour 
value, In order to be in the fashion sO' that ' better works are 
:,negkct.ed ..fo.r, want . of "time, because 'U ■man '-.wdll have, more 
graiification of bis vanity in conversation, from having read 
iTi,odeco books, than from having p'ead the best works of 
aritiquity. But it must be considered that we have now more 
kiiowlecige generally diiiused ; all our ladies read now, which 
is a great extension. Modern writers are the moons of litera- 
ture ; they shine with reflected light, with light borrou^ed from 
the ancients. Greece appears to me to be the fountain of 
knowledge; Rome of elegance.” ' Ramsay. “I suppose 
EIomer’'s ' Iliad ’ to be a collection of pieces which hacl" been 
written before his time. I should like to see a translation of 
it in poetical prose, like the book of Ruth or Job.” Robert- 
son. “Would you, Dr Johnson, who are master of the English 
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language, but try yoUr, hand:;- .upon ;^a . part of Johnson. 
“Sir, you could not read it without the^ pleasure of verse.” ^ 

We talked of antiquarian researches. Johnson. “Ail that 
: .is _^really of .the ancient state of Britain: is oontaiiied in- 

a few pages. ■ We can know no more than what 'the old writers 
have told us ; yet what large books we have upon it, the wdiole 
of which, excepting such parts as are take.n from those old 
writers, is all a dream, such as.Whitakefs '.Manchester.' I 
have heard Henry’s ' History of'Britain Jwell. spoken of ; I am 
told it is carried on in separate, divisions,,' as the., civil, the 
milita.ry, the. religious history; I wish much to have one branch 
well done, and that is the history of manners, '.of common life.’’" 
Robertson. “ Henry should have applied his attention .to that 
alone, which is enough' for any man.; and he might have found 
:a gi*eat deal scattered in' various books, had he read solely 'with 
■ that ,view. Henry erred in not selling his first volume' at a 
. moderate price to the booksellers, that they might have pushed 
...him. .on till he had got ■ reputation. I so.Id my ‘History of 

.. .. Scotland at a moderate price, as a work by w^hich the book- 
' .,' sellers,, might either gain ■ or not ; and Cadei! has .told me, that 
Miller and he have got six thousand p^ounds by it I after- 
'. :.wards . .rece.ived .a much higher price for my writings. An 
authour ' should sell his first work for what the booksellers will 
give, till it shall appear whether he is an authour of merit, or, 
■which .'.is.: the same thing as to purchase-money, an authour who 
:pleases: the . pubiicL” . 

Dr. Robertson expatiated on the character of a certain 
' nobleman ; that he was one of the strongest-minded men that 
ever lived ; that he would sit in company quite sluggish, while 
there was nothing to call forth his inteiiectiial vigour ; but the 
moment that any important subject was started, for instance, 
how this country is to be defended against a French invasion, 
he would rouse himself, and shew his extraordinary talents with 
the most powerful ability and animation. Johnson. “Yet 
this man cut his own throat. The true strong and sound mind 
is the mind that can embrace equally great things and small 
Now I am told the King of Prussia will say to a seriTuit, 

‘ Bring me a bottle of such a wine, which came in such a year ; 
it lies in such a ^corner of the cellars.' I would have a man 
great in great things, and elegant in little things.” tie said to 

This experiment, which Madame Bacier made in vain, has since been tried in out 
own language, by the editor of ** Ossian/’ and we must either think very meanly of his 
abilities, ox albw that Dr. Johnson was in the right. And Mr. Cowper, a mxin of real 
genius, has miserably failed in his blank verse translation, 
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afterwards, when ■ we were hy .ourselves, .Robertson was in ^ a 
■ mighty romantick humour, he talked of.' one lie did not know ; 
but I downed him with the King of Prussia/'— ‘‘ Yes, Sir, (said 
I,) you threw a at, his head.” ' 

An mgenious gentiema.n was mentioned,' concerning whom ^ 
both Robertson and Ramsay agreed that 'he had' a constant 
firniness of mind j for after a laborious- day, -and amidst a' multi- 
plicity of cares and anxieties, he would sit -down with his sisters- 
and .be .quite cheerful and good-humoured. . Such a .disposition, 

I , it was observed, was a happy gift of nature. Johnson. ‘‘ I do 

; „ not think so 'p a man "has from nature a certain portion of mind ; 

.j. ■ ■ the use he makes -of it depends upon his own free will' That a 
I : . "man,, has -always the same firmness of mind, I do not say • 
because every man feels his mind less firm at one time than 
another ; but I think, a man’s being in a good or bad humour 
depends: upon his will”— I, however, could not help thinking 
that a man’s humour is often uncontrollable by his will. 

Johnson harangued against drinking wine. ‘‘A man (said 
he,) may choose whether he will have abstemiousness and 
knowledge, or claret and ignorance.” Dr. Robertson, (who is 
very companionable,) was beginning to dissent as to the pro- 
scription of claret. Johnson: (with a placid smile.) “Nay, 
Sir, you shall not differ with me ; as I have said that the man is 
most perfect who takes in the most things, I am for knowledge 
and claret,” Robertson : (holding a glass of generous claret 
: in bis hand.) “Sir, I can only drink your health.” Johnson. 

“ Sir, I should be sorry if yoi^ should be ever in such a state as 
to be able to do nothing more.” Robertson. “Dr. Johnson, 
allow me to say, that in one respect I have the advantage of 
you ; when you were in Scotland you would not come to 
hear any of our preachers, whereas, when I arn here, I attend 
your publick worship without scruple, and indeed with great 
ktisfaction.” Johnson. “ Why, Sir, that is not so extraordinary : 
the King of Siam sent ambassadors to Louis the Fourteenth ; 
but Louis the Fourteenth sent none to the King of Siam.” ^ 
Here my friend for once discovered a want of knowledge or 
forgetfulness ; for Louis the Fourteenth did send an embassy to 
the King of Siam,- and the Abbd Choisi, who was employed in 
it, published an account of it in two volumes. 

^ Mrs. Piozzi confidently mentions this as having passed in Scotland. “ Anecdotes," p. 


2 {The Abh <5 de Choisi was seat by Louis XIV, on an embassy to the King of Siam in 
16S3, with a view, it has been said, to convert the King of that country to Christianity*—: 
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Next day, Thursday, April 30, I found him at home by him- 
sell. Johnson. “Well, Sir, iLaiiisa> gave us a splendid 
diiiner. I love Ramsay. You wili not find a man in v/hose 
conversation there is more instruction, more information, and 
more elegance, than in Ramsay’s.” Boswell. “What f 
admire in Ramsay, is his continuing to be so young.” Johnsox. 
“Why, yes, Sir; it is to be admired. I value myself upon this, 
that there is BOthiiig of the old man in my coiiversatioii. 1 am 
now sixty>eight, and I have no more of if then at twenty-eight;"' 
Bgswjlll.^ “But, Sir, would not you wish to knou^ old age? 
He wiiojs never an old man, does not know the whole of 
human nte; for old age is one of the divisions of it.” Johnson. 
“Nay, Sir, whay talk is this?^^ Bosivell. '*1 mea^ Sir, the 
Sphinx's description of it ; — morning, noon, and niglit. I would 
know mght, as well as morning and noon.” Johnson. What, 
Sir, wouia, you know, what it is to feel the evils of ' old age ? 

. Would 3^0'a have the gout ? 'Would you have^ decrepitude ? ■ 

, S..eeing heated, Iwvould not argue any farther; but I was 
confident that I was in the. right. I would, in due time, be' a 
... ^^.estor, an, elder of the people; and there skouid be some 
difference between the conversation of twenty-eight and sixty- 
eight.^ A grave picture should not be gay. there is a serene 
solemn, placid old age. Johnson. “Mrs. Thraie's mother said 
.... of ine .>yhat flattered me muc.h. ■ A clergyman was complainini? 
of ^ want of society in the country where he lived; and said' 
‘They talk of runts ; ’ (that is, young cows.) « ‘ Sir, (said Mrs! 

baliisbiiry,).Mr. Johnson "would learn, to talk of runts ■: ' nieanint? ■' 
that I was a man who would make the most of my sitiiatiorT 
.whate’v e.i it, "vvas,- .He added,. **. 1 thin.k myself a 'very polite ' 
man. ' * ^ i ■ 

On Saturday, May 2, I dined with him at Sir Joshua 
Reynolds's, where there was a very large com|iany, and a great 
deal of cunvai'sation ; but owing to some circumstances which I 
cannot now recollect, I have no record of any part of it, except 

n[JohiJsan,,c!eariy .meant, (\vbat .the aathour has ofte,R elsewhere nientioned VtMt' 
had none of the Imlessness of old age, that he had the same ar/tb/p. and 
as forrnerly » not that a man of sixty-eighc might dance in a publick assemblv w»th as mur h 
propnety as he conM at twenty-eight. Hi? conversation: being tfe Suct of S 
^.. . .yanpns. knowledge, great acuteness, -and eoctraordinaiy wit, was equally well suited to 
even' period of hfe ; and as in his jouth it probably did not exh1bit Lruiib“Sin- 
iei of garrulity and quenilmlsv 

2 {Such is the^signi&ation of thk word in Scotland, and it should seem in Wales fS.** 
Skmner m ».) But the heifers of Scotland and Wales, when broughrS EnXd beW 
thanjhose of this country, the woid runif has acquired a secondary senTe^ 
fui kf dixmnutive in size, small beyond the ordinary growth^^of 
pSionaS^-M f ^ ^ acknowledged by Dr. Johnsln, to hb 
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ihat there were several people there by no means of the 
, jphnsonian schooi j so that lesS' attention.waS'paid to Iiini' than 
, isualj which ,piit_him out of • humour and. upon some 
imaginary, offence trom iiiej,. he, attacked me with such radenesSj 
, ,i!.*.at I was vexeG. and angry, because it gave those persons an 
opportunity^^ of enlarging upon his supposed ferocity, and ili- 
ticatiBeiit 01 his best iriends. . I .was so much' hurt,, anddiadmy 
pride sfo much roused that I kept away from him for a week ; 
and perhaps, might have kept away much longer, nay, gone to 
ScoUand wnhopjt seeing^ him again, had not we 'fortunately ' met 
.. mid , Oeeii reconciled,.. , To such unhappy chances are. human 
friendships liabie. 

On Friday, I\lay S, I dined with him at' 'Mr. Langton's.' I 
, vras reserved a,Dd silent, which ,I suppose he perceived, and ' 
, iTiigli!:, recollect the cause, ' After dinner, when ' Mr. ' Langtoh 
mas called out o,l'. t,he room, and we were by ourselves, he drew 
his ■ chair near to and said in a tone of conciliating 

courtesy,, Weil, how have you done?^’ Boswell. ‘‘‘Sir, you 
have made me very uneasy by your behaviour to me when we last 
were at Sir' Joshua Reynoldses. You know, my dear Sir, no man 
has. a greater respect and affection for you, or would sooner go 
to the end of the world to serve you. Now to treat me so — 

He insisted that I had interrupted him, which I assured him 
. wa,s, not the case ; and proceeded- — “ But why treat me so' before - 
people who neither love you nor me?’' Johnson. *WVell, I 
am Sony for it. Ill make it up to you twenty different ways, as 
you please.*’ Boswell. “ I said to-day to Sir Joshua, when he 
observed that you /ossed me sometimes— I don’t care how often, 
or how iijgii he tosses me, when only friends are present, for then 
1 fa, II up?.")!! soit ground ; but I do not like falling on stones, 
which is the case when enemies are present, — I think this a 
pretty good image, Sir.” Johnson. ‘‘Sir, it is one of the 
happiest I have ever heard.” 

rhe,^t^^ no venom in the' '■wounds' wliich' he ' 

inflicted at^ any time, unless they were irritated by some 
malignant intusion by other hands. We were instantly as 
cordial again as ever, and joined in hearty laugh at some 
ludicrous but innocent peculiarities of one of our friends. 
Boswell. Do you think, Sir, it is always culpable to laugh 
at a man to his face?” Johnson. “Why, Sir, that depends 
upon the man and the thing. If it is a slight man, and a 
slight tiling, you may ; for you take 'nothing valuable from 
him.” ' • 
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He said, I read yesterday Dr. Blair’s sermon on Devotion, 
from the text, ‘ Cornelius^ a devout manj His doctrine is the 
best limited, the best expressed: there is the most warmth 
without fanaticism, the most rational transport. There is one 
part of it which I disapprove, and I’d have him correct it ; 
which Js, that^^he vrho does not feel joy ' in religion Is far from 
the, kingdom of Heaven!’ there are many good men whose 
fear of God predominates over their love. It may discoura'-^e. 
It vras rashly said., A noble' sermon it is indeed. I wish 'Blair 
mmiild come, over to the Church of England.” 

When Mr. Langton returned to us, the flow of talk ” went 
,011. , An eminent authour being mentioned ; — Johnson. ■ He 
IS not a pleasant man.. His conversation is neither instructive 
■nor, brilliant, , He does not talk as if impelled by any fulness ' 
of knowledge or vivacity of imagination. His conversation is 
hk.e'that oi any other sensible man. He talks with no wish 
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as culpable as one can conceive, to misrepresent fact in a book, 

and for what motive? It' is like one of those lies which people 
tell, one cannot see .why.'. The . woman’s life was spared ; and. 
no punishment .was too great for ' the. favourite .of an 'E,m'press,'. 
wm), had conspired to dethrone her .mistress.^’- .Boswell.^' 
Me was only, giving a picture of the lady in her sufferings/’ 
JOHNSON. ay, don t endeavour to palliate this. 'Guilt .is .' 
a piincipal. feature in the picture., .Karnes is- puzzled ' with . a 
question inat puzzled ' me when I wsis a very young man., 
vvhy rs It, .that the interest of money is lower, when .money is 
.. pientifui ;Tor five pounds, has. the same proportion of value' to 
a rmiidred^.pounds when, money is pientifui, as when it is 
scarce ? A lady explained it to me. ‘ It is (said she) because" 
when money IS p.ientiful ^ there are so many more who have ' 
money to lend, that they bid down one another. Many have 
then a hundred pounds ; and one says,— Take ' mine rather 
man another's, .and you shall have it at four per ” Bos- 
« Karnes decide the question ? ” Johnson. 

1 think he leaves it as he found it.’’ Boswell. “This 
must have been an extraordinary lady who ■ instructed you. Sir. ■ 
May^I ask who she was?” Johnson. “Molly Aston, ^ Sir 

the sister of those ladies with whom you dined at Lichfield. ^ 

I shall be at iio,uie tO'ni,orrow.” Boswell. *‘Then let us dine 
by ourselves at the Mitre, to keep up the old custom, ‘ the 
custom of the manor,’ custom of the Mitre.” Johnson, “ Sir 
so it shall be.” ' . . .:. " 

On Saturday, May 9, we iulfilled our purpose of dining by 
ourselves at the Mitre, according to old custom. There was, " 

on these occasions, a little circumstance of kind attention to 
Mrs. ^Villiams, wliich must not be omitted. Before coming 

extraoruiiiiiry admiration of this lady, notwithstandine: she Wcus a 
f speeches for Liberty ^ he addressed to her the 

foilowlng .Lpigraiii, of which I presume to offer a translation ; 

“ .Liber ul esse velirn, suasisti pulchra Maria, 

Ln maneain iiber, pulchra Maria vale." 

Aaieu, Mann! since you'd have me free ; 

.r or, 'who beholds thy charms, a slave must be. 

A correspondent of ‘ The Gentleman's Magazine,’ who subscribes himself SciOLtis to 
whom I am rnaebted lor several e.xcellent remarks, observes, “The turn of Dr foSson's 
lines to Miss .;Lston, wnose Whig principles he had been combating, appears to me to he 
taKen frorn an ingenious epigram in the Lfetr-zW,' (Vol. III. p. 376, edit. 1716) on a 

b-S’f habilUfn Jesuiu, duriog ti.’fierc. conMmbM 

of tbs- fullov. trs ot Moiinus and Jansenius concerning free-will; 

“ Pn s’etonne id que Caliste 
Alt pris fbabite de Moliniste. 

Puisque cette jeune beaute 
^Ote St chaciin sa liberty 
N’esi-ce pas une Janseniste ? 
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oiitj and leaving her to 'dine alone, he gave her her choice of a 
chicken, a sweetbread, or any other little nice thing, which was 
carefully sent to her from the tavern ready-drest. 

Our conversation to-day, I know not liow, turned, I think, 
for the only time at any length, during our long acquaintance' 
upon the sensual intercourse between the sexes, the delight of 
'which he ascribed chieOy to iniagination. it not for 

imagination. Sir, (said he) a man would, be as happy in the 
arms of a Chambermaid as of a Ducliess. Sut such is the 
adventitious charm of fancy, that we find men who have 
violated the best principles of society, and ruined their fame 
and their fortune, that they might possess a woman of rsnkC 
It woiiid^ not be proper to record' the particiiiars of such a 
conversation in moments of unreserved frankness, when nobody 
was present on whom it could have any hurtful effect. That 
subject, wbeo^ philosophically treated, niay surely employ the 
mind in a curious discussion, and as iiir.ocenihq as anatomy; 
provided that those who do treat it, keep clear inflammatory 
."Incentives. ' ■ 

From grave to gay, from lively to severe/’'-— we w^ere soon 
engaged ^ ill very different speculation; humbly and reverently 
considering and vrondcrlng at the universal ' mystery of all 
things,, as our imperfect . faculties can laow' Judge of tliero. 
” There are ^(said he) innumerable questions to which the 
inquisitive mind can in this state receive no answ’er : Wliy do 
you and I exist ? Why was this world created ? Since it was 
to be created, why was it not created sooner? ” 

On Sunday, x\Iay 10, I supped with him at Mr. Hook's, 
with Sir Joshua Rejmolds. I have neglected the memorial of 
this ^evening, so as to remember no more of it than two 
particulars ; one that he strenuously opposed an argument by 
Sir Joshua, that virtue was preferable to \'ice, considering this 
life only; and that a man would be viniK)us viere ii only to 
preserve his character : and that he expressed much wotider at 
the cunous formation of the bat, a raoi:.>e vwlb wings ; saying, 
that it was almost as strange a thing in physiology, as if the 
fabulous dragon could be seen. 

On Tuesday, May 12, I waited on the Sari of I\‘[archmoiit, 
to know if his Lordship would favour Dr, Johnson with 
information concerning Pope, whose Life he was about to 
write* Johnson had not flattered himself witli the hopes of 
receiving any civility from this nobleman ; for he said to me, 
when I mentioned Lord Marchmont as one who could tell him 
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a great deal about Pope,— “ Sir, he will tell me nothing.” I 

had the honour of being known to his Lordship, and applied 
to^ him of myself, without being commissioned by Johnson. 
His Lordship behaved in the most polite and obliging manner, 
promised to ■ tell ail he recollected about Pope, and was so ■ very 
courteous as to say, Tell Dr. Johnson, I have a great respect 
for him, and am ready to shew it in any way I can. I am to 
be^ in the city to-morrow, and will call at his house as I return.” 
His ; Lordship however asked, “Will he write' the Lives of the 
Poets impartially ? Pie was the first that brought Whig and 
..Tory into. a Dictionary. And what do .you think of .his'defi.- 
altioii of Excise? ■■ Do you know the histo.ry of his aversion, to ■ 
the word transpired Then taking down the folio Dictionary,:' 
he shewed: it with this censure on its secondary sense : “To 
escape from secrecy to notice; a sense- lately innovated from 
prance, .without necessity.” ' The truth was, Lord- Bolingbroke, 
who left- the Jacobites, first used it; therefore, .it' was to be 
coiidemned. He should have shewn what word would do for' 
it, if it was unnecessary. I afterwards put the question. -■ to ' 
■Johnson:^ “Why, Sir, (said he,) get abroad!^ Boswel-l.' 
‘*T.hat., Sir, is usi.ng two words.” Johnson.- “Sir, there is no 
end . of '.this. .You. may as well insist to have a word for old 
age.” . Boswrc.LL, . Sir, SenectusP Johnson. . “ Nay, 

Sir, - to insist . always- that there should be one word to express 
a thing in English, because there is. one inanotherlanguage,- 
'is' to . change the language.” 

, . -L availed myself - of this- opportunity' to. .hear from his Lord- 
-ship -m.a.ny' particulars both of .Pope and - Lord . Bolingbroke," 
which - I'-have- in- w.r-.iti.ng. ■ 

. 1 : proposed to Lord ..Marchmont, that he should .revise 

Johnson’s Life of Pope : “ So (said his Lordship) you ’would 
put me in a dangerous situation. You know he knocked down 
Osborne, the booicseller.” 

Elated with the success of my spontaneous exertion to 
prficiire mateiial and respectable aid to Johnson for his very 
favourite work, “ The Lives of the Poets,” I hastened down to 
Mr. Thrale’s at Streatham, \?here he now was, that I might 
insure his being at home next day ; and after dinner, when I 
thought he wmald receive the good news in the best humour, I 
announced it eagerly : “ I have been at work for you to-day, 
Sir. I have been with Lord Marchmont, He bade me tell 
you, he has a great respect for you, and will call on you to- 
morrow, at one o’clock, and communicate all he knows about 
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Pope/' — Here I paused, in Mi expectation that he would be 
pleased with this intelligence, would praise my active merit, and 
„ would be alert to embrace such an offer from a nobleman. 
..But whether I had shewn an over-exultation, which provoked 
his spleen, or whether he was seized with a suspicion "that I had 
. obtruded him on Lord Marchmont, and/ humbled him too 
,■ ■ much or whether there was any thing more than an unlucky 
..fit of ili-humour, I know not ; but to ' my ' surprise, ..the ,' t 
was, — -Johnson, *‘I shall not be in town, to-morrow. I don't 
ca.re to know about Pope/'- Mrs. Thrale : (surprised as I was, 
and a little ang-ry.) “ I -suppose, S.ir, Mr. Boswell tho.uglit, that 
.as you are to write Pope's Life, you would wish to know about 
him." Johnson. « Wish ! why yes. If it ' rained knowledge, 
I'd hold out my hand ; but I would not give myself the trouble ' 
to go in quest ofjt/' ' There was no arguing with him at the 
moment. Some time' afterwards he said, Lord 'Marchmont 
will call on me, and then I shall call on Lord Marchmont."' 
Mrs. Thrale was uneasy at his unaccountable caprice ; and told 
me, that if I did not take care to bring about a meeting 
between Lord Marchmont and him, it would never take place, 
which would be a great pity. I sent a card to his Lordship, to - 
beieft at Johnson's house, acquainting him, that Dr. Johnson 
could not be in town next day, but would do himself the 
honour of waiting on him at another time. — I give this -account ' 
fairly, as a specimen of that unhappy temper with which this 
great and good man had occasionally to struggle, from ■ some- , 
-.thing .morbid in his constitution. .Let the most censorious of 
my, readers suppose himself to have a violent fit oft.he tooth- 
ach, or to have received a severe stroke on the shin-bone, and 
when in such a state to be asked a question ; and if he has any 
candour, he will not be -surprised at the answers which Johnson 
sometimes gave in moments .of irritation, which, let me assure 
them, is exquisitely painful But it must not be erroneously 
supposed that he was, in the .smallest degree, careless concern- 
ing any work which he undertook, or that he was generally thus 
peevish. It will be seen t.hat' in the following year he had a 
very agreeable interview 'with. Lord Marchmont, at Ms Lord- 
■ship.'s .house; and .this- very afternoon he soon forgot any 
fretfuiness, and fell into- conversation as usual 

I mentioned a reflection haying been thrown out against four 
Peers for having presumed to rise in opposition to the opinion 
of the twelve Judges, in a cause in the House of Lords, as if 
that were indecent. Johnson. “Sir, there is no ground for 
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censure. The 1 eers are Judges themselves : and supposing them 
really to be of a different opinion, they might from duty 
be in opposition to the Judges, who were there only to be 
consulted.” ^ 

In this observation I fully concurred with him; for un- 
c^uestionabiy, ad the Peers are vested with the highest judicial 
powers ; and when_ they are confident that they "'understand a 
cause, are not obliged, nay, ought not to acquiesce in the 
opinion of the ordinary Law Judges, or even in that of those 
who from their studies and experience are called the Law 
Lords. I consider the Peers in general as I do a Jury, who 
ought to listen with respectful attention to the sages of the law ; 
but, if after hearing them, they have a firm opinion of their 
own, are bound, as honest men, to decide accordingly. Nor is 
it so oiflicult for them to understand even law questions, as is 
generally thought ; provided they will bestow sufficient attention 
upon them. 1 his observation was made by my honoured relation 
the late Lord Cathcart, who had spent his life in camps and 
courts ; yet assured me, that he could form a clear opinion upon 
most of the causes that came before the House of Lords, “as 
they were so well enucleated in the Cases.” 

Mrs. Thrale told us, that a curious clergyman of our 
acquaintance had discovered a licentious stanza, which Pope 
had originally in his “ Universal Prayer,” before the stanza, 


It was this 


* What conscience dictates to be done. 
Or warns us not to do,” &c. 


* Can sins of moment claim the rod 
Of everlasting fires ? 

A lid, that' offett'd great Nature’s- God, ' 
Which Nature’s. self inspires ? ” 


and that Dr. Johnson observed, “ it had- -been borrowed from 
There are, indeed, in Pastor ■. Fido^ many ■ -such- 
flimsy superficial reasonings, as that' in the last' two lines of 
this stanza. 

Boswell. “In that stanza of Pope's,-' ^rod of fires ' is 
certainly a bad metaphor." Mrs. Thrale. “And * sins of 
momenf is a faulty expression ; for its true import is momentous^ 
which cannot be intended.” Johnson. “ It must have been 
written ^of moments J Of moment momentous i of moments^ 
momentary. I warrant you, however,- Pope 'wrote this stanza, 
and some friend struck it out. Boileau wrote some such thing, 
and Amatid struck it out, saYmgf ^ Pbus gagnerez deux on 
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TW Yit je ne scats combkn des honnettes Fe?ts ' 

now to go about it. Mere poets know no more of funda- 

thp— « Here he was interrupted somehow 
Mrs. Ihrale mentioned Dryden. Johnson. “ He miSd 
himse f about predestination—How foolish was it hi Pope m 

bJlelL wkhT^f ^ who thought they honoured^hn; 

i such Lords as Bmimutuo. 

. Cobham, and Bolingbrolie ! .Bathurst w,is neca tive a 

pleasing man.; and I have heard no ill of Marchmoirttland 
then always saying, I do not value you for being a Lord • 
which w=as a sure proof that he did. I never sav I do L. 
value Boswell more for being born to an estate because I do 

a Scotchman ?« Johnson.' 
srii ^’alue you .more for being a Scotchman. You 

aie a Scotchman without the faults of a Scotchman. Yo,' 

a ScotchmiT valuable as you are had you not beea 

piaudS? ^ ^ ‘"10* 

He that is robbM, not wanting, what is stolen, 

Let him not know t, and lie’s not robbed at all 

Boswell^ 

iiOSWELL. Would you tell your friend to make him un- 

Sfdbe S*'"' ^ should not; but that 

would be fiom prudence on my own account. A man would 

live ^sLrbu? chi!d^°^T''"^' because he would not 

L H his brother.” 

o \LLL. Certainly, his brother.” Johnson. “You 

would tell your friend of a woman’s infamy, to prevent his 
m^ying a whore : there is the same reason to tell him of hi^- 

Smp'os!tio?^'r?“^t'' ”w V® the consequences 

«{v f ^ breach of confidence not to tell a friend.” 

Boswell. IVould you , tell Mr. ?” (namintr a ^Tende- 

mp who assuredly was not in the least danger" of such* a 

married to a fine woman.) John- 
bON. No, bir ; because it would do no good ; he is so' sluLish 

h®^“e’''er go to parliament and get through a divorce.” ’ 

DleSur? i himself without 

fie -it rlrf ,fho .ioses at play, or who runs out his 
fortune at court, makes his estate less, in hopes of maMng it 
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bigger^: (I am sure of this word, which was often used by him :) 
but it is a sad tiiing^ to, pass through the .quagmire of parsimony, 
to the gulph^of ruiri. To pass-, over the floweiy path of 
extravagance, is very well/’ ', 

Amongst -:the .numerous prints, pasted on the walls of the 
dining-room at Streatham, was 'Hogarth’s ‘‘Modem Midnight 
Conversation/’ I asked him what -he knew of Parson Ford, 
who makes a conspicuous figure in the riotous group. Johnson. ' 
“ Sir, he was my' acquaintance and ' relation, my mother’s 
nephew. He had purchased, a' living in the country, but not - 
siiTioniacally. I never saw him but in the country. . -I have 
been- told he was a man of great .parts ; very profligate, but -1 
never heard he was impious.” Boswell.' “Was there not -a 
story of , his ghost having appeared?”. Johnson. “ Sir, -it .'was ■ 
..believed* , A waiter at the Hummums, in which, house Ford died, 
had beeii' absent for some time, and returned, not knowing that 
Ford was dead. , Going down to the cellar, according to the story, 
'lie .met him : going down again, he met him a second time, 
When he came - up - he asked some of the people of the house 
what -Ford could be doing there. They told him Ford was 
dead. . The waiter took a fever, in which he lay for some time. 
When, he - recovered, he said he had a message to deliver to 
some women ixom Ford ; but he was not to tell what, or to- whom. -■ 
He w.al.ked out; he was followed ; but somewhere ..about St. 

,, Faui’s, they - lost him. He came back, and said - he- had ' 
....^ delivered t.h.e -message, and the women exclaimed, ‘ Then .we are 
,:,a!i undone. ! ..Dr, Pellet, who was ■ not a '-credulous' man, ' 

inquired into the truth of this story, and he said, the evidence 
was irresistible. My wile went to the Hummums ; (it is a place 
where^people get themselves cupped.) - I believe she- went, with-' 
intention to hear a'bout this story of Ford. At first they were 
iimvilling to teli her ; but, after they had talked to her, she 
came away satisfied that it was true. To be sure, the man had 
a fever ; and this vision may have been the beginning of it. 
But if tile message to the women, and their behaviour upon it, 
were true as related, there was something supernatural That 
rests upon his word ; and there it remains.” 

After Mrs. Thrale ivas gone to bed, Johnson and I sat up 
late. We resumed Sir Joshua Reynolds’s argument on the pre- 
ceding Sunday, that a man would be virtuous, though he had 
no other motive than to preserve his character. Johnson. “ Sir, 
it is not true ; for as to this world, vice does not hurt a man’s 
character.” Boswell. “Yes, Sir,, debauching a friend’s wife 
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destroyed the peai of a noWe family. » 

«llf? rf^- 5deld. He proceeded : “ Will you not 

f^dT S,^wfen rou”kn?w't£f-!L^wS 

“J frEo"! tlStSulj 

being sufficient to mo4h1s 

tS Yot hariTrf "'^'at stuff is 
f tT opimon after Robertson said it 

than before. I know nothing more offensive than reoeatino' whit 
one knows to be foolish things, by way of confeS^a dirmtf 

to see what a man will answerf-to make Wr^ur bu^^ 

(angner still.) Boswell. “Mv dear Sir T hi)? IT u - 
tendon as you seem to Suspect f I had not indifd AfiSnot 
this nobleman have felt every thing ‘weary stale flat a ^ 
unprofitable,' as Hamlet says ? ” Johnson ‘‘NavVvm, i 
to bring in gabble, I’ll talk no mor^ T w;ii nl: ^ 

decide upon this dispute’. 
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panion 'at his seat' in the country, when his lady and his 'Othei 
children were in London,' 'But she would not '• encounter 
Johnson upon the subject 

' I staid ' all this day with him at "Streatham. He talked a 
great deal in very good humour. '■ 

Looking at 'Messrs. Dilly'S' splendid- edition of Lord. Chester 
field‘'s miscellaneous works, he laughed, and said,. ®tHere. are, 
now two speeches ascribed to him, both of which were written 
by me ; and the best of it is,, they have found out that one of - 
them is like Demosthenes, and the other like Cicero.'* - 
He censured Lord Karnes's “ Sketches of the History', of 
Man," for misrepresenting Clarendon's account of the appear- 
ance of Sir George Villiers's ghost, as if Clarendon vrere weakly 
credulous ; when the truth is, that Clarendon only says, that 
the story -was upon a better foundation of credit, than usually 
such discourses are founded upon ; nay, speaks thus of the 
person who was reported to have seen the vision, ‘‘the poor 
mzn, tf Me had ifem at all waking w'hich Lord Karnes has 
omitted. He added, “ in this book ills maintained that virtue is 
natural to man, and, that if we would but consult our own 
hearts, we should be virtuous. Now after consulting our own 
hearts all we can, and with all the helps we have, we find how 
few of us are virtuous. This is saying a thing which ail mankind 
know not to be true.” Boswell. “ Is not modesty natural?" 
Johnson. “ I cannot say, Sir, as we find no people quite in 
a state of nature ; but I think the more they are taught, the 
more modest they are. The French are a gross, ill-bred, un- 
taught people; a lady there will spit on the floor and rub it 
with her foot. What I gained by being in France was, learning 
to be better satisfied with my own country. Time may be 
employed to more advantage from nineteen to twenty-four, 
almost in any way than in travelling ; when you set travelling 
against mere negation, against doing nothing, it is better to be 
sure ; but how much more would a young man improve were 
he to study during those years. Indeed, if a young man is 
wild, and must run after women and bad company, it is better 
this should be done abroad, as, on his return, he can break off 
such connections, and begin at home a new man, with a 
character to form, and acquaintances to make. How little 
does travelling supply to the conversation of any man who 
has travelled ; how little to Beauclerk ? " Boswell. “ What 

say you to Lord ? " Johnson. -I never but once heard 

him talk of what he had seen, and that' was of a large serpent 
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in one of the Pyramids of Egypt” Bosweu 

SSfhS...'" ■»“ “"S wS 

I tdked of a country life. — ^J ohnson. “ Were 1 1 

laX lirt r myself to theacquisiti 

lanty , I would live in a much better waj% much me 

®0“™and.” Bos^ 

Htemrv fri^n^ ^ be at a distance fr 

iiteiary friends ? Johnson. “ Sir, you will bv ai 

“25 .hkh „ow clSg? 

subordination, he 

ofthl against tl 

him/f people, Sir, (said he,) are the bi 

hundred ladies ot quality, you’ll find them better w 
moaefs, more willing to sacrifice their own pleasur 
children, than a nundred other women. Trades 

ten to fifteen thousand pounds, are the wnret 
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etymologies ; I hope they did not put the dog in the pillory 
for his libel ; he has too much literature for that/’ 

^On Saturdays May i6j I dined with him at Mr. Beauclerk’s 
with Mr. Langton, Mr. ^Steevens, Dr. Higgins, and some 
others. I regret very feelingly every instance of my remissness 
ill recording his me?noraMlia ; I am afraid it is the condition 
of humanity ,(as ,Mr. Wiiidhamj’'Of Norfolk once observed ' to 
me, after having made an admirable speech in the House of 
Commons, which was highly applauded, but which he after- 
wards perceived might have been better :) “ that we are more 
uneasy from thinking of our wants, than happy in thinking of 
our acquisitions.’’ This is an unreasonable mode of disturbing 
our tranquillity, and should be corrected ; let me then comfort 
myself with the large treasure of Johnson’s conversation which 
I have preserved for my own enjoyment and that of the world, 
and' let "me exhibit, what I have upon each occasion, whether 
; m,o,re or less, whether, a bulse, or only a few sparks . of- a- 
d,iaBiond. 

He said, Dr. Mead lived more in the broad sunshine of life;' 
; than almost any man.” 

.The dis'Ester of General Burgoyne’s army was , then ' the 
common topick of conversation. It was asked why piling their 
.arms was 'insisted upon as a matter of -such consequence, 
when , it seemed to be a circumstance so inconsiderable in 
■itself 'Johnson., *‘Vfhy, Sir, a French authour says, 
bmticonp ie pm lUfts dans ia guerre,^ AH distinctions are trides, 
because great things can seldom occur, and those distinctioiivS 
are settled by custom. A savage would as willingly have his 
meat sent to him in the kitchen, as eat it at the table here : as 
men become civilized, various modes of denoting honourable 
preference are invented.” 

Me this day made the observations upon the similarity 
between Basselas ” and Candide : ” which I have inserted 
in its proper place, wdien considering his admirable philoso- 
phical E.omance, He said “ Candide ” he thought had more 
power in it than any thing that Voltaire had written. 

He said, The lyrical part of Horace never can be perfectly 
iranslated : so much of the excellence is in the numbers and 
the expression. Francis has done it the best ; I’ll take his, 
five out of six, against them all.” 


compliment, as if Dr. Johnson instead of several of his etymologies bad said alL His 
recollection baviiig thus magnified it, shows bow ambitious be was of the approbation of so 
great a man. 
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On Sunday, May 17, I presented to him Mr. Fullarton, of 
iullarton, who has since distinguished himself so much in 
India, to whom he naturally talked of travels, as Mr. Brydone 

to Sicily and Malta. He said, 

the information which we have from modern travellers is 
much more authentick than what we had from ancient 
travellers ; ancient travellers guessed ; modern travellers 
measure. The Swiss admit that there is but one errour in 
btanyan. It Brydone were more attentive to his Bible, he 
would be a good traveller.” 

He said, “ Lord Chatham was a Dictator ; he possessed the 
power of putting the State in motion.; now the.re is no pow^r 
aO order is relaxed.” - Boswell.. there no hope of a 

change to the better?” Johnson. “Why, yes, Sir, when we 
are weary of this relaxation. So the City of London will 
appoint its Mayors again by seniority.” Boswell. “But is 
not thah taking a mere chance for having a good or a bad 

■ of competition 

IS greater than that of the worst Mayor that can come ; besides 
there IS no more reason to suppose that the choice of a rabble 
will be right, than that chance will be right.” 

On Tuesday, May 19, I was to set out for Scotland in the 
evening. He was engaged to dine with me at Mr. Billy’s : I 
waited upon him to remind him of his appointment and 
attend hirn thither ; he gave me some salutary counsel, and 
lecommended vigorous resolution against any deviation from 
moral duty Boswell. “But you would not have me to 
bind mysef by a solemn obligation?” Johnson, (much 
aptated) What.' a vow — O, no, Sir, a vow is a horrible 
thing, It IS a snare for sin. The man who cannot go to heaven 
® vow-~may go--” _ Here, standing erect, in tlie 
middle of his library, and rolling grand, his pause was truly a 
curious compound of the solemn and the ludicrous; he half- 
whistled in his usual nay, when pleasant, and he paused, as if 
checked by religious awe.— Methought he would haveadded— 

^ humoured the dilemma. 

_ What ! Sir, (said I,) ^ In mlumjusseris ihitV alluding to his 
imitation of it, o • 

‘ And bid him go to Hell, to Hell he goes.’ ” 

nf his noble “Imitation 

Of the fenth Satire of Juvenals i a too near recurrence of the verb 
s/read, m his description of the young Enthusiast at College : 
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** Through all his veins the fever of renown, 

from the strong contagion of the gown ; 
u er Boale^ s dome his future labours spread. 

And, Bacon’s mansion trembles o’er his head.”' 

He haiJ/ desired me to change spreads to burns, but for 
l^rfect authenticity, I now had it done with his own hand.i I 

thoogiit this, alteration n only cured the fault, but was'' more 
poetical, as it^: might ' carry an allusion to the shirt by 'which 
,He,rcuies was inflamed. ■ 

We had a quiet comfortable meeting at Mr. Dilly’s : nobody 
tnere but ourselves. Mr. Dilly mentioned somebody having 

\\ished that Miltons “Tractate on Education should be 
printed along with his Poems in the edition of the English 
Poets then going on. Johnson. “It would be breaking in 
upon the plan ; but would be of no great consequence. So 
far as it would be any thing, it would be wrong. Education 
, m . England has been in danger of being hurt by ' two of ■ 
Its greatest men, Milton and Locke. Milton’s plan is im- 
practicable, and I suppose has never been tried. Locke’s, I 
fancy has been tried often enough, but is very imperfect • it 
gives too much to one side, and too little to the other; it gives 
too little to literature. — I shall do what I can for Dr. Watts • 
but rny materials are very scanty. His poems are by no means 
his best works ; I cannot praise his poetry itself highly ; but I 
can prape its design.” ^ , uut 1 

My iliusti ions friend and I parted with assurances of 
affectionate regard. 

I wrote to him on the 25th of May, from Thorpe, in York* 
shiie, one of the seats of Mr. Bosville, and gave him an 
account of my having passed a day at Lincoln, unexpectedly, 
and therefore Without having any letters , of introduction^, but ■ 
that I had been honoured with civilities from the Eev. Mr 
Simpson, an acquaintance of his, and Captain Broadley, of the 
Lincolnshire Militia ; but more particularly from the Rev. Dr. 
Gordon, the Ghancellor, who first received me with great 
politeness as a stranger, and, when I informed him who I was, 
entertained me at his House with the most flattering attention * 

I also expressed the pleasure with which I had found that our 
worthy friend, Langton, was highly esteemed in his own county 
town. . . 


1 Tht slip of paper on which he made the 'Coi 
noble iibraxyto which it reiatesj and to which I 


correction, is aepiosited by me in t 
have presented other pieces of 1 


I 



nson 


To Dr. Samuel Johnson. 

“Edinburgh, June iS, 1778. 


Since my return to Scotland, I have been a^i 
and have had more conversation with Thomson’ 
strange that Murdoch, who was his intimate 1 
have mistaken his mother’s maiden name, whicl 
Hume, whereas Hume was the name of his «ri 
the mother’s side. His mother’s name was Beat 
daughter of Mr. Trotter, of Fogo, a small nropr 
Inomson haa one brother, whom he had with hii 
as his amanuensis ; but he vras seized, with a 
and having returned to Scotland, to try what' l 
would do for him, died young. He had threi 
married to Mr. Bell, minister of the parish of Stn 
to M,i:. Craig, father. oi the iogeiiioiis architect 
plan of the New . Town of .Edinbiir-f 
Thomson, master of the ^ 

oi a humane and benevolent ^ 
valuable presents to his sisters, but 
money, and was always wishing to hav 
them more good. I^rd Lyltelton^! 
loathed much to write,’ was very tn 
gister,. Mrs.- Thomson, were not f_, 

.he. says, Ail, my friends- who know me. 
am to write letters;, and never :e*“- 
hand to the coldness of my heart.’‘ I send 
last letter wfiich she had from him ; she no 
had any intention of going ini 
interview with his sister, I ihinl 
as I hope you will I am eager to see more of 
the Poets : I solace myself with the few 
I -send another parcel of Lord liai] 
will please to return to me as soon r 
He sa3^s, *he wishes you would cut a little 
may be proud that there is so little 
knite. I ever am, my dear Sir, 

‘‘Your faithful and £ 

“humble serv 


haven,; 'one 
who gave ■ .the 
_ . .d one to Mr. 
grammar-school at La,nark. He was 
— .t disposition;' not only' sent 
i yearly -alio'wan'ce- in, 
it ill 'his power to do 
s observation, that .‘he 
■His letters ' to, 'Ill's : 
frequent, ao,cl -i,n one of ' them 
know how backward I '■ 
never impute tlie^ negligence of my,;. 

: you a copy of the 
i-ver heard, that he 
‘S. ■ From this iati.; 
more iavoiirably of him, 
\’our Prefaces to 
proof-sheets which I have, 
-iles-'s- ‘ A,iin.als,’ which you 
as you conveniently can. 
deeper:’ but ha 
occasion to use the critical 
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.^Mr. Langton-has been pleased, at my request, to favour me 
with soiiie . particulars of Dr., Johnson^s visit to Warley-camp, 
where this gentleman was at the time 'stationed as a Captain 
in ..the^, .Lincolnshire militia. ■■ I shall 'give them 'in his- own 
words in I letter, to me. ■ 

was in the summer of the year' 1778, that he.complied^ 
with , .nay invitation to come down', to', the Camp at Warley, and 
he staid; with; me about a week; the scene appeared,' notwith- 
standing, a 'great, degree of ill health that he seemed' to labour 
under, ,tO' interest and amuse him, as .agreeing with the dis-' 
position, ;that I believe you know, he constantly manifested 
towards enquiring into' subjects of the military kind. He 
Siite, with a patient degree of attention, to observe the pro- 
ceedings of a regimental court-martial, that happened to be 
called, in the time of his stay with us ; and one night, as late 
as at eleven o’clock, he accompanied the Major of the regiment 
in going what are styled the hounds^ where he might observe 
the forms of visiting the guards, for the seeing that they and 
their sentries are ready in their duty on their several posts. 
He took occasion to converse at times on military topicks, one 
in particular, that I see the mention of, in your ‘Journal of a 
Tour to the Hebrides,’ which lies open before me,^ as to 
gun-powder ; which he spoke of to the same effect, in part, 
that you relate. 

‘‘ On one occasion, w^hen the regiment were going through 
their exercise, he went quite close to the men at one of the 
extremities of it, and watched all their practices attentively ; 
and, ■when he came away, his remark was, ‘The men indeed do 
load their musquets and fire with wonderful celerity.’ He was 
iikewnse particular in requiring to know what was the weight of 
the musket balls in use, and within what distance they might 
foe expected to take effect when fired off. 

“ In walking among the tents, and observing the difference 
between^ those of the officers and private men, he said, that the 
superiority of accommodation of the better conditions of life, 
to that of the inferiour ones, was never exhibited to him in so 
distinct a view. The civilities paid to him in the camp were, from 
the gentlemen of the Lincolnshire regiment, one of the officers 
of which accommodated him with a tent in which he slept; 
and from General Hall, who very courteously invited him to 
dine mth him, where he appeared to be very well pleased with 
his entertainment, and the civilities he received on the part of 

^ 3rd edit, p.: 1,1,1 (Attg.' aS). ■ 

VOL. IL , I 
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the General the' attention likewise of the Geiieral^s aid-de- 
camp, Captain Smith, seemed to be very welcome to him, as 
- appeared by their engaging in a great deal of discourse 
together. The gentlemen of the ' East- York regiment .likewise, 
on being informed of his coming, solicited his company at 
dinner, but by that time he had fixed his departure, so that 
he' could not comply with: the invitation.*.^ 

James Boswell, Esq. 

: ‘‘I HAVE received two letters from, you, of which' the ' 
.■seco.nd, complains of the neglect shown to the first. YoU'inust 
, not tie .your friends to such punctual correspondence. You 
, 'have all possible assurances of my a.ffection and esteem ; "and' 
there ought to be no need of reiterated professions. When 'it' 
,may:.happen that I can give you either counsel or comfort,"! 
hope ,it. will never happen to me that I .should neglect you; 

, ,but...you. ..must: not think me criminal or cold, if I saynothino’ 
when I have nothing to say. ^ 

'‘You are now happy enough. Mrs. Boswell is recovered; 
and I congratulate you upon the probability of her long life* 

If general approbation will add any thing to your enjoyment” 

I can tell you that I have heard you mentioned as a mm 
ev€Ty body hkes. I think life has little^ more to give. 

“ has gone to his regiment. He has laid down his coach. 

and talks of making -more contractions of his expence': iiow hd ' 
will succeed, I know not. It is difiicult to reform a household 
gradually; it may be better done by a ^system totally new. I 
am afndd he has al\^ays something to hide. When we pressed 

him to go to , he objected the necessity of attending* his 

navigation ; yet he could talk of going to Aberdeen, a place not 
much nearer his navigation. I believe he cannot bear tlie 

thought of living at in a state of diminution ; and of 

appearing among the gentlemen of the neighbourhood 
/Its beams. This is natural, but it is cowardly. What I told 
him of the increasing expence oi a growing family, seems to 
hpe struck him. He certainly had gone on with vaj confused 
views, and we have, I think, shown him that he "is WTonr/ ^ 
though, with the common deficience of advisers, we have not 
showm him how to do right. 

"I wish you would a little correct or restrain your imagin- 
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happiness, such as life admits, may be 

sScism i h Without asserting 

■ I , said,, that it,, is our business to exeiTiDt 

There''?s power of external things 

There IS but one aohd basis of happiness: and that is, the 

where^^ ^ ^ happy futurity. This may be had every 

“ I do not blame your preference of London to other places. 

f-K k ^ F®^®*^red, if the choice is free ; but few 

have the choice of their place, or their manner of life ; and 

Prit«e motive of action. 

^ daughter. Mr. Thrale dis- 
hkes the times, like the rest of us. Mrs. Williams is sick : Mrs 

■bu?M°'^ Levetr ^ miserable nights. Nobody is well 

I am, dear Sir, 

“ Your most, &c., 

« London, July 3, i„8." “ Sam. JOHNSON." 

In the course of this year there was a difference between him 

■ and .his. friend Mr. Strahan ; the particulars of which it is 
unnecessary to relate. Their reconciliation was communicated 
CO me m a letter from Mr. Strahan,- in the following words • 

‘^The notes ., I ^shewed you that past between him and me 
were dated ,in March last. The -matter lay dormant till Tulv 
37, when he wrote to me, as follows : '. 

‘To: William Strahan, Esq. 

‘SIR, 

^ ^ It would be very foolish for us' to- continue strangers any 
iOiiger. \'oii can ^ never by persistency ..make WTong right If 
I resented too acrinioiiiously,, I- resented 'Only to yourself. .No- 
, , oody ev.er saw. or heard wnat, I wrote. ' -You saw- that my ancrer 
was over, for in a day or two -I. came ,to your house. I have 
given you a longer time ; and I hope you have made s# good 
use of It, as to be no longer on evil terms with, Sir, 

‘ Your, &c. 

‘Sam. Johnson/ 

On this I called upon him : and he has since dined with meT 

^^Jlstispect thfU thisjs a misprint, and that Johnson wrote “without atfectfni? 
stoicism , T~tmt the onginai tetter being burned in ' a mass of papers in Scotland, I have 
not been able to ascertain whether my conjecture -is well founded or not. The expression 
an the text, however, may be justified, v,Jk4,\ 
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After this time,:; the same friendship as formerly continued 
between Dr. Johnson; and Mr, Strahan, ' My .friend mentioned 
to me a little circumstance , of 'his .atteiitionj .which, though we 
may smile at it, ■ must be allowed to have its foundation in a 
nice and true knowledge. 'of human, life. “ When : I ' write to 
Scotland (said he,) I employ Strahan to frank my letters, that he 
may have the consequence of appeari.ng,.,.a.. ..Parliament-man 
among his countrymen.” 

Captain Langton,^ ' Warley-camp. 

'‘dear sir, 

“When I recollect how long ago. I was .received with, ;So 
much kindness at Warley Common, I am ashamed that I have 
not made some enquiries after my friends. 

“Pray how many sheep-stealers did you , convict ? and hoi? 
did you punish them ? When are you to be cantoned iii' better 
habitations? The air grows cold, and the ground damp. 
Longer stay in the camp cannot be without much danger to the 
health of the common men, if even the officers can escape. 

■ “You see that Dr. Percy is now Dean of Carlisle; about five 
hundred a year, with a power of presenting himself to some 
good living. He is provided for. 

“ The session of the Club is to commence with that of the 
parliament. Mr. Banks desires to be admitted; he will be a 
very honourable accession. 

“ Did the King please you ? The Coxheath men, I think, 
have some reason to complain : Reynolds says your camp is 
better than theirs. 

“I hope you find yourself able to encounter this weather. 
Take care of your own health : and, as you can, of your men. 
Be. pleased to make my compliments to all the gentlemen whose 
notice I have had, and whose kindness I have experienced. 

. “i am, .dear. Sir,' 

■■ Your . most humble servant, 

. “Sam. Johnson.” 

October 31, 1778.*’ 

I wrote to him on the 18th of August, the i8th of September, 
and the 6th of Novemb.er ; informing him of my having had 
another son born, whom I had called James ; that I had passed 
some time at Auchinieck ; that the Countess of Loudoun, now 

i Dr, Johnson here adiiresses his worthy friend, Beanet Langton, Esq. by his title as 
Captain of the Lincolnshire, mihtta, m which he has since been most deservedly raised to 
she rank 'Of Major. • 
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in her ninety-ninth year, was as fresh as when he saw her, and 
remembered him with respect ; and that his mother by adoption, 
the Countess of Eglintoune, had said to me, “ Tell Mr. Johnson 

love nan exceedingly j ” that I had again suffered much from 
bad spirits j ^pd that as it was very long since I heard from him, 
I was not a little uneasy. 

The continuance of his regard for his friend Dr. Burney, 

appears irom the following letters: " ■ ■ . ' 

■ lo THE Reverenx) Dr. Wheeler, Oxford.' 

*^BEAR SIRj ' ■ ■ , , 

“Dr. Burney, who brings this paper, is engaged in a 
History of Musick; and having been told by Dr. Markham of 
some MSS. relating to his subject, which are in the Library of 
your Goliege, is desirous to examine them. He is my friend ; 
and therefore I take the liberty of entreating your favour and 
assistance in his enquiry : and can assure you, with great con- 
fidence, that if you knew hirn he would not want any intervenient 
solicitation tO' obtain ■ the kindness of one who loves learnin<^ 
and virtue' as you love them. / ^ 

“ I have been Mattering myself ail the summer with the hope 
of paying my annual visit to my friends; but something has 
obstructed me' : I still hope not to be long without seeing you. 

I should be glad of a little literary talk; and glad to shew vou, 
by the frequency of my visits, how eagerly I love it, when you 
talk it. ■ ' ' 

“I am,: dear Sir, . ■ . 

“Your most humble servant, 

..r ■ . ^ , “Sam. Johnson.” 

London, November 2, 177S,” 

“To THE Reverend Dr. Edwards, Oxford. 

“ SIR, 

“The bearer. Dr. Burney, has had some account of a 
Welsh Manuscript in the Bodleian library, from which he hopes 
to gain some materials for his History of Musick; but being 
ignorant of the language, is at a loss where to find assistance. 

I make no doubt, but you. Sir, can help him through his diffi- 
culties, and therefore take the liberty of recommending him to 
your favour, as I am sure you will find him a man worthy of 
ever}' civility that can be shewn, and every benefit that can be 
conferred. 

“ But we must not let Welsh drive us firom Greek. What 
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conies of Xenophon ? If yon do not like the trouble of pub- 
lishing the book, do not let your commentaries be lost; contri?e 
that they may be published somewhere. I am, Sir, 

“ Your humble . servant, : . 

“Sam. Johnson.” 

London, November 2, 177S.” 


These letters procured Dr. Burney great kindness and friendly 
offices from both of these gentlemen, not only on that occasion, 
but in future visits to the university. The same year Dr. John- 
son not only wrote to Dr. Joseph Warton in favour of ^Dr. 
Burney's youngest son, who was to be placed in the college Vaf 
Winchester, but accompanied him when he went thither.' 

Ye surely cannot but admire the benevolent exertions of this 
great, and good man, especially wnen vre consider hoiv grievously 
he was .afflicted with bad health, and how uncomfortable his home 
was, made by the.perpetuai jamng of those whom 'he charitably 
accommodated under his roof. He has sometimes suffered me 
to talk jocularly of his group of females, and call them his 
He thus mentions them, together with honest Levett, in one of 
his setters to Mrs. Thrale : ^ “Williams hates every body ; Leve^^ 
hates Desmoulins and does not love Williams; D^smoulifs 
nates them both ; Poll ® loves none of them.” 

“To Jamks Bosweli, Esq. 

“dear sir, 

“ Ii: is indeed a long time since I wrote, and I think vou 
have some reason to complain ; however, you must not let small 
things disturb you, when you have such a fine addition to vorr 
happiness as a new boy, and I hope your ladv’s health re.stored 
by bringing him. It seems very probable that a little care will 
now restore her if any remains of her complaints are left 

A ;T- your letter, to be gaining ^ound 

at Auchmleck, an incident that would give me great delight. 

When any fit of anxiety, or gloominess, or perversion of 
mind, laj^ hold upon you, make it a rule not to oublish it by 
complaints, but exert your whole care to hide it ; by endeavou/- 
ing to hide It, you will drive it away. Be always 

. T® to meet with the parliament; we talk of elect- 

ing Banks, the traveller; he will be a reputable member. 

. *Mi.sC.™icha,L 
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" Langton has been encamped mth his company of militia 

V* ^ spent, fi¥e days /’amongst them; he signal- 

,ized himseif as a diligent officeij and has very high respect in the 
regiment. He, presided when I was there' at a court-martial; he 
IS now quartered ind-iertfordshire-; his lady and little ones are 
111 Scotland Paoli came, to the" camp,. -and commended the 
soldiers. ■' ,■ 

Of myself I have no great matters to say, my health is not 
restorea, mj nights, are, restless .■ and tedious. The best night 
that I have had these twenty- years ■was 'at Fort- Augustus. 

“ I hope soon to send you a, few' lives to read. 

: am, dear ,*Sir, 

/ '' Your most a'ffectionate, 

//,._ : ,, ■ ' ' "Sam. Johnson/® 

“Aiovember 21, 177S.” 

About tills, time -the Rev. , Mr. John Huss'ey, who had been some 
tune m trade, and was, then 'a clergyman of the church of Eng- 
land, bei.ng abo^iit to undertake a journey to Aleppo, and- ■ other ' 
parts of the East, which he accomplished, Dr. Johnson, (who 
had long been in habits of intimacy with him,) honoured him 
wilii the following letter: 

"To Mr, John Hussey.- 

"DEAR' SIR, 

" I HAVE sent you the ' Grammar/ and have left you two 
books ^ more, by which I hope to be remembered; mite my 
name .in them ; we may perhaps see each other no more, you 
part with my’ good wishes, nor do I despair of seeing you 
return. Let no opportunities of vice corrupt you ; let 00 bad 
exanipie seduce you ; let the blindness of Mahometans confirm 
you io Christianity. God bless you. 

" I am, dear Sir, 

“ Your affectionate humble servant, 

, ■ . "Sam. Johnson.®® 

" .December 29, 1778.” 

_ Johnson this year expressed great satisfaction at the publica- 
tion of the first volume of “ Discourses to the Royal Academy,” 
by Sir Joshua Reynolds, tvhom he always considered as one of 
his literary school. Much praise indeed is due to those excellent 
Discourses, which are so universally admired, and for which 
the authour received from the Empress of Russia a gold snuff- 
box, adorned with her profile in has relief, set in diamonds; and 
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containing what is infinitely more valuable, a slip of paper, on 
which are written with her Imperial Majesty’s own hand, the 
following words : Pour le Chevaiier Reynolds en temoignage du 
contentement qmfai ressentk d la lecture ie ses excellens discours 
sur la peiniure." 

_ This year, Johnson gave the world a luminous proof that the 
vigour of his mind in all its faculties, whether memory, judge- 
ment, or imagination, was not in the least abated : for this year 
came out the first four volumes of his “ Prefaces', biographical 
and critical, to the most eminent of the English Poets,” * 
published by the booksellers of London. The remaining volumes 
came out in the year 1780. The Poets were selected by the 
several booksellers who had the honorarj' copy right, which is 
still preserved among them by mutual compact, notwithstanding 
the decision of the House of Lords against the perpetuity of 
Literary Property. We have his own authority,Lthat by his 
recommendation the poems of Biackmore, Watts, Pomfret^ and 
Yalden, were added to the collection. Of this work I shnii sneak 
more particularly hereafter. 

On the 22 nd of January, I wrote to him on several topicks, 
and mentioned that as he had been so good as to Dermit me to 
have the proof sheets of his ” Lives of the Poets,” I had written 
to his servant, Francis, to take care of them for me. 

“Mr. BosVell to Dr. Johnson. 

“MV DEAR SIR _ “Edinburgh, Feb. 2, 1779. 

^ Garrick s death is a striking event ; not that we should be 
surprised with the death of any man, who has lived si.xty-two 
years;-* but because there was a vivacity in our late celebrated 
friend, which drove away the thoughts of death from anv 
association with him. I am sure you will be tenderly affected 
with his departure; and I would wish to hear from you upon 
the subject. I was obliged to him in my days of effervescence 
m iUndon, when poor Dernck was my governour ; and since 
that nme I received many civilities from him. Do vou re- 
member how pleasing it was, when I received a letter from him 
M taverary, upon our first return to civilized living after our 
Hebridean journey. I shall always remember him with affection 
as well as admiration. 

1 Life of Watts. 

s [On Mr; Gaorick’s Monument in Lichfield Cathedral, he is said tn 

accuracy of lapidary inscriptxons is well known.-~-M.} ’ 
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“ On Saturday last, being the 30th of January, I drank coffee 

and oM portj and had solemn conversation with the Reverend 
Mr.' Falconer^ a non-juring bishop, a very learned and worthy 
: man. He gave two toasts, which you ' 'will believe I drank with 
cordiality, Dr. Samuel Johnson,' and Flora Macdonald. I sat 
about four hours with him, and it was xeally as if I had been 
living in the last century, ■ The Episcopal Church of Scotland, 
though faithful to. the royal house of Stuart, has never accepted 
of any congS £ e/ire, since the Revolution ; it is the only, true 
Episcopal Church in' Scotland, as it has its own succession " of 
■bishops. , For as to the episcopal clergy who take the oaths to the 
present government, they indeed follow the rites of the Church 
of England, but, as Bishop Falconer observed, ‘ they are not 
Ej>tscopaIsi for they are under no bishop, as a bishop cannot 
hpe authority beyond his diocese.’ This venerable gentleman 
did me the honour to dine with me yesterday, and he laid his 
hands^upon the heads of my little ones. We had a good deal 
of curious litemry conversation, particularly about Mr. Thomas 
Ruddiman, with whom he lived in great friendship. 

‘* Any fresh instance of the uncertainty of life makes one 
embrace more closely a valuable friend. My dear and much 
respected Sir, may God preserve you long in this world while I 
am in it 

am- 6ver, 

“ Your much obliged, 

And affectionate humble ser\^ant, 

“James Boswell.’^ 

On the 23d of February, I wrote to him again, complaining 
of bis silence, as I had heard he was ill, and had written to Mr. 
Thrale for information concerning him ; and I announced my 
intention of soon being again in London. ■ 

“To James Boswell, Esq. 

“'DEAR SIR, ' 

“Why should you take such delight to make a bustle, to 
v/rite to Mr. Thrale that I am negligent, and to Francis to do 
what is so very unnecessary ? Thrale, you may be sure, cared 
not about it ; and I shall spare Francis the trouble, by ordering 
a set both of the Lives and Poets to dear Mrs. Boswell,^ in ac- 
knowledgement of her marmalade. Persuade her to accept them, 
and accept them kindly. If I thought she would receive them 

1 He sent a s« elegantiy bound and gjltj' wbicb was received 'as a- verybandsome 
preseiiL: . , ■ ■ 
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scornfully, I would send them to Miss Boswell, who, I hope, has 
yet none of her mamma's ill-will to me. 

^ “ I would send sets of Lives, four volumes, to some other 
’ friends, to Lord Hailes first His second volume lies by my 
bed-side; a book surely of great labour, and to every just thinker 
of great delight. Write me word to whom I shall send besides ; 
would it please Lord Auchinleck ? Mrs. Thrale waits in the 
<!:oach. 

“ I am, dear Sir, &c. 

*'‘Mavch 13 , 1779*’’ '' Sam. JOHNSON.'’ 

: : .This letter crossed -me -on the road to London, - where ' I 
■ arrived .on Monday, March 15 , and next morning at a late 
hour,, found Dr. Johnson sitting over his tea, attended by Mrs. 
Desmoulins, Mr. Levett, and a clergyman, who had come to 
submit some poetical pieces to his "revision. It is wonderful 
what a number and variety of writers, some of them even 
: unknown to him, prevailed on his good-nature to look over 
their works, and suggest corrections and irxiprovements. Mv 
-arrival interrupted for a little while the important business of 
this true representative of Bayes ; upon its being resumed, I 
found that the subject under immediate consideration was 
a translation, yet in manuscript, of the CuTmen Sccuiare of 
Horace, which had this year been set to musick, andperlbrmed 
as a publick entertainment in London, for the joint benefit 
Monsieur Philidor and Signor Baretti. When Johnson had 
■done reading, the authour asked him bluntly, udod 
the whole it was a good translation ? " Johnson, whose re4rd 
for truth was uncommonly strict, seemed to be puzzled for a 
moment, what answer to make; aS^he certainly could not 
bonestiy commend the performance : with exquisite address he 
evaded the question thus, Sir, I do not say that it may not be 
made a very good translation." Here nothing whatever in fiivour 
of the performance was affirmed, and yet the writer was not 
shocked. A printed » Ode to the Warlike Genius of Britain " 
•came next m review; the bard was a lank bony figure, with 
short black hair ; he was writhing himself in agitation, while 
^ ohnson jead, and shewing his teeth in .a grin of earnestness 
exclaimed m bioken sentences, and in a keen sharp tone » Is 
that poetry, Sir?— Is it Pindar?" Johnson. Sir 

there is here a great deal of what is called poetry." 'Then' 
turning to me, the poet cried, «My muse has not been long 
mpon the town, and (pointing to the Ode) it trembles under 
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wP^' ^ of displeasure, 

asked him Vthy do you praise Anson ? ” I did not trouble 
him by asking his reason for this question. He proceeded, 

h3.ve made Genius feminine.”— 

1 alpaalej Sir ; (cried the enthusiast) I know it But (in a 
ower tone) it was to pay a compliment ■, to the . Duchess of ^ 
Devonshire, with which her Grace was- pleased., .Sheds' waildnp-. 

across Coxheata m the military uniform, and I suppose her to 
be die Genius of Bntam.” ■ Johnson. “ Sir, you are giving a 
leason for it ; out that will not make it right. You may have 
a reason why two and two should make five ; but they will 

stih make but four.'' 

^^fdiough I was several times with him in the course of the 
lollowing aays, such it seems were my occupations, or such my 
negligence, that i have preserved no memorial of his conversa- 
tion till hriday, March 26, when I visited him. He said he 
expected to be attacked on account of his “Lives of the 
Poets,;’ “ However (said he) I would rather be attacked than 
unnoticed. For the worst thing you can do to an authour is 
to be silent as to his works. An assault upon a town is a bad 
thing j but starving it is still worse ; an assault may be unsuc- 
cessful, you may have more men killed than you kill : but if 
you starve the town, you are sure of victory.” 

Palking of a friend of ours associating with persons of very 
discordant principles and characters j I said he was a very 
universal man, quite a man of the world. Johnson. “Yes 
Sir .: but one may be so much a man of the world, as to be 
nothing in the world. I remember a passage in Goldsmith’s 
‘Vicar of Wakefield,’ which he was afterwards fool enough to 
expunge : ‘ I do not love a man who is zealous for nothing.’ ” 
Bosw'ell. “That was a fine passage.” Johnson. “Yes, 
Sir : there was another fine passage too, which he struck out : 
‘When I was a young man, being anxious to distinguish myself^ 

I was perpetually starting new propositions. But I soon gave 
this over ; for, I found that generally what was new was false.’” 

I said I did not like to sit mth people of whom I had not a 
good opinion. Johnson. “ But you must not indulge your 
delicacy too much ; or you will be a Ute-^tUe man all your life.” 
During my stay in London this spring, I find I was 

3 (Dr. Bumey, in a note intrainced in a form^ page, has mentioned thisoircunmance, 

»oncerning Goidsmuh, fus coinniunicated to him by Dr. Johnson ; not recoHecting that it 
occttri'cd here. His remark, however, is not wholly superf.uous, as it ascertains that rhe 
worcis which Goldsmith had pnt into the mouth of a fictitious character in “ The Vicar of 
Wakefield," and whicli, ua we leaiai from Or. Johnson, he afterwards expunged related 
like many other passages in his Novel, to hlmseif.'— M.] ■ , • ® 
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unaccountably negligent in preserving Johnson’s sayings, more 
so than at any time when I was happy enough to have an 
opportunity of hearing his wisdom and wit. There is no hein 
for It now. I must content myself with presenting such scraps 
as 1 nave. But I am nevertheless ashamed and vexed to thiiik 
how much has been lost. It is not that there was a bad 
crop this year ; but that I was not sufficiently careful in gather- 
ing It in. I, therefore, in some instances, can only exliibita few 
detached fragments. 

Talking of the wonderful concealment of the authour of the 
ceebrated letters signed he said, “I should have 

believed Burke to be Junius, because I know no man but 
Burke who IS capable of wnting these letters ; but Burke 
spontanecmsly denied it to me. The case would have been 
different, had I asked him if he was the authour ; a man so 

a rfgM to deny Tt ”” publication, may think he has 

He observed that his old friend, Mr. Sheridan, had been 
nonoured with extraordinary attention in his own country W 
having had an exception made in his favour in an Irish Act of 
Parliament concemmg insolvent debtors. “Thus to be sineled 
out (said he) by a legislature, as an object of publick consider- 
ation Md kindness, is a proof of no common merit.” 

tained^SSrCf breakfast, he main- 

,an:Lxcess.of which I had.very seldom been guilty* that T 

spent a whole night in playing at cards, and^ that 'l could not 
look back on it with satisfaction : instead of a harsh animadvf^^ 

^k can wets: 

is nothing to some neonl.- W ^ 
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,I ■ was . aiBused .by considering- withL , how much 'ease- and 
coolness he could wiite or talk to a friend, exhorting Mm not 
to suppose that happiness was not to' be. found' as well in' other 
places as ^in - London ; when he himself was at all times sensible 
of its bein,g,, -comparatively'"^: speaking, :a' heaven' upon earth. 
The truth is, that by those who from^- sagacity, attention, and 
experience, have learnt, the full",; advantage' of 'London, its p 
eniiiience ' over every .other place,' not only for- variety - of 
enjoyment, .but for "comfort, will be. felt .with a philosophical 
exultation. , ^1 he freedom from remark ■ and petty censure, 
with which life may be, passed there, .is a' -circumstance which- a 
man who knows the teazing restraint of a ■narro’W - circle must 
relish highly. ^ Mr. Burke, whose orderly and amiable domes- 
tick habits might make the eye of observation less irksome to 
dI'Iii ^ than to most men,, said- once very pleasantly, in my 
lieanng, “Though I have the honour to represent Bristol, I 
should ' not like to live there ; I should be obliged to be so 
much upon my good behaviour P In London, a man may live 
in splendid society at one time, and in frugal retirement at 
another, without animadversion. ■ There, ' and there alone, a 
man's own house is truly his castle^ in which he can be in 
perfect' safety from intrusion whenever he pleases. I never 
shall forget how well this was expressed to me one day by Mr. 
Meyneil : The chief advantage of London (said he) is that a 
iiiaii is -ahvays so near his burrow P 

He said of one of his old acquaintances, ‘ ■ He is very fit for 
a travelling governour. He knoivs French very well. He is a 
man of good principles ; and there would be no danger that a 
young gentleman should catch his ..manner j for it is so very 
bad, that it must be avoided. In that respect he would be 
like the drunken Helot’* ^ 

A gentleman has informed me, that Johnson said of the 
same person, “Sir, he has the mo%X, mverted understanding of 
any man whom I have ever known.” . 

On Friday, April 2, being Good-Friday, I visited him in the 
morning as usual; and finding that we insensibly fell into a' 
train of ridicule upon the foibles , of one of our friends, a very 
worthy man, I, by way of a check, quoted some good admoni- 
tion from “The Government of the Tongue,” that veiy pious 
book. It happened also remarkably enough, that the subject 
of the sermon preached to us to-day by Dr. Burrows, the rector 
of St. Clement Danes, %vas the certainty that at the last day we 
must give an account of “the .deeds Mone in the body;” and 


1 
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As we were moving slowly along in the crowd from churc] 
Johnson jogged my elbow, and said, “Did you attend to tfc 
^rmon ? Yes, Sir, (said I,) it was very applicable to t/s 
He. however, stood upon the defensive. “ Why, Sir. the .sens 

iawftdly used. The anthou 
of Ihe Government of the Tongue’ would have us treat a 

men alike/' 

In the interval between morning and evening service h. 
endeavoured to employ himself earnesthnn devotional e.ver.-ise 
andj as be has mentioned in his “Prayers and '^reditetinn- 
pve me “Z« Pasaai;> tlit I im-ght u/ inSo 

mm. I preserve the book with reverence. His presentino-^' 
to me is marked upon it with his own hand, and I have founr 

Sternooa " 

aftprj,/ «’!to her, and one whom he 

^^® l 2 ,ble had a singular appearance, beinp' covered 
with a heterogeneous assemblage of oysters and porter" fo' his 
company, and tea for himself. I mentioned my havincr hen-d 
mi eminent pnysician, who wms himself a Christian areue in 
favour of universal toleration, and mai.ntain. that no mm^ 

JOHNSON. Sir, you are to a certain degree iiurt by knowinc- 

that even one man does not believe.” -‘“t o} Knowing 

. On Easter-day, after solemn service a*" St PTiiPe ? ^ 

with him: Mn Allen the printer was al o his Set ’ nfS 
uncommonly silent; and I have not written dow/'any thin! 

mnexiDie vuauty, may be recei\-ed as a striidne instinr.^ -,f 
humam insensibility and inconsideration. As he ivas rassh/ 
by a hshmonger who was skinning an eel alive L £aK v 
curse It, because ifwmuld not lye still.” ’ " ‘ ‘ 

^ Sir Joshua 

Johraon huangue”»,5J tS’jSsferf cS??“L”“- 

™ ,, t ‘s j„ «= - 

wrote some y«rs afterwards, 
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from., ^.recoil ectiooj,.. which ... might be 'dim, but from immediate 
sensation. He shook his head, and said, Poor stuff ! No, Sir, 
claret is the .liquor for boys port for men ; but he who aspires 
to oe , a hero (smiling) must 'drink brandy. ■, In the first , place, 
tne fiavQiir of .brandy is most grateful to .the palate ; .and. then ■■ 
brandy will, do soonest fora man what drinking mn do for "him. ■ 


There are,, incieed, few 'who are able, to ' drink brandy. ■ That is . 
a power'.rather to. be wished for than attained" And yet, 
(proceeded he) as in ail pleasure hope is a considerable part,T .. 


aeitiier .wniie you .-are drinking iq nor after you have ■ drunk' it j 
It neither pleases dhe taste, nor exhilarates the spirits.’*' . 'I 
reminded hi in how heartily lie and I used to drink' wine 
together, when we were first acquainted ; and how I used to 
'have a^he'ad-ache after sitting up with him. He did not like to 
haye this recalled, or, perhaps, thinking, that I boasted im- 
. '.properly, resolved to have a witty, stroke at me ; ‘‘Nay, Sir, it 
was not the^ wme that made your head ache, but the sense that 
I put into it” Bos'well. “What, Sir! will sense make the 
head ache?”' Johnson. “Yes,. Sir, (with a smile) when it is 
not used to it.” No man who has a true relish of pleasantry 
could be offended at this ; especially if Johnson in a long 
intimacy had given him repeated proofs of his regard and good • 
estimation. I used to say, that as he had given me a thousand 
pounds jn praise, he had a good right now and then to take a 
guinea from me. 

On Thursday, April 8, I dined with him at Mr. Allan 
Ramsay’s, wuth Lord Graham and some other company. We 
talked of Shakspeare’s witches. Johnson. “They are beings 
of his own creation ; they are a compound of malignity and 
meanness, without any abilities : and are quite different from 
the Italian magician. King James says in his ‘ Dmmonology ’ 

‘ Magicians command the devils : witches are their servants.’ 
The Italian magicians are elegant beings,”.' Ramsay. “Opera 
witches, not Drury-Iane witches.” — ^Johnson observed, that 
abilities might be employed in a narrow sphere, as in getting 
rnoney, which he said he believed no man could do, without 
vigorous parts, though concentrated' to a point. Ramsay, 
“Yes, like a strong horse in a mill; he pulls better.” 

Lord Graham, while he praised the beauty of Lochlomond, 
on the banks of which is his family seat, complained of the 
climate, and said he could not bear it, Johnson, “ Nay, my 
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^rd, don’t talk so you may bear it well eno 
ancestors have borne it more years than I can tell ’ 
a handsome compliment to the antiquity of the 
Lordship told me afterwards, that ] 
^^ected to conii)lam of the climate; lest, if he ha( 
iayourably of his coimtry as he really thought, D 
might have attacked it. Johnson was very courtec 

IsK7sk^Th°“^,5^' when I 

of the people ranning to take 

Margaret’s horse should stun 
i-ord Oraham commended Dr. Drummond at N- 
man of extraordinary talents; and added, that he h 

to his Lordship with an arch smile) all ^oys^ love 1 
ejerience convinces them they are not so fit to -ov 
selves as they imagined. We are all ac^reed as'^tr 
liberty ; we would have as much of it as we Ln ge 
are not agreed as to the hberty of others : for in prot 
we take, others must lose. I believe we hardly Sh 
ob should have hberty to govern us. When tlia 
case some time ago, no man was at liberty not to hav 
m his windows.” Ramsay. “The resL is 
better than confusion.” Johnson. “The result is t 
cannot be had but by subordination ” ^ 

0 “ Friday April j been present at the tri 
unfortunate Mr. Hackman, who in^s r ■ I 
love, had shot Miss Ray, the favorite of a noblema 

much bteSrbyLyaSounfof ^^er frie 

with his prayer for'^th/^oL^ P- 

fervid tone, « I hope he s/J find mircy.” " ^ 

misrepresent; 

that he meantto shoot tfvo pe™ Mr T 

for that every wise marw^hn i <■ f ^ Beauclerk said 

« 0 i«. .hi becu,. ttWtL'S I'K'i”"®”?. b« 
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to shoot himself; and then he eat three buttered m uffins for 

breakfastj before shooting himself, knowing that he should not 

be troubled with indigestion; /K had two charged pistols; one 
was found lying charged upon the table by him, after he had 
shot himself with the other.”— “ Well, (said Johnson, with an 

air or triumph,), you see .here one pistol was sufficient.”, ■ Beau- ■ 
clerk replied smartly, Because at' happened to kill him.” And 
either then ora very little afterwards, being piqued at Johnson^s 
added, “ This is- what }'Ou don*t know, and 
1 go; liiere was then a cessation of the dispute : and some 
iiiinutes intervened, during which, dinner and the glass went 
f/vr Johnson suddenly and abruptly exclaimed^ 

came you to talk so petulantly to me, as 
inis IS wffiat you don’t know, but what I know? ’ One thing 
■ know, which ' don’t seem to know, that you are very 
i^E-aucLERK. “ Because began by being unciviL 
(which you always are.)” The words in parentheses were, i 
oelieve, not heard by Dr. Johnson. Here again there was a 
cessation of arms. Johnson told me, that the reason why he- 
waited at first some time without taking any notice of what 
Mr. Beauclerk said, was because he was thinking whether be 
should resent it. But when he considered that there were 
present a young Lord and an eminent traveller, two men of the 
world with whom he had never dined before, he was appre- 
hensive that they might think they had a right to take sucL 
ubei ties with him as Beauclerk did, and therefore resolved be 
would not let it pass ; adding, “ that he would not appear a 
cowaid. A little while after this, the conversation turned om 
the violence of Hackman’s temper. Johnson then said, “ It. 
was his business to comma7id his temper, as my friend Mr. 
Beauclerk, should have done some time ago.” Beauclerk! 

I should learn of you ^ Sir.” Johnson. Sir, you have given 
opportunities enough of learning, when I have been myour^ 
company. No man loves to be treated wnth contempt.”' 
Beauclerk. (with a polite inclination towards Johnson) 
“Sir, you have known me twenty years, and however I may 
have treated others, you may be sure I could never treat you 
with contempt.” Johnson. “Sir, you have said more than 
was necessary.” Thus it ended ; and Beauclerk’s coach not 
having come for him till vety^ late, Dr. Johnson and another - 
gentleman sat with him a long time after the rest of the- 
company were gone; and he and 1 dined at Beauclerk’s on the. 
Saturday se’nnight following. 
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After this tempest had subsided, I recollect the followin' 
particulars of his conversation : 

“I am always for getting a boy forward in his learning • fo 
that IS a sure good. I would let him at first read anv Englisl 
book which happens to engage his attention ; because yoi 
nave done a great deal, when you have brought him to have 
entertainment from a book. He’ll get better books afterwards ’ 

Ilf rl a single line of his projected 

me of the Duke of Marlborough. He groped for materials ; and 
thought of It, till he had exhausted his mind. Thus it sometimes 
hap^ns that men entangle themselves in their own schemes.” 

1 0 be contradicted, in order to force you to talk i; 
unpleasing. You shine, indeed ; but it i 
Of a gentleman who made some figu 
of his time (Mr. Fitzherbert,) he said, “ 1 
was by a felicity of manner : he had n 
what he could not help." 

On Saturday, April 24, I dined with h 
mtb Sir Joshua Regnolds, Mr. Jones 
Mr. L^gton, Mr. Steevens, Mr. Paradise, auu j. 

I mentioned that Mr. Wilkes had attacked Garrick 
aian who had no friend. Johnson. 

Sir. ^ Oi ov — He had friends but 

Garnck was so diffused, he had 

unbosom himself. r I 

him, and that always for the same 
great uniformity." 

Goliath's 


s iniglity, 

:s by being 

re among the Ziieraii 
Vhat eminence he, had 

0 ■ more leaming than 

Lm at. Mr. Beauclerk's, 
(afterwards Sir William, ) 

. and Dr, Higgins*. 

- „ d: tO; !xie, as ,a 

1 believe lie is rights 
b..:' no irkrid.'^ 

no man to whom; he wished: to ' 
... alv/ays ready to; applaud:' 

*■ thing: so he saw life , w:itH 

1 took upon me, for once, to ftght with ■; 
weapons, ^d play the sophist— Garrick did not need 
n ‘ all he wanted. WhatTs a 

fnend ? One who supports you and comforts you, while others 
do not. Fnendship, you know, Sir, is the brdial drop ‘to 
make the nauseous draught of life go down:’ bur jf the 

for that drop ” Johnson. “ Many men would not be coS 
tohveso. I hope I should not They would Ss^ to tab 
an intimate friend, with whom they might compare minds and 
chensh private virtues.” One of the company Lentioted Lord 
C esterfield, as a man who had no friend. Johnson “There 

s rsis?’ »ad 

Gamck was a very good man, the cheerfulest man of Ms 



..age j ,a deceiit liver profession which is supposed to "give 
.iiidulgence „..to iicciitious.ness i and a man who gave away, freely'^, 
money acquired, by himself. „ He began the world with a great 
hunger for money y the son of a half-pay officer, bred in a 
family ..i.bose study was to make four-pence do as much as others 
made four-pence halfpenny do. ' ^ But, when' he had got money, 
he was very liberal” ■ I presumed to animadvert on his eulogy' on' 
Garrick, in his Lives of the Poets.” ‘‘You say, Sir, his death 
eclipsed the gaiety of nations^' .Johnson. “I could not have 
.said 111 c.re nor less, , It is the truth j eclipsed^ visA sxtinguished i 
and Ms death' i/if' eclipse,; it was like a storm.” ■■ Boswell. 
•‘But why nations? Did bis gaiety extend further than his 
own nation ? Johnson. _ “ Why, Sir,' some exaggeration 'must'" 
be allowed. Besides, nations may be sain — if we allow ■ the 
scotch to be .a iiatioii, and to have gaiety, — which they have' 
not* ^ Fm are an exception, though. Corae, gentlemen, let us^ 
candidly admit that 'there is one Scotchman who is cheerful”' 
Beauclerk. “ But he is a very unnatural Scotchman.” I„ 
however, continued to think the compliment to Garrick hyper- 
bolically untrue. His acting had ceased sometime before his 
death,; at any rate he bad acted in Ireland' but a short time, at 
an earl}/ period of Ills life, and never in Scotland. I objected 
alp to what appears an anticlimax of praise, when contrasted' 
with the preceding panegyrick,— “ and diminished the publick 
stock of harmless pleasure!” — “.Is not harmless pkmure 
'vpy tame?” Johnson. “Nay, Sir, harmless pleasure is the 
highest praise. Pleasure is a word of dubious import ; pleasure 
is in general dangerous, and pernicious to virtue ; to be able 
therefore to^furnish pleasure that is harmless, pleasure pure and 
unalloyed, is as great a power as man can possess.” This’ 
was, perhaps, as ingenious a defence as 'could be made; stilb 
however, I was not satisfied. 

^ A celebrated wit being mentioned, he said, “One may say of 
hiin as was said of a French wit, II n^a de V esprit que contre Dieu. 

I have been several times in company with him, but never per- 
ceived^aiiy strong power of mt He produces a general effect 
by^ various means: he has a cheerful countenance and a gay 
voice. Besides, his trade is wit. It would be as wild in him 
to come into company without merriment' as for ahi&bwavman 
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sober man who happens occasionally to get drunk, readily 
^ough goes into a new company, which a man who has been 
dnnking should never do. Such a man will undertake any 
ttang ; he IS without skill in inebriation. I used to slink home 
when I had drunk too much. A man accustomed to self- 
raammation will be conscious when he is drunk, though an 
habitual drunkard will not be conscious of it. I knew a 
physician, who for twenty years was not sober; yet in a 
pamphlet, which he wrote upon fevers, he appealed to Garrick 
and me for his vindication from a charge of drunkenness. A 
bookseller (naming him) who got a large fortune by trade, was 
so habitually and equably drunk, that his most intimate friends 
never perceived that he was more sober at one time than 
another. ’ ^ 

Talking of celebrated and successful irregular practisers in 
physick, he said “Taylor^ was the most ignorant^man Hver 
knew, but sprightly: Ward, the dullest. Taylor challenged me 
once to talk ^tin with him; (laughing.) I quoted sSme Tf 
Horace, which he took to be a part of my own speech. He 

sffvo?raid°£rT “I remember, 

bir, you said, that Taylor was an instance how far impudence 

could carry ignorance.”-Mr. Beauclerk was very entertaining 

this day, and told us a number of short storiL in a lively 

elegant manner, and with that air of the world which has I 

know not what impressiye effect, as if there were sometSn^ 

more han is expressed, or than perhaps we could perfect!? 

understand As Johnson and I accompanied Sir^Tosh a 

Reynolds in his coach, Johnson said, “There is in BeaucWk 

h/.?? r that one does not like. Bm 
he is a man who has lived so much in the world, that he has a 
■short story on every occasion ; he is always ready to talk and -s 
never exhausted.” ^ ^ 

Johnson and I passed the evening at Miss Reynolds’s Sh 
Joshuas sister. I mentioned that an eminent friend of our’^ 
remark, that affection descends said 
Wnrf • fn*® '''P contrived for the preservation of man- 
kmd , for which it was not so necessary that there should be 

' ‘The ChevaHer Taj-lor, the eelebrated OculBt.-M.J ’ ’ 
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it is in expectation of a return that parents are so attentive to 
their children ; and I know a very pretty instance of a little girl 
^ ,, of whom her father was very fond, who once when he^was in 'a'" 
melancholy fit, and had gone to bed, persuaded him to rise in 
. .good humour by saying, ‘My dear papa, please to get up,' and' 
... ..let me hej.p you on with your clothes, that I may learn to dO' It 
when you are an old man/” 

....Soon ^aiter . this time a little incident ■ occurred, whiG.h I, will 
not suppress, because I am desirous that my work should be, as 
miicli as IS. .consistent' 'witii the strictest truth, .an antidote to the 
false and injurious notions' of his ■ character, which' have been 
given by others, and therefore I infuse every drop of genuine 

sweetness mto my biographical cup. 

“ To Dr. Johnson. ' ■ 

'“MV DEAR SIR,' 

I in great pain with an infiamed foot, and obliged to 
keep my bed, so am prevented from having the pleasure to dine 
.. at Mr. Ramsay s to-day, which is very hard ; and my spirits are 
sadly sunk, Will you be so friendly as to come and sit an hour 
, ..W'.ith me in the evening. I am ever 

“ Your most faithful, 

“ And affectionate humble servant, 

A t M ‘‘ James Boswell.” 

'. '“‘'Sotttfe.Aiiflley-street, 

Monday, April 26.” 

“ To Mr. Boswell.' 

“ Mr. Johnson laments the absence of Mr. Boswell, and will 
come to him.” 

".'"''^.liarky-street.” 

He came to me in the evening, and brought Sir Joshua 
Reynolds. I need scarcely say, that their conversation, while 
they sat by my bedside, was the most pleasing opiate to pain 
that could have been administered. 

Johnson being now better disposed to obtain information 
concerning Pope than he was last year,i sent by me to my Lord 
Marchmont, a present of those volumes of his “ Lives of the 
Poets,” which were at this time published, with a request to 
have permipion to wait on him; and his Lordship, who had 
called on him twice, obligingly appointed Saturday, the first of 
May, for receiving us. 

1 See p. 246 of this volume. 





278 The Life of Dr. Johnson 

On that morning Johnson came to me from Streathaiii an.-! 
after drinking chocolate at General Paoli’s. in South-A.idley- 
'",\P^^eeded to Lord Marchmont's in Car.on-street 
iis Lordship met us at the door ot his librar>-, and with creat 
politeness said to Johnson, “ I am not going to makl an 

• foTt^ yon the high ?especri ha“ 

_ yau, Sir.^ Johnson was exceedingly courteous • and *h.=' 
interview, W'hich lasted about two hours, Lring which the^E'-rJ 
communicated his anecdotes of Pope, was al agreeable -S T 
could have^ wished When we came out, I said" trjohn:on 
that consiamng his Lordship’s civility, r should hjve been 
itxed if he had again lailed to come. “Sir, /said he ) i ivmlr’ 
n.her have giv„ twenty poet.d. than net ' te cJ,L f f 

accompanied aim to Streatham, where we dined, and returned 

- to town ill the evening. fccuracu 

On Monda^>y Ivlay 3, I dined with him at Mr Diliv’s ■ T 
pressed him this day for his opinion or. the passa-^e oM>ine!' 
concerning which I had in vain questioned tlm b 
letters, and at length obtained it in due formofloK': 

C-ASE for Dr. Johnson’s Opinion ; 

3d of Majj 1779. 

“ PARNEti, in his ‘ Hermit,’ has the following passage : 

' douby to know the w'orid by 

£0 find if boons and stuains report it rio-ht • ^ 

Vihose feet came wand’nng o’er the nightly dew. ) ’ 

^ there not a contradiction in its being72>.r/supoosed that 
Hemiit knew both what books and stains reponed 5 t 

knew by Lins 

'' 1 think it asi inaccuracy. —He mentions two ins^'ru.-tersi^t ' 

_ thcjint line, and says he had only one in the «ex' ” 

Ihis evening I set out for Scotland. 

cpskaved, had, no .actual experience of thp .it'siv.finlrt Lg. -' 

lag It kid bea.i obtained & two ways"; 

country swains, who had seen a little of it •’“he those 

„■ his.dcubKs concerning Providence and i-n nie.'’4ung, tiierafore, is. 

experitpice • to see uLdier L accounts 4 actuk*; 


r:ssJr“"' “ '**' 

Mr. Malone, tt ntnst be owned, has .shewn ntuch critical ingenuity in his e.spWtte 
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“ To Mrs. Lucy Porter, in Lichfield. 

; “ DEAR MADAM, 

Mr. Green has informed me that you are much better • 
I hop I need not tell you that I am glad of it. I cannot 
bpst of being much better ; my old nocturnal complaint stdl 
fhar^Xn’ Tf 's difficult, though mLh easier 

has been a little indisposed; 
pt she IS got well again. They have, since the loss of 
-heir boy, aad two caughters ; but they seem likely to want 

“ I _hope yomhad some books which I sent you. I was 
sorry or poor Mis. Aaey’s death, and am afraid you will be 
sometimes solitary; pt endeavour, whether alone or in com- 

My friends likewise die very 
.ast, but such is the state of man. I am, dear love, 

'■* Your most humble servant, 

“May 4, 1779.” Johnson.” 

He had, betore I left London, resumed the conversation 
TOncernmg . tne apparance of a ghost at Newcastle upon 
ryne, .which Mr. John Wesley believed, but to which Johnson 
did pt give credit. I was, however, desirous to examine the 
question closely, and at the same time wished to be marig 
acquainted with Mr. John Wesley; for though I differed from 
mm in some points, I admired his various talents, and loved 
ms pious seal. At my request, therefore. Dr. Johnson gave 
me a letter of introduction to him. 

“To THE Reverend Mr. John Wesley 

“sir, 

“ Mr. Boswell, a gentleman who has been long known 
to me. is desirous of being knowm to you, and has asked this 
recommendation, which I give him with great willingness, 

of this passage. Hb interpretation, however, seems to me much too recondite Th» 
certain enough; but surely the expression is confus^' 

ana one part ot it contradictory to the other. ^ 

CEut why U& f-^Whenz meaning is given to a passage by understanding 

v/ordb m an uncommon sense, the interpretation may be said to be recondite, and how? 
ever ingenious, may be suspected not to be sound ; but when words are explained in 
their ordinary acceptation, and the explication which is fairly deduced from them wJthoS 

Context, it surely may be safely 
accepted * and the calling such an explication recondite, when wtking else can be saS 
ti, will not make it the less just.—hl.] ^ c-c sata 



reSm mS. i 7 "l '"°rthy and 

religious men should be acquainted with each other. ^ 

“ I am, Sir, 

“ Your most humble servant, 

**May 5, 1779.** Sam. J^ohnson.^^ 

T ^ course of his ministry at Edinburo-h 

! f f was very politely recSd 

LneKiT^r ^ aLordloS 

I did not write to Johnson, as usual, upon mv return to mv 
femily ; but tried how he would be ^ected mj si enm^ 
Mr. Dilly sent me a copy of a note which he received from 
him on the 13th of July, in these words: 


To Mu. Dilly. 


‘‘ Since Mr. BoswelFj 
him ; please to send word 
you have sent my books tc 


’s departure, I have never heard from 
1 w*at you know of him, and whether 


‘‘To James Boswell, Esq. 

“dear, sir, 

“What can possibly have happened, that b 

buch strangers to each other? I expected to have 
yon when you came home ; I expected aftenran 
into country, and returned ; and yet there Is ru 
Mr. Boswell. No ill I hope has ha/pened "and 

f u® concealed from him who 
t ? 1 ^ l^'^tnour, that has disposed you to n 
hold out longest without ivriting ? If it be vot 

TOtory. _ But I am afraid of something bad- set^m 

my suspicions. ^ ^ 

“ My thoughts are at present employed in -messinr 
of your silence : you must not exopct thl r t ^ 
any thing, if I hai any thing”S Sf^Vri . If 
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and let^me know what is, or what has been the cause of this 

, long interruption'/': ^ . : ■ , 

“I am, dear Sir, 

Your most affectionate humble servant, ' ^ 

“July 13, 1779.” “Sam. Johnson.” 

“To Dr. Samuel Johnson. 

“ . “ Edinburgh, July 17, 1775. 

W JLIT may be justly denominated a supine indolence 
ot mind, has been my state of existence since I last returned 
CO Scotland. In a IiveHer state I had often suffered severely 
from long intervals of silence on your part; and I had even 
been chid by you for expressing my uneasiness. I was willing 
to taxe advantage of my insensibility, and while I could bear 
the e-xpenraent, to try whether your affection for me would, 
^ter an unusual silence on my part, make you write first. 
1, CIS afternoon I have had very high satisfaction by receiving 
your kind letter of enquiry, for which I most gratefully thank 
you. ^ I am doubtful if it was right to make the experiment ; 
though 1 have^ gained by it. I was beginning to grow tender, 
and to upbraid myself, ^ especially after having dreamt two 
nights ago that I was with you. I and my wife, and my four 
children, are all well.^ I would not delay one post to answer 
your letter; but as it is late, I, have not time to do more.' 
ton shall soon hear from me, upon many and various particu- 
iars ; and I shall never again put you to any test. I am, with 
veneration, my dear Sir, 

*‘'Your much obliged, 

And faithful humble servant, 

‘‘James Boswell.” 

On , the 22nd of July, I wrote to him again ; and gave 'him ' - 
an account of my last interview with my worthy friend, Mr. 
Edward Dilly, at his brother's house atSouthill in Bedfordshire,' 
where he died soon after I parted from him, leaving me a very 
kind remembrance of his regard. 

I informed^ him that Lord Hailes, who had promised to 
furnish him with some anecdotes for his “ Lives of the Poets,” 
had sent me three instances of Prior's borrowing from Gom~ 
Mtdd, in Memeii des Foetes,'' tome 3. Epigram “To John I 
owed ‘great obligation/ ” p. 25. “ To- the Duke of Noailles,” 

p. 32. “Sauntering Jack and idle' Joan,”- p. 25. 
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My letter was a pretty long one, and contained a variety of 
particulars ; but he, it should seem, had not attended to it : 

for nis next to me was as follows: 

** To James Boswell, Esq. 

MY DEAR SIR, 

1 playing the same trick again, and trying who 

can keep silence longest ? Remember that all tricks are either 
kna^sh or cn^sh : and that it is as foolish to make eSerT- 
menj^upon the constancy of a friend, as upon the chastity of 

“What can be the cause of this second fit of silence, I 

^ cheated 

‘^’oughts with conjectures about 
the motives of a man who, probably, acts only by caprice 
Itherefore suppose you are well, and that .Mrs. Bo.sweJi is wei: 

I summer has restored Lord Auchinleck.' 

whenTwt ?n Scotiard.^^’^ ^ ^ 

_ “ I forgot whether I informed you that poor Thraie has been 
n great danger. Mrs. Thraie likewise has miscarried, w 
oeen much indisposed. Every body else is well ; Langton is 
in camp I intend to put Lord Haile.rs description of D?yden ^ 

I 1“°'" accuracy, w4h he 


™ %j} 'ji ; . ujs auciiracy. wisfi he 

m^iwnmbJ ^ alw44 settle to 

“Mr. Thraie goes to Brighthelmstone about Michaelmas to 

be jolJ and nde a hunting. I shall go to town, perhaps to 
Oxford Exercise and gaiety, or rather carelessnel will I 

C malady ; and I likewise hope 

by the change of place, to find some opport unities of ^-yroirinr 

yet better myself. I am, dear Sir, ® 

“ Your humble senrant, 

“Streath.^m, Sept. 9, 1779.” “Sam. JOHNSON.’- 

My readers mil not be displeased at being told evei-y sliirht- 
circumstance of the manner in which Dr. Johnson contnvpdtn 
amuse his solitary hours. He sometimes ' employed himself in 
chymistry, sometimes m watering and pruning a vine, some 

I have a copy to him from his Lordship, but it has not yet been published, 

afterwards ^ve mt— mT”® riryden, which lord Hailes hsid collected, the authour 


Johnson.^ 
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itinioS: „ .in .small experiments, at .which those, who may smile, 

. should recollect that, there are mo.ments which' admit of being 
soothed only by trifiesd 

On ^the 20th of September I defended myself against his 
suspicion of me, which I did not deserve ; and added, Pray, 
let us write frequently. A whim strikes me that we should 
sen.d off a, sheet once .a week, like a stage-coach, whether it be 
■ ..i'liil., or , not,; : nay, though it ■ .should -be empty. The very sight of 
jom hand^ writing would comfort me ; and were a sheet to be 
.thus. sent .regularly, .we should, much oftener convey .something, 
were it only a few kind words.’^ 

. My friend, Colonel J ames Stuart, second son of the Earl of 
Bute, who^ had_ distinguished himself as a good officer of the 
Bedfordshire militia, had taken a publick-spirited resolution to 
serve iiis country in its difficulties, by raising a regular regiment, 
and taking the command of it himself. This, in the heir of 
the immense ^ property of Wortley, was highly honourable. 
Having been jn Scotland recruiting, he obligingly asked 'me to ' 
accompany him to Leeds, then the bead-quarters of his corps ; 
from thence to London for a short time, and afterwards to 
other places to vrhich the regiment might be ordered. Such an 
ofier,^a't a time of the year, when I had full leisure, was very ■ 
pleasing ; especially as I was to accompany a man' of sterling ' 
good sense, i.ntormation, discernment,- and conviviality, and 
was to have a second crop, in one year, of London and Johnson. 
Of this I informed my illustrious friend, in characteristical 
warm terms, in a letter dated the 30th of September, from 
.-Leeds,".: " ■ ' . ■ -: 

On Monday, October 4,^ I called at his house before he was 
..He sent for me to his. bedside, and expressed .his-. ''Satis- =' 
■faction^^at this incidental meeting, with as much vivacity as if 
he had been in tine gaiety of youth. He called briskly, 
“Frank, go and get coffee, and let us breakfast inspkndmr:^ 

^ During this visit to London I had several interviews with 
him, which ^ it is unnecessary to distinguish particularly, ,I 
consulted him as to the appointment of guardians to my 

^ In one of his mannscript Diaries, there is the following entry, which marks his cnrious 
minute attention : “ Jah^ 26, 1768. i shaved my nail by accident in whetting the knife, 
about an eighth of an inch from the bottom, and about a fourth from the top. This I 
measure that J may know the growth of nails ; the whole is about five-eighths of an inch/* 
Another of the same kind appears, Aug. 7, 1779, “ Partem brackiid^xiH carpo proxz- 
tnam ei cuiem pectoris circa, rnmnillam dexiram rasz^ ut notum fieret quanto temporis 
pm renot>armturP ■ ' ' 

And, “Aug. ts, 1733* I cut from the vine 41 leaves, which weighed five oa and a ha!f^ 
and eiglit scruples 1 lay them upon my book-case, to see what weight they will lose by 
drying/’ ' ' • ■ - 
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children, in case of my death. » Sir, (said he,) do not appoint 
a number of guartons. _ When there are many, they truf one 
to another, and the business is neglected. I would advise you 
to choose only one ; let him be a man of respectable character, 

be a rich 

man, so that he may be under no temptation to take advantage : 

Sairl whr.M-f who is used to conduct 

affairs with_ ability and expertness, to whom therefore, the 
execution of tlie trust will not be burdensome.” 

On Sunday,^ October 10, dined together at Mr, Strahan's. 
i he conversation having turned on the prevailing p^'actice of 
going to the East-Indies in quest of weLh ;-j|hnsoS « 1 
man, had better have ten thousand pounds at the eiid'of tPii'' 
“ England; than twenty thousand pounds at the 
d of ten years passed in India, because you must compute 
what you pve for money ; and a man who has lived ten year^ in 
India, has given up ten years of social comfort and all tho e 

Mr Sn dtf ^"Sland The ingenious 

f ^ Erown, distinguished by the name of Capability Brown 

told me, that he was once at the seat of Lord Clive^who had 

hSTtlfZr^oflf- and that he shewed 

nirn at the door of his bed-chamber a large chest which 

I am^<j?rri ^ full of pid; upon which Brown observed, 

Wetalked ophe state of the poor in London.— Tohnson 
Senders Welch, the. Justice, who w'as once High-GonstSte 
of Holborn, and had the best opportunities of knowin? the 
state of the poor, told me that I under-rated the number when 

^ *at is, above a thousand a' 
yea^ died of hunger y not absolutely of immediate hunger • bu'r 
of the wasting and other diseases which are the consmnpnr- 

o hunger. This happens only in so large a pkce lln C 
where people are not known. What we are tnW ® ’ 

great sums got by begging, is not true : the trade isovere-ocke^ 
And you may depend upon it, there are many wL cannor .-f 
work, A particular kind of manufacture feils ; Thos^wlr! 


complained of a little gout in his toe, and said, “ I shan’t go to 

Kh S° to-morrow : Whenever 

church on a Sunday, I resolve to go another day. But I do 

^ e’^hibition of that vibration 
indolence, which many of us 

oave too, often experienced. ^ ■ 

T 7 ^ ^1“’ hadalong quiet conversation. 

concerning Pope, 

jin .writing^^whose life he was now employed,) which 1 "shall 
insert as a literary curiosity.^ 


' dear sir, 


“To, James Boswell, Esq. 


T 1 If in London, I was carried by Dr. 
Jonn Blair, Prebendary of Westminster, to dine at old Lord 
Lathursts; where we found the late Mr. Mallet, Sir James 
X oiter, who had been Ambassadour at Constantinople, the late 
Dr. Macaulay, and two or three more. The conversation turn- 
ing on Mr. Pope, Lord Bathurst told us, that ‘The Essay on 
1 by Lord Bolingbrolce in prose, 

and that Mr. 1 ope did no more than put it into verse : that he 
had read Lord Bolingbroke’s manuscript in his own hand- 
writing j and remembered well, that he was at a loss w’hether 
most to admire the elegance of .Lord Bolingbroke’s prose, or 

■'^'ben Lord Bathurst told this, 

ML Mallet bade me attend, and remember this remarkable 
piece of information ; as, by the course of Nature, I might 
survive his Lordship, and be a witness of his having said so 
i he conversation was indeed too remarkable to be forgotten. 
A lew days after, meeting with you, who were then also at 
London, you will remember that I mentioned to you what had 
passed on this subject, as I was much struck with this anecdote. 
But what ascertains my recollection of it, beyond doubt is 
that being accustomed to keep a journal of what passed when I 
was at London, which I wrote out every evening, I find the 

1 llje Re\% Dr. Law, Bishop of Carlisle, in the Preface to his valuable edition of 
Archbishop king’s « Essay on the Origin of Evil,” mentions that the princblt 
tianea in it had oeen adopted by Pope in his “ Essay on Man ; ” and adds ^ Tlie firt 
notwithstanoing such denial, (Bishop Warburton’s) might have been strictly verifiS hvfn 
unexceptional testimony, that of the late Lord Bathurst, who saw the very same 
p-stem oftne ro .5eATtov (taken from the Archbishop) in Lord Boiingbroke’s ovSf hand 
¥ was composing his Essa^^.” This is respectable evidOTce- 
but that oJ Dr. L*^ur is more oirect from the fountain-head, as well as more full Let me 
add to It that of Dr. Joseph Warton : -The late Lord ^^thnt!trtpStSlyLur^ Z 
that he had read the whoie scheme of The Essay on Man/ in the hand-writnig of BoIinS 
broke, and drawn up m a senes of propositions, which Pope was to versify and il lustra^’* 
Essay on the Genius and Writings of Pope, voL iu p. 62. , iuu:>ua®e. 


286 The Life of Dr. Johnson 

particulars of the above information, just as I have now given 
them, distinctly marked; and am thence enabled to fix this 
conversation to have passed on Friday, the aand of April, 176-?. 

I remember also distinctly, (though I have not for this the 
authority of my journal,) that the conversation going on con- 
cerning Mr. Pope, I took notice of a report which had been 
sometmes propagated that he did not understand Greek 
^rd Bathurst said to me that he knew that to be false : for 
that part of the Iliad was translated by Mr. Pope in his house 
m the country ; and that in the morning when they assembled 
at breakfast, Mr. Pope used frequently to repeat, with great 
•rapture, the Greek lines which he had been translating, and 
together version of them, and to comiiare them 

“If these circumstances can be of any use to Dr. Tohiison 

you have my full liberty to give them to him. I beg you will’ 
at the same time, present to him my most respectful comoli- 
ments, with best wishes for his success and fame in all his 
literary undertakings. I am, with great respect, my dearest 

“Your most affectionate, 

And obliged liiioible servant, 

t ‘'Hugh 

Broughton Park, 

Sept. 21, 1779.*’ 

Johnson “Depend upon it, Sir, this is too strongly stated 
ofX had from Bohngbroke the philosophick s^amm 

■ Qf h s , Essay ; and admitting this to be' true, Lord Bathurst ^ did'' 
.But the thing is ^ottuetth^li' 
pde that iiiair seems to imagine ; we are sure that the poetical 
imagery, -which maxes a great part of the poem, >vas Pope’s own 

n th^ acTOunt which is given of almost every thing. I told Mrs’ 
Ihraie, You have so little anxiety about truth, diat you neve'- 
lax your memory with the exact thing.’ Now what' is use 
gthe memory to truth, if one is careless of exartaess^ Lord 

mere ary particulars. They are to be oc ^ 

tionary. You know such things are there ; and may be looked" 
at when you please. Robertson paints ; but the r^LoLne k 
you are sure he does not know the people whom he p2ms S 
you cannot suppose a likeness. Chariters shouldTir' be 
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given^by an bistoriaoj unless he knew the people whom he' 
■deseribeSs or copies from those' who knew' them.'' 

.. . Boswell. “ Why,. .Sir, do .people play- this trick.' .which '. I - 
observe ^ now, when- I -look at yonr 'grate, putting the shovel 
against it to make the .lire' burn Johnson.' “ 'They- play-, 
the trick, but -it does ".not make the fire hum} ' TMr^ 
is a better; (setting: the.- poker perpendicularly .up. at right 
angles muth the ' grate.) - ' In days of superstition'^ they 'thought,, 
as it made a cross with the bars, it would drive..' away ' the 
witch.” 

Boswfxl. “ By .associating with you,. Sir, I am ■ always 
getting an ^accession of wisdom. But perhaps a man, - after 
knowing liis own character — the limited strength of his own 
.mind, should not be desirous of having too much wisdom, 
considering, valeant Immen^ how' little he can carry.” 
Johnson. “Sir, be as wise as you can ; let a man be aliis latus^ 
sapiens • siU : 

* Though pleas’d to see the dolphins play, 

, I mind my compass and my way.’® 

You'' ..-Eiay be-' wise in your study in the morning, and gay in 
company at a tavern in the evening. Every man is to take 
care of his own wisdom and his own virtue, without minding 
too much what others think.” 

He said, “Dodsley first mentioned to me the scheme 
of an English Dictionary ; but .1 had long thought . of it.”-... 
Bosw^ell. “You did not knov/ what, you were undertaking.”'-' 
JOhmsoN. “Yes,- Sir, I knew very- well -what I was- under- 
taking,—- and very, well .how to do it, — and have done it 
vQxj well” Boswell, An excellent climax 1 and it Ms ' 
availed you. In your Prefa.ce' you say, *What would it 
avail me in this gloom of solitude ? *’ ; You" have been agreeably " 
mistaken,” 

III his life of Milton,'. he' observes, “ I cannot but remark a 
kind of respect, perhaps uiicoosciously, paid to this great man 
by his biographers; every house in Which he resided is his- 
torically mentioned, as if it were an injury to neglect naming 
any place that he honoured by his presence.” I had, before 
I read this observation, been desirous of shewing that respect 
to Johnson, by various enquiries. Finding him this evening 
in a very good humour, I prevailed on him to give me an exact 

^ [It certairJy does make the lire bum : by repelling the air, it throws a blast on the 
fire, and so performs the part in some degree of a blower or bellows. — K earney.] 

The Spleen, a Poem. 
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list of his places .of ■ residence, since.' he entered the' 'metropolis 
as an anthour, which I subjoin in a note.^ 

.mentioned to him a dispute between, a. friend . of mine 'and 
his^ lady, concerning conjugal infidelity, which my friend had 
ramntamed was by no means so bad in the husband, as in the 
friend^was in the right, Sin Between 
different question : but between a : 
husband's infidelity is nothing.; '....They .are , 

srations'.'O'f.' 


wife. Johnson. 
a man and his Maker it is a 

man and his wife, a 1 ’ " 

. connected By children, by fortune, by serious ■ conside' 
community. -Wise married women don't' trouble themselves 
.about..infi.d'eIity in their husbands." Boswell. ''To ' be -sure 
there, is a great difference between the offence of iiiiidelity 
in a man .and that of his wife." Johnson. "The difference 
is boundless. The man imposes no bastards upon ' his 
wife.." ■ 

.Here it may be questioned, whether Jolinson was entire! v in 
the right. I suppose it will not be controverted, that the ^dif- 
ference in the degree of criminality is very great, on account 
of consequences : but still it may be maintained, that, inde- 
. pjendemyof moral obligation, infidelity is by no means a light 
■offence^ in a husband; because it must hurt a delicate attach- 
ment, in which a mutual ^ constancy is implied, with such 
refined sentiments as Massinger has exhibited in his plav of 
The Picture.” Johnson probably at another time would 
have admitted this opinion. And let it be kept in remem- 
brance, that he was very careful not to give any encouragement 
to irre^Iar conduct. A gentleman, not adverting to the 
distinction made by him upon this subject, supposed a case 
of singular perverseness in a wife, and heedlessly said. “That 
then he thought a husband might do as he pleased with p 
safe conscience.” Johnson. “Nay, Sir, this is wild indeed 
hSmi ingjj you must consider thcit forniccition is si crinio in 

1. Exeter-street, off Cathenne-street, Strand. 

2. Greenwich. 

3. Woodstock-street, near Hanover-sqnare. 

4. Lastle-street, Cavendish-sqnare, No. 6. 

S- Strand. 

6. Bosweil-Court. 

7. Strand, again. 

.■ ■■■ 8. Bow-street. ■ 

9. Holbom. 

.JO. Fetter-lane. 

II. Holborn, again. 

-12. G.ough' Square. 

. .. -13. Staple .Inn. '.' ■■ 

14. Gray’s Inn. 

JS* Inner Temple-lane, No. i. 

16. Johnson's-court, No. 7. 

17 * Bolt-court, No. 8. 
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a single man; and you cannot have more liberty by being 
married.” 

He this evening expressed himself strongly against the 
Roman Catholics ; observing, “ In every thing in which they 
differ from us, they are wrong,” He was even against 
the invocation of saints; in short, he was in the humour of 
opposition. 

Having regretted to him that I had learnt little Greek, as is 
too generally the case in Scotland ; that I had for a long time 
hardly applied at all to the study of that noble language, and 
that I was desirous of being told by him what method to 
follow; he recommended to me as easy helps, Sylvanus’s 
“First Book of the Iliad;” Dawson’s ‘"Lexicon to the Greek 
New Testament;” and “ Hesiod,” with I'asoris Zexi^omt the 
.end' of it 

On Tuesday^ October 12, I 'dined ■ with 'him , at Mr. 
Ramsay’ S5 with Lord Newhaven, '.and some other . company, 
none of whom I recollect, but a beautiful Miss Graham,^ a 
relation of his Lordship’s, who asked Dr. Johnson. to hob or 
nob with her. He was flattered by such pleasing attention, 
a,nd politely told her, he never drank wine ; but if she would 
drink, a glass of water, he was much at her service. She 
accepted. “Oho, Sir I (said Lord Newhaven) you are caught,” 
Johnson, “Nay, I do not see kow I am caught \ but if ,I,am 
caught, I do.n’t want to get free again. If I am caught, I hope 
to be kept.” Then when the two glasses of water were brought, 
smiling placidly to the young lady, he said, “Madam, let us 
reciprocate^'^ 

Lord Newhaven and Johnson carried on an argument for 
some time, concerning the Middlesex election. Johnson said, 
“Parliament may be considered as bound by law, as a man is 
bound, where there is nobody to tie the knot. As^ it is clear 
that the .House of Commons may expel, and expel again and 
again, why not allow of the power to incapacitate for that 
parliament, rather than have a perpetual contest kept up 
between parliament and the people.” Lord Newhaven took 
the opposite side; but respectfully said, “I speak with great 
deference to you, Dr. Johnson ; I speak to be instructed.” 
This had its full effect on my friend. He bowed his head 
almost as low’ as the table, to a complimenting nobleman ; 
and called out, “My Lord, my Lord, I do not desire all 
this ceremony ; let us tell our' minds to, one another quietly.” 

Now the lady of Sir Heary : Bash .' 

K ■ .■■■'' 
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After the debate was over, he said, “I have got lights on 
the subject to-day, which I had not before.”" This was a 
great deal from him, especially as he had written a pamphlet 
upon it 

■ He ^ observed, “The House of Commons was originally not 
; a privilege ■ of the people, but a check, for the Grown, on the 
. House:, of Lords. I remember,. Henry the .Eighth wanted ', 
them to do something,*. they hesitated, in the morning, but did' 

, it. iU' the afternoon.. He told them, ‘It is well you did j or half 
, your heads should have ' been ■ upon ■ Temple-bar.’ . ^ But' the 
.House of Commons is now no longer under the power of the 
Crown,, and therefore must, be bribed.” ■ He added,, “ I have no 
delight in talking of publick affairs.” 

Of his fellow-collegian, the celebrated Mr. George Whitefield, 
he said, “ Whitefield never drew as much attention as a mounte- 
bank does ; he did not draw attention by doing better than 
others, but by doing what was strange. Were Astley to preach 
a sermon standing upon his head on a horse’s back, he would 
collect a multitude to hear him ; but no wise man would say 
he had made a better sermon for that. I never treated White- 
field’s ministry with contempt; I believe he did good. Pie 
had devoted himself to the lower classes of mankind, and 
among them he was of use. But when familiarity and noise 
claim the praise due to knowledge, art, and elegance, we must 
beat down such pretensions.” 

What I have preserved of his conversation during the 
remainder of my stay in London at this time, is only what 
follows : I told him that when I objected to keeping company 
with a notorious infidel, a celebrated friend of ours said to me, 

“ I do not think that men who live laxly in the world, as 3-012 
and I do, can with propriety assume such an authority: Dr. 
Johnson may, who is uniformly exemplary in his conduct. ' But 
it is not very consistent to shun an infidel to-daj', and get drunk 
to-morrow.” Johnson. “Nay, Sir, , this is sad reasoning. 
Because a man cannot be right in all things, is he to be right 
in nothing? Because a man sometimes gets drunk, is \e 
therefore to steal ? This doctrine 'VYouId ver}^ soon brins* a mao 
to the gallows.” • 

After all, however, it is a difficult question how far sincere 
Christians should associate with the avowed enemies of religion; 
for in the first place, almost every man’s mind may be more or 
less ‘ corrupted by evil communications ; ’ secondly, the world 
may very naturally suppose that they are not really in earnest in 
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religion, who can easily bear its opponents ; and thirdly, if 
the ■ profane find,: themselves,' quite' ■■ well received' ,bj ■ the 
pious, one of the checks upon an open declaration of their 
infidelity, and one of the probable chances of obliging them 
seriously to reflect, which their being shunned would do, 
'IS removed. , 

HCj I know not whyj shewed upon all occasions an aversion 

to go to Ireland, where I proposed to him that we should make 
a tour. Johnson. “It is the last place where I should 
wish to travel." Boswell. “Should you not like to see 
Dublin, Sir?” Johnson. “No, Sir; Dublin is only a worse 
capital^ . Boswell, not the ' Gianf s-causeway 'worth 
seeing ? , Johnson. Worth seeing ? yes ; but not worth going 
to see/', ' ® 

' Yet ' he had a kindness for ' the ' .Irish nation, and thus 
generously expressed himself to a gentleman from that country, 
on the subject of an union which artful Politicians have often 
had in view— -''.Do not make an union with us, Sir. We 
should unite with you, only to rob you. We should have 
robbed the Scotch, if they had had any thing of which we could 
have robbed them.'' 

Of an acquaintance of ours, whose manners and everything 
about him, though expensive, were coarse, he said, “ Sir, you 
see in him vulgar prosperity." 

^ ^ A foreign minister of no very high talents, who had been in 
his company for a considerable time quite overlooked, happened 
luckily to mention that he had read some of \m Rambler in 
Italian, and admired it much. This pleased him greatly; he 
observed that the title had been Genio errante^ 

though I have been told it was rendered more ludicrously, 11 
Vagaho-ndo I and finding that this minister gave such a proof of 
his taste, he was all attention to him, and on the first remark 
which he made, however simple, exclaimed, ‘‘ The Ambassadour 
says well; — His Excellency observes— And then he ex- 
panded and enriched the little that had been said, in so strong 
a manner, that it appeared something of consequence. This 
was exceedingly entertaining to the company who were present, 
and many a time afterwards it furnished a pleasant topick of 
merriment : “ The Ambassadour says became a laughable 
term of applause, when no mighty matter had been expressed. 

I left London on Monday, October 1 8 , and accompanied 
Colonel Stuart to Chester, where his regiment was to lye for 
some time. 
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“Mr. Boswell to Dr. Johnson. 

“ Chesters ■ Oetober 2 2,, : x 7 79. 

“my dear sir, 

“ It was not till one o’clock ;on Monday , momiog, that 
Colonel Stuart and I left London ; for we chose to bid, a cordial 
adieu to Lord Mountstuart, who was to set out on that day on 
his embassy to Turin. We drove, on excellently, and reached 
Lichfield in good time enough that night. The 'Colonel had 
heard so preferable a character of the George, : that, he would 
not put up at the Three Crowns, so that I did, not see our host, 
Wilkins. We found at the George as good' accommodations 
as we could wish to^ have, and I fully enjoyed the comfortable 
thought that I ri^as -m Lichfield again. Next morning it rained 
very hard ; and as I had much to do in a little time, I ordered 
a post-chaise, and between eight and nine sallied forth to make 
a round of visits. I first went to Mr. Green, hoping to have 
had him to accompany me to ail my other friends, but he was 
engaged to attend the Bishop of Sodor and Man, who was then 
lying at Lichfield very ill of the gout. Having taken a hasty 
glance at the additions to Green’s museum, from which it was 
not easy to break away, I next went to the Friery, where I at 
first occasioned some tumult in the ladies, who w^ere ' not 
prepared to receive C07npa7iy so early : but my name,, which has 
by wmnderful felicity come to be closely associated with yours, 
soon made all easy \ and Mrs. Cobb and Miss Adey re-assumed 
their seats at the breakfast table, which they had quitted with 
some precipitation. They received me with the kindness of an 
old acquaintance; and after we had joined in a cordial chorus 
io your praise, Mrs. Cobb gave me the' high satisfaction of 
hearing that you said, ‘Boswell is a man who I believe never 
left a house without leaving a wish for his return.’ And she 
afterwards added, that she bid you tell me, that if ever 1 cariie 
to.,, Lichfield,, she hoped I would take, a bed at the Frier?. 
From thence I drove to Peter Garrick’s,^ where I also' found 
a very,' flattering welcome. He. appeared to me 'to enjoy his 
usual cheerfulness; and he very , kindly asked me to come when 
.1 could, and pass "a week with him. ' , From Mr. Garrick’s, 

I .went to the Palace to wait on Mr. Seward. '. I ■was first 
entertained by his lady and daughter, he himself being in bed 
witii a cold, according to his valetudmary custom. But he 
desired^ to .see_rne,; and I , fo'und him ..dressed in his black 
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gown, with:;a:,:w!iite '' flanne!^^ it * so . that ' he 

looked like a Domiriican friar.. He 'was. good-humoured 'and. 
polite ^ and under his roof too my reception was very pleasing. 
I then^ proceeded to Stow-hill, and first paid my respects to 
Mrs. Gastrell, whose conversation' ! was not willing .to quit 
’But my sand-glass was now beginning to run low, as I could 
not trespass too long o.n the .ColoneFs kindness, who obligingly 
waited .for me so I hastened to Mrs. Aston’s,^ whomd found 
much, better .than I. feared I should; and there I met a brother- 
in-law' of .these ladies, who talked much of you, and very well 
too, as it appeared to me. ' It then only remained to visit Mrs. '' 
.Lucy Porter, which I did, I really, believe, with sincere, satis-., 
faction on both sides. I am sure I was glad to see her again; 
and, as I take her to be very honest, I trust she was glad' to 
see me again; for she expressed herself so, that I' could not 
doubt of her being in earnest. What a great key-stone, of 
kindness, my dear Sir, were you that morning ! for we were all 
held together by our common attachment to you. I cannot 
say that I ever passed two^ hours with more self-complacency 
than 1 did those two at Lichfield. Let m,e not entertain any' 
suspicion that this is idle vanity. Will not. you confirm me in 
my persuasion, that he who finds himself so regarded has just 
reason to be happy ? 

“^We got to Chester about midnight on Tuesday; and here 
again I am in a state of much enjoyment. Colonel Stuart and 
his officers treat me with all the civility I could wish; and 
I play my . part admirably. Lmim aliis, sapiens sihi, the classical 
sentence which you, I imagine, invented the other day, is ex- 
emplified, in my 'present existence. The Bishop, to whom 
I had the honour to be known several ' years ago, shews me 
■much attention; and I am edified by his conversation. .1 must 
not omit to tell you, that his Lordship admires, very highly, 
your Prefaces to the Poets. I am daily obtaining an extension 
of agreeable ■ acquaintance, , so that I am kept in animated 
variety ; and the study of. the place itself, by the assistance' of 
books, and of the Bishop, is sufficient occupation. Chester 
pleases my fancy more than any town I ever saw. But I will 
QOt enter upon it at all in this letter. 

** How long I shall stay here' I cannot yet say. I told a .very^ 
pleasing young..' lady, ^ ' niece, to one of the Prebendaries, at. 

1 [A maiden sister of Johnson’s favourite, Molly Aston, who married Captain Brodie 
of the Navy.—M.] '. 

,®. M'iss.lifi'tkla Bamston. ,. 
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whose house I saw her, ‘I have come to Chester, Madam, 
I cannot tell how; and far less can I tell how I am to get 
away from it.’ Do not think me too juvenile. I beg it of you, 
my dear Sir, to favour me with a letter while I am here, and to 
add to the happiness of a happy friend, who is ever, with 
affectionate veneration, 

“ Most sincerely yours, 

. “James Boswell.” 

“ If you do not write directly, so as to catch me here, I shall 
be disappointed. Two lines from you will keep my lamp 
burning bright.” 


“To James Boswell, Esq. 


‘DEAR SIR, 


“Why should you importune me so earnestly to write? 
Gf what importance can it be to hear of distant friends, to a 
man who finds himself welcome wherever he goes, and makes 
new friends faster than he can want them ? If to the delight 
of such universal kindness of reception, any thing can be 
added by knowing that you retain my good-will, you may 
indulge yourself in the full enjoyment of that small addition. 

“ I am glad that you made the round of Lichfield with so 
much success: the oftener you are seen, the more you will be 
liked. It was pleasing to me to read that Mrs. Aston was so 
well, and that Lucy Porter was so glad to see you. 

“In the place where you now are, there is much to be 
observed ; and you will easily procure yourself skilful directors. 
But what will you do to keep away the black dog that worries 
you_at home ? If you would, in compliance with your father’s 
advice, enquire into the old tenures and old charters of Scot- 
land, you would certainly open to yourself many striking scenes 
of the manners of the middle ages. The feudal system, in a 
country half-barbarous, is naturally productive of great anomalies 
in civil life. The knowledge of past times is naturally growing 
less in all cases not of publick record ; and the past time of 
Scotland is so unlike the present, that it is already difficult for 
a Scotchman to image the economy of his grandfather. Do 
not be tardy nor negligent; but gather up eagerly what can yet 
be found.^ 

collection made by _my Father, which, with some additions and 

.lltisjrations of my own, I intend to piiBhsfa. I liave some hereditan^' claim to be an 
Antiqnp ; not only from my Father, but as being descended, bylhe mo?be?s 

toned; Sir John Skene, whose, .merit, bids defiance' to all the 
attempts which have beenymade,. to .lessen -Ms fame.' ■ '■ * ^ , 


I 
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^ We ,. 'haves,' I think, 'once stalked of another ■ .project, , a 
History :,of 'the :, late,'' insOT^ m;, Scotland, : with.: all,.: 'its 

.incidents. ' ,Many falsehoods' , are passing into imcontra.dicted 
history. ■ ; Voltaire, 'who loved a striking S'tory, has told what he 
' coiild 'not find to be true, 

“You. may 'make collections for either 'of these' projects, or 
for both, as opport'unities occur, and digest your materials at 
leisure. , 'The great direction which 'Burton has' left .to 'men 
disordered like you, is this, Be not solitary ; he not idh: ': 

■1 would 'thus modify,; — If you are idle, be not solitary ; if you 
'a:re: solitary, be not idle. 

, “ There is a letter for you, from 

“ Your humble servant, 

“Sam. Johnso'n.”, 

“London, October 27, 1779/' 

“To Dr. Samuel Johnson. 

“Carlisle, Nov. 7, 1779. 

“my dear sir, 

“ That I should importune you to write to me at Chester, 
is not wonderful, when you consider what an avidity I have for 
delight ; and that the amor of pleasure, like the amor num?m, 
increases in proportion with the quantity which we possess of 
it. Your letter, so full of polite kindness and masterly counsel, 
came like a large treasure upon me, while already glittering 
with riches. I was quite enchanted at Chester, so that I could 
with difficulty quit it. But the enchantment was the reverse of 
that of Circe ; for so far was there from being any thing sensual in 
it, that I was all mind, I do not mean all reason only; for my 
fancy was kept finely in play. And why not? — If you please i 
will send you a copy, or an abridgement of my Chester journal, 
which is truly a log-book of felicity. 

The Bishop treated me with a kindness which was very 
flattering. I told him, that you regretted you had seen so 
little of Chester. His Lordship bade me tell you, that he 
should be glad to shew you more of it. I am proud to find 
the friendship with which you honour me is known in so many 
''places. '' . 

“I arrived here late last night Our friend the Dean, 
has been gone from hence some months ; but I am told at my 
inn, that he is very populous (popular.) However, I found Mr. 
Law, the Archdeacon, son to the Bishop, and with Mm I have 
breakfasted and dined very agreeably. . I got acquainted with 
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him at the assizes here, about a year and a half ago ; he is a 
man of great variety of knowledge, uncommon genius, and, I 
believe, sincere religion. ■ I received :the holy sacrament in,: the ' 
Cathedral in the morning, this, being, theMirst Sunday in. the 
month: and was; at prayers there in the morning. is 'divinely 
cheering to me 'to - think that there is a Cathedral so near 
Auchinleck; and I now leave Old , England in such a . state - of 
mind as I am thankful to God: for granting me. 

“The Mack that .worries , me, at- home 1 naiinot but 
dread;,:, yet -as I have- been for some time past in a military, 

: „ , train,, ■ I ■ trust - 1 shall repulse him. To ■ hear ■ from ' you will 
, - animate,, me like -the . sound of a , trumpet;, I therefore hope, 

,, that soon after my return to the northern field, I ,shall receive^ , 

, a few, lines from you. ■■ 

“Colonel Stuart did me the honour to escort me- - iq. M s, ' 
,. carriage to shew '.me Liverpool,,, and, from thence .back again 
to Warrington, where.' we parted.^ In justice to my valuable 
wife, I must inform you she wrote to me, that I was so happy, 
she^ would not be so selfish as to wish me to return sooner than 
business absolutely required my presence. She m.ade my 
clerk write to me z. post ^ or two after to the same purpose,' by 
commission from 'her; and this day a kind letter from her ■ met 
me at the Post-Office here, acquainting me that she and the 
little ones were well, and. expressing all their wishes for., my 
return home. I am, .more and m.ore, mj?- dear Sir, 

-“Your affectionate, 

-,-■ . --■ And obliged humble servant, ' 

“James Boswell,” 

“To James Boswell,: Esq.', . 

“dear sm, 

-. : Your last letter'was not only kind but. fond.. But I mush 
you to get rid of ail intellectual' .excesses, and neither to exalt 
your pleasures, nor .aggravate your vexations, Beyond ,'their real 
■.,,:and natural state. Why should you not be as happy at . Edin- 
burgh as at Chester?' In- culpa est anifnus^ 'qui se non effugk 
mquam. PIease...purself ', with.- your 'wife and children, and 

studies, and practice. ■ 

“I have sent' a.petition"2 from, Lucy Porter, with which I 

i His regiment afterwards :6r.dered' . to Jamaica, where he accompanied it, and 
almost Jost his life by the climate.. .This impartial order I should thmk a sulScierit 
retutation of the idle ramour that ,'“ there., was. still something behind the throne 
greater than the throne itself/*- ■ 

his^ddre^ca to concerning the familyof a gentleman who was then paying 
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leave it to your discretion whether it is proper to comply. 

.Return me her;, letterj which I have sent, that you ■ may know 
the whole casCj and not be, seduced to - any thing, that you may 
afterwards repent „ .Miss Doxy perhaps- you .know to be Mr. 
Garrick^s niece. 

“ If Dean Percy can be popular at Carlisle, he may be .very 
happy., .He lias in his disposal two livings, each 'equal, - or. 
almost equal in value to the deanery ; he may take one himself, ■ 
and give the .other to his son. ■ 

, ,‘^ How near is the Cathedral to .Auchinleck, -that you are 
■so-: .much delighted with it? It is, I suppose, .at least an 
.. hundred and fifty miles off. However, if you are .pleased, it . is 
solar well. 

Let me know^ what reception 5^ou have from your father, 
and the state of his health. Please him as much as you can, 
and add no pain to his last years. 

^ Of our friends here I can recollect nothing to tell you. 

I have, neither seen nor heard of Langton. Beaucierk is just, 
returned from Brighthelmston, I am told, much better. Mr. 
Thrale and his family are still there; and his health is said to 
be visibly improved ; he has not bathed, but hunted. 

Bolt-court there is much malignity, but of late little 
open hostility.^ I have had a cold, but it is gone, 

‘‘'Make my compliments to Mrs, Boswell, &c. 

“ I am, Sir, 

“Your humble servant, 

.‘‘ Londo'n, 'Nov. 13, 1.779.'’ ,“Sam. JOHNSO.N,^^’'" 

On November, 22,- and December 21, I wrote to him from 
.Edinburgh, giving a very favourable ■ report of the family of 
Miss' Doxy’s lover.; — ^that a.fter a. good.d'eal of enquiry I had 
.discovered ■ .the . sis'ter ' of Mr. Francis ■ Stewart, , one of his 
amanuenses when writing his Dictionary; that I, had, as 
.desired, by -.him, , paid .her a guinea - .for' 'an' ..old .-.pocket- 
', book of her brother’s which he -had- retained'.; and that 
the good woman, who was in very moderate-: circumstances, 
but contented- .and placid, wondered at his. scrupulous ..and 
liberal honesty, and received the guinea as if sent her by 
Providence. — That I had repeatedly begged of him to keep his 
promise to send me his letter to Lord Chesterfield, and that 
this memm^^Aike De/enda est must ho in every letter 

that I should write to him, till I had obtained my object 

i' .... ' . ‘ i See page 262.; 
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In 1780, the world was kept in impatience for the completion 
of his Lives of the■' Poets^” npon■ which he was employed so^ 
far as his indolence allowed him to labour. 

I wrote to him on January i, and March .sending him 
my notes of Lord-.Marchmonfs information concerning Pope j 
— complaining that I had not heard from him for almost 
four months, though he .was. two letters in .my'debt .that I„ 
had suffered 'again from .melancholy ;~hopiiigLthai . he .had 

■ been in. so much better company, .'(the' Poets,) that 'lie had: not 
time to think of . his' distant friends ; for 'if '.that were .the case, 

. I should have some recompence for my uneasiness ;-™that,i the 

- ..state: of my affairs did not admit of 'my coming to London ...this 
year; and begging he would return me Goldsmith's two poems,' 
with his lines marked. 

His friend Dr. Law.rence having now suffered , the ■ greatest 
afiliction to which a man is liable, and which Johnson himself 
had felt in the most severe manner; 'Johnson wrote to .him in 
an admirable strain of sympathy a.nd pious consolation. 

■^‘To Dr. Lawrence. 

*^DEAR SIR, 

“ At a time when all your friends ought to shew thei,r 
kindness, and with a character which ought to make ail that 
know you your friends, you may wonder that you have'' yet 

heard nothing from me. 

... have been hindered by a vexatious and incessant cough, 
for which within these . 'ten days I have been bled once, 
fasted four or five times, taken physick five times, and 
opiates, I think, six.^ This day it seems to remit 

“The loss, dear Sir, which ; you . have lately suffered, I felt 
many years '.ago, and... know.-, therefore how much , has been 
taken from you, and how little help can be had ffom con- 
solation. He that outlives a wife whom he has long loved, 
sees himself disjoined from the only mind that has the same 
hopes, and fears, and interest ; irom the only companion 
with whom he has shared much good or evil; and with 
whom he could set his mind at liberty, to retrace the past 
or anticipate the future. The continuity of being is lacerated ; 
the settled course of sentiment and action is stopped; and 
life stands suspended and motionless, till it is driven bv 
external causes into a. new channel. But the time of suspense 

■ IS dreadful. ' 

“ Our first .recourse in this distressed solitude is, perhaps 
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. for : w^t ■ of, ..habitual rpietyj ^ a gloomy acquiescence' : in. 
necessity. Of tmp., mortal beings, one must lose .the:' other;.' 

. but. surely there is a higher and better , comfort to be 'drawn, : 
from, .the consideration of that : Providence '' which ■ watches.' 
over . ^ all, and a belief that the living and the dead are 
equally in the hands of God, w'ho will reunite those whom; 

. he. has .separated ; or who sees 'that it is- ■best not to reunite.:' 

'‘I am, dear Sir,' 

“Your most affectionate, 

®fAnd most humble servant, ' 

^ “Sam, .Johnson.'''' 

, “January 20, 17S0.” 

''To James Boswell, Esq. 

“dear sir, 

“Well, I had resolved to send you the Chesterfield' 
letter, but I will write once again without it. Never impose 
tasks upon mortals. To require two things is the w^ay to 
have .them .both undone. 

“ F or the difficulties which you mention in your affairs, I 
am sorry ; but difficulty is now very general : it is not therefore 
less grievous, for there is less hope of help. I pretend not 
to give you advice, not knowing the state of your affairs; 
and general counsels about prudence and frugality would do 
you little good. You are, how^ever, in the right not to 
increase your own perplexity by a journey hither; and I 
hope that by staying at home you will please your father. 

“Poor dear Beauclerk^ — nec^ ut soles ^ dabis joca. His wit 
and his folly, his acuteness and maliciousness, his merriment 
and reasoning, are now over. Such another will not often 
be found among mankind. He directed himself to be buried 
by the side of his mother, an instance of tenderness which I 
hardly expected. He has left his children to the care of Lady 
Di, and if she dies, of Mr. Langton, and of Mr. Leicester, his 
relation, and a man of good character. His library has been 
offered to sale to the Russian ambassador. 

“Dr. Percy, notwithstanding ail the noise of the news- 
papers, has had no literary loss.^ Clothes and moveables were 
burnt to the value of about one hundred pounds ; but his 
papers, and I think his books, were all preserved. 

1 [The Hon. Topbaia Beauclerk died March ii, X78a His 4 H&rary was sold by pabHck 
auction in April and May 1781;, for — M.] 

.■.::".®.;;B.y a. .fee in .Northumherland-housej. where he had an apartment, . in which I have 
passed many an agreeable hour. 


ispfeSi* 
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“Poor Mr. Thrale has been in extreme danger from an 
apoplectical disorder, and recovered, beyond the expectation 
of his physicians j " he’ is now^at ' Bath, that Vhis mind may be 
: ■ quiet, and Mrs. . Thrale and Miss are with him.' 

“ Having told you what has happened to your' friends, let me 
say something, to you of. yourself. You are always compiaiiimg 
of melancholy, and I conclude from those compiaints ' that you 
are fond of it.. No man talks of that whicli, lie, is desirous: to ■ 
conceal, and every, man desires to conceal that of which he. is : 
ashamed. Do not pretend to deny it; mamfesitmt kahmus 
furem ; make it an invariable and obligatory law to yoursehV 
. never to mention your own 'mental diseases ; if you, are. never, , 
to^ speak of them you will think on them but little, and if you 
. think little of them, they will molest 370U ' rarely. When you 
talk of them, it is plain that you want either praise or pity ; ■ for 
praise there is no room, ■ and pity will do you ,110 good 
therefore, from this hour speak no more, think no 'more,, 
about them. 

^W^our transaction with Mrs. Stew^art gave me great satis- 
faction ; I am much obliged to you for your attention. Do 
not lose sight of her ; your countenance may be of great credit, 
and of consequence of great advantage to her. The memory 
of her brother is yet fresh in my mind ; he was an ingenious 
and worthy man. 

“ Please to make my compliments to your lady and to the 
young ladies. I should like to see them, pretty loves. 

“l am, dear Sir, 

“Yours affectionately, ' 

“April 8, 1780.:* . “ Sam. John,so,n/V 

.Mrs. Thrale being now 'at ,Bath w,ith her husband, the ^ ' 
correspondence between Johnson and her was carried on, ,' 
briskly. ■ I ^ shall present my readers with one of her origi'nal ■ 
letters to him at. this time, which vdll amuse them p:robably 
more than those well-written but studied epistles which she has 
inserted in her collection, because, it exhibits the, easy vivacity 
of their literary intercourse. , It is also of value as a key to 
Johnson’s answer, which she has printed by itself, and of which' 

I shall subjoin extracts. 


“Mrs. Thrale to. Dr. Johnson. 

^ “I .HAD a very kind . letter from you yesterday, dear Sir, 
with a most circumstantial date. .You took' trouble with my 
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■circulating ietter^ Mr. Evans writes ■■ me word, and .1 thank, 
.you sincerely for,, so doing; one might. -do mischief else not 
being, on the , spot 

“ Yesterday 'S .evening was passed at Mrs. Montagues : there 
was, Mr. Meiinoth .; ' I do not like him though^ not' he rn.e.; 
it was expected we should have pleased each other ; he, is,, how-, 
„e¥er,. Just ,Tory enough to hate the bishop of Peterborough^: 
for. Whiggisiiij and Whig enough to abhor you.for Toryism. ,\:„- 

.^“Mrs. Montagu flatte.red him finely.;, so he had, ,a good 
afternoon oiPt This evening we spend, at. a concert. , Poor 
Queeney's'^ sore, eyes have just released her: she, had a long 
.confinement and could neither read nor write, so my , master,.^' 
treated her very good-naturedly with the .visits of a young 
..woman in , this town, a taylor’s daughter, who professes musick, 
and teaches so as to give six' lessons a day to ladies, at five 
and threepence "a lesson. Miss Burney, says, she is a ■ great, 
performer; and I respect the v/ench for getting her living 
so prettily ; she is very modest and pretty-mannered, and not 
seventeen years old. 

“You live ill a whirl indeed; if I did not write regularly, 
you would half forget me, and that would be very wrong, for' 
i felt my regard for you in my face last night, when the 
criticisms were going on. 

“This morning it was all connoisseurship ; . we went to see 
some pictures painted by a gentleman-artist,- Mr. Taylor, of 
this place; my master makes one every where, and has got a 
good dawling companion to ride with him now."^ * * ’* 

He' looks, well enough, but I have no notion of health. .for 
a man whose mouth cannot be sewed up. Burney and- 1 and, 
Qi!ee.ney teaze him- every meal he eats, and Mrs. Montagu, is 
quite serious .with .him; but what can one do? He,' will eat, 
1: think, and if he does eat I know he will not live ; It makes 
me .very , unhappy, but I must -bear' it Let me always have 
your friendship. ■ I am, most sincerely, dear Sir, 

“ Your faithful servant, 

Bath, Friday, April 28 .’' ., ■ “H. ,L. Tf 

“Dr. Johnson to Mrs. Thrale. ■ ■ 

“DEAREST' MADAM, , ' 

“ Mr. Thrale never- ' will live abstinently, till he can 

* Dr. John Hinchliffe., 

.. ...8 . A fcind .of nick-name' given .to .Mrs,. Thrale’s eldest daughter, whose name being 
Msiker she might be- assimilated' to' a Que£ru 
-, „S.,. Mr.., Thrale. -„ 
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persuade himself to live by rule.^ *■»•****** 
Encourage, as^ you can, the musical girl. 

Nothing Js more common , than ■' mutual' ' .dislike, .'Where 
...mutual .approbation is particularly, expected. There is often 
on both sides a vigilance not over-benevolent ; and as attention 
is strongly excited, so^ that nothing drops unheeded, any dif- 
. ferencc, in taste or opinion, and some difference where there is no 
restraint will commonly appear, immediately generates dislike. 

“ Never let criticisms operate on your face or your mind ; it 
' . IS -very rarely that an authour is hurt by his criticks.' ' The Maze 
of reputation cannot be blown out, but It often dies ' in the' 
socket ; a very few names may be considered as perpetual lamps 
that shine unconsumed. From the authour of ‘ Fitzosborne^s 
letters ^ I cannot think myself in much danger. I met him only 
once about thirty years ago, and in some small dispute reduced 
. , him to whistle ; having not seen him since, that is the last im- 
pression. Poor Moore, the fabulist, was one of the compan}’; 

Mrs. . Montagu s long stay, against her own inclination, is 
. very convenient. You would, by your own confession, want a 
companion ■; and she is par phmbus ; conversing with her you 
may find variety in one, 

‘‘London, May i, 1780.” 

On the 2d of May I wrote to him, and requested that we 
might have another meeting somewhere in the North of 
England, in the autumn of this year. 

From Mr. Langton I received soon after this time a letter 
of which I extract a passage, relative both to Mr. Beauclerk 
and Dr. Johnson. 

“The melancholy information you have received concernin® 
Mr. Beauclerk’s death is true. Had his talents been directed 
m any sufficient degree as they ought, I have always been 
smongly of opinion that they were calculated to maV a an 
ulustnous figure; and that opinion, as it had been in part 
formed upon Dr. Johnson’s judgement, receives more and 
more confirmation by hearing, what since his death, Dr. 

J ohnson has said concerning them ; a few evenings ago, he 
was at Mr. Vesey s, where Lord Althorpe, who was one of a 
numerous company there, addressed Dr. Johnson on the 
subject of Mr. Beauclerk’s death, saying, ‘Our Club has had 
a great loss since we met last^ He replied ‘A loss that 
perhaps the whole nation could not repair!^ The Doctor 

i I have taken the liberty to leave out a few Imes. 
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then, went,;,, on to ,. speak,, of his endowments, and ' particularly' 
,extolled the vfonderful ease with which he uttered what was^ 
highly excellent. He said,' that no man ever was sO' free- when 
lie was., going to say^ a good thing, from ,a look that expressed 
. tnat it was coming ; or, when he had said it, ,from a look that 
expressed that it had come. At Mr. Thrale’s, some days before, 
when , we were .talking on the same subject, he said, referring to 
the same idea of his wonderful facility, * That Beauclerlds talents ■ 
were those, which he had, felt 'himself more disposed to envy,' 
than, those of any whom he had known.’ ; ' 

the evening' I have spoken, of above,' at Mr. .Vesey’s, 
ycM ' would^have been much gratified, as it exhibited an instance 
of the higii importance in which Dr. Johnson’s character is 
neld, I think even beyond any I ever before was witness to. 

I he company ■ consisted chiefiy of ladies, among whom were 
the Duchess Dowager of Portland, the Duchess of Beaufort, 
■whoiii' I suppose from her rank, I must name before her 
mother Mrs. Eoscawen, and her elder sister Mrs. Lewson, who 
was likewise there; Lady Lucan, Lady Clermont, and others 
of note both for their station and understandings. Among the 
gentlemen were Lord Althorpe, whom I have before named, 
Lord Macartney, Sir Joshua Reynolds, Lord Lucan, Mr. 
Wraxal, whose book you have probably seen, \ The Tour to the 
Northern Parts of Europe f a very agreeable ingenious man ; 
Dr.^ Warren, Mr. Pepys, the Master in Chancery, whom I 
believe you kno^v, and Dr. Bernard, the Provost of Eton. As 
soon as Dr. Johnson was come in, and had taken a chair, the 
company began to collect round him till they became not less 
than four, if not five, deep ; those behind standing, and listen* 
ing over the heads of those that were sitting near him. The 
conversation for some time was chiefiy between Dr. Johnson 
and the Provost of Eton, while the others contributed occa- 
sionally their remarks. Without attempting to detail the 
particulars of the conversation, which perhaps if I did, I 
should spin my account out to a tedious length, I thought, 
my dear Sir, this general account of the respect with which 
our valued friend was attended to, might be acceptable.’^ 

THE' Reverend D.r. Farmer. 

“May 25, 1780. 

“I KNOW your disposition to second any literary attempt, 
and therefore venture upon ' the, liberty 'of entreating you to 
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procure from College or ; University registers, all tlievciates or . 
other informations which they , oao' supply relating to Ambrose 
Philips, ^ Broome, and Gray, who were 'all of Cam bridge, , and of 
whose lives I am to give such' accounts as I can gather. Be 
pleased to forgive this trouble from, Sir, 

“Your most humble servant, 

'“Bam. ' Johnson. ’V 

While Johnson was thus engaged in' preparing '.a deliglitfiil , 
literary ptertainment for The world, the tra.nqiiillity of , tlie ^ 
metropolis of Great Britain was unexpectedly disturbed, by 
the most horrid series of outrage that ever disgraced a', civilized 
country, A relaxation of some of the severe penal provisions,' 
against our fellow-subjects of the Cathoiick communion , had 
been granted by the legislature, with an opposition so incon- 
siderable, that the genuine mildness of Cliristianity united 
with liberal policy, seemed to have become general in this 
island. But a dark and malignant spirit of persecution soo,!! 
shewed itself, in an unworthy petition for the repeal' of the 
wise and humane statute. That petition was brought forv/ard 
by a mob, with the evident purpose of intimidation, and was^ 
justly rejected. But the attempt was accompanied and followed 
by such daring violence as is unexampled in history. Of this 
extraordinary tumult, Dr. Johnson has given the following" 
concise, lively, and just account in his Letters to Mr& 
Thrale:'^^- 

/‘On Friday, 2 the good ' Protestants met in Saint GeorgeV 
Fields, at the summons of Lord - George Gordon, and marching 
to Westminster, insulted the Lords and Commons, who. all 
, ,bore it.widi great tameness. . At night the outrages began by 
^ the demolition, of the mass-house by, Lincoln’s Inn. ^ 

“An,, exact journal of; a week’s , defiance of government I 
, cannot , give you. On M'onday Mr. Strahan, who had been 
..insulted, spoke to Lord Mansfield, who .had, I think been 
insulted too,, of, the ,licentiousiiess of the populace ; , and his 
',.dordship, treated it. .as -a very slight irregularitv. ■ On Tuesday 
night they pulled down Fielding’s house, ^ .and'burnt his ^oods 
m the stieet. They had, .gutted on . Mo.nday Sir George 
Saviie’s house, .but.,. the' building, was, 'saved. On Tuesday 

miloniag ^ ^ passages from several letters, without 

.yjune 2. 

Sir , John Fielding was, I mink, then dead. It was 

S«ted, and bfe 
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eveQingj .leaving; .Fieldmg^s Tuin^^^ they .went to Newgate to 
deinand their companions, who- had been sei2ed demolishing 
the^ chapel. .Ihe keeper could not release them but by the 
Mayor^s permission, which he went .to ask ; at his return he' 
found, ail .the . prisoners released, and Newgate in a 'blaze.;: 
They, then we,nt to Bloomsbury, and .fastened upon Lord; 
MansSe,ld’s house, which they pulled down; and as' for 'iiis, 
goods, they totally burnt them. They have' since gonC' to 
' Caen wood, but a^guard vras there before them. They plun- 
.dered .some Papists, '! think, and burnt a mass-house in.,' 
Moor-fields the same night.” 

V,. Oil' Wednesday I walked with Dr. Scott to look at Newgate, .' 
a,nd found it in ruins, with the fire yet glowing. As I went by, 
the Protestants were plundering the Sessions-house at the^'Old- 
Baiiey. T.here were not, I believe, a hundred; but they did- 
their work at leisure, in full security,' without sentinels, without; 
trepidation, as men. lawfully employed in full day. Such is the 
cowardice of a commercial place. . On Wednesday they broke 
open the Fleet, and the King’s-Bench, and the Marshalsea, and 
Wood-street Compter, and Clerkenwell Bridewell, and released 
all the prisoners. 

“ At ■ night they set fire to the Fleet, and to the King^s- 
Bencli, and I know not how many other places; and one, 
might see the glare of conflagration fill the sky from many 
parts. The sight was dreadful. Some people were threatened : 
Mr. Strahan advised me to take care of myself. Such a time 
. of terrour you have been happy in not s'eeing.- . ... | 

“ The King said in council, *That the magistrates had not 
done .their duty, but that he would do his. own and a "pro-' 
ck'iiiation' was published, directing us to keep , our servants 
within ■ doors, as the; peace was now to be preserved by force., 

^ The v, soldiers were sent out to .different parts, and the to.wn' is'. 
novr 9,] at quiet. 

The . soldiers are stationed so , as to be every .where within' ■ 
call : there is no longer any body of rioters, and the individuals, 
are hunted to their holes, and led to prison; Lord George was , 
last night sent to the ' Tower. Mr. John Wilkes was .this, day 
in my neighbourhood,, to seize the publisher of a 'seditious 
paper.” 

“Several chapels have been destroyed,, and several inoffensive 
Papists have been plundered, but the high sport was to burn the 
gaols. This was a good rabble trick. The debtors and the 
criminals were a:ll set at liberty; but of the" 
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always happened, many are ^ already retate^^^ two pirates 
have surrendered themselves,. and' it is, .expected. that they will 
be pardoned/' 

“ Government now acts again with .its ..proper force ; .and .lye 
are all under the protection, ' of ^ the King and .the . law. I 
..thought that it would be agreeable to you and my master to 
, have, my testimony to the public security; and that you would 
..'Sleep.more, .quietly .when I told' you that you are safe.'' 

...‘-There has, indeed, been an universal .panick, from which 
the King was the first that recovered. Without the concurrence 
of his ministers, or^the assistance of the civil magistrates, he put 
'. the soldiers in motion, and saved .the town fro.'m calamities, such 
as a rabble’s government must naturally produce.'' 

“The piibiick has escaped a very heavy calamity.^ The.^ 
rioters attempted the Bank on ^Wednesday flight, but in ..no' 
great number; and like other thieves, with no great resolution.. 
Jack Wilkes headed the party that drove them away. It is 
agreed, that if they had seized the Bank on Tuesda^?, at the 
height of the panick, when no resistance had been prepared, 
they might have carried irrecoverably away whatever they had 
found. Jackj^ who was always zealous for order and decency, 
declares, ^ that if he be trusted with power, he will not leave V 
rioter alive. There is, however, now no longer any need of 
heroism or bloodshed ; no blue ribband^ is any longer worn.'.' 

■Such was the end of this miserable sedition, from which 
.;. London,, was delivered by the magnanimity of , the 'Sovereign 
himself. . Whatever some may maintain, I am satisfied that 
there was no combination or plan, either domestick or foreimi * 
but that the mischief spread by a gradual contagion of frenzv' 
.augmented by the quantities of fermented liquors, of which the 
deluded populace possessed themselves in the course of their 
■depredations. 

I should think myself very much to blame, did I here neglect 
to do justice to my esteemed friend . Mr. Akerman, the keeper of 
Newgate,^' who long discharged a veiy important' trust with an 
uniform intrepid firmness, and at the same time a tenderness 

^nd a liberal chanty, which entitle him to be recorded with 
•distmguished honour. 

Upon this occasion, from the timidity and negligence of 
magistracy oil the one hand, and the almost incredible 
exemons of the mob on the other, the first prison of this 

blue ribband. 
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great xountry .. was,: laid, open, and the prisoners set free,; but 
that;: Mr; Alcennanj whose house was burnt, would have pre-- 
¥e,nted all this, , , had proper . aid ' been sent' him in due time, 
there can .be 110' doubt, 

Bf any years ago, a fire broke out in the brick part which was 
built as an addition to the old gaol of Newgate. ■ The Prisoners 
.were; , ill,, consternation and tumult, calling out, We., shall „be 
buriit—w^e^'' shall be. burnt ! Down with the gate !~down,with " 
the gate ! ”' Mr. Akerman hastened to them, shewed' himself 
at ' the 'gate, and having, after some confused '■ vociferation of 

Plear him !— -hear him 1 ” obtained a sile.nt attention, he then 
calmly told them, that the gate must not go down ; that ' they 
were under his care, and that they should not be permitted to 
escape : but that he could assure them, they need not be afraid 
of being burnt, for that the fire was not in the prison, properly 
so called, which was strongly built with stone ; and that if they 
would engage to be quiet, he himself would come into them, 
and conduct them to the further end of the building, and would 
not go out till they gave him leave. To this proposal they 
agreed ; upon which Mr. Akerman, having first made them fall 
back from the gate, went in, and with a determined resolution 
ordered the outer turnkey upon no account to open the gate, 
even though the prisoners (though he trusted they would not) 
should break their word, and by force bring himself to order 
it. Never mind me, (said he,) should that happen.'" The 
prisoners peaceably followed him, while he conducted them 
through passages of which he had the keys, to the extremity of 
the gaol, which w^as most distant from the fire. Having by 
this^ very judicious conduct fully satisfied them that there was 
no immediate risk, if any at all, he then addressed them thus : 

Gentlemen, you are now convinced that I told you true. I 
have no doubt that the engines will soon extinguish this fire ; if 
they should not, a sufficient guard will come, and you shall be 
all taken out and lodged in the Compters. I assure you, upon 
my word and honour, that I have not a farthing insured. I 
have left my house that I might take care of you. I will keep 
my promise, and stay with you if you insist upon it; but if 
you will allow me to go and look after my family and 
property, I shall be obliged to you.'" Struck with his 
behaviour, they called out, Master Akerman, you have done 
bravely; it was very kind in you : by all means go and take 
care of your own concerns." He did :So accordingly, while 
they remained, and were all preserved.- 
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has been heard to relate the substance of this story 
praise,, in which he' was Joined:, by Mr. .B.urke.. My 
friend, 'speaking of Mr. Akermaii^s ^kindness to , his 
.prisoners, pronounced this eulogy upon his character 
who' has long had .constantly, in 'his view the worst of mankind,, 
is yet eminent for the humanity of 'his disposition, must 
'.had it originally in a great degree, and continued to 
it very carefully,” 

the ..course of 'this month my., brother David w.aited , upon 
Dr. Johnson, with the following letter of introduction, which I 
taken care should be lying ready on his arrival in London. ' 

**To Dr. Samuel Johnson. , 

Edinburgh, April 29, 1,780. 

■ , DEAR SIR, 

This will be delivered to you by my brother David, on 
his return from Spain. You will be glad to see the man who 
vowed to ‘stand by the old castle of Auciiinleck, with heart, , 
purse, and sword that romantick family solemnity devised by 
me, of which you and I talked with complacency upon the 
spot. I trust that twelve 5^ears of absence have not lessened 
his feudal ' attachment ; and that you will find him worthy of 
introduced to your acquaintance. 

“ I have the honour to be, 

“ With affectionate veneration, 

“ My dear Sir, 

“Your most faithful humble servant, 

“ James ' Boswell.” ' 

^ Johnson received him very politely, and has thus mentioned ' ■ 
him in a letter to -Mrs. Thrale : ^ '“I have had with me a. brother 
Boswelfs, a Spanish merchant,^ whom the war has ,d,riv€n . ' 
his .residen-ce at Valencia ; he is gone to see his friends, ' ■ 
find Scotland but a sorry place after tm^eive .years’ 
in a happier climate. . He is'' a very agreeable ' aian'. 
no Scotch.’’ 

“To Dr. Beattie, at Ab,erdeen. ■ , 

“'SIR,' . , 

“ More years ^ than' I, have ..any delight to. reckon, have 
past since.,.yo'u and I saw one another r „of this, however, there 

I Vol ii. p. 163. Mrs. Piozzi has omitted the name, she best knows why. 

. 2 'Now settled m London. , ^ 

.' ^ I'had been five years absent 'from London. Bsattiie.. 
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!S no reason for making any reprehensory complaint : — Sic/aia 
ferunA But methinks there might, pass some small ■•interchange, 
of regard between us. If you say, that.- 1 .ought to have writteiis 
I now write ; and I write to tell you, that I have -much kind-: 
ness for you and Mrs. Beattie; and that I. .wish your health, 
bette.r, and your life long. , Try change of air, and come a few 
degrees Southards,; a .softer climate may do^ you. both good.; 
wiiite.r, IS . coiiimg in ; and London' will be warmer, and gayer, 
and.-, busier, and mo.re fertile of amusement, than Aberdeen. ■ 

“ My health is better; but that will be little, in the balance, 
when I , tell, you , that Mrs, Montagu has been very ill, and is, I 
doubt, now but weakly. Mr, Thrale has-been very dangerously 
disordered ; but is much better, and I hope will totally recover. 
He has withdrawn himself from- business the whole summer. 
Sir Jo.shua and his sister are well; and Mr. Davies has got 
great success as an. authoiir,^ generated by the corruption of -a 
bookseller. More news I have not to tell you, and therefore 
you must be contented with hearing, what I - .know, not w.hether 
you -much wish to hear,^ that I am, Sir, 

“ Your most humble servant, 

BoIt-Com-t, Fleet-street, “ Sam. JOHNSON.’* 

Aug'iist2i, 1780.” 

“ To James Boswell, Esq. 

DEAR SIR, 

“ I FIND you have taken one of your fits of taciturnity, 
and have resolved not to write till you are written to; it is but 
a peevish humour, but you shall have your way. . 

I have sat at home in Bolt-court, all the summer, thinking 
to write the Lives, and a great part of the time only thinking. 
Several of them., however, are done, and I still think' to' do the 
rest ' ■ 

. “Mr. Thrale and his family, have, since his 'illness, -passed 
their time first at Bath, and then .at Brightheimston ; but ,I 
have been at neither place. I would have gone to Lichfield if 
I could have had . time, and -I might' have had time if I had.- 
been active ; but I have missed m.uch, and^ done little. 

^ Mearxiog h!s entertaining “ Memoirs of David Garrick, Esq.” of which.' Johnson, (as 
Davies informed me) 'I'i-rote the first sentence ; thus giving, as it were, the key-note to the 
performance. - It' is, indeed, very characteristical of its authour, beginning with a maxim, 
and proceeding to iilustrate.— “ All excellence has a ri^ht to.be recorded. I shall, there- 
fore, think it superfluous to apologize for writing the’ life of a^man., who, by an aricomnion 
assemblage of private virtues, adorned the highest eminence in apublick profession.” 

, ’“J-i- wish, he had .omitted the .suspicion, expressed here, though I believe he meant 
nothing but jocularity ;- for, though he an,d I . differed ..sometimes in opinion, be well knew 
faow. much 'I lov«i , and revered hi!ru-~’BEATTiE. 



Ihis year he wrote to a young clergyman in the country the 
following very excellent letter, which contains valuable advice 
to Divines in general : 

**DEAR SIR, 

* . Lawrence shewed me a'' letter, 

m which you make mention of me : I hopes thereforej you will 
not be displeased that I endeavour to preserve your good-wih 
by^some observations which your letter suggested to nie. 

‘ afraid of falling into some improprieties in the 

following her up and ^ uoon wh^K 
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daily service by reading to an audience that requires' no "'exact- 
ness. lour feary , 1: hopej secures- you. 'from danger. They 
who contract absurd , habits are such as have no ' fear* ' It is 
impossible to .do the same thing very often, without some 
peculiarity of manner : but that manner may be good or bad, 
and a ^ little care will at least preserve it from being bad':' to 
make it good, there must, I think, be something of natural - or 

casual felicity, which cannot be taught 

. preens: methoa of making your sermons seems very 

ludicioiis. . Few 'frequent preachers can be -supposed to have 
sermons, -more their own than yours .will be. Take -care to 
register, ^ somewnere or other, the authours from whom 'wour 
several oiscomses are borrowed j and do not imagine that you 
shall always rein-ember, even what perhaps you now think it 
impossible to forget 

^ ‘‘ My ,ad.vice, however, is, that you attempt, from time to 
time, an oiiginal sermon j and in the labour of composition, do 
not burden your mind with too much at once; do not exact 
from yourself at one effort of excogitation, propriety of thought 
and elegance of expression. Invent first, and then embellish, 
l^he production of something, where nothing was before, is an 
act of greater energy than the expansion or decoration of the 
thing produced. Set down diligently your thoughts as they 
rise in the first words that occur ; and when you have matter, 
you mil easily give it form; nor, perhaps, will this method be 
always necessary; for by habit, your thoughts and diction will 
How together. . : 

“ The composition of sermons is not very difficult : the 
divisions not only help the memory of the hearer, but direct 
the judgement of the writer : they supply sources of invention, 
and keep every part in its proper place. 

“ ^Vhat I like least in your letter is your account of the 
manners of your parish ; from which I gather, that it has been 
long neglected by the parson. The Dean of Carlisle,! who was 
then a little rector in Northamptonshire, told me, that it might 
be discerned whether or no there was a clergyman resident in a 
jjarish, by the civil or savage manner of the people. Such a 
congregation as yours stands in need of much reformation ; and 
I would not have you think it impossible to reform them. A 
very savage parish was civilized by a decayed gentlewoman, 
who came among them to teach a petty school. My learned 
friend, Dr. Wheeler, of Oxford, when he was a young man, had 

i Dr. Percy, now Bishop of Dromore. 
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the care of a nei 
which he was i 

mat It compelled him to make a 
he could not bring ,uc cummunion ; -m 
or exhorted^ her, she only answered, that 

advised to^set some good woman or man of the parish, 
W T° ^ language level to 

S ^ artifices, must 

hvEv K “®ans must be tried 

by which souls may be saved. Talk to your people, however 

you can; ^d you will find, that the more 
frequently you converse with them upon religious subjects the 
m„« rf,ngl, «ill .,.„d, a„5 the ™e «hS,dr 

venerable. I thmk I have now only to sav. that m 


iighbouring parish for fifteen pounds a year, 
never paid; but he counted it a convenience^ 
- 1 sermon weekly. One woman 

Iff to the communion ;■ and when: he repro¥ed' 
she was 110 ' scho:lar. 
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. The riots in London were certainly horrible > but you give 
me nO: account of -your ' own situation, during the barbarous 
anarchy. A description of it 'by Dr. Johnson would be a great 
painting you might write another ‘ London, a Poem.^' ' 

.“,I„ am charmed with your condescending affectionate 
expression, ^ let us keep each other’s kindness by all the means 
in our power ; ’ my revered Friend !■ how elevating is- it to my 
niiiid, that I am, found worthy , to be' a companion to Dr. 

Samuel Johiison 1 - All that you have said in grateful praise -of 
Mr.^WalmsJey, I, have long thought, of you ; but we 'are both 
• Tories, which has a very general influence - upon our, senti- 
ments. I hope that yon -will agree to meet me at York,, about 
the end of this month^; or if you will ..come .to Carlisle, that 
would be better still, in case the Dean be there. Please to 
consider, that to keep each other’s kindness, we should every 
yearjiave that free and intimate co.mmunication of .mind which 
can be had only when we are together. ' We. should have both- '■ | 

our solemn and our pleasant talk.” '■ 

“ I write now for the third time, to tell you that my desire 
for our meeting this autumn is much increased. I wrote to 
’Squire, Godfrey Bosvilie, my Yorkshire chief, .that I should, 
perhaps, pay him a visit, as I was to hold a conference with 
Ilr. Johnson at York. I give you my word and honour that 
I said not a word of his inviting you ; but he wrote to me as 
Mlows: 

“ ^ I need not tell you I shall be happy to see you here the 
latter end of this month, as you propose ; and I shall likewise 
be in hopes that you will persuade Dr. Johnson to finish the 
conference here. It will add to the favour of your own 
company, if you prevail upon such an associate, to assist your 
observations. I have often been entertained with his writings, 
and I once belonged to a club of which he was a member, and 
I never spent an evening there, but I heard something from 
him well worth remembering.’ ' ' 

We have thus, my dear Sir, good comfortable quarters in 
the neighbourhood of York, where you may be assured we 
shall be heartily welcome. I pray you then resolve to set 
out; and let not the year 1780 be a blank in our social 
calendar, and in that record of wisdom and wit, which I keep 
with so much diligence, to your honour, and the instruction 
and delight of .others.” b 

Mr. Thrale had now another contest for the representation 

1 had Bot then seen his Letters to Mrs. Thrale. 
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in Parliament of the borough of Southwark,, and Johnson 

kinaly lent hini his assistance, by writing adyertisements for 
him, I shall insert one as a specimen : * 

“To THE Worthy Electors of the Borough of 

■ ■ ■ Southwark. ^ 

Gentlemen, 

“A NEW Parliament being now called, I again solicit the 
honour of being elected for one of your representatives : and 
solicit It with the greater confidence, as I am not conscious of 
havmg neglected my duty, or of having acted otherwise than 
as becomes the independent representative of independent 
constituente ; supenour to fear, hope, and expectation, who 
has no pnvate purposes to promote, and whose prosperity is 
involved in the prosperity of his country. As my recovery 
^ distemper is not yet perfect, I have declined 

to attena the Hall, and hope an omission so necessary will not 
be harshly censured. 

“ I can only send my respectful wishes, that all your 
deliberations may tend to the happiness of the kingdom, and 
the peace of the borough. I am, Gentlemen, 

“ Your most faithful 

And obedient servant, 

Southwark, Sept 5, 1780.’'" HenrI’ Ihrale. . 

[“To the Right Honourable Lady Southwell,^ Dublin. 

MADAM, 

“AMop the numerous addresses of condolence which ’ 
your great loss must have occasioned, be pleased to receive 
tins from one whose name perhaps you have never heard, and 
to whom your Ladyship is known only by the reputation of 
your virtue, and to whom your Lord was known only by his 
kindness and beneficence. ^ ^ 

second daughter, and one of the co-heiresses of ArtKi^r ur -1 

Esq. She was married in 174.1 to Thomas » Arthur Cecii Hamilton, 

fiftieth year, to an extremely submitting, when past her 

e^amdinary firmness and compos, noraimrine*^Si?fto’1?,“ri f't 

Uttering a Single moan. — This siicht trihiTtK* her chair, nor 

amiable and excellent persons, wfo were not less distS^uf-h^S 

and unbounded charity, than ^>;their piety, beneficence, 

knew them, it is hopea; ^ be “ uU who 

and friendship from Ms cbiidhood.— M.] honoured by their kindness 


'r’-'S '.V: 
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^“Your Ladyship is now again summoned tO' exert, that 
.piety .of which/you once gave, in a state-of pain' and danger,, so 
illustrious an examp.le ; and your - Lord’s beneficence -may . 
be, still continued by those, who with his fortune inherit ' his 
.virtues. , 

■ hope to be forgiven the liberty which I shall take of 
info.rming your Ladyship, that Mr. Mauritius Lowe, a son of- 
your .late Lord’s father,^ had,' by recommendation to your 
Lord,- a -.quarterly allowance of ten pounds, the last of which,' 
due July 26, he , has not. received : he was in hourly- hope of 
his remittance, and flattered himself that - on October 26, he. 
should -have received the whole half year’s bounty, when he 
was struck with the dreadful news of his benefactor’s death.' 

''May I presume to hope, that his want, his relation, and 
his merit, which excited his Lordship’s charity, will continue 
to have the same effect upon those whom he has left behind ; 
and ^ that, though he has lost one friend, he may not yet be 
destitute. Your Ladyship’s charity cannot easily be exerted 
where it is wanted more ; and to a mind like yours, distress is 
a sufficient recommendation. 

** I hope to be allowed the honour of being, 

'' Madam, 

Your Ladyship’s 

Most humble Servant, 

‘‘ Sam. Johnson.” 

Bolt-court, Fleet -street, London, 

Sept 9, 1780.’'* 

On his birth-day, Johnson has this note; am now 
beginning the -seventy-second year .of my -life, with more, 
strength, of body, and greater vigour of mind, than I think is 
common at that age.” But still he complains of sleepless 
nights and idle days, and forgetfulness, or neglect of resolutions. 
He thus pathetically expresses himself: “Surely I shall not 
spend my whole life with my own total disapprobation.” ^ 

Mr. Macbean, whom I have mentioned more than once, as 

i Thomas, the second Lord Southwell, who Avas born Jan. 7, 169S — g, and died in 
London, Nov. iS, 1766. Johnson was well acquainted with this nobleman, and said, “he 
was the highest bred man, without insolence, that he was ever in company wdth.^* See 7^5/, 
March 23, 1783. His younger brother, Edmund Southwell, lived m intimacy with 
Johnson for many years. (See an account of him in Hawkins’s Life of Johnson, p. 405.) 
He died in Jjondon, Nov, 22, 1772. 

£n opposition to the Knight’s unfavourable representation of this gentleman, to whom 
I was indebted for my first introduction to Johnson, I take this opportunity to add, that 
he appeared tome a pious man, and was very fond of leading the conversation to religious 

..-subjects.— M.| 

-2 ....-Prayers .and Meditations, p. x-8s. ", 
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one of Johnson’s humble friends, a deserving but 
man, being now oppressed by age and povert 
elicited the Lord Chancellor Thurlow, to have hi 
into the Charter-house.^ I take the liberty to inse 
ship s answer, as I am eager to embrace every 
augmenting the rMpectable notion which shou 
entertained of my illustrious friend : 


our most, humbk; servant, 

JOHNSO,W. 


Bolt-court, Fleet- 
■ Aprii to, xsrSt.*' 
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many other of my summers and .winters. ■ I hardly saw a '^rieeii 
field,.. but staid in town to work, without working much. .. ' jk 

^f .Mr. Thrale^sdoss of health has, lost him the election he^ is ' ' ' 

now going., to Brighthelmston, and expects me to go with 'him; 
and ,how long I shall stay, I cannot tell. I do not much like 
the place, but yet I shall go, and stay while my stay, is desired. 

We must,, therefore, content ourselves with knowing, what we 
know' as well as man can know the mind of man, 'that we .„ love 
one., another, and that we wish each other^s happiness, and that' 
the lapse of a year cannot lessen our mutual kindness. 

: ^,‘I was pleased , to be told that I accused Mrs. Boswell 
unjustly, in supposing that 'she bears me ill-will I love',' you 
so much, that I would be glad to love all that love you, ' and 
that you love ; and I have love very ready for Mrs. Boswell, if 
she thinks it worthy of acceptance. I hope all the young ladies 
and gentlemen are well. 

I take a great liking to your brother. He tells me that his 
father received him kindly, but not fondly ; however, you seem 
to have lived well enough at Auchinleck, while you staid. 

Make your father as happy as you can. 

“ You lately told me of your health : I can tell you in return, 
that my health has been for more than a year past, better than 
it has been for many years before. Perhaps it may please God 
to give us some time together before we are parted, 
am, dear Sir, 

Yours, most affectionately, 

Sam. Johnson/' , 

** October 17, 1780.” 

.[‘*To THE Reverend Dr. Vyse, at Lambeth. ■ 

'“Sir, 

^ forgive the liberty I take, in soliciting 

your .interposition ..with his Grace the Archbishop my first 
petition was successful, and I . therefore venture on a second. 

“ The matron of the Chartreux is about to resign her place, 
and Mrs. Desmoulins, a daughter of the late Dr. Swinfen,^' who 
was well known to your father, is desirous of succeeding her. 

She has been accustomed by keeping a boarding-school to the 
care of children, and I think is very likely to discharge her 
duty. She is in great distress, and therefore may properly 
receive the benefit of a charitable foundation. If you wish to 
see her, she will be willing to give an account of herself. 
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^ “ If you shall be pleased, Sir, to mention her favourably to 
his Grace, you will do a great act of kindness to, Sir, 

■ . “Your most obliged, 

. , ^ . “And most bumble Servant, ■ . . 

-Dec 30. 1780.” “Sam. JOHNSON.”] 

Being disappointed in my hopes of meeting Johnson this 
year, so that I could hear none of his admirable sayings, I shall 
compensate for this want by inserting a collection of them, for 

. which I am indebted to my v/orthy friend Mr. Langton, whose ' 
kind communications have been separately interwoven in man v 
parts of this work.^. Very few articles of this collection were 
. committed to writing by himself, he not having that habit * 
which he regrets, and which those who know the numerous 
.. opportunities he had of gathering the rich fruits of Johnsemam 
:.,. wit and msdom, must ever regret. I however found, in 
conversation with him, that a good store of JohxNSOxyiana was 
treasured in his mind j and I compared it to Herculaneuni or 
some old Roman field, which when dug, fully rewards the 
: labour employed. The authenticity of every article is un- 
questionable. For the expression, I, who wrote them down in 
his presence, am partly answerable. 

, “Theocritus is not deserving of very high respect as a writer * 
,as to the pastoral part, Virgil is very evidently superiour. He 
; wrote, when there had been a larger influx of knowledge into 
the world than when Theocritus lived. Theocritus does not 
abound m description, though living in a beautiful country* ■ 

. the manners, painted are coarse and gross. Virgihhas much 
' description, more sentiment, more of nature, and more of 
art Some of the most excellent parts of Theocritus are, where 
Castor and Pollux, going with the other Argonauts, land on the 
.Bebrycian coast, and there fall into a dispute with Amycus the 
King of that country; which is as well conducted as Euripides 
could have done it ; and the battle is well related. Afterwards 
they carry oif a woman, whose two brothers come to recover 
her, and expostulate with Castor and Pollux on thei^ injustice * 
but they pay no regard to the brothers, and a battle ensues! 
where Castor and his brother are triumphant— Theocritus 
seems not to have seen that the brothers have the advantage 
m their mgument over his Argonaut heroes.— ‘The Sicilian 
Gossips ^ IS a piece of merit” 

“Callimachus is a writer of little excellence. The chief 

thing to be learned from him is his account of Rites and 
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Mythology; which j though desirable to' be known for the sake 
of understatiding other parts of ancient authoiirs, is the least 

pleasing or valuable part of their writings.” 

Mattaire^s accomit of the Stephani is a heavy book. -' He 
seems to have been a puzzle-headed man, 'with a large share' of 
scholarship, but with little geometry or logick in- his head, 
without method, and possessed of little genius. He ' wrote' 

:Latiii verses from- time to. time, and published a set in his old- 
age, which' 'he called ^ Semlia in which he shews- so' little 
learning or taste in writing, as to make Carteret a, dactyl.— In 
matters .of genealogy it is necessary to give the, bare names as 
they-' are; but in poetry, and in -prose of any elegance in the 
writing, they require^ to have inflection given to" them.— His - 
book of the Dialects is a sad heap of confusion ; the only way 
to write' on them is to tabulate them with Notes, 'added at the 
botto.m of the page, and references.” 

It may be questioned, whether there is not some mistake 
as to the methods of employing the poor, seemingly on a 
supposition that there is a certain portion of work left undone 
for want of persons to do it ; but if that is otherwise, and all 
the materials we have are actually worked up, or ail the 
manufactures we can use or dispose of are already executed, 
then what is given to the poor, who are to be set at work, must 
be taken from some who now have it : as time must be taken 
for learning, (according to Sir William Petty's observation,) a 
certain part of those very materials that, as it is, are properly 
worked up, must be spoiled by the unskilMness of novices. 

We may apply to well-meaning, but misjudging persons in 
particulars of this nature, what Giannone said to a monk, who 
wanted what he called to convert him : ^ Tu set santo^ ma tu 
non sei fiiosopkoJ — It is an unhappy circumstance that one 
might give away five hundred pounds in a' year to those that 
importune in the streets, and not do any good." 

'' There is nothing more likely to betray a man into absurdity, 
than condescension ; when he seems to suppose his understanding 
too powerful for his, company.” , 

^'Having asked Mr. Langton if his father and mother had 
sat for their pictures, which he thought it right for each 
generation of a family to do,, and being told they had - opposed 
it, he said, ^ Sir, among the anfractuosities of the human-' mind,- 
I know not if it may not be one, that there is a ' superstitious 
reluctance to sit for a picture.':” .' 

^*John Gilbert Cooper related, that -soon after the publication: 
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of his Dictionary,' Garrick 'being asked by, Johnson, wliat' people 
said of it, told bim,: that .among'' other'; aiiimad¥ersioo,s, it ^ 
....objected that' ho cited authoritieS',which.W'.e,re beneath /.the 
dignity of such a work, and mentioned Richardson. ^ Nay, 
(said Johnson,) I have done worse than that:' I have cited' i/iJel 
David.^ ” 

‘"Talking of expence, he observed, with what .munificence a' 
great' merchant will spend his .money, both from liis having it' 
... at command, and, from his enlarged views. ,by calculation of , a 
, good ..e-lfect upon the.wliole. , ‘ Whereas .(said he) 'you wdll 
hardly ever find a country , gentleman, who is not a: good deal 
disconcerted at an unexpected occasion for his being obli^-ed 
today out ten. pounds.^”: ' ' ^ 

^“When in good humour, he would talk of his own writings 
with wonderful frankness and candour, and would even 
criticise them ■with the closest seventy. One day, having read ' 
over one of his Ramblers, Mr.^Langton asked him, how he 
liked that paper ; he^ shook his head, and answered, ■ ® too 
wordy.^ At another' time, when one was reading his' tragedy 
of ‘ Irene/ to a company at a house in the count,ry, he le.ft the 
room : and somebody having asked him the reason of this* he 
replied, ‘^Sir, I thought it had been better.’ ’’ 

“Talking of a point of delicate scrupulosity of moral conduct, 
.he. said to Mr. Langton,. Men of harder minds than ours 'will 
do many things from which you and I would shrink; yet, 'Sir 
they will perhaps do more good in life than we. But let us try 
to.he.ip one another. If there be a wrong twist, it may be set 
right. It is® not probable that two people can be wron*^ the 
same way.’’’ . ° ' 

, ,“0f the Preface to -CapeFs Shakspeare, he said, ‘If the" 
man would have come.- to me, I would' have endeavoured to 
.endow his purposes with words;’ for as it is, he doth ‘gabble 
monstrously.’ ” 

. He related, that he had- once in a dream a contest of -wit 
with some other person, and that he was very much mortified 
by imagining that his opponent had the better of him. ^ Now 
(said,. he,) one may mark .here the effect -of sleep .in weakening 
refection';. '.for .had not my judgement failed' me! 

I should have seen, . that the. wit of this supposed antagonist bv 
whose superiority I, felt myself depressed, was as much furnished 
by me, as^that which I thought I had been uttering in my own 
diaracter. . 

^ , ^One evening in company,' an ingenious and learned gentle- 
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man read 'to him a, letter, of compliment which he had received, 
from one .of ; the. Professors of a Foreign- University. Johnson, 
111 an irritable fit, -thinking there was too, much ostentation, said, 

1 never receive any of these tributes of applause from abroad. 
0,iie , instance ' I recollect of a foreign publica.tion, in which' 
iLH,e.iiti.o,ii is made of Pillustre Lockman.^ ^ 

“ Of Sir .Joshua Reynolds, he - said, ® Sir, I know no. man who ' 
lias passed through life with more observation than Reynolds.^ 

^ “ .He repeated to Mr. Langton, with great energy, in the 
Greek, our Saviour’s gracious expression ■ concerning the' for- 
giveness of Mary Magdalen,^ '’H mcms crov crecrcD/ce ere’ Tropevov 
€lp^vr)iP . 'Thy faith hath saved thee;, go in peace.’® He/ 
said, ^ the manner of this dismission is exceedingly affecting.’ ” 

'' He thus defi.ned the difference between physical and moral 
truth: ' Physical Jruth is, when you tell a thing as it actually,, 
is. Mo,rai truth is, when you tell a thing -sincerely and precisely 
as it appears to you. I say such a one walked across the street 
if he really did so, I told a physical truth. If I thoug.ht so, 
though I should have been mistaken, I told a moral truth.’ ” 

'' Huggins, the translator of Ariosto, and Mr. Thomas 
Warton, in the early part of his- literary life, had a dispute con- 
cerning that poet, of whom Mr. Warton, in his ‘ Observations ^ 
-on Spe.nsePs P'airy Queen,’ gave- some account which Huggins 
attempted to answer with violence, and said, ' I will mziitate 
no longer against his nescience,^ Huggins was master of the 
subject, but wanted expression. ■ Mr. Warton’s knowledge of 
it was then- imperfect, ' but his manner lively and elegant. 
Johnson said, ‘ It appears to me, that Huggins has bail without 
powder, and Warton powder without ball’ ” 

“ Talking of the Farce of ‘ High Life below Stairs,’ he 'said, 

‘ Here is a Farce, which. is really very diverting, when you ;see 
it acted ; and yet one may read it, and not know that one : has 
been reading any thing at all’ ” ■ . 

'' He used at one time to go occasionally to the green-room 
of Drury-lane Theatre, wdiere he was much regarded by the 
players, and w^as very easy and facetious with them. He had 
a very high opinion of Mrs. Clive’s comick powers, and con- 
versed more with her than with any of them. He said, ‘Clive, 
Sir, is a good thing to sit by; she always understands wLat 

^ Secretary to the British Herring Fishery, remarkable for an. extraordinary number 
of occasional verses, not of eminent merit. 

2 [It does^not appear that the woman forgij^en was Mary Magdalen. — Kearney.] 

" .-..Luke 'ViL -50. 

■* [This account., of the diffepnee between moral, and ' physical truth- is- in , Locke’a 
Essay on Human Understanding,” and many other books. — Kearney.] ; 
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you say/ And she said of him, * I love to sit by Dr. Johnson : 
he always entertains me.' ; One night, when ^ The, : Recruiting 
Officer ' was acted, he said to Mr. Holland, w'ho had been, ex- 
pressing an apprehension , that Dr. Johnson. would disdain the 
works of Farquhar;. ‘No, Sir,,I„ think Farquhar a man:whose 
writings have considerable merit' ” 

' His friend Garrick was so busy in conducting the .drama, 
that they could not have so ..much intercourse 'm .Mr. Garrick 
used tO '. profess an anxious wish that there should, be.^ There 
might, indeed, be something in the contemptuous severity as to 
the merit of acting, which his' old ' preceptor' nourished in him- 
self, that would mortify Garrick after the great applause which; 
he received from the audience. For though Johnson said of 
him, ‘ Sir, a man who has a nation to admire him every night, 
may well be expected to be somewhat elated ; ' yet he ’would 
treat theatrical matters with a ludicrous slight. He mentioned 
one evening, ‘I met David coming off the stage, drest.'in a 
woman's riding hood, when he acted in The Wonder ; I came 
full upon him, and I believe he was not pleased.' " 

“ Once he asked Tom Davies, whom he saw drest in , a, fine 
suit of clothes, * And what art thou to-night ? ' Tom answered, 

‘ The Thane of Ross ; ' (which it will be recollected is a very 
inconsiderable character.) ‘ O brave 1 ' said Johnson." 

“Of Mr. Longley, at Rochester, a gentleman of very con- 
siderable learning, whom Dr. Johnson met there, he' said, * My 
heart warms towards him. I was surprised to find in him such 
a. nice acquaintance with the metre in the learned. languages : 
though I was somewhat, mortified that , I had it not so much to 
myself, as I should have thought' " 

...' , “ Talking of the minuteness with which people will record 
the sayings of' eminent persons,, a .story w^as told, that when 
.'Pope was on a . visit to. Spence at Oxford, as they looked from 
the. ...window they -saw . a -gentleman Commoner, who was just 
come in from riding, amusing himself wdth whipping at a post. 
Pope took occasion to 'say, ‘ That young gentleman seems to 
■ have ..'little to do.' Mr. Beau clerk .observed,. ‘ Then,, to be s.ure, 
Spence turned round and wrote that down;' and w^ent on to 
say .to .-Dr. Johnson, ‘Pope, Sir, would have said the same of 
you, if he had seen you distilling.' Johnson. ‘Sir, if Pope 
had told me of my distilling,' I would have told him of his 
grotto.'" 

1 [In a letter written by Johnson to a .friend, in Jan. 1742-3, he says, . “ I never, see... 
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; «He would allow 13.0 settled indulgence of idleness upon 
7 . . principle® and always repelled every attempt to urge excuses for 
it. friend .one day, suggested, . that it was not wholesome to 
study soon after dinner, ^ Johnson. ‘Ah, Sir, don't give way to 
such a fancy. At one time of my. life I had taken it into my 
; head that it was not wholesome to study between breakfast and 
dinner/ ” 

“ Mr. Beauclerk one day repeated to Dr. Johnson Pope’s lines, 

‘ Let modest Foster, if he -will, excel 
Ten metropolitans in preaching well :* 

Then 'asked, the^ Doctor,. ‘Why' did Pope say this? ' ' Johnson. 
Sir,' he hoped it would vex somebody.’ 

‘‘Dr. Goldsmith, upon occasion of Mrs. Lennox’s bringing 
out a play,^' said to Dr. Johnson at the Club, that a person had 
advised hm to go and hiss it, , because she had attacked' 
.Shakspeare in her book called ‘Shakspeare Illustrated.^ 
Johnson. ‘And did not you tell him that he was a rascal?^ 
Goldsmith. ‘No, Sir, I did not. ■ Perhaps he might not mean 
what' he said’ Johnson. ‘Nay, Sir, if he lied, it is a different 
thing/ Coiman slily said, {but it is believed Dr. Johnson did 
not hear him,) ‘ Then the proper expression should have been, 
-—Sir, if you don’t lie, you’re a rascal’.” 

“ His affection for Topham Beauclerk was so great, that 
' when Beauclerk was labouring under that severe illness which at 
last occasioned his death, Johnson said, (with a voice faultering 
, ' mth emotion,) ‘ Sir, I would walk to the extent of the diameter 
.of the earth to save Beauclerk.’ ” ' 

“One night at the Club he produced a translation of an 
Epitaph which Lord Elibank had written in English, for his 
Lady, and' requested of Johnson to turn it-, into Latin for him. 
Having read I)omtna de JVorth et Gray^ he said to Dyer,^ ‘ You 
see, Sir, what barbarisms we are compelled to make use-' of, ' 
when modern titles are to be specifically mentioned^ in Latin 
inscriptions/ When he had read it once aloud, and there had 
been a general approbation expressed by the company, he 
addressed himself to Mr. Dyer in' particular, and said, * Sir, I 
beg to have your judgement, for I know your nicety.’ Dyer then 
very properly desired to read it over again ,* which having done, 

1 [Probably “ The Sisters,” a comedy performed one night only, at Covent Garden, 
in 1769. Dr.' Goldsmith ^wrote an exceipnt epilogrtte to it.— Mrs. Lennox, whose maiden 
. mme was Ramsay, died -in London in distressed .circumsfcances, in her eighty-fourth year. 
January 4, 31804. — M.] 

® [See voL i. p. 3ai.— M.] 
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he pointed out an incongruity in one of the sentences* ^ John- 
son immediately assented to the observationj' and , saidj JSir^' 
this isowing to an alteration of apart of .the sentence^ from the 
form in which I had first written it ; and I ■ believe. Sir, you 
may have remarked, that the making, a partial ch.aoge, without 
a due regard to the general structure of the sentence, is a very ■ 
frequent cause of errour in composition.’” 

Johnson was well acquainted with Mr.'Dossie, , autliour,„;Of 
a treatise on Agriculture; and said of him, ^ Sir, of the objects.', 
which the Society of Arts have chiefly in view,' the ■ chymical 
effects of bodies operating upon other bodies, he knows more 
than almost any man.’ Johnson, in order to give Mr. Dossie, 
his vote to be a member of this Society, paid up an arrear 
which had run on for tw'O years. On this occasion he men- 
tioned a circumstance, as characteristick of the Scotch. One of 
that nation, (said he,) who had been a candidate, , against whom' 
I had voted, came up to me with a civil salutation. Now, Sir,, 
this is their way. An Englishman would have stomached it, 
and been sulky, and never have taken further notice of yo.u ; 
but a Scotchman, Sir, though you vote nineteen times against 
him, will accost you with equal complaisance after each time, 
and the twentieth time, Sir, he will get your vote.” 

“ Talking on the subject of toleration, one day when some 
friends were with him in, his study, he made bis usual remark, 
that the State has a right to regulate the religion of the people, 
who are the children. of the State. A clergyman having readily ' 
acquiesced in this, Johnson, wiio loved discussion, observed, 

But, Sir, you .must go round to other. States than, ,our own.: 
.You do not know what' a Bramin has to say for himself.^ In 
short, Sir, ,I have got no further than this : Every man has,' a 
right to utter what be thinks truth, and every other, man has a 
right to '.knock him do.wn for it Marty. rdom .is, the test.’ ”'. ' 

. ',, A man, he observed, should begin to wwite soon ; ' for, if he 
waits till his judgement is matured, his inability, through want of 
practice to express his conceptions, will make .the disproportion 
so great between what he .sees, and what he can attain, That he 
will probably be discouraged from waiting at all As a proof 
of the justness of this remark, we may instance w’^hat is related 
of the great Lord Granville that after . he .had" written his 
letter giving an account of the battle of Dettingen, he said, 

1 Here Lord Macartney remarks, “ A Bramin or any cast of the Hindoos will neither 
admit you to be of their religion, nor be converted to yours : — a thing which struck the 

' Portuguese with the greatest astonishment, when they first discovered the East Indies." 

2 {John, the first Earl Granville, who. died, January a,. 1763.— M. 3 . ■ 
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Here, is a. letteij , expressed in 'terms ■ not good enough for a 
taliow-ehandler^ to, have used/'' ■ ‘ , 

, ,, Talking of a Gourt-martial that was -sitting upon' a very 
momentous publick occasioBj lie, expressed much' doubt of an 
enlightened decision,] and said, that perhaps there was 'not a' 
member, of, it, who^ in the whole course, of, his life, had ever 
spent an hour by himself in balancing probabilities/* 

■ “GoMsmith one day brought to the Club a printed Ode,, 
which iie5,vvith others, had been hearing read by itS' authour in 
,a publick roonij at the rate of live shillings each for admission. 
One: of the company having read it aloud, Dr. Johnson said,. 
,, Bolder words a,nd more timorous meaning, I think, never 
were h,ro'ught ' toge'ther/ ” 

1 alking of Gray’s Odes, he said, ‘ They are forced plants, 
raised in a hot-bed; and they are poor plants; they are but 
cucumbers after all/ A gentleman present, who had been 
running down ode- writing in general, as a bad species of poetry, 
uiiluc,kiiy said, ‘Had they been literary cucumbers, they had 
been better things than Odes/ — * Yes, Sir, (said Johnson,) for a 

“His distinction of the different degrees of attainment of 
learning^ was thus marked upon two ■ occasions. Of Queen 
Elizabeth he . said, * She had learning enough to have given 
dignity to a bishop and of Mr. Thomas Davies he said, ‘Sir, 
Davies has learning enough to give credit to a clergyman/ ” 

“ He used to quote with great warmth, the saying of 
Aristotle recorded by Diogenes Laertius; that there was the 
same difference between one learned and unlearned, as between 
the living and the dead/' 

' ^ “ It is very remarkable, that he retained in his memory very 
slight and . trivial, as well as import^^ As an instance 

of this, it seems that an inferiour domestick of the Duke of 
Leeds had attempted to celebrate his Grace's marriage in such 
homely rhymes as he could' make; and this curious composition 
having been mng to Dr. Johnson, he got it by heart, and used 
to repeat it in a very pleasant . manner. Two of the stanzas 
■weretheS'e 

® When the Duke of Leeds shall married be 
To a fine young lady of high quality, 

How happy wUi that gentlewoman be 
In' his Grace of Leeds's good company,' 

She shall have ail that’s .fine and fair,. 

And the best of silk and sattin shall wear j 
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And ride in a coach to take the air, 

And have a house in St. JamesVSquare.* ^ 

To hear a man, of the weight and dignity of Johnson, repeating 
.such humble 'attempts at ..poetry,, had a .very amusing;, effect. 

' He, however, ..seriously observed of the 'last stanza repeated "by 
him, that it. nearly comprised' all the advantages that wealth can 

give.” 

An eminent foreigner, "when he was shiew.n : the British 
. Museum, was very troublesome' with' many ^ absurd enquiries. 

^ Now., there, Sir, (said he,) .is the difference between .an English* 

. man and a Frenchman. A Frenchman must be. always talking, 
whether he knows .any' thing of the matter or not ; an 'English- 
. man is content to say nothing, when he has nothing to say.’ ’’ 

' “His unjust contempt for foreigners was, indeed, extreme. 
One evening, at Old Slaughter’s coffee-house, when a'^ number 
of them were talking loud about little matters, he. said, Does 
not this confirm old MeynelFs observation — For any ' iking I see'^ 
foreigners are fools 

. “He said, that once, when he had a violent toothach, a 
Frenchman accosted him thus; Ah^ Monsieur^ vous etuiiez' 
tropA 

■ “Having spent an evening at Mr. Laiigton’s . with the' 
Reverend Dr. .Parr, he was much pleased with the co.nve.rsation 
of that learned ge.ntleman j and, after he was gone, said to Mr, 
.Langton, ‘Sir, I am obliged to you for having, asked me this 
evening. Parr is a fair man.^ I do not know when I have had 
an occasion, of. such free controversy. It is remarkable how 
much of a ma^’s life may pass 'without meeting with any instance 
of this kind of open discussion.’ ” 

. -1 The. correspondent of the Gentleman’s Magazine who stibscribes himself Sciolus, 
furnishes the foliowing supplement ; * v ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

“A lady of my . acqu.ainta.nce remembers to have heard her iirscle sing tho.se homely 
istanzas more than forty-Sve years ago. He repeated the second thus t 
‘ She shall breed' young lords and ladies fair. 

And ride abroad in a coach and three pair, i ' 

And the best, Stc. 

And have a house, &C.' 

And remembered a third which, seems to..have been the introductory one, and is believed 
to have been the only remaining one : 

‘ When the Duke of Leeds shall have made his choice 
Of a charming young lady that’s beautiful and wise, 

She’ll be the: happiest young gentlewoman under the skies. 

As long as the sun and moon shall rise, 

And how happy shall, &c.’ ” 

It is wnth pleasure I add that this stanza could never be more truly applied than at this 
present time 

3 [When the Corporation of Norwich applied to Johnson to point out to them 


.ina8ter,.for .their/ Grammar-School^ he recommended Dr. .Parr, W hiS' Cea'sine to-'^^us^e^ 
.to.Sttranerat Ha.iTow.--B.U'R:K'B:Y.3' .' 
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“ We may fairly institute a criticism between Shakspeare 

1* they botli had, though .in a different . degree,,': 

the lights of.a latter age. It is not so just between the Greek 
dramatick writers' ^and Shakspeare. It may be replied to what 
, is ..said by .one of the remarkers on Shakspeare, that though' 
I)aiiii.s .s shade had pf‘€sci6fic€i it does not necessarily follow that 
. he,, had .all fasi particulars revealed to him.” ■ ■ ■ 

“Spanish plays,, being wildly .and improbably farcical,' would" 
please children here, as children are entertained with stories full 
of' .prodigies ;;their experience not being sufficient to cause them 
. to be SO- readily startled at deviations from' the natural course of 
life. .The machineiy of the Pagans is uninteresting to us ; when 
a Goddess. appears' in Homer or Virgil, we grow weary ; still 
more so in the Grecian tragedies, as in that kind of composition 
a. nearer approach to Nature is intended. Yet there are good 
reasons for reading romances ; as— the fertility of invention, the 
beauty of style and expression, the curiosity of seeing with what 
kind of performances the age and country in which they were 
written was delighted : for it is to be apprehended, that at the 
time when very mid improbable tales were well received, the 
people were in a barbarous state, and so on the footing of 
children, as has been explained.” 

“It is evident enough that no one who writes now can use 
the Pagan deities and mythology ; the only machinery, there- 
fore, seems that of ministering spirits, the ghosts of the 
departed, witches, and fairies, though these latter, as the vulgar 
superstition concerning them (which, while in its force, infected 
at least the imagination of those that had more advantage in 
education, though their reason set them free from it,) is every 
day wearing out, seem likely to be of little further assistance in 
the machinery of poetry. As I recollect, Hammond introduces 
a hag or witch into one of his love elegies, where the effect is 
mimeaning and disgusting.” 

“The man who uses his talent of ridicule in creating or 
grossly exaggerating the instances he gives, who imputes 
absurdities that did not happen, or when a man was a little 
ridiculous, describes him as having been very much so, abuses 
his talents greatly. The great use of delineating absurdities 
is, that we may know how far human folly can go; the 
account, therefore, ought of absolute necessity to be faith- 
ful A certain character (naming the person) as to the general 
cast of it, is well described by Garrick, but a great deal of the 
phraseology he uses in it, is quite his own, ' particularly in the 












■ 
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. ..proverbial comparisons, ‘obstinate as a pig,^ &c. but I don^t 
, know whether it might not; be true of . Lord that from a 
too great eagerness of praise and ^popularity, and. a .politeness 
carried to a ridiculous' excess, he' was likely, after asserting: a 
thing in general, to give it up again in parts. . For instance, if 
he had said Reynolds was the first of painte.rs, he was capable '.' 
enough of giving- up, as objections might happen to be severally:- 
made, ^ first, his outline, — then the .grace in. form,--™-theii.. the., 
colouring,— and ■ lastly, to have owned that he .was . such .. a - 
mannerist, that the disposition of his pictures ' was .ail alike.'^ '. 

'*Fo'r hospitality, as formerly practised, there is no longer. the. 
same reason ; heretofore the poorer people were more nmnerons, .. 
and from want of commerce, their means of . getting a livelihood 
more difficult ; therefore, the supporting them was an act of great 
benevolence ; ■ now ^that the poor can find maintenance for 
themselves, and their labour is wanted, a general undisceming 
hospitality, tends to ill, by withdrawing them from their work to 
idleness and drunkenness. Then, formerly rents were received 
in kind, so that there was a great abundance of provisions in 
possession of the owners of the lands, which since the plenty of 
money afforded by commerce, is no longer the case.^’ 

‘‘ liospitality to strangers and foreigners in our country is 
now almost at an end ; since, from the increase of them th.at 
come to us, there have been a sufficient number of people that 
have found an interest in providing in.os and proper accom- 
modations, which is in general a more expedient method for 
the entertainment of travellers. Where the travellers and 
strangers are few, more of that hospitality, subsists, as it has 
not been. worth while to .provide places of accommodation. 
'.In Ireland, there -is' still hospitality . to ■ strangers, in some 
degree; in Hungary and Poland, probably more.*' . 

■“Coiman,.in a note on his translation of Terence, talking 
of Shakspeare/s learning, asks, ' ‘ What says Farmer to this ? 
What says Johnson?' 'Upon this he observed, * Sir, let 
Farmer answer for himself : /never engaged in this controversy, 

I always said, Shakspeare had Latin enough ' to grammaticise 
his English.'” 

“A clergyman, whom he characterised as one who loved to 
say little oddities, was affecting one day, at a Bishop's table, a 
sort of slyness and freedom not in character, and repeated, as 
if part of *The Old Man's Wish,' a song by Dr. Walter Pope, 
a verse bordering on licentiousness. Johnson rebuked him 
in the finest mannetj by first shewing him that he did not 
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aiming at, and thus humbling him : 
>ir, that _is not the song : it is thus.’ And he gave it right. 

riien looking stedfastiy on him, ‘ Sir, there is. a part of that 
song which ,I should wish to exemplify in my own life : ■ ■ ' 

May I govern sny passions with absolute sway/ 

Being asked if Barnes knew a good ■ deal of Greek, he 
answered, ^l„ doubt, .Sir, he was unoculus inter c^Bcosy^^ 

He used frequently to observe, that men might , be very 
emineiit in , a profession, without our perceiving any particular?* 
power, of mind in them in conversation. ‘It seems strange 
., (said he) that a .man should see so far to the right, who sees 
so short a way to the left. Burke is the only man. whose 
common conversation corresponds with- the general fame 
which he has in the world. Take up whatever topick you 
■please,, he is- ready to meet .you.'’’* 

“A gentleman, by no means deficient in literature, having 
discovered less acquaintance with one of the Classicks than 
Johnson expected, when the gentleman left the room, he 
observed, * You see, now, how little any body reads.* Mr.. 
I^ngton happening to mention his having read a good deal in 
Clenardus’s Greek Grammar, ‘Why, Sir, .(said he,) who is 
there in this town who knows any thing of Clenardus 2 but you 
and I?* And upon Mr. Langton’s mentioning that he had 
taken the pains to learn by heart the Epistle of St. Basil, 
ivhich is given in the Grammar as a praxis, . ‘ Sir, (said he,) I 
never made such an effort to attain Greek.*** . 

“Of Dodsley’s J Public \%tue, a Poem,* he said, ‘It was- 
hue blank \ (meaning to express his usual contempt for blank 
verse :) however, this miserable poem did not sell, and my 
poor friend Docldy said, Public Virtue was 'not a. subject to^ 
interest the age.*’* 

“ M.r. Langton, when a very young man, read Dodsley’s 
‘Cleone, a Tragedy,’ , to him,, not aware of 'his extreme im- 
patience to be read '.to. , As it went - on he' turned his face .to- 

•’ [JohRson, in his Life of Miltorij after mentioning that great poet’s extraordinary 
fancy that the world was in its decay, and that bis book was to be written in an age too 
late for beroick poasy, thus concludes ; “ However inferioar to the heroes who were bore 
in better ages, he might still be great among his contemporaries, with the hope of grow- 
ing every day greater in the dwindle of posterity ; he might still be a giant among the 
the one-eyed monarch 0 / ike blind " — J. Boswerl,] 

^ {Nicholas Cki’.ard, who was born in Brabant, and died at Grenada in 1542, was a 
great traveller and linguist. Beside his Greek Grammar, {of which an. improved edition 
was published by Vossius, at Amsterdam in s6a6,) he wrote a Hebrew grammar, and an 
account of his travels in various countries, in Latin (Epistolarum Libri duo, 8vo. 
1556,) a very rare work, of which there is a copy in the Bodleian Librar}^ His Latin, 
(says the authour of Nouveau Dictionnaire HiSTORlQUEj 1789,) would have been 
more pure, if he had not known "so m'any languages.— - " 
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the back of his chair, and put himself into various attitudes, 
which marked his uneasiness. . At the end of an act, however, 
he said, ‘ Come, ■■ let^s' -have ■ some more, lefs , go into. ' the 
.slaughter-house -again, '■ Lanky., , -,-EutI .am afraid .there is -more 
blood than brains/-. -■- Yet he afterwards said, ■ ‘ When ,1, heard, you 
read it, I thought higher of its power of language : when I read 
it myself, I was more sensible . of its pathetick. effect ; ^ and then 
he paid it a compliment which, many will' think' very extravagant. 
‘^Sir, (said he,) if Otway, had written :tMs play, no other of his 
pieces would have ’been remembered.*, ' Dodsley . himself, upon 
this being repeated to ,him,. 'said,. Vlt was, too much : * it must 
be remembered, that Johnson ' always appeared not to be 
'sufficiently, sensible, of the .merit of Otway.** ^ . .. . 

.-“Snatches of reading (said, .he) will not. make aBentley or a 
•Clarke. They are, however, in a certain degree ' advantageous. 

I would put a child; .into ,a library (where no unfit books are) 
and let him read at. his' choice., A child should not be dis- 
...couraged from reading any, thing that betakes a liking to,, from 
a notion that it is above his' reach. If that be the case, the . 
child will soon find it out and desist ; if not, he of course gains 
the instruction 3 which is so much the more likely, to come, 
from the inclination ■ with which he takes , up the study/* 

“ Though he used to censure ca.relessn.ess with great, vehem- 
ence, he owned, that he once, to avoid the trouble of locking 
up five guineas, hid them, he, 'forgot where, so that he could 
oot find them.” 

. A, gentleman who introduced ', his brother to Dr. Johnson, -' 
was earnest to recommend him to the Doctor*s notice, which 
-he did by saying, ‘When we have sat together some time, 
youll find my brother grow very entertainiog.* — ‘Sir, (said 
Johnson,) I can wait.*” 

“When the rumour was strong that we should have a war, 
because the French would assist the Americans, he rebuked a 
friend with some asperity for supposing it, saying, ‘ Mo, Sir, 
national faith is not yet sunk so 

“ In the latter part of his life, in order to satisfy himself 
whether his mental faculties were impaired, he resolved that 
he would try to learn a new language, and fixed upon the Low 
Dutch for that purpose, and this he continued till he had read 
about one half of ‘ Thomas a Kempis ; * and finding that there 

i ffhis assertion concerning Johnson’s InsensiMIity to the pathetick powers of Otwav 
as too I once «ked him, whether he did not think Otway frequently tender ; 

. '%vhen he.---amwcred,-‘^-Sir, he isall teaderness,”--“Bu&NHY,| ^ 
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acquisition, he then 

dtsisttd, as thinking the experiment had been duly tried. Mr. 

ja y that this was not the most vigorous 

trial, Low Dutch bemg a language so near to our own; had it 
been one of the languages entirely different, he might have 

been yery, soon . satisfied.” . s 

“Mr. Langton and he having gone to see a Freemason’s 
mnerai. .processioBs^ when they were at Rochester, and some 
solemn _musick being played on French-horns, he said, ‘This 
IS the first time that I have ever been affected by musical 
sounds ; ^adding, ‘that the impression made upon him was of 
a melancholy kind. Mr. Langton saying that this effect was 
a fine one. Johnson. ‘ Yes, if it softens the mind so as to 
prepare it for the reception of salutary feelings, it may be good : 
Dili inasmuch as it is melancholy perse^ it is bad.* ” ^ 
“Goldsmith had long a visionary project, that some time or 
Other when his circumstances should be easier, he w^ould go to 
Aleppo, m order to acquire a knowledge, as far as misjht be, of 
any arts peculiar to the East, and introduce them into Britain. 
When this was talked^ of in Dr. Johnson’s company, he said, 
of alj men Goldsmith is the most unfit to go out upon such an 
enquiry ; for he is utterly ignorant of such arts as we already 
possess, and consequently could not know what would be 
accessions to our present stock of mechanical knowledge. ‘ Sir, 
he would bring home a grinding-barrow, which you see in every 
street in Eondon, and think that he had furnished a wonderful 
improvement.’ ” 

Glees, bir, (said he) is like lace ; every man gets as much 
of it as he can.” ^ 

W hen Lord Charles Hay, after his return from America, 
was preparing his defence to be offered to the Court-Martial 
which he had demanded, having heard Mr. Langton as high 
111 expressions of admiration of Johnson, as he usually was, he 
requested that Dr. Johnson might be introduced to him ; and 
Mr. Langton having mentioned it to Johnson, he very kindly 
and readily agreed ; and being presented by Mr. Langton to 
his Lordship, while under arrest, he saw him several 'times ; 
upon one of which occasions Lord Charles read to him what 
he had prepared, which Johnson signified his approbation of. 


1 .[The BrfiTich-horn, nowever, is so far from being melancholy psr se, that when the 
strain is ligni, and in the held, there is nothing so cheerful ! It was the funeral 
occasion, and prooabiy tne solemnity of the strain, that produced the plaintive effect 
here mentioned.—BuRNEY.] . ^ ' ' 


“ ilt should be remembered, that this was said twenty-five or thirty years atro W'hesi 
iace was very generally worn.— M.} ^ " ■. 
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saymg, ‘It is a very good soldierly defence.’ Johnson said, 
that he had advised his Lordship, that as it was in vain to 
contend with those who were in possession of power, if they 
would offer him the rank of Lieutenant-General, and a govern- 
ment, it would be better judged to desist from urging his 
complaints. It is well known that his Lordship died before 
the sentence was made known.” 

■ gave high praise to Dr. Bentley’s verses » 

in DodSi^s Collection, which he recited with ‘ his usual 
ener^’. Dr. Adam Smith, who was present, observed in Ms 
decisive professorial manner, ‘Very well,— Very well.’— Johnson 
however^ added, ‘Yes, they are very well, Sir; but you may 
observe in what manner they are well. They are the forcible 

“ strives to mount Parnassus’ hill, 

And thence poetick laurels bring, 

Must iirst acquire due force and skill, 

Must fly with swan’s or eagle’s wing. 

Who Nature's treasures would e.\'plore, 
niystenes and arcana know: 

Must high as lofty Newton soar, 

Must stoop as delving Woodward low. 

Who studies ancient laws and rites 
Tongues, arts, and arms, and historv: 

Must drudge, like Selden, days and nichts 
And in the endless labour die. ’ 

Who travels in religious jars, 

T errour, shades with rays) 

ljiK.e histon, wanting pyx or stars 
In ocean ivide or sinks or strays. * 

But grant, our hero’s hope long toil 

And comprehensive genius crown, 

Ail sciences, all arts his spoil, 

Yet what reward, or what renown? 

Envy, innate in vulgar souls, 

Envy steps in and stops bis rise ; 

with poison’d^ tarnish fouls 
Mis lustrC) n,nc[ his worth , d^cri^s. 

He lives inglorious or in w-ant, 

To college and old books confin'd; 

In^ead of learn 'd, he’s call’d peduxit, 

Dunces advanc’d, he’s left behind ; 

left content, a genuine Stoick he, 

Great without patron, rich without ' South Sea.’* ; 

or hy wants inihrall d. 

To college and old books confin’d, 

A pedant /ram kis learning caitd. 

Dunces advanc’d, he’s left behind." 

■ ■ ■ Boswell. I 
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verses of a man of a strong mind, but not accustomed to write 
nncouthness in the expression.’ ” 1 
Drinking tea one day at Garrick’s with Mr. Langton, he 
was questioned if he was not somewhat of a heretic as to 
...haxspeare; said Garrick, ‘I doubt he is a little of an infidel.’ 

Sir, (said Johnson) I will stand by the lines I have written 
on Snakspeare m my Prologue at the opening of your Theatre.’ 
Mr. Langton suggested, that in the line 

‘ And panting Time toil’d after him in vain 

Johnson might have had in his eye the passage in the 
‘iempest, where Prospero says of Miranda, 

She will outstrip all praise, 

And make it halt behind her.’ 

Jolmson said nothing. Garrick then ventured to observe * I 
do not think that the happiest line in the praise of Shakspeare.^ 
Johnson exclaimed (smiling,) 'Prosaical rogues! next time I 
write, I II make both time and space pant/ 

is well known that there was formerly a rude custom 
for those who were sailing upon the Thames, to accost each 
other as they passed, in the most abusive language they could 
invent, generally, however, with as much satirical humour as 
they were capable of producing. Addison gives a specimen 
of this ribaldry, in number 383 of ‘The Spectator,’ when Sir 
Roger de Coverly and he are going to Spring-garden. Johnson 
was once eminently successful in this species of contest | a 
ieilow having attacked him with some coarse raillery, Johnson 

difference between Johnson and Smith is apparent even in this slight instance 
&mith was a man of extraordinary application! and had his mind crowded with ail 
manner of stihjects ; but the force, acuteness, and vivacity of Johnson were not to be 
s,ouad mere. He bad Dook-makmg so much in his thoughts, and was so chary of what 
msgat be Jurned to account m tnat way, that he once safd to Sir Jo.shua Reynolds, that 
ne made it a rule when in companj^ never to talk of what he understood. Beaucierk 
nad for a short time a pretty high opinion of Smith’s conversation. Garrick, after 
^ while, as to one of whom his expectations had been raised, turned 
to a friend, and w;hispered him, “ What say you to this ?'-eh ? Jiahby. I think.”' 

.. ^ iosee m the “Transactions of the Royal Society of Edinburgh,’* Voi. 

Si., An Essay on the Character of Hamlet,” written, I should suppose, by a very 
vour^ man, tnough called “Reverend;” who speaks with presumptuous petulance of 
^e hrst literary ^character of his age. Amidst a cloudy confusion of words, (which 
aath oi mte too otren passed in Scotland for Meinphysicks^ he thus ventures to criticise 
one OI the nooiest hues m our language : “ Br. Johnson has remarked, that ‘ time 
soiled after him in vain. But I should apprehend, that this is entirely to mistake ike 
cnar^ter. lime toils after every great man, as well as after Shakspeare The 
of an ordinary mind keep pace, indeed, with time; they move no faster; tkev 
fiave *kesr ceginnzn^, their middle, and their end;, but supenour natures can reduce 
zhese a Ihey do not, indeed, suppress them ; but they suspend, or they lock 

them up tn ike dre^t, ’ The learned Society, under whose sanction such gabble is 
ushered into the world, would do well to offer a premium to any one who will discover 
Its meaning. l 
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mswered hiin thus, ‘Sir, your wife, nnder pretence of keeping a 
,..mwdf-'kouse^ is .a receiver of stolen goods.’ ' "One evening w4eii' 

. .he and Mr. Burke and Mr. Laiigton were in company together, 

... , and the admirable scolding of Timoii of Athens was mentioned,' 

, this instancfe of Johnson’s was quoted, and thought to have at 
least equal excellence.” 

J«5i^nson always allowed the extraordinary talents of 
, .Mr* Burke, so Mr.- Burke was. fully sensible of the wonderful 
. powers ; of Johnson. . Mr. .Langtoii recollects having passed 
an evening with both of ^ them, when. Mr. Burke' repeatedly 
entered upon topicks which it was evident he -would 'have 
illustrated with extensive knowledge ■ and' richness- of ex- 
.. . pression ] but Johnson - always . seized upon the conversation, ' 
m which, however he acquitted himself in a most masterlv 
mani^r. As Mr. Burke and ,Mr. Langton w^ere walking, home,' 
Mr. . Burke, observed that Johnson had. been very great that 
night; Mr. Langton joined in this, but added* he could have 
TOshed to hear more from another person ; (plainly intimating 
that he meant Mr. Burke.) ‘0, no, (said Mr. krke) it is 
enough for me to have rung the bell to him.' ” 

, “Beauclerk having observed to him of one of their friends 
that he was aukw^d at counting money, ‘Why, Sir,’ said 
Johnson, 1 am likewise aukward at counting money. But 
then, Sn, the reason is plain ; I have had very little money to 

dw W i<2 ll 2 «!• « 

He had an- abhorrence of affectation. Talking of old' Mr*' 
angton, of whom he said, ‘Sir, you will seldom see such a 
gentleman, such, are his -stores of literature, such his knowledge 
..m.mvmity, and .such his. exemplary life;’ he added, ‘and, Sir,"' 
he no giimace, no gesticulation, no bursts of admiration 
o.a trivial, occasions ;. he never embraces you with an overacted " 
.' :Cordiality..’.” ; - 

_.Being in. company with a gentleman who thought fit" to- - 
maintain Dr. Berkeley’s ingenious philosophy, that nothing 
exists but as perceived by some mind; when the gentleman 
was going away, Johnson said to him, ‘ Pray, Sir, don’t leave 
us; for we may perhaps forget to think of you, and then you 
-.:Wiil .cease to exist, . - ■ 

“Goldsniith, upn being visited by Johnson one dav in the 
Temple, said to him with a little jealousy of the appearance of 
his accommodation. ‘ I shall soon be in better chambers than 
these. Johnson at the same time checked him and paid him 
a handsome compliment, implying that a man of hfs talents 
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should be above attention to such distinctions,— ‘ Nay, Sir, 

never mind that ; M7 /e qumsiverts extraP^ 

^ “ At the time when his .ppsion was granted to him, he said, 
with a noble literary ambition,, ‘ Had- this happened twenty ■ 
years^ ago, I should have gone to Constantinople - to learn - 
Arabick, ,as' Pococke did.’”- 

“As an, ,instan.ce of the niceness.of- his taste, ' though . he - 
praised West’s translation of Pindar, he ■ pointed ■ out the^' 
fcnowing passages as faulty, by expressing a , circumstance so 
minute as to. detract -from- the general dignity which should 

prevail : ' ' 

' Down tlien from thy glittering 
Take, O muse, thy Dorian lyre/ ' 

: ' “ When Mr. Vesey^ was proposed as a member of the 
Literary Club, Mr. Burke began by saying, that, he was a 
oian of gentle manners. ' ‘ Sir,’ said Johnson, * you need say 
no more. When you have said a man of' gentle manners, you 
, have said enough/” 

- -“ The iate'Mr. Fitzherbert told Mr. Langton, that Johnson 
said to him, ‘ Sir, a man has no more right to say an uncivil 
thing, than to act one ; no more right to say a rude thing to 
'another than.. to knock him down/” 

“ My dear friend Dr. Bathurst, (said he with a warmth of 
approbation) declared, he was glad that his father, who was a 
West-Indian planter, had left his affairs in total ruin, because, 
having no estate, he was not under the temptation of having 
.slaves.” 

“ Richardson had little conversation, except about his own 
works, of which Sir Joshua Reynolds said he was always 
willing to talk, and glad to have them introduced. Johnson, 
when he carried Mr. Langton to see him, professed that he 
could bring him out into conversation, and used this allusive 
expression, * Sir, I can make him mm’ But he failed ; for in 
diat interview Richardson said little else than that there lay in 
the room a translation of his Clarissa into German.” ^ 

* [The Right Honourable Agmondesham Vesey was elected a member of the 
■Litekarv Club in 1773, .and died August nth, 1.786. — M.] 

2 A literaryf lady has favoured me with a characteristick anecdote of Richardson. 
One day at his country house at Northend, where large company was a.$sembled at 
dinner, a gentleman who was just returned from Paris, willing to please Mr. Richardson, 
mentioned to him a very flattering circumstance,-— that he had seen his Clarissa lying on 
the King’s brother’s table. Richardson observing that part of the company were engaged 
■in talking to each other, affected then not to attend to it; hut by and by» when there 
was a general silence, and he thought that the flattery might be fully heard, he addressed 
himself to the gentleman, “ I think, Sir, you were saying something about,” — pausing in 
a high flutter of expectation. The gentleman provoked at his inordinate vanity, resolved 
.-: mot ...to .indulge 'it,, and. with an .exquisitely sly air ,of,.mdifference answered, “A mere -trifle, 
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Once when somebody produced a newspaper in which there 
■ was,, a, letter of stupid, abuse of Sir Joshua Reynolds, of which 
„ . Johnson himself .came in for a share, — * Pray/ said he, *let us 
havejt .read' .aloud from beginning to end;’ which being. done, 
he with a ludicrous earnestness, and not directing his. look to 
any particular person, called out, 'Are, we ali¥e after all this 
satire ! 

** He had a sjrong prejudice , against thC; political .character 
■of Seeker, one instance -of which appeared at Ox,for,d5. where he 
expressed great dissatisfactio.n , at his varying the old .established 
■toast, ‘Church and King.’ 'The A.rchbishop ,of Canter- 
bury,' said he, ^(with an affected smooth ; smi.fmg , grimace) 
'drinks, " Constitution in Church and State.”’ Being asked 
what difference there was between the two toasts, he: said, 
'Why, Sir, you may be sure he meant something.’ Yet when ■ 
the life of that prelate, prefixed to his sermons by Dr. Porteus 
and Dr. Stinton, his chaplains, first came out, he read it' with ' 
the utmost avidity, and said, ‘It is a life well 'written, and that 
well deserves to be recorded.’” 

“Of a certain noble . Lord, he said, 'Respect him, you 
could not ; lOr he had no mind of his owji. Love hini you ■ 
could not ; for that which you could do with him', every one 
else could.’” 

“ Of Dr. Goldsmith he said, ' No man was more foolish 
,:,,W'henhe hadnota"pen in his hand, or more .wise when he 
had.”’ 

“ He told in bis lively manner the following litera:ry anec- 
dote : ‘ Green and Guthrie, an Irishnuin and a. Scotch nia.!i, 

.,■ undertook a translation of Duhalde’s history of China. Green ' 
said . of Guthrie, that die knew no .Rnglish, and,' Guthrie of 
,, Green, that he-knew no. French ; and these two undertook to 
translate Duhaide s history of China. In this tra,nslation there 
was found,—" the twenty-sixth day of the new moon.” Now, as 
the whole age of the moon is but twenty-eight days, the 11100m 
instead of being new, was nearly as old as it coiild be. The 
... blunder arose, from their mistaking the word neuv/eme, ninth" 
for muvelk or nenve, new.’ ’’ ^ 

"Talking of Dr. Blagden’s copiousness and precision of com- 
munication, Dr, Johnson said, ' Blagden. Sir, is a delightful 
fellow.’” f ^ 

Sir, not worth repeating.” The mortification of Richardson vidhie and drdD. 
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On. occasion of. Dr., Johnson^s. publishing his pam.p!i!et: of 
"llie False Alarm/.. there came out a -very .angry answer (by 
many supposed, to. be by Mr. Wilkes.)- Dr. Johnson determined 
on. not answering' it ; but. in' conversation with Mr.. Langtoe ■■ 
mentioned a particular or ^ two, which 'if he had replie.d'' , to 
it., he mig'ht. pe.rhaps^ have inserted. — In the answerers pam^, 
phlet, it had been said with solemnity, ‘ Do you consider,' Sir, .' 
,,th.at House of Coninions is to the people as ,a creature is to*, 
its Creator?’ To this question, said Dr. Johnson, I, could 
have replied, that— -in the first place — the idea of .a CREATOPi 
. must, be such as that he. has a power to unmake or annihilate .. 

, his creature.” ' 

“ Then it cannot be conceived that .a creature can' make 
laws for its Creator.”^ 

“ Depend upon it, said he, that if a man talks of his mis-.' 
fortunes, there is something in them that ' is not disagreeable 
to hiin I for where there is nothing but pure misery, , there 
never is any. recourse to the ..mention of it.” 

A man must be a poor beast, that should read no more in 
quan.tity than he could utter aloud.” 

^ 'Rasselas,’ I spelt with a r at the end, because 

it is less like English, which should always have the Saxon k 
added to the r.” 2 

Many a man is mad in certain instances, and goes 
through' life without having it perceived -for example, a 
madness has seized a person, of .supposing . himself obliged 
literally to pray continually ; had the madness- turned the ' 
opposite way, and .. the person thought it a crime ever to pray,, 
it might not improbably. have continued unobserved.*’ . . 

“He apprehended that the delineation oi characters in the 
end of the first .'Book of the ‘ Retreat- of the ten . thousand 
was the first instance of the. kind, that was known.” 

“ Supposing (said he) a wife to be of a studious or argumen- 
tative turn, it' would' be very troublesome: - for instance, — -if a' - 
woman should continually dw^ell upon the subject of the Arian 
heresy,” , -. 

“No man speaks conceriiing.’another, even suppose it be 

1 His profoOTd adoration of the Great First Cause, was s-uchfas to^set him above 
that Philosophy and \’ain deceit,” with^ which men' of ■ narrow^ conceptions have been- 
infected. I have heard him strongly mjaintain that “ what is ^nght is not so from any 
natural fttness, but because God wills^ it to be .right;” and it is certainly so, because- 
he has predisposed the relations of things So, as that which he wills must be right. 

2 I hope the authority of the great Master of our language will stop that curtailing, 
innovation, by which we see criiic, public^ ,&c. frequently writ^n . instead of 
■puMkkt Sic, . 
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in his praise, if he thinks he does not hear him, exactly as he 
would, if he thought he was within hearing/' 

“/The, applause of a single human being, is. ^qf great' eoii- 
sequence : V This .he said to me with, great earnestiie.ss of 
manner, wery near the time' of his decease, on occasion....: of 
having desired me to read a letter addressed to him from some 
person in the North of England ; which when I had done, 

■ v^and^.he asked ; me what .the contents' were, as I thought .being.: 
particular upon it - might fatigue him, it being of great 
length, .1 only told him in general that it was' highly in his 
praise ; — and then he expressed himself as above/' 

". .-.“He mentioned with an air of ..satisfaction what Baretti had ■■ 
:,toid' him ; .that, meeting, in the course of his studying English, 

- with , an , excellent paper in the Spectator, one of four ■ that 
' ' . were written by the respectable Dissenting Minister Mr.' Grove 
of Tauntonj^and observing the genius and energy of mind 
that it exhibits, it greatly quickened his curiosity to visit our 
■'■. .country; as he thought, if such were the ' lighter periodical 
essays of our authours, their productions on more weighty 
'Occasions must be wonderful indeed ! " 

'‘He observed once, at Sir Joshua Reynolds's, that a beggar 
in the street will more readily ask alms from a though 
there should be no marks of wealth in his appearance, than- 
from even a well-dressed woman ; ^ which he accounted for 
,.■ from the. great degree of carefulness as to money, that is to 
■be found in women ; saying farther upon it, that the oppor- 
tunities in general that they possess of improving their 
,:■ condition are much fewer than men have; and adding as he 
.."look-ed- round , the company, which consisted of men only, — 
there is not one of us who does not think he might be richer, 
if he would use his endeavour." 

“He thus characterised an ingenious writer of his acquaint- 
ance : * Sir, he is an enthusiast by rule/ " 

“ He may hold up that shield against all Ms enemies ;--was 
-an^ observation on Homer, in reference to his description of the 
■shield^of Achilles, made by Mrs. Fitzherbert, wife to his friend 
Mr. Fitzherbert of Derbyshire, and respected by Dr. Johnson 
as a very fine one. He had in general a very high opinion of 
that lady's understanding.” 

“ An observation of Bathurst's may be mentioned, which 
Johnson repeated, appearing to acknowledge it to be well 

Sontimcatal Journey/* Artide. 
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founded ; namely, it was somewhat remarkable how seldom, 

on occasion of. /coming: into the company, of any new person^', 
one felt any wish, or inclination to see Mm again.'* 

■This ^ year the Reverend Dr. Franklin having published a 
translation .of “ Lucian,” inscribed to. him the Demonax thus ^ 

...“To^Dr., 'Samuel Johnson,' the. Demonax ■ of the present:' 
age, this , piece is inscribed by a sincere admirer of his. respect- ■ 

able talents, ' 

“The Translator.*"' 

Though ■ upon ' a particular comparison of Demonax' and ■ 
J ohnson, there does' not ' seem to be a great deal of similarity 
between them, this Dedication is a just compliment from the 
general character given by Lucian of the ancient Sage, “ apm-rov 
mv olBa iym yeyofievov, the best philosopher whom 

I have .ever seen or known.’* , 

In 1781, Johnson at last completed his “Lives of the 
Poets,” of which lie gives this account: “Some time in 
March I finished the ‘Lives of the Poets,' which I wrote in 
my usual way, dilatorily and hastily, unwilling to work, and 
working with vigour and haste.” ^ In a memorandum previ- 
ous to this, he says of them: “Written, I hope, in such a 
manner as may tend to the promotion of piety.” ^ 

This is the work, w’’hich of all Dr. Johnson’s writings will 
perhaps be read most generally, and with most pleasure. 
Philology and biography were his favourite pursuits, and those 
who lived most in intimacy with him, heard him upon all 
occasions, when there was a proper opportunity, take delight 
in expatiating upon the various merits of the English Poets: 
upon the niceties of their characters, and the events of their 
progress through the world which they contributed to illuminate. 
His mind was so full of that kind of information, and it was 
so well arranged in his memory, that in performing what he 
had undertaken in this way, he had little more to do than to 
put his thoughts upon paper ; exhibiting first each Poet's life,, 
and then subjoining a critical examination of his genius and 
works. But when he began to write, the subject swelled in such 
a manner, that instead of prefaces to each poet, of no more 
than a few pages, as he had originally intended,^ he produced 

^ Prayers and Meditations, p. icjo. ^ Ibid. ^ p. 174. 

3 His design is thus announced in Adveriisemeni : “ The Boolciseliers having deter - 
mined to pubiished a body of English poetry, I was persuaded to promise thetu a preface 
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m ample, rich, and most entertaining view of them in every 
respect. In this he resembled Quintilian, who tells ns, that in 
the composition of Ms Institutions of Oratory, se 

tamen aperiente materia^ plus quhm impmebatur oneris' ■ sponte 
susceptP The booksellers, justly sensible of the great addi" 
tional value of the copy-right, presented him with another 
...hundred pounds, over and above two-hundred, for which his 
■ agreement was to furnish such prefaces as he thought fit 
..This was, however, but, a small recompence for such a col- 
lection of ,biogra,phy, and such ■ principles and illustrations hf 
criticism, as,, if digested and arranged in one system,' by some 
modern Aristotle or Longinus,' might form a' code upon that 
. subject, such as no other nation can shew. As he was so good 
as to make me a present of the greatest part of the original, 
and indeed only manuscript of this admirable work, I have an 
opportunity of observing with wonder the correctness with 
which he rapidly struck off such glowing composition. He 
may be assimilated to the Lady in Waller, who could impress 
with “ Love at first sight : 

“Some other nymphs with colours faint, 

And pencil slow, may Cupid paint, 

And a weak heart in time destroy ; 

She has a stamp and prints the boy. ** 

That he, however, had a good deal of trouble, and some 
on the work, we see from a series of letters 
to Mr. Nichols the printer,^ who se variety of literary enquiry 

it was th=n presentc*d to my ndnd. ' 
““ Advertiseir-ent, like th.at 

rfaracto - hvt t h-™ M-scelknies, contaiastig a fsw dates, ar.d a gensrai 

Life of Waller, Mr. Nichols will find a reference to the P.iriia- 

I [aid >w/rnote upon Duke up so safely, that I ci~>riat it 

is Epi'aphs, to be Parted. The fragment of a oreface 
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and obliging disposition, rendered him useful to Johnson. Mr. 

,b eevens appears, from the papers in .my possession, to have 
supplied,'^ him ^'w,ith some anecdotes and quotations: and I 
observe tae .fair hand of .Mrs. Thrale as one of his copxasts of 
sekct passages. ' But he was principally indebted to my steady 
friend, Mr. Isaac Reed, of Staple-inn, whose extensive and' 
accurate knowledge of English literary ■ History I do not ex- " 
,ppss With exaggeration, ' when I say' ■ it is ■ wonderful ; indeed " ' 
ms labours have'proved it to the world ; and all who have the 
..pieasure^Oi .his acquaintance can bear testimony to the frank- 
riess of his communications in private society. 

not my intention to. dwell' upon each of Johnson’s 
. Rives of the Poets,” or attempt an analysis of their merits, 
which, were I able to do it, would take up too much room in 
iiiis work ; ^yet I shall make a few observations upon some of 
tiieni, and insert a feAv various readings. 

The Life of Cowley he himself considered as the best of 
the whole, on^ account of the dissertation which it contains on 
the JMefap/i^fsical Poets, Dry den, whose critical abilities were 
^ual to his poetical, had mentioned them in his excellent 
Dedication of his^ Juvenal, but had barely mentioned them. 
Johnson has exhibited them at large, with such happy illustra- 
tion from their writings, and in so luminous a manner, that 
indeed^ he may be allowed the full merit of novelty, and to 
have discovered to us, as it were, a new planet in the poetical 
hemisphere. 

It is remarked by Johnson, in considering the works of a 
poet, ^ that “ amendments are seldom made without some token 
of a rent CJ but I do not find that this is applicable to prose.^ 
\\ 6 shall see that though his amendments in this work are for 
the better, there is nothing of the pannus assutusi texture 
is uniform : and indeed, what had been there at first, is very 
. seldom unfit to have remained. 

take his choice, or make another to his mind. May, 

somehow forgot the advertisement for the new edition. It was not enclosed. 
Of Gays Letters I see not that any use can be made, for they give no information of 
«,ny thing, ifaat he was a member of a Philosophical Society is something : but surelv 
2e could be but a corresponding member. However, not having his Life here, I know not 
30 W to put It m, and It is of little importance.” 

. See severai more in ‘ The Gentleman's Magazine,' 1785. The Editor of that Miscellany, 
m \vhica Johnson wrote for several years, seems justly to think that every fragment of so 


great a man is worthy of being preserved, 
i Life of Sheffield. 


_ S See, however, p. 324 of this volume, where the same remark is made, and Johnson 
ts there speaking of /rese. In his Life of Dryden, his observations on the Opera of 
King Artnur, furnish a striking instance of the truth of this remark.— M.J 
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Various Headings'^ in the Life of Cowley. 

[future votaries of] that may hereafter pafit for solitude. 
^ conceive and execute the [agitation or perception] pains 
am the pleasures of other minds. ^ 

“ The wide effulgence of [the blazing] a summer noon.” 

giycs ^ distinct and animated 
vet nire t affairs in that variegated period, with strong 

todknfa^ K’^^^^iv having a fair opportunity 
to displaj his political principles, does it with an unqualified 

manly confidence, and satisfies his readers how nobly he 
might have executed a Tory History of his countoL 

more fharthiee ^ recollect 

more than three uncommon or learned words; one, when 

pving an acccmnt of the approach of Waller's mortal diseas e 

he says, -‘ he found his legs grow tumid by usinc the el- 

I^ession his^ legs swelled, he would have avoided this • and 

thf^ 7^^“ ^ impropriety in its being followed by 

mean??”® Physician, “What that 

meant. Another, when he mentions that Pope had emHtk 
proposals ;^ when published or issued would have been mSe 

^ Orrery and Dr. 

y, writers both undoubtedly veracious ; w'hen tru^ 
nonest ox MhM might have been used. Yet, it musf be 
owned, tnat none of these are hard or too big words • that 

that a language IS richer and capable of more 'beauty of ex 
pression, by haying a greater variety of synoninies ^ 
;His^aisseitation upon the ' unfitness of poetry for the awful 
subjectsof our holy religion, though I do^ not entirely a^ree 
““ 

Various Readings in the Life of Waller 

■mn 

‘^ [Akei] paying a fine of ten thousand pounds. 

“ >■“ 

flattery ready for ail whom the vicissitudes of 
the world happen to exalt, must be [confessed to degrad- his 
powers] scorned as a prostituted mind' ^ ^ ” 

laliS “<i the present one is printed in 
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, . characters by which Waller intended to distinguish 

[elegance]' spigMImess and dignity. ' ^ 

, , Blossoms . to be Yalued, only as they, [fetch] fruits. 

^ Images such as the superficies of nature Yeasily] readl/y 

supplies. , ■ *' ■ . ■: 

■''[His] .Smm applications [are sometimes] may be thouM 
too^remote and uiiconsequential ' ■ . ' 

His images are, [sometimes' confused] always distinct:^- ^ 
Against his Life of Milton, the 'hounds of Whiggism .have 
opened i!i Mi cry. But of Milton’s, great excellence as a ^ 
poet,, where shall we fi,nd such a blazon as by the hand of 
Johnson ?, I .shall select only the following passage concerning ' 
“P ARABISE Lost;” . . , ■ 

, “ Fancy can hardly forbear to conjecture with what temper 
Milton surveyed the silent progress of his work, and marked 
his reputation stealing its^ way in a kind of subterraneous 
cuirent,' through fear and silence. I cannot but conceive him 
calm and confident, little disappointed, not at all dejected, 
relying on his ownj merit with steady consciousness, and wait- 
ing without impatience, the vicissitudes of opinion, and the 
impartiality of a future gene.ration.” 

Indeed even Dr. Towers, who may be considered as one of 
the warmest zealots of The Revolution Society itself, allows, that 
"Johnson has spoken in the highest terms of the abilities of 
that great poet, and has bestowed on his principal poetical 
compositions, the most honourable encomiums.” ^ 

That a man, who venerated the Church and Monarchy as 
Johnson did, should speak with a just abhorrence of Milton as 
a politician, or rather as a daring foe to good polity, was surely 
to be expected; and to those who censure him, I wouldrecom- 
mend his commentary on Milton’s celebrated complaint of his 
situation, when by the lenity of Charles the Second, "a lem'tv 


^ 1 bee ‘ An Essay on the Life, Character, and Writings of Dr. Samuel Johnson/’ 
i-ondon, 27^7; wmch is very well written, making a proper allowance for the demo- 
cratical bigotry of its authour : whom I cannot however but admire for his liberalitv in 
speaking thus of my illustrious friend : 

“ He possessed^ extraordinary powers of understanding, which were much cultivated 
by study, and still more by meditation and reflection. His memory was remarkablv 
retentive, his imagination uncommonly vigorous, and his judgement keen and pene- 
tratmg. He had a strong sense of the importance of religion; his piety was sincere 
and sometimes ardent j and his zeal for the interests of virtue was often manifested in 
his conversation and in his writings. The same energy which was displayed in his 
literary productions was exhibited also in his conversation, which was various, striking 
and instructive; and perhaps no man ever equalled him for nervous and oointed 


repartees. ^ J ‘ - 

“His Dictionary, his moral Essays, and bis productions in polite literature, will 
convey useful instruction, and elegant entertainment, as long as the language in which 
they are written shall be understood.” 
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of which (as Johnson well observes) the world has had perhaps 
no other example, he, who had written in justification of the 
murder of his Sovereign, was safe under an Act of Oblivion 

No sooner is he safe than he finds himself in danger, /h/Ze-w 
on evil days and evil tongues, with darkness and with dangers 
compassed round. This darkness, had his eyes been better 
employed, had undoubtedly deserved compassion ; but to add 
the mention of danger, was ungrateful and unjust. He was 
taUen, indeed, on evil days-, the time was come in which rem- 
cides could no longer boast their wickedness. But of rci, 
tongues for Milton to complain, required impudence at least 
equal to his other powers; Milton, whose warmest advocates 

I have, indeed, often wondered how Milton, “an acrimo- 
nious and surly Republican,” ^ — “a man who in his domestick 
relations was so severe and arbitrar}-,”2 and whose head was 
chA i/^^^ the hardest and most dismal tenets of Calvinism, 
should have been such a poet ; should not only have written 
with sublimity, but with beauty, and even gaiety ; should have 
pquisitely painted the sweetest sensations of which our nature 
IS capable ; imaged the delicate raptures of connubial love • 
nay, seemed to be animated with all the spirit of revelry. It is 
a proof that m the human mind the departments of judgemen*- 

temper, nuay sometimes be 
divided by strong partitions; and that the light and shade 

Weided's”^ character may be kept so distinct as never to be 

In the Life of Milton, Johnson took occasion to maintain his 
own and the general opinion of the excellence of rhyme over 
blank verse, m English poetry ; and quotes this apoosite illus- 
uation of It by “an ingenious critick,” that itsjms to be vem^ 

S V gentleman whom he thus characterises, is 
(as he told Mr Seward) Mr. Lock, of xNorbury Park, in Surr-v' 
wh^e knoidedge and taste in the fine arts is universalk cele- 
brated ; with whose elegance of manners the writer of t'o- 
present work has felt himself much impressed, and to whom 
* Johnsons Life of Milton. 2/3,-./ 

Milton-s “Paradise Lost;*’ SThavTnJSked 

An’t please your Lordship, this is a ^rv odd sor* of an 'inrh^ 
but cannot get at it.” ^ verj oaa sor. ot an authour : ae would fain thyme, 
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.•irtues a commoa friend, who has known him long, and is not 
much addicted to flattery, gives the highest testimony. 


Various Readings in the Life ofmxLTOTS. 

“ I cannot find any meaning but this which [his most bigoted 

aavocatesj even kindness and reverence can ^ive. 

“ [Perhaps no] scarcely any man ever wrote so much, and 
praised so tew, ’ 

“ A certain [rescue] preservative from oblivion 
“ Let me not be censured for this digression, as [contracted] 

pedantic k or paradoxical' . ■ 

“Socrates rather was of opinion, that what we had to learn 
was now^to [ootain and communicate happiness] do good and 


was now to [oo' 
avmi evil 
“ its eleo*ance 


Its elegance [who can exhibit ?] /css attainaMe /^ ' . 

I couidj with picasiirej expatiate upon the masterly execution 

of the Life of Drvden, which we have seeni was one of 
Johnson s Lterary projects at an early period, and which it is 
teinaricable, that after desisting from it, from a supposed scanti- 
ness of materials, be should, at an advanced age, have exhibited 
so amply. 

His defence of that great poet against the illiberal attacks 
upon him, as if his embracing the Roman Catholick Communion 
had been a time-serving measure, is a piece of reasoning at once 
able and candid. Indeed, Dryden himself, in his “ Hind and 
Panther” hath given such a picture of his mind, that they who 
know the anxiety for repose as to the awful subject of our state 
beyond the grave, though they may think his opinion ill-founded, 
must' think charitably of his sentiment : 

.But, gracious God, how well dost thou provide 
; For erring judgements an unerring .guide ! ^ 

Thy throne is darkness in the abyss of light, 

■ „A blaze of glory that forbids the sight. 

O ! teach me to believe thee thus conceard, 

And search no farther than thyself reveal’d ; 

But Her alone for my director take, 

Whom thou bast promis’d never to forsake.' ■ ' ' 

My thoughtless youth was wing’d with vain desires ; 

My manhood long misled by wand’ring fires, 

Follow'd false lights ; and when their glimpse was gone, 

My pride struck out new sparkles of her own. 

Such was I, such by nature still I am ; 

Be thine the gloiy, and be mine the shame. 

Good life be now my task : my doubts are done ; 

more could shock my faith than Three in One ? 

I See vol ii. page, 50, ■ 
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In drawing Dryden’s character, Johnson has given, though 1 

suppose unintentionallyj some touches of his own. Thus : 

The power that predominated in his intellectual operations 
was rather strong reason than quick sensibility. Upon all 
occasions that were presented, he studied rather than felt ; and 
produced sentiments not such as Nature enforces, but medita- 
tion supplies. With the simple and elemental passions as the? 
^.gnng separate in. ^the mind, he seems .not much acquainted. 

, .He^.is, therefore, with alibis variety' of excellence, .■ not.' often' 
pathetick ; ^ and had so little sensibility of the power of effusions 
purely natural, that he did not esteem them in otheiS.''-»~-It may 
indeed be observed, that in all. the numerous', writings of 
Johnson, whether in^ prose or verse, and even in his Tragedy 
m which the subject is the distress of an unfortunate Princess! 
there is not a single passage that ever drew a tear. 

Various Readings in the Life of Dryden. 

general perusal, Addison has attempted 
: ' to [find m] derive from the delight which the mind feels in the " 
mvestigatioD of secrets. 

, His , best actions s-re but [convenient] ^y^ivickedness. 

^ “ Tlben once he had engaged himself in disputation, [matter] 

thoughts fiovf ed in on either side. 

The abyss of an un-ideal [emptiness] vacancy. 

“These, like [many other harlots,] ike /mrloU 0/ oiker met?. 
had his love tnough not his approbation. 

“He [sometimes displays] descends to display his knowledc-‘=' 
With pedantick ostentation. 

‘'French words which [were then used in] had then crept into 
conversation.” 

The Life of Pope was WTitten by Johnson con amo7-e, both 
frotn the early possession which that writer had taken of his 
mind, mid from the pleasure which he must have felt in for 
ever silencing all attempts to lessen his poetical fame by 
demonstrating his excellence, and pronouncing the following 
tnumpimteulogium : “After all this, it is surely superfluous fo 
answer the question that has once been asked. Whether Pope 
was a poet? otherwise than by asking in return, if Pope be not 
f poet, where is poetry to be found? To circumscribe poetry 
by a definition, will only shew the narrowness of the definer ■ 
though a definition which shall exclude Pope will not easily be 

pathetick pMsage, in Johnson’s works, both prose 
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oiade. _ Let us look round upon the present time, and back 
upon the past ; let us enquire to whom the voice of mankind 
has decreed the wreath of poetry j let their productions be 

. their claims stated^ and the pretensions of Pope 

will he no more disputed,”^ ■ ■ ' ■ 

I remember once to have heard Johnson say, “ Sir, A thousand 
years may elapse before there shall appear another man with a 
power of versification equal to that of Pope.” That power must 
undoubtedly be allowed its due share in enhancing the value of 
his captivating composition. 

Johnson, who had done liberal justice to Warburton in his 
edition of _Shakspeare,_ which was published during the life of 
that powertiil writer, with still greater liberality took an oppor- 
tunity, in the Life of Pope, of paying the tribute due to him 
when he was no longer in “high place,” but numbered with the 
dead.^ 

It seems strange, that two such men as Johnson and 

touftis Warburton, a very honourable notice Is taken by the 
S ff.'S, Iracts by Warburton, and a Warburtotiian, not admitted into the Collection 

=*'^»ct«r,he saj®, “In two immortal works, Johnson Es 

.itood forbh m ..he foremost rank of his admirers. By the testimony of such a mm 
tmpertmence must be abashed, and malignity itself must\e softened. 5 f literary meSt! 

^ sagacious but a most severe judge. Such was bis discern- 
springs of human actions : and such was his 
sritegnty, that he always^ weighed the moral , characters of his fellow-creatures in the 

courageous to propitiate a rival, and too proud 
.0 tnicivre to a sapenour, Warburton he knew, as I know him, and as every man of 
wish to be kno'TOj—I mean both from his owm writings, and from 
me v/1 Jtings ot tnose who dissented from his principles, or who envied his reputation, 
lout, as to iavours, ne had never received or .^ked any from the Bishop of Gloucester ; 
diid, 3 i my memory fens me not, he had seen him only once, when they met almost withiout 
conversed without much eftort, and parted without any lasting impression of hatred 
or a.fec..ion, \ et, with all the ardour of sympathetic genius, Johnson has done that spon- 
.uneousiy and abij’, which, by some writers, had been before attempted injudiciously, and 
wmcn, oy otners, from waom more successful attempts might have been exoected, has not 
oeen done at ad. He spoke well of Warburton, without insulting those whom 
u;anAirton despised. He sup0res.sed;not the imperfections of this extraordinary man, 
wnile he enaeavoured to do justice to his numerous and .transcendental excellencies. He 
ceiencied^aim when living, amidst the clamours of bis enemies; and praised him when 
dead, aniKlst the . 

Haying availed myself of this editor*s eulogy on my departed friend, for which I 

Wanviiv thank him. let m#* nnt cufTiar th» litsfva, rtf 'klo T 


uas Deen accused or mvidiousl3’' dragging; again into light certain writings of a person 
respectable oy ais talents, his learning, his station, and his age, which were published a 
great many \;ears ago, and have since, it is said, been silently given up by their authour. 
tfut when it is considered that these writings were not sins ofyonth^ but deliberate works 
ot one weil-adimnced m life, overflowdug at once with flattery to a great man of great 
interest m the Church, and with unjust and acrimonious abuse of two men of eminent 
merit ; and that, though it would have been unreasonable to expect an humiliating 
recantation, no apologj' whatever has been made in the cool of the evening, for the 
oppressive fervour of the heat of the Ay ; no slight relenting indication has appeared in 
any note, or any corner of later publications ; is it not fair to understand him as 
supercihoussiy persevering? When he allows the shafts to remain in tlie wounds, and will 
not stretch forth a lenient band, is it wrong, is it not generous to become an iadismant 
avenger? ■ 
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Warburton, who lived in the same age and country shn-iM 

Thf ® ° bnnging eminent characters together 

The interview_ proved to be mutually agreeable. 

adLivf J Warburton said of Johnson »I 

admiie him, but I cannot bear bis style and t-Kcsf * 
bemo- told of thk , and that Johnson 

LUio or rnis, said, That is exactly my case as tn him - 

tlm_ north and the south, and from every quarter 
Divine Legation,’ you are always entertamed ^ 

you round and round, without carryinc^ you forwwd 

point ; but tl^n you have no wish to be^carried fonWrd Hp 
said to the Reverend Mr. Strahan ^ 

the last man who has written with a mind fu T 
reflection.” ® °f reading and 

„oto 

he himself used, and that not leldom^^L H f 

lho« .'ho did not know him. H& Ocasio^;,”!”'; 

?ho“£oSi .5i.tr;; .?¥?o 

.tai'Sitn tioro5t4¥V''“ 

Job.™ had aSiS 'hLo,?“l 

express a mistake or an errour in ^ t 

» telatet, hit „p„aa1i„ was, -S SSl'eStS 

Speaking of Pope’s not havino- been knn^k, , • 

conversation. Johnson observes, that ” 
retains no sallies of raillery, or sentences 




admirable than CYen \his ' however ' excellent. ■ Mr» 

Wilkes .has,' howeverj favoured me with one repartee of Pope,, 
of which', Johnson was not informed. . Johnson, after justly 
censuring him , for having “ nursed in his mind a foolish 
dis-esteem of Kings, tells us, yet a little regard shewn him: 
bytiie Prince of Wales" melted his obduracy; and he had not' 
much to say when he was asked by his Royal Highness, kom 
ke a Prince^ while he disliked Kingsl^^ The answer 

.which Pope made, was, “ The young lion is harmless, and even 
playful ; 'but when his claws are' full-grown, he becomes cruel, 
dreadful, and mischievous/* 

But although we have no collection of Pope’s sayings, it is 
not therefore to be concluded, that he was not agreeable in 
social intercourse ; for Johnson has been heard to say, that 

the happiest conversation is that of which nothing is distinctly 
remembered, but a general effect of pleasing impression.” The 
late Lord Somerville,^ who saw much both of great and 
brilliant life, told me, that he had dined in company with 
Pope, and that after dinner the little man^ as he called him,, 
drank his bottle of Burgundy, and was exceedingly gay and 
entertaining. 

I cannot withhold from my great friend a censure of at least 
culpable inattention, to a nobleman, who, it has been shewn, 
behaved to him with uncommon politeness. He says, ‘‘ Except 
Lord Bathurst, none of Pope’s noble friends were such as that 
a good man would wish to have his intimacy with them known 
to posterity/’ This will not apply to Lord Mansfield, who was 
not ennobled in Pope’s life-time ; but Johnson should have 
recollected, that Lord Marchmont was one of those noble 
friends. He includes his Lordship along with Lord Boling- 
broke, in a charge of neglect of the papers which Pope left by 
his will ; when, in truth, as I myself pointed out to him, 
before he wrote that poet’s life, the papers were “ committed to 
the sole care and judgement oi unless he 

(Lord Bolingbroke) shall not survive me;” so that Lord 
Marchmont had no concern whatever with them. After the 

^ [James Lord Somerville, who died in 1766. — M.] . 

Let me here express my grateful remembrance of Lord Somerville’s kindness to me, at 
a very early period. He was the first person of high rank, that took particular notice of 
me in the way most flattering to a young man fondly ambitious of being distinguished for 
his literary talents ; and by the honour of his encouragement made me think well of 
myself, and aspire to deserve it better. He had a happy art of communicating his varied 
knowledge of the world, in short remarks and anecdotes> with a quiet pleasant gravity 
that W.1S ^exceedingly engaging. Never shall I forget the hours which I enjoyed with 
him at his apartments in the Royal Palace of Holy-Rood House, and at his seat near 
Edinburgh, .^ which he himself had formed with an elegant taste.' 
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first edition of the Lives, Mr. Malone, whose love of justice is 
equal to his accuracy, made, in my hearing, the same remark 
,to Johnson; yet- he ■ omitted to correct the- '-erroneous estate-' 
ment.i These particulars I mention, in the belief that there 
was only forgetfulness in my friend ; but I owe this much to 
. .. /the Earl of Marchmont’s- reputation, who, were there no other 
memorials, will be immortalized by that line of Pope, in the 
■" verses. on his Grotto- : ' 

And the bright fiame was, shot through Marchmonfs soul”" 

Various Readings in the Life «:?/Pope. 

[Somewhat free] sufficiently bold in his criticism. 

All the gay [niceties] varieties of diction. 

, /‘ Strikes the imagination with far [more] greater force. 

, ‘‘It is [probably] certainly the noblest version of poetry 
■ which the world has ever seen. 

, “ Every sheet enabled him to write the next with [less 
trouble] more facility. 

... . ®‘ No .man sympathizes mth [vanity depressed] the sorrows of 
vanity. ■ ■ - - - ’ 

“ It had been [criminal] less easily excused. 

When he [threatened to lay oown I talked of laying down 
his pen. * 

‘‘ Soci.ety [is so named emphatically in opposition to] 
f ohiically regulated^ is a state co?itra~disimguisked from a state 
of nature. 

A .fictitious life of an [absurd] scholar, 

“A^ foolish [contempt, disregard,] disesteem of Kings. ■ 

His • hopcs and fears, his joys and sorrows . [were like those ■ ' 
of other mortals] acted strongly upon his tnind, 

“ Eager to pursue knowledge and attentive to [accumulate] 
''retmn:it, - 

mind [excursive] active^ ambitious, and adventurous. 

“In its [noblest] widest searches still longing to go 
forward. ■ ■'** ' 

^ He .wrote in, such a manner as might expose . him-- to few 

[neglects] hazards, 

“ The [reasonableness] yW/Zrtf of my determination. 

“ A [favourite] delicious employment of the poets. 

toxvards Lord 

Marcamont, but from, mattentron : just as be neglected to correct bk 
^ncermng the family of Thomson, the poet, after it had been shewn co be erroneous.— 
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More terriiick and more powerful [beings] phantoms 
perform on the stormy ocean. 

[*ose] this petty [beings] nation. 

, , 1 he naturally loves truth/' 

_ In the Life of Addison we find an unpleasing account of 
ms having lent Steele a hundred pounds, and “reclaimed his 
loan by an execution.” In the new edition of the Biograpkia 

Bntannua^ m^ .authenticity of this anecdote .is denied. ' But- 

Mr. Malone has obliged me with the following note concerning 

Many persons having doubts concerning this fact, I 
applied to Dr. Johnson, to learn on what authority he asserted 
I ^ Savage, who lived in intimacy 

with Steele, and who mentioned, that Steele told him the story 
with tears m his eyes.— Ben Victor, Dr. Johnson said, likewise 
of remarkable transaction, from the relation 
ot Mr. Wilkes the comedian, who was also an intimate of 
Steele s. some in defence of Addison, have said, that ‘ the 
act was done with the good-natured view of rousing Steele, and 
correcting that profusion which always made him necessitous.' 

If that were the case, (said Johnson,) and that he only 
wanted to alarm Steele, he would afterwards have returned the 
money to his friend, which it is not pretended he did.’— ‘This, 
too, \,he added,) might be retorted by an advocate for Steele, 
who might allege, that he did not repay the loan intentionally^ 
merely to see whether Addison would be mean and un- 
generous enough to make use of legal process to recover 
it. But of such speculations there is no end j we cannot 
dive into the hearts of men ; but their actions are open to 
observation.’ 

“I then mentioned to him that some people thought that 
Mr. Addison’s character was so pure, that the fact, though true, 
ought to have been suppressed. He saw no reason for this. 

‘ If nothing but the bright side of characters should be shewn, 
we should sit down in despondency, and think it utterly impos- 
sible to imitate them in any thing. The sacred writers (he 
observed)_related the vicious as well as the virthous actions of 
men ; which had this moral effect, that it kept mankind from 
despair, into which otherwise they would naturally fall, were 
they not supported by the recollection that others had offended 

1 [The late Mr. Burke mformed me, in 1792, that Lady Dorothea Primrose, v ho died 
at a great age, I think m 2768, and bad been well acquainted with Steele told him the 
same story.'—M*! 






= ‘, «»• 


, 41 


352 The Life of Dr. Johnson 

like themselves, and by penitence and amendment of life had 
been restored to the favour of Heaven/ ^ 

March 15, 1782.’’ E. ]\I/^ 

The last paragraph of. this note is of great importance ; and 
. I, request ■ that' my readers may consider it with particular 
...attention. ■ It will be afterwards referred to in this work. 

Farm 4 s Readings in the Life Addison, 

/*[But he was our first example] He was ^ however^ one qf our 
earliest examples of correctness. 

And Joverlook] despise their masters. 

‘Hiis instructions were such as the [state] character of his 
-.[own time] readers m'ade [necessary] proper, 

; purpose was to - [diffuse] infuse literary curiosity by 
gentle and unsuspected conveyance [among] ^2/^? the the 
idle, and the wealthy. ^ , 

h ranied rather for those that [wish] are learning to write 
Domestick [manners] scenesP ^ 

^ In his Life of Parnell, I wonder that Johnson omitted to 
insert an Epitaph which he had long before composed for that 
amiable, man, without ever writing it down, but which he was 
so good as, at my request, to dictate to me, by which means it 
■ has been preserved. 

** Ulc re^mesdt Thomas Parnell, .S'. TtP. 

“ Qm sacerdos pariter et poeta^ 

Utrasque partes it a implevit^ 

Ut neque sacerdoti suavitas poetiE. 

Nec poetes sacerdotis sanctitas^ deessef, 

Various Readings in the Life of ^Ksxi-EL.\.. 

■“About three years [after] afterwards. 

“[Did not much want] was" in no great need of 

But his prosperity did not last long clouded with 
which took away all his powers of enjoying either profit or 

s6^th Number of hi»' Rambler : 01 tee 

care b7 mlsSd^by^ambi^ols eSSpIes^ f 

justly condemned as an enemy to gooduess7;Srsu4rs^^^^^^ 

PP shelter the faults which even the wisest 
mitted from that ignominy which guilt ought ahvavs • I 

should be more deeply stigmatized, when dipTiinf^r! ^ which it 

worth; since we shall be in dang« of bSdIro It’ uncommon 

terpitade be laid open, and the e« seemed from rtl Z 

splendour. ^ secured trom the deception of surrounding 
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pleasure, the death of his wife, whom he is said to have 
,, lamented With such sorrow, as hastened his end. HiS' end, 
whatever was the cause, was now approaching. ' 

^ ^Mp the Hermit, the [composition] narrative, as it is ' less ■ 
airyy is less pleasing.®’ 

In the Life of Blackmore, ■ we find that writer’s reputation 
...gmerously cleared by Johnson from the cloud, of prejudice" 
which the malignity of contemporary wits had raised around it 
In thiS; spirited exertion of justice, he has been imitated by. Sir 
Joshua Reynolds, in his praise of the architecture of Vanburgh. 

^ We trace Johnson’s own character in his observations' on - 
Biackmore’s magnanimity as an authour.”— The incessant 
apacks of his enemies, whether serious or merry, are never 
discovered to have disturbed his quiet, or to have lessened his 
confidence in himself.” Johnson, I recollect, once told me, 
laughing heartily, that he understood it had been said of him, 

He appeal's not to feel j but when he is alone^ depend upon 
it, he suffers sadly P I am as certain as I can be of any man’s 
real sentiments, that he enjoyed the perpetual shower of little 
nostile arrows, as evidences of his fame. 

V yrious Readings in the Life of Blacicmore. 

“ To [set] engage poetry [on the side] in the cause of virtue. 

'' He likewise [established] enforced the truth of Revelation. . 

[Kindness] benevolence was ashamed to favour. 

His practice, which was once [very extensive] invidiously 

great ^ 

'' There is scarcely any distemper of dreadful name [of] which 
he has not [shewn] taught his reader how [it is to be opposed] 

tO' oppose. 

Of this [contemptuous] indecent arrogance. 

“ [He wrote] but produced likewise a work of a different kind. 

“ At least [written] compiled mth integrity. 

''Faults which many tongues [were desirous] would have 
made haste to publish. 

“ But though he [had not] could not boast of much critical 
knowledge. * 

“ He [used] waited for no felicities of fancy. 

" Or had ever elated his [mind] views to that ideal perfection 

i I sho\i>Id have thought that Johnson, who had felt the severe aflliction from which 
Parnell never recovered, would have preserved this passage. 

[He omitted it, doubtless, because he afterwards learned that, however he might 
have lamented his wife, his end was hastened by other means. — MU 


M 
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which every [mind] genius bom to excel is condemned always 

to pursue and never overtake. 

^ *^The [first fundamental principle of wisdom and of 
virtue.” 

l^^^ious -Readings in the Life of'^^VLi'2S^ 

“ His dreadful [rival] antagonist Pope. 

They [have not often much] are not haded with thought, 

In his translation from Pindar, he [will not be denied to 
found the art of reaching all the obscurity of the 

Theban bard.” ■ “ 

Various Readings in the Life of (Zoi^ocmN-^, ' 

■ Congreve’s .conversation must surely have at least ' 
equally pleasing with his writings. 

It apparently [requires] presupposes a familiar knowledge 
of many characters. 

'' Reciprocation of [similes] conceits, 

“The dialogue is quick and [various] 

^ “ Love for Love ; a comedy (more drawn from life] of nearer 
mhance to life, 

general character of his miscellanies is, that they sliew 

httle mt and|no] little virtue. 

^ certamly he had not the fire requisite for the 

higher species of iyrick poetry.” 

Various Headings tn the Life ^t/'Tickell. 

“ [Longed] long wished to peruse it. 

, At the [accession] of King Geor,o-e.' 

, “Fiction {unnaturaOy]- unsMlfodiy compounded of Grecian ■ ' 

deities and Gothick fairies.” 

Various Readings in the Life of 

“ F or [another] a diffei^ent purpose. 

II A furious] an unnecessary and outrageous zeal 
II [Something which] what he called and thought liberty 
A [favourer of innovation] lover of contradiction. 

“ Warburtcfe’s [censure] objections. 

“ His rage [for liberty] of patriotism. 

Mr. Dyson with [a zeal] an ardour of friendship,” 

In the Life of Lyttelton, Johnson seems to have been not 
favourably disposed towards that nobleman. Mrs Tbrale 
suggests that he was offended by Molly Aston’s preference of 




liis i^ordship, to. .. I can by no means Join in the censure 
bestowed by Johnson, on his Lordship, whom' he ’ calls “ poor 
Lytteiton,”i'or„ returning thanks 'to the -Critical Reviewers, ‘for 
baving ‘Cdiidiy, conimeiided diis' Dead:'^ 
Siica,/' acknowledgements (saj^s my friend)' never can be proper, 
since they must be paid either^ for' dattery or for justice^' In 
my opinion, the inost ■ .upright man, who has been ■ tried ■ on a 
false accusation, may, when he is acquitted, make a bow to his 

st". being' a candidate for female favour ; 

I’h'l told by a lady, that' in her opinion Joaason 

v.ys a vei-y Disadvantages of person and manner maybe forgotten, 

ccmniunicated^to a ■ susceptible niind ; and ' that Johnson 
■vas a;.pao!';; or leeiing tne most deHcate and disinterested attachment, appears trom the 
letter, ■vn.icu ;s puollshed by Mrs. Thrale, with some others to the same 
person, r;u waicb. tne eaceUence is not so apparent : 

“To Miss Boothbv. 

:e ' ' ■ T^'AUHl'y*' XT5S* 

“ HKAn'EST M,A'DAM, ■, . , J J-J 

I ani afraid your illness leaves you little leisure for the reception of 
pay you my congratulations on the new year ; 
ears to come may be many and happy. In this 
lave none but you on whom my heart reposes; 


airy civilities, yet 
ar.f: trj declare m 
wish, indeed, T i; 
yet surely '£ wish •; 
to communicate nl 


r' 
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jury. And when those, who are so much the arbiters of literary 
merit, as in a considerable degree to influence the publick 
.opinion, review . an authour^s works,. iumine^ when I, am 
.afraid mankind in general are .better pleased with severity, he 
,may, surely express a grateful sense of their civility. 

Various Readings in the Life of Lyttelton. 

** He solaced [himself] his grief by writing a long poem to 
.her memory. . 

The ^ production rather [of a mind that means we.il than ; 
thinks %dgorously] as it seems of leisure than of ' study\ rather, 
effusions than comfositions, 

** His last literary [work] froduaion, 

[Found the way] undertook to persuade.'’ 


As the introduction to his critical examination of the genius 
and writings of Young, he did Mr. Herbert Croft, ■ then a 
Barrister . of Lincoln's Inn, now a clergyman, the honour to 
adopt a Life of Young written by that gentleman, who was the 
friend of Dr. Young's, son, and wished to vindicate him from 
some ;very erroneous . remarks to his prejudice. Mr. Croft's 
■ performance was subjected to the revision of Dr. Johnson, as 
appears from the following note to Mr. John Nichols : 
xxr-L. Young was written by a friend of his son. 

What IS crossed with black is expunged by the authour, what 
.IS., crossed with red is expunged by me. If you find anv thimr 
more that can be well omitted, I shall not be sorry to see I 
yet shorter.” 


It has always appeared to me to have a considerable share 
of merit, and to display a pretty successful imitation of John* 
sons style. When I mentioned this to a very eminent literary 
character,® he opposed me vehemently, exclaiming, ‘^No no 
itps not a good imitation of Johnson; it has all his pomp 
Without his force; it has all the nodosities of the oak without 
Its strength.” This was an image so happy, that one might 
have thought he would have been satisfied with it : but he was 
not, ^ setting his mind again to work, he added with 
exquisite felicity, “ It has all the contortions of the Sybil 
without the inspiration.” ' 

Mn Croft very properly guards us against supposing that 
Young was a gloomy man ; .and mentions, that parish 
was indebted to the good-humour of the authour of the ^ Might 

I GatWs Magwbe, Vol. Iv, p. xo. » [The late U. 


I 
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[T r and a Bowling Green.” A letter 

« noble foreigner is quoted in which he is said to have 

oeen very pleasant ih' conversation.’* 

informs me, that 

lu -“f °S *^®"®''oJence in his manner, but that he 
could obtain from him less information than he had hoped to 

tSTricrhS”c°“® in intercourse with 
the bii^^htest men of what has been called the Augustan Age 

of Engipd; and that he shewed a degree of eager curiosity 
concerning the common occurrences that were then passing, 
which appeared somewhat remarkable in a man of such 
of such an advanced age, and who had 
^SctatiJnT disappointment m his 

An instance at once of his pensive turn of mind, and his 
® of temper, appeared in a little story which he him- 
self told to Mr. Langton, when they were walking in his 
garden : Here (said he) I had put a handsome sun-dial, with 
this inscription, Eheu fttgaces ! which (speaking with a smile) 
was sadly yenhed, for by the next morning my dial had been 
carneci on, ^ 

It gives me much pleasure to observe, that however Johnson 
may have casually talked, yet when he sits, as * ' an ardent 
judge zealous to his trust, giving sentence ** upon the excellent 
works ot Young, he allows them the high praise to which they 
are justly entitled. “The l/niversai Passion (says he) is 
indeed a very great performance, — his distichs have the weight 
of solid sentiment, and his points the sharpness of resistless 
truth.** .. , . . 

But I was most anxious concerning Johnson*s decision upon 
N IGHT Thoughts/* which I esteem as a mass of the grandest 
and richest poetry that human genius has ever produced : and 
W’^as delighted to find this character of that work: “In his 
‘Night Ihoughts,* he has exhibited a very wide display of 
original poetry, variegated with deep reflection and striking 
allusions : a wilderness of thought, in which the fertility o1‘ 
fancy scatters flow^ers of every hue and of every odour. This 
is one of the few poems in which blank verse could not be 
changed for rhime, but with disadvantage.** And afterwards, 

vLIr ^ ajacartney, that he passed an evening with Dr. 

lonng dt Lord Melcombe s (then Mr. Doddmgton) at Hammersmith, lac Doctor 
garden, Mr. Doddington observed to him, on his return, 
a violent storm of 

ram w,nd. No, Sir, (replied the Doctor it is a very fine night. Thk Lori> U 
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“Particular, lines; are , not to be^' regarded, j the power -is in the 
........whole,; .and dn .the -whole There is a magnificence like that 

.ascribed to Chinese plantation* the magnificence of vast extent 
- and.^ endless, diversity.” 

■ ■ :Biit there is in, this .Poem not .only alt that Joh.iiso.ia so well 
brings,, in, view, but ,a po.wer of the beyond almost 

.. ; any ■ exam.ple that I have seen,. He, who does not feel his 
, ,iier:Tes shaken, and his heart pierced by, Tnany passages in this 
.extraordinary work, ■ particolarlj, 'by that, , most affecting one, 

■ which . describes the gradual torment . suffered by the contem™, 

. plation.'Of an,, object of affectionate attachment .visibly and 
certainly decaying into dissolution, must ba of a, hard, an.d ■ 
obstinate frame. 

To all the other excellencies of “Night Thoughts ”'let me 
add the great and peculiar one, that they contain not only the 
noblest sentiments of virtue, and contemplations on immortality, 
but the Christian Sacrifice, the Divine Fropitiatwn, with ail its 
interesting circumstances,.^ and consolations to a • wounded 
spirit,” solemnly and poetically displayed in such imagery and 
language, as cannot fail to exalt, animate, and soothe the truly 
pious. .No book whatever can be recommended to young 
persons, with better hopes of seasoning their minds .with w/ri/ 
than “Young’s Night Thoughts.” 

In^the Life of Swift, it appears to me that Johnson had, a 
certain degree of prejudice against that extraordinary man, of 
which I hpe elsewhere had occas.ion to speak. 'Mr: Thomas 
Sheridan imputed , it to a -supposed apprehension .in Johnson, 
..that, Swift had not been sufficiently active in obtaining" for liim 
, an , Irish degree when it was solicited,^ but of this there was ' 
,r .not sufficient evidence; and- let me , not presume' to charge 
Johnson with injustice, because he did not think so highly of 
the writings of this authour, as I have done from my 'vouth^ 
...upwards. Yet that' he - had an unfavourable bias is evident, 
werept only from that passage in which he speaks of Swift’s 
practice of saving, as, first ridiculous and at last, detestable; " 
and yet after some examination of circumstances, finds himself 
obliged to own, that “it will perhaps appear that he only liked 
one mode of expence better than another, and saved merely 
that he might have something to give.” 

One observation which Johnson makes in Swift’s life, should 
be often inculcated : “It may be justly supposed, that there 
was m his conversation what appears so frequently in his 

1 See vol. t. page 74. 
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of affectation of familiarity mtb tile great, an ambition 

ThnS enjoyed by the neglect of 

those ceremonies which custom has established as the barriers 

Jt^f T and another. This transpession 

of regularity was by himself and his Admirers termed gLtness 
of soul , but a peat mind disdains to hold any thing by 
therefore never usurps what a lawful claimant 
may take away. He that encroaches on another’s dignity, puts 
power j he is either repelled with helpless 
,, mait^mtyj or .endured by; clemency and condescension.” 

FarmiS' J^eadin^s iu the Life of Swift. 

^ “ Gharity may be persuaded to think that it might be written 

bj a man of a peculiar [opinions] character, without ill 

mteiitioii. . ■' ' 

He did not [disown] deny it. ■ ' 

kindness it is not unlikely that he was 

[indebted tor] advanced to his benefices. 

« [With] for this purpose he had recourse to Mr. Harley,^ ' ' 
bharpe, whom he [represents] describes as the harmless 
tool of others' hate.^ 

II because he .was [irresolute] douhtfiiL 

reade^^'^ not many] we were not yet a naticm oj 

[Every man who] he that could say he knew him. ' ' ■ 

r-fk of known influence has so hiany [more] petitions 

[manj he, [can] cannot giBxxl, that lie-; must necessarily 

oitend more than he [can gratify] gratifies, ' 

''Ecclesiastical [preferments] ] 

. , ** S wilt [procured] an interview. ' ’ 

[As a writer] In his " works he has given very different 

specimens. ■ . 

On ali common occasions he habitually [assumes] affects a 
style of .[superiority] • ' 

By the [omission] neglect of those ceremonies. 

That their merits filled the world [and] or that there w^as 
no [room for] hop f^more.” ’ / 

I have not confined myself to the' order of, the- " Lives,”, in 
niaking my few rempks. Indeed a different order is observed 
in the original publication, and in the collection of Johnson's 
Works. And sliouM it be objected, ‘.that 'inariy of my various 
readings are inconsiderable, those who: 'make an 'objection will 
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be pleased to consider, that such small particulars. are intended 
for those who are nicely critical in composition, to whom they 
will be an acceptable selection. 

Spencers Anecdotes/^ which are .frequeiitiy,, quoted . and 
referred to in Johnson^s “ Lives of the Poets/- are. in a' manu- 
script collection, made by the Reverend Mn Josepli, Spence/^ 
containing a number of particulars concerning eminent men. 
To each anecdote is marked the name ■ of the , person.. .,011 
w'hose authority it is mentioned.' .This valuable collection;' ^ 
the property of the Duke of Newcastle, w-ho'upon the,..applica-.,; 
tion of Sir Lucas Pepys, was pleased to permit it to be .put into 
the hands, of Dr. Johnson, who I am so,rry to think made but. 
an awkward return. Great assistance (says he) has been 
given me by Mr. Spence's Collection, of ivhich I consider the 
communication as a favour worthy of publick acknowledge- 
ment/' but he has not owned to whom he was obliged ; so 
that the acknowledgement is unappropriated to his Grace. 

While the world in general %vas hlled vdth admiration cf 
Johnson's Lives of the Poets/' there were narrow circles in 
which prejudice and resentment were festered, and from wliicii 
attacks of different sorts issued against him.- By some violent 
Whigs he was arraigned of injustice to Milton ; by some 
Cambridge men of depreciating Gray ; and his expressing with 
a dignified freedom what he really thought of George, Lord 
Lyttelton, gave offence to some of the friends of that nobleman, 
and particularly produced a declaration of war against him 
from Mrs. Montagu, the ingenious Essayist on Shakspeare, 
between w^bom and his Lordship a commerce of reciprocal 
compliments had long been carried on. In this %var the 
smallest powers in alliance with him were of course led to 
engage, at least on the defensive, and thus I for one, was 
excluded from the enjoyment of “ A Feast of Reason/' such as 
Mr. Cumberland has described, with a keen, yet just and delicate 
pen, in his Observer.” These minute inconveniences gave 
not the least disturbance to Johnson. He nobly said, when I 
talked to him of the feeble, though shrill outcry which had been 
raised, Sir, I considered myself as entrusted with a certain 

^ [The Rev, Joseph Spence A.M. Rector of Great Harwood in Buckinghamshire, and 
Prebendary of Durham, died at Byfleet in Surrey, August 20, x'; 63 . He was a feliow of 
New College in Oxford, and held the ofSce of Professor of Poetry in that University from 
1728 to 1738.— M.] 

2 From this disreputable class, I except an ingenious, though not satisfactory defence 
of Hammond, which I did not see till lately, by the favour of its authour, my amiable 
friend, the Reverend Mr. Bevil, who published it without his name. It is a juvenile per- 
formaace, but elegantly written, with classical enthusiasm of sentiment, and yet with a 
becoming modesty, and great re^ct for Dr. Johnson. 
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portion of truth. I have given my opinion sincerely : let them 
shew where they think me wrong.” 

While friend 4s thus; contemplated', in the ' splendour 
derived from his .last . and perhaps most admirable ' work, I 
mtioduce him with peculiar propriety as .the correspondent of 
\Varren Hastings i .a man .whose regard reflects dignity even 
upou Johnson ; a. man, the extent of whose abilities was equal 
to that of 'his ■ power; and who, by those .who are fortunate- 
enough to . know him in private life, is admired for his literature 
aiiG^ taste, and beloved for the candour, moderation, and 
milaiiess of his character. Were I capable of paying a 
suitable tribute of admiration to him, I should certainly not 
withhold it at a moment ^ when it is not possible that I should 
be suspected of being an interested flatterer. But how weak 
would be my voice after that of the millions whom he 
governed.^ His condpcending and obliging compliance with 
my solicitation, ^ I with humble gratitude acknowledge ; and 
while by publishing his letter to me, accompanying the valuable 
communication, I do eminent honour to my great friend, I shall 
entirely disregard any invidious suggestions, that as I in some 
degree participate in the honour, I have, at the same time, the 
gratification of my owm vanity in view. 

“To James Boswell, Esq. 

“Park-lane, Dec. 2, 1790. 

■" '“sir,-'- 

“I HAVE been fortunately spared the troublesome 
suspense ol a long search, to which, in performance of my 
promise, I had devoted this morning, by lighting upon the 
objects of it among the first papers that I laid my hands on: 
my veneration for your great and good friend, Dr. Johnson, 
and the pride, or I hope something of a better sentiment, 
which I indulge in possessing such memorials of his good wiii 
towards me, having induced me to bind them in a parcel 
containing other select papers, and labelled with the titles 
appertaining to them. They consist but of three letters, which 
I believe were all that I ever received from Dr. Johnson. Of 
these, one, which was written in quadruplicate, under the 
different dates of its respective dispatches, has already been made 
publick, but not from any communication of mine. This, 
however, I have joined to the rest ; and have now the pleasure 

i Januiiury, X731. • 


m 
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of sending them to you, for the use to which you informed me 

it was your desire to destine them. 

^ .-‘‘'.My promise; was pledged with the' condition,; that if' the 
letters were found to contain any thing which ..should, render 
them improper for the publick eye, you would dispense with the 
.performance of it. You will have the, goodness, I am 'sure,, to 
pardon my '..recalling this stipulation to your ..recoilection, as I 
shall ...be loth' to appear .negligent of that obligation wlii.ch is 
always .'implied in an epistolary-confidence. In the reservation 
,.of that right I have read , them over ;with the most scrupulous , 
attention, but have not seen in them' the slightest cause on that 
ground to 'withhold them from you.’ .But,.. though not on that, 
yet on another ground I own I feel a little, yet but a little, 
reluctance to part with them : I mean on that of my own credit,' 
which I fear 'will suffer by the information conveyed by them, 
that I -was early in the possession of such valuable instructions 
for ^the beneficial employment of the influence of my late 
station, and (as it may seem) have so little availed myself of 
them. Whether I could, if it were necessary, defend myself 
against such an imputation, it little concerns the woild to know. 
I look only to the effect which these relicks may produce, 
considered as evidences of the virtues of their authour : and 
believing that they ^ will be found to display an uiicommon 
warmth of private friendship, and a mind ever attentive ' to the 
improvement and extension of useful knowledge, and solicitous 
for the interests of mankind, I can cheerfuliy submit to the 
'.little sacrifice of my. own fame., to contribute, to the .illustration 
,. .of so great and venerable a character. They cannot be 'better 
applied, for that end, than by being entrusted to your hands. 
...Allow me, with this offering, to infer from..it a proof of the very 
. great esteem with which I have the honour to p.rofess mysel? 
..Sir, ,, 

‘'Your most obedient, 

“ And most humble servant,. ' 

.“Warren Hastings,”' 

At some future -time, and when you have no further 
occasion for these papers, I shall be obliged to you if you will 
return them.” 

The last of the three letters thus graciously put into my 
hands, and which has aireadiy appeared, in, publick, belongs to 
tks year; but I shall previously insert the 'first two in the 
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ordCT of their dates. They aitpgether Wm a grand group in j 
my biographical picture. ' “ ® S up m 

“To THE Honourable Warren Hastings, Esq ! 

“SIR, [ 

T u '' ™ ^ personal knowledge of you, - 

I haye had enough to. make me wish for more; and thoush it ■■ i 
be now a long time since I was .honoured .by youi' visit' I had ■ ■ < 

too much pleasure from it to forget it. By those whom we I 

delight to remember, we are unwilling to -be forgotten; and ' ■ 

therefore I cannot omit this opportunity of reviving myself in ' ' jr- 
yoa.r memory by a letter which you will receive 'from the hands '■ '■ i 
of my^ friend Mr, Chambers a man, whose purity of manners .■ '■ 

and vigour oi: mind are sufficient to make every thing welcome ' ■' 
that ne orings. 

1, hat tins is my only reason for writing, will be too apparent 
by the uselessness of my letter to any other purpose. I have 
no questions to ask ; not that I ■'want curiosity after either the 
ancient or present state of regions, in which have been seen ail 
the power and splendour of wide-extended empire ; and which, 
as fay some grant of natural superiority, . supply the rest of the 
world with almost all that pjide desires, and luxury enjoys. 

But my knowledge of them is too. scanty to furnish me with 
proper topicks of enquiry ; ,I can only wish for information ; and 
hope, that a mind comprehensive -like yours will . find leisure, 
aii.iidsi the cares of your important station, to enquire into many 
subjects' of which the European world either thinks . not • at all, 
or thinks with deiicient intellige.nce and uncertain conjecture. 

I sliall hope, thathe who once intended 'to increase the learning 
of his country by the introduction of the Persian language, will 
examine nicel)? the traditions and histories' of the .Ea'S.-; that he 
vvili ^survey the w'onders o,t .its ancieni: edifices,, and trace the 
vestiges of its ruined cities and that, at his, ".return, we shall 
know the arts and opinions of a, race of .men, from whom very 
little has hitherto .been derived. ■ 

;. '..“.You,' Sir,, have, no .need of being told by me, how much 
may be added by your attention and patronage to experimental 
kaowiedge and natural, history. .There, are arts of manufacture 
practised in the countries in. which.. you ^preside, which are yet 
very imperfectly known here, either- to.artificers. or philosophers. 

Of the natural productions, anima.te and. inanimate, we yet have 

^ Afterwards Sir Robert Chambers, one of his: Majesty's Jadges. b 'India, ' 
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SO little intelligence,^ that our books are filled, I fear, with 
conjectures about things which an Indian peasant knows by 
his senses. 

** Many of those things my first wish is to see ; my second to 
:kno,w, by such, accounts as a man like you will .'be able to give. 

^ As I have not skill to ask proper questions, I have iike» 
wise no such access to great men as can enable me to send you 
my political information. Of the agitations of an unsettled 
government, and the struggles of a feeble ministry, care is 
doubtless taken to give you more exact accounts than I can 
obtain. ^ If you are inclined to interest yourself much in piiblick 
transactions, it is no misfortune to you to be distant from them. 

'‘That literature is not totally forsaking us, and that your 
favourite language is not neglected, will appear from the book,-' 
..which I should have pleased myself more with, sending, if 1 
.could , have presented.it bound : but time was wanting. I beg, 
-.'however, Sir, that you will accept it from, a man very desirous 
of your regard ; and that if you think me able to gratify you by 
...'a,B.,y' thing. m,ore important you will .emp'loy me. 

I am now going to take leave, perhaps a very long leave, 
of my dear Mr, Chambers. That he is going to live where you 
govern, may Justly alleviate the regret of parting ; and the hope 
of seeing both him and you again, which I am not willing to 
mingle with doubt, must at present, comfort as it can, Sir, 
“Your most humble servant,' 

“Sam."Jo.hnson.” 

torch, '30,.. 1774.” ■■ ■ " 

“To THE Same. 

“ SIR, 

“Being informed that by the departure of a ship, there is 
now an opportunity of writing to Bengal, I am unwiliing to slip 
out of your memory by my own negligence, and therefore take 
the liberty of reminding you of my existence, by sending you a 
book which is not yet made publick. 

“ I have lately visited a region less remote, and less illustrious 
than India, which afforded some occasions for speculation. 
What has occurred to me, I have put into the volume/ of which 
I beg your acceptance. 

“Men in your station seldom have presents totally dis- 
interested my^book is received, let me now make my request. 

“ There is, Sir, somewhere within your government, a young 

1 Jon«jf's Persian Grammar." 

3 “Journey to the Western Isiamds of Scotland. 
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ofjesfSHf « «ne of my 

' V ' „ to : shew 'the young' man ' what 

ThoAr^r '' by foul 

^^''ooi. His father is mw 
President of the College of Physicians, a man venerable for his 
knowledge, and more venerable for his virtue 
“I wish you ayirosperous government, a kfe return, and a 
long enjoyment of plenty and tranquillity. 

“I am, Sir, 

“Your most obedient, 

“ And most humble servant, 

“Loudon, Deo. 20, 1774.” “Sam. JOHNSON.” 



To THE Same. 


“Jan. 9 j 17S1. I 


_ : Amidst, the importance- and . multiplicity ,of alFairs in ' 
winch your great office engages you, 1 take the liberty of 
lecalling your attention for a moment to literature, and will not 
p.ro*ong the mterriiption by an apology which your character 
in,akes needless. 

. ^ long known, -and long esteemed ' 

m the India-House, after having- translated Tasso, has under- 
taken , Ariosto. How well, he is qualified for his undertaking 
he has ^already shewn. He is desirous, Sir, of your favour in 
. promoting his ,propo,sals, and flatters .me ffiy supposing' that 'my 
testimony may advance, his interest. 

“ It is a new thing for a clerk of theT,ndia-House to translate 
poets ; It IS new for a Go.vernor of Bengal, to patronize learning* 
That he may find his ingenuity rewarded, and that learning 
may flourish under your protection, is.; the' wish of, Sir, 

“ Your most humble servant, 

“Sam, Johnson.*® 

I wrote to him in February, ’ , complaining of having ■' been ■ 
troubled by a recurrence of the perplexing, question of Liberty 
and Necessity ;~and mentioning, that I hoped soon to meet 
him again in London. 


*DEAR SIR, 


^'To James Boswell, Esq. 


a j HOPED you had got rid of all this hypocrisy of misery* 
What have you to do with Liberty and Necessity? Or whai 


I;', 
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more than to hold your tongue about it ? Do not doubt but I 
shall be most heartily glad to see you here again, for I love 
every part about you but your affectation of distress. 

“ I have at last finished my Lives, and have laid up for you 
a load of copy, all out of order, so that it will amuse you a Ion 
time to set it right. Come to me, my dear Bozzy, and let u 
be as happy as we can. We will go again to the Mitre, and 
talk: ;Old timeS' over,.- 

am^ dear Sir, 

. ■ '.'Yours aiFectionateljj .. ^ . . 

“ March 14, 1781.- “ S.4JI. Johnson.” 

On Monday, March 19, I arrived in London, and on 
l uesday, the 20th, met him in Fleet-street, walking, or rather 
mdeed moving along; for his peculiar march is thus described 
m a very just and picturesque manner, in a short Life^ of mm 
published very soon after his death When he walked the 
streets, wnat with the constant roll of his head, and the con- 
comitant mobon of his body, he appeared to make his way by 
tto motion, independent of his feet.” That he was often much 
Stared at while he advanced in this mamierj may easily be 
believed ; but it was not safe to make sport of one so robust 
aahe was. Mr. Langton saw him one day, in a fit of absence. 

r I ^ porter’s back, and walk 

forward briskly, witiioue 'oeing conscious of what he had done. 

1 he porter was very angry, but stood still, and eyed the hiice 
figure with much earnestness, till he was satisfied that his wisest 
comse was to oe quiet, and take up his burthen again. 

Our accidental meeting in the street after a long separation 
was a pleasing surprke to us both. He stepped aside with me 
into Falcon-court, and made kind enquiries about my famil’; 
and as we were in a hurry going different way.?, I promised ti' 
cdl oil him next day ; he said he was engaged to co ou.*, ir 
the morning. Early, Sir ? ” said I, Iohnson. Sir a 

London morning does not go vrith the sun.” ' ' ’ ‘ 

I waited on him next evening, and he gave me a great no-tinn 
of his orjgmaL manuscript of his “Lives of the Poets, ’’Nvb.Vh 
he had presen-ed for me. 

I found on visiting his friend, Mr. Thraie. that lie was now 
removed, I suppose by the solicitation of 

Pubi.ibed bj Kearsley, with this weil-choseu iriotto : 

u . From his cradle 

Me was a Schola'k, and a ripe and aood one : 

And to add greater honours to his age 

Ihan man could give him, be d.ed fearing Heaven. "-SiiaKsre.-LaB. 


rjj CfQ 
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Mrs. .ThralCs: to, a house in , Grosv.enor-sqtiare, I was 'sorry to 
■see, him sadly changed in his appearance, ■ ■ . 

He told me I might now have the pleasure tO ’see Dr. 
Johnson drink wine again, for he had lately returned to it. 
When^I mentioned this to Johnson, he said, “I drink' it' now ■ 
sometimes, but not socially.” The first evening 'that 'I was 
With hiin at f hraie’s, I observed he poured a large quantity of' 
it into, a .glass, and swallowed it greedily. ■ Every thing about 
his. character and^ .manners was forcible -and violent p . there" 
never was any moderation ; many a day did he fast, many a 
'.year., did he refrain from wine; but when, he did eat, 'it was. 
voraciously; when he did drink wine, it was copiously.' 'He 
could practise abstinence, but not temperance. ■ ' 

Mrs. Ihraie and I had a dispute, wdiether Shakspeare or 
Milton had drawn the most admirable picture of a man.^ I 
was for. 'Shakspeare; Mrs. Thrale. for Milton,; and after a fair 
.hearing, Johnson decided for my opinion.^ ■ 

I toid^him. of one of Mr. Burke’s playful sallies upon Dean 
Marla}^ : ® I don’t like the Deanery of Ferns^ it sounds so like a 
barren title.” — Dr. Heath should have it,” said 1. Johnson 
Laughed, and condescending to tribe in the same mode of 
,concei't', suggested Dr. Moss. 

He said, Mrs. Montagu has dropt me. ■ Now, Sir, there are 
people 'whom one should like verj^ well 'to drop, but would not 
wish to be dropped by.” He certainly was vain of the society 
of ladies, and could make himself very agreeable to them, when 
he chose it : Sir Joshua Reynolds agreed with me that he could. 

1 Shakspeare makes Hamlet thus describe his father : . : 

“See w'bat a .grace waS'Seated on tb.is brow..: 

■ Hyperion’s curls, the front of Jove himself, ' 

An eye like Mars, to threaten and' command \ 
.Astation.I,iketheheraid.Mercury- 
New-lighted on a heaven-kissing hill ; ■ 

A bination, and a form, indeed,' ■ ■ ■ ^ 

. Where every god did seem to set his seal, 

To, give the world assurance''of a ro.an." 

Milton thus pourtrays our first parent, Adam; ■ 

“ His. fair large front and eye sublime declar’d 
Absolute rule ; and hyacinthiu locks 
Round from his parted forelock manly hung 
Ciust'rmg, but not beneath his shoulders broad." 

[The latter part of this description, “but not beneath," &c. may very probably be 
ascribed to Milton’s prejudices in favour of the Puritans, who had a great aversion to 
*W«^^hair. — M.} ' . 

2 It is strange, that the picture drawn by the unlearned Shakspeare, should be full of 
classical images, and that by the learned/ Milton, void of them.— Milton’s description 
appears to me more picturesque. — K eakney. 

» [Dr. Richard M.ariay, afterv/ards Lord Bishop of' Waterford; a very amiable, 
benevolent, and ingenious man. He was chosen a member of the Literary Club in 
xyyj, and died in Dublin, July 2, 1802, in his 75th year,— hL} 
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Mr. Gibbon, with his usual sneer, controverted it, perhaps in 
resentment of Johnson’s having talked with some disgust of his 
ugliness, which one would think a philosopher would not mind. 
Dean Marlay wittily observed, “A lady may be vain, when she 
can turn a wolf-dog into a lap-dog.” 

The election for .Ayrshire, my own county, was this spring 
tried upon a petition, before a Committee of the House of 
Commons. I was one of the Counsel for the sitting member 
and took the liberty of previously stating different points to 
Johnson, who never failed to see them clearly, and to supply me 
with some good hints. He dictated to me "the following note 
upon the registration of deeds : => 

“All laws are made for the convenience of the community • 
what is legally done, should be legally recorded, that the state’ 
of things may be known, and that wherever evidence is requisite, 
evidence may be had. For this reason, the obligation to frame 
and establish a legal register is enforced by a" legal penalty 
which penalty is the want of that perfection and plenitude of 
nght which a register would give. Thence it follows, that this 
13 not an objection merely legal ; for the reason on which the 
law stands being equitable, makes it an equitable objection.” 

“This (said he) you must enlarge on, when speaking to the 
Committee. You must not argue there, as if you were arguin<r 
m the schools j close reasoning will not fix their attention ; you 
must say the same thing over and over again, in different words 
If you say it but once, they miss it in a moment of inattention.' 

It IS unjust, Sir, to censure lawyers for multiplying words, when 
they argue ; it is often necessary for them to multiply words ’’ 

His notion of the duty of a member of Parliament, sitting 
upon aa election-committee, was very high ; and when he was 
told of a gentleman upon one of those committees, who read 
the newspapers part of the time, and slept the rest, while the 
ments of a vote were examined by the counsel: and as an 
excuse, when challenged by the chairman for such behaviour 
blundy answered, “ I had made up my mind upon that case ■ ’’ 
—Johnson, with an indignant contempt, said, “ If he was such 
a rope as to make up his mind upon a case without hearin- it 
he should not have been such a fool as to tell it.” — J tlilnlc 
(said Mr. Dudley Long, now North) the Doctor has pretty 
plainly made him out to be both rogue and fool ” ' 

Jolmson’s p-ofound reverence for the Hierarchy made him 
expect from Bishops the highest degree of decorum ; he was 
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offended even at their going to taverns ; A bishop (said he) 
has nothing^ to do at a tippliog-house. It is not indeed im- 
moral in hjm to go to a tavern ; neither would it be im- 
moral in him to whip a top in Grosvenor-square : butj if he 
did, I hope the boys would fall upon him, and apply the whip 
to kim. There are gradations in conduct ; there is morality, — 
decency,— propriety. None of these should be violated by a 
bishop. A bishop should not go to a house where he may 
meet a young fellow leading out a wench.’' Boswell. But, 

Sir, every tavern does hot admit women.*’ Johnson. “ Depend 
upon it, Sir, any tavern will admit a weli-drest man and a well- 
drest woman ; they will not perhaps admit a woman whom ! 
they see every night walking by their door, in the street. But I 

a well-drest man may lead in a well-drest woman to any tavern ! 

in London. Taverns sell meat and drink, and will sell , them to ■ 
any body who .can ,, eat and can drink. You may as well say, ;1 
that a;mercer will not sell silks to a woman of the town.” 

• He also disapproved of bishops going to routs, at least of 
their staying at them longer than their presence commanded 
xespect He mentioned a particular bishop. **Poh I (said Mrs. 

Tiiraie) the Bishop of is never minded at a rout.” Bos- 

\WELL. When a bishop places himself in a situation where he 
has n.o .distinct character, and is of no consequence, he degrades 
the dignity of his order.” Johnson. ‘‘ Mr. Boswell, Madam,, 
has said it as correctly as it could be.” 

Nor was it only in the dignitaries of the Church that Johnson 
required a particular decorum and delicacy of behaviour ; he 
justly considered that the clergy, as persons set apart for the 
sacred office of serving at the altar, and impressing the minds of 
men with the awful concerns of a future state, should be some- 
what more serious than the generality of mankind, and have a 
suitable composure of manners. A due sense of the dignity of 
their profession, independent of higher motives, will ever 
prevent them from losing their distinction in an indiscriminate 
sociality ; and did such as affect this, know how much it lessens 
them in the eyes of those whom they think to please by it, they 
would feel theinselves much mortified. 

Johnson, and his friend, Beaucierk, were once together in 
company with several clergymen, wffio thought that they should 
appear to advantage, by assuming the lax jollity of men of the 
world ; wffiich, as it may be observed in similar cases, they 
carried to noisy excess, Johnson, who they expected would-be- 
entertained^ sat grave and silent for some' time ; at last, turning 
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to Beauclerk, he said,, by no means in a whisper, “ This merri- 

raent of parsons is mighty oifensive.’’ 

Even the dress of a clergyman should be in character, arid 
nothing can be more despicable than conceited attempts at 
avoiding tie appearance of the clerical order ; attempts, which 
are as ineffectual as they are pitiful. Dr. Porteus, now Bishop 
ot London in his pcelient. charge when presiding over the 
diocese of Chester, justly animadverts upon this subject ; and 
obserTOS ot a revwend fop, that he “ can be but half a beau." 

Aodison, The Spectator,” has given us a fine portrait of 
a clergyman, wno is supposed to be amember of his Club \ 
Johnson has exhibited a model, in the character of Mr. Mud“e ' 
whic,. has escaped the collectors of his works, but which^he 
owned to me, and which indeed he shewed to Sir Joshua 
Reynolds at tne time when it was written. It bears the genuine 
Johnson’s best manner, and is as follows : 

The Reverend Mr. Zachariah Mudge, Prebendary of Exeter 
^d Vicar of St. Andrew’s in Plymouth" a nia.n equally eSiS 
for his vntuesand abilities, and at once beloved as a companion 

whthT/r f, " curTosS to 

which no kina of knowledge is indifferent or superfluous ; and 
SpSed"^^* benevmence by which no order of men is hated or 

“ His principles both of thought and action viere great and 
comprehensive. By a solicitous examination of objections and 
judicmus comparison of opposite arguments, he a SnS .4at 
enqui^ never gives but to industry and perspicuity a firm and 

out aspStv“fnrf Bu/his fomness was with 

out asperity , for, knowing with how much difficulty truth was 

sometimes found, he did not wonder that many missed it 

The general course of his life was determined bv his 
profession; he studied the sacred volumes in the ori<dna’ 

the knofledgT ofrabrkrSThat of%IeSew “til? 

ttrhjt “ -A- 

“ His discharge of parochial duties was exemplary How hL 
Sermom were composed, may be learned from the etoellm^t 
vo ume which he has given to the publick ; but how 
dehvered, can be known only to those that heard them - "for ss 
he appeared ip the pulpit, words will not easily describe him' 

VSeeVoL i. 
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His ueiivery, thougii unconstrained, ■■ 'was'''''’hot'., negligent, ’ and! 
though .forcible was, not turbulent; disdaining anxious.' nicety- of 
emphasis, and laboured .artifice of action, ■ it ■ .captivated ' the 
hearer by its natural dignity, it roused the '.sluggish, -and' fixed 
.the volatile,, and detained the mind upon the. subject,' without 
directing it to the speaker, 

^ . “ The ^ grandeur and solemnity of the preacher' did -not; 
intrude upon his general behaviour ; at the .table of his friends'" 
he was a companion Communicative and attentive, ofunafiected"" 
mariners, of manly cheerfulness, willing to please, and easy to 
be .pleased. His acquaintance was universally solicited, 'and his' 
presence obstructed no enjoyment 'which religion did not' forbid." 
riiough studious lie ' was popular ; though argumentative he 
was modest; though inflexible he was candid; and though 
iiietapiiysical yet orthodox.” ^ 

On Friday, , March 30, I dined with him at Sir Joshua 
Reynolds^, with the Earl of Charlemont, Sir Amiesley Stew^art,,, 
Mr. Eliot, of Port-Eiiot, Mr. Burke, Dean Marlay,Alr. Langton ; 
a,,m,ost agreeable day, of wfiich I regret that' every circumstance 
is not preserved ; but it is unreasonable to require such a' 
iBuitiplication of felicity. " ■ ■ 

,Mr. Eliot, with whom Dr. Waiter Harte had travelled, talked 
tO' us of his ‘‘' Histo.ry of Gustavus Adolphus,” wfiich he said' 
was a very good book in the German translation. Johnson. 

Harte 'was excessively vain. He put copies of his book'. in 
mmiuscript into the hands of .Lord Chesterfield and Lord' 
Granville,, that they might revise it. Now. how absurd, was 
it ■■ tO',' suppose that two such noblemen would ' revise , -so- 
big a „ manuscript. Poor man ! he left London the day of .the 
.publication of his 'book, that he might be out of the way nf - the 
great praise ire was to receive ; and he was ashamed to return,' 
when he found how ill his book had succeeded.- It was unlucky 
in coming oiil on the same day with Robertson's * History "Of 
Scodarid.' His husbandry, however, is good.” Bo'SWELl. ■ **.'So'' 
he was fitter for that than for heroick history : he ' did' ' well,-' 
when he turned his sword into a plough-share.” ■■ ■ ' ' ‘ 

Mr. Eliot mentioned a curious liquor peculiar to his country 
which the Cornish fishermen drink. ' They call it MaMganj y 
and it is made of two parts gin, '.-.and'-one part treacle, well 
beaten together. I begged to have .some .of it. 'made,' which was 


^ “Londoji Chronicle,” lUay 2, :Lj6g. This respectable man is there mentioned to have 
died on the 3d of April that year, at Cofllect, the seat of Thomas Veale, Esq, in his 

■to'.- London., 
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done with proper skfll by Mr. Eliot I thought it very good 
D ^ counterpart of what is called A/&>/ 

of Scotland, which is a mixture of 
whisky ^d honey. Johnson said, “that must be a better 
Cornish, for both its component parts are 
better.^ He also observed, must be a modem 

ame , fot it is not long since the wood called mahogany was 
^oim in this country.” I mentioned his scale of Ii|uoL!l 
/ boys,— port for men,— brandy for heroes. “ Then 

(said Mr. Burke) let me have claret : I love to be a boy • to 

ha,ve the careless gaiety of boyish days.” Johnson. “IsLuld 

dnnk claret too, if it would give me that ■ but it does not it‘ 
neither makes boys men, nor men boys. You’ll be drowmed 
t>y it, before it has any effect upon you.” 

DaDem"thI?nr ^ ludicrous paragraph in the news- 

f ^ Johnson was learning to dance of Vestris. 
Lord Charleniont, wishing to excite him to talk, proposed in a 
he asked, whether it was true. “Shall 
sk him . said his Lordship. We were, by a great majoritv 
clear for the _ experiment. Upon which his LordsWp S 
gravely, and with a courteous air said, “Pray, Sir, is it true that 
yoyre taking lessons of Vestris ? ” This w^s risking ^ good 
deal, and required the boldness of a General of Irish Volunteers 
to make the attempt. Johnson was at first startled and in 
some heat answered, “ How can your Lordship ask fo dmple a 

queshon? But 'mmediately recovering himself, whether from 

unwillingness to be deceived, or to appeir deceived, or wLtW 
from real good humour, he kept up the joke : “ Nay, but if anv 
body were to answer the paragraph, and contradict it, I’d have 

contradicted it ^, ^0 
fnend eitner to Vestns or me. For why should not Dr fohm 

ui’ ^ corporeal agility ? Socrates 

learnt to dance at an advanced aae, and Cato^Iesrnt Cr/^r ! I 

» .d™c.d Then i, mighl proi ed » ,ta IhS 

Johnson, not content with dancin'-"*’ on the ^'roiinH m-VrKf 4 

“Se r 

hniw wrote a play, called ‘ Love in a 

hollow_ Pre^ He found out that it was a bad one and therf*' 
fore wished to buy up all the copies, and burn them Tht 
Duchess of Marlborough had kept one • and when L 
a^mst her at an_ election, she had a new edition of it printed^ 
and prefixed to it, as a frontispiece, an elephant dancing ont 

J Waiiam, the first Viscount Gnmston, 
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rope; to shew, that his Lordship^s writing ■ comedy waS' as 

aiikwai*d as an. elephant dancing on a rope. 

On Sunday, April I dined with him- at Mr. Thrale^s, with 
Sir Philip Jennings Clerk , and Mr. Perkins,^ who had- the 
siipeniatende,nce of Mr. Thrale*s brewery, with a salary of ' five 
hundred pounds a year. Sir Philip had the appearance of a 
gentleman of ancient family, well advanced in life. He wore 
his own white hair in' a bag of goodly size, a black velvet coat, 
with an embroidered waistcoat,' and very- rich laced ruffles; 
which Mrs. Thrale said were old fashioned, but which, for that 
reason, ^ I thought the more respectable, ^ more like a "Tory ; yet 
SirjPhilip' was then in. Opposition in Parliament. ' «Ah, Sir, 
(said Johnson,) ancient ruffles and modern principles - do' not 
agree. Sir Philip defended the Opposition to the American 
war ably and with temper, and I joined him. He said, the 
majority of the^ nation was against the ministry. Johnson. 

A Sir, am against the ministry ; but it is for having too little 
of that, of which Opposition thinks they have too much. Were 
I minister, if any man wagged his finger against me, he should 
be turned out ; for that which it is in the power of government 
to give at pleasure to one or to another, should be given to the 
supporters of Government. If you will not oppose at the 
expence of losing your place, your opposition will not be honest, 
you will feel no serious grievance ; and the present opposition 
is only a contest to get what others have. Sir Robert Walpole 
acted as I would do. As to the American war, the sense of the 
nation is wit/i the ministry. The majority of those who can 
understand is with it ; the majority of those who can only /lear^ 
is against it ; and as those who can only hear are more numerous 
than those who can understand, and Opposition is always 
loudest, a majority of the rabble will be for Opposition.” 

This boisterous vivacity entertained us : but the truth in my 
opinion was, that those who could understand the best were 
against the American war, as almost every man now is, when 
the question has been coolly considered. 

Mrs. Thrale gave high praise to Mr. Dudley Long, (now 
North.) Johnson. “Nay, my dear lady, don't talk so. 
Mr. Long's character is very short It is nothing. He fills a 
chair. He is a man of genteel appearance, and that is all.^ I 

1 See Vo!, i. p. 506. 

2 Here Johnson condescended to play upon the words Long’z.nd short. But little did 
lie know that, owing to Mr. Long’s reserve in his presence, he was talking thus of a 
gentleman distinguished amongst his acquaintance, for acuteness of wit ; one to whom I 
think the French expression, “// piiiUe des/rii.'* is particularly suited. He has 
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know nobody who blasts by praise as you do: for whenever 
there ^^exaggerated praise, every body is set against a charac- 
ter. They are provoked to attack it. Now there is Pepys • ^ 
you praised that man with such disproportion, that I wL 
incited to lessen him, perhaps more than he deserves. His 
blood IS upon your head. By the same principle, your mah V e 
defeats itself; for your censure is too violent. And yet 
(loohng to her with a leering smile) she is the first woman 
in the world, could she but restrain that wicked toncue of 

would be the only woman, could she but com- 

mand that little whirligig.” 

Upon-the subject of exaggerated praise I took the liberty to 
, , say, that J thought there might be very high praise given to^'a 
„ known character which deserved it, and therefore it would not 

be exaggerated. Thus, one might say of Mr. Edmund Burke 
he IS a very wonderful man. Johnson. “No, Sir, you would 
not be sale, if another man had a mind pen'ersely to contra- 
dict. He mignt answer, ‘ Where is all the wonder ? Burke is 

to be sure, a man of uncommon abilities, with a great quanthy 
of matter in his mind, and a great fluency of iaitguageTn hS 
^outh. But we are not to be stunned and astonished by him/ 
bo you see, Sir, even Burke would sufier, not from any fault 
his own, but from your folly.” ^ 

, Mrs. lluale rnentioned a gentleman who had acquired a 
fortune of four thousand a year in trade, but was absolutely 
miserable, because he could not talk in company ; so miserSe! 

situation in the street to 
^ mom he bates, and who, lie imov^s despises 'him '■ 

I am a most unhappy man (said he). I am invited to 
conversatpns I go to conversations; but, aias ! I have no 
conversation.”-JoHNSON. Man commonly cannot be success! 
ful in different ways. Tins gentleman has spent, in gettin'^ 
four thousand pounds a year, the time in which iie micdu h-’v^ 
learnt to talk ; and now he cannot talk.” Mr. Perkins maiC ' 
shrewa and droll remark: “If he had got his four thorsmid ! 

•’ learnt to talk at the same 

..time thu,t he ws.s getting -his fortune.”' 


patiiied me by mentioning that he heard Dr. Johnson sa v * 771 

boswell, it Vv\)u!d be a iimb amputated ” ' .’’i .C ’\ore to .'ot-e. 

1 WHiiam^ Weller Pepys, Esq. one of the blasters in ta*‘ f'on.r .-i 
well known in pohte circles. Mv acGiiainion,-- v-.ba.ncery. anc 

speak of him from my own judgement. But i kno'»' nie iu 

wp the intimate friend of the iate Sir James iM-cdon-kl ‘V; 
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Some other gentlemen came in. The conversation concern- 
ing the person whose character Dr. Johnson had treated so 
shghtmgly as he^ did not know his merit, was resumed. 

Mrs., 1 iirale saidj Ion think so of him, Sir, because he is 
quiet, and does not exert himself with force. Youll be saying 

the same thing of Mr. «*** there, who sits as quiet-.’’ This 
was not well bred: and Johnson did not let it pass without 
correction |Jay Madam, what right have you to talk thus? 

f A? ■ ^ talk 

so of Mr. ■ ■ ■ ■ ; but why do you make me do it ? Have I said 
anything against Mr. ? You have him, that I might 

shoot mm : but I have not shot him.” . 

One of the gentlemen said, he had seen three folio volumes 
of Dr. Johnson’s sayings collected by me. “ I must put you 
(said ior I , am very exact in authenticity. You 
could not see folio volumes, for I have none : you might have 
seen some in quarto and octavo. This is an inattention which 
one should guard against.” Johnson. “Sir, it is a want of 
concern about veracity. He does not know that he saw ctfty 
volumes. If he had seen them he could have remembered 
their size.” 

Mr. Thrale appeared very lethargick to-day. I saw him again 
on Monday evening, at which time he was not thought to 
be in immediate danger ; but early in the morning of Wednes- 
day the 4th, he expired. Johnson was in the house, and thus 
mentions the event : “ I felt almost the last flutter of his pulse, 
and looked for the last time upon the face that for fifteen years 
had never been turned upon me but with respect and 
benignity.” » Upon that day there was a Ca // of the Literary 
Club ; but Johnson apologised for his absence by the following 
note: 

“ Mr. Johnson knows that Sir Joshua Reynolds and the 
other gentlemen will excuse his incompliance with the Call, 
when they are told that Mr. Thrale died this morning.” 

“Wednesday,” , 

Mr, Thrale's death was a very essential loss to Johnson, who, 
although he did not foresee all that afterwards happened, was 
sufficiently convinced that the comforts which Mr. Thrale's 

1 Prayers and Meditations, p. 191. 

[Johnson’s expressions on this occasion remind us of Isaac Walton's eulogy on Whit- 

gift, in his Life of Hooker.— He lived to be present at the expiration of her 

IQ. Elizabeth’s] last breath, and to behold the closing of those eyes that had long looked 
upon him with reverence and alfection.”— Kearney.] ■ , . ■ 
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family afforded hin^ would now in a great measure cease. He 
however, contmued to shew a kind attention to his widow and 
cMdren as long as it was acceptable ; and he took upon him 
with a very earnest concern, the office of one of his executors,’ 
h seemed greater than usual to him, 

circumstances having been always such, that he had 
business of life. His friends of 
fee Club werem ho^s feat Mr. Thrale might have made a 
liberal provision for him for his life, which, as Mr. Thrale left 
no son, and a very large fortune, it would have been highly to 

considering Dr. Tohnson’s age 
could not have been of long duration ;%ut he bequeathed 
hundred pounds, which was the legacy given to 
each of his executors. I could not but be some?vha\ diverted 

^ pompous manner of his new 
office, ^d particularly of the concerns of the brewery which h 
resolved should be sold. Lord Lucan tells a verv 

£1 TSr ?’ precisely exact, is certainly character- 
istical. that when the sale of Thrale’s brewery was goinc 
f™d, ;oWn appeared bustling about, with an inkfeorS 
and pen m his button-hole, like an excise-m^n ; and orbeS" 
asked what he really considered to be the value of the property 

“ We are not here to 

nVh i fk potentiality of growing 

nch beyond the dreams of avarice.” •> s ^ 

On Friday, April 6, he carried me to dine at a club, which 

St plff r1’ Q-ceen’s Armrir 

collect one ; but, said 

he, Don t let them be pa^r/ofs." The company 4re to-Sv 
very sensible, weii-behaved men. I have preseiV-d onlv 

of his co„vooo.,i„„. H. sssij ha ™ .m", on 
George Gordon had escaped, rather than that a 'precedeir 
be established for hanging a man for constructive 
ff wMch, m consistency with his true, manly consritu 

tion^ Toiyism, he considered would be a dangeroul enrinf of 

arbitrary power. And upon its being mentioned thft an 
opulent ^d very indolent Scotch nSbleman who totally 
resigned the management of his affairs to a man of knowledc^p 
claimed some merit by saving, “The next 
^ “an’s own affairs well, is bein-^ 
enable of incapaaty, and not attempting it, but having full 
confidence in one who can do it:” Johnson. “Nay, Sir this is 


1 
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|)altry. There is a middle course. ,, Let a man give applica- ^ 

tion, ^ and depend, upon it h,e will soon' -get above a despicable ^ 

state of helplessnessj and attain the power of acting for ’ 
himself.” 

On Saturday, ^ April 7, L dined with him at Mr. Hoole’s with 
Governour Bouchier and Captain Orme, both of whom had 
been long in; the East-Indies; and being men of good sense 
and observation, were, very entertaining. Johnson defended the 
orientai regulation of different casts of men,^ which was objected 
to^as totally destructive of the hopes of rising in society' by ' ■ 
personal merit He shewed ' that there was a prindpk in it ■ ' 

sufficiently plausible by analogy. ‘‘ We see (said he) in metals 1 

that there are different species; and so likewise in animals, - ■ .;"1 

though one species may not differ very widely from another, as 
in the species of dogs,— the cur, the spaniel, the mastiff. The i 

Bramins are, the mastiffs of mankind.” . Mi| 

On Thursday, April 12 , 1 dined with him at a Bishop's, where 
were Sir Joshua Reynolds, Mr. Berenger, and some more com- 
pany. -He had dined the day before at another Bishop's. I 
have unfortunately recorded none of his conversation at the 
Bishop's where we dined together: but I have preserved his 
ingenious defence of his dining twice abroad in Passion-week ; 
a laxity, in which I am convinced he would not have indulged 
himself at the time when he wrote his solemn paper in The 
Rambler,” upon that awful season. It appeared to me, that by 
being much more in company, and enjoying more luxurious 
living, he had contracted a keener relish for pleasure, and was 
consequently less rigorous in his religious rites. This he would 
not acknowledge ; but he reasoned with admirable sophistry, as 
follows : Why, Sir, a Bishop’s calling company together in 

this week, is, to use the vulgar phrase, not the things But you 
must consider laxity is a bad thing; but preciseness is also a 
bad thing; and your general character may be more hurt by 
preciseness than by dining with a Bishop in Passion-week. 

There might be a handle for reflection. It might be said, ‘ He 
refuses to dine with a Bishop in Passion-week, but was three 
Sundays absent from church.'” Boswell. ‘‘Very true, Sir. 

But suppose a man to be uniformly of good conduct, would it 
not be better that he should refuse to dine with a Bishop in this 
week, and so not encourage a bad practice by his example ? ” 
Johnson. “Why, Sir, you are to consider whether you might 
not do more harm by lessening the influence of a Bishop's 

I IRftJtpoiits, the military cast ; the Bmmins, pacifick and ahstemious. — K earnsy.J 
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character by your disapprobation in refusing him, than by going 
to him.’^ 

^ Mrs.: Lucy Porter, in Lichfield. : , , ■ 

MADAM, 

, “'LifE' is full of troubles. I .have .just lost .my dear friend 
■Thraie... I hope he is happy; but I have had a great loss. I 
. am otherwise pretty well; I require some care of myseif, but 
that, cpe is not ineffectual; and ’when Lam out .of order, I 
think it often my oym fault. 

■‘*Tiie spring is now making quick advances. As it is the 
season in which the whole world is enlivened and invigorated, 

I hope^that both^you and I shall partake of its benefits. My 
, desire is to see Lichfield ; but being left executor to my If iend, 

.1 know not ^ whether I can .be spared; but I will try, for it is 
now long since we saw one another, and how little we can 
promise ourselves many more interviews, we are taught - by 
hourly ^ examples of mortality. Let us try to live so as that 
mortality may not be an evil. Write to me soon, my ' dearest ; 
your letters will give me great pleasure. 

... “I .am sorry that Mr. Porter has not had bis box; but by 
■.sending it to Mr. Mathias, who very readily undertook its 
^ conveyance, I did- the best I could, and perhaps before now he 
has it. 

so. kind as to make my compliments to my friends;! 
.have, a great value ^ for their kindness, and hope to ■ enjoy it ' 
■ before, summer is past .Do write to me. — am, dearest love, 

',./■ '„■ “ Your most humble servant, 

Johnson/'*.' 

‘‘London, April i2, 17S1.” 

Od Friday, April 13 , being Good-Friday, I went to St. 
Clement’s church with him as usual. There I saw again his old 
fellow-collegian, Edwards, to whom I said, “I think, Sir, Dr. 
Johnson and you meet only at Church.” “Sir, (said he,) it is 
the best place we can meet in, except Heaven, and I hope we 
shall meet there too.” Df. Johnson told me, ‘that there was 
very little communication between Edwards and him, after their 
un^pected renewal of a.cquaintance. “But (said he, smiling) 
he miet me once, and said, ‘ I am told you have written a very 
pretty book called 27te Rambler.^ I was unwrilling that he 
should leave the world in total darkness, and sent him a set.” 
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, Mr. Berenger ^ visited ^ him to-day, and was very pleasing. 
\¥e,,talked of .an evening society for- conversation' at a home-dn: 

,, towns of which we were ail members, but of which John so,n ^ said,. 

win never, do. Sir. .There is nothing served about there, , 
neither tea, nor coffee, nor lemonade, nor .any thing whatever ; 
and depend iipon it, .Sir,, a - man, does not love to go to a place ' 
from whence he comes out exactly. as he went in/' I 
endeavoured, for ... argument's sake, .to maintain that men , of 
lepning and talents might have very, good, intellectual .society, 
without the .aid. of any little gratifications-' of the, senses. . 
Berenger joined with Johnson, and said, .that.w.ithGUt these .any 
meeting would be ' dull, and , insipid.. He would therefore '.have 
all the slight refreshments,; nay, it would not' be amiss to have 
some cold meat, and a bottle of wine upon a side-board. *‘ Sir, 
(said Johnson to me, with 'an air of triumph,) Mr. Berenger 
knows the, world. Every body loves to have good things 
furnished to - thern without any trouble. I told Mrs. Thrale 
once, 'that as she did not choose to have card-tables, she should 
have a profusion of the best sweetmeats, and she would be sure 
to' have company enough come to her." I agreed with my 
iilustrious friend upon this subject; for it. has pleased Gob to 
make'' Ilian a composite animal, and where there is nothing to 
refresh the, body, the mind will languish. 

On Sunday, April 15, being Easter-day, after solemn worship 
in St. Paul's church, I found foim alone ; Dr. Scott of the 
Commons, came in. He talked of its having been said, that 
Addison ■w.rote some of his best papers in The 'Spectator,” 
■when warm with wine. Dr. Johnson did not- seem willing to 
admit this. - Dr. ' Scott, as a confirmation of it, related, that 
Biackstoiie, a sober man, composed his “ Commentaries ” with 
a bottle of port before him ; and .found his mind invigorated 
' .■and 'Supported in. the fatigue of his. great Work, by a temperate 
.use of,- it. ., -- - 

I told, him, that in a company where I had lately been, a 
desire was expressed to know his, authority for the, shocking 
story of Addison's sending an execution into Steele's house. 

'' Sir, (said he,) it is generally known; it is known to all who 
are acquainted with the literary history of that period : it is as 
well known, as that he wrote * Cato.’” Mr. Thomas Sheridan 

i Richard Berenger, Esq., many years Gentleman of the Horse ^ to his present 
Majesty, and aathoiir of “ The History and Art of Horsemanship,'* in two volumes, 
4tO. 1771. — M.] ^ , . , - ■ ‘ ‘ 

2 See this explained, p. 351 of this volume. 




380 The Life of Dr. Johnson 

once defended Addison to me, by alleging that he did it in 
order to cover Steele's goods from ■ other' ' creditors, who were 
going to seize them. ' 

We talked of the difference between the .mode of ed.ucation 
at Oxford, and that in those Colleges where instruction ' is chiely 
conveyed by lectures. , Johnson. “Lectures were once useful ; 
but now, when ail can read, and books are sO: numerous, 
lectures are unnecessary. If your attention fails, and you';' miss 
a part of the lecture, ^ it is lost ; you cannot go back ' as .you. do ' 
upon a book.” ' Dr. Scott agreed with him. “ But yet (said: I), 
Dr. Scott, you yourself gave lectures 'at Oxford” He smiled 
“You laughed then (said I) at those who came to you.”': , 

Dr. Scott left us, and soon afterwards we went to dinner. 
Our company consisted of Mrs. Williams, Mrs. Desmoulins, 
Mr. Levett, Mr. Allen, the printer, [Mr. Macbean], and Mrs. 
Hall, sister of the Reverend Mr. John Wesley, and resembling 
him, as I thought, both in figure and manner, Johnson pro- 
duced now, for the first time, some handsome silver salvers, 
which he told me he had bought fourteen years ago ; so it was 
a great day. I was not a little amused by observing Allen per- ,' 
petualiy struggling to talk in the manner of Johnson, ii,ke the little ' 
frog in the fable blowing himself up to resemble the stately ox, 

I mentioned a kind of religious Robinhood Society, which 
met every Sunday evening at Coachmakers'-hall, for free 
debate ; and that the subject for this night was, the text' which 
relates, with other miracles which happened at our Sa¥sour'’s 
death, “And the graves, were opened, and many bodies of the 
saints which slept arose, and came out of the graves after his 
resurrection, and went into. ' the holy city, and appeared unto 
many.” Mrs. Hall said 'it was a very curious subject, and 
she should like to hear it discussed* Johnson, (somewhat 
warmly) “One would not go to such a place' to hear it, --one 
would not be seen, in : such a place— to give countenance to 
such a meeting.” I, however, resolved that I would go. “ But, 
Sir, (said she to Johnson,) I ^should like to hea^rym discuss it.” 
He seemed reluctant to .engage in it. " She talked of the 
resurrection of the human race in general, and maintained that 
we shall be raised with the same bodies. Johnson. “Nay, 
Madam, we see that it is not to be the same body ,* for the 
Scripture uses the illustration of grain sown, and we know that 
the grain which grows is not the^same with what is sown. You 
cannot suppose that we shall rise with a diseased body j it is 
enough if there be such a sameness as to distinguish identity of 
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person.” She seemed desirous of knowing more, but he left the 

:qiiestion in. obscority. ■ ■ „ ; 

Of apparitioiiSj^ he observed, “ A total disbelief of them is 
adverse, to .the .opinion of the existence' of the soul ". between 
.■death .and the^ last .day.;' .the question simply ■ is, whether,.', 
departed spirits ever have the’ power of making .them- ^■... 
selves perceptible to us : a man who thinks he has seen an 
apparition, can only be convinced himself ; his authority will 
.not convince ,■ another; and his . conviction, ■ if' rational, .must be ■■ ■ 
fou,nded. on being told something' which cannot be known but., 
by supernatural means.’^ 

He,,ment,ioned a thing as not unfrequent, of ■which,' I had 
.never .heard, before,.- — being called^ that is, hearing . one^s ' name .. 
pronounced by the voice of a known person at a great distance, 
far beyond the possibility of being reached by any sound 
uttered by human organs. “An acquaintance, on whose 
veracity I. can depend, told, me, that walking home one evening 
to Kilmarnock, he. heard himself called, from a wood, by the 
voice of .a brothel*' who. had gone to America; and the next 
packet brought accounts of . that brother's death,” Macbean 
asserted' that this inexplicable was 'a thing very well 

known. ' Dr. Johnson said, that one day at Oxford, as he was 
turning the key of his chamb.er,. he . heard his mother distinctly 
call— She was then at Lichfield; but nothing ensued. 
This phenomenon is, I think, .as wonderful as any other 
' mysterious fact, which many people are -very '.slow to believe, or 
rather, indeed, reject with an obstinate contem.pt." ., . 

Some time after this, upon his .making a remark which escaped 
my attention, Mrs. Williams and Mrs', 'Hall were both together 
striving to answer him. He grew .an'gry, 'and- called out loudly, 
“Nay, when you both speak at once, it. is intolerable.” But 
checking himself, and softening, he said, “ This one may say, 
though, you are ladies.” Then he brightened into gay humour, 
and addressed them in the words of one of the songs in “ The 
Beggar's Opera : ” 

“ But two at a time there’s no mortals can bear.” 

t [As this subject frequently recurs in these volumes, the reader may be led erroneously 
to suppose that Dr. Johnson was so fond of such discussions, as frequently to introduce 
them. Bui the truth is, that the authour himself delighted in talking concerning ghosts, 
and what he has frequently denominated, the mysieri<nis ; and therefore took every 
opportunity of leiutlni; Johnson to converse on such subjects. — M.] 

[The authour of this work was most undoubtedly fond of the mysterious^ and perhaps 
upon some occasions may have directed the conversation to thop topicks, when they would 
not spontaneously have suggested themselves to Johnson’s mind; but that /a? also had a 
love for speculations of that nature, may be gathered from ,his writings throughout. 
— J, BofiWKi.1,4 ' , ' 
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'‘What, Sir, (said. -I,) are you going to turn Captain 
Macbeath ? There was something as pleasantly ludicrous in 
this scene as can be imagined. The contrast between Macheath, 
Polly and Lucy— and Dr, Samuel Johnson, blind, peevish Mrs. 
Williams, and lean, lank, preaching i\.irs. Hall, was" exquisite. 

: I .stole away to Coachmakers'-hall and h<kird the diScuIt 
■text of which' we had. talked, discussed,' with .grestt decency, and 
some inmliigence,' by several speakers. ' There w'-as a difference 
of opinion as '.to the appearance of ghosts in modem times, 
though , the. arguments for it supported by Mr. Adciison’s 
authority, .preponderated. The immediate subject of debate 
was embarrassed by the bodies .of the saints having been said to 
rise, and by the question what became of them afterw^ards 
did they ; return again to their graves? or v^ere they translated 
to .heaven.? Only one evangelist mentioos the fact,^ .and the 
commentators whom I have looked at do not make the passage 
clear,. There is, however, no occasion fo,r our .understanding 
it farther, than to know that .it was one of the extraordinary 
manifestations, of divine power, which ' accooipaiiied .the .most 
i.mportant event that ever happened. 

On Friday, April 20, I spent with him o.ae of the happiest 
days that I remember to have enjoyed in the whole course of my 
...life. Airs. Garrick, whose grief for the loss of her husband was, 
I believe, as sincere as w'ounded a.iTec.tio!i and admi.ration could 
produce, had this oay, for the first time siiKre .his death, a select 
party of his friends to 4 ine with her. The company was, Miss 
.Hannah More, who lived with 'her, and .whom she called her 
Chaplain; Mrs. Boscawen, A Mrs. 'Elizabeth Carter, Sir ]oshua 
Reynolds, Dr. Burney, Dr. Johnson, and myself. VvA found 
ourselves very .elegantly . entertained at her house in the 
.Adelphi, where :I have -.passed many a pleasing hour with him 
“who gladdened life.’- She looked\vell, talked of her hiisbaiui 
with complacency, and;- while she cast her eyes on his portrait, 
which hung over the chimney-piece, said, that “ death was now 
the most agreeable object tO'' her.”. The .very semblance of 
David Garrick 'was. cheering., Mr. .Beaucierk, with happy pro- 
priety, inscribed under .'that fine portrait of him, which by Lady 
Diana’s kindness is now the property of my friend Mr, Langton, 
the following passage from his beloved Shakspeare : 

— A "merrier 

■ ■Withm -the limit' of becoming mirth, 

I never spent an hour’s talk withal. 

St Matthew, chapi'jixviu v. 5*, 53.: a See anU, p. 236. 
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His eye .begets occasion- for- his-wit";-'- 
For every object that -the one doth: catch ' ■ 

T,M,other turns to a mirth-moving jest.;- ■ 

Which, his fair tongue (Conceit’s expositor) 
Delivers in such apt and gracious words. 
That aged ears play traant at his' tales, ^ 
^id younger hearings are quite ravished : 
So sweet and,. voluble is his discourse.” 


were .all in -fine ^ spirits and' I whispered ' to- .Mrs* 
B.oscawenj “ I believe this is as, -much as' can be made, o,f .life.’’ ■ 
In addition to a splendid entertainment,, we were regaled, with 
Ochfield ale, , which had' a peculiar ' appropriate value. ■ - 'Sir 
.Joshua, and' Dr. Eurney, and I, drank cordially of it -to Dr. 
Johnsons health ; and though he would not -join' us, he as 
cordially answered, ** Gentlemen, I wish you all as well as you 
do me.’^ , ■ ' 

The general effect of this day dwells upon my mind in fond 
rciiieinbrance, but I do not find much conversation recorded, 
Whaf I have preserved shall be faithfully given. ' 

One of the^ company mentioned Mr. Thomas Hollis, the 
strenuous Whig, who used to send over Europe presents' of 
de.mocraticarDooks, with their boards stamped with daggers^ and 
caps of liberty. Mrs. Carter said, was a bad man: "he 
used to' talk uncharitably.*'' Johnson. ‘'-Poh-!'-poh 1 MadamJ 
who is .the worse for being talked of uncharitably? Besides, he 
was a dull poor creature as 'ever lived : and I believe he would 
not clone Jiarm to a man- whom- he knew to be of very- 
opposite principies to'- his own., T remember once at the 
Society of Arts, when an advertisement was to be draTO up,- he 
pointed me out as the man who could do it best This, you 
will, observe, - was kindness to me. I howwer siipt' away and' 
escaped it" 

Mrs. Carter having said of the same person, “I doubt he 
was an Atheist" Johnson. “I don't know that He might 
perhaps have become one, if he had had time to ripen, 
(smiling.) He might have exuberated into an Atheist" 

Sir I oshua Revnolds oraised “ Mud3?e’s 1 Sermnns. ” Ton 


Sir J oshua Reynolds praised “ Mudge’s ^ Sermons.” Johnson. 
“ Mudge's Sermons are good, but not practical. He grasps 
more sense than he can hold ; he takes more corn than he can 
make into meal; he opens a wide prospect, but it is so distant, 
it is indistinct I love ‘ Blair's Sermons.' Though the dog is 
a Scotchman, and a Presbyterian, and every thing he should not 
be, I. was the first to praise them. ^Such was my cahdour,” 

1 See page 370 of this Volume. 
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(smiliug.) Mrs. Boscawen. his great merit, to get the 

...better of .your prejudices.”' ' Johnson. ^*Why, Madam, let *us 
compound the matter ; let us ascribe it to my candour, and his 
.merit” 

■ -In ' the- evening we had a large company, in the .d.ra.wmg' 
'.room.;' several ladies, the Bishop' of Killaloe, Dr. Percy, ^Mr. 
..■■■ Chamberlayne of the Treasury, &c. &c. Somebody, said, the 
..life'' of, a. mere literary man-co,uld ' not. be very entfertainiiig. 
.■.'Johnson,'" .‘^"But it certainly may. This is a .remark which has 
'.been m.ade, and repeated, without Justice; .why should the life 
. of a literary man -be less entertaining than the life of any other 
man.,? Are there not as interesting varieties 'in such a life? As 
■' a literary life it may be very entertaining.” Boswell. ■ “ But .it , 
must be better surely, when it is diversified with a little active 
variety — such as his having gone to Jamaica :—or — his having; 
... gone to the Plebrides.” Johnson was not displeased at, this.' ■ 
Talking of a very respectable authour, lie told us a curious 
circumstance in his life, which was, that he had married a 
printer’s devil Reynolds. “ A Printer’s devil. Sir I Why, I 
thought a printer’s devil was a creature with a black face and 
in rags.” Johnson. “ Yes, Sir. But I suppose he had her 
face washed, and put clean clothes on her. ' (Then looking 
very serious, and very earnest.) And she did not disgrace 
him ; — the woman had a bottom of good sense.” The word 
bottom thus introduced, was so ludicrous when contrasted with 
his gravity, that most of us could not forbear tittering and 
laughing; though I recollect that the Bishop of Killaloe kept 
his countenance with perfect steadiness, while Miss Hannah 
More slyly hid her face behind a lady's back who sat on the 
same settee with her. Plis pride could not bear that any 
expression of his should excite ridicule, when he did not intend 
it ; he therefore resolved to assume and exercise despotick 
power, glanced sternly around, and called out in a strong tone, 

** Where’s the merriment?” Then collecting himself, and 
looking awful, to make us feel how he could impose restraint, 
and as it were searching his mind for a still more ludicrous 
word, he slowly pronounced, I say the woman was funda- 
mentally sensible ; ” as if he had said, hear this now, and laugh 
if you dare. We all sat composed as at a funeral 

He and I walked away together ; we stopped a little while 
by the rails of the Adelphi, looking on the Thames, and I said 
to him with some emotion, that I was now thinking of two 
friends we had lost, who once lived in the buildings behind us, 


A.D. 


^tat. 72 


Beauclerk and Garrick “ Av i, ^ j 1 \ 1 

.wo ouch fticndo ao cuuo. 

^nd *nf ^ often, 

rf,l -conversation which I did enjoy. I am sorry to find 

preserved but little. I was at this time engaged in a 
matters, which required exertion and assiduity, 

and ,iiL.cessaniy^ occupied almost all my time. 

_ One day having spoken very freely of those who were then 
in power, he said to me, » Between ourselves, Sir, I do not like 
satisfaction of knowing how much I dis- 

rS sfi f ® I mentioned that Mr. 

Bmke had boasied how_ quiet the nation was in George the 
u-econds leign, when Whigs were in power, compared with the 
present reign, when Tories governed Why, Sir, (said he,) 
you are to consider that Tories having more reverence for 
government, will not oppose with the same violence as Whigs 
who being unrestrained by that principle, will oppose by any 

„ Mr. Thraie, but another friend, 

Mi. Strahan, Junior, printer, the eldest son of his old 

and constant friend, Printer to his Majesty. 

'^To Mrs. Strahan. 

“dear MAD.AM, 

§rief which I .feel for the loss of a very kind friend 
ib sufficient to ^ make me know, how much you suffer by the 
death of an amiable son : a man, of whom I think it may be 
truly said, that no one knew him who does not lament him. I 
look upon myself as having a friend, another friend, taken from 
■•■me.. ■ . .. 

“Comfort, dear' Madam, I would give you,. if I could; but 
I know how little the forms of consolation can avail. Let me, 
however, counsel you not to waste your health in unprofitable 
sorrow, but go to Bath, and endeavour to prolong your own 
life ; but when w'e have all done all that we can, one friend 
must in time lose the other. 

“ I am, dear Madam, ' . 

“ Your most humble servant, 

^ “Sam. Johnson.” 

** April 23, 1781. 

On Tuesday,^ May 8, I had the pleasure of again dining with 
nim and Mr. Wilkes, at Mr. Lilly’s. -No uegocicitioH rvas now 
required to bring them together; for Johnson was so well 
VOL. IJ. M 
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satisfied with the former interview, that he was very glad to 
meet Wilkes again, who ^was .this day seated between Dn 
Beattie and Dr. Johnson y (between Truth and Measm^ as 
■General Paoii' said, when' I, told him, of: it) ■ ..Wilkes. “J' 
have been thinking, Dr. Johnson,' that there should be a bill' 
bronght • into parliament that the controverted eiectio'ns for 
Scotland should be tried in, that country, at 'tlie,ir own Abbey of 
Holy-Rood 'House, and not here ; for the.coiisequencAof trying 
them here is, that ive .have an inundation of Scotchmen, who 
come up and never go back again. Now here is Bosw^ell, who 
is come upon the election for his own county, which will not 
last a fortnight.” Johnson. “Nay, Sir, I see .no reason why 
they should be tried at all ; for, you ■ know, one Scotchman is 
as good as another.” Wilkes. “ Pray, Bosw^eli, how' much 
may be got in a year by an Advocate at the' Scotch bar?” 
Boswell. “ I believe, two thousand pounds.” Wilkes. “ Hov? 
can it be possible to spend that money in Scotland ? ” John- 
son. “Why, Sir, the money may be spent in England; but 
there is a harder question. If one man in Scotland "gets 
possession of two thousand pounds, what remains for all the 
rest of the nation ? ” Wilkes. “ You know, in the last war, 
the immense booty which Thurot carried off by the complete' 
plunder of seven Scotch isles; he re-embarked with and 
szx-penceJ^ Here again' Johnson and Wilkes, joined in e'x- 
travagant sportive raillery upon the supposed poverty of 
Scotland, which Dr. Beattie and I did not think it worth 
our while to dispute. 

, The subject of quotation being introduced, Mr. Wilkes 
■ censured it: as pedantry. Johnson. “ No, Sir, it is a good 
thing; there is a community of mind in it. Classical quotation 
:is the farok of literary men all over , the world,” Wilkes. 
“Upon the continent .they all quote the vulgate Bible. Shak- 
s.peare is chiefly quoted here ; and we quote also Pope, Prior, 
Butler, Waller, and sometimes Cowley.” 

We talked of Letter-writing. Johnson. “ It is now become 
so much the fashion to publish letters, that, in order to avoid 
it, I put as little into mine as I can.” Boswell. “Do what 
you will, Sir, you cannot avoid it. Should you even write as 
ill as you can, your letters would be published as curiosities ; 

* Behold a miracle ! instead of wit, 

See two dull lines with Stanhope*s pencil writ.* ** 

He gave us an entertaining account of Bet Fimt^ a woman' 
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of the town, who, with some eccentrick talents and much 
effiontery, forced herself upon his acquaintance. “Bet (said 
ne) wiote her own Life in verse, ^ which she brought to me 
wishing that I would furnish her with a Preface to it 

drankaJd“®^? generally slut and 

^enteci lodgings, a spmnet on which she played, and a bov 
that walked before her chair. Poor Bet w^as 'taken up oH 
charge of stealing a counterpane, and tried at the Old Bailey, 
^nri = "?? ^ wench, summed up favourably, 

satsf.ed an. Now that the counterpane is my own, I shall 
make a petticoat of it.’” r , i. simu 

oratory, Mr. Wilkes described it as accompanied 
\nth all the charms of poetical expression. Johnson. “No 
Sir ; oratory is the power of beating down your adversary’s 
arguments’ and putting better in their place.’’ Wilkes. “ But 
this does not move the passions.” Johnson. “ He must be a 
weak man who is to be so moved.’ ’Wilkes, (naming a cele- 

brated orator). Amidst all the brilliancy of ’s imagination, 

and the exuberance of his wit, there is a strange want of fasfe. 
It was obse^-ed of Apelles’s Venus,® that her flesh seemed as 
It she had been nourished by roses : his oratory would some- 
wSslV^^^^ suspect that he eats potatoes and drinks 

Mr. Wilkes obsenmd, how tenacious we are of forms m this 
country ; and gave as an instance, the vote of the House of 
v-ommons for remitting money to pay the army in America in 

J Johnson, whose memory tins wonderfully retentive, remembered the first four Pr,.. of 
ac“a“er"“““’ — nioaied .0 me ^ a youl'g'^lSy "ofVj 

Wlien first I drew my vital breath, 

A little minikin I came upon earth ; 

Andthplcameiromadarkabode,- 

Intothisgayandgaudyworld.” 

A[Ihe account which ^hnson had received on this occasion, was not Quite 
Let was tried at the Old Bailey m September 1753, not by the Chief Justin here alluded 
.0, (who however tried another cause on the same day,) but before Su William Moreton 
Recorder , ami she wjls acquitted, _not m consequence of any favourable summing 
up or the Judge but because the Prosecutrix, Mary Walthow, could not 
Sfre hefprapeS^! ta counterpane, a silver spoon, two napkins, &c,] 

Bet does not apppr to have lived at that time in a very style • for she 

for her ready furnished room m Meard’s Court, Dean Streetf Soho, from which tW 
articles were alleged to be stolen, only fve skiUm^s a week. * 

**^"''”* the Sessions Paper, to ascertain these 

S [;^Xr. Wilkes mistook the objection of Euphranor to the Theseus of Parrha<?i«i<s 

Vid.PInU.ch. 
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F&rtugai pieces, when, in reality, , the remittance is made not m 
Portugal money,- blit ■■in our specie. Johnson. there not 
a law,.. Sir, against' exporting the current:. coin of the realm?” 
■Wilkes. Yes,^Sir ; but might not the .House of Commons, in 

■ case of real -evident necessity, order our own current co.,m to 
be sent into our .own colonies?” — -Here Johnson,, with that 
quickness of recollection which distinguished him so emineiitiy, 
gave' the Middlesex Fatriot an' admirable .retort, .upon his omii 
ground. “Sure, Sir, you don’t think a resohlion "ofrt/ie Mmse 
of Commons equal to the lam of the landC Wilkes. ' (at once 
perceiving the application) God .forbid,. Sir..” — To hear what 
had been treated with such violence in “ The False Alarm,’'' 
now turned into pleasant repartee,' was extremely agreeabik 

: Johnson went on:— “'Locke observes well, that. a" prohibition 
to export die current coin is impolitick ; for when the balance 
of trade happens to be against a state, the current' coin must be 
exported.’” 

: , Mr. Beauclerk's great library was this season sold in London 
by auction. Mr, .Wilkes said, he wondered, to find in it such a 
numerous collection of sermons : seemi.ng to think 'it strange 
that a gentleman of Mr. Beauclerk’s character in the gay vrorid, 

■ should have chosen to have many co'.mpositions of that kind! 
Johnson. “Why, Sir, you are to consider that .sermons make 
a considerable branch of English, literature ; so that a libra.ry 

. .must be very imperfect if it has not a irameroiis collection of 
sermons:^ and in all collections, Sir, the desire of augmenting" 

p Mr. Wijkes probably -did not kno\v that there is in. ar. .English . sennon t.he mosi 


sta.-jce of discrimination. As it is not generally known, an 
to ,. read ^serrno-Rs, .from which, they may receive real advar 
entertainment, I shall here subjoin it. 


me good circu'Oi." 
ps djspo:se some 
•ooking only fo 


r » yiiuu. it .sa, iiiuecu.,. a mine so- versatste ■■ 

and multiform, appearing m so many shapes, so many postures, so rn.iny ^rrbs sc 

variously apprehended by several eyes and judgeman IS, tha\ it seenieth no Usl t-' 

settle a dear and cermm notion. .-thereof, than to, make ..a portrait of Proteus, or td define 

1 hfr* {irrnrio. nf tl-if fli-'pnncr Jj5r ■ It . 1 ■ ' 


r" r ** . swisiciimes ii is loagect m a sty question 

m a smart answer, in a quirkish reasong.m a shrewd intimation, in cuanmFlvdivLtiro- o • 
cleverly retorting an objection,;: .sometimes- it.' is couched: an, a bold scheme of sneerh a 
tart irony, m a lusty ■hyperbole, Jn a starting .metaphor., in, a plausib.le reconcilineof 
contradictions, or in acute nonsense : sometimes a scenical representation of pe-son? or 
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to the advance in acquisition; 
^ by the continuance of the impetus. 

besides, Sir, (looking at Mr. Wilkes with a placid but sig- 

If sermons with intention 

of making himselt better by them. I hope Mr. Beauclerk 

should be the case 

enough for Dr. Johnson to 
‘‘f J’ ■P*'" should make me a present of his ‘ Lives 

o. Jie I-ocls, as I am a poor patriot, who cannot afford to buy 
taem. ^ jomison seemed to take no notice of this hint : but 
in a httle^while, he called to Mr. Dilly, “Pray, Sir, be so good 
as to send a set of my Lives to Mr. Wilkes, with my compli- 
was accordingly done ; and Mr. Wilkes paid 
.,. T. ^.ohnson a visit, was courteously received, and sat with him 
a long time. 

The co33ipaiiy gradually dropped away. Mr. Diliv himself 
was called down stairs upon business ; I left the roorQ''for some 
time ; when I returned, I was struck with observing Dr. Samuel 
Johnson and John Wilkes, Esq. literally ; for they 

were reclined upon their chairs, with their heads leaning 
airuost close to^each other, and talking earnestly, in a kind of 
confideiiliai whisper, of the personal quarrel between George 
the Second and the King- of Prussia. Such a scene of perfectly 
easy ^ sociality between two such opponents in the war of 
political controversy/, as that which I now beheld, would have 
.been an ■ excellent subject for a picture. Tt' presented to my 


ijungSj II counter.eit speeca, a msnucal look or gesture, passetk for it : sometimes ans 
at! ected simp.icity sometunes a presumptuous blunmess giveth it being : sometimes it 
only *.roin a iaeky iUtiing r^on what is strange : sometimes from a crafty wresting 
obvious .matter to the purpose, Olten it consisteth in one knows not what, and sprineet'h 
up one can aaraly ted now. Its ways are unaccountable, and inexplicable : beintr 
answeraoje to the numberless rovings of fancy, and windings of language. It is in 
sa;>r i, a manner of speaking out of the simple and plain way, (such as reason teaci^eth 
ar;ct provetn thmgs by,)_wuich by a preity^surprising uucouthness in conceit or expression, 
uuiii aUect ano amuse the lancy, stirring in it some wonder, and breeding some delight 
Liereto. it raisetti admiration, as si.^nifying a nimble sagacity of apprehension, a special 
iU.'icity ot invention, a vivacity of spirit, and reach of wit more than vulgar ; it seernin*’’ 
to ai^jue a rare quickness of parts, that one can fetch in remote conceits applicable ; a 
notable .skill, that ne can dextrously accommodate them to the purpose before him ■ 
together with a lively briskness of humour, not apt to damp those sportful dashes of 
iniagniation. (\Wnence in Ai'istotle .such persons are termed dexterous men, and 

eiVroo^oi., men ot facile or versatile manners, who can easily turn themselves to ail things 
or turn ail things to themselves.) It also procureth delight, by gratifying curiosity with 
itsmreness, as semblance of difficulty : (as monsters, not for their beauty, but their raritv ; 
as juggling tricks, not for their use, but their abstruseness, are beheld with pleasure:) 
by diverting the mind from its road of serious thoughts ; by instilling gaiety and airiness 
of spirit ; by provoking to such dispositions of spirit in way of emulation or complaisance ; 
and by seasoning matters, otherwise distasteful or insipid, with an unusual and thence 
'■■gmteiul tao,g."”".' 
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mind the happy days which are foretold in Scripture, when the 
lion shall lie down with the kid.^ 

After this day there was another pretty long internal, during 
which Dr. Johnson and I did not meet. When I mentioned it 
to him with regret, he was pleased to say, “ Then, Sir, let us 
live double.” ' 

About this time it was much the fashion for several ladies to 
have evening assemblies, where the fair sex might participate in 
conversation with literary and ingenious men, animated by a 
desire to please. These societies were denominated .S’&e- 
stocking Clubs, the origin of which title being little knowm, it 
may be worth while to relate it. One of the most eminent 
members of those societies, when they first commenced, was 
Mr. Stillingfleet,^ whose dress was remarkable grave, and in 
particular it was observed, that he wore blue stockings. Such 
was the excellence of his conversation, that his absence was 
felt as s‘o great a loss, that it used to be said, “ We can do 
nothing mthont the blue-sfoch'ngs and thus by degrees the 
title was established. Miss Hannah More has admirably 
described a Blue-stocking Club, in her “ Bas Bleu" a poem 
jn which many of the persons who were most conspicuous there 
are mentioned. 

_ Johnson was prevailed with to come sometimes into these 
circles, and did not think himself too grave even for the livelv 
Miss Monckton (now Countess of Corke) who used to have the 
finest hit of blue at the house of her mother. Lady Galway. 
Her vivacity enchanted the Sage, and they used to talk together 
with all imaginable ease. A singular instance hanpened one 
evening, when she insisted that some of Sterne’s writings were 
very pathetick. Johnson bluntly denied it. “ I am sure (said 
she) they have affected «s.”— “ Why (said Johnson, smiling, 
and rolling himself about, )_ that is, because, dearest, you’re “li 
dunce.” When she sometimes afterwards mentioned’^ this to 
him, he said with equal truth and politeness ; “ Madam, if 1 
had thought so, I certainly should not have said it.” 

Another evening Johnson’s kind indulgence towards me had 
a pretty difficult trial. I had dined at the Duke of hlontrose’s 
with a very agreeable party, and his grace, according to his 
usual custom, had circulated the bottle very freel>. Lord 

1 When I mentioned this to Ae Bishop of Killaloe, “ With the^onf,” said his Lordship 
ng pohtenp and pleasantry of Mr. Wilkes, .and such the 
SMial good humour of the Bishop, tlmt when they dined together at Mr. Dilly's, where I 
also wasj they were mutually agreeable. v ucac i 

Mr. Benjamin StilHngfleet, authour of tracts relating to natural history, &:c. 
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Graham and I went together to Miss Monckton’s, where I 
certainly was m extraordinary spirits, and above all fear or 

awe. In the midst of a great number" of persons' of the lirst 
rank, : amongst whom I recollect with confusion, a, noble lad? 

stately decorum, I placed myself next to Johnson, 
and thmking myself now fully his match, talked to Him in a 
loud and boisterous manner, desirous to let the company know 
. , ow .J. icould contend with Ajax, I particularly, remember 
: pressing, hiin upon ^ the. ¥aiue of the pleasures of the' imaeina- 
an .illustration of my argument, asking him, 

bir, supposing I were to fancy that the -'(naming 

.the most ^charmmg Duchess in his Majesty^s dominions) were 
m love with me, should I not be very happy?”. My friend 
with much address evaded my interrogatories, and kept me as 
quiet as possible ; but it may easily be conceived how he must 
have mit. However, when a few days afterwards i waited 
upon him and made an apology, he behaved with the most 
friendly gentleness. 

While I remained in London this year, Johnson and I dined 
1 several places. I recollect a placid day at Dr. 

Butler s, who had now removed from Derby to Lower Gros- 
venor-street, London ; but of his conversation on that and other 
occasions during this period, I neglected to keep any regular 
record, and shall therefore insert here some miscellaneous 
articles which I find in my Johnsonian notes. 

by what had happened the most ingenious turn I could. 

To THE Honourable Miss Monckton. 

Not that with th’ excellent Montrose 
I had the happiness to dine ; 

Not that I late from table rose, 

From Graham’s wit, from generous wine. 

It was not these alone which led 
On sacred manners to encroach; 

And made me feel what most I dread, 

Johnson’s just frown, and self-reproach. 

But when I enter’d, not abash'd, 

From your bright eyes were shot such rays, 

At once intoxication flash’d, 

And all my frame was in a blaze 1 

But not a brilliant blaze I own. 

Of the dull smoke I’m yet asham’d ; 

I was a dreary ruin grown, 

And not enlighten’d though inflam’d, ’ 

Victim at once to wine and love, 

I hope, Maria, you'll forgive ; 

While X invoke the powers above, 

That henceforth I may wiser live. 

The lady was generously forgiving, returned me an obliging answer, and 1 thus obtained 
an Acs: 0 / Oolivi&nj and took care never to offend again. 
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His disorderly habits, when “ making provision for the day 
that was passing over him,’* appear from the following anecdote, 

^ ' commumcated . to me by Mr. John Nichols the /year 

,1763, a young bookseller, ' who' was an apprentice to, Mr, 

: .Whiston, waited on him with a subscription to bis " Shak- 
■speare ; ’ and observing, that the Doctor made no entry in any 
book of the subscriber’s name, 'ventu,red diffidently to ask, 
whether lie would please to have. the geatiemaii’s address, that 
.it, might be properly inserted in the printed list of subscribers, 
— *,./ shall' print m List of Suhscribers\ ’ , said , Johnson,' ., with 
great abruptness : but almost immediately recollecting diimself, 
added, very complacently, '*Sir, ■ I. have- two very cogent 
,:. .reasons for ■ not printing any list of subscribers one, that 
„ I have lost all the names, — the other, that T have spent ,all the 
' money.’” 

, Johnson could not brook appearing to' be worsted in 
argument, even when he had taken the wrong ■ side, to shew 
the force and dpterity of his talents. 'When, therefore, ' he 
perceived that his opponent gained ground, he had recourse 
to some sudden mode of robust sophistry. Once when I was 
pressing upon him with visible advantage, he stopped me 
thus:— My dear Boswell, let’s have no more of this; youli 
make nothing of it. I’d rather have you whistle a' Scotch 
tune.” 

Care, however, must be taken to distinguish between Johnson 
when he '.‘talked for victory,” and Johnson when he had no 
desire but, to ,inform and illustrate. — “'One of Johnson’s ' 
: principal talents (says an eminent friend of his) ^ was shewn 
in maintaining the wrong side of, an argument, and in a splendid 
..perversion of the truth.— If you could contrive to have his fair 
.opinion on a subject, and without any bias fro,m personal 
prejudice, or from a wish to . be victorious in 'argument, it was 
wisdom itself, not only convincing, but overpowering.” 

He had, however, all his life habituated himself ' to, consider 
conversation as a trial of intellectual vigour' and skill ; and to 
this I think, we may .ventu,re to ascribe that unexampled 
richness and brilliancy which appeared in his own. As a proof 
at once of his eagerness, for colloquial distinction, and his high 
.notion, of this eminent- friend, he once addressed him thus: 

<« xiow have )been several hours together; and you 

have said but one thing for which I envied you,” 

He disliked much all speculative desponding considerations, 

i EXbe late .Right. Hon., William Gerrard Hamilton.— M.J 
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which tended to discourage men from diligence and exertion 
He was in this like Dr. Shaw, the great Mer, who Mr 
Dames Barrington told me, used to sav « T ^ i ' 
man.” Upon being asked by a friend what he should ^ink^ of 
a man who was apt to say est tantv,~- That he’s a s“udM 
iciloWj SiFj (answered Johnson): What would # 4' ^ 
be doing the whUe?” Vhenl mTlowI^dt^^^^^ 
to him ivith indifference of the pursuits which generally enga<re 
muS tro^Me ® enquiring a reason for mkin| so 

on the sSm’of Ufl” 

^ He told me, that he was glad that I had, by General Ogle- 
morpe^s means, become acquainted with Dr. Shebb^re 
gentleman, whatever objections were made to 
him, nad knowledge and abilities much above the class of 
ordmary writers, and deserves to be remembered as a respect- 
able name m literature, were it only for his admirable “Letters 

Angeloni, 

Johnson and Shebbeare,^ were frequently named together as 
havii^ m lotmer reigns had no predilection for the family of 

*e celebrated “ Heroick Epistle to 
Sir William Chambers, introduces them in one line, in a list 
of those who tasted the sweets of his present Majesty‘'s reie:n ” 
Such was Johnson’s candid relish of the merit of that satire 
that he allowed Dr. Goldsmith, as he told me, to read it to him 
from begiiiniiig to end, and did' not refuse his praise to its 
execution. ,, . 

Goldsmith could sometimes take adventurous liberties with 
him, and escape unpunished. Beauclerk told me, that when 
Goldsmith talked of a project for having a third Theatre in 
London solely for the exhibition of new plays, in order to 
deliver authours from the supposed tyranny of managers 
Johnson treated it slightingly, upon which Goldsmith said’ 

Ay, ay, this may be nothing to you, who can now shelter 
yourself behind the corner of a pension;” and Johnson bore 
this with good-humour. 

Johnson praised the Earl of Carlisle’s Poems, which his 
Lordship had published with his name, as not disdaining to be 
a candidate for literary fame. My friend was of opinion, that 
when a man of rank appeared in that character, he deserved to 

■“ King hnd pen.ion.O 
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have his merit handsomely allowed.^ In this I think he was 

. .more liberal than. Mr. ■William 'Whitehe.ads in his Elegy to 
Lord Villiers/' in which, under the pretext of superiour toils, 

■ demanding, ail their care/' he discovers a jealousy of ' the great 

paying their court to the Muses : 

*« — {.Q ijjQ chosen few 

Who ds!,re excel, thy fost’ring aid afford, 

Their, arts, their magick powers, with honours, due 
Exalt j — but be thyself what they record.'* 

^ Johnson^had called twice on the Bishop of Killaioe before 
. his Lordship set out for Ireland, ■ having .missed ' him the first 
, , ■ time. He .said, It would have hung heavy on my heart ■ if 1 
.had .not .seen him. No -man ever paid .more attention to 
another than he has done to me ; ^ and I have neglected him, 
... .not wilfully, but from being otherwise occupied. Ahvays, Sir, 
set a high value on spontaneous kindness. He whose in- 
ciinatioii prompts him to cultivate your friendship of his own 
iiccord, will love you more than one whom you have been 
at pains to attach to you.'' 

3 Men of rank and fortune however should be pretty wdl a.ssured of having a real dasra 
‘•■J pubhclc, as writers, before they venture to stand forth. Dryden 

.iiLja^prejrtce to All for Love, cnus e.\'pres.ses himself ; 

Men CM pleasant conver.yation (an least esteemed so) and endued with a triflini? of 
...nuy, per naps helped out by a smatteiin^ of Latin, are ambiiiou.. to distinguish them- 
selves trom the herd of gentlemen, by their poetry : tnem 

J^artts €nim /t'rmi s£ftsus communis ht ilia. 

Fort-ana. 

And is not this a ^vTetched affectation, not to be contented with %vimt fortune has done for 
with their estates, but tney must cal^ theirwks ir? 
and needlessly e.xpose thctr naKednes.s to puhlick %'it-vv ? Nor consiai-rin'’ that Lev i -e 

lfttertSafte/’i‘h sober men, which they have found from''thViv 

yattertrs after the third bottle ; If a uttle giittenng in discour.‘>e has rjassed them on 

necessity of undeceiving the world? Would a aiaa, who 
f vt "'L® possession of it, would he bring it out of Ids own 

accord to be tried at Westminster? We who wnte, if we want the ca'Srucs vt t h-v- d'e 
excu.se that we ao « for a poor subsistence ; but what can be urged in their dbferice w’^ -V 
cut having the vocation of poverty to scribble, out of mere war.tonnes^ tai:e pidns to’mL4 
^ Horace was certainly in the right where he s;iid, ‘That nu Vmn 
ts ^tisned wub his own condition. A Poet is tiot pleaseti, beoau'^e he is not rich • and the 
because the poets wiil not admit tiiem of their nuruber.’* ' 

* gave me very great pleasure, for there had been oace a prcttv smart aherrat-nr 
between Dr. Barnard and hinr, upon a question, whether a mar.^couid^^ 
after the age of forty-hve ; when Johnson in a hasty humour, expressed hi^'eF h a 
Or Barnard made it the subjit of a cipt of in 

JJcLJ parfectiom from diffoVent mon. xW 

“Johnson shall teach me how to place 
In faire.st light each borrowed grace ; 

From him I’ll learn to write ; 

Cop5r his clear familiar style, 

And by the roughness of his file 
Grow, like kimsci/., paiitc." 

3 know not whether Johnson mter saw the Poem, but I had occasion to find that .< n. 
tiarnard and he knew each other better, their mutual regttrd inSSei “ 



^ Johnson, told;. me, that' he was oncemuch pleased to find 
tiiat,,a carpenter,, ^.who lived - near him, was -very ready to shew 
him some things in his business which he wished to see i ■ It 
Vf as paying (said he) respect to literature.” ' 
l asked him, if he was not dissatisfied with having so small 
. .ash^eof wealth, and none ^ of those distinctions in the state 
wmcli are the objects of ambition. He . had only a pension of 
„ three ,liuiidre,d^ a year. Why was he not in such circumstances 
coach? Why had he not some considerable 
omce?, Johnson. **Sir, I have never complained of the 
world ; nor do I think that I have reason to complain. It is 
rather to ,be , wondered at that I have so much. My pension' is 
more out of the usual course of things than any instance that I 
have kiiOTO. Here, Sir, was a man avowedly no friend to Govern- 
ment at the time, who got a pension without asking for it 
I never courted the great ; they sent for me ; but I think they 
now give me up. 1 hey are satisfied : they have seen enough 
of me.* Upon my observing that I could not believe this ; for 
they must certainly be highly pleased by his conversation ; 
conscious ot his own superiority, he answered, No, Sir ; great 
I-»Grds and great Ladies don’t love to have their mouths 
stopped.” ^ This was very expressive , of the effect which the 
force of his understanding and brilliancy of his fancy could not 
but produce and, to be sure, they must have found them- 
. selves strangely diminished in his company. When I waimiy 
declared how happy I was at all times to hear him Yes, 
Sir, (said he) ; but if you were Lord Chancellor, it would not 
be so ; you would then consider your own dignity.” 

^ Thera was much truth and knowledge of human nature in 
this remark. But certainly one should think, that in whatever 
elevated state of life a man who kniw the value of the 
conversation of Johnson might be placed, though he might 
prudently avoid a situation in which he might appear lessened 
by comparison ; yet he would frequently gratify himself in 
private with the participation of the rich intellectual enter- 
tainment which Johnson could furnish. Strange, however, 
is it, to consider how few of the great sought his society; 
so that if one W'Cre disposed to take occasion for satire on 
that account, very conspicuous objects present themselves. 
His noble friend, Lord Elibank, well observed, that if a great 
man procured an interview with Johnson, and did not wish 
to see him more, it shewed a mere idle curiosity, and a 
wretched want of relish for extraordinary powers of mind. 
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,„,Mrs. Thrale justly and : wittily accounted for ..such conduct by , 
saying, that Johnson's conversation was by much too 
for a person accustomed to obsequiousness, and , flattery; k , 
was mustard tn a young child‘s s mouth / 

One day, when I ^ told him that .I .was a zealous Tory, but 
not enough according to knowledge,” and should be obliged 
to him for ‘‘a reason,” he was so candid, and expressed. himself 
so well, that I begged of him to repeat what he had said, and.' 

1 wrote down as follows ; 

Of Tory AN.D Whig. 

A.wise Tory and a wdse Whig, I believe, will agree. Their 

principles are the same, though their modes of thinking are 
different. A high Tory makes government unintelligible : it 
IS lost in the clouds. A violent Whig makes it impracticable : 
ne IS for allowing so much liberty to every man, that there 
not power enough to govern any man. The prejudice of the 
rory is_ for estaolishment ; The prejudice of the Whlo- is for 
mnovation. A Tory does not wish to give more real cower to 
Government ; but that Government should have more reverence, 
ihen toey differ as to the church. The Tory is not for giving, 
more J.ega! power to the Clergy, but wishes thev should have a 
considerable influence, founded on the opinion of mankind : 
the Whig IS for limiting and watcliing them with a nar-mw 
jealoiisy.” 

^‘To -.Mr. Pe.rkins. 

, ^ However^ ofte.n ,I have seen you, I have hitherto for- 

gotten the note, but! have now sent it: with mv gcMxi wish*'^s 
for the prospericj^ of. you 'and' your partner, ^ of whom from 

iw3uraMy ^ ^ judge .otherwise tlian 

. I am, Sir, 

our- most humble servant, . 

«Juiie2, 1781.” ' JOHXSON,” 

^ out for Scotland, and had 
prornised^ to pay a visit, m my way, as I sometimes did at 
Southill, 111 Bedfordshire, at the hospitable mansion of ’Squire 


I 



pi% the elder '/brotherAof my worthy friends, the booksellers, 
m the Poultry* Dn Johnson ' agreed to-be of the party -thiS' 
year, with Mr. Charles Diiiy and me, and to go and. see Lord 
■Butes; seat ^ at Luton Hoe. He talked little to us m:,, the 
carnage, being chiefly occupied in reading Dr. Watson^s ^ 
second ¥o!ume of » Chemical Essays,^' which he liked .very 
and his own “ Prince of Abyssinia,” on -which he seemed' 
to be'intmtly fixed; having told us, that he had not looked, at 
it since ,it was first published'.' -I happened to take it out of 
Ely. pocket this day, ^ and he seized upon- it with avidity. ■ He 
■pointed' out to^ me the following remarkable passage: ■ “By, 
vrhat means (said the prince) are the Europeans thus powerful j 
or wrhy, since they can so easily visit Asia and - Africa for trade- 
or co,nquests, cannot the Asiaticks and Africans invade their 
coasts, plant colonies^ in their ports, and give laivs to their 
natural princes ? The same wind that carried them back would 
bring us ^thither.'^ — “ They are more powerful, Sir, than we, 
(answered Imlack,) because they are wiser. Knowledge will 
always, predominate over ignorance, as man governs the other 
aiii.mals. But why their knowledge is more, than ours, I know 
not' what reason can be given, but the unsearchable will of the 
S-up'reme Being.” He said, “This, Sir, no man can explain' 


we stopped at Wei win, where I wished much to see, in 
-company with Johnson,, the residence of the. authour of “Night 
-Thoughts,” which, w&s then possessed by his son, Mr. Young. 
Here, some address was requisite, for I was not acquainted with 
Mr. Young, and had I proposed to Dr. J.ohnsoii- that ,we should 
send to him, he would have checked my wish, and perhaps 
been oi^mded. I ' therefore concerted with Mr. Dilly, that I 
should steal away' .from Dr. Johnson and- him, , and. try what 
reception I could procure from Mr. Young.; if unfavourable, 
nothing was to be said"; but if agreeable, I' should return and' 
notify it to them. I hastened, to Mr. Young’s, found he was at 
home, sent in word that a gentleman desired - to wait upon him, 
and was shewn into a parlour, where he - and a young lady, his 
daughter, irere sitting. , He appeared to .be a plain, -civil, .- 
country gentleman;: and when T begged pardon for presuming, 
to trouble him, but that L wished, much to .see his place, if he 

^ Now of Llandaff, one of the poorssi Bishopricks -in this Kingdom. His 

Lordship has written with much zeai to show the propriety of equalizing the revenues of 
Bishops'. _ He has informed us that he has burnt ail his Ghemtcal papers. The friends of 
our excellent constitution, now assailed on every side by innovators and levellers, would 
have less regretted the suppression of bis Lordship’s other writings. 

S' fXhe Fhcenicians and Carthaginians did plant colonies in Europe. — Kearney.] 
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would give me leave; he behaved very courteously, and 
answered, “ By ail means, Sir ; we are just going to drink tea ; 
will you sit down ■ I thanked him, hut said, that Dr. Johnsoo 
had come with me from. London,., and I' must return to the inn 
to drink tea with him ; . that ■ my. name was Boswell, I had 
travelled with him in the Hebrides. “Sir, (said, he,) I should 
think it a great honour, to see Dr. Johnson. here. Will . you. 
allow me to send for ■ him ? ^ . Availing myself of this opening, ■ 
„I said that. would go myself and bring him,' when he. la 
drunk tea; he knew, nothing, of my; calling here." ,. .Having. ■ 
been thus successful,. I 'hastened back to the inn, and informed' 
Dr. Johnson that -Mr... Young, son of Dr. Young, the: autiiour 
.of ‘Night rThoughts,' whom I had just left, desired to. have. the 
honour of seeing^ him at the house where his father lived" 
Dr. Johnson luckily made no enquiry how this invitation had 
arisen, but agreed to go, and when we e-Otered Mr. Youn^-^'s ' 
parlour, he addressed him with a very polite bow, “ Sir, J hacf a 
curiosit}^ to come and see this place. I had the honour to know 
that great man, your father." W e went into the garden, where 
we found a, gravel walk, on each side of w^hiclr was a row of 
trees,^ planted by Dr. I'oung, which formed, a handsome 
Gothickarch; Dr. Johnson called it a line grove. I beheld 
it with reverence. 

We sat some time in the summer-house, on the outside wall 
d which was inscribed, “ Ambidantes in horio audielmnf VGcem 
Ti) and m reference- to a 'brook by which it is situated 

Vtvmdirecte gmprorogat koram,^^ &c. I .said to Mr. Yomid 
that I had been told his .father, was cheerful. ' “Sir, (said he) 
.he, was too .well-bred a man not to be cheerful in company”' 
but he was gloomy when alone. , He never was cheerful after 
,. ,my mothers death., and he ha.d met with many disaDpoiiit- 
.nients.. Dr., Johnson. observed to me afterwards, “That this 


was no favourable account of Dr. 


. . — ■ — — xvuxig, for it is ' not 

becoming in a man to have so .little , acquiescence in the ways 
of Iroyidence, as to be gloomy , because ■ he has not obtained 

as much preferment as he expected ; nor to continue doomy 
for the loss of his wife. Grief has its time.” The last part of 
this censure was theoretically made. Practically, %Ye know that 
gnel for the loss of a wife may be continued very lono' in 
proportion ^ affection has been sincere. No man knew this 
better than Dr. Johnson. 

church, and looked at the monument 

erected by Mr. Young to bis father. Mr. Young mentioned 
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received several thousand 
K^f sT^^f “Universal Passion,” 

, ^ ad lost It m the South-Sea.^ ■ Dr. Johnson' thought this 
must be a mistake ; for he had never seen a subscription-book. 

Upon the road we talked of the uncertainty of profit with 
which authours and booksellers engage in the publication of 
liteiary works. Johnson. “ My judgement I have found is no 
certain rule as to the sale of a book.” Boswell. “ Pray, Sir 
have you been much plagued with authours sending you their 
works to revise?" Johnson. -‘No, Sir; I have been though) 
a sour surly fellow.’ Boswell. “Very lucky for you, Sir,— • 
s'espect.’’ I must however observe, that notwithstandina 
what he now said, which he no doubt imagined at the time to 
' j 7^’ perhaps, no man who more frequently 

yielded to the solicitations even of very obscure authours, to 
read their manuscripts, or more liberally assisted them with 
aavice and correction. ' 

^ ^ He found himself very happy at ^Squire Dilly% where there 
ts alwa}^s abundance of excellent fare, and hearty welcome. 

On Sunday, June 3 , we all went to Southill church, which is 
wry near to Mr. Billy’s house. It being the first Sunday of 
the month, the hojy sacrament was administered, and I staid to 
partake of it When I came afterwards into Dr. Johnson’s 
roooi, he said, “ You did right to stay and receive the com- 
munion ; I had not thought of it.” This seemed to imply that 
he did not choose to approach the altar without a previous 
preparation, as to which good men entertain different opinions, 
some holding that it is irreverent to partake of that ordinance 
'v'^nthout considerable premeditation j others, that whoever is a 
sincere Christian, and in a proper frame of mind to discharge 
any other ritual duty of our religion, may, without scruple, 
discharge this most solemn one. A middle notion I believe to 
be the just one, which is, that communicants need not think a 
long train of preparatory forms indispensably necessary ; but 
neither should they rashly and lightly venture upon so awful 
and mysterious an institution. Christians must judge, each 
for himself, what degree of retirement and self-examination is 
necessary upon each occasion. 

Being in a frame of mind which, I hope for the felicity of 
human nature, many experience, — in fine weather, — at the 

^ I This assertion is disproved by a comparison of dates. The first four satires of 
oung were published in Z725 ; The South -sea scheme (which appears to he meant.) was 

■1720,— M.J..": ' ■ ■ 
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country-house of a friend,— consoled and elevated by pious 
^erases,— I expressed myself with an unrestrained fervour to 
Philosopher, and Fnend ; ” “ My dear Sir, I would 
w h!! ^ good now. I fear God, 

T- ^ to be benevolent 

J.0 all m^kmd. _ He looked at me with a benignant indulgence r 
, but took occasion to give me wise and salutary caution. « Do 

to rW/ws^h«. There is a 
whth m ^ mind between conviction and hypocrisy, of 
which many are unconscious. By trusting to impressioi s 
mm may gradually come to yield to them, and at length be 
subject to them, so as not to be a free agent, or what is the 
^ame thing m effect, to su^^os. that he is Sot aLe agent A 
man who is in that state, should not be suffered to live • if he 
declares he cannot help acting in a particular wav and ic 
irresistiDly impelled, there can be no confidence i/’him, no 

believes himself to be 
impe.led irresimbly; we know that he who says he believes it 
Favourab e impressions at particular moments, as to the 
state of our souls, may be deceitful and dangerous. In geLS 
no man can be sure of his acceptance with God; ^ome J 

/jevealed to them. St. Paul, who wrought 
miiacles, may have had a miracle wrought on himself and niav 
have obtmned supernatural assurance of pardon and mercv 
and beatitude; yet St. Paul, though he expresses stron-loM 

I he opinion of a learned Bishop of our 

sigh?”*' ^ Apostle says, live by faith, not by 

original sin,i in consequence of the fall nf 

, man, , and. of the atonement' made by our Savtoijs a ftoi< ^ " 

conversation which he desired '2 . 

my request, dictated to me as follows: ^ 

admirable acutenes.s\hu?Sreisert£ opp^^ Christian Faith/’ with 

misery, which we find^in this Hfe'* “ accounts for the 

thmk, to us to such a sad stated this for tL ^ Cod, you 

you can allow him to us in k wShot^aLv^fn^Ll : but 
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“ With respect to original sin, the enquiry is not necessary ; 
for whatever is the cause of human corruption, men are evidently 
corrupt, that all the laws of heaven and 
msutticient to restrain them from crimes. 

Whatever difficulty there may be in the conception of 
vicarious punishments, it is an opinion which has had possession 
ot mankind m all ages. There is no nation that has not used 
the practice of sacrifices. Whoever, therefore, denies the pro- 
pnety of vicarious pimishments, holds an opinion which the 
.sentiments and practice of mankind have contradicted, from the 
begiMing of the world. The great sacrifice for the sins of 
mankind was offered at the death of the Messiah, who is called 
in scripture, ‘Ihe Lamb of God, that taketh away the sins of 
, the world. To Judge of the reasonableness of the scheme of 
redemption, it must be considered as necessary to the govern- 
ment ot the universe, that God should make known his perpetual 
and_irreconcileable detestation of moral evil. He might indeed 
punish, and punish only the offenders ; but as the end of 
punishment is not revenge of crimes, but propagation of virtue 
it was more becoming the Divine clemency to find another 
manner of proceeding, less destructive to man, and at least 
equally powerful to promote goodness. The end of punishment 
IS to reclaim and warn. That punishment will both reclaim 
and warn, which shews evidently such abhorrence of sin in GoD, 
as may deter us from it, or strike us with dread of vengeance 
when we have committed it. This is effected by vicarious 
punishment. Nothing could more testify the opposition be- 
tween the nature of God and moral evil, or more amply display 
his justice, to men and angels, to all orders and successions of 
beings, than that it was necessary for the highest and purest 
nature, even for Divinity itself, to pacify the demands of 
vengeance, by a painful death ; of which the natural effect will 
be, that when Justice is appeased, there is a proper place for 
the exei-cise of mercy ; and that such propitiation shall supply, 
in some degree, the imperfections of our obedience, and the 
inefficacy of our repentance: for, obedience and repentance, 
such as we can perform, are still necessary. Our Saviour has 
told us, that he did not come to destroy the law but to fulfill : 
to fulfill the typical law, by the performance of what those types 
had foreshevs-n; and the moral law, by precepts of greater 
purity and higher exaltation.” 

[Here he said, “God bless you with it.” I acknowledged 
myself much obliged to him ; but I begged that he would gcs- 



[Mr. T. F. Palmer was of Queen’s College, 
Mmm of Arts m 1772, and that of S. t! 

Taken from ^Herodotus. 


P took the degree 

B. m 1781. He died on his return from 
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on as to the propitiation being the chief object of our most 
diqtated this one other paragraph.] 

Ihe peculiar doctrine of Christianity is, that of an universal 
sacnfice, ^d perpetual propitiation. Other prophets only pro- 
Ws'jusdce'” threatenings of God. Christ satisfied 

The Reverend Mr. Palmer, ^ Fellow of Queen's College, 
Cambndge, dined with us. He expressed a wish that a better 

provision were made for parish-clerks. Jopinson. '^'Yes Sir a 
pansh-clerk should be a man who is able to make a will 

. y, WTite a letter for anybod};^ in the parish.” 

I mentioned Lord Monboddo’s notion * that the ancient 
E^pti^s, with all their learning, and all their arts, were not 
■only black, but woolly-haired. Mr. Palmer asked how did 

SfS tesT°"‘ mummies ? Dr. Johnson approved 

Although upon most occasions 1 never heard a more strenuous 
advocate for the advantages of wealth than Dr. Johnson, he this 
day, 1 know not from what caprice, took the other side “I 
have not observed (said he) that men of very large fortunes 
■enjoy any thing extraordinary that makes happiness. What has 
the Duke of Bedford? What has the Duke of Devonshire 
The only great instance that I have ever known of the enjov- 
■tnent of wealth was that of Jamaica Dawkins, who goin^ to 
wisit Palmyra, and hearing that the way was infested by robbers, 
hired a troop of Turkish horse to guard him.” ^ 

Dissenting minister, being mentioned he 
And addre^ssing himself to 
Hr. D be glad to see him. Tell 

nim, if hell call on me, and dawdle over a dish of tea in ar 
■afternoon, I shall take it kind.” 

I 1 his unfortunate person, whose full name was THn-n-ift pr-.o-kx. i> i 
•went to Dundee, in Scotland, where he officiated as Bnlmirr, afterwards 

who calJ themseive.s Unita-rians^ from a notion th-a ‘•hev 

'because they deny the mysterious doctrine of the TpiNt-rv worship, oxf Gon, 

^re.at body of the ChristiL Church In mat^ainir A 
of the Godhead: the ‘‘ Trjxhtv i v IX' tn 'IrW 

■Chnrcb humbly adores the D.vtNiTV sis eahibiied in^the hdy"«rrip 1 w..s“ 9 he'T“''- 
iW vainly presumes to comprehend and define the AtjuGH-rv Si}" T'"' 

heated his mind witn politica speculations. beccmesomnrJ ‘ having 

■Constitution, as to compose, publishT S “xv'ellenl 

•seditious and dangerous, that upon being found' -i^uiltv bv 

•m Scotland sentenced him to transportation for fourtLn^ve-ii? ''4 Justiciary 

'gis sentence made by some Members of both HouSYfVu-nlS 
'Houses approved of it by a great inaioritv * and he ; but both 

'oonvicts in New South Wali. ^ ^ ’ d he was conveyed to the settlement for 
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Mr. Smith. Vicar of SouthiU, a very respectable 

drhikS^ “ invitation to us to 

Th^nr^K 1 ^ Dr. Johnson’s very respectful politeness. 

havTSfr^mf^’ changing the scene, he said, “We must 

Ime Mr.. Diily s leave. We camiot go from your ' house ' Sir ' ' 

>\ilh our tisd. I however remember nothing particular, excent 
Mwer Dr. Johnson made with respect to the 

f,?,i mamtarnmg that forgetfulness Zs a man’s 

oj.n fault. To remember and to recollect (said he) are 

not^irh?“^-^'^ recollect what is 

remembi ie“'^ ' ^ is “ Ws mind he may 

occasioned by my leaning back on a chair, 
whxli a little before I had perceived to be broken, and pleading 
forgetfulness as an excuse. “Sir, (said he,) its being broken 
was certainly in your mind.” a 

_ When I observed that a housebreaker was in general very 
timorous Johnson. “No wonder, Sir; he is afraid of being 
shm getting mfo a house, or hanged when he has got out of it.” 

We told us, that he had in one day written six sheets of a 
translation from the French; adding, “I should be glad to see 
I now. I wish that I had copies of all the pamphlets written 
against me, as it is said Pope had. Had I known that I should 
make so much noise in the world, 1 should have been at pains 
to collect tnem. I believe there is hardly a dav in which there 
IS not something about me in the new's-papers.” 

^ On Monday, June 4, we all went to Luton-Hoe, to see Lord 
i^ute s magnificent seat, for which I had obtained a ticket. As 
\ve entered the park, I talked in a high style of my old friend- 
smp wnth Lord Mountstuart, and said, “I shall probably be 
mucli at this place.” The Sage, aware of human -vicissitudes, 
gently checked me: “Don’t you be too sure of that.” He 
made two or three peculiar observations; as when shewn the 
ootanical garden, “ Is not garden a botanical garden?” 

> hen tolCi that there was a shrubbery to the extent of several 
miles ; “ i hat is making a very foolish use of the ground ; a 
little of it is very well.” When it was proposed that we should 
walk on the pleasure-ground ; “ Don’t let us fatigue ourselves. 
Why should we walk there? Here’s a fine tree, let’s get to the 
top of It.” But upon the whole, he was very much pleased. 
He said, “ This is one of the places I do not regret having 
come to see. It is a very stately place, indeed; in the house 
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SraSS'e ”? convenience, nor convenience 

w magnnicence.- The' iibrarj is very splendid ; the dimitv of 

expeSSf 

k-^r- birthday: we dined and 

T?thf ^ in the village of Luton. 

In the evening I put him in mind of his promise to %vn>ir 

fiew’^aufT his celebrated Letter to the Earl of Chester- 

field, and he was at last pleased to comply with this eain^r 
request, by dicmtmg it to me from hismemorjr; for he believed 
that he himself had no copy. There was ar'animated dow Ir. 

b»co,.„,=„.„cn while he tec „c=Jled hi, high-SiSd” ° dij 

Ses^M^hf ^ action in the Court of 

bession, in which I was Counsel. The Society of Froctimto->- 

.x.£li .Si S" * '■““S 

news-paper 

“A correspondent informs us, that the Worshipful Soc-'-ti- rf 
CArW, Cads^s, or TfTeh. 'K 

's'^cces's o"f 

u.-ir ore-mp or an e^ua//y respeaaile Society <o snnK- frvr 

^k?rS\e&?e?dirR^r^^^ “4 

^ inferiour Courts of this Gty, 

“ Should the Worshipful Society be success^?! ^4^;' 
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A majority of, the ^ members of the Society prosecuted Mr.' 
Robertson, the publisher of the paper, for damages ; and the 
first judgement of the whole Court very' wisely dismissed the 
action : Solviftiur ttsu iu missus dbibis^ But b. new 

Ijial or review was granted upon a petition, according to the 
forms in Scotland. This petition I was engaged to answer, and 
Dr. Johnson, with great alacrity, furnished me this evening 'mth 
what follows: ■ 

‘‘‘* All injury is either of the person, the 'fortune, or the fame. 
Now It IS a certain thing, it is proverbially known that a jes/' 
breaks no bones. ^ Ihey have never gained half-a-crown less-' in 
t,Qe whole profession since this mischievous paragraph has 
appeared ; and, as to their reputation, What is their reputation 
but an i!istriime,nt of getting .money ? If, therefore, they have 
tost no money, the ^question upon reputation may be answered 
by a very old position, — De minimis ?zon curat Prceior. ... 

Whether there was, or was not, an animus injuriazidi^ is not 
worth enquiring, if no injuria can be proved. But the truth is, 
there was no^ anmms injuriandi. It was only an animus 
irntand.ij which, happening to . be exercised upon a genm 
irriiabik^ produced unexpected violence of resentment. Their 
irritability arose only from an opinion of their own importance, 
and their delight in their new exaltation. What ■ might have' 
been borne by a Procurator, could not be borne by a '^Solicitor. 
Your Lordships well know, that konores mutant mores. Titles 
and dignities play strongly on'- the' fancy. As a madman is apt: 
.to think himself grown suddenly great, so he that grows sud- 
denly great is apt to bo.rrow a little from the madman. ^ To . co- 
operate with their . resentment would be, to promote their 
phrerizy ; nor is. it possible to guess, to what they-'might 'proceed, 
,.i.f to . the new title of Solicitor should be added the elation of 
victory and triumph. 

v¥e consider your Lordships as the protectors of our rights, 
and the guardians of our virtues ;, but believe it not included in 
your high office, that you should flatter our - vices, or solace our 
vanity; and, as vanity only dictates- this prosecution, "it is 
humbiyliopedyourLordshipswiIldismiss.it. 

“If every attempt, however . light or ludicrous, to lessen 
anotheris reputation, is to be punished- 'by a judicial sentence, 
what punishment can be sufficiently severe for him who a.ttempts 
to diminish the reputation of the Supreme Court of Justice, by 

* Mr. Robertson altered this word to jocavdiy he having found in Blackstone that to 

i’rriiate is actionable. : 



reclaiming upon a cause already determined, without a 

^ of the question? Does it not imply hoc 

that the Judges mil change their opinion ? Is not uLwtain 
inconstancy m the highest degree disreputable to a Com- 
Does It not suppose, that the former judgemLt 
y not lessen the confidence 
lU It not be said, tha.t /us es^ aut inco^nitum 
wul not the consequence be drawn, misera est 
not the rules of action be obscure ? Will not h- 
himself wrong to-day, hope that the Courts ot 

to-morrow? Surely, my Lords, these' 


was temerarious: 
of the publick ? 

le whO' .'knows'' 

if Justice will think 

uangerous tendency, which the Solicitors,' as'menTeSedlnlh/ 
law, should have foreseen and avoided. ■ It was natur^'’ for 
Ignorant printer to appeal from the Lord OrdbSI- but from 
awyers the descendants of lawyers, who hate jirlcSedT 

years, and have now raised themselves to 

thfrfvSncrdS'to f expected, that they should know 

“ 4 J a judicial determination ; and, havin.cr been 

once dismissed, should sit down in silence.” o - 

I am ashamed to mention, that the Court, by a oliiraiitv nf 

yoices, without having a single additional ci cumst£ce Sori 
r judgement, made a sSuf matmr of 

?tht adjudged Mr. Robertson to pay 

•Q tile bouet> five pounds ^sterling money) and cost« of Xrt 

On Tuesday, June 5, Johnson was to .return to Londoii 'He 

yas_ veiy pleasant at breakfast ; I mentioned a friend of n-iS 
lavmg resolved never to marry a pretty woman John 
Sir, .It IS a very foolish .resolution to resolve not ■ to marrv ' 
iret y woman. Beauty is of itself very estimable. No Sir I 
muld prefer a pretty woman, unless there are objection^to 
. r. A pietty W'oman may be foolish ; a pretty w'ornan mav bo 
'icked ; a pretty woman may not like me. But there is no" sue'' 
anger m manymg a pretty woman as is apprehended ■ The ^ 

■I,: persecS A pre« y 

.an'„;ofh»; »aX“fsa“!;‘ ““ fi»<l > '»«»■■ «-4- 

nghshman, I should wish all the Scotch gentlemen should" ho 
lusted in Erigl^d; Scotland would become a provice 
auld spend all their rents in England.” This ifS Sblect of 
uch consequence, and much delicacy. The advantage^ of an 
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English education is unquestionably very great to Scotch 

gentleiiien of talents and ambition ; and regular visits to. Scot- 
land,, and^ perhaps, other means, might be effectually used to 
prevent them from being totally estranged ' from their native 
country, , .any more than a Cumberland or Northumber- 
land gentleman., who has been educated in the South of 
aiigiand. , , I , own, indeed, that it is no small misfortune for 
, Scotch gentlemen, who have neither talents nor ambition, to be 
, eouc^ed in England, where they may be perhaps distinguished, 

„ only by , a nick-name, lavish their fortune in giving expensive " 
■ emertainments^to^those who laugh at them, and saunter .about, 
as m,ere idle ^ insignificant ' hangers-on even upon the foolish 
great ^ when,, if they had been judiciously brought. up at hom.e, 
they might have been comfortable and creditable members' of 
society. ■ 

At Sheflbrd I had another affectionate parting from my 
revered friend, who ’was taken up by the .Bedford coach and 
carried ^ to the metropolis. I went with Messrs. “Dilly to see , 
some friends at Bedford ; dined with the officers of the ■ militia 
of the county, and next day proceeded on my journey. 

''To Bennet Langton,. Esq. ■ 

**DEAR'SIR, 

“ How ’ivelcome your account of yourself and your in- 
vitation to your new house was to me, I. .need not tell you, who 
consider our friendship not only as formed by choice, but as 
matured by time. We have been now long enough acquainted 
to have many images in common, and therefore to have a 
source of conversation which neither the learning nor the wit 
of a new companion can supply. 

My Lives are now published ; and if you will tell me 
whither i shall send them, that they may come to you, I will 
take care that you shall not be without them. 

'' You will, perhaps, be glad to hear, that Mrs. Thrale is dis- 
incumbered of her brewhouse ; and that it seemed to the pur- 
chaser so far from an evil, that he was content to give for it ari 
hundred and thirty-five thousand pounds. Is the nation 
rained ? 

'' Please to make my respectful compliments to Lady Rothes, 
and keep me in the memory of all the little dear family, particu- 
larly Mrs. Jane. I am, Sir, 

'‘Your affectionate humble servant, 

** Bolt court, Jane 16, 1781.'® “SaM. JOHlsJSON.*^ 
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K clmrity to the poor was uniform and extensive 

both from mclmanon and principle. He not only bestS 

uin i r m difficult as 

blder^Thirhe ffil -T proper objects 

TO,^- judiciously as well as humanelv Mr 

Philip Metcalte tells me, that when he has asked him for some 

wW^Tifr P®''®?®® distress, and Mr. Metcalfe has offered 

sayb/ taking lest 
saymg, _ No, no. Sir ; we must not pamper them ” 

exiSrT Sir Joshua Reynolds's 

S5S afte Ms note fhich was found among his 

“ndesty presented 

p™te,, md aniabie “ ‘ 


SIR Joshua Reykolds. 

1 before yesterday that I 

splendid benefaction. To a hand so liberal k 
hope nobody will envy the power of acquiring. ' 
J Your obliged and most humbL 


oeen forced to 
no fault on 
: hy j ohnson, OR rccs 


jynoids, 


jKSYN 


ranon, such 
you to belit 


pr«sea<t state. Manj 
■niaay are not' sa.Sc 
s e’V'ery where to b« 


■r notion.^ seen^ 
icveioped and 
smoother and 


very curious work. 


■at servant^ 

Johnson. 



They have^ never been out of mj hands, nor have I " ever .been 
at home without seeing yon; for, to see. a man so skilful in the 
antiquities of my country, is an opportunity of improvement 
.not ,williog,iy to be missed. ' , 

“ Your .notes on Alfred'^ appear to me very judicious and 
accurate, but they are too few. Many things familiar to you, 
are unknown to me, and to most others; and you must not 
thmk^. too favourably of your readers; by supposing them 
knowing^ you will .leave them ignorant.. Measure of land, and 
value of .money, it is of great importance to state with .care. 
Had the Saxons any ' gold coin ? 

I have much curiosity after the manners and transactions 
of the middle ages, but have wanted either diligence or oppor- 
tu.aity, or both. You, Sir, have great opportunities, and I wish 
you both diligence and success. 

I am, Sir, &c. 

“Sam. Johnson.” 


The following curious anecdote I insert in Dr. Burney*s own 
words. “ Dr. Burney related to Dr. Johnson the partiality 
which liis writings had excited in a friend of Dr. Burney^s, the 
late Mr. Bewley, well known in Norfolk by the name of the 
Fhlmopker of Massingkam : who, from the Ramblers and Plan 
of his Dictionary, and long before the authouf s fame was 
established by the Dictionary itself, or any other work, had 
conceived such a reverence for him, that he earnestly begged 
Dr. Burney to give him the cover of the first letter he had 
received from him, as a relick of so estimable a writer. This 
was in: ly'SS* . In' 1760, when Dr. Burney visited Dr. Johnson 
at the Temple in llondon, where he had then Chambers, he 
happened to arrive there before he was 'up ; 'and being shewn 
into the room where he was to breakfast, finding himseif alone, 
he examined the contents of the apartment, to try whether he 
could undiscovered steal any thing to send to his friend Bewley, 
as another relick of the admirable Dr. Johnson. But finding 
nothing better to his purpose, he cut some bristles off his 
hearthbroom, and enclosed them in a letter to his country 
enthusiast, who received .. them ' with .due reverence. The 
Doctor was so sensible of the honour done him by a man of 
genius and science, to whom he was an utter stranger, that he 

The Win of King Alfred, alluded to in this letter, from t^e original Saxon, in the 
Eibrasy of Mr. Astle, has beer printed at the expence of the University of Oxford. 
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said to Dr. Burney, ‘Sir, there is no man possessed of the 
smallest portion of modesty, but must be flattered with the 
admiration of such a man. I’ll give him a set of my Lives, if 
lie will do me the honour to accept of them.’ In this he kept 
his word; and Dr. Burney had not only the pleasure of 
gratifying his fnend with a present more worthy of his 
acceptance than the segment from the hearth-broom, but 
soon after introducing him to Dr. Johnson himself in Bolt- 
cour^ wim whom he had the satisfaction of conversing a 
considerable time, not a fortnight before his death; which 
happened in St. Martm’s-street, during his visit to Dr. Burnev 
m the house where the great Sir Isaac Newton had lived and 
Giea before. 

In one of his little memorandum-books is the followinu 
minute : 

Stre^ham*' ^ summer-house at 

“After innumerable resolutions formed and neglected I 
thit hither, to plan a life of greater diligence, in hope 

that I may yet be useful, and be daily better prepared to 
appear before my Creator and my Judge, from whose infinite 
mercy I humbly call for assistance and support, 

My purpose is, 

sight hours every day in some serious employment. 

unn^fhTff Fayed, I purpose to employ the next six weeks 
upon the Italian language, for my settled study.” 

¥■ moments of 

solitude, and how spirited are his resolutions for the improve- 

inelegant literature, at a verj^adranced 
penod of life, and when afflicted with many complaints 
In autumn he went to 0.vford, Birmingham, Lichfield, and 
Ashbourne, for which very good reasons might be given in the 
conjectural yet positive manner of writers, who are proud to 
acpount for^ every event which they relate. He himself, how- 
says, The motives of my journey I hardly know • I 
t year, and am not 1 . 


ever. 


omitted It last year, and am not willing to miss it a.oam/^ ^ But 

some good considerations arise, amongst which ra the kind'v 
recollection of Mr. Hector, surgeon of Birmingham. “ Hector 
IS likewise an old ^end, the only companion of my childhood 
hat passed through the school with me. We have always 
loved one anoth^; perhaps we may be made better by some 
serious conversation, of which however I have no distincAope.” 

, , .-1 Prayers Meditations, p. 201. 
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L Pl^ce, I hope to shew 

^^^quent attendance on pubHck worship.” 
r J no^ with him during the rest of this year was, 

‘ r.,,r ,-■ scanty, and all on my side. I wrote him 

bfriMines- ”to John,) the member 

acquaintance; and informed him in another, 

/i’lre'ys ' *" '** again been affected with alarming symptoms 

.• ' '5 plaints increased, and the history of his life 

',‘f l^han a mournful recital of the variations 

iidst of which, however, it will appear 
:he powers of his ■ mind were ■ in no 


rorii 


■ee impaired 


, . , "1 sir aown to answer your letter on the same day in 
which I received it, and am pleased that ,my first letter of the 
year is to you. No man ought to be at ease while he know^s 
himself m the wrong • and I have not satisfied myself 'with my 
long silence. The letter relating to Mr. Sinclair however, was, 
I believe, never brought. 

^ ** !M.y health has been tottering this last year : and I can 
■give no very laudable account of my time. I am always hoping 
to do better than I have ever hitherto done. 

Journey to Ashbourne and Staffordshire was not 
pieasaiitj for what enjoyment has a sick man visiting the 
sick ?— Shall we ever have another- frolick like our lourney to 
the Flebrides ? 

^ I hope that dear Mrs. Boswell will surmount her complaints; 
in losing her you will lose your anchor, and be tost, without 
stability, by the weaves of life.^ I wish both her and you very 
many years, and very happy. 

“ For some months past I have been so withdrawn from the 
world, that I can send you nothing particular. All your 
friends, however, are well, and will be glad of your return to 
London. ^ //' ' b'; 

am, dear Sir, ' ^ 

** Your’s most afTectionately, 

Sam. Johnson/* 

** January 5, 1783.” 

i Tile truth of this has been proved by sad experience 
[Mrs. Boswell died June 4, i789.~M.3 



The Life of Dr, Johnson 

a time when he was less able than he had one 
to sustein a shock, he was suddenly deprived of Mi 
, which event he thus communicated to Dr. Lawrence 
R, 

^as last night eminentl- 
J died this morning. The man who layin Xe sami 

got up and tried to mak. 


• Oill aOOUt 46, Ct)MM£fi' 

B. M.a,y he hiavs iiiercii 


>ii.nson s 3.rl0ctiona.te regard i 
neriiory with the following pa 

Condemn'd to Hope's delusive 
« As on we toil from day to day, 
Ly sudden^ blast or. slow decline 
Our soda] comforts drop awpy. 
Weii try’d through many a vandi 
. See Leveit to tlie grave dek-t 
Ufficious, innocent, sincersj 
Of every friendless mmeVoefri 
Yet still he iills adection's eve. 
Obscurely %vjse, and coarselv ki 
i>or, letter'd arrogance, de*nf 
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Where hopeless Anguish pour’d his groan, 

And lonely; Want retir’d to die.^ 

No summons mock’d by chill delay, 

_ No petty gains disdain’d by pride ; 

The modest wants of every day ■ 

The toil of every day supply’d. 

His^ virtues walk’d their narrow round, , 

Nor made a pause, or left a void ; 

And ^ sure the eternal Master found 
His single talent 'vvell employ’d. 

The busy day, the peaceful night, . . 

, Unfelt, uncounted, glided by ; ' 

His irame v/as firm, his powers w''ere bright, 

Though now his eightieth year was nigh. 

Then, with no throbs of fiery pain. 

No ■ cold gradations of decay, 

Death broke at once the vital chain, 

And freed his soul the nearest way.’’ 

^ In one of Johiison=*s registers of this year, there '■ occurs the 
ioliowing curious , passage : Jan. 20. ■ The Ministry is dis- 
solved. 1 prayed' wkli Francis, and gave thanks/^ 2 15,^3 

beeri. the subject of discussion, whether there are two -distinct 
l^rticulars mentioned here ? Or that we are to understand 
the giving, of thanks to be in consequence of the dissolution ' of 
the Ministry ? In support of- the last of these conjectures- 
may oe urged his mean opinion of that Ministry, which has 
frequently appeared in the course of this work ; and it is 
strongly confirmed by what he said on' the subject to Mr. 
Seward I am glad the ministry is removed. Such a bunch 
of imbecility never disgraced a country. If they sent a mes- 
senger into the City to, take up a printer, the messenger vras 
taken up instead of the printer, and committed hy the sittin'g:- 
Alderman. If Aey sent one army to the relief of another, the:; 
first ^ army was defeated and taken before, the second arrived. 

I vnii not say that what they did was- always wrong ; but it was- 
always done at a wrong tirne.^^' 

'*To Mrs. Strahan. 

“ DEAR , Mxm 4 .M, 

. , ■ ^ , “ Mrs. Williams shewed' me j^our kind letter. This- 

,, ,, little habitation is now but .a melancholy place, clouded with 
tae gloom of disease and death. Of the four inmates, one has' 

i Johoson TepeaEed this line to me thus ■ 

“ And Labour steals an hour to die.’* '' 

'But' he afterwards altered it to the present riding. . 

; 2 Pxayers aad Meditations,, p. , 209. ' 
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been suddenly snatched away; two are oppressed by very 

tried yesterday to gain 
some rehef by a third bleeding, from a disorder which has^for 
better distressed me, and I think myself to-day much 

^ am glad, dem Madam, that you are so far recovered as 
* go to bath. Let me once more entreat you to stay till 
jour health is not only obtained, but confirmed. Your for- 
tune IS such as that no moderate expence deserves your care • 

ISlrJr 't". I Mieva, doe. no^ reg^Jd™ ! 

much deserted but complaint is useless. I hope God will 
bless >mu, and I desire you to form the same wish for me 
I am, dear Madam, me. 

“ Your most humble servant, 

«Feb. 4, 1782.” “ Johnson." 

“To Edmond Malone, Eso 

“sir, 

“I HAVE for many weeks been so much out of order, that 
I have gone out only in a coach to Mrs. Thrale’s, where l ean 

S-e It iSilrthTl ‘ ® f "“l therefore, 

take It amiss, that I am not with you and Dr. Farmer I hone 

hereafter to see you often. lam, Sir, e- t nope 

“ Your most humble servant, 

■“ Feb. 27, 17S2. “Sam. Johnson.” 

To THE Same. 

“ DEAR SIR, 

“ I HOPE I grow better, and shall soon be able to enk™ 
the kindness of my friends. I think this wild adheLce^tJ 

oSr T n"® “"f ‘^^•'^Htable than the obstinate defence S 
Ossian. In Ossian there is a national pride, which may be 
forgiven, though it cannot be applauded. In Chatterton Ee is 

the subject of ofatterW^fOTgeo^'*SS°™?^^r^OT”o? pamphlets on 

attnbmed to Thomas Rowley, Mo Thomi 

apjspred aoout three months afterwards : and Mr. XyrwhiitT “ 

of hzs Appendix, m the summer of the same Year ^ ® 

posture nothing but ‘Uhe resolution to Salirwhat W im- 

ftowever, as this fiction was, and wild Se f 

greatly exceeded in 1795 and the followine ve-ir W fhiitz&rtQn, both were 

the pertinacity of one of its 

bulky volume, of which the direct and manifest objec? was ^ 

certain papers attributed to Shakspeare, after the fabSVr of authenticity of 

pubhckly acknowledged the imposture ~M ] of the spurious trash had 



^^oining out me resomtion to say, again, what has once been said 

1 aiBj .'oitj ' 

, ' “ Your humble servant, 

“March 2,1782.” "SaM. JOHNSON." 

>^egard which Dr. Johnson 

entertained for Mr. Malone, who the more he is known is the 

more highly valued. It is much to be regretted that Johnson 
was _prevented^ from sharing the elegant hospitality of that 
gentleman s table, at which he would in every respect have 
been fully gratified. Mr. Malone, who has so ably succeeded 
him as an Editor of Shakspeare, has, in his Preface, done 
great and Just honour to Jolinson^s memory. 

“To Mrs. Lucy Porter, in Lichfield. 

“dear madam, 

“ I WENT away from Lichfield ill, and have had a trouble- 
some time with my breath; for some weeks I have been dis-* 
ordered by a cold, of which I could not get the violence abated, 
till I had been let blood three times. I have not, however 
been so bad but that I could have written, and am sorry that I 
neglected it. ^ ^ ■ 

My dwelling is but melancholy; both Williams, and 
Desmouims, and ^myself, are very sickly: Frank is not well ; 
and^poor Levett died in his bed the other day, by a sudden 
stroke ; I suppose not one minute passed between health and 
death': so uncertain are human thinac. 
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To THE Same. 

... " dear madam, . 

‘‘ last was but a dull letter, and I know not that this 
will be much more cheerful I am, however, willing to write 

because you are desirous to hear from me. ’ 

“ My disorder has now begun its ninth week, for it is not yet 
I was last Thursday blooded for the fourth time, and 
have since found myself much relieved, but l am veiy tender 
and easily hurt I so that since we parted I have had but little 
comfort, but I hope that the spring will recover me; and that 
in the summer I shall see Lichfield again, for I will not delay 

my visit another year to the end of autumn. 

“ I have, by advertising, found poor Mr. Levett’s brothers in 
Yorkshire, who will take the little he has left; it is but little, 
yet it will be welcome, for I believe they are of very low 
condition. ‘ 

“ To be sick, and to see nothing but sickness and death, is 
out a gloomy state ; but I hope better times, even in this world 
linll come, and whatever this world may with-hold or give, we 
shad be happy in a better state. Pray for me, my dear Lucy. 

• xMake my compliments to Mrs. Cobb, and Miss Adey, and 
.my old friend, Hetty Bailey, and to all the Lichfield ladies. I 
am, dear Madam, 

“ Yours affectionately, 

u “Sam. Johnson.” 

Bolt*court, Fleet -street, 

“ March 19, 1782.’' 

On the day on which this letter was written, he thus feelingly 
mentions his respected friend, and physician, Dr. Lawrence 
i oor Lawrence has almost lost the sense of hearing : and I 
have lost the conversation of a learned, intelligent, and com- 
municative companion, and a friend whom long familiarity has 
much endeared. Lawrence is one of the best men whom I 
nave known.— ^ Mosfrum omnium mmrere Deusy^'^ ^ 

“ It was Dr. Johnson’s custom when he wrote to Dr. Lawrence 
concerning his own health, to use the Latin language. l' have 
been favoured by Miss Lawrence with one of these letters as a 
specimen : 

T. Lawrencio. Medico, S. 

“NovuxM/ni-w, nova tussis, nova spirandi diffimltas, not>am 
^angumis fmsmnem suadent, quam iamen ie inconsulto nolitp 

, " I ■ Prayers and : Medications, p. 207/^ ■ ^ ^ 
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fkiz. Ad te venire vixpssum, nec est cur ad me venias. Licere 

dedm-er^ * , & tmperatur nuncio Holderum ad me 

Mans Caimdzs^ 1782. 

■^(^stquam tu discesseris^ quo me vertam?^^^ . 

Captain Langton,^ in Rochester., 

' , ^|DEA,R . 'SIRj 

“It is now long since we saw one another : and, whatever 
nas bem the reason, neither you have written to me, nor I to 

cen;inK f friendship die away by negligence and silence, is 
certainly not wise. It is voluntarily to throw away one of the 
greatest comforts of this weary pilgrimage, of which when it is, 
as it must be, taken finally away, he that travels on alone, will 
wonder how his esteem could be so little. Do not forget me • 

It is pleasing in the silence 
of sohtude to think, that there is one at least, however distant 
of whose benevolence there is little doubt, and whom there is 

yet nope of seeing again. 

- time we parted, the history is mourn- 

ful The spring of last year deprived me of Thrale, a man 
whose eye for fifteen years had scarcely been turned upon me 
but with respect or tenderness ; for such another friend, the ’ 

general course of human things will not suffer man to hope. I 

I Mr., Holder, in the Strand, Dr. Johnson’s apothecary. ■ 

-- Soon after the above letter, Dr. Lawence left London, but not before the oalsv barf 
made so great a progress as to render him unable to yrritl for himself. The ?MlowW 
are extracts from letters addressed by Dr. Johnson to one of his daughters • 

will eaply believe with what gladness I read that you had heard once airain 
tha voice to which we have all so often delighted to attend, kay you oftS £ i? If 
we had his mind, and his tongue, we could spare the rest. ■ ^ ^ 

“ I am not vigorous, but much better than when dear Dr. Lawrence held my pulse the 
last time. Be so kind as to let me knovy, from one little interval to another, th? site of 

me 10 forg J 

I am much delighted even with the sniall advances ■ which- dear Dr. ,Lawence makes 
towardsrecovery. If we could have again but his mind, and- his. tongue in his mind,' and 
hiSTight hand, we should not much lament the rest. I should not de.spair- of helping the 
swehed hanu by electricitj’’, if it were frequently and diligently supplie<l. 

^ ■ , Let me know,,, from .time to time whatever , happens and I hope I need not teil vou 
how' much I am interested m every change. Aug. 26, 1782.” 

“ Though the account with which you favoured me in your last letter could not mve 
me the pleasure that I wished,, yet I was glad to receive it for my affection to my dear 
friend makes me desirous , of knowing his state, whatever it be. I beg, therefore,, that vou ' 
..continue to--Iet me know,, from time to time, all that .you observe. ■ ■ - 

“ Many fits of severe mness. have, for about three months past, forced mv kind 
physician often upon my mind. 1 am now better ; and hope gratitude, as well as distress 
can he a motive to remembrance. Bolt-court, Fleet-street, Feb. 4, 1783." 

^ 3 Mr. Langton being at this time on duty at Rochester, he is addressed by his military 
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passed the Summer at Streatham, but there was no Thrale ; 
and having idled away the summer with a weakly body and 

.. neglected mind, I made a journey to Staiibrdsliire. on. the edge 
o. winter. The season -was dreary, I -was sickly, and found the 
friends sickly whom;! wentto,-see. ■ After a sorrowful ..sojoiiriL 
, 1 returned to, a. habitation possessed for the present by two sick 
women, where my dear old friend, Mr. Levett, to whom as he 
used to tell me, I owe your acquaintance, died a few weeks a«*o 
, suddenly passed not, I be.!ieve, a miniite 

. between ..health and death. At night, ■ as at .Mrs. Tlirale^s I was 
musing in my chamber, I thought with uncommon earnestness, 
thathowever I might alter my mode of life, or whithersoever I 
might remove, I would endeavour to retain Levett-. abo.ut me V 
m me morning my servant brought me word that . Levett m^as 
called to another state, a state for which, I think, he was nod 
unpreparec, for he was very useful to the poor. • How much ■' 
soever I valuea him, I now wish that I had valued. him ' mored^ 

, .1 have myself been ill more than eight weeks of a disorder, 
from wnich, at the expence of about fifty ounces of ' blood ' I 
nope i am now recovering. 

\ ou, dear Sir, have, I hope, a more cheerful scene ; you 
see George fond of his book, and the pretty misses airy and 
lively, witn my own little Jenny equal to the best: and in 
, whatCTCr can contribute to your quiet or pleasure, you have 
Lady Rothes ready to, concur. May whatever vou enjoy of 
good be increased, and whatever you suffer' of evil be 
diminished. I am, dear Sir, ^ 

“ Your humble servant. 

» Bolt-conrt, Fieet-street, “ ^ 

To Mr. .'Hector, in Birmingkaiii.^ 

‘dDEAR SIR, 

that you and dear Mrs. Careless S vvill be glad to hear sSme 
account of me. I performed the journey toTondon with Sy 

“ i prized Qvery hour that went by, 

Beyond ail that had pleas’d me bef&'*e * 
now they are gone and I sigh, ’ ’ 

9 4 ' i that I. prized, them no more. fioswELt! ^ 

•* A part of this letter having been torn ofT T Invi* fb *.4 . ’ 

® vS?p and beginnings of 
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my habitation, where I 
SiPPrfnf il*-health, and, of consequence, very little 

^ nere I got a complaint by a cold which has hung eight weeks 

o^ HonH*"’ ^ ^^Pence of fifty ounces 

o* blood, not yet free, I am afraid I must once more owe my 

ImSm seems' to make no advances 

_ .!>i 3 cli is my health, which will, I hope, soon grow better. ' 
^ii other respects ^ I have no reason to ■■ complain. I know 

fhfiff T generally commended 

than, the Lives of the. Poets ; and have found the world . willing' 
enough to , caress me, if my health had invited m.e to he in much 
company ; and this season I have been almost wholly employed 
' in nursing myself. ■ j j 

Wmen sunmier comes I hope to see you again, and will not 
put off my visit to the end of the year. I have lived so long in 
JLondon,.. that I did not remember the difference of seasons. ■ : 

Your health, when I saw you, was much improved. You 
wiu be prudent enough not to put it in danger. I hope, " when 
we meet again, shall congratulate each other upon, fair 
prospects of longer life; though what are the pleasures of the 
longest life, when placed in comparison with a happy death ? 

I am, dear Sir, 

*‘Your’s most affectionately, 

1 ■' -Hr , L “Sam. Tohnson/’ ■ 

Loncton, March 21, 1*782.” 

'To THE Same.' ■ ' 

IJ'Fifkfiiei a date^ hut supposed to he 

, . (^-bout this iinieA 

“DEAR SIR, 

*‘^That you and dear Mrs. Careless should .have care' or ■■ 
curiosity about my health, gi\’'es .me that pleasure which 'every 
man feels from finding himself not forgotten. ' In age we feel 
again that love of our .native place and our early- friends, which 
in the bustle or aniiisemeiits of "middle life, were overborne and ' 
suspended. You. and' I should now naturally" cling to one 
another I we have outlived .most of those who could pretend 
to rival us in each other's kindness. In our walk through life 
we have dropped our companions, and are now to pick up 
such as chance may offer us, or to travel on alone. You, indeed, 
have a sister, with whom you can' divide the day; I have no 
natural friend left; but' Providence, has '.been pleased to pre- 
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; .serve, me, from, neglect ; I have not. wanted, such alleviations o.f 
life as friendship could ' supply. My health has been, from,., my 
.twentieth year,\such as has seldom afforded ...me, a. .single, day of 
,' .ease; but .it is- at .least not worse ; and 1 sometimes make myself 
..believe that it is better. ' My disorders are, 'however, still 
sufficiently oppressive. 

.1 think of seeing Staffordshire again this autumn, and intend 
„ to. find my. way .through Birmingham, where I hope to see you 
and dear Mrs. Careless well ■ I am, Sir, 

“ Your affectionate .friend, ... ' 

^hSAM. JOIINSOiC.” 

■, I WTOte to him at different dates; regretted that I cou.ld not 
:Com,e to London this spring, but hoped we should meet some- 
.. where iii^the summer; mentioned the state of my affairs, .and 
, suggested hopes of some preferment; iiiforiiied .him, that as " 
^‘The Beauties of Johnson'’ had been published in *Londori, 
some obscure scribbler had published at Edinburgh, what he 
, , called The Deformities of Johnson.” 

‘‘To James Boswell, Esq. 

“dear sir, 

The. pleasure which we used to receive from each' other 
V on Good*Friday and Easter-day, we must be this year content 
, .. to miss. Let us, however, pray for „each, other, and hope to see 
,Gne another -yet from time to time with .mutual delipht. M? 
.disorder has been a cold, wrhich impeded the organs of re- 
.; .spiration,. and .kept .me many w’-eeks in a state of' great uiieasi- 
ness; but, by repeated phlebotomy, it is now .relieved ; and next 
„. to the., recovery, of Mrs. Boswell, I flatter myself, that vou wdl 
... rejoice at mine. ,, , . " 

“What we shall do. in the summei*, it is yet. too early to con- 
, sider. Yo.u want to know what you shall do now: i do 
think this time of bustle 'and confusion^ like' to prodime anC 
advamage to you. Every man has those to reward and gratify 
who have contributed 'to his advancem.ent. To come hithex 
with such expectations' at thc'expeiice of borrowed money, which 
I find, you know not where to borrow, can hardly, be considered 
prudent I am sorry to find, what your solicitations seem to 
imply, that you have already gone the whole length of vour 
credit This is to set the quiet of your whole life at haLd 
it you anticipate your inheritance, you can at last inherit nothing ■ 

1 lOn th.pi««Img day the Ministry had been changed—M.J 
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all that you receive must pay for the past. You must get a 

placej or pine^m penury, with the empty name of a great estate, 

■■ Fovert^ my' dear friend, is so great an evil, and' pregnant with: 
so much temptation, and so much misery, that I cannot but 
, earnestly enjoin, you to avoid it Live on what you have '; live 
If you on less ; do not borrow either for vanity or pleasure ; 
e vanity will end in shame, and the pleasure in' regret : stay 
home, till you have saved money for your journey 

, *The Beauties of Johnson^ are said to- have got money to, 

' t ‘ Deformities ’ have the same success,, I 

. siiail „be still a ,m,ore extensive benefactor. 

“Make my compliments to Mrs.' Boswell, who is I hope re- 
conciled to me ; and to the young people whom I never have 
offended. : 

“You never told me the success of your plea against the 
bolicitors. I am, dear Sir, 

“ Your most affectionate, 

5«T j ^ ^ ■ “Sam. Johnson.” 

“London, March 28, 1782.’’ 

Notwithstanding his afflicted state of body and mind this 
year, the following correspondence affords a proof not only of 
his benevolence and conscientious readiness to relieve a good 
man/rom errour, but by his cloathing one of the sentiments 
m his “Rambler” in different language, not inferiour to that . 
of the original, shews his extraordinary command of clear and 
forcible expression. 

Amlergyman at Bath wrote to him, that - in “ The Morning 
Chronicle,” a passage in “The Beauties of Johnson,” article 
Death, had been pointed out as supposed by some readers to 
recommend suicide, the words being, “To die is the fate of man; ' 
■but to: die with lingering anguish is generally his folly;” and 
respectfully suggesting to him, that such an erroneous notion of 
any sentence in the writings of an acknowledged, friend of 
religion and virtue, should not pass uncontradicted, 

Johnson thus answered the clergyman's letter ; 


“.To THE Reverend Mr. 


AT Bath. 


“ Being now in the country in a state of recovery, as I hope, 
from a very oppressive disorder, I cannot neglect the acknow- 
ledgement,, pf.; your,, Ghrm^^ .'The '.book called * The- , 



422 The Life of Dr. Johnson 

Beauties of Johnson/ is the production of I know not whom ; I 
never saw it but by casual inspection, and considered myself as 
utterly disengaged from' its consequences. Of the passage you 
imention,' I xemember some notice in some paper ; but knowing 
that it: must be misrepresented, I thought of it no more, nor do 
';..I know* where to find it in my own books. I am accustomed 
to think little of news-papers; but an opinion so weighty and 
. serious as yours has determined me to do, what I should without 
your seasonable admonition, have 'omitted: and I will direct my 
thought , to , be' shewn in its true state.^ .If' I could find the 
, pass,age I would' direct you to it , I suppose the tenour is this :~ 
‘Acute ■ diseases are the .immediate and inevitable strokes of 
' Heaven; but of them the pain is short, and 'the conclusion 
speedy chronical disorders, by which we are suspended : in . 
tedious torture betvreen life and death, are' commonly the effect 
of our own misconduct and intemperance. To die, — This, 

Sir, you see is all true and ail blameless. ■ I hope some time in 
:. the next week to have all rectified. My health has been, . lately 
much shaken ; if you favour me mth any answer, it \ri!! be a 
comfort to me to know that I have your prayers. . 

■ , ' ‘T am, &c.'. ' 

“Sam.' Johnson,” 

«May 15, 17S2.” 

This letter, as might be expected, had its full effect, and 'the .' 
■clergyman acknowledged it in.grateful and pious terms. ^ ' .. ' 

The following letters ^ require no extracts from mine to in- 
troduce them. 


.“To James.. Bo.swe'LL, Esq. 


‘ D.EAR SIR, 


“The earnestnes-s and tenderness of yom letter is such, 
that I cannot think myself she's\hng it more respect than it claims, 
by sitting down to answer it the day on which I received it. 

^ “This year has afflicted me with a very irksome and severe 
disorder. My respiration has been much impeded, and much 

J What follows, appeared in the Morning Chronicle of Mav 29, 173-3. A correspond- 
ent haying mentioned, in the Morning Chronicle of December 13, the last clause of the 
following paragraph, as seeming to favour suicide ; we are requested to print the whole 
,:., passag.e, that its true meaning may appear, „ which is not to recommend suicide but exercise. " 

Exercise cannot secure us from that dissolution to which we are decreed ;but while aie 
pul and body continue united, it can make the ascociadon pleasing, and give probable 
hopes that tney shall be disjoined by an easy separation. It was a principle among the 
;. an bents, ,,£bgt acute diseases are from Heaven, and chronical from ourselves ; the dart of 
death, ^ indeed, falls from Heaven, but we poison it by our own misconduct : to die is the 
fate of man-;, but: to 'die with lingering angjiish is generaliy his folly.** 

^ The correspondence may be seen at length in the Gentleman’s Magazine, Feb, 1786 
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blood has been taken away . ■ ,1 am now harassed by a catarrhoiis 
cough, from which, my purpose is to' seek relief by^ change of 
air p and I : am, therefore, preparing to go to Oxford. 

* Whether,. I did right in dissuading you from coming to 
London this spring, I will not determine.' You have not lost 
much by missing ^my company ; I have scarcely been well for a' 
single week, , I might have received comfort' from your kindness ; 
but you would have seen me afflicted,' and, perhaps, found me 
...peevish,' .Whatever might .have been. your pleasure or mine,' I 
know,, not how I could have honestly advised you 'tG' Come 
hither with borrowed money. Do not accustom yourself to 
consider debt only, as an inconvenience ; you will find it a 
calaiiiity. Poverty takes away so many means of doing good, 
and produces so much inability to resist evil, both natural and 
moral, that it is by all virtuous means to be avoided. Consider 
a man whose fortune is very narrow; whatever be his rank by 
birth, or whatever his reputation by intellectual excellence, what 
can he do? or what evil can he prevent? That he cannot help 
the needy is evident ; he has nothing to spare. But, perhaps, 
his advice or admonition may be usefi^J. His poverty will 
destroy his influence : many more can find that he is ''poor, 
than that he is wise ; and few will reverence the understanding 
that' is of so little advantage to its owner. I say nothing of the 
personal wretchedness of a debtor, which, however, has passed 
into a proverb. Of riches it is not necessary to write the 
praise. Let it, however, be remembered, that he who has 
money to spare, has it always in his power to benefit others ; 
and of such power a good man must always be desirous. 

I am pleased with, your account of Easter.^ We shall meet, 
I hope in Autumn, both well and both cheerful; and part each 
the better for the other’s company. 

Make my compliments to Mrs. Boswell, and to the young 
charmers. ' 

I am, &c. .' ' 

‘‘Sam. Johnson.” 

London,, June. 3, 1782.” 

“To Mr. Perkins. 

“dear sir, 

“I AM much pleased that you are going a very long 
journey, which may by proper conduct restore your health and 
prolong your life. 

1 Which 1 celebrated in the Church-of-England chapel at Edinburgh, founded by Lord 
Chief Baron Smith, of respectable and pious memory.- : 
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“ Observe these rules : 

■■ “i. Turn all earC' Out of .your' head as soon ,as you moimt 

the chaise, 

“ 2. Do not think about frugality ; .yourliealth is worth, more 

■ .than it can cost, ■ 

3. Do not continue .any day^s journey to fatigue. ' 

. *‘4, Take now .and then a day’s rest ' 

5. Get a smart sea sickness, if you can. 

6, Cast away .all anxiety, and keep your mmd easy, 

■ ' “This last direction is the principal;,' with an unquiet mind, 
neither exercise, nor diet, nor physick, can be of in,ucii use. 

I wish you, dear Sir, a prosperous .journey, and a happy, .. 
recovery. l am, dear Sir,' 

“ Your .most affectionate, humble servant, 

“'Sam. JoHNso,Nd^ 

“July.2S, 17S2.” 

:, -‘‘To James Boswell, Esq. 

“dsae sir, 

“Being uncertain whether I should have any cal! this 
autumn into the country, I did not immediately answer your ' 
kind letter. I have no. call ; but if you desire to meet me at 
Ashbourne, I believe I can come thither ; if you had' rather 
come to London, I can stay at Streatham : 'take .your choice. 

“This year has been ■ve.ry h.ea\7. . From the middle of 
January^ to the middle of June I was battered by one disorder 
after another ! I am now very, much recovered, and hope still 
to, be better. , What ■ happiness it is that M,rs. Boswell' has 

■ escaped. 

, ■ “My 'Lives’- are reprinting,, and I„ have forgotten the 

■ authour , of Gray’s character :write. immediately, and it may be 
perhaps yet inserted, 

“Of London or Ashbourne '-you have your free choice; at 
any place I shall be glad to see you. I am, dear Sir, 

■; “ Yours, 

,, , „ : “'Sam. Johnson.” 

•^August 24, 1 7S2,” 

On the 30th of August, I informed him that my honoured 
father had died that morning ; a complaint under %vhich he had 
long laboured, having suddenly come to a crisis, while I was 
upon a visit at the seat of Sir Charles Preston, from v?hence 
I had hastened the day before, upon receiving a letter by express. 

,, The Reve.Tend Mr., Temple : .Vicar 'of.. St. Gltivias, Com wall 
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'“'To James Boswell, Esq. 

“ dear SIR, , ■ 

^ “I have Struggled , through this year with so much 
mnrmity .of body, .and such strong impressions of the fragility 
of iile, that death, whenever it appears, fills me with meian- 
ciioly; and I cannot hear without emotion, of the . removal of 

any one, whom , I have known, into another state. 

, . “ \ our - father’s death had every circumstance that could 
.enable ’you to bea'r it.; it was at a -mature age, and it was 
expected and as his general life had been pious, his ^ thoughts 
, had doubtless tor many years past been turned upon eternity. 
X hat you did not find him sensible must doubtless' grieve you* 
his disposition towards ^you was undoubtedly that of a kind,' 

■ though not of a fond lather. Kindness, at least actual, is" in 
our power, but fondness is not ; and if by negligence or imprud- 
ence yo.u^ had extinguished his fondness, he could not at will 
re.kin.dle it. Nothing then rem.ained between 'you' but mutual 
forgiveness of each other’s faults, and mutual desire of each 
other’s happiness. 

^ shall long to know his final disposition of his fortune. 
You, dear Sir, have now a new station, and have therefore 
new cares, and new employments. Life, as Cowley seems to 
say, ought to resemble a well-ordered poem; of which one rule 
generally received is, that the exordium should be .simple, and 
should promise little. Begin your new course of life with the 
least shew, and the least expence possible ; you may at pleasure 
encrease both, but you cannot easily diminish them. Do not 
think your estate your own, while any man can call upon you 
for money which you cannot pay; therefore, begin with 
timorous parsimony. Let it be your first care not to be in any 
man’s debt. 

“ When the thoughts are extended to a future state, the 
present life seems hardly worthy of all those principles of 
conduct, and maxims of prudence, which one generation of 
men has transmitted to another ; but upon a closer view, when 
it is perceived how much evil is produced, and how much good 
IS impeded by embarrassment and distress, and how little 
room the expedients of poverty leave for the exercise of virtue, 
it grows manifest that the boundless importance of the next 
life enforces some attention to the interest of this. 

“Be kind to the old servants, and secure the kindness of 
the agents and factors; do not disgust them by asperity, or 
imwelcome gaiety, or apparent suspicion. From them you 
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Hiust learn the real state of your affairs, the characters of your 
: „ tenants, and the. value of your lands. 

“ Make my compliments to Mrs. Boswel! ; I think her 
.. expectations "from air and exercise are the best that she can 
..form.,: .1 hope '.she will- live' .long and happily. 

^ “ I forgot whether I told you that Rasay has been here ; we 
dined cheerfully together, I entertained lately a young gentle- 
, man -from. Corrichatachin. 

“ I received your letters only this morning. I am, dear Sir, 

Yours', &c. 

“Sam., I'oHNSOK'f'* 

, **Xondon, Sept, 7, 17S2.” 

, , ^„In answer to my next letter, I received one from him,' 
dissuading me from hastening to him as I had proposed ; what 
.is proper for publication is the following paragraph, equaily itist 
. and tender: 

, “ One expence, however, I would not have you to spare ; let 

, .nothing be omitted that can preserve Mrs. Boswell, though it 
„ should be necessary to transplant her for a time into a softer 
' climate. .She is the prop and stay of your life. How much ' 
.must your children suffer by losing her.” 

, My .wife was, now so much convinced of his ' sincere friend- 
, : ship, for me, and regard for her, that, without any suggestion on 
. nny part, she wrote him a very polite and grateful letter. ' 

, ., , “Dr. Johnson to Mrs. Boswell. 

*‘dear lady, 

'^M^'HAVe not often received so, much pleasure as from 
your invitation to Auchinieck. The journey thither and back 
is, indeed, too great for the latter part of the year; but if my 
health were fully recovered, I would suffer no little hear and 
cold, nor a wet or a rough road to keep me from you. I am 
indeed, not without hope of seeing Auchinieck again ; but to 
make it_^a pleasant place I must see its lady well, and brisk, and 
airy. For my sake, therefore, among many greater reasons, 

. .take, care, dear .Madam, .of, your health, spare no expence, and 
want no attendance that can procure ease, or preserve it. Be 
very careful to keep your mind quiet ; and’ do not think it too 
much to give an account of your recovery to, IMadam, 

“Yours, drc. 

e * CM ''Sam, Johnson.” 

“London, Sept 7, 1782, ' 
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“To James Boswell, Esq. 

®^I>EAR SIR, 

' Having passed almost.' this whole year in a succession 
of disorders,. I went in^ October to Brighthelmstone, . whither I 
Game, in: a state of so much weakness, that I rested four times 
in walkiiig between the inn and the lodging* By ohysick and 
abstinence I .grew better,' and am now reasonably easy,' though 
at a- gi eat ^distance from health. I am ''afraid,, however, that 
health begins, aiter seventy, and long before, to have a meaning 
different from that which it had at thirty, .But it is. culpable to 
..niurmur at the es'tabiished order of the creation, as it is vain to 
oppose it. He that lives, must grow old ;' and he; that would 
rather grow old than die, has God to thank for. the iiifirniities 
ofoldage. 

“ At your long, silence I am rather angry. You do not, since 
now yoii 'are the head of your house, think it worth your while 
to ^ try whether you or your friend can live lon^^er without 
"writing, . nor suspect after so many years of friendship, that 
when I do not write to you, I forget you. Put all such useless 
jealousies out of your head, and disdain to regulate your own 
practice by the practice of another, or by any other principle 
'than the desire of . doing right. 

Your oeconomy, I suppose, begins now to be settled ; your 
expences are adjusted to your revenue, and all your people in 
their proper places. Resolve not to be poor : whatever you 
have, spend less. Poverty is a great enemy to human happi- 
ness ^ it certainly destroys liberty, and it makes some virtues 
impracticable, and others extremely difficult. 

** Let me know the history of your life, since your accession 
to your estate. How many houses, how many cows, how 
much land in your own hand, and what bargains you make 
with your tenants..' ' 

* '. *. ^ '. 

my ‘Lives of the Poets,’ they have printed a new 
edition in octavo, I hear, of three thousand. Did I give a set 
to Lord Hailes ? If I did not, I will do it out of these. What 
did you make of all your copy? 

“ Mrs. Thrale and the three Misses are now for the winter, 
in Argyli-street. Sir Joshua Reynolds has been out of order, 
but is well again ; and. I am, dear Sir,- 

“ Your affectionate humble servant, 

“Sam. Johnson’* 

“London, Dec. 7, 1782/* 
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‘‘To Dr. Samuel Johnson. 

, “Edinborgh,. Dec. . 2o, 1782, 

“dear sir, ' 

■ “ I WAS made happy by your kind letter, which ' gave us the 
agreeable' hopes of seeing you in Scotland again. 

, , .“.I am much .flattered by the concern you are pleased to 
„ take in my recovery. I am better, and . hope to have it in my 
■power. to .convince you by my attention, of how much .-conse- 
■quence I pteem your health tO' the world and to myself. I" 

, remain, Sir, with grateful respect, 

“ Your obliged and obedient servant, 

“Margaret Boswell.^’ 

The death of Mr. Thrale. had made a very material, altera- 
tion .with r€spected_^to Johnson's reception in that family. The 
manly authority., of the husband no longer curbed tiie lively 
,exuberance of the lady ; and as her vanity had been fully 
. gratified, by having the Colossus of Literature attached to .her 
for many years,. she gradually became less assiduous to please 
him. Whether her attachment to him was already divided by 
another object, I am unable to ascertain; but it is plain' that 
Johnson's penetration was alive to her neglect or forced atten- 
, tion ; .for on the 6th of October this year, we find him making a 
, , parting, use of the library" at Streatiiam, and p.roiiotincirig 
,prayer, which he composed on leaving Mr. Thrale's family.^ ’ 

, Almighty God, Father of all mercy, 'help me by thv grace 
.that I may, with. humble and sinc.e.re thankfulness*, remembed' 
the comforts and conveniencies which ,I have enjoyed at this 
■place;.,. and thap I may resign ..them -with .holy. submission ' 
equally trusting m thy protection when Thou givest, and when 
, Thou takest away. . Have mercy upon me, O Lord, have 
mercy upon me. 

“To thy fatherly prote^^^ O Lord, I , cQ,mriiend this 
family. , Bless, guide, and defend them, that tliev mav so pass 
through this world, as finally to enjoy in thy presence ever- 
lasting happiness, .for Jesus Christ's sake, A 'men." 

. One can.not read this .■ prayer, without some eiiiotions not 
very favourable to the lady whose conduct occasioned it. 

In one of his memorandum-books I find “ Sunday, w^ent 
to ^urch at .Streatharn. . Tkmp/a m/ed£x/ mm osmloJ^ - 

He met Mr. Philip Metcalfe often at Sir Joshua Reynolds's, 
and other places, and was a good deal with him at Brighthelm- 

i Prayers and Meditations, p. 214. 
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stone this an tumOj being pleased at once with his excellent 
table . and animated conversation. ■ 'Mr. Metcalfe shewed ' him,'., 
-.great respect, and sent him a' note that he might have the nse 
of his camage_ whenever he pleased Johnson (3d October, ' 
1782) returned this polite answer 1 — **Mr. Johnson is verv; 

, ' m,uch obliged by the hind offer of the carriage, but he has no 
desire; of using. Mr, Metcalfe^s^ carriage, .except ■ when liC' carS' 
have, the, pleasure of^Mr. Metcalfe’s' company. Mr. "Metcalfe '" 
could^ not but be highly pleased that- his ^ company- was thus 
; , valued by Johnson, and he frequently attended ' him in airings. 
They also went together to Chichester, and they visited' Pet- 
' worth, and Cowdry, the venerable seat of the Lords Montacute.^' . 

. Sir, (said Johnson,) I should like to stay here four-and- 
twenty :,hours. ^ We see here how our ancestors lived.” 

1 hat his curiosity vfas still unabated, appears from two letters 
to Mr. John Nichols, of the loth and 20th of October this 
year. In one he says, have looked into your ‘Anecdotes,’;, 
and. you will hardly thank a lover of literary history for telling 
you, that he has been much informed and gratified. I wish you 
would, add your own discoveries and intelligence to those of 
Dn Rawiinson, and undertake the Supplement to Wood. 
Think of it.” In the other, “I wish, Sir, you could obtain 
some fuller information of Jortin, Markiand,, and Thirlby. 
They were three contemporaries of great eminence.” 

“TO 'Sir Joshua Reynolds. 

.“'DEAR, SIR, 

“I HEARD yesterday of your late disorder, .. and should 
think^iil of myself if I had heard, of it without alarm. I heard 
^iikewise of your recovery, which I sincerely wish to be ■ com- 
plete and permanent. Your country has been in danger of 
losing one, of its brightest ornaments, and I- of '. losing one 
of my oldest and kindest friends ; but I hope you will still 
live long, 'for the .honour of the nation: and that more enjoy- 
ment of your elegance, your'' intelligence, and' your benevolence, ■ 
is still reserved for, dear Sir, your most affectionate, &c. 

.“"Sam. Johnson.” 

®‘Brig!ithe.lmsto]Qe,.No'v. 14, 17S2.”' 

'The Re'verend Mr. Wilson having ..dedicated '. to him , his ' 
“Archaeological Dictionary,” that mark of respect was thus 
acknowledged":': 

^ [This venerable mansion has since been totally destroyed by lire. — M.] 
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“To THE Reverend Me. Wilson, Clitheroe, L.-iNC.iSHiRE. 

“ REVEREND SIR, 

“That I have long omitted to return you thanks for the 
honour conferred upon me by your Dedicatiozi, I entreat you 
with great earnestness not to consider as more faulty than it is. 
A very importunate and oppressive disorder has for some time 
debarred^ me from the pleasures, and obstructed cue in the 
duties of life. The esteem and kindness of wise and gc<od 
men js one of the last pleasures which I can be content to 
lose and gratitude to those from whom this pleasure is 
received, is a duty of which I hope never to be reproached 
with the final neglect. I therefore now return \ ou thanks for 
the notice which I have received from you, and vfhich I consider 
as giving to my name not only mere bulk, but more wei'^'ht • 
not only as extending its superficies, buta.s increasing its value’ 
Your book was evidently wanted, and wiii, 1 nope, find its tov 
mto the school, to which, however, I do not mean to coonne 
It I tor no man has so much skill in antient rites and practices 
^ not to want it. As I suppose myself to owe part of you«- 
kindness to my excellent friend, Dr. Patten, he has likewise a 
just dmm to my acknowledgement, which I hope you, Sir, will 
transmit, i here will soon appear a new edition of my Poetical 
Biography; if you will accept of a copy to keep me b 
your mmd, be pleased to let me know how it may be con- 
veniently conveyed to you. This present is small, but’ it is 
given with good will by. Reverend Sir, 

“ Your most, &c. 

^ Sam,. Johnson.*^' 

■.■'“December 31, 1782. ■ ' ^ ^ ;■ 


In 1783, he was more severely afflicted than ever as will 
appear in the course of his correspondence; but still the same 
ardom for literature, the same constant piety, the same kindness 
for ms ^friends, and the same vivacity, both in conversation 
and writing, distinguished him. 

Having given Dr. Johnson a full account of what 1 was 
doing at Auchinleck, and particularly mentioned what I knew 
w’ould please him, — my having brought an old man of eishtv- 
eight from a lonely cottage to a comfortable habitation within 

my enclosures, where he had good neighbours near to him - 

I received an answer in February, of which I extract what 
loliows : 

I am delighted with your account of your activity at 
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Aiichiiileckj and \?ish the.G gentleman whom yoU' have' so ' ' - 
kinaiy,,Temovedj,,, may J long to promote, your prosperity by 

ms prayers. '.You have now 'a new character and new duties : 
think on them and, practise them. 

^ Make, an impartial estimate of your revenue, and whatever 
it ..IS, live upon les.s.. Resolve ' never to be poor. . Frugalit\r' is 
iiot only.. the basis- of quiet, but of beneficence.. No man can 
nelp others that wants help .himself ; we must have ' enough 
beiore we have,, to, spare. 

.Y.I am glad to find that Mrs. Boswell grows '■.well and hope 
that to keep her well, no care nor caution .will, be omitted.' ' 

Ma)t you .long live happily together. ■ ■ ■ 

■ “When you come hither, pray bring with 'you' Baxters . 
Anacreon. I cannot get that edition in London.” ^ 

On' Friday, March 21, having arrived in London the night' ■■ 
oefore, I was glad to find hmi at Mrs. Thrale^s house, in 
s-ppearances of iriendship between them being 
still kept up. I was shewm into his room, and after the first ' ■ 
salutation he saia, I am glad you are come : I am very ill.” 

He looked^ pale,^ and was distressed with a difficulty of 
breathing: but after the common inquiries he assumed his 
usual strong animated style of conversation. Seeing me now 
for the first time as a Laird, or proprietor of land, he began 
thus: “Sir, the superiority of a country-gentleman over the 
people upon his estate is very agreeable : and he who says he 
does not feel it to be agreeable, lies i for it must be agreeable 
to have a casual superiority over those who are by nature equal 
with us.” Bosw^elu “Yet, Sir, we see great proprietors of 
land who prefer living in London.” Johnson. “Why, Sir, 
the pleasure of living in London, the intellectual superiority 
that IS enjoyed there, may counterbalance the other. Besides, 

Sir, a man may prefer the state of the country-gentleman upon 
the whole, and yet there may never be a moment when he is 
willing to make the change, to quit London for it.” He said, 

“It is better to^ have five per cent, out of land, than out of 
money, because it is more secure ; but the readiness of trans- 
fer, and promptness of interest, make many people rather 
choose the funds. Nay, there is another disadvantage belong- 
ing to land, compared with money. A man is not so much 
afraid of being a hard creditor, as of being a hard landlord.” 
Boswell. “Because there is a sort of kindly connection 

^ [Dr. Johnson should seem not to have sought diligently for Baxter’s Anacreon, for J 

^ere are two editions of that book, and they are frequently found in the London Sale- 
Catalogues.— JU. ] 
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between a landlord and his tenants.” Johnson 

many, landlords with' us 'never see their tenants. I 
if a landlord drives >way his tenants, he may, not 
whereas the demand for money h 

■ He . talked with ■ regret ' and i: 
opposition to Government at this 
great .measure to the Revolution, 
voice, having come . nearer to na 
seemed to be fermenting in his' 

is isa/ee here. ^ 

friends who stuck' b 


oecause, 
.others 
!: may always be 

3 'f the . Actions 
joipiited it ill a 
Sir,, (said he, .in a low 
while his old prejudices 
i,) this Hanoverian family 
' Now the Stuarts had 
745. When the right of' 
iOt be re'verence for 


5' mini __ 

They have no friends^, 

-- by them so late as 1 7/! 
the King is not reverenced, there will' 
those appointed by the King,'' 

^ His observation that the present royal family has no friend 
has been too much justified by the very iingratefo,! beliavioi 
of ,ma,ny wno were under great obligations to iiis Maiestv * f 
the .same time there are honourable exceptions ; and the" ver 
next year after this conversation, and ever since, the Kiiio’ h'- 
nad as extensive and generous support as ever was given to 'an 
monarch, and nas had the satisfaction of knowi,ng that he wa 
more and more endeared to his people. 

He repeated |o me his verses on, Mr. Levett, with 
emotion which gave them full effect and then he wLs pleasei 
to say You must be as .much with .me as. you cam ' Yct 
have done me good. You cannot think how much better' 
am., since you came in.” 

H,e^s,ent a message to .acquaint Mrs. Thrale that I wa 
arrived. I had not seen her. since her husband’s death. Shi 
„soon,appeare,d, and favoured me with an invitation to stav tc 
dinner, which I accepted. There .vas no other company bu 
herself and three of her daughters, Dr. Tohnson and L SD 

^ for she iras going tc 

f ^ lohnson before 

of >ny change, imagined all to be a5 
well as formerly. .He was little inclined to talk at dinner and 

rrYh d^vfn." 

seemed revive^ and was again himself. 

TalJnng of conversation, he said, “ There must, in the 

there must be materials j— in the second 
place, there must be a command of words in the third pla c e 
there must be imagination, to place things in such views as they 
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are not commonly seen in;— and in 'the fourth' place/ there 
must. be presence of . mindj and a resolution that' is not to be^ 
overcome .by failures,; this last is an -essential recjuisite for 
want Of it many people do not excel in conversation. Now / 
want it ; I throw up the game -upon losing a ' trick.^^ ' I 
wondered to hear him talk thus of himself, and said, ‘‘I donk 
.know, ^Sir, .how this may be; but I am sure you beat other 
peoples cards out, of their hands.” I doubt whether he heard 
this remark. While he went on' talking triumphantly, I was 
fixed:' in, admiration, and said to Mrs. Thrale/ O, ' for short- 
■hand to take' this down ! Youfil carry it. all ' in your head, 

(said ..she j) a long head is as good -as short-hand.” 

: It has been observed and 'wondered at,' that Mr. Charles Fox 
never, talked with any freedom in the presence of" Dr. Johnson; 
though, it is well known, and I my self -can witness, that his 
conversatio,!! is various, fluent, and exceedingly agreeable. 

, Johnson^s own experi-encej however, of that gentleman’s reserve 
, TOS a sufficient reason for his going on thus : “ Fox never talks 
in private company ; not from any determination not to talk, ' 
but because he has not the first motion. A man who is used 
to the applause of the House of 'Commons, has no wish for 
that of a 'private company. A man accustomed to throw for a 
thousa,nd pounds, if set down to throw for sixpence, would not 
be at the pains to count his dice. Burke’s talk is- 'the ebullition 
of his mind ; he does not talk from a desire of distinction, but 
because his mind, is full.” 

He thus curiously characterised one of our old acquaintance : 
a jg ^ good man, Sir ; but he is a vain man and a 

liar. He/ however, only tells lies of vanity; of victories, for ih- 
stance, in conversation, which never happened.” This alluded 
to a story which I had repeated from that gentleman, to enter- 
tain Johnson with its wild bravado : “This Johnson, Sir, (said 
he,) whom you are all afraid of, will shrink, if you come close 
to him in argument, and roar as loud as he. He once main- 
tained the paradox, that there is no beauty but in utility. * Sir, 

(said I,) w’hat say you to the peacock’s tail, which is one of 
the most beautiful objects in nature, but would have as much 
utility if its feathers w^ere all of one colour.’ He feU ■ what I .. . 

thus produced, and had recourse to his usuaT expedient, 
ridicule; exclaiming, fA peacock has a tail, and a fox has a | 

tail ; ’ and then he burst out into a laugh.— ‘Well, Sir, (said I, f 

with a strong voice, looking him full in the face,) you have • 

unkennelled your fox ; pursue him if you , dare.’ . ■ He had not | 
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a word to say, Sir” — ^Johnson told me, that this was fiction 
: from beginning to end.^ ' 

After musing for some time, he said, “ I wonder how I 
^ should have any enemies; for I ,do harm to . nobody.” Bos- 
well, In the first place, Sir, you %viil be pleased to recollect, 
that you set out with attacking the Scotch ; so you got a whole 
nation for your enemies.”, Johnson. “Why, I ora, that by 
my definition of oals I meant to vex them,” Eoswell. 
“ Pray, Sir, can you trace the cause of your antipathy to the 
Scotch?”. Johnson. “ I cannot, Sir.” Boswell, “bid Mr. 
Sheridan says, it 'was because they sold Charles the First.” 
Johnson. “Then, Sir, old Mr. Sheridan has found out a very 
good rea.son.” 

' Surely .the most obstinate and sulky nationality, the iiiost 
. determined aversion to this great and good mao,, must be 
cured, when he is seen thus playing with one of his prejudices, 

■ of which he candidly admitted that he could not tell the 
: reason. It' was, however, probably owi.iig to his .having had in 

■ 'his view . the worst part of the Scottish nation, the needy 

■ adventurers, many of whom he thought were advanced above 
. their, merits, by means which he did not approve. Had' he in 

■ his.eariy. life been in Scotland, and see.ii the worthy,'SeiisibIe, 

.. and .independent gentlemen, who lived ratioimlly and hospitably 
.:at home, he never could have entertained such, unlavourabie 
and unjust notions of his fellow-subjects. And accordingly we 
.find,., that when he did visit. Scotland, in the latter period of his 

■: life, .he was fully.. sensible of all that it deserved, as I. have 
.'..already po.mted out, when speaking of his “journey to the 
\.. Western ■ Islands.” 

Next day, Saturday, March 22, I found him still at Mrs. 
Thrale’s, but he told me that he was to go to his own house in 
t^le afternoon. He was better, but I perceived he v/as but an 
unruly patient, for Sir Lucas Pepys, who visited him, while I 

J Were 1 to insert all the stories which havejjeen told of contests boldly maintained 
with him,^ ixnapnary victories obtained over him, of reducin^C bii-a to silence, arm of 
mak'ng him own that his antagonist had the better of him in aru'mnent, mv volumes 
would swell to an immoderate sue. One instance, I find, has circulated both In cc - 1 A-r- 
sairon and in print ; that when he would not allow the Scotch writers to tne 

lace Or. Rose, of Chiswick, asserted, that he could name one Scotch writer, whom’ Dr. 
Johnson himself would allow to have written better than any man of the a:?c; and upon 
Johnson, asking who it was, answered, “Lord Bute, when he signed the warrant for 
your pension." Upon which, Johnson, struck with the repartee, acknowled'^ed fhai this 
'Mas true. When i mentioned it to Johnson, “ Sir, (said he,) if Hose said This I of-ve- 
heard it." 

^ J'Hs reflection was very natural m a man of a good heart, who was not conscious, of 
-any ilI-wiII to mankind, though the shai*p saying.s which were son.erime.s produc^U by bis 
discrimmation and vivacity, which he perhaps did not rccolkct, were, I am afraid, too 
' oiten remem oered wita resentment. 



was with him sai4 If you were iraciahk. Sir, 
prescribe for you;’* 

I related to him a remaiic which a respectable friend had 
made to me, upon the then state of Government, when those 
who had been long ■ in , opposition had attained to power, ' as it 
was supposed, against the inclination of the Sovereign. ‘‘ You 
aeed not be^iineasy (said this gentleman) about the King. He 
iaiiglis „ at ti'ieni all j he plays them, one- against another.’’ 
jOENSQNy Don’t think so, .Sir. -The- King is. as much 
oppressed , as , ,a man, can be. If he. plays them, one against 
another, ' he mins riothing.” 

I, had paid ,a visit to General OsTiethorne in the mornin .■■.inti 


I should 


■was , told by .iiim that Dr. Jo„anson saw company on Saturday '- 
evenings, and he would meet me at Johnson’s that night. 
¥V' hen I mentioned this to Johnson, not doubting that it would 
please him, as he had a great' value for 'Oglethorpe, the fretful.- 
ness of ,his disease 'unexpectedly shewed itself; his anger 
suddenly kindled, and he said, with .vehem.ence, “ Did not you 
-tell him,, iiot^to come ? Am I to be kmited in this manner? ” 
i 'Satisfied him that I could not divine that the, visit would not 
be convenient, and that I certainly could' not take it upon me 
of my owTi accord to ,forbid the General 

I found Br.’ Johnson in the evening in Mrs. Williams’s room, 
at tea and coffee with her and Mrs. Desmoulins, who were also 
both, ' ill ; it W"as „a sad scene, and he was not in a very good 
humour. He said of a performance that had lately come out, 

Sir, if you should search all the madhouses in England, you 
’tvouid not find ten men who would write so, and think it 
sense.*’ ■ , ,, 

I was glad when General Oglethorpe’s arrival was announced, 
and we left the ladies. Dr. Johnson attended him in the 
parlour, and was as courteous as ever. The General said, he, 
was busy reading the writers of the middle age. Johnson said 
they ■were very curious. Oglethorpe. The house of commons 
has usurped the power of the nation’s money, and used it 
tyrannically. Government is now carried on by Corrupt influence, 
instead of the inherent right in the King.” Johnson. “Sir, 
the w'ant of inherent right in the King occasions all this dis- 
turbance. What we did at the Revolution was necessary : but 
it broke our constitution.” ^ Oglethorpe. “My father did 
not think it necessary.” 

^ I have, in my Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides,** fully expressed my sentiments 
upon this subject.. The Revolution was necessary ^ but not a subject iox glory \ because is 
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On Sonday, March 23 , 1 breakfasted with Dr. Johnsons' who 
seemed much' relieved,., haying taken, opium the night be'fore.. 
He however protested, against it;' as a remedy that .should be 
.. 'given with the utmost reluctance, and only in extreme B,ecessit.y. 

I mentioned .how commonly it was. used in, Turkey, and, 'that 
therefore it could not be so pernicious as he apprehended. 

. He: grew. warm, and said, “Turks take opium, and Cliristians; 
take opium; but Russell, in'" his .account of,' Aleppo, tells, us,.;, 
that it is,'.as..disgraGefui'iin''"Turkey .to take' too ■ much opium, as ,, 

■ it ' is,, with us , to get- .drunk. , Sir, .it is amazing „how things: are , 
..exaggerated. ..A gentleman . was ' lately telling .in a ^ company.: 
where ■ I was ' present,' that, in France as soon as a man of .fashion' 
".marries, he: takes an -opera, girl into keeping; and this he 
mentioned as a general' custom. ®Pray, S,ir, (said I,), how 
many, opera girls may there be ? ’ He answered, About four- 
score.^ * Well then, Sir, (said I,) you see there can be no more 

■ -than fourscore men of fashion who can , do, this.^ ” 

Mrs. Desmoulins made tea; and she, and I talked before 
.Mm upon a topick which he had once borne patiently from' me 
when we were by ourselves, — his not complaining of the world, 

.. because he was not called to some, great office, nor had attained 
".to .great wealth. ,He flew into a violent' passion, I confess muth 
some Justice, and commanded us to have. done, Nobody,. 
..'(said, he) has a right to talk, in this manner, to bringf before 
a man his own character, and the events of his life, when he 
does not choose it should be done. I , never have sought the 
world; the world was- not-'to.s.eek me. . It. .:is rather wonderful 
that so much has been^'done for m.e. All th,e'co,iiipla.iiits which 
are made of the world '..are 'unjust I . never: knew, . a .man of 
merit neglected: it ■■ was '.generally .. by his own fault that he 
failed of success. A man. may hide his head i:n a hole: he 
may go into the country, and ' publish a book now and then, 
which nobody read's,.' ''and then coiiiplairi he is neglected. 
There is no reason ■ why any person should exert iiimseif for 
a man who has written a good 'book. : . he has not written it for 
any individual • I may -as well make, a present to the postman 
who brings me a letter.. ■ .When ' patro'nage was limited, an 
authour expected to find a Msecenas,. and complained if he did 
not find one. Why should he; complain ? This Maecenas has 


for,,a long .time' bitted the -.generous .feelings of And sow, .when .by the 

benip-nant^effect of time the', present - Royal Family are established in omt ajfeciionsy how 
unwise is it to revive by celebrations the memory of a shocks which it would surely have 
been better that our constitution had not required. 
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Others .as, good as he, or others 'who have got the start' of hm/^ 
.Boswell. , surely. Sir, you will allow that there are men 
of merit .at the. bar,.. who never "get practice.”. ' Johnson.' “ Sir, 
you are . sure , that practice is got from an opinion that the 
■person, employed deserves it best ; so that if a man of merit at' 
the bar does not get' practice, .it is from errour, not. .from 
nojustice. He is not neglected. A horse that is brought to 
market may, not be bought, though, he is a very good horse': 
ou^,ma,t IS from, ignorance, ' not from intention.” . 

1 here was in this discourse much 'novelty, ingenuity,, and 
niscriininatioii, such as is seldom to be found. Yet I cannot 
..help, thinking that men of merit, who have no success in life, 
may be, forgiven for lameniing, if they are not allowed' to 
They may consider it as kard that their merit 
should not have its suitable distinction. Though there is no 
' intentional injustice Jowards them on the part of the world, 
their merit not having been perceived, they may yet repine 
against fortune, or fate, or by whatever name they choose to 
call the supposed mythological power of Destiny, It has, 
however, occurred to me, as a consolatory thought, that men 
of merit should consider thus : — How much harder would it be, 
if the same persons had both all the merit and all the prosperity. 
Would not this be a miserable distribution for the poor dunces ? 
Would men of merit exchange their intellectual superiority, 
and the enjoyments arising from it, for external distinction and 
the pleasures- of wealth? If they would not, let them not envy 
others, who are poor where they are rich, a compensation which 
is made to them. Let them look inwards and be satisfied; 
recollecting with conscious pride what Virgil hnely says of the 
Corycms Senex, and which I have, in another place, ^ with truth 
and sincerity applied' to Mr. Burke : 

Regum (zquabat opes animis,'* 

On the subject of the right employment of wealth, Johnson 
observed, A man cannot make a bad use of his money, so far 
as reprds Society, if he does not hoard it ; for if he either 
spends it or lends it out, Society has the benefit. It is in 
general better to spend money than to give it away; for 
mdustry is more promoted by spending money than by" giving 
It away. A man who spends his money is sure he is doing- 
good with it : he is not so sure when he gives it away. A man 

^ ^ Letter to the People of Scotland against the Attempt to diminish the Number of the 
.'.. Lords, of Session, '..1785. 





The Life of Dr. Johns 


who spends ten thousand a year will do more good than a man 
who spends two thousand and gives,away eight.” 

<■ eveniiig I came to him again. He was somewhat 

tretim from his illness. A gentleman asked him whether he 
had been abroad to^ay.- “ Don’t talk so childishly, (said he.) 
You may as weU ask if I hanged myself to-day.” I mentioned 
politicks. Johnson. “Sir, I’d as soon have a man to break 
my bones as talk to me of public affairs, internal or external. 

, I, li&iv© Jived to,, see things ail as bad as they can be.” 

Haying mentioned his friend, the second Lord Southwell, he 
said, Lord Southwell was the highest-bred man without in- 
solence,, that I ever was in company with ; the most fmiiMed 
i ever saw. Lord Orrery was not dignified ; Lord CiiesterlieM ■ 
was, but he was insolent. Lord * *****,* ^ 

coarse manners, but a man of abilities and information. I 
don t ^say he is a man I would set at the head of a iiatiorn 
though perhaps he^ may be as good as the next Prime Minister 

that comes ; biu he is a man to be at the head of a Club 
I don t say oi^r Clvb ;—for there’s no such Club.” Boswell. 

isu^_ bir, was he not once a factious man?” Johnson “O 
yes, _Su; as factious a fellow as could be found; one who was 
for sinkmg us all into the mob.” Boswell. “ How then. Sir did 
he get into favour with the King ? ” Johnson. “ Because, Sir I 
su^ose he promised the Kingto do whatever the King pleksed.” 

wh^K K ® blundenng speech to Lord sLlburne, 

wh ch has been so often mentioned, and which he really did 
make to him, was only a blunder in emphasis: — ‘I wonder 
they should call your Lordship Malagrida, for Malagrida was 
a very good man ; —meant, I wonder they should use J/a/o- 
as a term of reproach.” ^ Maia 

Soon after this time I had an opportunity of seeing, by means 
of orie of his friends, a proof that his talents, as weH as hi 

..pbligmg, service, .to authours, were ready as ever 

P»»., b^S'e R“4r»d 

.1 ^ ® sentiments as to the false notions of rustick 

an^fw T" '"th his own ; 

and he had mken the trouble not only, to suggest sliah^ 

corrections and variations, but to furnish some linl^^ when he 

w»l ofSe ■“ 


i. ‘’1’ substitution 


” scenes^ where peaceful pleasures sDrin-'- 

Titjfrus, the pn4e of Mantuan swains, mi^ht smg ; 
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found We in the evening, 

read-na with Dr. Brocklesby, whose 

with a'npvf^ S'Od good spirits, supply him 

«th a never-failing source of conversation He mentioned 

of became extremely penurious near 

adeSf of id have been 

BrocH«h?A hfc Sir, (said Dr.' 

BiocUtsby,) his judgement was entire.” Unluckily, however 

iie nienaoned that although he had a fortune of twenty-seven 
tnousand pounds, he denied himself many comforts, from an 
apprehension that he could not afford them. “ Nay, Sir, (cried 
jonnsoi-^)^ when the judgement is so disturbed that a man 

caiiriot count, that is pretty well.” 

Johnson’s sayings, without the 
.on.idlit) of dates, as they have no reference to any particular 

hJLl TW® extends and varies his acquaintance the 

oeucr. 1 His, however, was meant with a just restriction : for 
ne on another occasion said to me, “ Sir, a man may be so much 
01 e\ ery thing, tnat ne is nothing of any thing.” 

^ Raising the wages of day-labourers is wrong: for it does 
rioi make tiiern live better, but only makes them idler, and 
tCieoess is a very bad thing for human nature.” 

“ It is a very good custom to keep a journal for a man’s own 
use ; he may write upon a card a day all that is necessary to be 
written, after he has had experience of life. At first there is a 
great deaf to be bitten, because there is a great deal of novelty ■ 
out w.aen once a man has settled his opinions, there is seldom 
much to be set down.” 

“There is nothing wonderful in the Journal which we see 

Bui obaniied by him, or smitten with his views, 

Shall modern poets court the Mantuan muse? 

1" rom Truth and Nature shall we widely stray. 

Where Fancy leads, or Virgil led the way?” 

* 0/i Afi!nc:o's So-fi/is, in Ccesars bounteous rei^. 

1/ Ttiy/yis found tks golden age again^ 

Musi sleepy bards the flattering d^sam prclonr. 

Mechanick echoes of the Mantuan song? 

From truth and nature shall we widelv stray, 

Where Virgil, not ‘where Fancy, leads the way f ' 

Here we. find Johnson’s poetical and critical powers undiminished. I must however 
obsewc, toat the aids a, gav. to this poem, as to “The Traveller" and “Desermd 
•A.-‘nuho?r th« distinguished merit of 

i [in his Life of Swift, he thus speaks of this Journal : 

/‘ In the midst of his power and his politicks, he kept a journal of his visits, his walks 
ms interviews vvith inmisters, and quarrels with his servant, and transmitted it to Mrs 
Johnson anu Mrs. Uingley, to whom he knew that whatever befcl him was interesting* 
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swn be Witten/” topicks, and it might 

I praised the accuracy of an account-book of a lady whom I 
“Keeping accounts, Sir, is of no use 
3hnm spending his own money, and has nobody to 

1°. account. You won’t eat less beef to-day, because 
down what it cost yesterday.” I mentioned 
^nother lady vvho thought as he did, so that her husband could 
not get her to keep an account of the e.'cpence of the family as 
£r enough that she never exceeded the sum allowed 

her. Johnson. “Sir, it is fit she should keep an account 
because her husband wishes it ; but I do not see its use.” f 

if account has this advantage, that 

It satisfies a man that his money has not been lost or stolen 

written^LTi^f be apt to imagine, were there no 

TOtten state of his expence ; and besides, a calculation o»' 
economy so as not to exceed one’s income, cannot be made 
Ritnout a view of the different articles in figures tLt on^ 

Srf^ S head'd “r”’® particulars less nec^sary than 
he did not attempt to answer. 

acquaintance of ours, whose narratives, which 
found h interesting topicks, were unhappily 

found to be very fabulous ; I mentioned Lord Mansfield’- 
hawng saia to me, “Suppose we believe one Aa// of what he 
tdls ’ Johnson “Ay; but we don’t know M hit f to 

bm Tit ."'® our reverence for him 

fit > conversation.” Boswell. “May we 

not take it as amusing fiction?” Johnson. “Sir the' mis 

breio’b& - as fit 

It IS remarkable, that notwithstanding their congeniality in 

“rf acquainted with a late eminent noble 

Se^^ZoTt ir ''^%^^P^ak of him as a writer, St 
great respect. Johnson, I know not upon what decxrpp 

intellectual character. Talking of him to me one d.ay, he safd, 
SpoSto“«Ur“hLd'^^^ trifle. 

doubted : thiy have, how«“ e? 'oerei Jably 

Of names which he has been used to ^onSS S imnn^onf /requent inentioh 

It may be added. £h.at thi* —i.. i .... 
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It. is wonderfulj Sir, witli hoW' little real superiority of mind 
.men can make an eminent figure in pnblick life.” He expressed 
.himself to the same purpose concerning another law-lord, who, 
It seems, , o.nce ^took a fancy to associate with the .wits of 
Lon.doii ; but with so little success, that Foote said, ** What 
can he mean by coming among us? He is not only dull him- 
self, but trie cause^ of dullness in others.’’ ■ Trying him. hy ■ the 
test. .of. his colloquial powers, Johnson found him very defective. 
.He 'Once. said to. Sir Joshua Reynolds, This man now has been 
ten years . about . town, and has made nothing of it; ’’ meaning 
as a companion.^ He said to me, “I never heard any thing 
from in ^ company that was M all striking; and depend 
.upon it. Sir, it is when you come close to a man in conversation, 
that you discover what his real abilities are : to make a speech 
ki a pnblick assembly is a knack. Now I honour Thurlow, 
bir ; Thurlow is a fine fellow ; he fairly puts his mind to yours.” 

After repeating to him some of his pointed, lively sayings, I 
said, “ It is a pity, Sir, you don’t always remember your own 
good things, that you may have a laugh when you will.” 
Johnson. “Nay, Sir, it is better that I forget them, that I may 
be reminded of them, and have a laugh on their being brought 
to my recollection.” 

When I recalled to him his having said as we sailed up Loch- 
iomond, “ That if he wore any thing fine, it should be very 
fine;” I observed that all his thoughts were upon a great scale. 
Johnson, “ Depend upon it, Sir, every man will have as fine 
a thing as he can get ; as large a diamond for his ring.” Bos- 
well, “Pardon me, Sir: a man of a narrow mind will not 
think of it, a slight trinket will satisfy him : ' ■ 

^ Wee sufferre queat majoris ponder a ge7nma:* ** 

I told him I should send him some “ Essays,” which I had 
written,*^ which I hoped he would be so good as to read, and 
pick out the good ones. Johnson. “ Nay, Sir, send me only 
the good ones ; don’t make pick them.” 

I heard him once say, “ Though the proverb ^Nulhim numen 
abest^ St sit prudentia^^. does not always prove true, we may be 
certain of the converse of it, Nullum numen adest, si sit impru- 
dentlaP 

A Knowing as well as I do wLat precision and elegance of oratory his Lordship can 
display, I cannot btit suspect that his unfavourable appearance in a social circle, which 
drew such animadversions upou him, must be owing to a cold affectation of consequence, 
iTom being reserved and stiff. If at be so, and he might be an agreeable man if he 
would, we cannot be sorry that he misses his aim. 

[Under the title of “ The Hypochondriack.”"— M.} ^ 





Once, when Mr. Seward was going to Bath, and asked his 
commands, he said, “ Tell Dr. Harrington that I wish he would 
publish another volume of the ‘ NugcR antiqtuE ; ’ Mt is a very 
pretty book.” ^ Mr. Seward seconded this wish, and recom- 
mended to Dr. Harrington to dedicate it to Johnson, and take 
tor his motto, what Catullus says to Cornelius Nepos : 


^ , — -namquetu solebas, 

Meas esse.aliquid putare NUGAS.'"' 

^ a small proof of his kindliness and delicacy of feeling, the 
loIlowiBg^circiirnstaLticc may be mentioriGd i On© evening w.hei3. 

we weie in the street together, and I told him I was going to 
sup at Mr. Beauclerk’s, he said, “ Fll go with you.” After havino- 
walked part of the wray, seeming to recollect something, he 
suddenly stopped and said, “ I cannot go, —but Ido not love 
Beauclerk the less.” 


On the frame of his portrait, Mr. Beauclerk had inscril 


* Ingenimn ingens 


Incnito latet hoc sub corpore.” 

After Mr. Beauclerk^s death, when it became Mr. Langtozi^s oro- 
perty, he made the inscription be defeced. Johnson kid 
complacently, was kind in you to take it off;” and 
then ^ after a short pause, added, ^^aiid not unkind in him to 
put It on.” 

He said, * How few of his friends^ houses would a man 
choose to oe at, when he is sick ! ” He mentioned one or two. 
I recollect only Thrale’s. 

He.observed, » There is a wicked inclination in most people 
to suppose an old man decayed in his intellects. If a youn'r^ or 
middle-aged man, when leaving a company, does not recollect 
where he laid his hat, it is nothing; but if the same inattention 
IS discovered m an old man, people will shrug up their 
shoulders, and say, ‘His memory is going.^” 

Whpi I once talked to him of some of the savings which 
every body repeats, but nobody knows where to find, such as 
Qtm Deus vmt perdere, prim denientai; he told me that he 
was once oflered ten guineas to point out from whence 
$nsamvtmus omnes was taken. He could not do it ; but many 

1 It has since appeared. 
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yrars afterwards met with it by chance in Johannes Baptista 

I very sorry that I did not take a note of an eloquent 
argument m which lie maintained that the situation of Prince 
of Wales was the happiest of any person’s in the kingdom, even 

beyond tiiat of the Sovereign. I recollect only — the enjoyment 
of iiopej— the high superiority of rank, without the , anxious 
cjics oi^govenniieiitj and a great degree of power, both from 
natiLrai mSuence widely used, and from the' sanguine expecta- 
tions of those who look for ward, to, the chance of future favour. 

3:r Joshua Reynolds coiiimumcated to me the followin'o^ 
particuiads : " . 

Johnson thought the poems ■ published, as '.translations from ■ 
Ossianphad so little merit, that he said, “Sir, a man 
write such stuff for ever, if he would abandon his mind to it.^' 

.He said, “ A man should pass a part of his time 
laughers^^ by which means any thing ridiculous or particular 
about him. might be presented to his view, and corrected.*’ 

1 The words occur, (as Mr. Bindley observes to me,)in the First Eclosnie of Martuam« 
Be konesto Am ore, &c. 

Id commune malum ; semel insanivimus dmnes. 

With the following elucidation of the other sa>dng — Zfeus (it should rather 
Q^emMMer) vuji.£erder&, pius demetsiat^-^Ur. Boswell was furnished by Mr. Richard 
.How, of Apsley, m Bedfordshire, as communicated to that gentleman by his friend M- 
John .Pitts, late Rector of Great Brickhill, in Buckinghamshire ; ' ** 

“ Pfjrham no scrao of T.,atin wKafj.wf.r K-ac it. .. 


aarnit a word into their compositions, which has not the sanction of the first age. The 
wore is of no authority, either as a verb active or neuter,— After a long search 

for t.h« purpose of -deciding a bet, some gentlemen of Cambridge found it among the 
fragments of Euripides, in what edition I do not recollect, where it is given as a translation 
of a <.ireek Iambic: 

Oi- ©fco? 0eA<fc aTToX^crai, vrptar* aTrof/ipei/au 

Tne above scrap was found in the hand-writing of a suicide of fashion, Sir B. O. some 
years ago, iring on the ta'nle of the room where he had destroyed himself. The suicide 
'Vi’its a m.Ui ol ciassica! acqulrenients : he left no other paper behind him,.” — 

.. . ^ Another, of., these proverbial sayings — ' ' '■ 

Incidit in Scyilam, cupiens vitare Charybdim, 


^ -Quo tendis inertem, 

Rex periture, fugam nescis, lieu! perdite, hescis 
Quern fugias : hostes incurris dum fugis hostem 
Incidis in Scyilam, cupiens vitare Charybdim. 

The authour of this line was first ascertained by Galleottus Martins, who died in 1476 ; 

. as...: iS' observed via AtESAG.tAN A, vol. iii, p, 130, .edit.- 1762.— -For an.. account of Philip ' 
■Gualtier, see Vessius de Post. Latin, p. 254, fol. 1697. 

A line not less frequently quoted than any of the preceding, was suggested for enquiry, 
several years ago, in a Note on The Rape OF Lucrece. " . * : 

Soiamen miseris socios habuisse doloris : — 

But the author of this verse has not, I believe, been discovered.— M.] 
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I observed, he must have been a bold laugher who would have 
ve^ured to tell Dr. Johnson of any of his particularities.^ 
Having observed the vain ostentatious importance of manv 
pople m quoting the authority of Dukes and Lords, as having 
j company,_he said, he went to the other extreme 
and did not mention his authority when he should have done 
It, had It not been that of a Duke or a Lord. 

Dr. Goldsmith once said to Dr. Johnson, that he wished for 
some additional members to the Literary Club, to give it an 
agreeable variety ; for (said he) there can now be nothing 
new among us: we have travelled over one another’s mindsi 
Johnson seemed a little angry, and said, “ Sir, you have not 
travel ed over mind I promise you.” Sir Jos4a, however, 
thought Goldsmith nght; observing, that “ when people have 
lived a great deal together, they know what each of them will 
say _ on every subject. A_ new understanding, therefore, is 
desirable ; bemuse though it may only furnish the same sense 
mth” 4, would have been furnished by those 

a difFerpnf'rrfn^® accustomed to live, yet this sense will have 

tbfn5X « ^ of mucii effect in every 

..tliiDg else as well as in painting. , ' . . ■ 

say that he made it a constant rule to talk 
tLv? sentiment and expression ; bv 

S originally effort became famili^ 

and ^sy. The consequence of this, Sir Joshua observed, was 
Conversation in all companies was such as to 
secure him universal attention, as something above the usual 
colloquial style was expected. 

Johnson had this habit in company, when 
mode was necessary, in order to investigate truth he 

An instance ot this was witnessed bv Sir Joshua Revnolrii 
bov^hv^^ir^*? at an examination of a little blackguard 
^Vekh, the late Westminster JusS 
Welch, who imagined that he w’as exalting himself in Dr 
Johnson’s eyes by using big words, spoke k a manner tSi 
was utterly umnteUigible to the boy; L. Johnson peSvnS 

phraSS'^into^An r 1 changed the^mpoul 
phmseo.ogy into coUoquial language. Sir Joshua Reynolds, 

; gentleness toTSr one fcls enduring with great 

niece of his/riend ChristopL out Hunter, a 

motions, said to him, ■“ Pray, '''Br. Tohnson ^ 

‘‘From,>ad,,>abit,’(he,reSie4.rBoTou 

habits. ’ , .This I wag., told. .by the yoLWi 



n.fV. f T. T . expected from the two men, took 

notice of It to Dr. Johnson, as they walked away by themselves. 
Johnson said, that it was continually the case ; and that he 
was always obliged tQ translate the Justice’s swelling diction, 
(smilmgj so as that his meaning might be understood by the 
vulgar, from whom information was to be obtained. 

bir Joshua once observed to him, that he had talked above 
me capacity of some people with whom they had been in 
company _together. “No matter, Sir, (said Johnson) : they 
consider it as a compliment to be talked to, as if they were 
wiser than they are. So true is this, Sir, that Ba.xter made it 
a rule in every sermon that he preached, to say somethim^ 
tnat was above the capacity of his audience.'' ^ 

Johnson s dexterity in retort, when he seemed to be driven 
to an extremity by his adversary, was very remarkable. Of his 
power in this respect, our common friend, Mr. Windham, of 
Norfolk, has been pleased to furnish me with an eminent 
instance. However unfavourable to Scotland, he uniformly 
gave liberal praise to George Buchanan, as a writer. In a 
conversation concerning the literary merits of the two countries, 
111 which Buchanan was introduced, a Scotchman, imagining 
that on this ground he should have an undoubted triumph 
over him, exclaimed, “ Ah, Dr. Johnson, what would you have 
said of Buchanan, had he been an Englishman Why, 
Sir, (said Johnson, after a little pause,) I should not have said 
of Buchanan, had he been an Englishman, what I will now 
say of him as a Scotchman, — that he was the only man of genius 
his country ever produced.” ^ 

And this brings to my recollection another instance of the 
same nature. I once reminded him that when Dr. Adam Smith 
was expatiating on the beauty of Glasgow, he had cut him short 
by saying, “Pray, Sir, have you ever seen Brentford ? ” and I 
took the liberty to add, “ My dear Sir, surely that was shock- 
ir-g” — “W'hy, then, Sir, (he replied,) you have never seen 
Brentford.” 

Though Ills usual phrase for conversation was talk, yet he 

* a Justness of _ this remark is confirmed by the following, story, for which I am 
muebteu to Loro Lliot : A country Parson,^ who was remarkable for quoting .scraps of 
Latin in hi.s stwmon.Sj having died, one of his parishioners: was asked bow he liked his 
successor; “He is a^very good preacher, (was his answer,) but no laimnK*’ 

^ prompt and sarcastick retort rr>ay not unaptly be compared with Sir Henry 
Vv'ottons celebraiiid answer to a Priest in Italy, who asked him “ Where was your 
religion to he found, before Luther My religion was to be found then, where \^ours 
is not to be found now, in the witten word of God." But Johnson’s admirable reply has 
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made a distinction ; for when he once told me that he dined 

the day before at a friend’s house, with very pretty com- 
pany ; ” and I asked him if there was good conversation, he 
: ..answered, No, .Sir.; we had 'iaik .enough, but no conversation ; 
there was nothing discussed'' 

Talking of the success of the Scotch in London, he imputed 
it in a considerable degree to their spirit of nationality. '' You 
know, Sir, (said he,) that no Scotchman publishes a book, or 
has a play brought upon the stage, but there are five hundred 
people ready to applaud him/’’ 

He gave much praise to his friend, Dr. Burney’s elegant and 
entertaining travels, and told Mr. Seward that be had "them in 
his eye, when writing his ‘‘ Journey to the Western Islands of 
.■Scotland.” 

Such was his sensibility, and so much was he aftected by 
.....path.etick poetrj^j that, w’hen . he was ■ reading .D.r« Beattie’s 
“ Hermit,” in my presence, it brought tears into his eyes/ 

He disapproved much of mingling real facts with fiction. 
On this account he censured a book entitled ''Love and 
..iMad'Oess,” . 

Mr. Hoole told him, he was born In Moorfields, and had 
received part of his early instruction in Grub-street. “ Sir, (said 
Johnson, smiling,) you have been reguiariy educated.” Having 
asked who was his instructor, and Mr. Hoolc having answered^ 
“My uncle, Sir, who was a taylor f Johnson, recollecting himself' 
said, “Sir, I knew him ; we called him the metap.krsicai iaykr. 
He was of a club in Old-street, with me and George Psalmaiiazar, 
and some others : but pray, Sir, ’was he a good' taylor? ” Mr. 
Hooie having answered that he believed he was too mathe- 
matical, and used to draw squares and triangles on his shop- 
board, so^that he did not excel in the cut of a coat;— “I am 
sorry for it, (said Johnson,) for I would have every inan to be 
master of his own business.” 

In pleasant reference to himself and Mr. Hoole, as brother 
authours, he often said, “ Let you and I, Sir, go together, and 
eat a beef-steak in Grub-street” 

Sir William Chambers, that great Architect/^ whose works 
shew a sublimity ^of genius, and who is esteemed by all who 
know him, for his social, hospitable, and generous qualities, 

2 [The pweiaikr p^sage which excited this strong emotion, vras, as I have beard 
from my father, the third stan^ « ’Tis night/ Bos^vell.] 

- Ihe Honourable Horace Walpok, now Earl of Orford, thus bears testimor.v to this 
gentleman s merit as a writer : Mr. Chambers’s ** Treatise on Civil Architecture^’ is the 
exempt from prejudices, that ever was written on that 
science. —Preface to ‘‘ Anecdotes of Painting in Pngiandf 


] 
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mbmitted the manuscript of his Chinese Architecture/ -to 
Dr. Johnson’s perusal. Johnson was much pleased with' it j 
andsaidj “ It .wants no addition nor correction, but a few lines 
■ ■ of mtroduction j’’ which he furnished, and*Sir William adopted.^ 
He ^ said to .Sir William Scott, ■“The age is running mad 
after innoyatioo ; and ail the business of the world is to 
I be done in a new way; men are to be hanged in a- new 

, way; Tyburn itself, is' not safe, from the ..fury of .innovation.’^ 

(, having been .argued that this was an improvement.-— 

“No, Sir, (said he, eagerly,) it is not an improvement; 

, they object, that the old method drew together a number of 

^ spectators. Sir, executions are intended to draw spectators. 

; If they do not draw spectators, they don’t answrer their purpose. 

,j The old method was most satisfactory to all parties ; the pub- 

lick was gratified by a procession ; the criminal was supported 
; by it Why is all this to be swept away?” I perfectly agree 
with Dr. Johnson upon this head, and am persuaded that 
executions now, the solemn procession being discontinued, 
have not nearly the effect which they formerly had. Magistrates 
both in London, and elsewhere, have, I am afraid, in this, had 
^ too much regard to their own ease. 

Of Dr. Hurd, Bishop of Worcester, Johnson said to a 
5 friend,-- Hurdj Sir, is one of a set of men who account for 
every thing systematically ; for instance, it has been a fashion 
to wear scarlet breeches; these men would tell you, that 
I according to causes and effects, no other wear could at that 

; time have been chosen.” He, howwer, said of him at another 

i time to the same gentleman, “'Hurd, Sir, is a man whose 

I acquaintance is a valuable acquisition.” 

! That learned and ingenious Prelate it is well known 

j |)ubiished at one period of his life “Moral and Political 

i Dialogues/’ with a w^oefully . whiggish- cast. Afterwards, ^ his 
Lordship having thought better, came to see his errour, and 
: republished the w^ork with a more constitutional spnrit John- 

I son, how^ever, was unwilling to allow him full credit for his 

political conversion. I remember when his Lordship declined 

1 The introductory lines sjre these : “It is difiicult to avoid praising too Httle or too 
much. The boundless panegyriclcs which have been lavished upon the Chinese learning, 
policy, and arts, shew with what power novelty attracts regard, and bow naturally 
esteem swells into admiration. 

“I am' far from desiring to be numbered among the exaggerators of Chinese excel- 
lence. I consider them as gr-eat, or wise, only in comparison with the nations that 
surround them ; and have no intention to place them in competition either with the 
an dents or with the moderns of this part of the world ; yet they must be allow'ed to 
claini our notice as a distinct and very singular race of men' : as the inhabitants of a 
region divided by its situation from all civilized countries, who have formed their own 
manners, and invented their own arts, without the assistance of example. 
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the, honour, of, being Archbishop of Canterbury’s Johnson said 
^ I am.:flad he did not go to Lambeth ; for, after alb I fear he 
IS a .Whig in ' his' heart.”;, 

Johnsons attention' to precision and clearness in expression 
was very. remarkable. He disapproved of a parenthesis ; and 
I believe m all his voluminous writings, not liaif a dozen of 
them: Will, be found. He never used the phrases fke former and 
ike .having, observed, that they often' occasioned 

obscurity; he therefore ^ contrived to construct Ms, seiite.iices 
so as not to have occasion .for them, and , would even rather 
repeat the „ same words, in order to avoid them. Nothin't^^^^ 

: , more common than to mistake surnames, when we hear them 
carelessly, uttered for the. 'first time, ' To prevent 'this, he .used 
not only .to, pronounce them slowly and distinctly, hut 'to take 
the trouble of., spelling them; a practice ..which !■ have often 
, ., followed, 'a,iid which I wush. were general,. 

. ,^^uch„w^as the^ heat ^ and irritabili.ty of his blood, that not only 
' the 'quick, but scraped, the joints 

oi his fingers with a pen-knife, till they seemed ', quite red and 
raw. 

The heterogeneous composition ' of human nature ' was 
remarkably,, exemplified in Johnson, H,!,s liberality in giviric^ 
Ms money, to persons in distress was extraordinary. Yet' the.re 
lurked about him. a propensity to paltry saving. One day I 
owned to him, that' I was occasionally troubled with a fit' of 
Why, (said he,) so am I 

tell it. He has, now and ...then' borrowed ' a , shilling of nie * 
and .when, I .asked .him'' for it again, , seemed to, be^ rather out of 
humour. A droll little circumstaiice once occurred, : As if he 
meant to reprimand' my .minute,, exactness ' as a ,, creditor, he 
thus addressed me ; — ‘‘ Boswell, knd me sixmncQ—mi fa h 
repaid^' 

This great man s attendon :to small things was ver? remark- ' 
able. As an instance of it, he one day said to me,. “ Sir, 'when ' 
you get Sliver in cha-nge' for a guinea, look carefully at it ; you 
may find somecurious piece of coin.'’ 

Though a stem true-born Englishman^ and fully preiudiced 
against all other nations, he had discernment enoup'h to see 
and candour enough to.- censure, the cold reserve toS common 
among Englishmen .towards strangers: *'Sir, (said hei two 
men of any other .nation who are shewn into a room together 
at a house whem"they are both visitors, will immediately find 
some conversation. But two Englishmen will probably go 
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^ different window, and remain in obstinate silence 
humlnity.” understand the common rights of 

thJ°Ear?"or^K^K ^ «ieal with 

toe Earl of Shelburne, now Marquis of Lansdown as he 

fctSv'ormL“°l ^ nobleman’s 

■■ ' lrnnx«i^/f ' ' uncooimon ..acquisitions of important 

knowledge, however much he might disapprove of othe^r parts 
Ws character, which were widely different from 

^ ^Maurice Morgann, Esq, authour of the very ingenious 

friSdofhkl. Falstaff,”! being I particular 

Tohnsn^f once an opportunity of entertaining 

fc? f , ^^^ycombe, when its Lord was 

ab^nt, and by him I have been favoured with two anecdotes 
One IS not a little to the credit of Johnson’s candour. Mr 
Morgann and he had a dispute pretty late at night, in which 
Johnson w'ould not give up, though he had the wrong side • 

^1 breakfasting-room, Dr. Johnson accosted Mr. 

7 thinking on our dispute last 

t^ight ;~ym mere -m f/ie rigMJ^ ^ 

follows: Johoson, for sport perhaps, or 
n» • conhadiction, eagerly maintained that 

__enick had merit as a writer. Mr. Morgann argued w'ith him 
direcJy, m vain. At length he had recourse to this device. 

whether do you reckon Derrick or 
brnart the oest poet ? Johnson at once felt himself roused ; 
and answered, “ Sir, there is no settling the point of precedency 
oetween a louse and a flea.” ° f 

Once, when checking my boasting too frequently of myself 
m company, he said to me, “ Boswell, vou often vaunt so 
much as to provoke ridicule. You put me in mind of a man 
who was standing in the kitchen of an inn with his back to the 
hre, and thus accosted the person next him, ‘ Do you know 
Sir, who I am?’ ‘No, Sir, (said the other,) I have not that 
advantage. ‘Sir, (said he,) I am the greai Twalmley, who 
invented the New Floodgate Iron.’”® The Bishop of Killaloe 
on my repeating the story to him, defended Twalmley, fay 

I Johnson being asked his opinion of this Essay, answered, ** Why, Sir, we shall have 
the man come ,orth again ; and as he has proved Falstaff to be no coward, he may prove 
Ia.|o to be a ver^? good character. * ^ piove 

having invented, was neither more or 

less than a kind ot box-iron for smoothing linen. 

VOL. II. p 
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observing that he- was entitled/ to the .epithet of for 

Virgil in his group.' of "worthies in the. Elysian fields-— ; .. 

' Hie manzis ob j>atriam pugnamia miine?‘a passi ; ■ , 

mentions 

Inventasaut qui vitam exeduere per artes^ 

■ . lie was pleased to say to me one morning when we were 
left alone in his;, study, Boswell, I think I . am .easier with you 
than . with almost any body.”, ■ ' 

He- would not' allow Mr. David Hume ■ any credit for his 
political principles, though similar to his own ; saying of him, 
*^'Sir,. he was a Tory by chanced^ 

..His acute observation of human life made him rema.rk, . 
*^Sir, there is nothing by which a. man exasperates most 
people more, than by displaying a superior ability of brilliancy, 
in conversation. They seem pleased at the^.. time ; but their 
envy makes them curse him at their hearts.” 

My readers will probably be surprised to hear that the great 
Dr. .Johnson could amuse himself with so slight and playful a 
species of composition as a Charade. I have recovered one 
which he made on .Dr. Barnard, now Lord Bishop of Killaioe ; 
who has been pleased for many years to treat me with so mucii' 
intimacy and social ease, that I may presume .to call him not 
.only my Right ^ Reverend, but my very dear, Friend, I tliere- 
. fore. with peculiar pleasure give to the world 'a. just and elegant 
.compliment: thus paid to his Lordship by Johnson, 

. Charade. ' ' 

. “ Jirst^ shuts out thieves from your house or your room, 

My second^ expresses a Syrian perfume. 

My ^ is a man in whose converse is shar’d 
The strength of a Bar and the sweetne.ss of Nard, ’’^ ' 

Johnson asked Richard Owen Gambridge, Esq. if he had 
read the Spanish translation of Sallust, said to be written by a 
Prince of Spain,- with the assistance of liis tutor, who" is 
professedly the authourof a treatise annexed, on the Pliceiiician 
•language. 

Mr. Cambridge commended the work, particiilaiiy as he 
thought the Translator understood his authour better than is 
commonly the case -with Translators; but said, he was disap- 
■pointed in ■ the purpose. 'for which' he borrowed the book; to 
■ 1 1 Afterwards translated to the. see of Limerick— M.l 

. ® ■ 'S Nard. 4 Barnard. 



A.D. 


^tat. 74 


see whether a Spaniard could be better furnished with in 

countries ToSJn^®’<T ® Antiquaries of any other 
^ very sorry you were not eratifiert 

:'UT Cambridge. “The lanStv?uld 

a«\c been of htJe use, as there is no history existing in that 
Lonpe lo oalance the partial accounts which the^ Roman 
wruers have left us.’ Johjison. “No, Sir. They have not 
oeen /arifm/, they have told their own story, without shame or 
regard to equitable treatment of their injured enemy; they 
o-'r^ ^o j^ompunction, no feeling Tor a Carthaginian.^ \VhyF 
bir, they woula never have borne Virgil’s description of 
^neas s treatment of Dido, if she had not been a Carthaginian.” 

from r communfcations 

f°t? if a beautiful villa on the banks 

ot the lhames, a few miles distant from London, a numerous 
and excellent librarj^, which he accurately knows and reads, a 
choice collection of pictures, which he understands and 
relishes, an_ easy fortune, an amiable family, an extensive 
circle of friends and acquaintance, distinguished by rank, 
fashion, and genius, a literary fame, various, elegant and still 
increasing, colloquial talents rarely to be found, and with all 
these means of happiness, enjoying, w'hen w'ell advanced in 
years, health ana vigour of body, serenity and animation of 
mmo, do not entitle to be addressed fortunate senex ! I know 
not to whom, in any age, that expression could with propriety 
have been used. Long may he live to hear and to feel it ' i 
Johnsons love of little children, which he discovered upon 
all occasions, calling them “pretty dears,” and giving them 
sweetmeats, was an undoubted proof of the real humanity and 
gentleness of his disposition. 

His uncommon kindness to his servants, and serious con- 
m-n,_ not only for their comfort in this world, but their 
.lappiness in the next, was another unquestionable evidence of 
what all, who were intimately acquainted with him. knew to be 
true. , . ■ 

Noi would it be just under this head, to omit the fondness 
which he shewed for animals which he had taken under his 
protection. I never shall forget the indulgence with which 

1 tMr. Cambridge enjoyed all the blessings here enumerated for many years after this 

Jgh^kdryemSt/' vem Twickenbmn, Sept./r7rXrb to 
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he treated Hodge, his cat ; for whom lie himself used to go 
out and buy oysters,dest ' the servants, having that trouble, 
should take a dislike to the poor creature. I am, unluckily, 

• one of those who ■have an antipathy, tO;, a ■ cat, so that I am 
uneasy when in the room mth one; and I own, I frequently 
■ ■suffered a good deal from the presence of this same Hodge. 
■. I ■ recollect him one day scrambling; up 'Dr, Johnson's breast, 
apparently with much satisfaction, while my friend smiling and 
half-whistling, rubbed do\m: his back, and . pulled him by the 
■tail; and when I observed he was a fine cat, saying “why, yes, 
Sir, but I have had cats whom I liked better than .this ; ''' and 
then as if perceiving Hodge to be out of, countenance, adding, 
“ but he is a very fine cat, a very ■fine cat indeed..” ' 

' This reminds" me of the ludicrous account which he gm*e 
Mr; L-aiigton, of the despicable state of a young gentleman of 
good family. “ Sir, when I heard of him last, he was running 
about town shooting cats.” And then in a sort of kindly 
reverie, he bethought himself of his own favourite cat, and 
said, ^‘But Hodge shank be shot: no, no, Hodge shall not 
be shot.” 

■■ '. He thought Mr. Beauclerk made a shrewd and Judicio.us 
. remark to Mr. Langton, -who, after having been for the first 
time in company with a well k.nowa wit about 'town, was 
warmly admiring and praising him, — “See him again,” said 
■'Beauclerk. 

■ His respect for the Hierarchy, and particularly the Dignitaries 
.of the ..Church, has been more . than once exhibited in the 
course of this work. ' 'Mr. Seward saw him presented to the 
Archbishop of York, and described his to an Arch- 

Bishop, as ..such a ■'Studied elabo.ration' ■©£ homage, such an 
.'extension ..of ■limb, such" flexion of body, as have seldom or 
ever been equalled. 

.. . 'I cannot, help mentioning with much .regret, that by my owr. 
.negligence 1 .lost -'an ■ opportunity .of having the history of my 
family, from.' its., founder . Thomas Boswell, in 1504, recorded 
and illustrated by Johnson's pen. Such' was Ills .goodness, to. 
.■..me, that . when 1 presumed to solicit him for so great a favour, 
he vras pleased to say, “ Let me have all the materials you can 
collect, and I will do it both in Latin and English : then let it 
be printed, and copies of it be deposited in various places for 
.security, and preservation..” ■! .can now only do the best I can 
to make up for this loss, keeping my great Master steadily in 
mew. Family histories, like the imagmes ma/omm of the 
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ancientSs excite to virtue; and I wish that they who really 
have blood, would be more careful ' to trace and ascertain its 
course. Some have affected to laugh at ' the history of the 
house of,YYery:^^ it would: be well if many others would 
transmit their .pedigrees to posterity, with the same accuracy 
and generous zeal, with which the Noble Lord who compiled 
,, that, wo.rk has honoured and perpetuated his. ancestry. 

On I iiiirsday,. April 10, I introduced -to him, at his house in 
^">oit-court, the. Honourable and Reverend William Stuart,^' son ■ ' 
ol the^Earl of Bute,; a gentleman truly worthy ©f being known 
to Jonnsoii; being, with all the advantages of high birth, 
iCAiiiing, travel, and elegant ^ manners, an exemplary parish- 
pnest in every respect. 

After some compliments on both sides, the tour which 
Johnson and I had made to the Hebrides was mentioned. — 
Johnson. “ I got an acquisition of more ideas by it than by 
any thing' that I remember. I saw quite a different system of 
life."' Boswell. ‘^¥011 would not like to make the same 
journey again?” Johnson. “Why no, Sir; not the same: 

It IS a tale told. Gravina, an Italian critick, observes, that 
every mim desires to see that of which he has read ; but no- 
man desires to read an account of what he has seen : so much ‘ 

does description fall short of reality. Description only excites 
curiosity : seeing satisfies it. Other people may go and see 
the Hebrides.” Boswell. “ I should wish to go and see I 

some country totally different from what I have been used to ; j 

such, as Turkey,, where religion and every thing else' are ■ ■ 
different” J ohnson. “ Yes, ' Sir ; there are two objects of . 
curiosity, — the Christian world, and the Mahometan world. 

All the ^ rest may be considered as barbarous.” Boswell. 

“ Pray, Sir, is the ‘ Turkish. Spy ^ a genuine book ? ” Johnson. 

“No, Sir. Mrs. Manie}’, in her Life, says, that her father 
wrote the first two volumes : and in another book, ‘Dunton's j 

Lite and Errours,’ we find that the rest was written by one ‘I 

Saulf^ at two guineas a sheet, under the direction of Dr. 
Midgeley.”^ 

Q tsv John, Enrl^of Egmont, and printed (but not published) in X764.— M.} 

“ tAt that tune '\'’icar of Luton in Bedfordshire, where he lived for some years, and 
tuiiy tnented the character given of him in the text ; now [1806] Lord Archbishop | 

of Armagh, '.and^^' Primate of Ireland. — M.} g 

^ Spy.' was pretended to have been written originally in Arabick ; % 

from. Arabic,*': translated into^ Italiauj and thence into English. The real authour of the 
work, which was in fact originally written in Italian, was I. P. Ivfarana, a Genoese, who 
aied at, Pans': in ,1693. ■ i 

John Bunion in his Life says, that “Mr, WiUi&m Br&dshaw received from Dr. 

Midgeley forty shillings^ a sheet for writing part of the ‘ Turkish Spy ; ’ but 1 do not find 

that he any where mentions as engaged in that WQrk.”~M.l 
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B.osw,ell. “'This has- been a very.: factions - reigiis owing to. 
/the too . great indulgence of Government. Johnson. think 
sOj.Sm, What at first was lenityj' grew, timidity. Yet this is' 
reasoning posteriori^ and 'may not be: just' .Supposing a few 
.. had , at .first been punishedj I believe faction would, have been 
..crushed ; .but it .might have been said, that it was a sanguinary 
reign. , A' man cannot tell d priori .what whii be. best , for 
government to ,do. This reign 'has been very'., unfortunate. 
We., have had. an unsuccessful .war ; 'but that' ^ does .nob .prove 
/ that .we, have been ill governed. ' . .GnC: side .or., other *miist 
prevail in. war, as one or. other must win' at play.; When we 
.beat Louis, we, ’were not better governed'; nor were the French 
better governed, when- Louis beat US.'';, '' 

On Saturday, .April 12, I visited him,, in company with ' Mr. 

, Windham, of Norfolk, %vhom, diough a Whig, he highly valued. 
0.ne .of the best things he ever said' .was to this gentleman ; 
who, before he set out for Ireland as Secretary to Lord 
Northington, when Lord Lieutenant, expressed to the Sage 
.■some. ..modest md virtuous doubts, whether he could bring 
.h,imseif to practise those arts which it is supposed a person in 
that'/ situation has occasion' to employ. “ Don't be afraid, ' Sir, 
:{said„ Johnson, with a pleasant smile,) you will' soon make a 
'•very pretty.^ . rascal.” ' 

•;.•, /He, talked ■ to-day a good deal of the wonderful extent and 
.vstiety .of. Lo.ndon, and observed, that men. of curiotis enc|tiiry 
might : see in, it. such modes, of . life, as very few could even 
imagine. He in particular re.com,mended to us to explore 
which we resolved to do.^. • , . 

^ Mr. Lowe, the painter, who was with him, was very much 
distressed that a large picture whicli-he had painted was reftisec! 
to be received into the Exhibition of the Royal Academy. 
Mrs. Thrale knew Johnson’s character so superficially, as to 
represent him as unwilling to do small acts of benevolence; 
and mentions, in particular, that ..he would hardly take the 
trouble to^ write a letter in favour of .his friends. The truth, 
however, is, that he was remarkable, in an extraordinary 
degree, for what she denies to- ' him j. tod, above ail, for this 
very ^ sort of kindness, writing letters .for those to whom his 
solicitations might be of service.,', ; He^.'now^ gave Mi. Lowe the 
following, of which I was diligent enough, with his permission, 


■■ October, 1:702: but 

^^hetbw from., that umfonnity which has m' modern- times, in a great dejee sorS 

Sp|dnted 7 metropolis, or from our want of suffidelt exertion, Ve^were 
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to take copies at the next coffee-house, while Mr. Wbdham 

was so good as, to, .stay ,by' me. 

Sir Joshua Reynolds. 

“sir, 

, considers himself as cut off from all credit 

and all hope, by the rejection of his picture from the Exhibition. 
Upon this work he has exhausted all his powers, and suspended 
all bs expectations : and. certainly, to be refused an oppor- 
tunity v off talung the opinion of the publick, is in itself a very 

condemned without a trial. 

If you could procure the revocation of this incapacitating 
edict, _you would deliver an unhappy man from great affliction 
the Uouncil has sometimes reversed its own determination: 
and 1 hope, that by your interposition this luckless picture 

may be got admitted. ■ , 

“ I am, &c. 

“April ia,i783.» JOHNSON." 

“To Mr. Barry. 

“sir, 

Mr. Lowers exclusion from the exhibition gives him 
more trouble than you and the other gentlemen of the Council 
could imagine or intend. He considers disgrace and ruin as 
the inevitable consequence of your determination. 

. He says, that some pictures have been received after 
rejection ; and if there be any such precedent, I earnestly 
encreat that you will use your interest in his favour. . Of his 
work I call say nothing ; I pretend not ' to judge of painting ; 

. and this picture I never saw : but I conceive it extremely hard 
; to shut out any man from the possibility of success; and ' 
therefore I repeat my request that, you will- propose the re~ ■ 
consideration of Mr. Lowe’s case ; and if there be any among 
the, Councir with whom my name' can have any weight, be 
pleased to communicate to them the desire of; Sir, 

“Your most humble servant, 

“April 1., 1783." “Sam. Johnson.” 

Such intercession was too powerful to be resisted ; and Mr. 
Lowe’s performance was admitted at Somerset Place. The 
subject, as I recollect, was the Deluge, at that point of time 
when the water was verging to the top of the last uncovered 
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mountain. Near to the spot was seen the last of the ante- 
diluvian race, exclusive of those who were saved in the ark of 
Noah. This was one of those giants, then the inhabitants of 
the earth, who had stfl strength to swim, and with one of his 
hands held aloft his infant child. Upon the small remaining 
dry spot appeared a famished lion, ready to spring at the child 
and devour it. Mr. Lowe told me that Johnson said to him, 
‘‘ Sir, your picture is noble and probable.”—" A compliment, 
indeed, (said^ Mr. Lowe,) from a man who cannot lie, and 
cannot be mistaken.” 

^ About this time he wrote to Mrs. Lucy Porter, mentioning 
his bad health, and that he intended a visit to Lichfield. " It 
IS, (says he,) with no great expectation of amendment that I 
makeevery year a journey into the country: but it is pleasant 
to visit those whose kindness has been often experienced.” 

_ On April i8, (being Good-Friday,) I found him at breakfast, 
m his usual manner upon that day, drinking tea without milk, 
and eating a cross bun to prevent faintness j we went to St. 
Clement’s church, as formerly. When we came home from 
church, he placed himself on one of the stone-seats at his 
garden-door, and I took the other, and thus in the open air, 
and in a placid frame of mind, he talked away very easily. 
Johnson. “ Were I a country gentleman, I should not be very 
hospitable, I should not have crowds in my house.” Boswell. 

^it Alexander Dick tells me, that he remembers having a 
thousand people in a year to dine at his house ; that is. reckon- 
ing each person as one, each time that he dined there.” 
Johnson. “ That, Sir, is about three a day.” Boswell. “ How 
your statement_ lessens the idea.” Johnson. “ That, Sir, is the 
good of counting. It brings every thing to a certainty, whicli 
before floated in the mind indefinitely.” Boswell. “ But 
Omne^ igmtum pro magnifico est : one is sorry to have this 
diminished.” Johnson. “Sir, you should not allow vourself 
to be delighted with errour.” Boswell. “Three a day seem 
but few.” Johnson. “Nay, Sir, he who entertains three a 
day, does very liberally. And if there is a large family the 
poor entertain those three, for they eat what the poor would 
get : there must be superfluous meat ; it must be given to the 
poor, or throiTO out.” Boswell. “ I observe in London, that 
the poor go about and gather bones, which I understand are 
mMufactured.” Johnson. “Yes, Sir; they boil them, and 
extract a ^ease from them for greasing wheels and other 
purposes. Of the best pieces they make a mock ivory, which 


.*t'r 
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pieces they bum, and pound, and sell the ashes.” Boswell 
“For what pu^ose. Sir?” Johnson. “Why, Sir, for mlw 

a, furnace for the chemists for. melting iron. A paste made 

bunit W ,.E stand a sttonga, heat than a^thW if 
Consider, Sir , li you are to melt iron, you cannot line vour not 
with brass, because it is softer than iron, and would melt sooner •. 
nor with iron, for though malleable iron is harder than cast iron 

BoAvflT ^<1)0 ' ^ paste of bumt-bones will not melt” 

BobWEi^L. Do you know, Sir, I have discovered a manu- 
facture to a great extent, of what you only piddle at,--scrap?ng 
anc drying the peel of oranges.^ At a pkce in Ne^gate-ste? 
uicre IS a prodigious qu^tity prepared, which they sell to the 
distillers. Johnson. ‘ Sir, I believe they make a higher thing 
out of them than a spint; they make what is called orange^ 
butter, the oil of the orange inspissated, which they mix perhaps, 
with cordon pomatum and make it fragrant. The oil doL 
not fly oil m tne drying. ’ 

i* ^ fish to have a good walled garden.” Johnson. 

I dont think it would be worth the expence to you. We* 
compute, in England, a park-wall at a thousand pounds a mile • 
now a garden-wall must cost at least as much. You intend 
your trees^ should grow higher than a deer will leap. Now let 
us see, for a hundred pounds you could only have forty-four 
square yards, which is very little ; for two hundred pounds you. 
may have eighty-four square yards, which is very well ' But 
when will you get the value of two hundred pounds of walls in 
fiuii, m your climate? No, Sir, such contention with Nature- 
IS not worth while, I would plant an orchard, and have plenty 
of such fruit as ripen well in your country. My friend, Dr. 
Madden, of Ireland, said, that, ‘‘in an orchard there should be 
enough to eat, enough to lay up, enough to be stolen, and 
enough to rot upon the ground.* Cherries are an early fruit, 
you may have them; and you may have the early apples and. 
peais. Boswell. We cannot have nonpareils.” Johnson. 

Sir, you can no more have nonpareils, than you can have 
grapes.” Boswell. We have them, Sir ; but they are very 
bad.” Johnson. ‘‘ Nay, Sir, never try to have a thing, merely 
to shew that you canmi^ have it. From ground that would let 
for forty shillings you may have a large orchard; and you see- 
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it costs you only forty shillings. Nay, you may graze the 
ground, when the trees are grown up ; you cannot, while they 
Boswell. “ Is not a good garden a very common 
thing in England, Sir ? ” Johnson. “ Not so common, Sir, as 
you imagine. In Lincolnshire there is hardly an orchard; in 
Staffordshire very Uttle fruit.” Boswell. “ Has Langton no 
orchard?” Johnson. “No, Sir.” Boswell. “How so, Sir?” 
Johnson. “Why, Sir, from the general negligence of the 
county. He has it not, because nobody else has it.” Boswell. 
“ A hot-house is a certain thing ; I may have that.” Johnson. 
“ A hot-house is pretty certain ; but you must first build it, then 
you must keep fires in it, and you must have a gardener to take 
care of it.” Boswell. “ But if I have a gardener at anv 
rate?—” Johnson. “Why, yes.” Boswell, “I’d have it 
near my house; there is no need to have it in the orchard.” 
Johnson. “Yes, I’d have it near my house.- — I would plant a 
great many currants ; the fruit is good, and they make a pretty 
sweetmeat.” 

1 record this minute detail, which some may think trifling, in 
order to show clearly how this great man, whose mind could 
grasp such large and extensive subjects, as he has shewn in his 
literary labours, was yet well-informed in the common affairs of 
life, and loved to illustrate them. 

Mr. Walker, the celebrated master of elocution, came in, and 
then we went up stairs into the study. I asked him if he had 
taught many clergymen. Johnson. “ I hope not.” Walker. 

“ I have taught only one, and he is the best reader I ever 
heard, not by my teaching, but by his own natural talents.” 
Johnson. “ Were he the best reader in the world, I would not 
have it told that he was taught.” Here was one of his peculiar 
prejudices. Could it be any disadvantage to the clergyman to 
have it known that he was taught an easy and graceful deiiverv ? 
Boswell. “ Will you not allow. Sir, that a man may be tau'fiit 
to read well ? ” Johnson. “ Why, Sir, so far as to read better 
than he might do without being taught, yes. Formerly it was 
supposed that there was no difference in reading, but that one 
read as well as another.” Boswell. “It is wonderful to see 
old Sheridan as enthusiastick about oratory as ever.” Walker.” 

“ His enthusiasm as to what oratory ivill do, may be too great '• 
but he reads well.” Johnson. “ He reads well, but he reads 
low ; and you know it is much easier to read low than to read 
high; for when you read high, you are much more limited 
-^yopr.loiidest.-iiot©, cati be but one^ and so the variety is less in 


r 
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people have occasion 

heard ” to be 

” ^,11 ■ art is to read strong, though low.” 

hal^con^^L^^-^ Jf°guage ;— Johnson. “It must 

inspiration. A thousand, nay, a million' of 
not_ invent a language. WbUe the organs' are 
F .f enough to-form a language: 

become understanding enough, the organs are 

become stuf. 1 \e know that after a certain age we cannot 
Itarn to piouounce a new language. No foreigner, who comes 
to England when advanced m life, ever pronounces F.nglkh 
tolerably well; at least such instances are ver\' rare. When I 

mamtain that langpge must have come by inspiration, I do 
not mean that inspiration is required for rhetorick, and all the 
beauties of language ; tor when once man has language, we can 
conceive tnat he may gradually form modifications of it. I 

mean on y 4 at inspiration seems to me to be necessary to give 
man Ae faculty oi speech; to inform him that he may have 
Speech; which I thmk he could no more find out without 
inspiration, than cows or hogs would think of such a faculty.*^ 
Walker. “VDo you think, Sir, that there - are any perfect 
synommes m any language?” Johnson. “Originally there 
were not; but by using words negligently, or in poetry, one 
word comes to be confounded with another.^’ 

He talked of Dr. J3odd. A friend of mine, (said he,) came 
to me, and told me, that a lady wished to- have -Dr. Dodd's 
picture in a bracelet, and asked me for a motto, I said, I 
couid think of no, better than Cur? at Lex. ' I was very willin<y 
to have him pardoned, that is, to have the sentence changed 
to tzansportation : but, when he was once hanged, I did not 
wish .he .should .be - made, a saint" 

Mrs. Burney, wife of his friend Dr. Burney, came in, and he 
see.nied.,to be entertained with her conversation. 

Garrick s funeral was talked of as extravagantly expensive. 
Johnson, from his dislike to exaggeration, would not allow that 
It was distinguished by any extraordinary pomp. “ Were there 
not six horses to each coach?" said Mrs. Bumey. Johnson. 
Madam, there irvere no more six horses than six pheenixes." 
Mrs. Burney wondered that some very beautiful new builds 
ings should be erected in Moorfields, in so shocking a situation 
as between Bedlam and St. Luke's Hospital ; and said she 
could not live there. Johnson, “ Nay, Madam, you see nothing 
there to hurt you. You no more think of madness by having 
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windows that look to Bedlam, than you think of death by 
having windows that look to a church-yard.” Mrs. Burney. 

We niay look to a church-yard, Sir; for it is right that we 
should be kept in mind of death.” Johnson. “ Nay, Madam, 
if go to that, it is right that we should be kept in mind of 
madness, which is occasioned by too much indulgence of 
imagination. I think a very moral use may be made of these 
new buildings : I would have those who have heated imagina- 
hons live there, and take warning.” Mrs. Burney. “But, 

■ Sir, rmny of the poor, people that' are. mad, have become so 
11 om disease, or from distressing events. It iS' therefore, not 
..their fault, but their misfortune ^ and, . therefore, to think'" of 
them, IS a melancholy consideration.” 

Time passed on in conversation till it was too late for the 
service of the church at three o^clock. I took a walk, and left 
..him. alone for some time; then returned, and we had coffee 
and conversation again by ourselves. 

I stated the character of a noble friend of mine, as a curious 
case for. his opinion : — ‘‘He is the most inexplicable man to 
me that ever knew. Can yon explain him, Sir? 'He is, I 
really believe, noble-minded, generous, and princely. But his 
most intimate friends may be ^separated from him for years 
without his ever asking a question concerning them. He will 
meet them with a formality, a coldness, a stately indifference : 
but ,when^ they come close to him, and fairly engage him in 
conversation, they find him as easy, pleasant, and kind, as 
they could wis.u. One then supposes that what is so agreeable 
will soon be renewed; but stay away from him for half a year, 
and be will neither call on you, nor send to enquire about 
you.’ Johnson. “Why, Sir, I cannot ascertain his character 
exactly, ,. as . I do not know him; but I should not like to have" 
such a man for my friend. He may love study, and wish not 
to be interrupted by his friends ; Amid fares iemporis. He 
may , DC; a frivolous man,, and be so much occupied with petty ' 
pursuits that he may not^ want friends. Or he may have a 
notion that there is a dignity in appearing indifierent while he 
m fact may not be more indifferent at his heart than another.” 

We went to evening prayers at St. Clement’s, at seven, and 
then parted.^ 


I 



reception from Mm ; to Avliicli 
most cordially." In conseq 
afterwards,; having some dou 
induced, by reading the i loth 
the subject more deeoly ; anc 
,,a protestant.' With this view 
from whence he had been i 
arrival in London, very scant 
repaired to Bolt-court, to visi! 
admitted into the Church of I 
an , introduction to the Bishc 
Johnson was so much iiidispc 
few minutes; but he desirec 
When Mr. Compton visited ] 
mdisposition ; receh'ed him 
managciTieiit of the business 
with^ great, kindness exerted' 1: 
subsistence, .and, immediately 
t*Jjiding that the proposet 
accitierital «iuses been deferre 
suppose: himself neglected, he 
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“I believe, Sir, a great many of the 
children bom in London die early.” Johnson. “ Why, yes 
Sir.” Boswell. “But those who do live, are as sSiS 

SS th they must be naturally 

tong to get through.” Johnson. “That is system. Sir. A 

?^®®tves, that it is said there are no weak or 
deformed people among the Indians ; but he with much 
sagacity assigns the reason of this, which is, that the hardship 
of their lives as hunters and fishers, does not allow weak or 
diseased children to grow up. Now had I been an Indian, I 
must have died early ; my eyes would not have served me to 

hut T T'" give me English tackle ; 

^ “ Indian, I must have starved, or they would 

have knocked me on the head, when they saw I could do 
nothing.” Boswell “Perhaps they would have taken care 
of you; we are told they are fond of oratory,— you would have 
talked to tnem.- Johnson. “Nay, Sir, I should not have 
lived long enough to be fit to talk ; I should have been dead 
before i was ten years old. Depend upon it. Sir, a .savage 
when he is hungry, will not carry about with him a ioobv of 
nine years old, who cannot help himself. They have' no 
arfection,Sir.” Boswell. “ I believe natural affection, of whi^r 
w_e hem so much, is very small.” Johnson. “Sir natural 
affection is nothing : but affection from /principle and es abShed 
du y IS sometimes wonderfully strong ” Lwe ' “ A hen Sh 
mil feed her ch ckens in preferencer to herself.” jSson! 

But_ we don l know that the hen is hungry ; let the hen 
be fair y hungry and I’ll warrant she’ll peck^he corn herself 
A cock, 1 ^believe, will feed hens instead of himself- 

‘be cock is hungry." Boswell’ 
affection but gallantry. But some 
of the Indians have affection.” Johnson. “ Sir, that they 


Clwplaim, having accepted a living in Guernsev ^ branch 

substitute at the French Chapel of'Sf Wnirb M,r., Compton as his 

; ,;Wlinqmshed for a betterdn the French^hapel at'fehnM m, April iSir, he 

Porteus, the late excellent Bishoo ^f LoSS 3 the, favour of Dr, 

of the Dutch Chapel at St. James's; 'a station WhlchLe^tillTSclA^^ ’ Chaplain ,, 

1?® circumstances above related * v/hh;h ad "'oMe 
w„.b Mr. Boswell bos accumulated, of Jobnsont’udf^^tnd 
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help some, of .their children is-pkio for some of, them live, 
which thejr, could not do without being helped.” 

I dined With him ; the company were, Mrs. WilliamSj Mrs. 
pesmoiilinSj^ and Mr. Lo.we. He seemed not to be wellj talked 
.iittiCj grew drowsy soon, after dinner, and retired ; upon which' 
I went away.' 

^ Having next day gone to Mr. Burke’s seat in the .country, 
iTom whence I was recalled by an express, that a near relation 
of mine,,, had killed his antagonist 'in a duel, and' w^'as himself' 
dangerously .m^ourided, I saw little of Dr. Johnson till", Monday, 
April 28, when I spent a ^considerable part of the day with him,', 
and ^mrroQuced tne subject, ivhich then chiefly occupied, my 
mind. Johnson. I do not see, Sir, that fighting is absolutely 
forbidden in Scripture ; I see revenge forbidden, but not self- 
defence.” Boswell. The Quakers say it is ; * Unto him 
that smiteth thee on one cheek, offer him also the other.^” 
Johnson. But stay, Sir; the text is meant only to have the 
, effect of moderating passion ; it is plain, that we are not to, take 
it in a literal sense. We see this from the context, where there 
are other recommendations, which I warrant you the Quaker 
will not take literally ; as, for instance, ‘ From him that would 
borrow of thee, turn thou not away.’ Let a man whose credit 
is bad, come to a Quaker, and say, ‘Well, Sir, lend me a 
hundred pounds;’ hell find him as unwilling as any other 
man. No, Sir, a man may shoot the man who invades his 
character, as he may shoot him w^ho attempts to break into his 
house.i So in 1745, my friend, Tom Gumming the Quaker, 
said he would not fight, but he would drive an ' ammunition 
cart; and we know’' that the Quakers have sent flannel waist- 
coats to our soldiers, to enable them to fight better.” Boswell. 

When a man is the aggressor, and by ill-usage forces on a duel 
in which he is killed, have we not little ground to hope that he 
is gone to a state of happiness?’”' Johnson. *‘Sir, are not 
to judge determinately of the state in which a' man leaves this 

i 1 tbink it necessary to caution my readers against concluding that in this or any other 
conversation of Dr. Johnson, they have his serious and^ deliberate opinion on the subject 
of duelling. In my Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, 3rd edit. p. 366 (Oct. 24), it 
, appears that he made this frank confession; “ Nobody at times, talks, more laxly than I 
do and, ibid. p. 231 (Sep. 19),/* He fairly owned he could not explain the rationality of 

We rrsnv. tnerefore. infe-'r. thnt he rniilrt nnt f-Vimlr thsit 


a dreadful alternative. A rernarkabie instance of this is furnished by a clause in the will 
of the late Colonel Thomris, of the Guards, written the night before he fell In a duel, 
September 3, J7S3 : “ In the first place, I commit rny soul to Almighty God, in hopes of 
bis mercy and pardon for the irreligious step I now (in compliance with the unwarrantable 
customs of this wicked world) put myself under the necessity of taking.'^ 
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life. He may in a moment have repented effectually, and it is 
possible may have been accepted of God. There is in 
Camden’s Remains, an epitaph upon, a very, wicked man, 
w.ho was killed by a fall from his-, horse, in which he is supposed 
to 'say 

‘Between the stirrup and the ground,, 
i mercy ask’d, I mercy found.’ ” ^ 

Boswell. “Is not 'the expression in the Burial-service,— .*£ci 
the. sure, and certain hope of a blessed resurrection,’ — ^too strong 
to be, used indiscriminately', and, indeed, sometimes when, those 
over whose bodies, it is said, have been notoriously profane?.”. 
Johnson, .“ It is sure and certain hope^ Sir, not I did 

not insist' further; but cannot .-help thinking that less positive 
words would be more proper.” ^ 

■ Talking of a man \vho was growing very fat,' so as to be 
incommoded with corpulency; he said, “He eats too much, 
Sir.” Boswell. “ I don’t know, Sir ; you will see one man 
fat, who eats moderately, and another lean, whO' eats a’ great 
deal” Johnson. “Nay, Sir, whatever may be the quantity 
that a man eats, it is plain that if he is too fat, he has eaten 
more than he should have done. One man may have a 
digestion that consumes food better than common; but it is 
certain that solidity is increased by putting something to it.” 
Boswell. “ But may not solids swell and be distended ? ” 
Johnson. “Yes, Sir, they may swell and be distended; but 
that is not fat.” 

We talked of the accusation against a gentleman for supposed 
delinquencies in India. Johnson. “What foundation there is 
for accusation I know not, but they will not get at him. Where 
bad actions are committed at so great a distance, a delinquent 
can obscure the evidence till the scent becomes cold ; there is 
a cloud between, w^hich cannot be penetrated : therefore all 
distant power is bad. I am clear that the best plan for the 

^ [in repeating this epitaph Johnson improved it. The original rutjs thus : 

“ the stirrup and the ground, 

Mercy 1 ask’d, hlercy 1 found.” — M.] 

2 Upon this objection the Reverend Mr. Ralph Churton, Fellow of Erazennose College^ 
Oxford, has favoured me with the following satisfactory observation: “The passage^in 
the Burial-service does not mean the resurrection of the penson interred, but the genetati 
resurrection ; it is in sure and certain hope of tka resurrection ; not k:s resurrection. 
Where the deceased is really spoken of, the expression is ver^' different, — ‘as our hope is 
this our brother doth/ [rest m Christ ;] a mode of speech consistent with every thing but 
absolute certainty that the person departed doth net rest in Chx'ist, which no one can be 
asstued of, without immediate revelation from Heaven, in the first of these places, also, 
‘eternal life' does not necessarily mean eternity of bliss, but merely the eternity of the 
state, whether in happiness or in misery, to ensue upon the resurrection ; which is probably 
the sense of * the life everlasting/ in the Apostles’ Creed* See Wheady and Bennes on the 
Common Prayer." 



government of India is a despotick govemour; for if he be a 
the best government ; and supposing 

e s bad .maa, It is better to have one plunderer than 
whose power is checked, lets others 
iiimself may be allowed to plunder; but 
If despotick, Jie sees that the more he lets others' plunder,- 
the less „ there will be for, himself, -so -he restrains-,, them ;, 
'll ough he himself plunders, the country is a gainer, -com- 
pared with' being plundered by numbers/^ 

I ^mentioned the' 
received for reviewing 

been proved in, a i ' \ 

pineas a sheet for that kind of HtCTaiT'labTu'^^. 

h- - • • - - ■ 

mmmim'his ~sAeit3m, 

review is it meant that it shall be all of the 
position ? 

deducted ? ” ' Johnson, 
what.” Boswell. 


very liberal payment which had been 
^ ; and, as evidence of this, that it had 

trial, that Dr. Shebbeare had received six 

, . . . — y — r. Johnson. 

e might get six guineas for a particular sheet, but not 
um/?us sheeitbus” Boswell. “ Pray, Sir, by a sheet of 

.bj writer^s own com- 

or are extracts, made from the book reviewed,. 

^ “No, Sir ; it is a sheet, no matter of 
Q- • * ^ think, that is not reasonable.” Johnson. 

les, bir, It IS. A man will more easily write a sheet ail his 
OTO, than read an octavo volume to get extracts.” To one of 
Johnson wonderful fertility of mind, I believe siting was- 
realiy easier than reading and extracting; but with ordinary 
men the case is very different. A great deal, indeed, will 
dej^nd upon the care and judgement with which extracts are 
made. I can suppose the operation to be tedious and difficult t 
but m many instances we must observe crude morsels cut out 
of books as if at random ; and when a large extract is made 
from one place, it surely may be done with very little trouble. 
One, however, I must acknowledge, might be led, from the 
practice of Reviewers, to suppose that they take a pleasure in 
original writing ; for we often find, that instead of giving an 
accurate account of what has been done by the authour whose 
work they are reviewing, which is surely the proper business of 
a literpy journal, they produce some plausible and ingenious 
conceits of their own, upon the topicks which have been dis- 
cussed.- 

Upon being told that old Mr. Sheridan, indignant at the 
neglect of his oratorical plans, had threatened to go to America ;. 
— Johnson. “I hope he will go to America.” Boswell. 

“ The Americans donk want oratory.” Johnson. “ But we 
can want Sheridan.” 

On Monday, April 28, I found him at home in the mornings. 


ii 
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mentioned ;— 

fi ^ great deal of thinking in his works 

®''®rything but religion.” SewarV 
of his returning to it, in his Ode J-ant^s J^eorum 
cuUor et infreguens:’ Johnson. “Sir, he was not in earS 
this_ was merely poetical." Boswell. “There are I am 
afraid, many people who have no religion at ail.” Seward 
And sensible people too.” Johnson. “Why, Sir not 
There must be either a natural or a 
poral^ stupidity, if one lives in a total neglect of ^ verv 
important a concern.” Seward. “ I wonder that there shoS 
be people without religion.” Johnson. “Sir, you need no* 
wonder at this, when you consider how large a proportion of 
® passed without thinking^of it I 

mjrself was for some years totally regardless of religion ' It 
had dropped out of my mind. It was at an early part of mv 

See ® Boswet?"?^a/‘ ^ haveVever lostl 

® must you have 
been without religion ! Why you must have gone on drinkin v 

and swearing, and— Johnson, (with a smile) “ I drank enough 
and swore enough to be sure.” Seward. “ One should thiS 
that sickness, and the view of death would make more men 
religious.” Johnson “Sir, they do not know how to °o aSim 
it : they have not the first notion. A man whr. hS° 

sick, than a man who has never learnt fio-ures can rnu-nt- i ^ 
'he has need of calculation.” “ “ count, when 

K„f u friend of ours whom we valued much 

but observed that he was too ready to introduce reliom, ’ 
discourse upon all occasions. Johnson. “Why ves sf he 
will introduce religious discourse without seeing^ whether it 
will end in instruction and improvement, or produM some 

profane jest. He would introduce it in the comoL v nf wm 

and twenty more such.” pany of Wilkes, 

excellent distinction betwppn 

liberty of conscience and liberty of tearhiiicr 
“ Consider, Sir ; if you have children whom you wish to 
m the principles of the Church of England and f 

Quaker who tries to pervert them to his DrinrinL=^c a 

a™, the Quite,. Yor.^d Sf 
dommation of right, which you believe is io yom cJuiolT- 
you will keep wrong out of their heads NTn’t/es cpmions, 
.the ohildte. of dte Ihrie. If 
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doctrines- contrary to what the State approves, the magistrate' ' ' I, 

iiiay: mid ought; to restrain him.” -.Seward. “Would you 
restrain private conversation, 'Sir?” Johnson. “Why, Sir, .it- 
is difficult to say where .private conversation begins, -and ; where 
it endSv If' we three should discuss even the great, question 
conceramg the existence of a Supreme Being by ourselves, we 
should, not be restrained ; for that . would be to put an end ta 
all improvement. But if vre should discuss, it .in the presence ' 
of ten boarding-school girls, and as' many , boys, I think , the 
magistrate, would do well to put us in the stocks, to finish the' 
debate there.” 

. Lord Hailes .had sent him a present of a curious little printed' 
poem, oil' repairing the University of Aberdeen, by ' David 
which he thought , would please Johnson, as 
affording clear evidence that Mallet - had appeared even as a 
literary character by the name of Malloch ; his changing which 
to one of softer sound, had given Johnson occasion to introduce 
him into his Dictionary, under the article Alias} ■ This piece 
iras, I suppose, one of Mallet’s first essays. ■ It is preserved in 
his works, with several variations. Johnson having read aloud^ 
from the beginning of it, where there were some commonplace 
assertions as to the superiority of ancient times ; — “ How false 
(said he) is all this, to say that ® in ancient times lealning was 
not a disgrace to a Peer, as it is now.’ In ancient times a 
Peer was as ignorant as any one else. He would have been 
angry to have it thought he could write his name. Men in 
ancient times dared to stand forth with a degree of ignorance 
with which nobody would dare now to stand forth. I am always 
angry, when I hear ancient times praised at the expence of 
modern times. There is now a great deal more learning in the 
world than there was formerly ; for it is universally diffused. 

You have, perhaps, no man who knows as much Greek and 
Latin as Bentley ; no man who knows as much mathematicks as 
Newton : but you have many more men who know Greek and 
Latin, .and who know*. mathematicks,” 

On Thursday, May i, I visited him in the evening along with 

1 [Malloch, as Mr. Bindley observes to me, “ continued to write his name thuSj after he 
came to London. His verses prefixed to the second edition of Thomson's ‘Winter’ are 
so subscribed, and so are his Letters written in London, and published a few year.s ago ia 
‘the European Ivlagazine;’ but he soon aftemards a.dopted the alteration to Mallet, for 
he is so called in the list of Subscribers to Savage’s Miscellanies printed in 1726 ; and 
thenceforward uniformly iJTh/A'r, in all his writings. ” — M.j ^ 

[A notion has been entertained, that no such exemplification x>i Alias is to be found in 
Johnson’s Dictionary, and that the whole story w'as waggishly fabricated by Wilkes in the 
Nokth Briton. The real fact is, that it is not to be found in the Folio, or Quarto^ 
editions, but was added by Johnson in his own Octavo Abridgement in 1756.— J. Boswell. Jj 
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yoiittg Mr, Burke, He- said* It is strange that there should 
he.' so little xeading in the world, and so. much meriting. ■ People 
in .'general dO'Hot willingly read,, if they caii.have.aiiy: thing .else 
to amuse them. - ■ There must be an exte.rnal impuise ; emiiia- 
tion, or - vanity,'^ or- avarice. ' The progress which the .under- 
standing makes through a .book, has more pain than pleasure 
in "it. . Language is scanty, and inadequate to express the nice 
.gradations , and mixtures of our Teeiings. 'No.^maa reads ' a' 
book" of science from pure inclination. The books that: we'., do 
read" with pleasure are light compositions, which contain, a quick 
succession' of events.'- However, ,■ I have- 'this .year - read all 
Virgil through. I read a book of the /E.neid every nig,ht, , so it 
was .done .in twelve nights, and I 'had a great delight in .it. .The 
Georgicks did not give me so much pleasure, except the fourth 
book. The Eclogues I have almost all by heart.. I do not 
think the story of the ^neid interesting. I like the story of 
the Odyssey much better; and this not on account of the 
wonderful things which it contains ; fo.r there are^ wonderful, 
things enough in the *^neid ; — the ships of the Trojans turned 
to sea-nymphs, — the ti«e at Polydorus's tomb droppi.ng blood. 
The story of the Odyssey is interesting, as a great part of it is 
domestick. — It has been said, there is pleasure in writing, 
particularly in writing verses. . I allow, you may have pleasure 
from writing, after it is over, if you have written weii ;^ 
but you don't go willingly to it again. I know when I 
have been writing verses, I have run my finger down the 
margin, to see how many I had made, and how few I had to 
ma'ke.''".' '.■■ 

. He seemed : to ' be in. a very placid humour, and although 
:.I . have no .note^ of .the particulars, of . young Mr. , Burke’s 
.eonversation, it is but justice to mention in .general, that it w^as 
such that Dr. Johnson said to me afterwards, ‘Hie did very 
well indeed; I have a mind to tell his father." 


“To Sir ■ Joshua Reynolds. 

“ DEAR SIR, 

“The gentleman who ; waits on you with this, is Mr. 
Cruikshanks, who wishes to succeed his friend Dr. Hunter, as 
Professor of Anatomy in the Royal Academy. Plis qualifications 

i [Bum pingit, fruitur arte ; postquam pinxerat, fruitiir fractxi ards. Seneca. 
K.eakney.3 

[This gentleman, to the inexpressible grief of his parents, died, Aug. a, 1794, in his 
#sirty 4 fth year.— M.] 
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are yery^generally. .knowEj .and it adds dignity, to the institution 
. ttiat^such men ^ are: candidates.' ■ l am, Sir, 

Your most humble servant, 

“Maya, 1783.-',, Johnson.- 

I .have, no. minute of any interview with Johnson till Thursday, 
May 15th, when I find what follows : ' Boswell. “I wish much 
to be in Parikment, Sir.-' Johnson.: -Why," Sir, unless you 
.come resolved to^ support any administration, you would .'be the 
worse, , lor being in Parliament, because, you would be obliged 
to live: more expensively.-— Boswell. “ Perhaps, Sir, I should 
d.e, tile .jiess happy for .being in Pariiam.ent,. I. never would sell 
my vote, and I should be vexed if things went wrong.- 
Johnson. “ ihaPs cant, Sir. It would not vex you more in 
the house than in the gallery : publick affairs vex no man.- ' 
Boswell. '' Have not they - vexed yourself a little, Sir ? Have 
not you been vexed by all the turbulence of this reign, and by 
that absurd vote of the House of Commons, ‘That the influence 
o. the Crown has increased, is increasing, and ought to be dimin- 
ished Johnson. “ Sir, I have nevSr slept an hour less, nor 
eat an ounce less meat. I would have knocked the factious 
dogs on the head, to be sure ; but I w'as not vexe(iJ* Boswell. 

‘ I declare, Sir, upon my honour, I did imagine I was vexed, 
and took a pride in it ; but it was, perhaps, cant ; for I own I 
neither eat less, nor slept less.- Johnson, “ My dear friend, 
clear your mind of cant. ^ You may talk as other people do : 
3'ou may say to a man, ‘Sir, I am your most humble servant.' 
You are ?iot his most humble servant. You may say, ‘These 
are bad times ; it is a melancholy thing to be reserved at such 
times.' You don't mind the times. You tell a man, ‘I am 
so:rry you had such bad weather the last day of your journey, 
and were so much wet' You don't care six-pence whether he 
is wet or dry. You may talk in this manner ; it is a mode of 
talking in Society ; but don't think foolishly." 

I talked of living in the country. Johnson. “Don't set up 
for what is called hospitality : it is a tvaste of time, and a waste 
01 money ; you are eaten up, and not the more respected for 
your liberality. If your house be like an inn, nobody cares for 
you. A man wko stays a w^eek with another, makes him a 
slave for a week." Boswell. “But there are people, Sir, 
who make their houses a home to their guests, and are 

1 Let it be remembered by those who accuse Dr. Johnson of illiberality, that both wera 

Smtckmen* 
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themselves quite easy.”. - Johnson. “TheHj .' Sir, ^home must 
he the, same to the guests, -and they need not come,” . 

, .' Here he. discovered a notion common enough in ,, persons not 
'■much accustomed to entertain company, that, there 'must be a 
degree .o.f' elaborate' attention, otherwise company , will think 
themselves neglected ;■ and such, attention is , oo doubt very 
■fatiguing. He proceeded : I would not, however, be a stranger 
ill, my own ■ country ; I would .visit my neighbours, and receive 
■their visits.; but I. would not be in haste to return 'visits, ■ ,If,a 
gentleman comes to see me, I tell him he does me a great deal 
of honour. I do not go to see him perhaps for ten weeks,; 
.then we are very complaisant to each' other. No, Sir,., you will 
have much more induence by gmng or lending money where 
it is wanted, than by hospitality.” 

On Saturday, May 17, .1 saiv him for a short time. Having, 
mentioned that I had that morning been with old Mr. Sheridan, 
he remembered their former intimacy with, a cordial, warmth, 
and , said to me, “ Tell Mr. Sheridan, I shall be glad to see him, 
and shake hands with him.” Boswell. “It is to me very 
wonderful that resentniRent should be kept up so long.” 
Johnson. “Why, Sir, it is not altogether resentment that he 
does not visit me; it is partly failing out of the habit, — partly 
disgust, such as one has at a drug that has made him sick 
Besides, he knows that I laugh at his oratory.” 

Another day I spoke of one of our friends, of whom he, as 
\rell as I, had a very high opinion. He expatiated in his praise ; 
but added, “ Sir, he is a cursed Whig, a i^ot^amkss Whig, as 
they all are now.” 

I mentioned my expectations from the interest of an eminent 
person then in power ; adding, “ but I have' no claim but the 
claim of friendship ; however, some people will go a great way 
from that motive,” Johnson. “Sir, they will go ■ all the way 
from that motive.'’* A gentleman talked of retiring. ' “' Never 
think of that,” said Johnson. The gentleman urged, “ I 
should then do no ill.” Johnson. “ Nor no, good either. ■ Sir^^ 
it would be a civil suicide.” 

On Monday, May 26, I found him at tea, and the celebrated 
Miss Burney, the authour of Evelina ” and “Cecilia,” with 
him, I asked, if there would be any speakers in Parliament, if 
there were no places to be obtained. Johnson. “Yes, Sir. 
Why do you speak here? Either to instruct and entertain, 
which is a benevolent motive ; or for distinction, which is a 
selfish motive.” I mentioned “Cecilia.” Johnson, (with an 
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air of animated satisfaetion) “Sir, if you talk of ‘Cecilia,’ talk i 

oii/V . : 

; We :,,talked V.of; Mr. ^ exhibition of his pictures. : 

JoHNSOM. '^.^ Whatever the hand may have done, the mind has ■ "■■■..Ml 

done its part. There is a, grasp^ of mind there, which you hnd ' 1 | 

no where, else.” ^ , ■ ' ' ' 'J 

I asked,, whether a man naturally ' virtuous, or one who has ‘1 
overcome, ..wicked inclinations, is. the best. - Johnson. ** Sir, . ij 
tO' ji??/, .the man' who has overcome wicked inclinations, is not , I 
the best He has more merit to himself i I would rather trust 
-my money to’ a man who has no hands, and so a physical .. ' .1.: 

'impossibility to steal, than to ' a man of the most honest prin- "' Hi 
ciples. There is a witty satirical story of Foote. He had a li 
small bust of Garrick placed upon his bureau. * You may be ' |i 

surprised (said he) that I allow him to be so near my gold ; — ■■ I" I 

but you will observe, he has no hands.' " i'l 

C)n Friday, May 29, being to set out for Scotland next mom- 
ing, I passed a part of the day with him in more than usual . ;l 

earnestness ; as his health was . in a more precarious state than i’jl 

at ' piy, time vfhen I had parted from him. He, however, was . 
quick and lively, and critical, as usual. I mentioned one who ji 

was a very learned man. Johnson. ‘‘Yes, Sir, he has a great 
deal of learning ; but it never lies straight. There is never one i 

idea by the side of another : 'tis all entangled : and then he ^ ; 

drives it so aukwardly upon conversation ! ” . | 

I stated to him an anxious thought, by which a sincere H 
Christian might be disturbed, even ■ when conscious of j | 

having lived a good life, so far as is consistent with human ,jj| 

infirmity; he might fear that he should afterwards fall away, j, j 

and be guilty of such crimes as would render all his former 
religion vain. Could there be, upon this awful subject, such a ;■ i 

thing as balancing of accounts ? Suppose a man who has led a | j 

good life for seven years, commits an act of wickedness, and j 

instantly dies ; will his former good life have any effect in his j, ij 

favour? Johnson, “Sir, if a man has led a good life for | ;i 

seven years, and then is hurried by passion to do what is wrong, J, j 

and is suddenly carried off, depend upon it he will have the | ] 

reward of his seven years' good life : God will not take a catch i 

of him. Upon this principle Richard Baxter believes that a 
Suicide may be saved. ‘ If (says he) it should be objected that li 
what I maintain may encourage suicide, I answer, I am not to i 



^ In. Mr. Barry’s printed analysis, or desaiptioa of these pictures, he speaks of 
|■ollnson's character Irt the highest terms. 
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tell a lie to prevent it’ ” Boswell. “ But does not the text 
say, *As the tree falls, so it must lie?’’’ Johnson. “Yes, 
Sir ; as the tree falls : but, — (after a little pause) that is meant 
as to ' the general state of the tree, not what is' the . effect of a., 
sudden Blast.” In short, he interpreted, the expression aS'. 
referring ■ to condition, not to position. The common notion, 
■therefore, seems to be erroneous; and' Sheiistone’s witty rem.ark 
o-n. 'Divines trying to give the tree a jerk upon a death-bed, to 
make it lie favourably, is not well founded. 

I . asked him^ what works of Richard Baxter’s I shouid.'.iead.^ 
He said, ' “ Read any of them ; they are all good/’ . . 

■ He' said, “Get as much- force of mind as you can. .. Live 
within your income. ■ Always have something saved at the 'end -.' 
.of the year. Let your imports be more than your exports', and 
you’ll never go far wrong/’ 

I assured him, that in the extensive and -various range of his 
acquaintance there never had been any one who -had a more 
■sincere respect and affection for him than I had. - He said, I 
believe it, Sir. Were I in distress, there is no man to whom 1 
should sooner come than to you. I should like to come and 
have a cottage in your park, toddle about, live mostly on milk, 
and be taken care of by Mrs. Boswell. She and I are good 
friends now ; are we not ? ” 

Talking of devotion, he said, “ Though it be true that , ‘ Goo 
dwelieth not in Temples made with hands,’ yet in this state of 
being, our minds are more piously affected in places appropriated 
to divine worship, than in others. Some people have a par- 
ticular room in their houses, where they say their prayers ; of 
which I do not disapprove, as it may animate their devotion/’ 

He embraced me, and gave me his blessing, as usual when I 
was leaving him for any length of time. I w^alked from his 
door to-day, with a fearful apprehension of wBat might happen 
before I returned. 

“To THE Right Honourable William Windham. 

“ SIR, 

“ The bringer of this letter is the father of Miss Philips, ^ a 
singer, who comes to try her voice on the stage at Dublin. 

“Mr. Philips is one of ray old friends; and as I am of 
opinion that neither he nor his daughter will do any thing that 
can disgrace their benefactors, I take the liberty of entreating 

i Now the celebrated Mrs. Crouch. 
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you to countenance and protect them so far as may be suitable 
■to your "Station'^' and character ; and .shall ■ consider myself .aS' 
obliged by any favourable notice which they shall, have the,,: 
honour of receiving from you. ' ., 

. I am^ Sir, 

Your most humble seiv^ant, 

*‘LondoE, May 31, 1783/’ “ SaM. JohNSO,N.” 

,The following is another instance' of 'his active benevolence: 

., ^®To Sir Joshua Reynolds.', . 

“DEAR.SIRj ', 

' ' “ I, HAVE sent you some of my god-son’s performances,' of 
which ' ! do. not pretend to form any opinion. -When I took 
the liberty of mentioning him to you, I did not know what • I 
have since been told, that Mr. Moser had admitted him among 
the Students of the Academy. What more can be done for 
him, I earnestly entreat you to consider ; for I am very desirous 
that be should derive some advantage from my connection with 
him. If you are inclined to see him, I will bring him to wait 
on 3 ^ou, at any time that you shall be pleased to appoint. 

‘'*1 am., Sir, 

“ Your most humble servant, 

« June 2, 17S3.” “Sam. Johnson.” 

My anxious apprehensions at parting with him this year, 
proved to be but too well founded ; for not long afterwards he 
had a dreadful stroke of the palsy, of which there are very full 
and accurate accounts in letters written by himself to shew with 
what composure of mind, and resignation to the Divine Will, 
his steady piety enabled him to behave. 


“To Mr Edmund Allen. 


“ DEAR SIR, 

“ It has pleased God, this morning, to deprive me of the 
powers of speech ; and as I do not know but that it may be his 
farther good pleasure to deprive me soon of my senses, I 
request you will on the receipt of this note, come to me, and 
act for me, as the exigencies of my case may require. 

“I am, 

“ Sincerely your’s, 

“June 17, 1783.” “Sam. Johnson.” 

^ Mr. Windham was at this time in Dublin, Secretary to the Earl of NorthingtoWj 
then Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 

. ■ ,; .3; , Son.: of Mr. .Samiii,el. Patterson. . 





'*To THE Reverend Dr. John. Taylor. „ 

*®DEAR SIRj 

.... /‘It has. pleased God, by a paralytick stroke in the, night, 
to deprive me of speech. ■ 

am very desirous of Dr. Heberden's assistances,.,. as I 
think, .my case is not past rem.edy. Let me see you as sooii' as 
it: is, possible. Bring Dr. Heberden with you, if, you. can,; 
but' come yourself at all events. I am glad you .are.' so well, 
when I am so dreadfully 'attacked. 

“I think that by a speedy application of stimulants m,uch 
may , be done, I question if a vomit,, vigorous , and ' rough, 
would not rouse the organs of speech, to action.. As it' is .too 
early to send, I will try to recoliect what I can,, that can be ' 
suspected to have brought on this dreadful distress. 

“I have been accustomed to bleed frequently for an 
asthmatick complaint ; but have forborne for some time by 
Dr. Pepys's persuasion, who perceived my legs beginning to 
swell. I sometimes alleviate a painful, or more properly , an 
oppressive, constriction of my chest, by opiates ; and have 
lately taken opium frequently, but the last, or two last times, 
in smaller quantities. ' My largest dose is three grains, and 
last night I took but two. You will suggest these things (and 
they are all that I can call to mind) to Dr. Heberden. 

“I am, &c. 

Sam. Johnson,” 

“June 17, 1783.’* 

Two days after he wrote thus to Mrs. Thrale : ^ 

“On Monday, the i6th, I sat for my picture, and walked 
considerable way with little inconvenience. , In the afternoon 
and evening I felt myself light and easy, and began to plan 
schemes of life. Thus I went' to bed, and in a short' time 
waked and sat up, as has long been ..my custom, when T felt ■ 
a confusion and indistinctness in my head, which " lasted,:,-! . 
suppose, about half a minute. I was alarmed, and prayed 
God, that however he might afflict my body, he wmiild spare 
my understanding. This prayer,, that I might try , the' integrity 
of my faculties, I made in Latin '' verse. ' The^ lines were 'not .: 
very good, but I knew them not to be very good: I made' 
them easily, and concluded myself to be unimpaired in 
faculties. 

“Soon after I perceived that I had suffered a paralytick 

i Vol. II. p. 368, of Mrs, T!ii‘ale'*’s Collection. '.■ 
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Stroke, ' aM that', m was, taken from me. ‘ I had no 

paiii,;,,. and',' so,, little : dejection, in this . dreadful state,, that ..I,' 
wondered at' my own, apathy, and considered that, perhaps, 
death itself,, when it should come, would excite less, horrour 
than seems now: to attend it. . 

“In order to rouse the vocal organs, I took two dram'S..' 
Wine has been celebrated for the production .of eloquence, 

I ,,put. mpelf into violent motion, and I think repeated it;' but., 
all ■was ; in' vain. I then went" ‘to - bed, and strange, as it may 
seem, I. think' slept. When I saw light,' it was time to contrive 
what I should do. Though God stopped my speech, he "left 
me my hand'; I enjoyed a mercy which- was not granted ' to- 
my; dear friend 'Lawrence, who now perhaps overlooks me' as 
I am writing, and rejoices that I have what he wanted. My 
first note was necessarily to my servant, who came in talking, 
and' could not immediately comprehend why he should read 
what, I put into his ' hands. 

“I then wrote a card to Mr. Allen, that I might have a 
discreet friend at hand, to act as occasion should require. In 
penning this note, I had some difficulty ; my hand, I knew 
not how nor why, made wrong letters. I then wrote to Dr. 
Taylor to come to me, and bring Dr. Heberden : and I sent 
to Dr. Brocklesby, who is my neighbour. My physicians are 
very friendly, and give me great hopes ; but you may imagine 
my situation. I have so far recovered my vocal powers, as to 
repeat the Lord’s Prayer with no very imperfect articulation. 
My memory, I hope, yet remains as it was! but such an 
attack produces solicitude for the safety of every faculty,” 


“To Mr. Thomas Davies, 


,“^DEAR^ SIR., 


“ I HAVE had, indeed, a very heavy blow ; but God, who 
yet spares my life, I humbly hope will spare my understanding, 
and restore my speech. As I am not at all helpless, I want 
no particular assistance, but am strongly affected by Mrs. 
Davies’s tenderness ; and when I think she can do me good, 
shall be very glad to call upon her. I had ordered friends to 
be shut out; but one or two have found the way in; and if 
you come you shall be admitted : for I know not whom I can 
see, that will bring more amusement on his tongue, or more 
kindness in his heart. I am,' &c. : 

“Sam. Johnson.’' 
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It gives me great' pleasure to ,, preserve '.sticli: a menioriai of 
Jolinsoii^s regard for Mr. Davies, ;tO' whom I, . was dndebte'd ' for 
my introduction to him.^ ■ .■ He indeed', loved ■ Davies/; cordially, 
.of which. I shall give the 'following little evidence. One day 
■when, he had treated him with; too much asperity,- Tom, who. 
was not without pride and -spirit, vrent off in a passion : but' he 
had . hardly reached home, when . Frank, who ■ had been sent 
/after him, delivered this^note Come,, come, dear Davies, I am 
■a'lways sorry ..when we quarrel ;■ send me word that w'e are friends.^l 

“To James .Boswell, Esq. ' 

-.“DEAR' SIR, . 

“Your anxiety about my health- is very friendly, and very 
.agreeable with your general kindness. 1 'have, indeed, had a 
very frightful blow. On the 17th of last month,' about three 
in . the morning, as near as I can guess, T perceived - myself 
almost totally deprived of speech. I had no pain. My organs 
'•were so obstructed that I could say no^ but could ..scarcely, say^ 
yes. I wrote the necessary directions, for it pleased God to 
spare my hand, and sent for Dr. Heberden and Dr. Brocklesby. 
Between the time in which I discovered my own disorder, and 
that in which I sent for the doctor, I had, I believe, in spite of 
■my surprize and solicitude, a little sleep, and ■ Nature ' began 
to renew its operations. They came and gave the directions 
which the disease required, and from that time I have been 
continually improving in articulation. I can now speak, but 
the 'nerves are .. weak, and I cannot continue discourse long.; 
.'hut. strength,. I hope, .will return. " The physicians consider me 
as cured. I was last Sunday at Church. On Tuesday I took 
an airing to Hampstead, and dined with the club, where 
Lord Palmerston was proposed, and, against my opinion, was 
■.rejected,^ , . 1 ' designed to go next week with. Mr. Langtoii.'.to 
Rochester, where I purpose to stay about ten days, and then 
try some other air. I have many kind invitations. Your 
brother has very frequently enquired after me. Most of my 
friends have, indeed, been very attentive. Thank dear Lord 
Plailes for his present. 

“I hope you found at your return every thing gay and 
prosperous, and your lady, in particular, quite recovered and 
confirmed. Pay her my respects. I am, dear Sir, 

“Your most humble servant, 

“ Loadon, July 3, 17S3. “ Sam. Johnson.’^ 

^ Poor Derrick, however, though he did not himself introduce me to Dr. Johnson as 
he promised, had the merit of inti'oducing me to Davies, the immediate introductor. 

His Lordship was soon after chosen, and is now a member of the club. 
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“To Mrs. Lucy Porter, in Lichfield. 

“ DEAR MADAM, 

, ®^The , account :wliicli .you. give, of your health is but 
„ melancholy. .May it please God ■ to restore you. My disease -' 
^affected my speech,; and still continues, in some degree, ■■ "to 
^ ' obstruct my utterance ; ^ my voice is distinct enough for a while 

but the organs' being still weak are quickly weary : ' but in other ' 
respects ,i am, I think, rather better; than -I have lately been; 

^ and can let you 'know my state without the - help of any other ' 

; hand. ■ . : 

; “Inutile opinion of my friends, and -in my own, I am 
I gradually mending.' The physicians consider, me as cured, 

I and I had leave four -days ago, to wash the cantharides from 
I my head.. Last Tuesday I dined at the club. 

! am going next week into Kent,- and purpose to change 

1 the air frequently this summer; whether I shall wander so far 
as Staffordshire I cannot tell I should be glad to come. 

L Return my thanks to Mrs. Cobb, and Mr. Pearson,^ and all 
r that have shewn attention to me. 

^ ■ ‘VLet us, my dear/pray for one another, and consider our 

i'-,: sufferings as notices mercifully given us to prepare ourselves 

for another state. 

; live now but in a melancholy way. My old friend Mr. 

‘ Levett is dead, who lived with me in the house, and was 
useful and companionable ; Mrs. Desmoulins is gone away ; 

I and Mrs. Williams is so much decayed, that she can add little 

j to another’s gratifications. The world passes away, and we 

; are passing with it; but there is, doubtless, another world, 

; which will endure for ever. Let us all fit ourselves for it. I 

I- ,,', '.am., &c. ■ 

“Sam. Johnson/" 

• Such was the general vigour of his constitution, that he 

I recovered from this alarming and severe attack with wonderful 

i quickness ; so that in July he was able to make a visit to Mr. 

I Langton at Rochester, where he passed about a fortnight, and 

made little excursions as easily as at any time of his life. In 
August he went as far as the neighbourhood of Salisbury, to 
ITeale, the seat of William Bowles, Esq. a -gentleman whom I 
have heard him praise for exemplary religious order in his 


3- [The Reverend Ivir, Pearson, to whoas. Mrs. Lucy Porter bequeathed the greater pari 
of her property. —M.] 
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family. In his diary I find a short but honourable mention of 
this , visit August 28, I came to Heale mithoiit fatigue. 30. 
I am entertained quite to my mind.” ^ 

■ To Dr. Brocklesby. 

Healej near Salisbury^ Aug. 293. 1783.. 

'^* BEAR SIR, 

** WITHOUT' appearing to want a just sense of your kind 
attention, I cannot 'Omit to give an account of the clay which 
seemed to appear in -some sort perilous. I rose at five, and 
went' out at six ; and having reached Salisbury about nine, went 
forward a few miles in my friend’s chariot. , ■ I was, no more 
■wearied, with the journey, though it was a high-hung, rough 
■,>coach, than I should have been forty years ago. We shall now 
see what air will do. The country is all a plain ; and the house 
in which I am, so far as I can judge from my window, for I, 
write before I have left my chamber, is sufficiently, pleasant.' 

■ Be so kind as to continue your attention to Mrs. Williams ; 
it is a great consolation to the well, and still greater to the sick, 
that they find themselves not neglected ; and I know that you 
will be desirous of giving comfort, even wffiere you have no great 
hope of giving help. 

“ Since I wrote the former part of the letter, I find that by 
the course of the post I cannot send it before the thirty-first. 
I am, <&c. 

“Sam. Joh,n,son.” 

While he was here, he had a letter from Dr. Brocklesby, 
acquainting him of the death of hlrs. Williams," w’-bich affected 

1 [In his letter to IMrs. Thr.ale, written on the 13th of August, we fmd the following 

melancholy par-agraph i . . 

“ I am now broken with disease, without the alleviation of fantiliar friendship cr 
domestick society : i have no^mi<3dIe state betw^een clamour and silence, between general 
conversation and self-tormenting solitude. Levett is dead, and poor Yvilliams is niaking 
haste to die : I know not if she will ever more come cist of her chamber." 

In a subsequent letter (August 26) he adds, “ ^klrs. WiiMams fancies now and then that 
she grows better, but her vital powers appear to he slowly burning: out. Noliody thinks, 
however, that she will ver^ soon be quite wasted, and as she suffers me to be of very little 
use to her, I have determined to pass some time ivith Mr. Boivles near Salisbury, and 
have taken a place for Thursday. 

“ Some benefit may be perhaps received from change of air, some from change cf 
company, and some from mere change of place. It is not easy to grow well in a chamber 
where one has long been sick, and where eveiy? thing seen, and every person speaking, 
revives^ and impresses images of pain. Though it be true, that no man can run away 
from himself, yet he may escape from many causes of useless uneasiness. That sike mind 
is its own place^ is the boast of a fallen angel that bad learned to He. E.vternal locality 
has great effects, at least upon all embodied beings. I hope this little journey will afford 
me at lea.y some suspense of melancholy." — M.] 

2 [In his letter to Miss Susanna Thrale, Sept. 9, 1783, he thus writes : “ Pray shew 
Mamma this passage of a letter from Dr. Brocklesby. ‘ Mrs. Williams, from mere inanition, 
has at length paid the great debt to nature about three o'clock this morning (Sept. 6. 


A.D. 1783 ^tat. 74 479 

him a good deal. Though for several years her temper had not 
been, compIacen:tj;:she' had valuable qualities, and her departure 
left a blank in his house. Upon this ■ occasion he, according to 
his habitual course, of piety, composed a prayer.^ 

,I .shah, here insert a few particulars concerning,' him, with' 
which I, have been favoured by one of his friends. 

“ He had once conceived the design of writing the ■ Life of. ' 
01iye,r .Cromwell, ,, saying that bethought it might' be highly 
.' curious to trace his extraordinary rise to, the supreme ■ power, 

^ from, SO',, obscure a beginning. He at ",length laid aside his , 
scheme, on discovering that all that can be told of him is 
already m, print; and that it is impracticable to procure any' 
au then tick information in addition to what the world is already 
,possessed 

He had likewise projected, but at what part of his life is not 
ivnown, a work to shew how small a quantity of real fiction 
there is in the world ; and that the same images, with very little 
variation, have served all the authours who have ever written.’' 

His thoughts in the latter part of his life were frequently 
employed on his deceased friends. He often muttered these, 
or such like sentences : Poor man 1 and then he died.’ ” 

“ Speaking of a certain literary friend, * He is a very pompous 
puzzling fellow, (said he); he lent me a letter once that some- 
body had written to him, no matter what it was about; but' he 
wanted to have the letter back, and expressed a mighty value for 
It ; he hoped it was to be met with again, he would not lose it 
for a thousand pounds. I laved my hand upon it soon after- 

She died without a struggle, retaining her faculties to the very last, and as she expressed 
it. having set her house in order, v/as prepared to leave it, at the last summons of 
nature.'* '* 

in his letter to Mrs. Thrale, Sept. 22, he adds, “ Poor Williams has, I hope, seen the 
end of her atllictions. She acted with prudence and she bore with fortitude. She has left 

'sae. ' ' 

' Thou thy wearj? task hast done, 

Home art gone, and ta'en thy wages.* 

Had she had good humour and prompt elocution, her universal curiosity and comprehen- 
sive knowledge would have made her the delight of all that knew her. She has left hear 

little to your charity-school.'*— M. 3, 

1 Prayers and Meditations, p,^ 226. , 

2 Mr. Malone observes, This, however, was entirely a mistake, as appears from th® 
Memoirs published by Mr. Noble. Had Johnson been furnished with the materials which 
the industry of that gentleman has procured, and with others which, it is believed, are yet 
preserved in manuscript, he would, without doubt, have produced a most valuable and 
curious history of Cromweli's, life," ^ 

[I may add, that, had Johnson given us a Life of Cromwell, we should not have been 
disgusted in numberless instances with — “ My Lord Protector," and “ My Lady 
Protectress and certainly the brutal ruffian who presided in the bloody assembly 
that murdered their sovereign, would have been characterized by very different epithets 
than those which are applied to him in this work, where we find Mm described as “ th« 
DETERMINED' 'Bradshaw,*' — ^M.3 '"' 
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wards, and gave it him. I believe I said, I was very glad to 
have met with it O, then he did not know that it signified 
^any thing. So you see, when the letter\'was lost it was ■ worth a 
thousand pounds, and when it was found it ., was not worth 
a farthing.* ” 

: “ The style and character of his conversation . is pretty 
. generally known ; it was certainly conducted in conformity with 
E' precept:, of .Lord Bacon, but it is not clear, I apprehend, 
that 'this .conformity -waS'- either perceived or intended, by 
Johnson. The precept alluded to is as follows : ^ In all kinds 
of speech, either pleasant, grave, .severe, . or ordinary, .:it is 
convenient to speak leisurely, and '.rather drawlingiy: than 
hastily : because hasty speech confounds ■ the memory, and 
oftentimes, besides the unseemliness, drives a man. .either tO' 
stammering, a non-plus, or harping.. on that which should 
follow ; whereas a slow speech con'firmeth the memory, addeth 
a conceit of wisdom to the hearers, besides ' a seemlinesS' of 
speech and countenance.*^ Dr. Johnson’s method of conversa- 
tion was certainly calculated to excite attention, and to amuse and 
instruct, (as it happened,) without wearying or confusing his com- 
pany. He was always most perfectly clear and perspicuous ; 
and his language was so accurate, and his sentences so neatly 
constructed, that his conversation might have been all printed 
without any correction. At the same time, it was easy and 
natural ; the accuracy of it had no appearance of labour, con- 
straint, or stiffness ; he seemed more correct than others, by the 
force of habit, and the customary exercises of his powerful 
'■mind**-: ' 

“ He spoke often in praise of French literature. The French 
are excellent in this, (he would say,) they have a book on every 
subject* From what he had seen of them he denied them the 
praise of superior politeness, and mentioned, with very visible 
disgust, the custom they have of spitting on the floors of their 
apartments, * This, (said the Doctor) is as gross a thing as can 
well be done ; and one wonders how any man, or set of men, 
can persist in so offensive a practice for a whole day together ; 
one should expect that the first effort towards civilization would 
remove it even among savages,* ** 

“Baxter*s ‘Reasons of the Christian religion,* he thought 
contained the best collection of the evidences of the divinity of 
the Christian system.** 

“Chymistry was always an interesting pursuit mth Dr. 

^ SHints for Civil Oonversation.— Bacon's Works, 4to,, voL i. p. 57X.— M .3 
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Johnson. Whilst be was in Wiltshire,: .he attended some 
expennients that were made by a physician at Salisbury, on the 
new lands of air. In' .the. course of the experi,meiits frequent 
mention' being, made' of Dr. Priestley, .Dr.. Johnson knit Ms' 
brows, and m a, stern manner enquired, ‘Why do we hear so 
much rf , .Dr.. ' Priestley r ^ He .was very . properly answered, 
bir, '.because we are indebted to him- -for these important 
discoveries.' On this Dr. Johnson appeared .well content pand 
repiiecl, ., -Well, ..well,, I believe we arcj and .-let 'every man -have 
the honour he, has , merited.”^ " 

. . ‘‘ A Tripd was one day, about ' two years before his ' death, • 
struck , with some instance of. Dr. Johnson^s great candour, 

^ Well, Sir, Jsaid he,) I vji always say that you' are a very candid 
man. - Jill you, (replied, the Doctor,) I doubt then you. .will 
be very singular. But, indeed, Sir, (continued he,) I look upon 
myseh to be a man very much misunderstood. I arn not an un- 
candid,^ nor am I a severe man. I sometimes say more than I 
mean, in. jest j and people are apt to 'believe me .serious : 
however, I am more candid than I was. when I was younger. 
As I:" know more of mankind, I expect less of them, and am 
ready now to call a man a good man, upon easier terms than I 
was formerly.^' 


•» ! do not _ wonder at Johnson’s displeasure when the name of Dr. Priestley was 
mentjoned ; tor I know no witer who has been suffered to publish more pernicious 
doctrines. I shall instance only three. First, Materialism \ bv which wrVwf is denied 
.0 human nature; which, if believed, must deprive us of everj^ elevated principle. 
Secondly, ; or the doctrine that every action, whether good or bad, is included 

m an unchangeable and unavoidable system ; a notion utterly subversive of moral govern- 


, , , , ' _ -7 — mortals into despair, as they 

;onkl no lon^^er hope for the “rest that remaineth for the people of God,” or for that 


'tappmess which is revealed to us as something beyond our present conceptions ; but would 
‘etn themselves doomed to a continuation of the .1-— 1^. .. 


. . . , ' ’•>" w. .ae uneasy*" state under which tbevnow groan. 

' say /nothing the petinant intemperance with which he dares to insult the venerable 

establishments of his .countr}?. 

As a specimen of his writings, i shall quote the following passage, which appears to me 
liquady ar.surd and impious, and which might have been retorted upon him by the men 
wao were prosecuted for burning his house. “I cannot, (says he,) as a necessarian. 

imeaninsr necgssiiii.n.etn..'\ Knfja T • « ’ 


[meaning necessitar/an,] hate any man ; because I consider him as heinr. in all resoerts 
just wnat God has made hhn tohe\ and also a*: ffl 


- , , . ^ O as 

what he was ejcJ^ressiy aes^.y:ned anc appointed to do : God being th& only cause, and men 
nothing more than the i^isimimenis sn his hands to execute all his Illustrations 

of Pliilosopmca! Necessity, ^p. 111. 

The Reverend Dr. Parr, in a late tract, appears to suppose that Dr, Johnson not onh> 
enaured, out almost solicited an interview with Dr. Priestley. In justice to Dr. 
Johnson, 1 declare my firm belief that he never did. My illustrious friend was particularly 
resolute in not giving countenance to men whose writings he considered as pernicious to 
society. I was present at Oxford when Dr. Price, even before he had rendered himself so 
generally obnoxious by his zeal fos the French Revolution, came into a company where 
Jotinson was, who instantly left the room. Much more would he :have reprobated Dr. 

Priestley*. ■■ ■ 

Whoever wishes to see a perfect delineation of this Literary Jack of all Trades may find 
it in .an ingenious tract, entitled, “ A small Whole-Length of Dr. Priestley," printed 
for Rivingtons in 'St. Paul’s Church-Yard."'." ■ •' ' ■ 
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On his return from lieale he wrote to Dr. Burney.—** I came 
borne on the' iSth of September^ at noon, to a very disconsolate 
house. You and I have- lost our friends ; but you have more 
friends at home. My domestick companion is taken from me-. 
She is much missed,, for Ber acquisitions were many,.. and her 
curiosity universal ; so that she partook . of every conversation. 
.1 -am not well enough to go much out; and to sit, .and eat, or 
fast aioiie, is ■ very wearisome. I al-ways . ■ mean ^ to send my 
compliments to all the ladies.” ' ' 

His fortitude and. patience met wi.th' severe trials during this 
year.'^ The- stroke of ■ the palsy has - been -related ^ circum» 
'stantially ; but- he was ■also a.filicted with ■ the gout, and was 
besides troubled with a complaint' which not only 'was attended 
with -immediate inconvenience,, but threatened him , with, a 
chirurgical operation, from which most men would shrink. ' The 
complaint was a sarcacek^ which Johnson -bore with uncommon 
firmness, and was not at all frightened while lie' looked forward 
to amputation. ■ He was attended by Mr. Pott and ,Mr. Cruik- 
shank. I have before me a- letter of the ^otli of July this year, 
to Mr. Cruikshank, in which he says, **I am going to put m,y- 
self into your bands : and another, accompanying a set of his 
** Lives .of the Poets,” in which he says, '* I beg your ' accept- 
ance uf. these volumes, - as an- acknowledgement of the' great 
favours which you have bestowed on, Sir, your most obliged 
and' most humble servant.” I have in my '.possession,- several 
more letters from him to Mr. Cruikshank, and also to Dr. 
Mudge at Plymouth, which, .it wou.l.d ,be improper to- insert,. ' as 
they are tilled with unpleasing technical details. I shall, 
"however, " extract from his letters to Dr. M'udge ' .such passages 
as shew either a felicity of 'expression, or -the' undaunted state 
of his mind. 

My conviction of your skill, and my belief of your friend'' 
ship, determine me to entreat your opinion and advice.” — **Iii 
this state, I with great earnestness desire you to tell me what is 
to be done. Excision is doubtless necessary to the cure, and 
I know not any means of palliation. The operation is doubt- 
less painful ; but is it dangerous ? The pain I hope to endure 
with decency ; but I am loth to put life into much hazard,” — 
“ By representing the gout as an antagonist to the palsy, you 
have said enough to make it welcome. This is not strictly the 
first fit, but I hope it is as good as the first ; for it is the second 
that ever confined me ; and the first was ten years ago, much 
less fierce and fiery than this.”— ** Write, dear Sir, what you can 
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!° V encourage me. The operation is not delayed by 

any fears or objections of mine.” uciaycu oy 

“To Bennet Langton, Esq. 

BEAR SIRj ' , , . V ^ ^ . 

You may very reasonably charge me with insensibility of 
your kindness, and that of lady Rothes, since I K .Sed 
p®'®® '^‘thout paying any acknowledgement I 

noaht T ^ ^ not sooner I 

ougnt to tell you. I went mto Wiltshire as soon as I well 

there much employed in palUating my own 
malady. Disease produces much selfishness A man in nain 

. aaii dipose oi them. In the mean time 'I have lost a com- 

wiv\SrT domestickamuLment 

.ur tmrtj. years, and whose vanety of knowledge never was 

exhaustea ; and now return to a habitation vacant and desolate 
I carr}> about a very troublesome and dangerous complaint’ 
which admits no cure but by the chirurgical knife. Ut me 

oave your prayers. I am, &c. ec me 

“London, Sept. 29. 1783.” “SaM. JOHNSON.” 

Happity the cotnplaint abated without his being put to the 
torture of amputatioii. But we must surely admire the manly 
resolution which he discovered, while it hung over him. 

In a letter to the same gentleman he writes, “ The gout has 
withm these four days come upon me with a violence which I 
never e.xpenenced before. It made me helpless as an infant 
And m another, having mentioned Mrs. Williams, he says,- 
whose death following that of Levett, has now made my bouse 
a solitude. She left her little substance to a charity-school 
She is, I hope, where tnere is neither darkness, nor want nor 

I wrote to him, begging to know the state of his health, and 
mentioned that “Baxter’s Anacreon, which is in the library at 
Auchmleck, was, I find, collated by my father in 1727 with 
the MS. belonging to the University of Leyden, and he has 
made a number of Notes upon it. Would you advise me to 
publish a new edition of it ? ” 

His answer was dated September 30.— “You should not 
make your letters such rarities, when you know, or might know 
the uniform state of my health. It is very long since I heard 

Mrs. 'Anna: 'Williams. 
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from you ; and that I have not answered is a very insufficient | 

reason for the silence of a friend.— Your Anacreon is a very | 

uncommon book ; neither London nor Cambridge can supply ; 

a copy of that edition. Whether it should be reprinted, you 
cannot do better than consult Lord Hailes.— Besides my ; 

constant and radical disease, I have been for these ten days : 

much harassed with the gout ; but that has now remitted. I | 

hope God will yet grant me a little longer life, and make me ! 

less unfit to appear before him.” _ f 

He this autumn received a visit from the celebrated | 
Mrs. Siddons. He gives this account of it in one of his letters ; 
to Mrs. Thrale [October 27] “ Mrs. Siddons, in her mit_ to : 
me, behaved mth great modesty and propriety, and left nothing 
behind her to be censured or despised. Neither praise nor ; 

money, the two powerful corrupters of manScmd, seemed to ' 

have depraved her. I shall be glad to see her again. Her * 

brother Kemble calls on me, and pleases me very well. Mrs. 
Siddons and I talked of plays ; and she told me her intention ; 

of exhibiting this winter the characters of Constance, Catharine, ; 

and Isabella, in Shakspeare.” I 

Mr. Kemble has favoured me with the follotving minute of | 
what passed at this visit. ; 

“ 'When Mrs. Siddons came into the room, there happened | 
to be no chair ready for her, which he observing, said with a 
gmllp., “ Madam, you who so often occasion a want of seats to 
other people, will the more easily excuse the want of one . 
yourself.” ! 

“ Having placed himself by her, he with great good humour j 

entered upon a consideration of the English drama ; and, I 

among other enquiries, pai ticularly asked her which of Shak- j 

speare’s characters she was most pleased with. Upon her ; 

answering that she thought the character of Queen Catharine, 
in Henry the Eighth, the most natural : — ‘ I think so too, i 

Madam, (said he ; ) and whenever you perform it, I will once 1 

more hobble out to the theatre myself.’ Mrs. Siddons pro- ; 

raised she would do herself the honour of acting his iavourite , 

part for him; but many circumstances happened to prevent i 

the representation of King Henrj' the Eighth during the Doc- : 
tor’s life. j 

“ In the course of the evening he thus gave his opinion upon ! 

the merits of some of the principal performers whom he | 

remembered to have seen upon the stage. ‘ Mrs. Porter, in the j 

vehemence of rage, and Mrs.. Clive, in the sprightliness of i 
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humour, . I have never .seen equalled. ' 'What Clive did best,. she 
d,id better than ■Garricl: ; but . 'could not 'do. half so many things 
well; she was a better romp than, any I ever saw in nature.—' 
Pritchard, in common life, was a vulgar ideot ; she would .talk 
of but, when she appeared upon the stage, seemed 

to be.'mspired^ by gentility and understanding, — I once talked 
with Colley Cibber, and thought him ignorant of the principles 
of,, his art.' — Garrick, Madam, was no declaimer; there was not 
one, of, his own scene-shifters , who could 'not have spoken Tobe^ 
m'.mtMh^hoxXQt than he did ; yet he, .was the only actor I ever 
saw, who,m I could call a master both in tragedy and comedy ; 
though ,1 liked him best in comedy. A true conception of 
character, and natural .expression of it, were' his distinguished 
excellencies.* Having expatiated, with his usual force and 
eloque,iice, on Mr. Garrick*s extraordinary eminence as an actor, 
he concluded with this compliment to his social talents * And 
after all, Madam, ,I thought him less to be envied on the stage 
than at the head of a table.*** 

Johnson, indeed, had thought more upon the subject of acting 
than might be generally supposed. Talking of it one day to 
Mr, Kemble, he said, “ Are you, Sir,, one of those enthusiasts 
who believe yourself transformed into the very character you 
represent?” Upon Mr. Kemble*s answering^ — that he had 
never felt so strong a persuasion himself ; “ To be sure not, Sir, 
(said Johnson ;) the thing is impossible. And if Garrick really 
believed himself to be that monster, Richard the Third, he 
deserved to be hanged every time he performed it.*’^ 

\ My worthy friend, Mr. John Nichols, was present when Mr. Henderson, the actor, 
paid a visit to Br. Johnson; and was received in a very courteous manner.— See 
‘ Gentleman’s, Magazine," June 1791. 

I found among Dr. Johnson’s papers, the following letter to him, from the celebrated 
M.rs. Bellamy . ., 

“ To Dr. Johnson. 

/ „ “SiR, . , _ 

' *'■ The .nattering remembrance of the partiality you honoured me with, some years 
ago, '.as well as the humanity you' are known to possess, has encouraged me to solicit your 
patronage at my Benedt. 

, By a long Chancery suit, and a complicated train of unfortunate events, I am reduced 
to the greatest distress;, which obliges me, once more, to request the indulgence of the 
publick. 

..‘‘ Give me leave .to .solicit the honour of your company, and to assure you, if you grant 
my request, the gratification I shall feel, from being patronized by Dr. Johnson, will be 
infinitely superiour to any advantage that may arise from the Benefit ; as 'I am, with , the 
profoundest respect, Sir, 

“ Your most obedient, humble servant, 

“G.,A. Beixa'mv." 

'.*‘.'No.."io,'.Duke'“S,treet, St. '.James s,' 

:.May II, tySs.” : . 

I am happy in recording these particulars, which prove that iny illustrious friend lived 
to think much more favourably of Flayers than he appears to have done iu the early part 
of his .life*' 
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[To **Mrs. Lucv Porter, in Lichfield. ' 

DEAR MADAM, . 

■ ' ■ “'The death of poor ■■Mr. Porter, of which, your ,,m,aid has 
sent an account, must have very much surprised you. The 
death of a friend is almost always im,expected : 'we do, not love 
. to . think of it, aiid therefore are not prepared for its coming.,. 
He waSi I think, a religious ,man, and therefore that his end was 
,'happy.' ■■ ■■ ,■'■ 

Death has likewise visited my mournful habitation. Last 
■month died Mrs. Williams, who had been to ,!iie for thirty years 
in the place of a sister: her knowledge was great, and , her, 
conversation pleasing. ■■ I now live in cheerless solitude. ,, 

My two last years have^ passed under the pressure of 
successive diseases. ■ I have lately had the gout , with some 
■severity. But I wonderfully escaped the operation which .1 
mentioned, and am upon ' the whole restored to health beyond 
my own expectation. 

‘‘As we daily see our friends die round us, we that are left 
must cling closer, and, if w^e can do nothing more, at least pray 
for one another ; and remember, that as others die we must die 
too, and prepare ourselves diligently for the last great trial I 
am, Madam, 

“ Yours affectionately, 

■ “Sam. Johnson.”] 

** Bolt-court, Fieet-street, 

Nov. 10, 17S3.” 

A pleasing instance of the generous attention of one of his 
friends has been discovered by the publication of Mrs. Thrale*s 

■ collection of Letters. In a letter to one of 'the Miss Thralesri 

■ he^'. writes, “A: friendv whose name I wdll tell , when. ..your 
mamma has tried to guess it, sent to my physician to enquire 
whether this long train of illness had brought me into difficulties 
for want of money, with an invitation to send to him for w^'hat 
occasion required. I shall write this night to thank him, 
having no need to borrow.” And afterwards, in a letter to Mrs. 
Thraie, “Since you cannot guess, I will tell you, that the 
generous man was Gerard Hamilton. I returned him a very 
thankful and respectful letter.” ^ 

I applied to Mr. Hamilton, by a common friend, and he 
has been so obliging as to let me have Johnson^s letter to him 
upon this occasion, to adorn my collection. 

I Vol ri. p. sat a VoL IL p, 34s. 
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‘To THE Right Honourable William Gerard Hamilton. 


*'DEAR SIR, 


: ‘^TouR.kiiid enquiries after my affairs, and your generous' 
ofiers, ■ have been communicated' to me by Dr. Brocldesby, I 
return thanks with great sincerity, having lived long enough to 
know .what gratitude, is due^ to such' friendship; , 'and . entreat 
that, my refusal may not be imputed to suilenness or pride. 'I' 
am.,, mdeed, in 'iio wan^^^ .'Sickness.', is, by the'- generosity of my 
.physicians,' of, little expence- to me. But 'if any unexpected 
exigence' should press nie, you shall see, dear'Sir, how cheerfully 
I, can: be obliged to so much liberality. ' I am, Sir, , . 

, “ Your most .obedient .' 

“ And most humble servant, 

■ “Sam. Johnson.'’ 

“November 19, !7S3.” 


I liiid^n, this, as in former years, notices of his kind attention 
to Mrs. Gardiner, who, though in the humble station of a tallow- 
chandler upon Snowhill, ivas a woman of excellent good sense, 
pious, and charitable,^ She told me, she had been introduced 
to him by Mrs. Masters, the poetess, whose volumes he revised, 
and, it is said, illuminated here and there with a ray of his own 
genius. Mrs. Gardiner was very zealous for the support of the 
Ladies’ charity-school, in the parish of St. Sepulchre. It is 
confined to females ; and, I am told, it afforded a hint for the 
story oi .Betfy Broom in “ The Idler.” Johnson this year, I 
find, obtained for it a sermon from the late Bishop of St 
Asaph, Dr. Shipley, w'^hom he, in one of his letters to Mrs. 
Thrale, characterises as “ knowing and conversible ; ” and whom 
all who knew his Lordship, even those who differed from him 
in politicks, remember with much respect 
^ The Earl of Carlisle having wTitten a tragedy, entitled “ The 
I^ather’s Revenge,” some of his Lordship’s friends applied to 
Mrs. Chapone, to prevail on Dr. Johnson to read and give his 
opinion of it, which he accordingly did, in a letter to that lady. 
Sir Joshua Reynolds having informed me that this letter was in 
Lord Carlisle’s possessior^ though I was not fortunate enough 
to have the honour of being known to his Lordship, trusting to 
the general courtesy of literature, I wrote to him, requesting the 
favour of a copy of it, and to be permitted to msert it in my 
Life of Dr. Johnson, His Lordship was so good as to comply 

[la Iiis Will Dr. Johnson left her a book “ at her election, to keep as a token of 


remembrance. — M.] 

[This excellent woman died September 13, 1789, aged 74.— -A. Chalmers.] 
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with my request, and'has' thus enahled me^ to enrich tny work 
with a very .fine piece of writing, which displays: both the 
critical skill and politeness of myiliustriouS; friend:; and perhaps 
the curiosity which it will excite, may induce the noble and 
elegant .Authour to gratify the world by the publication^ of a 
performance, of which Dr. Johnson has spoken .in such terms. 

^‘■■To Mrs. Chapone. , 

' MADAM, 

sending the tragedy to me a second' time, I think that 
a. very honourable distinction has been shewn me, and I did not 
delay the perusal, of which' I am now to tell the, e,tTect. 

■ The construction of - the play is not conipIeteiyTeguiar ; the 
stage is too. often vacant, and the scenes are not sufficiently 
connected. This., however, would be called by Dryden only a 
mechanical defect ; which takes away little from the power of 
the poem, and which is seen rather than felt. 

'*‘ A rigid, examiner of the diction might, perhaps, wish so.me 
words changed, and some lines more vigorously term.inated.' 
But from such petty imperfections what writer was ever free ? 
The general form ' and force of the dialogue is of more 

■ importance. It seems to want that quickness of reciprocation 
which characterises the English drama, and is not always 
sufficiently fervid or animated. 

“ Of the sentiments, I remember not one that F wished 

- omitted. In the imagery I cannot forbear to distinguish ■ the 
comparison of joy succeeding grief to light rushing on the eye 

’ accustomed to darkness.^ -It seems to have all that can be 
desired to make it -please. - It is new, just, and , delightfiiL 

- -■ -“- With the characters, either as conceived or preserved, I 
have DO fault to find; -but was much inclined to congratulate a 
writer, wlio, in defiance of, prejudice and fashion, made the 
Archbishop agood man, and scorned all thoughtless applause, 
which a vicious churchman would' have brought' him. - 

'“'The catastrophe is alTecting. The Father and Daughter 
both culpable, both wretched, and both penitent, divide between 
them our pity and our sorrow, 

J A few copies only of this tragedy ba\-e been printed, and given to the authour’s 
friends. _ - . 

2 Dr. Johnson having been very ill when the tragedy was first sent to hirnj had declined 
the consideration of it. 

* “ I could have borne my woes ; that stranger Joy 

Wounds while it smiles ;—Thc long imprisonU wretchf 
Emerging from the night of his damp ceil, 

Shrinks-from the sun’s bright beams ; and that which flings 
Gladness o'er all, to him is agony.*' 



To James Boswell^ Esq. 

“ dear sir, 

“ Like ail other men who have great, friends, you begin to 
feel the pangs of neglected merit; and all the comfort that I 
can give 'you is, by telling you that you have probably .more 
pangs to feel, and more neglect to suffer. You have, indeed, 
begun to complain too soon ; and I .hope I am the only con- 
fidant' of your ■ discontent. Your ■ friends have not yet had 
leisure. to gratify personal kindness; they have hitherto been 
busy in strengthening. their minisierial interest. . If a vacancy 
: '.happens in 'hcotlaiid, give them , early intelligence : and as you 
can serve Government as ' powerfully as any of your probable 
,' competitors, you may make in some sort a warrantable claim. 

; ;f ‘ Of the exaltations and. depressions of .your mind you delight 
to. talk, and I hate .to heax. Drive, all such fancies from you. 

“On the day when I received your letter, I think, the fore- 
going page was written ; to w'hich one disease or another has 
hindered me from making any additions. I am now a little 
better. But sickness and solitude press me very heavily. I 
could bear sickness better, if I were relieved from solitude. 

“ I he present dreadful confusion of the publick ought to 
make you wrap yourself up in your hereditary possessions, 
which, though, , less than . you may wish, are more than you can 
want; and in an hour of religious retirement return thanks to 


, Thus, .Madam, I, have performed what I did not willingly 
undertake, ..and coold. 'Hot decently .'refuse. ' 'The noble writer 
’Will, be .pleased ' to remember that ' sincere " criticism ought to 
raise no resentment, ^ because , judgement is 'not under' the 
controiil of will ; but involuntary criticism, as it has still less 
of choice, ought tO' be more rem.ote' from possibility of offence. 

“ I am, &c. 

f.'ivT '■ 1.' "o o “'Sam, Johnson.” 

... I consulted' him on two questions of a very different nature : 
one. whether the ^iincoiistitutional influence exercised by the' 
'Peers, of Scotland in the election of the representatives of the 
.Commons, by means of fictitious qualifications, ought not to be 
resisted -the, other. What in, propriety and humanity, should 
be done with old horses unable to labour. I gave him some 
account of my life at Aucliinieck ;:.,and expressedmy satisfaction 
that' the gentlemen of the country had, at two publick meetings, 
elected me tiieir Freeses^ or Chairman. 
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GoDj who has exempted you from any strong temptation to 
faction, treachery, plunder, and disloyalty. 

■ As your neighbours ■ distinguish you by such honours as 
they can bestow^, /content yourself with your station, without 
neglecting' your profession. Your estate and the Courts will 
4iid you Ml employment, and your mind well occupied will be 
":quiet - ' 

The. usurpation of .the nobility, for they apparently usurp 
ail the. influence they gain by fraud and mssrepresentation, I 
think it certainly lawful, perhaps your duty, to resist. What is 
not their own, they have, only by robbery. . : • 

■ Your ''question about the horses gives me more perplexity. 

I know not well what ad\ice to give you. I can only recommend 
a rule which you do not want ; — give as little pain as you can. 
I suppose that, '.we 'have a' right to their service while their 
strength lasts';, what we can do with them .afterwards, I cannot 
so easily determine. But 'let us consider, ■ .Nobody denies, 
that man has. a right first to milk the cow, and to sheer the 
sheep, and then, to kill them for his table. May 'he not, by 
parity of reason, first work a horse, and then kill him the easiest 
way, that he' may have the means of another horse, or fpod for 
cows and sheep ?■ Man is influenced in both cases by different 
motives of self-interest. He that rejects the one must reject 
the other. 

- “I am,' &c. 

‘*Sam. Johnson.”'. 

‘*I..ondon, Dec. 24, 17S3.’* 

A happy and pious Christmas ; and many happy years to 
you, your lady, and children.” 

'..' The late ingenious Mr. Mickle, some time before his death, 

^ wroteune a letter concerning Dr. Johnson, in which he mentions, 

was upwards of twelve. ' years acquainted with him,, .was. 
frequently in bis company, always talked with ease to him, and 
can truly say, that I never received from him one rough word.” 

In this letter he relates his having, while engaged in trans- 
lating the Lusiad, had a dispute of considerable length with 
Johnson, who, as usual, declaimed upon the misery and 
corruption of a sea life, and used this expression : — “ It had 
been happy for the world, Sir, if your hero, Gama, Prince 
Henry of Portugal, and Columbus, had never been born, or 
that their schemes had never gone farther than their o\Yn 
imaginations.” — “This sentiment, (says Mr. Mickle,) which is 
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to be found in Ms ® Introduction to the 'World displayed/ I, in 
my :Dissertation prefixed to the Lusiad,.. have controverted ; .and 
though authours' are said to be bad judges of their: own works, 
I am^ not asha,med to own to a friend, that that dissertation is 
my iavo.urite above all ■ that I, ever ''attempted in prose. . Mext 
year, when the .Lusiad was published, I waited on Dr. Johnson,, 
who addressed me with one of his good-humoured smiles : — 

* Well, : you have remernbered our; dispute about Prince Henry, 
and 'have , cited me, too. You have done your part very ' well 
indeed :' you have made the best- of your argument ; but lam 
.not co.nvi.nced yet.^ 

, Before publishing, the Lusiad, I sent, Mr. Ploole a proof of 
that part of ^ the introductio'n, in which I make mention of Dr. 
Johnson, yourself/and other well-wishers to the work, begging 
it might be shewn to Dr. Johnson. This was accordingly 
done ; and in place of the simple mention of him which I had 
made, he dictated to Mr. ITooie" the sentence as it now stands. 

®*Dr. Johnson told me in 1772, that, about twenty years 
before that time, he himself had a design to translate the 
Lusiad, of the merit of which he spoke highly, but had been 
prevented by a number of other engagements.” 

Mr. Mickle reminds me in this letter, of a conversation at 
dinner one day at Mr. Hoole's with Dr, Johnson, when Mr. 
Nicoi, the King^s Bookseller, and I, attempted to controvert 
the maxim, better that ten guilty should escape, than one 
innocent person suffer;” and were answered by Dr. Johnson 
with great power of reasoning and eloquence. I am very sorry 
that I have no record of that day: but I well recollect my 
illustrious friend's having ably shewn, that unless civil institutions 
ensure protection to the innocent, all the confidence which 
mankind should have in them w^ould be lost. 

I shall here mention what, in strict chronological arrange- 
ment, should have appeared in rny account of last year ; but 
may more properly be introduced here, the controversy having 
not been closed till this. The Reverend Mr. Shaw, a native 
of one of the Hebrides, having entertained doubts of the 
authenticity of the poems ascribed to Ossian, divested himself 
of national bigotry ; and having travelled in the Highlands and 
Islands of Scotland, and also in Ireland, in order to furnish 
himself with materials for a Gaelick Dictionary, which he after- 
wards compiled, was so fully satisfied that Dr. Johnson was in 
the right upon the question, that he candidly published a 
pamphlet, stating his conviction, and the proofs and reasons on 
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which it was founded. A person at Edinburgh, of ■ the iiaine 
of Clark, answered this 'pamphlet with,^ much zeal, and: much 
abuse of its authour. ■. Johnson took , Mr. Shaw under his 
■protectioiij and 'gave him 'bis assistance in '. writing' a reply, 
which has been admired by the best judges, and by ma,ny been 
considered as conclusive. A few paragraphs, which sufficiently 
mark their great Authour, shall be selected. 

My assertions are, for the most part, purely negative : I 
deny the existence, of Fingai, because in a long 'and, curious 
peregrination through the Gaelick regions I have never been 
able to find it. I ■ could not see myself, I suspect to be 

equally imisible to others; and I suspect \’^ith the' more reason, 
as, a'iiiong all those who have seen it no ma,n can shew it., ' 

‘‘ Mr. Clark compares the obstinacy of those who disbelieve 
the genuineness of Ossian to a blind man, who should dispute 
the reality of colours, and deny that the British ' troops ' are 
nloathed .in red. The blind man’s doubt would be rational, if 
he did not know by experience that others have .power which 
he himseh wants : but what perspicacity has Mr. Clark which 
Nature has vdthheld from me or the rest of mankind ,? 

“The true state of the parallel must be this. Suppose a 
man, with eyes like his neighbours, was told by a boasting 
corporal, that the troops, indeed, wore red clothes for their 
ordinary dre.ss, but that every soldier had likewise ,a suit of 
black velvet, which he puts on when the King reviews them. 
This he thinks strange, and -desires to see the fine clothes, but 
finds nobody in 'fo.rty thousand men that can produce either 
coat or waistcoat One, indeed,' has le'ft them' in his, chest at 
Port Mahon ; another -has always heard that he ■ ought to 
have velvet clothes' somewhere-; and a third ' has heard some- 
body say, that soldiers o.ught to wear velvet. Can the enquirer 
■be blamed if he goes away believing that a soldier’s red coat is 
ail that he has? 

“But the most .obdurate i,ncredulity may be shamed or 
silenced by facts. To overpower contradictions, let the soldier 
show his velvet coat, and the Fingalist the original of Ossian. 

“ The difference between us and the blind man is this : the 
blind man is unconvinced, because he cannot see; and we, 
because, though we can see, we find that nothing can be shown.’’ 

Notwithstanding the complication of disorders under vdiich 
Johnson now laboured,’ he did mot resign himself to despondency 
and discontent, but with wisdom and spirit endeavoured to 
console and amuse his mindlmth as many innocent enjoyments 
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as he could procure. Sir John . Hawkins has, mentioned the 
cordiality , with which he insisted' that such 'of ■ the members of 
.'the old ciub in dvy-iane .as survived, should meet again.' and 
dine together, .which: they did, twice "at a tavern, .and once.at 
his house : and in order to ensure .himself society .in the evening' 
for three days in the week, he instituted a club at the Essex 
Head, in Essex-street, then kept by Samuel Greaves, an old 
servant,. of Mr. Thrale's. ' 

To Sir Joshua 'Reynolds. 

. “ dear , sir, ■ ■ ■ 

' ^ “ It is inconvenient to me to come .out ; I should else, have 
waited on you with an account of a little Evening-Club which 
we are establishing in Essex-street, in the Strand, and of which 
you are desired to be one. ' It will be held at the Essex Head, 
.now kept by an old servant of Thrale’s. . The company iS' 
numerous, and, as' you will see by the list, miscellaneous. • The 
terms, are lax, and the .expences light.- Mr. Barry .was adopted 
by ,I)r. . Brocklesby,, who joined with me in forming the plan. 
We meet thrice a week, and he who misses forfeits two-pence. 

If you are willing to become a member, d.raw a line under 
your name. Return the list We meet for the first time on 
Monday at eight. 

I am, &c. 

■“Sam. Johnson.”' 

“ Dec. 4, ,1783.** 

It did not .suit Bir Joshua to be one of .this Club. , But .when 
I, mention only, Mr. Dailies Barrington, Dr. Brocklesby,. Mr. 
Murphy, "Mr. John Nichols, Mr. Cooke,. Mr., Joddrell, 'Mr. 
Paradise,. Dr. Horsley, Mr. Windham,^ I shall sufficiently 
obviate the roisrepresentation of it by Sir John Hawkins, as if 
it had been' a low ale-house, association, by. which Johnson .was 
degraded.' . Johnson, himself, like his namesake- O.ld -, Ben, 
composed , the '.Rules of , his Club.^ ■ ■ 

II was in Scotland when this Club was founded, and during ali the winter. Johnson, 
however, declared i should be a member, and invented a word upon the occasion: 
“Boswell, (said he) is a very chd^able man.” IVhen I came^to town, I was proposed by 
Mr. Barrington, and chosen. I believe there ate few societies where there xs better 
conversation or more decorum. Several of us resolved to continue it after our great 
rounder was removed by death. Other members w'ere added ; and now, above eight 
years since that loss, we go on happily. 

2 Rules. 

“ To-day deep thoughts v/ith me resolve to drench 
In mirth, which after no repenting draws. — Milton. 

“ The Club shall consist of four-and-twenty. 

“The meetings shall be on the Monday, Thursday, and Saturday of every week; but 
in the week before Easter there shall be no meeting. ; 


494 The Life of Dr. Johnson 

la the end of this year be was seized with a spasmodick 
asthma of. such violence, that he was condned to the house in 
great pain, being sometimes obliged to sit all night in his chair, 
a recumbent posture being so hurtful to his respiration, that he 
could not endure lying in bed ; and there came upon him, at 
the same time that oppressive and fatal disease,, a dropsy. . It 
was: ...a very severe winter, which probably aggravated his 
cornplaints ; ' and the solitude. in which Mr. ,L,evett ' and Mrs. 
Williams had left him, rendered his life; .very gloomy. Mrs. 
Desmoulins, ' who still lived, was herself, so .very ill, that she 
could con,tribote very little to his relief.' ■ He, how.ever, had 
■none of.' that unsocial shyness which, we commonly see in. 
people affiicted with sickness.- He did. not hide his headfro.iii 
the world, in solitary abstraction ; he did not deny himself to 
the. .visits of his friends and acquaintances;, but at ail tim..es, 
when he was -not overcome by sleep, was ready for conversation 
as in his best days. ■■ 

Mrs. Lucy Porter, in Lichfielb. 

“ DEAR MADAM, 

“ You may perhaps think me neglige.nt that .1 have not 
written to you again upon the .loss of your brother ; but con- 
dolences and consolations are such common and such' useless 
things, that the omission of them is no great crime : and my 
own diseases occupy my mind, and engage my care. My 
.nights are miserably restless, and my days, there,fo.re, are, 

*• Every member is at liberty to introduce a friend once a week, but iiot ofiener. 

** Two members shall oblige tbepselves to attend in, tbeir turn, every .night from eight 
to ten, or to procure two to attend in their room. 

' ' . ** Every member present at the Club shall spend at least sixpence; and every member 
who stays away sbalHorfek threepence. 

■ ’“.'rhe master of the house shallkeep an account of the absent members i and deliver to 
the President of the night a list of the forfeits incurred.^ 

“ When any member returns after absence, he shall immediately lay down his forfeits ; 
which if he omits to do, the President shall require. 

“ There shall be no general reckoning, but every man shall adjust bis own expences. 

'’The night of indispensable attendance will come to every member once a manth. 
Whoever shall for three months together omit to attend himself, or by substitution; nor 
shall nuke any apology in the fourth month, shall be considered as Iiaving abdi«2ated 
the Club. 

‘'When a vacancy is to be filled, the name of the candidate, and of the arember 
recommending him, shall stand in the Club-room three nights. On the fourth be may be 
chosen by ballot ; six members at least being present, and two-thirds of the ballot being 
la his favour ; or the majority, should the numbers not be divisible by three. 

“ The master of ihe house shall give notice, six days before, to each of those members 
whose turn of necessary attendance is come. 

“The notice may be in these words: — ‘Sir, On — the of , will be your 

turn of presiding at the Essex Head. Your company is therefore earnestly requested.’ 

“One penny shall be left by each member for the waiter.” 
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heavy. I try, however, to hold up -my head as high as 1 

■ ■■•. : " ; 7' ■ ■ 

I am sorry that, your health is irn paired ; perhaps the .spring-, 
.and the summer, may, .in some ■ 'degree, ' restore it; but' if 'not," 
we must submit to 'the in con veniences of. time, as to the. other 
dispensations of .Etemal Goodness. Pray for me, and write to 
me, or let Mr., Pearson write for you. 

‘f'l am, &c, ■ ■ 

Johnson./^ 

'LondonhNov.: . 29, !7S3.^*' ' 

And now ,I .am^ .arrived at , the last year of the life of S'A.muel . 
joHNSON, a year in which, although passed in severe indispo- 
sition,.; he iievertiieless gave many evidences of the continuance'' 
of those, wondrous powers of mind, which raised him, so high 
inutile intellectual world; His conversation and his letters of 
' this year were iii,.,no respect inferiour to those of former years. 

,The following is a remarkable proof of his being alive to the 
most riiinute curiosities of literature. ' '" . . 

“To Mr. Dilly, Bookseller, in -the Poultry, 

; “ SIR, 

“ There is in the world a set of books which used to bC' 
sold by .the booksellers on the bridge, and which I must entreat 
'you to procure me. They are called, Burton's Books the 

* [These books are muciht more numerous than Johnson supposed. The following list 
comprises several of them ; but probably is incomplete : 

1. HjsEorical Rarities in London and Westminster . . . i6St 

2. Wars in England, Scotland, and Ireland . . . . i6St 

3. Wonderful Prodigies of Judgement and Mercy . . » r6Si 

4. Strange^ and prodigious religious Customs and Manners of sundry 

, Nations . , , . . . ■ ., .. ■ . . .. . . 1683 

S English Empbe in America . . . . . . 1685 

6. Surprizing Miracles of Nature and Art . . . .. . 1685 

[Admirable Curiosities of Nature, See. j 681. —Probably the 
same book with a different title. 3 

7. History of Scotland . . . . . . . 1685 

3. History of Leiand . . . . . . , 16S5 

9. Two Journies to Jerusalem . .... , . loSs- 

Eo. Nine Wortiiies of the World . . . . . . 1687 

11. Winter’s E%'enings’ Entertainments^ . . . , ■ . 1637 

12. The English Hero, or the Life of Sir Francis Drake . . . l oSy 

J3. Memorable Accidents and unheard-of Transactions . . . 1693 

24. History of the House of Orange . . . , , iix;3 

15. Burton's Acts, of the Martyrs (or, of Martyrs in. ffarnes) . . 1695 

ad. Curiosities of England , . . • . , . . . . . 1697 

17. History of Oliver Cromwell , . . . . . ,698 

iS. Unparalleled Varieties. _ . . ; . . . 1609 

29. Unfortunate Court Favourites of England . . » . 1706 

sjo. History of the Lives of English Divines . , . . , 1709 

21. Ingenious Riddles . . . . ■ , . — — - 

32. Unhappy Princesses, or the History of Anne Boleyn and Lady Jane 

Gray . , . . . . . .. : .. . . „ x73t.o 





r73t.o 



23. Fables in prose aad verse 

24. History of Virginia • . . " ‘ ’ 

25. English Acquisitions in Guinea and the *East Indies 

26. female Excellency, or the Ladies’ Glory 

2B. Ihe English Heroine, or the Life and Adventures of \l-s 

^ commonly called Mother Ross . * Chn.tian 

29, Youth s Divine Pastime ... . , 


496 The Life of Dr. Johnson 

one is Curiosities, Rarities, and Wonders in 

England. I believe there are about five or six of them ; thev 
seem very proper to allure baeWd readers ; be so kind as to 
get them for me, and send me them with the best printed 
edition of ‘ Baxter’s Call to the Unconverted.’ 

“I am, &rc. 

“Jan. 6, 1784.’' “ Sam. JoHNSOK.” 

“To Mr. Perkins. 

“pear sir, 

“I WAS very sorry not to see you, when you were so kind 
as to ca., on me ; but to disappoint friends, and if they are not 
very good-natured, to disoblige them, is one of the evils of sick- 
ness._ if you will please let me know which of the afternoons 
m this week I snail ba favoured with another visit by you and 
Mrs. Perkins, and the young people, I will take all the measures 
that 1 can to De pretty well at that time. I am, dear Sir, 

“ Your most humble servant, ’ 

“Jan. 21. 17S4.” “Sam. Johnson.” 

I Jo ihe Esse.x-Head Club appears from the foi- 

iow'mg letter to Mr. Alderman Clark, a gentleman for whom he 

; aeservediy entertained a ^reat regard. 

“To Richard Clark^ Esq. 

“.DEAR SIR, ■ ■ 

A ^ the .rules of' 

tne ., Lliio, to be at the house as President of the 2ii<>ht. This 

turn comes once a month, and the member is obliged to 
attend or send another in his place. You were enrolled in tlie 
Club by my invitation, and I ought to introduce you ; but as I 
am hindered by sickness, Mr, Hoole will very properly .sunniy 
my place as mtroductor. or yours as President. I hope in 
milder w-eather to be a very constant attendant. 

“ I am, Sir, &c. 

" 7 . UA" “Sa.m. Johnson.” 





You ought to be informed that the ^forfeits- -began with the 
years', and that, every ,mght of ,non>atterxdahce incurs the mulct 
of three-pence^ that iSs nine-pence a- week.” ' ■ 

On ^ the Stli ^of January I wrote to - him, anxiously 
enquiring as to his health, and enclosing my “ Letter to the 
P,eopie of Scotland, on the present state of the nation.” — “ I 
trust, (said' I,) ^ that you 'will be enough, to make allow- 

„ance for my ■ di fferiiig, from you on , two points, ■ [the Middlesex 
Ekction, and the American 'War,] when 'my general principles 
of gpyemmeat are according to your own heart, and wben, at 
a crisis of doubtful event, I stand forth with honest zeal as an 
aneie'ot 'and faithful, Briton. My reason for ' introducing those 
tw^o' points was, that as riiy' opinions with regard to them had 
been declared at the periods %vhen they were least favourable, 
I plight have the credit of a man who is not a worshipper of 
ministerial DO werd'V ' . ■ . 


'^To James Boswell, Esq, 

, “ DEAR- SIR, 

I HEAR of many enquiries which your' kindness has dis- 
posed you to make after me. I have. long- intended you a long 
letter,^ winch perhaps phe imagination of its length hindered me 
from beginning. I will, therefore, content myself with a shorter. 

Having promoted the i,nstitution of a new club in the 
neighbourhood, at the house of an old servant of Thraiefs, I 
wenif thither , to. meet the company, -and was seized with a 
spasmodic asthma, 'so violent, that with difficulty I got to my 
own house, in which I have been confined -eight or nine weeks, 
and from . which I know not when I shall- be able to go even to 
church. '' The asthma, however, is not -the worst. A dropsy 
gains, ground upon ' me ; my legs .and - thighs 'are .very much- 
swollen with water, which I should be content if I. could, .keep 
there j but I am afraid that it will soon be higher. My nights 
are very sleepless , and very -tedious, iknd yet I am 'extrem,ely 
afraid of dying. 

My physicians try to make me hope, that much of my 
malady is the effect of cold, and that some degree at least of 
recovery is to be,, .expected :'fiom vernal- .breezes and summer 
suns. If my life is prolonged to autumn, I should be glad to 
try a warmer climate | though how to travel wdth a diseased 
body, without a companion to conduct me, and with very little 
money, I do not well see.-, Ramsay has: recovered his limbs in 
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Italy ; and Fielding was sent to Lisbon^ whercj, indeed, he 
died ; but he was, I believe, past hope when he went. Think 
for me what I can do. 

“ I received your pamphlet, and when I write again may 
perhaps tell you some opinion about it ; but you will forgive a 
man struggling .with disease his neglect of disputes, politicks, 
and pamphlets. Let me have your prayers. , ■ My compliments 
to your lady. and young ones. Ask your physicians, about aiy 
case: and . desire Sir Alexander Dick to wTite me liis opinion. 

. ■ “ I am,; dear Sir, iVc, ' 

“SaK. jOKNSOM.''** 

*LFek .1.1,' 17S4.”. 

To.' Mrs. Lucy Porter, in .Licefiel'd. ; 

' “'.My DEAREST LOVE, ... 

I HAVE been extremely ill of an. asthma a.n.d dropsy, 
but received by the mercy ■ of Gob, sudden, and' unexpected 
relief last Thursday, by the di.scharge of twenty pints of ' water. 
'Whether .1 shall. continue free, or shall hll , again, carmoi: be,. told. 
Pray for me. ■ , , 

Death, my dear, is very dreadful; let us think ' nothing 
worth our care but how to prepare for it; what^ we .know amiss 
in ourselves let us make haste to amend., and put our trust in 
the mercy of God, and the intercession, of our Saviour.',' 

“ 1 am, dear Madam, 

■ “Your most humble seiwant, ' ' 

“Sam. Johnson.*’’' 

“ .Feb, ^23, 1.784,” T 

“To JaxMes-' Boswell, Esq.' 

■.“■.'DEAR,', SIR,.- . . 

, “ I HAVE .just advanced so far towards '.recovery as to read 
a pamphlet ; and you may reasonably suppose that the first 
pamphlet which I read 'was yours. I am very much of your 
opinion, and, like you, feel great indignation at the indecency 
with which the King is eve.ry day treated. Your paper contains 
very considerable knowiedge of history and of the constitution, 
very properly produced and applied. It will certainly raise 
your character,^ though perhaps it may not make you a Minister 
of State. 

^ * f! * Hr 

1 I sent it to Mr. Pitt, with a letter, in which I thus expressed myself: My principles 
may appefir lo you too monarchical : but I know and am persuaded, they axe not incon- 
sistent with the true principles of Uberts^. Be this as it may, you. Sir, are now the Prime 
Minister, called by toe Sovereiga so maintam the right of the Crown, as well as those of 
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►K *! ^ to See Mrs. Stewart once again, and tell her 

^ h letter relating to me, for which I 

ThP Sltt f ts willing to give it me, another guinea. 

The letter IS ot consequence only, to me. ■ 

“I am, dear Sir, &c. 

“ London, Feb. 37, 1784.” “Sam. JOHNSON." 

Jn consequence of Johnson’s request that I should ask our 
physicians about ms case and desire Sir Alexander Dick to 
send his opinion, I transmitted him a letter from that very 
amiable Baronet, then m his eighty-first year, with his faculties 
as enure as ever : and mentioned his expressions to me in the 
note_accompanying it,-“ With my most affectionate wishes for 
Dr. Johnsons recovery, m which his friends, his country, and 
Ml mankind have so deep a stake ; and at the same time a 
M _ opinion upon his case by Dr. Gillespie, who, like Dr. 
Cullen, had the aavantage of having passed through the grada- 
tions of surgery and pharmacy, and by study and practice had 
attained to such skill, that my father settled on him two 
hundred pounds a year for five years, and fifty pounds a year 
during his life, as an honorarium to secure' his particular 
at'tepdmce.^ The opinion was conveyed in a letter to me 
beginning, I am sincerely sorry for the bad state of health 
your very learned and illustrious friend. Dr. Johnson, labours 
under at present.” 


“To James Boswell,, Esq.- 


‘BEAR SIR, 


“Presently after I had sent away my last letter, I 
received your kind medical packet ■ I am very much obliged 
both to^ you and to your physicians for your kind attention 
: to my d'-tsease. .Dr. G.iilespie has sent me. an excellent con- 
silium medicum, ail solid practical experimental knowledge. 

I am at present, in the opinion of my physicians, (Dr. ' 
Heberden and Dr. Brocklesby,) as well as ' my own, going on 
very hopefully. I have just begun to take vinegar of squills. 
The powder hurt my stomach so much, that it could not be 
continued. 

the people, against a violent faction. As such, you are entitledi to the warineai support of 
every good subject sn every department/' He answered, “ I am extremely obliged to you 
for the sentiments you do me the honour to express, and have'; observed with great 
pleasure the zmifus and aik sup/ort given to the Cause or the ’Poblice-w the 'work ' 
■you.'Wa:'e.sO'good.to.:.transnut.'.tO"m'e,”" ■■ 
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** Return Sir Alexander Dick my sincere thanks for his kind 
letter ; and bring with you the rhubarb ^ which he so tenderly 
offers '.me. . , 

, hope dear Mrs. Boswell is ■ now quite well, and' that, no 
evil/ either real or imaginary, now disturbs you. . 

®^Iani, &c. 

London,' March.'z, 1784.’’ ■■ *'S,AM,, JOHNSON.*' 

I also applied to three of the eminent physicians who. bad 
chairs in • our celebrated school -of medicine at Edinburgh, 
Doctors Cullen, Hope, and Munro, to each of whom I sent the 
following letter : 

' “ DEA.R 'SIR, 

Dr. Johnson has been very ill for some time ; and" in a 
'.letter .of aa.xious apprehension he writes to me, *^Ask your 
physicians about my case.' ■ ■ . 

This, you see, is not authority for a regular consultation : 
..but I have no doubt of your readiness to give your advice to a 
man so eminent, and who, in his Life of Garth, has paid your 
■profession a just ■ and elegant compliment: ‘I believe every 
man has found in physicians great liberality", and dign'ity of 
sentiment, very prompt effusions of beneficence, and willing- 
ness to exert a lucrative art, where there is no hope of lucre. ’ 

Dr. Johnson is aged seventy-four. Last sunmier he had a 
stroke of the palsy, from which he recovered almost entirely. 
He had, before that, been troubled with a catarrhous. cough. 
This winter he was seized with .a spasmodick asthma, by which' 
■he has been confined to his house for about three months. '.Dr. 
Brocklesby writes to me,, that upon the. least ad mission .of cold,' 
'.there 'is such a constriction upon his breast, that he cannot lie' 
'.down in his' bed, .but- is -obliged "to sit up all night, a.nd gets ".rest 
and sometimes sleep, only by means of laudanum and syrup of 
-poppies ;.. and that there are oedematous tumo'urs in his legs and ' 
thighs. Dr. Brocklesby trusts a good deal to the return of mild 
weather. Dr. Johnson says, that a dropsy gains ground upon 
him ; and he seems to think that a warmer climate would do 
him good. I understand he is now rather better, and is using 
vinegar of squills. I am, with great esteem, dear Sir, 

** Your most obedient humble servant, 

James Boswell.”.-: 

March 7, 1784.” 

i From his garden at Prestoufield, where he cultivated that plant with such success, 
chat he was presented with a gold medal by the Society of Loudon for the Er^courage- 
mcni oi Arts, JMatmfactures, and Commerce. 
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;". All of tHeni paid 'tlie^ most. poli^^ attention to my letter, and. ; 
Its ..venerable object. ^Dr., Cullen’s words concerning him were, ■ 

It ' would give me the: greatest .pleasure to be of any service to 
a man wrhom the publick properly esteem, and whom 1 esteem 
and .respect as much as I do Dr. Johnson.” Dr. Hope’s, ‘^Few 
people have a better claim on me than your friend, as hardly a 
day passes . that ' I do not ask his opinion about -this or that 
.. word.”;. ,. Dr.^Miiiiro’s, I most sincerely join you .in sympathis- 
ing with that very worthy and ingenious character, from w'-hom 
his'couiitry has derived much instruction and entertainment.” 

■ Dr. Hope corresponded.' with his friend, ' Dr. Brocklesby. 

' Doctors Culien and Munro wrote their' opinions and prescrip- 
tions to me, ■ which I' afterwards carried- with me to London, 
and, ' so far as 'they were encouraging, communicated to 
Johnson. ' The liberality on one hand, and grateful sense of it. .. 
on the other, I have great satisfaction in recording. 

** To James Boswell, Esq. 

“ DEAR SIR, . 

I AM too much pleased with the attention which you and 
your - dear lady^ show to my welfare, not to be diligent in letting 
you. know, the progress which I make towards health. The 
dropsy, by God’s blessing, has now run almost totally away by 
natural evacuation : and the asthma, if not irritated by cold, 
gives me little trouble. While I am waiting, this, I have not any 
sensation of debility or disease. But I do not yet venture out, 
having been confined to the house from the thirteenth of 
December, now .a quarter of a year. 

' When it will be fit for me to travel as far as Auchinleck, I 
' am not. able to guess J but such, a letter as Mrs. Boswell’s might 
'■ draw, any man, not wholly motionless, a great way. Pray tell the 
dear lady how much her civility and kindness have touched and 
gratified me. 

Our parliamentary tumults have now begun to subside, and 
the King’s authority is in some measure re-established. Mr.. ; 
Pitt will have great power ; but you must remember, that what 
he has to give, must, at least for some time, be' given .to ^ those 
who gave, and those who preserve, his power. A new minister 
can sacrifice little to esteem or friendship ; he must, till he is 
settled, think only of extending his interest. 

^ * At ■¥r * 

you come hither through Edinburgh, send for Mrs. 

A Who had written him a very kind letter. 
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Stewart, and give from me -another guinea for the letter in the 
old case, to which I shairnot be - satislied with my claim, till 
"She ogives, it. me. ■ 

' ■ “ Please to bring- with you Baxter's Anacreon ; and if you 
procure heads- of Hector Boece, the historiari, and. Arthur 
., Johnston, the poet, I will put them in my room ; .or any other 
of the fathers -of Scottish literature. 

' **1 wish. you an easy and happy journey, and hope I need 
■not tell you that you wdll be welcome to, dear; Sir, ' ■ - 
.. Your most affectionate humble '-servant, 

. S.AM. 'Johnson.” 

** London, March 1 8, 1784.”. 

I WTOte.to him, March '28, from York, informing Mm that I 
had a high gratification in the triumph of .monarchical , prin- 
ciples over aristocratical infiuence, in, that great county,: in an 
address to the. King; that, I was thus far on my way^ to him, 
but that news of the .dissolution of Parliament having arrived, I 
was to hasten back to my own county, where I had carried, an 
: Address to his Majesty by a' great majority,: and had some 
intention of being a candidate to represent the county in Par- 
liament. 

^‘To James Boswell, Esq. 

** DEAR SIR, 

“You could do nothing so proper as to ' hasten" back 
when you found the Parliament dissolved. With the infiuence 
/w.hich: your address must have .gained you, it mayreaso'nably be' 
e.xpected that your presence will be of importance, and' your 
actmty of effect . .- ■ 

“ Your solicitude for me gives me that pleasure which every 
man feels from the kindness of such a friend ; and it is with 
delight I relieve it by telling, that Dr. Brocklesby's account is 
true, and that I am, by the blessing of God, wonderfully 
relieved. 

“You are entering upon a transaction vrhich requires much 
prudence. You rnust endeavour to oppose without exas- 
perating; to practise temporary hostility, without producing 
enemies for life. This is, perhaps, hard to be done ; yet it has 
been done by many, and seems most likely to be effected by 
opposing merely upon general principles, without descending 
to personal or particular censures or objections. One thing I 
must enjoin you, which is seldom observed in the conduct of 
elections' I must entreat you to be scrupulous in the use of 
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Strong liquors. One nighfs drunkenness may defeat the 
labours of forty days 'well employed.. \ Be hrm, but not 
eiamorous be activCs but not ' malicious ; and you may ^ 
such .an interest^, as may not only .exalt, yourself, but dignify", 
your family, . 

, /bWe.are, as you may .suppose, all busy .here, Mr. Foxreso- .' 
lutely stands, for Westminsteij ' and his friends say will carry the ' 
election. HoweYer' that be, iie will certainly have a seat, 
Mr. Hoole has Just, told me," that .the city, leans towards the ..' 
King. 

. , , Let me; hear,, fro .m time to time, how. you are employed, and 
what progress you make. 

Make dear. Mrs. Boswell, and all the young Bosw'ells, the 
sincere coiiipliments of, Sir, your. alFectionate humble servant, 

‘‘ Sam. Johnson.’’ 

. tVLondon, March 30, 1784.'', 

To "Mr. Langton he wrote with that cordiality which was; 
suitable to the long friendship which had subsided between him ■ 
and that gentleman. 

Miarch 2 7. Since you left me, I have continued in my own 
. opinion, and in Dr. Brocklesby’s, to grow better wi..th respect to 
all my formidable and dangerous distempers ; though to a body 
battered and shaken as mine has lately been, it is to be feared 
that weak attacks may be sometimes mischievous. I have, in- 
deed, by standing carelessly at an open window, got a very 
troublesome cough, w^hich it has been necessary to appease by 
opium, in larger quantities than I like to take, and I have not 
found it give way so readily as I expected ; its obstinacy, how- 
ever, seems at last disposed to submit to the remedy, and I 
know not whether I should then have a right to complain of 
any morbid sensation. My asthma is, I am afraid, constitutional 
and incurable ; but it is only occasional, and unless it be 
excited by labour or by cold, gives me no molestation, nor 
does it lay very close siege to life ; for Sir John Floyer, whom 
the physical race consider as authour of one of the best books 
upon it, panted on to ninety, as was supposed ; and why were 
we content mth supposing a fact so interesting, of a man so 
conspicuous? because he corrupted, at perhaps seventy or 
eighty, the register, that he might pass for younger than he 
was. He was not much less than eighty, when to a man of 
rank who modestly asked his age, he answered, ‘ Go look ; ’ 
though he was in general a man of civility and elegance. 
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T I find, are at your house all well, except Miss 

^gton, who will probably soon recover her health by Ii<Tht 

stomach to bed.— Pay my sincere respects to dear Miss 
Langton in Lincolnshire, let her know that I mean not to break 
our league of triendship, and that I have a set of Lives for 

when I. have the means of sending ’ 

^ April 8. am still disturbed by my couah • but wh^t 
thanks, have I not to pay, when my cough is the most ■ pain%r 

^ hardly ^to bi 

released, i^ile winter continues to gripe us with so much oer- 

tmacity. The year has now advanced eighteen days bevond*thf 
eqninox, and still there is very little remSion^M 
^en warm weather comes, which surely must come at last 1 
P Doth me and your young lady. 

addresses is neither more nor If-ss 
than our own BosweU, who had come as far as York towards 
I^naon, out turned back on the dissolution, and is said now to 

May add to his mercies the grace that may enable me to 

My compliments to ail.” 

Apnl 13. 1 had this evening a note from Lord Pdrtmore ^ 

desinng mat 1 would give you an account of my health You 
mieht have had it TOth less circumduction I am, bv' God's 

whVM^. T K?™ sensation;, except a 

^ which is only troublesome. But I am still weak, and can 
i no great hope of strength till the weather shall be softer 

enquire in my turn Mter the state of your family- 
tie. I hope Lady Lothes and Yliss Langton A 
That IS a good basis of content. Then how goes 
with his studies? How does Miss Mary? And 
> T -h- i, “J Jenny? I thinic I owe Jenny a letter, which 

; lo watch Joiinsoxi returned this ap sH'^r ! 

r OP PoKTMOKF 

Dk. ioHNSOH acknowledges -«lgrea< respect the hono.ur of lord Porln, ore’s 
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I will take care to pay. In the mean time tell her that I 

/aclmowledge tke , debt ; 

_ “Be pleased to make my compliments to the ladies. If Mrs. 
Langton comes to London, she will favour me with a visit, for 

1 am. not weli enough to go out.” 


'SIR, 


'^To OziAs Humphry,^ Esq. 


V Mr. 'Hoole has told me with what benevolence you 
listened to a request v/hicli I. .was almost afraid, .to' make, of 
leave to ^a' young painter ^ to attend you from time to time in 
your . paiiiting-,room,s to see your operations, and receive' your 

instructions.. ■ ■ ' ' . ■ . , 

^ riie young man has perhaps good parts, but has been 
without a regular education. He is ni.y god-son, and therefore 
I interest myself in his progress and success, and shall think 
: myself yiiiich favoured if I receive ' from you a permission to 
send him. ■ 

My health is, by Gon^s blessing, much restored, but I am 
not yet allowed by my physicians ■ to go abroad ; nor, indeed, 
do I think myself yet able to endure the weather. 

** I am, Sir, 

“ Your most humble servant, 

.0 » “Sam. Johnson.” 

** April 5, 17S4.” . ■ 

To THE Same. 

“sir, 

“ The bearer is my god-son, whom I take the liberty of ■ 
recommending to your kindness ; which I hope he will deserve 
by his respect to your excellence, and his' gratitude for your 
favours. 

“I am, Sir, 

“ Your most humble servant, 

■ “Sam. Johnson.” 

April 10, 1784.'*' 


.. titainens painter, representative of. the ancient family of Homfrey, (now Humphry) 

111 tile west, of .England ; who, as appears from, their arms which they have in\mriab!y used, 
haw been, I have seen authenticated by the best authority,) one of those amone the 
Anjgnts and Esquires of honour who are represented by Holinshed as having issued from the 
iov^vir ot L.oaaon on coursers apparelled for the justes, accompanied by ladies of honour, 
.ending evex^^ one a Rnight, with a chain of gold, passing through the streets of London 
Sunday, .at three o’clock in the afternoon, being the first Sunday after 
Michaelmas, in the fourteenth^ year of Ring Richard the Second. The family once 
enjoyed large possessions, but, like others, have lost them in the progress of ages. Their 
blood, however, remains to them well ascertained ; and they may hope in the revolution 
01 events, to recover that rank in society for which, in modem times, fortune seems to be 
an indispensable requisite. 

^ Son 01 Mr. Samuel Paterson, eminent for his knowledge of books. 
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To the:' Same. 

v' : «,sm, . . 

■ I AM Yexy much obliged by your civilities to my god-son, 
.but' must' beg of you to add to, them the favour of permitting 
, him to see you paint, that he -may know how a picture is begun, 
advanced, and ■ completed. 

v: ■ *Mf he may attend you in a. few of your operations, I hope 
'he ' will shew that the' benefit has been properly conferred, both 
by his., proficiency 'and his gratitude. At least I shall consider 
■you as enlarging your kindness to, 'Sir, 

■ ■ ■ “Your liumbie servant,. ■ 

Sam. Johnson/' 

31, 1784.” 

“To THE Reverend Dr, Taylor, Ashbourne,' Derby- 
shire. 

“ DEAR SIR, 

: “ What , can be the reason that I hear nothing from you ? 
I, hope nothing disables you from writing. What I have seen, 
and what' I have felt, gives me reason to fear every thing. Do 
not omit giving me the. comfort of knowing, that after all my 
losses I have yet a friend left. 

: I want every comfort. ■ My life is very solitary and very 
cheerless. Though it has pleased God wonderfully to deliver rae 
from the dropsy, I am yet very weak, and have not passed the 
door since the 13th of December. I hope for some help from 
warm weather, which will surely come in time. 

.; .“T.could not .have the' consent of the physicians' to go to 
■ church^' yesterday ; I therefore ’..received the .holy s?xrament‘.at 
...home, in, the room where I communicated, with dear Mrs.' 
:„Wiliam.s, a little before her death. . O ! ray friend, the. approach 
of death is very dreadful I am afraid to think on that which 
I know I cannot avoid. It .is vain to look round and round 
for that help which cannot be had. Yet we hope and bG]>e, 
and fancy that he who has lived to-day may live to-morrow. 
But let us learn to derive our hope only from God. 

“ In the mean time, let us be kind to one another. I have no 
friend now living but you^ and Mr. Hector, that was the friend 
of my youth. Do not neglect, dear Sir, 

** Yours affectionately, ■'' 

** bondon, Easter-Monday, “ Sam. JOHNSON.” 

April 12, 1784.” 

friend of John.son’3 youth survived him somewhat more than three years, having 
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[*'To Mrs. Lucy Porter,' in ' .Lighfielb. 

WRiTE. to you noWj to tell you that I am sO' far recovered, 
tliar on the ^ 21st I went to ' church, to return thankSs after a 
confinement of more than four long .months. 

'My recovery is such as neither myself nor the physicians' at 
all expected, . and is such as that very few examples have been 
known of^ the' like. Join with' me, my dear love, ■ in ■: returning' 
thanks to "God., 

“ Dn Vyse' has been with [me] this .evening.: he tells me 
that.. you. likewise have been much disordered, but that you" 
are now better. I' hope that we shall sometime have a cheerful.' 
interview. In the mean time let us pray for one another. ' ■ 

I am, Madam, 

‘‘Your humble servant, 

‘‘Sam, Johnson.”] 

London^ ■ April 26, 17S4.” 

What follows is a beautiful specimen of his gentleness and 
compiacency to a young lady his god-child, one of the daughters 
of his friend Mr, Langton, then I think in her seventh year. 
He took the trouble to write it in a large round hand, nearly 
resembling sprinted characters, that she might have the satisfac- 
tion of reading it herself. The original lies before me, but 
shall be faithfully restored to her ; and I dare say will be 
preserved by' her as a jewel, as long as she lives. 


“To Miss Jane Langton, in Rochester, Kent. 


“my 'DEAREST MISS JENNY,. 

“ I AM sorry that your pretty letter has been so long 
without being answered ; but, when I am not pretty well, I do 
not always write plain enough for young ladies. I am glad, my 
dear, to see that you write so well, and hope that you mind your 
pen, your book, and your needle, for they are all necessary. 
\'our books will give you knowledge, and make you respected; 
and your needle will find you useful employment when you do 
not care to read. When you are a little older, I hope you -will be 
very diligent in learning arithmetick ; and, above all, that 
through your whole life you will carefully say your prayers, and 
read your Bible. 

“ I am, my dear, 

“Your most humble servant, 

“ Sam. Johnson.” 






*‘May 10, 1784, 
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.. Oh . Wednesday, May 5, I arrived in London, and next 
.morning had the pleasureto find Dr. Johnscm .greatly recovered., 
I but just .saw; him; for a coach .was waiting ..to carry him., to 
Islington, to the house of his ■ friend the. Reverend ' Mr. Strahan, 
where he ■ went sometimes for the, benefit of ■ good air, which,, 
notwithstanding his having formerly laughed at the , general 
opinion upon the subject, he- now acknowledged was conducive 
to health. 

One .. morning afterwards, when.'' I found .him alone, he. 
communicated to me, with solemn earnestness, a very remark- 
able circumstance which had happened in the course , of his ' 
illness, when he was much distressed by the dropsy, ; He had 
shut himself up, and em.ployed a day in' particular exercises of 
religion, — fasting, humiliation, and ■ prayer. On a sudden' he 
obtained extraordinary relief, for which he looked up to Heaven 
with grateful devotion. ' He made no direct , inference from this 
fact ; but from his manner of telling it, I could perceive that' it 
appeared to him as something more than an incident in. the 
common course of events. 'For my own part, I ''have no 
difficulty to avow that cast of thinking, which, by many 'modern 
pretenders.to wisdom, is called superstitious. But here I think 
even men of dry rationality may believe, that there was an 
intermediate interposition of Divine Providence, and that “ the 

fervent prayer of this righteous man availed. D 

On Sunday, May 9 , 1 found Colonel Valiancy, the celebrated 
Antiquary, and Engineer .of Ireland, with him. ' On Monday, 
the loth, i dined with him at Mr. Paradise’s, where was a large 
company ;■ Mr. Bryant, Mr, Joddrel, Mr. Ha wkinS' Browne, &c. 
On Thursday, the 13th, I dined with him at Mr. ' JoddreFs, 
with another large company; the Bishop of Exeter, Lord 
Monboddo,^ Mr. Murphy, &c. 

1 Upon this subject there is & very fair and judicious remark in the Life of Dr. 
Abernetby, in the first edition of the Bio^ra^^kia Briictnnica, which I should have been 
glad to see in his Life which has been v/ritten for the second editiorr of that valuable 
work. “ To deny the^ exercise of a particular provideiice in the Deity’s government of 
the world, is certainly impious, yet nothing serves the cause of the scomer more than an 
Incautious forward zeal in determining the particular instances of it." 

la confinnation of my sentiments, I am also happy to quote that sensible and elegant 
writer Mr. Melmoih^ tn Letter VI 11 . of his collection, published under the name of 
FAzosharne, We may safely assert, that the belief of a particular Providence is founded 
upon such probable reasons as imy well justify our assent, it would scarce, therefore, be 
wise to renounce an opinion which aflfords so firm a support to the soul, in those seasons 
wherein she stands in most need of assistance, merely because it is not possible, in 
questions of this kind, to solve every difficulty which attends them." 

2 I was sorry to observe Lord Monboddo avoid any communication with Dr. Johnson. 
I fiattered myself that I had made them very good friends, (see ** Journal of a Tour to 
the Hebrides, " 3rd edit, p, 67 ( Au,g. 21), ^ but unhappily his Lordship had resumed and 
cherished a violent prejudice against my illustrious friend, to whom i must do the justice 
to say* there was on his part not the least anger, but a good humoured sportivenesa. 
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On Saturday, May 15, I dined with 'Mm at Dr. Brocklesby’Sj^ 
where: ;W Mr.; Murphy, and that ever- 

cheerful companion , .Mr. Devaynes, apothecary .to his Majesty. 
Of, the.se, days, and others on which I saw him, I have 110 
memoriais, except . the general recollection of his being able 
and, animated in. conversation, and appearing to relish society 
as. iimch .as the .. youngest man. I .find only these three small 
particulars hen' .a person, was mentioned, who said, “1 
have. lived ,,fifty~one 5"ears in this world, without having had ten 
.minutes,': of. uneasiness he exclaimed, “ The man who says so, 

lies ,: he attempts , to impose on human credulity.” . The Bishop' 
of Exeter^, in vain observed, that men , were very different. His' 
Lordship^s manner was not impressive ; and I- learnt afterwards, 
that Johnson did' not find out that the person- who talked tO' 
him was a Prelate ; if he had, I doubt not that he vrould have 
treated him with more respect ; for once talking of George 
Psalmanazar, whom ^ he reverenced for his piety, he said, 
I should as soon think of contradicting a Bishop.” One of 
the company provoked him greatly by doing what he could 
least of ail bear, which was quoting something of his own 
writing, against what he then maintained. ‘‘ What, Sir, (cried 
the gentleman,) do you say to 

^ The busy day, the peaceful night, 

Unfelt, uncounted, glided by 

Johnson finding himself thus presented as giving an instance of 
a man who had lived without uneasiness, was much offended, 
for he looked upon such a quotation as unfair, his anger burst 
out in an unjustifiable retort, insinuating that the gentleman’s 
remark was a sally of ebriety ; ^‘Sir, there is one passion I 
would advise you to command : when you have drunk out that 
glass, don’t drink another.” Here was exemplied what Gold- 
smith said of him, with the aid of a very witty image from one 
of Cibber’s Comedies: There is no arguing with Johnson: 
for if his pistol misses fire, he knocks you down with the butt 
end of. it..” 

Another was this : when a gentleman of eminence in the 
literary world w^as violently censured for attacking people by 
anonymous paragraphs in newspapers ; he, from the spirit 

Nr.y, though he knew of his Lordship's indisposition towards him, he was even kindly ; as 
appeared from his enquiring of me after him, by an abbreviation of his name, 
how does ? ” 

^ [Dr. John Ross.] 
s Verses on. the death of Mr. Levett. 
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of contradiction as I thought, took up his defence and said, 
” Come, come, this is not so terrible a crime ; he means only 
: to ^ vex them. a little. . I do. -not say . that I should.' do it: j .but 
^ Ihere is "a great difference betv/een him and me ;. what is . 'it for 
.Hephsestioii is not fit for Alexander,”- — Another, when I told 
him that' a young and 'handsome Countess had said to me, 
I should think that to be praised by Dr. Johnson would make 
one a fool ai! one’s . life and that,! answered, , Madam, ■ I 
.shah " make '.him a fool to>day, by repeating this to him ;.” .ho 
..said,.' **'I am 'too old to be made a fool ; but if .you say .1 .am' 
made. .a. fool I shall .not deny it I am' much pleased, with 
a-, compliment, especially from a "pretty' woman.” . 

: On the evening of Saturday, May 15, he was in fine spirits, at 
our . Essex-Head Club. He told us, I dined ' yesterday . at 
Mrs, Garrick’s with Mrs. Carter,^ MisS' Hannah More, and 
Miss Fanny Burney. Three such women are not to be found ; 
I know not where I could find a fourth, except Mrs. Lennox, 
who is superiour to them all.” Boswell. “ What ! bad you 
them all to yourself, Sir?” Johnson. “I had them all, as 
much as they w^ere had ; but it might have been better had 
there been more company there.” Boswell. “Might not 
Mrs. Montagu have been a fourth?” Johnson. “Sir, Mrs. 
Montagu does not make a trade of her wit ; but Mrs. Montagu 
is a very extraordinary woman : she has a constant stream of 
conversation, and it is always impregnated ; it has always 
meaning.” BoswmL. “Mr. Burke has a constant stream of 
conversation.” Johnson. “Yes, Sir ; if a man were to go by 
chance at the same time with Burke under a shed, to shun a 
shower, he would say — ‘this is an extraordinary man.’ If 
Burke should go into a stable to see his horse drest, the 
ostler would say — ‘ we have had an extraordinary mao here.’ ” 
Boswell, “Foote was a man who never failed in conver- 
sation. If he had gone into a stable — ” Johnson. “Sir, 
if he had gone into the stable, the ostler would have said, 
here has been a comical fellow ; but he would not have 
respected him.” Boswell. “And, Sir, the ostler %vou1d have 
answered him, would have given him as good as he brought, 
as the common saying is.” Johnson. “Yes, Sir; and Foote 

would have answered the ostler. When Burke does not 

descend to be merry, his conversation is very superiour indeed. 
There is no proportion between the powers which he shews 


1 [This learned and excellent lady, who has often been mentioned in these volumes, died 
at her house in Ckrjges-street, Feb. 19, xSod, m her eighty-ninth year.^—M.] 
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! m senous talk and in jocularity. ^Vhen he lets himself down 

‘ to thatj he is in the kennel/’ , I have in another place' 

oppose«i, and I hope^with success, Dr. Johnson’s very singular 
and erroneous notion as; to :Mr. ■ BurWs pleasantry.. Mr, 

, Windham now said .■ low to, me, that he differed from . our 
; great friend in this observation'; for .that .Mr,. Burke: was often 

i, very ^ happy in his merriment ' It .would not' have been right 

for either of us to. have contradicted Johnson at .this, time, in 
f a Society ail of whom did' not kno.w .and '.value' Mr. Burke 
: as much as we did. 'It might have occasioned : 'something 

I more rough, and at any rate would probably have 'checked 

the Sow of Johnson’s good-humour. He called to us with 
a sudden air of exultation,, as the thought' started, .into' his 
mind, “0 1 gentlemen, I must tell you a very great thing. 
The Empress of Russia has ordered the * Rambler ’ to be 
i translated into the Russian language:^ so I shall be read on 

i i the banks of the Wolga. Horace boasts that his fame would 

extend as far as the banks of the Rhone ; now the W olga 

is farther from me than the Rhone was from Horace.” 

Boswell. “You must certainly be pleased with this, Sir.” 
Johnson, “i am pleased, Sir, to be sure. A man is 
> pleased to find he has succeeded in that which he has 

1":, ' 'endeavoured to do.” 

? One of the company mentioned his having seen a noble 

person driving in his carriage, and looking exceedingly well, 

I notwithstanding his great age. Johnson. “Ah, Sir; that 

is nothing. Bacon observes, that a stout healthy old man 
, is ' like ,a tower undermined.” 

’ On Sunday, May 16, I found him. alone ;■ he talked of Mrs. 

Thrale with much concern, saying, “ Sir, she has done every 
. thing wrong since Thrale’s bridle was off her neck ; ” and was 
proceeding to mention some circumstances which have since 
I been the subject of public discussion, when he was interrupted 
i; by the arrival of Dr, Douglas, now Bishop of Salisbury, 

I Dr. Douglas, upon this occasion, refuted a mistaken notion 

which is very common in Scotland, that the ecclesiastical 
discipline of the Church of England, though duly enforced, is 
i insufficient to preserve the morals of the clergy, inasmuch as 
all delinquents may be screened by appealing to the Con- 
vocation, which being never authorized by the King to sit for 

i “ Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides/' 3rd edit. p. 30 (Aug. jc5i 
3 I Save since heard that the report was not well founded ; but the elation discovered hy 
I Johnson in the belief that it was true, shewed a noble 'ardour for literary fame. 
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t.he. dispatch of bnsiness, the appeal never can be heard. Dr. 
Douglas observed, that this was founded upon ignorance ; for 
that. the Bishops have sufficient power to. .maintain discipline, 
and that the sitting of the Convocation was wholly immaterial 
in this respect, it being not a Court of Judicature,, but like 
a parliament, .to, make canons and regulations as times, may 
require. 

Johnson, talking of the fear of death, sai.d,, Some .peopie, 
are not. afraid, because they look upon salvation as; the effect: 
of an 'absolute decree, and think they feel .in 'themselves, 
the marks -of sanctification. Others, ' and tiiosC" „the ' m.ost' 
rational in. my '.opinion, - look upon. ■ salvation as. 'co.oditionai''; 
and as they never can be sure that they have complied ■ with 
the conditions, they are afraid.^' ’ 

: "In one of his little manuscript diaries, about this time, I find 
a short .'notice, which marks his amiable disposition more 
certainly ' than a thousand, studied dec!aratioD.s. — “Afternoon 
spent cheerfully, and "elegantly, I hope without offence to 'Gob 
or man; though in no holy duty, yet in the genera! exercise 
and cultivation of benevolence.^’ 

On Monday, May 17 , 1 dined with him at Mr. .Diiiy’s, where 
were Colonel Valiancy, the Reverend Dr. Gibbons," and, Mr. 
Cape! Lofft, who, though a most zealous Whig, has a mind so 
full of learning ,and' knowledge, and so much exercised in ' 
various departments, and withal so much liberality, that the 
stupendous powers, of the literary Goliath, though' they did not 
frighten this little^ David of popular spirit, could not but excite 
his admiration. '■ There was also Mr. Braitliwaite of the Post- 
office, that ' amiable and . friendly man,^ who, -with modest and 
:unassumi.ng manners, has associated with many of the wits of 
■the .age, Johnson was very quiescent to-day. Perhaps too I was 
indolent. I find nothing more of him in my notes, but that when 
I mentioned.. that I had seen, in the .King’s library sixty-three 
■editions of my favourite Thomas a, Kempis, — amongst which 
it was in eight languages, Latin, German, French, Italian, 
Spanish, English, Arabick, ; and, , Armenian, — he said, he 
thought it unnecessary to collect many editions of a book, 
which were all the same, except as to the paper and print ; 
he would have the original, and all the translations, and all 
the editions which had any variations in the text. He 
approved of the famous collection of editions of Horace by 
Douglas, mentioned by Pope, who is said to have had a 
closet filled with them ; and he added, “ every man should try 
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to collect one book in that mannetj and present it to a publick 
library.” 

■ Oil , Tuesday 5, . May 18, I saw. him, for a short time in the 
iii,ormiig. /I. told him that' the, 'mob had called out, as the 
King passed, '' Fox-^No Fox,” which I did not like. Be 
said,^ “They were right, .Sir.” ' I said, I thought not; forTt 
seemed to be making 'Mr. Fox the King's 'Competitor. There, 
being .mo audience, so that there could . be no triumph in a 
victory, he; fairiy,' .agreed with m.e.. ' I said it might dO'^ very 
wel,l,. if..ex.plaiEed thus : “ Let .us have'no Fox.'; ” understanding 
it ms : a"prayer to his Majesty not to appoint that gentleman 
minister.' 

On . Wednesday, May 19, I sat a. part of the evening with 
him, by ourselves. I observed, that the death of our friends 
might be a consolation against the fear of our own dissolution, 
because we might have more friends in the other world than 
in this. He perhaps felt this a reflection upon his apprehen- 
sion as to death ; and said, with heat, “How can a man know 
where ^ his departed friends are, or whether they will be 
bis friends in the other world. How many friendships have 
you known formed upon principles of virtue? Most friend- 
ships are formed by caprice or by chance, mere confederacies 
in vice or leagues in folly,” 

■ We talked of our worthy friend Mr. Langton. He said, “I 
know not who will go to Heaven if Langton does not. Sir, I 
could almost say, Sit anima mea cum LangtonoT I mentioned a 
very eminent friend as a virtuous man. Johnson. “ Yes, Sir ; 

but — ’ — has not the evangelical virtue of Langton. , 

I am afraid, would not scrapie to pick up a wench.” 

He however charged Mr. Langton with what he thought want 
of judgement upon an interesting occasion. “When I was 
ill, (said he) I desired he would tell me sincerely in what he 
thought my life was faulty. Sir, he brought me a sheet of 
paper, on which he had written down several texts of Scripture, 
recommending Christian charity. And when I questioned him 
what occasion I had given for such an animadversion, all that 
he could say amounted to this, — that I sometimes contradicted 
people in conversation. Now what harm does it do to any 
man to be contradicted ? ” Boswell. “I suppose he meant 
the manner of doing it ; roughly,-—and ’harshly.” Johnson. 
“And who is the worse for that?” Boswell. “It hurts 
people of weaker nerves.” Johnson. “I know no such -weak- 
nerved people.” Mr. Burke, to whom I related this conference, 
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said, “ It is well, if when a man comes to die, he has nothing 
heavier upon . his conscience than having been a little . rough in . 
conversation.” 

Johnson, at the time when the paper .was presented, to liim,.. 
though at .first pleased with the' attention .of '..his .friend, 
whom' he 'thanked in 'an earnest manner, soon exclaimed 
in a loud and angry tone, “What is 'your drift, ' .Sir ?.” . Sir 
Joshua Reynolds pleasantly observed, that it was a scene for a 
comedy,' to see a penitent get into a violent passion" and .be- ■ 
labourhis.confessor.'^' 

.1 have preserved no more of his conversation at; the " times ' 
when I saw him during the rest of this month, till Sunday,, the 
30th of May, when I met him. in the' evening . at Mr. Ilooie^s, 
where' there was a large company both of ladies , and gentlem.eii'. " 
Sir James ' Johnston happened to say that he paid' no regard 
to the arguments of counsel at the bar of the House of Com- 
mons, because they were paid for speaking. Joh'nson. Nay, 
Sir, argument is argument. You cannot iielp paying regard to 
their arguments, if they .are good. If it were testimony, you 
might disregard it, if. you knew that it were purchased. ' There 
is a beautiful image in Bacon, ^ upon this subject : testimony is 
like an arrow shot from a long bow ; the force of it depends on 
the strength of the hand that draws it. Argument is like an 
arrow from a cross-bow, which has equal force though shot by 
a child,” 

He had dined that day at Mr. Hoole’s, and Miss, Helen Maria 
Williams being expected in' the evening, Mr. Hoole put into his 
hands her beautiful Ode on the Peace:”® Johnson read 
it over, and when ■ this ' elegant, and accomplished young 

1 After all, I cannot but be of opinion, that .as M.r. Langton was seriously requested 

by Dr. Johnson to atention what appeared to him erroneous in the character of his fntndf 
he was bound as an honest man, to intimate what he really thoup:ht, Avhich he certainly 
did in the luost delicate manner; so that Johnson himself, when m a quiet frame of mind, 
was pleased with it. The texts -suggested are now before' me, .and I shall quote few of 
them. “ Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth." AfaL v. 5. — “ I there- 
fore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you, that ye walk worthy of the vocation where- 
with ye are called, with all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, forbearing one 
another in love." Elites* v. “ And above all these things put on cbainty, wHich is 

the bond of perfectness." CoL iii, i4.~“ Charity suffereth long, and is kind : charity 
envieth not, charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up : doth not behave itself unseemly, 
is not easily provoked," X Cw. xiii. 4, 5. 

2 [Dr. Johnson's memory deceived him. The passage referred to is not Bacon’s, but 
Boyle’s : and may be found, vdth a slight variation, in Johnson’s Dictionary, under the 
word— Cross-bow. — So happily selected are the greater part of the examples in that 
incomparable work, that if the most sttiking ^ssages found in it were collected by one of 
our modem book-makers, under the title of The Beauties of Joh.mson’s Dictionary, 
they would form a very pleasing and popular volume.— M.] 

s The Peace made by that very able statesman, the Earl of Shelburne, now Marquis 
ofl^ansdown, which ma;g' fairly be consM^ as the foundation of ail tlxe prosperity of 
Great Britain since that tune. 
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lady ^ was presented' to tiim, he.took .her by the hand in the most 
conrteoiis mamier^ .and repeated the' finest stanza of her poem; 
this, was the, most delicate ;and pleasing ■ compliment he could, 
pay. ; ' Her. respectable friend, \Dr. Kippis, .from whom: ,I had , 
this anecdote, was standing by, and was not a little gratifi.ed. 

Miss Williams told me, that the only , other time she was 
fortunate enough to be, in Dr, Johnson’s company, ,he asked her' 
to sit' down by him, which she did, and upon ■ her eriquiring how 
he,:wp,;he answered, I am very ill 'indeed, Madam.,: lam;,, 
very ill, even when you are near me; what should j be were 
you at a distance?'” , 

He had now a great desire' to go to Oxford, ■ as his first Jaunt 
after his illness ; we talked of it for some days, ■ and I had 
'promised to accompany ' him. He was impatient and fretful 
to-night, because I did not at once agree to go with him on 
Thursday. ' When. I considered how ill he had been, and what 
allowance should be made for the influence of sickness upon 
his temper, I resolved to indulge him, though with some incon- 
venience to myself, as I wished to attend the musical meeting 
in honour of Handel, in Westminster- Abbey, on the following 
Saturday. 

In the midst of his own diseases and pains, he was ever 
compassionate to the distresses of others, and actively earnest 
in procuring them aid, as appears from a note to Sir Joshua 
Reynolds, of June, in these words : “ I am ashamed to ask for 
some relief for a poor man, to whom, I hope, I have given 
what I can be expected to spare. The man importunes me, 
and the blow goes round. I am going to try another air on 
Thursday.” 

On Thursday, June 3, the Oxford post-coach took us up in 
the morning at Bolt-court. The other two passengers were 
Mrs. Beresford and her daughter, two very agreeable ladies 
from America ; they were going to Worcestershire, where they 
then resided. Frank had been sent by his master the day 
before to take places for us j and I found from the way-bill that 
Dr^ Johnson had made our names be put down. Mrs, Beres- 
ford, who had read it, whispered me, “Is this the great Dr. 

i In the first edition of my Work, the epithet amiable was given. I was sorry to be 
obliged to strike it out; but I could not in justice suffer it to remain, after this youn^ lady 
had not only written in favour of the savage Anarchy with which France has been visited, 
but had (as I have' been informed by good authority,) walked, without horrour, over the 

S ound at the Thuilleries when it w-as strewed with the naked bodies of the faithful Swiss 
uards, who were barbarously massacred for having bravely defended, against a crew of 
ruffians, the Monarch whom they had taken an oath to defend. From Br. Johnson she 
could now expect not endearment but repulsion. 
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Johnson?^* I told her it was; so she was^ then prepared to 
listen. As she soon happened to mention in a voice so low 
that Johnson did not hear it, that her husband had been a 
member of the American Congress, I cautioned her to beware 
of introducing that subject, as she must know, how very violent 
.Johnson was against the people of that country. He talked, a 
.great deal. ■ But I am sorry I have preserved little ■ of , the com, 
...versation. Miss Beresford was, so much charmed, that she said 
to me aside, “ How he does talk ! . Every sentence is,, an,, essay.*' 
'She ■ .amused herself in the coach with knotting;^ he would 
scarcely ■ allow this species ' of employment any '.merit., , ' “ Next, 
to mere idleness (said he) I think, knot ting is to be reckoned 
in the scale of insignificance; though I once attempted, to ■ 
learn knotting. Dempster’s sister (looking to me} endeavoured 
to teach me it ; but I made no progress.” 

I was surprised at his talking without reserve in the publick 
post-coach of the state of his affairs ; “ I have (said he) about 
the world I think above a thousand pounds, which I intend 
shall afford Frank an annuity of seventy pounds a-year.” In- 
deed his openness with people at a first interview %vas remark- 
able. He said once to Mr. Langton, “I think I am like 
Squire Richard in ‘The Journey to London,’ ^ Tm never 
strange in a strange place,^ ” He was truly social He strongly cen- 
sured what is much too common in England among persons of 
condition,— maintaining an absolute silence, when unknown to 
each other ; as for instance, when occasionally brought together 
in a room before the master or mistress of the house has 
appeared. “ Sir, that is being so uncivilized as not to under- 
stand the common rights of humanity.” 

At the inn where \ve stopped he was exceedingly dissatisfied 
with some roast mutton which he had for dinner. The ladies, 
I saw, wondered to see the great philosopher, whose wisdom 
and wit they had been admiring all the way, get into ill humour 
from such a cause. He scolded the ivaiter, saying, “It is 
as bad as bad can be ; it is ill-fed, ill-killed, ill-kept, and ill- 
drest.” 

He bore the journey very wrell, and seemed to feel himself 
elevated as he approached Oxford, that magnificent and vener- 
able seat of Learning, Orthodoxy, and Toryism. Frank came 
in the heavy coach, in readiness to attend him ; ^ and we were 
received with the most polite hospitality at the house of his old 
friend Dr. Adams, Master of Pembroke College, who had 
given us a kind invitation. Before we were set down, I com- 
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oiunicated to Johnson, my having engaged: to •retnm, to London 
directljj for the reason , I have,, mentioned, but that I would, 
hasten back , tO' him again. . ■ He was- pleased that I had made 
this. Joumey merely to keep him company. He was easy and 
placid,, with /Dr. .Adams, .Mrs. and Miss Adams, ■ and Mrs. " 
Kennicot, . widow of the learned Hebrsean, who was here^ on ' a 
visit. He ^ soon dispatched the enquiries which were made 
about ; his . illness and recovery,' by .a short' and distinct nar-' 
rati,ve„f and then'' assuming a gay air, repeated from Swift, 

Nor think on our approaching ills, 

And talk of spectacles and pills.” 

Dr, Newsman, the Bishop of Bristol, having been mentioned, 
Johnson, recollecting the manner in which he had been cen- 
sured by that Prelate,^ thus retaliated “ Tom knew he 
should be dead before what he has said of me would appear. 
He durst not have printed it while he was alive.” Dr. Adams. 

believe his ‘Dissertations on the Prophecies’ is his great 
work.” Johnson. “Why, Sir, it is Tom’s great work; but 
how far it is great, or how much of it is Tom’s, are other 
questions. I fancy a considerable part of it was borrowed.” 
Dr. Adams. “ He was a very successful man.” Johnson. “ I 
don’t think so, Sir. — He did not get very high. He was late 
in getting what he did get; and he did not get it by the best 
means. I believe he was a gross flatterer.” 

I fulfilled my intention by going to London, and returned 
to Oxford on Wednesday, the 9th of June, when I was happy 
to find myself again in the same agreeable circle at Pembroke 
College, with the comfortable prospect of making some 

j Dr. Newman, in his Account of his own Life, after animadverting upon Mr. 
Gibbon’s History, says, “ Dr, Johnson’s ‘ Lives of the Poets ’ afforded more amuse- 
ment ; but candour was much hurt and offended at the malevolence that predominates 
in every part. Some passages, it must be allowed, are judicious and well written, 
but make not sufficient compensation for so much spleen and ill-humour. Never was 
any biographer more sparing of his praise, or more abundant in his censures. He 
seemingly delights more in e.xposing blemishesj than in recommending beauties; 
slightly passes over excellencies, enlarges upon imperfections, and not ^content with 
his own severe reflections, revives old scandals, and produces large quotations from the 
forgotten works of former criticks. His reputation was so high in the republick of 
letters, that it wanted not to be raised upon the ruins of others. But these Essays, 
instead of raising a higher idea than w^^ before entertained of his understanding;, 
have certainly given the world a worse opinion of his temper. — ^The Bishop was there- 
fore the more surprized and concerned for bis townsman, for ke rgsj^ecUd him not only 
for his genius and learning, but valued him much for the more amiable part of his 
character, his humanity and charity, kis morality and religion.*' The last sentence 
we may consider as the general and permanent opinion of Bishop Newton ; the 
remarks which ]precede it must^ by all who have read_ Johnson’s admirable work, be 
imputed to the disgust and peevishness of old age. I wish they had not appeared, and 
that Dr. Johnson had not been provoked by them to express himself not in respectful 
terms, of a Prelate, whose labours were certainly of considerable advantage both to 
..iiteratiir«'.'.,suad religion. 
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Stay. Johnson welcomed niy retnrn; with;, more than ordinary ; 
glee. * ^ I 

/. .He talked with great regard of the' Honourable Archibald ! 

Campbell, whose character he had given; ■ at the. Duke of | 

.ArgylFs table, when we m^ere at Inverary ; ^ . and at this, time | 

mTote out for me, ■ in his own hand, a fuller acco.unt of that I 

learned' and venerable writer, which I have published in its ; 

■proper place. Johnson made a remark this..; evening w.hich 
struck me a "good deal. I never (sa.id he) knew a Nonjuror , 
who could reason.”^ Surely he did, not mean to deny: That 
faculty ' to many of their writers ; to Hickes, Brett, and other 
eminent divines of that persuasion ; and did not ' recollect 
that the seven Bishops, so justly celebrated ' for their mag- j 

oanimous resistance of arbitrary power, ■ were ' yet Nonjurors to j 

the new Government. The nonjuring clergy of Scotland, | 

indeed, who, excepting a few, have lately, by a sudden stroke, 
cut off all ties of allegiance to the house of Stuart, and resolved 
to pray for our present lawful Sovereign by name, may be 
thought to have confirmed this remark; as it may be said, 
that the divine indefeasible hereditary right which they pro- 
fessed to believe, if ever true, must be equally true still Many 
of my readers will be surprized when I mention, that Johnson 
assured me he bad never in his life been in a nonjuring ; 

meeting-house. i 

Next morning at breakfast, he pointed out a passage in 
Savage’s “ Wanderer,” saying “ These are fine verses.” — “ If ’ 
(said he) I had written with hostility of Warburton in my 
Shakspeare, I should have quoted this couplet : 

* Here Learning, blinded firsthand then begnil’d, 

Looks dark as Ignorance, as Frenzy wild/ 

You see they’d have fitted him to a X,” (smiling.) Dr. Adams. 

But you did not write against Warburton.” Johnson. No, 

Sir, 1 treated him with great respect both in my preface and in 
.my.. .Notes*” ■ ■ ■ . 

Mrs, Kennicot spoke of her brother, the Reverend Mr, 

1 “Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides," 3rd edit. p. 371 (Oct. 23). 

2 The Rev. Mr. Ag;utter has favoured me with a note of a dialogue between Mr. 

John Henderson and Dr. Johnson on this topick, as related by Mr, Henderson, and it 
IS evidently so autbentick that I shall here insert it :“Henderson. “What do you 
think, Sir, of William Law?”^ Johnson. “ William Law, Sir, wTote the best piece 
of Parenetick Divinity; but William Law was no reasoner." Henderson. "Jeremy 
Collier, Sir ? " Johnson. “ Jeremy Collier fought without a rival, and therefore could 
not claim the victory." Mr. Hendepon mentioned Kenn and Kettleweil ; but some 
objections were made ; at last he said, “ But, Sir, what do you think of Lesley ? " 
Johnson. “ Charles Lesley I had forgotten. Lesley was & reasoner, and a reasoner 
who was not to he reasoned against/* ^ 
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Chamberia^mej who, had given up great 'prospects - in " the 
Church of England on his: conversion to' the Roman Catholick 
faith.. .Johnson, who warmly, admire'd every '■"man who acted 
from ;^,a conscientious '.regard to principle, erroneous or not, 
exclaimed fervently, bless him.” 

,M.rs. Kennicot, in confirmation of Dr.' Johnson^s opimoh, 
that the present was not worse than former ages, mentioned 
that her brother ■ assured her,' there' was now less infidelity on 
thC' 'Gontinent . than dhere had been; Voltaire and" Rousseau 
vere less read. I asserted, from good, "authority, that Hume^s 
infidelity, was, "certainly less read. ' Johnson. “All" 'infidel 
.w,riters: drop .into' oblivion, ' when .personal ' connections and 
the fioridness of novelty are gone; though now and then a 
foolish fellow, who thinks he can be witty upon them, may 
bring them again into notice. There will sometimes start up a 
College joker, who does not consider that what is a joke in 
a College will not do in the world. To such defenders of 
Religion I would apply a stanza of a poem which I remember 
to have seen in some old collection ; 

Henceforth be quiet and agree, 

Each kiss his empty brother ; 

Religion scorns a foe like thee, 

But dreads a friend like t’other.* 

The point is well, though the expression is not correct; om, 
not tAee^ should be opposed to f other 

On the Roman Catholic religion he said, “ If you join the 
Papists externally, they will not interrogate you strictly as to 
your belief ' in their tenets. No reasoning: Papist believes 
every article of their faith. There is one side on which a good 
man might be persuaded to embrace it ' A good man of a 
timorous disposition, in great doubt of his acceptance with 
God, : and pretty credulous, may be glad to . be of a church 
where there are so many helps to get to heaven. I would be 
a Papist if I could. I have fear enough; but an obstinate 
rationality prevents me. 'T shall never be a Papist, unless on 

1 1 have inserted the stanza as Johnson repeated it froin memory; but 1 have since 
found the poem itself, in “The Foundling Hospital for Wit,'’ printed at London, 1749. 
St is as follows : 

occasiomd by u relt^ous dispute at Bath. 

'..“'On Reason, Faith, and Mystery high, 

Two wits harangue the table ; 

'' believes, he' knows^ not W'hy, 

N------ swears 'tis all a fable. 

“ Peace, coxcombs, peace, and both agree, 

N——, kiss thy empty brother ; 

Religion laughs at foes like thee, 

And dreads a friend like t'other.** 
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the near approach of deathj of which I have a very great 
terrour* I wonder that women are not ail Papists.” Boswell. 

They are. not more afraid of death than men are.” . Johnson. 
“Because they are .less wicked.” ,T)r. Adams. “They are 
more pious.” Johnson. “ No, hang ’eroj. they are not more 
pious, A wicked fellow is the .most pious when, he takes to 
it .He’ll beat you all at piety.” 

He argued in defence of some of the peculiar, tenets of the 
Church' of Rome. As to the giving the bread only tO' the; 
laity, he. said,' “They may think, that' in what is ' merely ritual,: 
deviations from the -primitive, mode maybe admitted on: the 
ground of convenience ; and I think they are as well ^ warranted' 
'tO' .make this alteration, as we are to substitute sprinkling in the 
.room of the ancient baptism. As to the invocatio.n of 'saints,, 
he said, “ Though I do not think it authorised, it appears to' 
me, that * the communion of saints ’ in the Creed means the 
communion with the saints in Heaven, as connected with 
' The holy Cathoiick church.’ ” * He admitted the influence of 
evil spirits upon our minds, and said, “ Nobody who believes 
the New Testament can deny it.” 

I brought a volume of Dr. Hurd, the Bishop of Worcester’s 
Sermons, and read to the company some passages from one 
of them, upon this text, Resist the Devil, and he will fij 
fromyonl' James iv. 7. I was happy to produce so judicious 
Jind elegant a supporter ^ of a doctrine, which, I knew not 

3 Waller, in his ** Divine Poesie,” Canto first, has the same thought finely expressed : 

“ The Church triumphant, and the Church below, 

In songs of praise their present union show ; 

Their joys are full ; our expectation long, 

In life we differ, but we join in song ; 

Angels and we assisted by this art, 

May sing together, though we dwell apart.” 

^ The Sermon thus opens : — “ That there are angels and spirits good and bad ; that 
at the head of these last there is one more considerable and malignant than the rest, 
who, in the form, or under the name of a serpent^ was deepl}? concerned in the fall of 
man, and whose liead^ as the prophetick language is, the son of man was one day to 
bmmt . that this evil spirit, though that prophesy be in part completed, has not yet 
received his death’s wound, but is still permitted, for ends unsearchable to us, and in 
ways which we cannot^ particularly exi>lain, to have a certain degree of power in this 
world hostile to its virtue and happiness, and sometimes exerted with too much 
success ; all this is so clear from scripture, that no believer, unless he be first of ail 
spoiled hy philosophy and vain deceit^ can possibly entertain a doubt of it.” 

Having treated of possessions^ his Lordship says, “ As i have no authority to affirm 
that there are now any such, so neither may I presume to say wnth confidence, that 
there, are not any.” ■ 

‘*But then with regard to the influence of evil spirits at this day upon the souls of 
men, 1 shall take leave to be a great deal more peremptory, — [Then, having stated 
the various proofSj he adds,] All this, I say, is so manifest to every one who reads the 
Scriptures,^ that, if we respect their authority, the question concerning the reality of 
the demoniack influence upon the minds of men is clearly determined.” 

Let it be remembered, that these are not the words of an antiquated or obscure 
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.why, shouldj in this world of imperfect ■ knowledge, and, 

,„ therefore, ,, of ,,, wonder ■ and', mystery 'in a thousand instances, 
be contested by ' Some, with an unthinking ■ assurance and 
flippancy. ' 

Alter dinner, wvhen one of us talked of there -being a: great 
enmity between Whig and Tory ;-~-JohnsOn. Why, not so 
much, I think, unless when they come into competition with 
each,; other.;. There is, none when they are -only common 
acquaintance, none when they are of 'different -sexes. A Tory 
.will, marry into a Whig family, and a 'Whig into a Tory family, 
withoiif any reluctance. But, indeed, in a matter of much 
moje concern than political tenets, and that is religion, men 
and women do not concern themselves much about difference 
ol opinion j and ladies set no value on the moral character of 
men who pay their addresses to them ; the greatest profligate 
win be as well received as the man of the greatest virtue, and 
this by a very good woman, by a woman who says her prayers 
three times a day.'' Our ladies endeavoured to defend their 
sax from this charge; but he roared them down! ''No, no, 
a lady will take Jonathan Wild as readily as St. Austin, if he 
has threepence more ; and, what is worse, her parents will give 
her to him. Women have a perpetual envy of our vices ; they 
are less vicious than we, not from choice, but because we 
restrict them ; they are the slaves of order and fashion; their 
wtue is oi more consequence to us than our own, so far as 
concerns this world.” 

Miss Adams mentioned a gentleman of licentious character, 
and said, “ Suppose I had a mind to marry that gentleman, 
would my parents consent ? ” J ohnson. " Yes, they’d consent, 
and you’d go. You’d go, though they did not consent.” 

Miss Adams. "Perhaps their opposing might make me go.” 

Johnson. "O, very wmll ; you'd take one whom you think a 
bad man, to have the pleasure of vexing your parents. You 
put me in niind of Dr. Barrowby, the physician, w^ho was very 
fond of swine’s flesh* One day, when he was eating it, he 
said, 'I wish I was a Je\v.’ — 'Why so? (said somebody,) the 

enthusiast, but of a learned and polite Prelate now alive ; and were spoken, not to a 
vulgar congregation, but to the Honourable Society of l.incoln’s-Inn. His Lordship, 
in this^ Sermon explains the words, “ deliver us from evil,” in the Lord's Prayer, as 
signifying a request to be protected from “the evil one,” that is, the Devil. This is 
well illustrated in a short but excellent Commentary by my late worthy friend, the 
Reverend Dr. Lort, of whom it may truly be said, Mulits ille honis flebilu occidiU It 
is remarkable that Waller in his “ Reflections on the several Petitions, in that sacred 
form of devotion,” has understood this in the same sense : 

“ Guard us from ail temptations of the Foe.** 
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Jews are not allowed to eat your favourite meat Because 
(said iie,) I should then- have , the gust of. eating, itj, mth, the 
' p.leasure. of sinning/” — ^Johnson then proceeded in , his decla- 
mation. 

. Miss Adams soon afterwards made an observation that 1 do 
act recollectj which pleased him much ; he s.aici with, a good-., 
humoured smile, “That there should be so. much .excellence 
united with "SO much de^ramlVy is strange.” 

. ."Indeed,-. this.' lady’s 'good qualities, merit, and ■ accomplish- 
ments, and her constant attention to Dr. Johnson, were not 
lost 'Upon him. ■ She happened to -tell him that a little coffee- 
pot, in which she had made him coffee, was the only, thing she . 
could call her own. - He turned to her' with a co-mplacent 
gallantry, “Don’t say so, my dear; I hope you don’t reckon, 
my heart as nothing.” 

I asked him if it was true as reported, that he had said 
lately, “ I am for the King against Fox pbut, I am for Fox 
against Pitt” Johnson. “Yes, Sir ; the King is my master; 
but I do not know Pitt ; and Fox is my friend.” - 

“ Fox, (added he,) is a most extraordinary man ; here is a 
man (describing him in strong terms of objection in some 
respects according as he apprehended, but which exalted his 
abilities the more,) who has divided the Kingdom with Csesar ; 
so that it was a doubt whether the nation should be ruled by 
the sceptre of George the Third, or the tongue of Fox,” 

Dr. Wall, physician at Oxford, drank tea with us. Johnson 
had in general a peculiar pleasure in the company of physicians, 
which was certainly not abated by the conversation of this 
learned, ingenious, and pleasing gentleman. Johnson said, 
“ It is wonderful how little good Radcliffe’s travelling fellow- 
' ships have done. I know-nothing that has been imported .by 
them ; yet many additions to our medical knowledge might be 
got in foreign countries. Inoculation, for instance, has saved 
more lives than war destroys : and the cures performed by the 
Peruvian-bark are innumerable. But it is in vain to send our 
travelling physicians to France, and Italy, and Germany, for 
all that is known there is known here : I’d send them out of 
Christendom ; I’d send them among barbarous nations.” 

On Friday, June ii, we talked at breakfast, of forms of 
prayer. Johnson, “ I know of no good prayers but those in 
the ‘Book of Common Prayer,’” Dr. Adams, (in a very 
earnest manner,) “ I wish, Sir, you would compose some family 
prayers.” Johnson. “ I will not compose prayers for you, Sir, 
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because you can do it for yourself. But 1 have thought of 
getting together all the books of prayers which I could, select- 
ing, those; which should , appear to me ' the best, , putting ■ out ■ 
so,me,’hasertmg others, adding' "some prayers . of my, own, and 
prefixing a '.'discQurse, on prayer.” ■ „We all now gathered about 
him, and two or three of us at a time joined, in pressing him 
to execute this plan, , He seemed to be. a little displeased at 
the manner of , our importunity, and in great agitation, called 
outj: “;.D.o iiot'..talk' thus. of' what is so awful. ■■ I know not what 
time God .'will allow .me in this world. . There .are many things 
'which I ' wish to do,” Some of us persisted, and Dr. Adams 
said, ■ * I never was. more serious about any thing in my life.” 
'Johnson. ■ "Let me alone, let me alone ';. I am overpowered.” 
And then he put his hands before his face, 'End reclined for 
some' 'time upon • the . table. 

I mentioned Jeremy Taylor's using, in his forms of prayer, 
am the chief of sinners,” and other such self-condemning 
expressions. “ Now, (said I) this cannot be said with truth by 
every man, and therefore is improper for a general printed 
form. I myself cannot say that I am the worst of men ; I 
will not say so.” Johnson. A man may know, that physically, 
that is, in the real state of things, he is not the worst man ; 
but that morally he may be so. Law observes, ^ ‘ that every 
man knows something worse of himself, than he is sure of in 
others.' You may not have committed such crimes as some 
men have done ; but you do not know against what degree of 
light they have sinned. Besides, Sir, ‘the chief of sinners' is 
a mode of expression for ‘I am a great sinner.' So St. Paul, 
speaking of our Saviour's having died m save sinners, says, 

* of whom I am the chief;’ yet he certainly did riot think 
himself so bad as J udas Iscariot, ” Bosw ell. “ But, Sir, T aylor 
means it literally, for he founds a conceit upon it. ^ When 
praying for the conversion of sinners, and of himself in par- 
ticular, he says, ‘Lord, thou wilt not leave thy work 

undone.' ” Johnson. “ I do not approve of figurative ex- 
pressions in addressing the Supreme Being ; and I never use 
them. Taylor gives a very good advice : ‘ Never lie in your 
prayers; never confess more than you really believe ; never 
promise more than you mean to perform.'" I recollected this 
precept in his “Golden Grove;” but his example for prayer 
.contradicts his 

Dr. Johnson and I went in Dr. Adams's coach to dme with 
Mr. Nowell, Principal of St. Mary Hall, at his beautiful villa at 
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Mey, OB the banks of the Isis, about two miles from Oxford. 
While we were upon the . roai* I had the resolution to ask 
■ Johnson whether he thought that^ the roughness of his manner 
had been an advantage or not, and if he would not have done 
more good if he had been more gentle./ I proceeded to. answer 
myself thus: “Perhaps it has ; been, of a.dvantage, .as it has 
given weight' to what you said you could not, perhapSj have; 
talked with' such authority without it” Johnson. “No, Sir;-; 
I have, done more good as I am. Obscenity and .Impiety,: have, 
always/ .been,' repressed in my company.” Boswell. /■“ True, 
Sir; and that is "more than caO' be said of / every Bishop. 
Greater,. liberties have been taken in . the presence of a Bishop, 
though a very good man, from^ his being milder, and therefore 
not commanding such awe. .Yet, Sir, many people who might 
have been benefited by your conversation, have been frightened 
away. A worthy friend of ours has told me, that he has often 
been afraid to talk to you.” Johnson. “ Sir, he need not have 
been afraid, if he had any thing rational to say.^ If he had 
not, it was better he did not talk.” 

Dr. Nowell is celebrated for having preached a sermon before 
the House of Commons, on the 30th of January, 1772, full of 
high Tory sentiments, for which he was thanked as usual, and 
printed it at their request ; but, in the midst of that turbulence 
and faction which disgraced a part of the present reign, the 
thanks were afterwards ordered to be e.xpunged. This strange 
conduct sufficiently exposes itself; and Dr. Nowell will ever 
have the honour which is due to a lofty friend of our monarchical 
constitution. Dr. Johnson said to me, “Sir, the Court mil be 
very much to blame, if he is not promoted.” I told this to Dr. 
Nowell ; and asserting my humbler, though not less zealous 
exertions in the same cause, I suggested, that whatever return 
we might receive, we should still have the consolation of being 
like ButlePs steady and generous Royalist, 

**Tme as the dial to the sun, 

Although it be not shone upon.” 

We were well entertained and very happy at Dr. Now^ell s, 
where was a very agreeable company ; and we drank “ Church 
and King” after dinner, with true Tory cordiality. 

We talked of a certain clergyman of extraordinary character, 
who, by exerting his talents in writing on temporary topicks, and 

1 CTbc words of Erasmus (as my leaned friend Archdeacon Kearney observes to me,) 
may^ be applied to Johnson : “ Qui ingenium, sensiirn, dictionem hominis noverant 
mukis non offenduntur, quibus graviter erant ofiTendendi, qui base ignoramaL*’— M.J 
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: displaying uncommon intrepidity, had raised himself to affluence. 

I maintained that we ought not to be indignant at his success ; 

. for merits of every sort- was entitled' to reward. Johnson. “ Sir, . ■ 
,i will not allow this man to have merit No, Sir ; what he has 
is rather the 'contrary ; I will, indeed, ' allow him courage, and ■ ; 
'OH : this account we^ so fat' give him credit. We have more 
respect for a man who robs ■ boldly on the highway, than for a 
fellow who jumps out of a ditch, and knocks you down behind ' 
your back. ■ Courage is a quality so necessary for maintaining 
virtue, "that 'it is , always , respected, even when it is associated ' 
with 'vice.” ' 

I censured the coarse invectives which were become fashion- 
able in the House of Commons, and said, that if members of 
parliament must attack each other personally in the heat of 
debate, it should be done more genteely. Johnson. “ No, Sir ; 
that would be much worse. Abuse is not so dangerous when 
there is no vehicle of wit or delicacy, no subtle conveyance. 
The difference between coarse and refined abuse is as the 
difference between being bruised by a club, and wounded by a 
poisoned arrow.” — I have since observed his position elegantly 
expressed by Dr. Young : 

** As the soft plume gives swiftness to the dart, 

Good breeding sends the satire to the heart.” 

On Saturday, June 12, there drank tea with us at Dr. Adams’s, 
Mr. John Henderson, student of Pembroke-College, celebrated 
for his wonderful acquirements in Alchymy, Judicial Astrology, 
and other abstruse and curious learning ; ^ and the Reverend 
Herbert Croft, who, I am afraid, was somewhat mortified by 
Dr. Johnson’s not being highly pleased with some “Family 
Discourses,” which he had printed ; they were in too familiar a 
style to be approved of by so manly a mind. I have no note 
of this evening’s conversation, except a single fragment. When 
I mentioned Thomas Lord Lyttelton’s vision, the prediction of 
the time of his death, and its exact fulfilment ; — Johnson. “ It 
is the most extraordinary thing that has happened in my day. 

I heard it with my own ears from his uncle, Lord Westcote.^ 
I am so glad to have every evidence of the spiritual world, that 
I am willing to believe it.” Dr. Adams. “ You have evidence 
enough; good evidence, which needs not such support.’^ 
Johnson. “I like to have more.” 

1 See an account of bim, in a sermon by the Reverend Mr. Agntter. . . • 

2 [A correct account of Lord Lyttelton's supposed Vision may be found m Nashe s 
** History of Worcestershire ; ’’--Additions ano CoRaBCTiows, p. 36,-- M.] ■ ' 
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Mr. Henderson, with whom I had sauntered in the venerable 
walks of Merton-Coliege, and found him a very learned and 
pious man, supped with us. Dr. Johnson 'surprised . him. not a 
little, "by acknowledging with ’ a' look of honour, that .' he war 
much . oppressed by. the fear of death. The amiable .Dr. Adams 
suggested that God was infinitely good. Johnson, “ That he 
is 'infinitely good, as. far as the perfection of iiis', nature will 
allow, ■ I certainly believe ; but it is necessary, for good upon the: 
whole,. ' that.' individuals should be punished.: As ,'to.' : an 
mdividuai^ therefore, he is, not infinitely' good ;, 'and, as I cannot 
.■be 52^r<f'that I have- fulfilled the conditions on which,, salvation. 
.,is granted, 'I ..am afraid I may be one of those who. shall .be 
damned/^ '{looking .dismally.) Dr, Adams. ®fWhat ' do; ',370.0 
mean by. damned .1” Johnson, (passionately and loudiy) 
'“Sent to Hell, Sir, and punished everiastingiy.’' Dr. Adam's.. 
“I donk believe that doctrine.” Johnson. “Hold, Sir, do 
you believe that some will be punished at all ? ” Dr. Adams. 
“Being excluded from Heaven will be a punish ment y yet there 
may be no great positive' sufiering.” Johnson. “ Well, Sir ; but, 
if you admit any degree of punishment, there is an end of your 
argument for infinite goodness simply considered ,for, infinite 
goodness would inflict no punishment whatever. There is no 
infinite goodness physically considered; morally there is. 
Boswell. “ But may not a man attain to such a degree of hope 
as not to be uneasy from the fear of death?” Johnson. “A 
man may have such a degree of hope as to keep him quiet. 
You see I am not quiet, from the vehemence with which I talk ; 
but I do not despair.'” . ■ Mrs. Adams. “ You seem, Sir, to 
forget the merits . of our Redeemer.” Johnson.' “Madam, 
1 do ■ not forget.-the .merits of my Redeemer; but my 
Redeemer has said that he will set some on his right 
hand and some on his left.”-~He was in gloomy agitation, 
and said, “111 have no more onk.”— If what has iiow^' 
been stated should be urged by the enemies of Christianity, 
as if its influence on the mind were not benignant, let it be 
remembered, that Johnson's temperament was melancholy, 
of which such direful apprehensions of futurity are often ""a 
common effect. We shall presently see, that when he ap- 
proached nearer to his awful change, his mind became 
tranquil, and he exhibited as much fortitude as becomes a 
thinking man in that situation. 

From the subject of death we passed to discourse of life 
whether it was upon the whole more happy or miserable. 
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JohnsoQ was decidedly for the balance of .misery : ^ in confirma- 
tion of which I maintained^ that no man would' choose tolead^, 
over again the life which . he had experienced.. Johnson^ acceded' , 

to , that opinion in the strongest terms. This is an enquiry often , ■ 
made,; and its being a ^subject. of, disquisition is a proof that ,■ 

I The Reverend Mr.. Ralph Churton, Fellow of Brazen-Nose College, Oxford, has 
favoured .me, with the following remarks on my Work, which he is pleased to say, “ J have 
hitherto extolled, and cordially approve.” 

“The chief part of what I have to observe is contained in -the. following transcript 
from a letter to a friend, which, with .his concurrence, I copied for this purpose; and,, 
whatever may be the' rnerit or justness of the remarks, you may be sure that being written 
to a most intimate friend,^ without any intention that they ever should go. further, they are 
she gen:uine. arid undisguised sentiments of the writer ; 

‘Jan. 6, 1792. 

‘ Last week, I was reading the second volume of Bosweirs Johnson, with increasing 
esteem for the. worthy aut,hour, and increasing veneration of the wonderfol . and excellent 
man who' is the subject^of ,it. .The wrker throws in, now and then, very properly,. some 
serious religious reflections ; but there is one remark, in my mind an obvious and |ust_one,' 
which I chink he has not made, that Johnson’s “morbid melancholy," and constitutiona'I 
innrrnities were intended by Providence, like St. Paul’s thorn in the flesh, to check 
inteiiecmal conceit and arrog.ance ; which the consciousness ' of his extraordinary talents, 
awake as he was to the voice of praise, might otherwise have generated in a very culpable 
degree. Another observation strikes me, that in consequence of the same natura] indis- 
position, and habitual sickliness, (for be says he scarcely passed one day without pain after 
his twentieth year,) he considered and represented human life, as a scene of much grea.tei 
misery than is generally experienced. There may be persons bowed down with aSliction 
all their days; and there are those, no doubt, whose iniquities rob them of rest ; but 
neither calainities nor crimes, I hope and believe, do so much and so generally abound, as 
to justify the dark picture of life which Johnson’s imagination designed, and bis strong 
pencil delineated. This I am sure, the colouring is far too gloomy for what I have ex- 
perienced, though as far as I can remember, 1 have ha(i more sickness, (I do not say more 
severe, but only more in quantity,) than falls to the lot of most people. But then daily 
debility and occasional sickness were far overbalanced by intervenient days, and, perhaps, 
weeks void of pain, and overflowing with comfort. So that in short, to return to the 
subject, human life, as far as I can perceive from experience or observation, is not that 
state of constant wretchedness which j ohnson always insisted it was : which misrepre- 
sentation, (for such it surely is,) his Biographer has not corrected, I suppose, because^ 
unhappily, he has himself a large portion of melancholy in his constitution, and fancied 
the portrait a faithful copy of life.^" 

The learned writer then proceeds thus in his letter to me J . 

“ i have conversed with some sensible men on this subject, who all seem to entertain 
the same sentiments respecting life wdth those which are expressed or inSpIied in the fore- 
going paragraph. It might be added, that as the representation here spoken of, appe^s 
not consistent with fact and experience, so neither does it seem_ to be countenanced^by 
Scripture. There is, perhaps, no part of the sacred volume which at first sight promises 
so much to lend its sanction to these dark and desponding notions as the book of Eccle- 
siastes, which so often, and so emphatically, proclaims the vanity of things aublunary. 
But ‘ the design of this whole book, (as it has been justly observed,) is not to put us out 
of conceit wnth life, but to cure our vain expectations of a compleat and perfect happiness 
in this world: to convince us, that there is no such thing to be found m mere external 
eniovments :-^and to teach us — to seek for happiness in the practice of virtue, in the 
knowledge and love of God. and in the hopes of a better life.* For this is the application 
of ail. let us hear, &c. xh. 13. Not only his duty, but his happiness too: For krO», 
&c. ver. 14.— See ‘ Sherlock on Providence,’ p. 299* ■ , . j 

“ The New Testament tells us, indeed, and most truly, that ‘sufficient unto the day is 
Che evil thereof;’ and, therefore, wisely forbids us to increase our burden by forebodings 
of sorrows ; but I think it no where says that even our ordinary alliictipns are not con- 
sistent with a very considerable degree of positive comfort and satisfaction. And, 
accordingly, one whose suflferings as well as merits were conspicuous,^ assures us^ 
oroportion *as the sufferings of Christ abounded in them,_ so their consolation also 
abounded by Christ.’ 3 Cor. i. 5. It is needless to cite, as indeed it would he endless 
even to refer to, the multitude of passages in both Testaments holding, out, in.the steongest 
language, promises of blessings^ even m this world, to the faithful servants of txon- 1 
..will’ only, refer to St. Luke xvin. 39, 30, and. i Tim. iv. B. ^ ^ ' .. , 

“Upon the whole, setting aside instances of great and lasting bodily paiu, of mind. 
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much misery presses upon human feelings ; for those who arc 
conscious of a felicity of existence, would never hesitate to 
accept of a repetition of it. I have met with very few who 
would. ■ I ^havc' heard .Mr. Burke make, use of a very ingenious 
■and plausible argument on this subject Every man. (said .he,)' 
.would. lead his life over again; for, every man is willing .to go' 
on. and take an addition. to his life, which, as, he grows older, 
he has no reason to think will be better, or even so good as 
what has preceded. I imagine, however,' the tmtli is, that 
there- is, a deceitful hope that the next part of life .will be -free 
from the -pains, and- anxieties, and sorrows, which, - we have 
already felt- .We are for wise purposes Condemned to Hope^s 
delusive -mine,” as Johnson finely says ; and I may also .quote 
the celebrated lines, of Dryden, equally philosophical and 
poetical : 

** When I consider life, tis all a cheat, 

Y et fool’d with hope, men favour the deceit j 


peculiarly oppressed by melancholy, and of severe temporal calamities, from which extra- 
ordinary cases we surely^ should not form our estimate of the general tenour and 
complexion of life ; excluding these from the account, i am convinced that as weii the 

g racious constitution of things which Providence has ordained, as the declarations of 
cripture and the actual experience of individuals, authorize the sincere Christian to hope 
that his humble and constant endeavours to perform his duty, chequered as the best life is 
with many failings, will be crowned with a greater degree of present peace, serenity, and 
comfort, than he could reasonably permit himself to expect, if he measured his views and 
judged of life from the opinion of Dr. Johnson, often and energetically e.xpressed in the 
Memoirs of him, without any animadversion or censure by bis ingenious Biographer. H 
he himself, upon reviewing the subject, shall see the matter in this light, he will, in sn 
octavo edition, which is eagerly expected, make such additional rem.arks or corrections a.s 
he shall judge ; lest the impressions v/hich these discouraging passages may leave on 
the reader’s mind, should in any degree hinder what othenvise the whole spirit and energy 
of the work tends, and, I hope, succe.ssfully, to promote, — pure morality and true 
religion." 

Though I have, in some degree, obviated any reflecrions .against my illustrious friend's 
dark views of life, %vhen considering, in the course of this Work, his ” Rambler ’’ and his 
“ .Rasselas," I am obliged to Mr. Churton for complying with my request of his per- 
mis.sjon to insert his Remarks, being con.sciou.s of the weight of what he judiciousiy 
suggests as to the melancholy in my own constitution. His more pleasing vsew.s of life. 
I hope, are jitst. Vaieant, ptanhim vahre posauni. 

Mr. Churton concludes his letter to me in these words ; “ Once, and only once, I had 
the satisfaction of seeing your illustrious friend ; and as i feel a particular regard for al' 
whom be distinguished with his -esteem and friendship, so I derive much pleasure frotn 
reflecting that I once beheld, though but tran.siently near our College-gate, one whose 
works will for ever delight and improve the world, who was & sincere and zealous 
son of the Church of England, an honour to his country, and an ornament to human 
nature..’,’:- ^ ■ 

His letter was accompanied wdth a present from himself of his “ Sermons at the 
Bampton Lecture,” and from his frienc^ Dr. Townson, the venerable Rector of hlalpas 
in Cheshire, of his “Di.scourses on the Gospels,” together with the following extract of a 
letter from that excellent person, who k now gone to receive the reward of his labours ; 
’* Mr. Boswell is not only very entertaininj^ in his works, but they are so replete with 
moral and religious sentiments, without an instance, as far as I knoiv, of a contrary ten- 
dency, that I cannot help having a great esteem for him *, and if you think such a trifle ks 
a copy of the Discourses, fijtr dmo authorise would be acceptable to him, X should be 
happy to give him this small^ testimony of my regard.” 

Such spontaneous testimonies of approbation from such men, without any personal 
acquaintance with me, are truly valuable and encouraging. 
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Trust on, and think ■ to* morrow^ will repays ' ■ 

To-morrow^s falser than the , former ' day . ; 

Lies worse j and while it sa3»’s we shall be blest ■ 

With some new joys, cuts off what we possest. ' 

Strange cozenage ! none would live' past years again j 
Yet all hope pleasure in what. yet remain j ■ j 

And from the dregs of life , think to receive, * j 

What the first sprightly running could- not give.**^ ■ ::' j 


V ' lt was/observed to Dr. Johnson, that it seemed strange that , 
lie^ who . has: .SO' 'often delighted his company by .his .lively and ■ 
briiliant . conversation, should say he was' miserable. ■ Johnson. , - ' ' -i:'- 
'Alp ! .it' is all outside; ■! may be cracking 'my joke, and,.- . V;'l 
■cursing the sun. Stm, /taw I hate thy beams . I knew, not . . ' ' || 

well 'wbat to think of' this declaration ; whether to hold it as a i 

genuine ' picture of his mind,^ or as the effect of his persuading il 

himself contrary to fact, that the position which he had ;f 

assumed as to human unhappiness, was true. We may apply J. 

to him a sentence .in Mr. Greville’s “Maxims, Characters, and ij 

Reflections ; a book which is entitled to much more praise I 


than it has received : “ Aristarchus is charming ; how full of 
knowledge, of sense, of sentiment. You get him with difficulty 
to your supper; and after having delighted every body and i 

himself for a few hours, he is obliged to return home : — he is 1 

finishing his treatise, to prove that unhappiness is the portion 
of 'man.”' ■ .■ . . f I 

,i On Sunday, June 13, our philosopher was calm at breakfast. 

■ There was something exceedingly pleasing in our leading a. 

College life, without restraint, and with superipur elegance, in 
consequence of our living in the Master’s House, and having 
the company of ladies. Mrs. Kennicot related, in his presence, 
a lively saying of Dr. Johnson’s to Miss Hannah More, who 
had expressed a wonder that the poet who had written “Para- 
dise Lost,” should write such poor Sonnets :■ — “ Milton, Madam, 
was a genius that could cut a Colossus from a rock, but could 1 

not carve heads upon cherry-stones.” f 

We talked of the casuistical question, “ Whether it was ■ 
allowable at any time to depart from Truth} Johnson. 

“The general rule is, that Truth should never be violated, 
because it is of the utmost importance to the comfort of life, 
that we should have a full security by mutual faith ; and occa- 


" i :.AUREN.G.ZEBE,.Act iv. Sc. 1 . 

2 Yet there is no doubt that a man may appear very gay m com 
heart. His merriment is like the sound of drums and trumpets in a 
groans of the wounded and dying. 

8 Page 139. 



530 The Life of Dr. Johnson 

sional inconveniences' should be ■ willingly .'sufferedj that we may 
preserve it' There, must, however, be so.me exceptions. : ;if,' 
for instance, a murderer should ask you mdiich way a, .man : is 
gone,, you may." tell him what is, not true, because you arc under 
a previous obligation not to betray a 'man to ■ a murderer.’^ 
Boswell, “Supposing the -person who 'wrote were 

asked whether he was the authour, might he deny it ? 
.Johnson. ,“I donT know what to say to this. If you.vrere 
i^w.that he wrote Junius^ would .you, if he denied it, think, as 
well .of him afterwards ? ■ Yet. it may be urged, that irhat a. man 
has ■ no right to ask, you may . refuse, to communicate ; and 
there is no other effectual, mode of preserving a secret and. .'an 
important secret, the 'discovery, of w'hich maybe very hurtful 
to you, but a flat denial; for if you- are silent, or. hesitate, or 
evade, it -will be held equivalent to. a confession. But stay, 
Sir, here is another case. Supposing the autho'ur had told me 
confidentially that he had written Junius^ and I w^ere asked if 
he had, L should hold myself at liberty to. deny it,, as being 
under a previous promise, express or implied, to conceal, it. 
Now what I ought to do for the authour, may I not do for 
myself? But I deny the lawfulness of telling a lie to a sick 
man, for fear of alarming him. You have no business with 
consequences ; you are to tell the truth. Besides, you are not 
sure, w'hat effect your telling him he is in danger may have. 
It may bring his distemper to a crisis, and that may cure him. 
Of ail lying, I have the greatest abhorrence of this, because I 
believe it has been frequently practised on myself.^’ 

I cannot help thinking that there is much weight in the 
opinion of those who have held, that truth, as an eternal and 
irnmutable principle, ought, upon no account whatever, to be 
violated, from supposed previous or superiour obligations, of 
which every man being to judge for himself, there is great 
danger that we too often, from partial motives, persuade our- 
selves that they exist; and probably, whatever extraordinary 
instances may sometimes occur, where some evil may be pre- 
vented by violating this noble principle, it would be found that 
human happiness would, upon the whole, be more perfect, wrere 
Truth universally preserved. 

In the notes to the “Dunciad,” we find the following verses, 
addressed to Pope : ^ 

“ While malice, Pope, denies thy page 
Its own celestial fire ; 

i The annotator calls them “ amiable verses." 
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While criticks, and while, bards Jn/xage, 
Admiring j won’t .admire ;■■■■ ■ ' 

While wayward pens thy, worth, assail, 

, And envious tongues decry ; 

These times, though many a friend, bewail, 
These times bewail not T. 


But when the world’s loud praise is thine, 
And spleen no more shall blame : 
When with thy Homer thou shall shine 
.In one establish’d fame I . 


■ When none shall rail, and every .lay 
Devote a wreath to thee ; 

That day (for come it will) that day 
Shall I lament to see.,” 


Tt ^is surely not a little remarkable, that they should appear 
without a name. Miss Seward, knowing Dr. Johnson’s almost 
universal and minute literary information, signified a desire that 
I should ask .him who was the authour. He was prompt with 
his. answ^er : — Why, Sir, they were written by one Lewis, who 
was either under-master or an usher of Westminster-school, 
and published a Miscellany, in which “ Grongar Hill ” first 
came out.” V Johnson praised them highly, and repeated them^ 


^ [Lewis’s Verses addressed to Pope, (as Mr. Bindley suggests to me,) were firs4 
published in a collection of Pieces in verse and prose on occasion of “ the Dunciad,” Svo. 
1732. They are there called an Epigram. — “Grongar Hill," the same gentleman 
observes, was first printed in Savage’s Miscellanies, as an Ode, (it is singular mat John- 
son should not have recollected this,) and was reprinted in the same year, (1726,) in 
Lewis’s Miscellany, in the form it now bears. 

in that Miscellany, (as the Reverend Mr. Blakcway observes to me,) “the beautiful 
poem, ‘ Away, let nought to love displeasing,' &c. (reprinted in Percy’s Reliques, 
vol i. b. iiL, No. 14,) first appeared." It is there said to be a translation from the ancient 
British. 

Lewis was authour of “ Philip of Macedon," a tragedy, published in 1727, and 
dedicated to Pope ; and in 1730, he published a second volume of miscellaneous 

poems. , , • ' 

As Dr. Johnson settled in London not long after the Verses addressed to Pope first 
appeared, he probably then obtained some information concerning their authour, David 
L^wls, whom he has described as an Usher of Westminster-school : yet the Dean of 
Westminster, w-ho has been pleased at my request to make some enquiry on this 
subject, has not found any vestige of his having ever been employed in this situation. 
— A late writer (“Environs of London,’’ iv. 171,) supposed that the following in- 
scription in the church-yard of the Church of Low L.eyton in Essex, was intended to 
commemorate this poet ; 

“Sacred to the memory of David Lewis, Esq. who died the 8th Day of April, 1760, 
aged_77 years; a great favourite of the Muses, as his many excellent pieces in poetry 
sufficiently testify. 

“ Inspired verse may on this marble live, 

But can no honour to thy ashes give.” 


.... Also Mary, the wife of the above-named David Lewis, fourth daughter of 
Newdigate Owsley, Esq. who departed this life the loth of October, 1774, aged 90 
years. 

But it appears to me improbable that this monument was erected for the authour of the 
Verses to Pope, and of the Tragedy already mentioned ; the language both of' the dedi- 
cation prefixed to that piece, and of the dedication addressed to the Earl of Shaftesbury, 
and prefixed to the Miscellanies, 1730, denoting a person who moved in a iow'er spheret 
., than this Essex ’Squire seems to, have done.— 'Mil - 


■ , 
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with a Qoble animation.;': in the twelfth linej instead of ** one: 
established fame,” he repeated one uiiclotided fame,” which 
he thought was the reading, in former editions : . I believe , 

was a flash of his own genius. It is much', more : poetical than 
; the other. 

On Monday, June 14, and, Tuesday, 15, Dr. Johnson and 
. I dined,, on one of. them, I forget which, with Mr. Mickle, 
translator of the “Lusiad,” at Wheatley, a very pretty country 
place a: few miles from 'Oxford'; and on the other ..with Dr.- 
Wetherell, Master of University-College, From Dr. WetherelFs 
he went to .visit Mr. Sackville Parker,, the bookseller ; .and when, 
he returned, to us, gave the following account of his visit, saying, :■ 
have been to see my old friend, Sack. Parker; I .find he'-' 
has married his maid; he has done right. She had lived with'^ 
him many years in great confidence, and they had mingled 
minds; I do not think he could have found any wife that 
would have made him so happy. The woman was very atten- 
tive and civil to me ; she pressed me to fix a day for dining 
with them, and to say what I liked, and she would be sure to 
get it for me. Poor Sack I He is very ill, indeed.^ We parted 
as never to meet again. It has quite broke me down.” This 
pathetick narrative was strangely diversified with the grave and 
earnest defence of a man's having married his maid. I could 
not but feel it as in some degree ludicrous. 

In the morning of Tuesday, June 15, while we sat at Dr. 
Adams's, we talked of a printed letter from the reverend Herbert 
Croft, to a young gentleman who had been his pupil, in which 
he advised him to read to the end of whatever books he should 
begin to read. Johnson. *‘This is surely a strange advice: 
you may as well resolve that whatever men you happen to get 
acquainted with, you are to keep to them for life. A book may 
be good for nothing ; or there may be only one thing in k 
w’-orth knowing ; are we to read it all through ? These Voyages, 
(pointing to the three large volumes of ‘ Voyages to the South 
Sea,’ which were just come out) who will read them through ? 
A man had better work his way before the mast, than read them 
through ; they will be eaten by rats and mice, before they are 
read through. There can be little entertainment in such books ; 
one set of Savages is like another.” Boswell. I do not think 
the people of Otaheit^ can be reckoned Savages.” Johnson. 

“ Don't cant in defence of Savages.” Boswell. “ They have 
the art of navigation.” Johnson. “ A dog or a cat can swim.” 

X died at Oxford io Isis 89113 year, Dec *0, 1796.— M.J 
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Boswell. *®They carve ^ very ingeniously.'^ Johnson. **A 
cat can scratclij and a child with a nail can scratch.” I per- 
ceived,, this was none ^,of, the moUia tempora fandi*, so desisted'. ' 

4 "^poo.his mentioning that when he came to College he wrote 
his first exercise twice over, but never did so afterwards ; " Miss 
Adams.., , I, suppose, Sir, you. .could not make them better?” 
Johnson.^' “ \es, , Madam, to be sure I could make them. better. 
Thought IS better than no thought.” Miss Adams. . “ Do you 
think, Siiv^you could make your Ramblers better?” Johnson. 
“Certainly I could.” Boswell. “Ill 'lay a bet, Sir, you 
cannot'' Johnson. But ,I will, Sir, if I. choose. T shall 
make the best of them you shall pick out, better.” — Boswell. 
“ But you may add to them. I will not allow of that” 
Johnson. “Nay, Sir, there are three ways of making them 
better;— putting out, —adding, ---or correcting.” 

During our visit at Oxford, the following conversation passed 
between him and me on the subject of my trying my fortune at 
the English bar. Having asked, whether a very extensive 
acquaintance in London, which was very valuable, and of great 
advantage to a man at large, might not be prejudicial to a 
lawyer, by preventing him from giving sufficient attention to his 
business ?— Johnson. “Sir, you will attend to business, as 
business lays hold of you. When not actually employed, you 
may see your friends as much as you do now. You may dine 
at a Club every day, and sup with one of the members every 
night; and you may be as much at publick places as one who 
has seen them all would wish to be. But you must take care 
to attend constantly in Westminster Hall ; both to mind your 
business, as it is almost all learnt there, (for nobody reads now,) 
and to shew that you want to have business. And you must 
not be too often seen at publick places, that competitors may 
not have it to say, ‘He is always at the Playhouse or at 
Ranelagh, and never to be found at his chambers.' And, Sir, 
there must be a kind of solemnity in the manner of a pro- 
fessional man. I have nothing particular to say to you on the 
subject. All this I should say to any one ; I should have said 
it to Lord Thuiiow twenty years ago.” 

The Profession may probably think this representation of 
what is required in a Barrister who would hope for success, to 
be much too indulgent; but certain it is, that as 

The wits of Charles found easier ways to fame,” 
some of the lawyers of this age who have risen high, have by no 
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means thought it absolutely necesssLtj to submit, to .that, „ long 
and painful course of study which a Plowden, a Coke, and a 
..Hales,: considered .as requisite. My respected' friend, ' Mr. 
Langton, has shewn .me in 'the hand-writing of his grandfather, 
a'' curious account of a - conversation which - he had with ' Lo.r(!, 
Chief justice Kale, in which that great man tells hims That 
for:, two years after he came to the inn of -court, he studied 
sixteen hours a day; however, (his Lordship added,) that by 
this intense application he almost brought himself to, his grave, 
though he were of a very strong constitution, and after re.d.uced 
himself to, eight Lours ; but that he would' not advise, any body 
to so much; that he thought six hours a day, with attention and 
constancy, ■ waS' sufficient ; that a man, -must use his body as he 
would his horse, and his stomach; not tire him -at once, but 
rise with an appetite.’’ 

On "Wednesday, June 19, .Dr. Johnson and I returned' to 
London ; he was not well to-day, and said very little, employing 
himself chieliy in reading Euripides. He expressed some dis- 
pleasure at me, for not observing sufficiently, the various objects 
upon the road. “If I had your eyes, Sir, (said he,) I, should 
count the passengers.” It was wonderful how accurate his 
observations of visual objects w'ere, notwithstanding his imper- 
fect eyesight, owing to a habit of attention. — That he was much 
satisfied with the respect paid to him at Dr. Adams’s is thus 
attested by himself : “I returned last night from Oxford, after 
a fortnight’s abode with Dr. Adams, who treated me as well as 
I could expect or wish ; and he that contents a sick man, a man 
wLom it is impossible to please, has surely done his part well”^ 

After his return to London from this excursion, I saw him 
frequently, but have few memorandums ; I shall therefore here 
insert some particulars which I collected at various times. 

The Reverend Mr. Astle, of Ashbourne, in Derbyshire, 
brother to the learned and ingenious Thomas Astle, Esq. was 
.from'^' his , early years' knowm to Dr,. Johnson, who, obligingly 
advised him as to his studies, and recommended to him the 
following books, of which a list wLich he has been pleased to 
communicate, lies before me in Johnson’s own handwriting 
Universal History {ancie?it) — HoilMs : ■Ancient History, — 
Ftiffefidorfs Introduction to History. — -Vertofs History of 
Knights of Malta , — Vertoi s Revolution of Portugal ,- — Vertots 
Revolution of Sweden, — Cartds History of Engia-nd, — Present 
State of England, — Geographical Grammar, — Prideaux's Con- 

1 “ Letters to Mrs. Thrale,” Vol. II. p. 37a. 
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nection— Nelson’ s Feasts and Fasts.— Duty of Man.— Gentle- 
man’s Religion.— Clarendon’s History.— Wattds Improvement 
of m Mind.— Watts’s Logick.— Nature Displayed.— Lowtk’s 
English Grammar.— Blackwell on the Classicks.— Sherlock’s 
^rmons. Burnefs Life of Hale. — Dupin’s History of the 
Church.— Shuckf or ds Connections.— Laid s Serious Call.— 
Walton’s Complete Angler.— Sandys’s Travels.— Sprats History 
of the Royal Society.— Englands Gazetteer.— Goldsmith’s Roman 
History.— Some Commentaries on the Bible. 

_ It ha%’ing been mentioned to Dr. Johnson that a gentleman 
Wilo had a son whom he imagined to have an extreme degree 
of timidity, resolved to send him to a publick school, that he 
Might acquire confidence ; ®‘Sir, (said Johnson,) this is a pre- 
posterous expedient for removing his. infirmity; such a dis- 
position should be cultivated in the shade. Placing him at a 
publick' school is forcing an owl upon day.” ■ . 

Speaking of a gentleman whose house was much frequented 
by low company ; “ Rags, Sir, (said he,) will always make their 
appearance where they have a right to do it.” 

Of the same gentleman’s mode of living, he said, “ Sir, the 
servants, Jnstead of doing what they are bid, stand round the 
table in idle clusters, gaping upon the guests ; and seem as unfit 
to attend a company, as to steer a man of war.” 

A dull country magistrate gave Johnson a long, tedious 
account of his exercising his criminal jurisdiction, the result of 
which was his having sentenced four convicts to transportation. 
Johnson, in an agony of impatience to get rid of such a com- 
panion, exclaimed, I heartily wish, Sir, that I were a fifth.” 

Johnson was present when a tragedy was read, in which 
there occurred, this line : 

‘ ‘ Who rales o’er freemen should himself be free. ” 

The conipany having admired it much, “I cannot agree with 
you (said J olinson :) It might as well be said, 

“ "Who drives fat oxen should himself be fat.” 

Fie was pleased with the kindness of Mr. Cator, who was joined 
with him in Mr. Thrale’s important trust, and thus describes 
him : There is much good in his character, and much use- 

fulness in his knowledge.” He found a cordial solace at that 
gentleman’s seat at Beckenham, in Kent, which is indeed one 
of the finest places at which I ever was .a guest; and where I 
find more and more a hospitable welcome.' 

“ Letters to Mrs. Thrale,” ■ Vol. IL p. 284. ,:' 
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Johnson seldom encouraged general censure of any pro- 
fession ; but he was willing to allow a due share of merit to 
the - various departments necessaiy in civilised life. ^ In a 
Bplenetickj' sarcasticai,- or jocular frame of minds howeveis' he 
■would sometimes utter a pointed , saying'' of that nature.' , .One 
instance has been mentioned,^ where he gave:,.,a sudden, satirical 
.stroke to the character of an attorney. 'The too 'indiscriminate 
'■admission to that employment, which, requires both... abilities 
■and integrity, has given ris.e to,, injurious reflections,: which. are 
totally inapplicable to many very respectable men ..who '-exercise 
it with reputation and honour. 

..-.Johnson haiung argued for- some 'time with a. pertinacious 
gentleman j his opponent, who had talked ■ in a very puzzling 
manner, happened to say, -‘‘I don’t understand you, Sir;’’ upon 
which Johnson obse.rved, ‘‘Sir, I have found you an argument; 
but I am not obliged to And you an understanding.” 

Talking to me of Horry Walpole, (as Horace, now Earl of 
Orford, was often called,) Johnson allowed that he got together 
a great many curious little things, and told them in an elegant 
manner. Mr. Walpole thought Johnson a more amiable 
character after reading his letters to Mrs, Thrale : but never 
was one of the true admirers of that great man.^ We may 
suppose a prejudice conceived, if he ever heard Johnson’s 
account to Sir George Staunton, that vrhen he made the 
speeches in parliament for the Gentleman’s Magazine, “he 
always took care to put Sir Robert Walpole in the wrong, and 
to say every thing he could against the electorate of Hanover.” 
The celebrated Heroick Epistle, in which Johnson is satyrically 
introduced, has been ascribed both to Mr. Walpole and Mr. 
Mason. One day at Mr. Courtenay’s, when a gentleman ex- 
pressed his opinion that there was more energy in that poero 
than could be expected from Mr. Walpole; Mr. Warton, the 
late Laureat, observed, “ It may have been written by Walpole, 
and buckram^ d by Mason,”® 

He disapproved of Lord Hailes, for having modernised the 
language of the ever-memorabie John Hales of Eton, in an 
edition which his Lordship published of that writer’s works. 
“An authour’s language, Sir, (said he,) is a characteristical part 
of his composition, and is also characteristical of the age in 
which he writes. Besides, Sir, when the language is changed 

i See Vol. i. p. 393. 

a [In his Posthumous Works, he has spoken of Johnson in the most contemptuous 
mannerJ—M.] 

® [It is now (1804) A«ow«, that the Heroick Epistle was written by Mason.— M. I 
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we are not sure that the sense is the. samcv : No, Sir: I am 
sorryXord Hailes, has, done this,” 

Here it may be , observed, that, his frequent use of the 
expression,. Str^ was not always to intimate contradiction ; 
for he ^ would; say-so when he was about to enforce an 
affirmative proposition which had not been denied, as in the 
instance;, last mentioned, I used to consider it as.- a kind, of 
, dag of defiance : as if he had said, “Any argument you. may 
; offer .against ;this, .is not just. No, Sir, it is not.” It was like 
Falstaffs ..“ I deny your Major.” . ' ' 

7 Sir' Joshua 'Reynolds having said that he took the altitude of 
a man^s taste by his stories and his wit, and of his under- 
standing by the remarks which he repeated ^ being always sure 
that he must be a weak man, who quotes common things with 
an emphasis as if they were oracles j — Johnson agreed with 
him ; and Sir Joshua having also obsen^ed that the real 
character of a man was found out by his amusements, — 
Johnson added, “Yes, Sir; no man is a hypocrite in his 
pleasures,” 

I have mentioned Johnson’s general aversion to a pun. He 
once, however, endured one of mine. When we were talking of 
a numerous company in which he had distinguished himself 
highly, I said, “ Sir, you were a Cod surrounded by smelts. Is 
not this enough for you? at a time too when you were not 
for a compliment ? ” He laughed at this with a com- 
placent approbation. Old Mr. Sheridan observed, upon my 
mentioning it to him, “He liked your compliment so well, he 
was willing to take it with pun sauceP For my own part I 
think no innocent species of wit or pleasantry should be sup- 
pressed: and that a good pun may be admitted among the 
smaller excellencies of lively conversation. 

Had Johnson treated at large De Claris Oratoribus, he might 
have given us an admirable work. When the Duke of Bedford 
atracked the ministry as vehemently as he could, for having 
taken upon them to extend the time for the importation of 
corn, Lord Chatham, in his first speech in the House of 
Lords, boldly avowed himself to be an adviser of that 
measure. “My colleagues, (said he,) as I was confined by 
indisposition, did me the signal honour of coming to the bed- 
side of a sick man, to ask his opinion. But, had they not 
thus condescended, I should have taken up my bed and walked, 
in order to have delivered that opinion at the Council-Board.” 
Mr. Langton, who was present, mentioned this to Johnson, 
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who observed, **Now, Sir, we . see -that ■ he took' these words as' 
he found them ; without considering, that though the expression; 
in Scripture, take up thy bed and walk^ strictly' suited the in”:. 
stance of ■ the ' sick man restored to health and '.strength, who 
would of course be supposed to carry his bed with him', dt 
could ' BOt be proper in the case of a man who was lying in a' 
state of feebleness, and who certainly would not add to the 
difficulty of moving at. all, that of carrying his bed/* 

.. '. When ' I ^ pointed ■ out to him , in the' news-paper one' ., of Mr. 
Grattan*s animated, and glowing speeches, in favour .of,; the^ 
freedom of Ireland, in which this expression occurred (I know 
not if accurately taken) : “ We will persevere, till there . is not 
one link of the English chain left to clank upon the rags of 
the meanest beggar in Ireland f “ Nay, Sir, (said Johnson,) 
don't you perceive that one link cannot clank ? ” 

Mrs. Thrale has published,^ as Johnson’s, a kind of parody 
or counterpart of a fine poetical passage in one of Mr. Burke’s 
speeches on American Taxation. It is vigorously but some- 
what coarsely executed \ and l am inclined to suppose, is not 
quite correctly exhibited. I hope he did not use the words 
“ vik agents ” for the Americans in the House of Parliament ; 
and if he did so, in an extempore effusion, I wish the lady had 
not committed it to writing. 

Mr. Burke uniformly shewed Johnson the greatest respect ; 
and when Mr. Townshend, now Lord Sydney, at a period when 
he was conspicuous in opposition, threw out some reflection in 
parliament upon the grant of a pension to a man of such 
political principles as Johnson;, Mr. Burke, though then of 
the same party with Mr. Townshend, stood warmly forth in 
defence of his friend, to whom, he justly observed, the pension 
was granted solely on account of his eminent literary merit. ; I 
am well assured, that Mr. Townshend’s attack upon Johnson 
was the occasion of his “hitching in a rhyme;” for, that in the 
original copy of Goldsmith’s character of Mr. Burke, in his 
“Retaliation,” another person’s name stood in the couplet 
w'here Mr. To^mshend is now introduced : 

“Though fraught with all learnirig, kept straimng his throat, 

To persuade Tommy Townshend to lend him a vote. ^’ 

It may be worth remarking, among ^^rminutice of my 
collection, that Johnson was once drawn" to , serve in the 
militia, the Trained Bands of the City of London, and that 

i “Anecdotes,*' p. 43. 
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Mr. Rackstrow, of the Museum in ' : ..’Fleet-street, was his 
Colonel It may be believed he did not serve in person ; but 
the ■ idea, ; with all ' its ’ circumstances, is certainly laughable. He 
upon that ' occasion provided himself with a musket, and with 
a swwd ' and, belt, which I have seen hanging in his closet. . 

He. was very constant to those whom .he once employed,. if 
they, gave him no reason to be displeased. When somebody 
.talked,.o.f ..being imposed on in the purchase, of tea and sugar, 
and. 'such articles : “ That will not be the case, (said he,), if you 
go .to a siatelj sk&p, as I always do. In .such a shop it is not ■ 
.wo.rth, their : while to take a petty advantage.*’ 

An authour of most , anxious and restless vanity being 
mentioned, Sir, (said he,) , there is not a young sapling upon 
Parnassus more severely ■ blown about by every wind of criticism 
.than that poor fellow^’' 

The difference, he observed, between a well-bred and an ill- 
bred man is, this: “One immediately attracts your liking, , the 
other your aversion. You love the one till you find reason to 
hate him ; you hate the other till you find reason to love him.” 

, The wife of one of his acquaintance had fraudulently made a 
purse for herself out of her husband’s fortune. Feeling a 
proper compunction in her last moments, she confessed how 
much she had secreted ; but before she could tell where it was 
placed, she was seized wnth a convulsive fit and expired. Her 
husband said, he was more hurt by her want of confidence in 
him, than by the loss of his money. ‘‘ I told him, (said Johnson,) 
that he should console himself : for perhaps the money might 
hQ founds and he was sure that his wife was gone."' 

A foppish physician once reminded Johnson of his having 
been ill' company with him on a former occasion, “I do not 
remember it, Sir.” The physician still insisted ; adding that he 
that, day wore so fine a coat that it must have” attracted his 
.notice..' Sir,' (said Johnson,), had you been dipt in Pactolus, 
T. should not have noticed you.” ■ _ 

, He ' seemed to take a pleasure in speaking in his own style ; 
for when' he had carelessly missed it, ' he. would, repeat; the 
thought translated into it., .Talking of the Com,edy^of The 
Rehearsal,” he said, “ It has not ivit enough to keep it sweet,” 
This was easy ;--he therefore caught himself, and pronounced 
a more round sentence ; “ It has not vitality enough to preserve 
it from putrefaction,” ^ ^ 

He censured a writer of entertaining Travels, for assuming a 
feigned character, saying, (in. his, sense of the' word,) “He. 
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carries out one lye ; we know not how many he brings back/® 
At another time, talking of the same person, he obserYed, Sir, 
your.' assent to a, man whom you' have never '.known to falsify, 
..isv'a' debt but' after you have known a 'man to . falsify, ' your 
assent to him then is a favour/® 

Though he had no taste for painting, he admired much the 
manner in which Sir Joshua Reynolds treated of his art/ in his 
** Discourses to the Royal Academy/® He observed one day 
of a passage in them,' “ I' think' I might as well have said, -this 
myself:®® and once when Afr. Langton' was "sitting ■ by him, he 
read one of them very eagerly, and expressed himself thus : 

Very well, Alaster Reynolds; very well, indeed. . But it will 
not be understood/® 

When I observed to him that Painting was so far inferiour to 
Poetry, that the story or even emblem which it communicates 
must be previously known, and mentioned as a natural and 
laughable instance of this, that a little Aliss on seeing a picture 
of Justice with the scales, had exclaimed to me, “ See, there ®s 
a woman selling sweetmeats;®® he said, “Painting, Sir, can 
illustrate, but cannot inform/® 

No man was more ready to make an apology when he had 
censured unjustly, than Johnson. When a proof-sheet of one 
of his works was brought to him, he found fault with the mode 
in which a part of it was arranged, refused to read it, and in a 
passion desired that the compositor^ might be sent to him. 
The compositor was Air. Alanning, a decent sensible man, who 
had composed about one half of his “ Dictionary/® when in Air. 
Strahan®s printing-house ; and a great part of his “ Lives of the 
Poets,®® when in that of Mr. Nichols ; and who (in Ms seventy^ 
seventh year) when in Mr. Baldwin’s printing-house, composed 
a part of the first edition of this work concerning him. By 
producing the manuscript, he at once satisfied Dr. Johnson 
that he was not to blame. Upon which Johnson candidly and 
earnestly said to him, “ Mr, Compositor, I ask your pardon ; 
Air. Compositor, I ask your pardon, again and again.®® 

His generous humanity to the miserable was almost beyond 
example. The following instance is well attested : Coming 
home late one night, he found a poor woman lying in the street, 
so much exhausted that she could not walk ; he took her upon 
his back, and carried her to his house, where he discovered that 
she was one of those wretched females who had fallen into the 

1 Compositor in the Printing-house meansj the person who adjusts the types in the 
order b which they are to stand for printing j and arranges what is called the from 
which an impression is taken. 
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lowest state of ?ice, poverty, and disease. ; ■ Instead of harslily 
upbraiding her, he bad, her taken care of with-.-all- tenderness fo,r' 
a long time, : at a , considerable expence, till, she was restored 
to ^.health, and endeavoured to put her into a virtuous way of 
'.living.,^'/ 

He thought Mr. Caleb Whitefoord singularly happy in hitting 
.on the signature' of Paj>yrius Cursor^ to his ingenious 'and 
diverting cross, readings of the news-papers ;, it being real 
name of an ancient' Roman, and clearly expressive of the thing . 
done in this' lively conceit. 

He once in his life was known to have uttered what is called 
a ^«// : Sir Joshua Reynolds, when they were riding together 
in; Devonshire, complained that he had a very bad horse, for 
that even when going down hill he moved slowly step by step. 
‘‘ Ay (said Johnson,) and when up hill, he stands stilP^ 

He had a great aversion to gesticulating in company. He 
called once to a gentleman who offended him in that point, 
“ Don’t attitudenise^ And when another gentleman thought 
he was giving additional force to what he uttered, by expressive 
movements of his hands, Johnson fairly seized them, and held 
them down. ■ 

An authour of considerable eminence .having engrossed a 
good share of the conversation in the company of Johnson, and 
having said nothing but what was trifling and ■ insignificant ; 
Johnson when he was gone, observed to us, “ It is wonderful 
what a difference there sometimes is between a man’s powers 
of writing and of talking. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ writes with great spirit, 

but is a poor talker ; had he held his tongue, we might have 
supposed him to have been restrained by modesty ; but he has 
spoken a great deal to-day ; and you have heard what stuff it 


■K gentleman having said that a congk d^elire has not, perhaps, 
the force of a command, but may be considered only as a strong 
recommendation ; “ Sir, (replied Johnson, who overheard 

him,) it is such a recommendation, as if I should throw you 
out of a two pair of stairs window, and recommend to you to 
fail soft.” ^ ' 

Mr, Steevens, who passed many a social hour with him 
during their long acquaintance, which commenced when they 


1 The circumstance therefore alluded to in Mr. Courtenay’s “ Poetical Character ” of 
him is strictly true. My informer was Mrs. Desmoulins, who Uved many years in Dr, 
Johnson's house. 

2 This has been printed in other publications, “ fall to the p’ound.** But Johnson 
himself gave me the true expression which he had used as above ; meaning that the 
recommendation left as little ^oice in the one case ^s Ae other. 
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both lived in the Temple, has preserved a good number of 
particulars concerning him, most of which are to be found in 
the-- department ^ of Apophthegms, &c.. in: the / Collection.', of, 
Johnson^s ■ Works.’* But he ' has been pleased to' ,favour ,, me 
with the following, which are original : 

One evening, previous to the trial of Baretti, a consultation 
of -Ms friends -was held -at the house of Mr, Cox, ■ the solicitor, 
iii - '.-.Southampton-bmidings, Chancery-lane. ' Among , others, 
present were, - Mr, Burke -and .Dr.. Johnson, . who ,differed in 
sentiments concerning the tendency of some, part of the defence, 
the' prisoner ' was to make. W^hen the meeting vsras , over,; Mr. 
Steevens observed, that the question between him and his 
.friend had been agitated with ■ rather too much warmth. fit 
may be so, Sir, (replied the Doctor,) for Burke and I should 
have been of one opinion, if we had had no audience.”* 

“ Dr. Johnson once assumed a character in which perhaps 
even Mr. Boswell never saw him. His curiosity having ,. been 
excited by the praises bestowed on the celebrated Torre's fire- 
works at Marybone-Gardens, he desired Mr. Steevens to 
accompany him thither. The evening had proved showery ; 
and soon after the few people present were assembled, publick 
notice was given, that the conductors to the wheels, suns, stars, 
&c. were so thoroughly water-soaked, that it was impossible 
any part of the exhibition should be made. ‘ This is a mere 
excuse, (says the Doctor,) to save their crackers for a more 
profitable company. Let us both hold up our sticks, and threaten 
to break those coloured lamps that surround the Orchestra, and 
we shall soon have our wishes gratified. I'he core of the fire-works 
cannot be injured ; let the different pieces be touched in their 
respective centers ; and they will do their offices as well as ever.* 
— Some young men who overheard him, immediately began the 
violence he had recommended, and an attempt was speedily 
made to fire some of the wheels which appeared to have received 
the smallest damage; but to little purpose were they lighted, 
for most of them completely failed, — The authour of * The 
Rambler,’ however, may be considered on this occasion, as the 
ringleader of a successful riot, though not as a skilful pyro- 
technist.” 

It has been supposed that Dr. Johnson, so far as fashion 
was concerned, was careless of his appearance in publick. But 
this is not altogether true, as the following slight instance may 
show : — Goldsmith’s last Comedy was to be represented during 
I/'"' some court-mourning ; and Mr, Steevens appointed to call on 
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Dr. Johnson, and carry him to the tavern. ■where he was to dine 
with . others of the. Poet’s, ■ .friends. The^ Doctor was .re.ady." 

dressed, but in .coloured" cloaths ^; yet 'being told that he would 
find every ' one else in black, received the intelligence with a 
profusion of thanks, hastened' to change his attire, .all the while., 
repeating .his '.gratitude for the information that had saved him', 
from an appearance so improper in the front row' of a front, box. ■ 
.* l\would. not (added 'he,') 'for,' ten. pounds,. ■: have seemed ^ so. 
retrogTade to, any general obs.ervance.’^V . 

■ “ ,He, would .sometimes' found' his dislikes, -on very, slender., 
circumstances. 'Happening one day to mention Mr.. Flexman, 
a Dissenting' Minister, with some : compliment to his exact 
memory '.in chronological matters; the Doctor replied, ."'Let-me 
hear no more of him, Sir. . That is the fellow who made the 
Index to my Ramblers, and set down the name of Milton thus ,: 
Milton, J/r. John.’ ’’ 

Mr. Steevens adds this testimony : “ It is unfortunate, how- 
ever, for Johnson, that his particularities and frailties can be 
more distinctly traced than his good and amiable exertions. 
Could the many bounties he studiously concealed, the many 
acts of humanity he performed in private, be displayed with 
equal circumstantiality,, his de,fects would be so far lost in the 
,blaze of his virtues, that the latter only would be regarded.” 

Though from my very high admiration of Johnson, I have 
wondered that he ivas not courted by all the great and all the 
eminent persons of his time, it ought fairly to be considered, 
that no man of humble birth, w^ho lived entirely by literature, 
in short no authour by profession, ever rose in this country into 
that personal notice which he did. In the course of this work 
a numerous variety . of names has been mentioned, to which 
.many might be added. I cannot omit Lord and Lady Lucan, 
at w 4 ose house he often enjoyed all that an elegant table and 
the best company can contribute to happiness ; he found hos- 
pitality united with extraordinary accomplishments, and em- 
bellished with charms of which no man could be insensible. 

On Tuesday, June 22, I dined wdth him at The Literary 
Club, the last time of his being in that respectable society. 
The other members present were the Bishop of St. Asaph, 
Lord Eliot, Lord Palmerston, Dr. Fordyce, and Mr. Malone. 
He looked ill ; but had such a manly fortitude, that he did not 
trouble the company with melancholy complaints. They all 
shewed evident marks of kind concern about ' him,' with which 
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be was much pleased, and be exerted himself to be as enter- 
taining as his indisposition allowed him. 

The anxiety of his friends to preserve so estimable a life, as 
long as human means might be supposed to have influence, 
made them plan for him a retreat from the severity of a British 
winter,, to the mild climate of Italy. This scheme was .at. last 
'■..brought .tO"a serious resolution at General Paoli^s,' wherC' I .had 
■ often .talked of it. One .essential matter, however, I understood 
was necessary to be previously settled, which was obtaining 
..such an .addition to his income, as. would be sufficient to. enable" 
him,' .to., defray the expence in a manner becoming ..the. ■ first 
.literary character of a great nation,, and, independent . of .all 'his:. 
other, merits, the Authour of The. Dictionary of the English. 
Language. The person to whom I above all others thought I 
should apply to negociate this business, was the Lord Chan- 
cellor,^ because I knew that he highly valued Johnson, and 
that Johnson highly valued his Lordship; so that it was no 
degradation of my illustrious friend to solicit for him the favour 
of such a man. I have mentioned what Johnson said of him 
to me when he was at the bar ; and after his Lordship was 
advanced to the seals, he said of him, “ I would prepare myself 
for no man in England but Lord Thurlow. When I am to 
meet with him, I should wish to know a day before.” How he 
would have prepared himself, I cannot conjecture. Would he 
have selected certain topicks, and considered them in e%^ery 
view, so as to be in readiness to argue them at all points ? and 
what may we suppose those topicks to have been? I once 
started the curious enquiry to the great man who was the subject 
of this compliment : he smiled, but did not pursue it. 

I first consulted with Sir Joshua Reynolds, who perfectly 
coincided in opinion wdth me ; and I therefore, though person- 
ally very little known to his Lordship, wrote to him,^ stating the 
case, and requesting his good offices for Dr. Johnson, I men“ 
tioned that I was obliged to set out for Scotland early in the 
following week, so that if his Lordship should have any com- 
mands for me as to this pious negociation, he would be pleased 
to send them before that time ; otherwise Sir Joshua Reynolds 
would give all attention to it 

This application was made not only without any suggestion 

1 [Edward Lord Thurlow, who was devested of the great seal a second time, in 1703, 
and died Sept. la, t8o6j in the seventy-first year of his age. — JM.] 

S It is stmnge that Sir John Hawkins should have related that the application was 
made by Sir Joshua Reynolds, when could so easily have been informed of the truth by 
enquirihg-of Sir Joshua. Sir JohnVcarelessness to ascertain facts is very remarkable. 
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on the part of Johnson himself, but was utterly unknown to him, 

iwr oad he ^ the ^ smallest suspicion of it. Any insinuMionSi 
therefore, which since his death have been thrown out, as if he had 
stooped to ask what was superfluous, are without any foundation.' 
But, had,,, he, asked, it, it would not have been superfluous 5 'for 
though the^ money he had saved proved to be more than 
his ,lriends imagined, or I believe than he himself, in his care- 
lessness concerning worldly matters, knew it to be, had he 
travelled upon the Continent, an augmentation of his income 
. would, : by no means, , have' been unnecessary.- 
^ ,011 ednesday, June. 23, I visited him' in the morning, after - '■ 
having been present at the shocking sight of fifteen men 
executed before Newgate. I said to him, I was sure that human 
life was not machinery, that is to say, a chain of fatality planned 
and directed by the Supreme Being, as it had in it so much 
wickedness, and misery, so many instances of both, as that by. 
which my mind was nonr clouded. 

Were it machinery, it would be better than it is in these 
respects, though less noble, as not being a system of moral 
government 'He agreed with me now, as he alwa3?s did, upon '. 
the great question of the liberty of the human will, which has 
been in all ages perplexed with so much sophistry, ** But, Sir, 
as to the doctrine of Necessity, no man believes it. If a man 
should give me arguments that I do not see, though I could 
not answer them, should I believe that I do not see ? ” It will 
be obseiTed, that Johnson at ail times made the just distinction 
between doctrines contrary to reason, and doctrines above reason. 

Talking of the religious discipline proper for unhappy con- 
victs, he said, Sir, one of our regular clergy will probably not 
impress their minds sufficiently : they should be attended by a 
Methodist preacher ; ^ or a Popish priest. Let me however 
observe, in justice to the Reverend Mr. Vilette, who has been 
Ordinary of Newgate for no less than eighteen years, in the 
course of which he has attended many hundreds of wretched 
criminals, that his earnest and humane exhortations have been 
very eflectual His extraordinary diligence is highly praise- 
worthy, and merits a distinguished reward.® 

On Thursday, June 24, I dined with him at Mr. Billyh, 
where were the Rev. Mr. (now Dr.) Knox, master of Tunbridge 

^ A friend of mine happened to be passing by a c^ngreg'aii&n in the environs of 

London, when a Methodist preacher quoted this passage with triumph. 

21 trust that The City of London, now happily in unison with The Court, will 
nave the justice and generosity to obtain preferment tot this Reverend Gentleman, now a 

worthy Old servant of that magnificent Corporation. 
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school, Mr, Smith, Vicar of Southill, Dr. Beattie, Mr. Pinker- 
ton, anthour of various literary performances, and the Rev. Dr. 
Mayo. At my desire old Mr. Sheridan was invited, as I was 
earnest to have Johnson and him brought together again by 
chance, that a reconciliation might be effected. Mr, Sheridan 
happened to come early, and having learnt that Dr, Johnson 
was to be there, went away ; so I found, with sincere regret, that 
my friendly intentions were hopeless. I recollect nothing that 
passed this day, except Johnson’s quickness, who, when Dr, 
Beattie observed, as something remarkable which had happened 
to him, that he had chanced to see both No. i, and No. looo, 
of the haclmey-coaches, the first and the last ; Why, Sir, (said 
Johnson,) there is an equal chance for one’s seeing those two 
numbers as any other two.” He was clearly right; yet the 
seeing of the two extremes, each of which is in some degree 
more conspicuous than the rest, could not but strike one in 
a stronger manner than the sight of any other two numbers. — 
Though I have neglected to preserve his conversation, it was 
perhaps at this inteiwiew that Dr. Knox formed the notion of it 
which he has exhibited in his ‘‘Winter Evenings.” 

On Friday, June 25, I dined with him at General Paoii’s, ' 
where, he says in one of his letters to Mrs. Thrale, “I love to 
dine.” There was a variety of dishes much to his taste, of ail 
which he seemed to me to eat so much, that I was afraid he 
might be hurt by it ; and I w^hispered to the : General my fear, ' 
and begged he^ might not press him. “ Alas ! (said the General,) 
see how %'ery ill he looks ; he can live but’ a very short time. 
Would you refuse any slight gratifications to a man under sen- 
tence of death ? There is a humane custom in Italy, by which 
persons in that melancholy situation are indulged with having 
whatever they like best to eat and drink, even with expensive 
delicacies.” 

I shewed him some verses on Lichfield by Miss Seward, 
which I had that day received from her, and had the pleasure 
to hear him approve of them. He confirmed to me the truth 
of a high compliment which I had been told he had paid to 
that lady, when she mentioned to him “ The Colombiade,” an 
epick poem, by Madame du Boccage “Madam, there is not 
any thing equal to your description of the sea round the North 
Pole, in your Ode on the death of Captain Cook.” 

On Sunday, June 27 , 1 found him rather better. I mentioned 
to him a young man who was going to Jamaica with his wife 
and children, in expectation of being provided for by two of 
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her brothers^ settled in that island^ one a ; clergyman, and the 
other a, physiciaii, Johnson. It is a wild' scheme, Sir, .unless'^ 
he has a positive and deliberate' invitation. There was a poor 
girl, who used to come about .me, who had a cousin in- Barba- 
does, .that, ..10:2, letter, to her, expressed a wish she should come 
out .to that Island,. and expatiated on the comforts and happiness: 
of,, .her situation. , The poor girl ■ went out : her' cousin was m.ucb 
surprized, and asked her iio'w she could think of coming. ' 
kBecause, (said she,) you .invited Not I,.'- answered the ■ ' 

cousin. The letter was then produced. * I .see it is true, (said 
. she,) that J did invite you : but 1 did not. think you would 
come.’ ^ They lodged her in an outhouse, where she passed her 
time miserably ; and as. soon as' she had axi opportunity she 
.retuiiied to England. Always tell this, when .you hear of 
people going abroad to relations, upon a notion of being well 
received." In the case which you mention, it is probable the 
clergyman spends all he gets, and the physician does not know 
how .much he is to get A , ■ 

We this day dined at Sir Joshua ■ Reynolds’s, with General 
Paoli, Lord Eliot, (formerly Mr. Eliot, of Port Eliot,) Dr. 
Beattie, and some other company. Talking of Lord Chester- 
field; — ^Johnson. ‘‘His mamier was exquisitely elegant, and 
he had more knowledge than I expected.” Boswell. “ Did 
you find, Sir,^ his conversation to be of a superiour style ? ” 
Johnson. “:Sir, in the conversation- wrhich I had with him I 
had the best right to superiority, for it was upon philology and 
literature.” Lord Eliot, who had travelled at the same time 
with Mr. Stanhope, Lord Chesterfield’s natural son, justly 
observed, that it was strange that a man who shewed he had so 
much affection for bis son as Lord Chesterfield did, by writing 
so many long and anxious letters to him, almost all of them 
when he was Secretary of State, which certainly was a proof of 
great goodness of disposition, should endeavour to make his 
son a rascal. His Lordship told us, that Foote had intended 
to bring on the stage a father who had thus tutored his son, and 
to shew the son an honest man to every one else, but practising 
his father's maxims upon hini, and cheating him. Johnson. 
“I am much pleased with this design; but I think there was 
no occasion to make the son honest at all. No ; he should be a 
consummate rogue : the contrast between honesty and knavery 
would be the stronger. It should be contrived so that the 
father should be the only sufferer by the son’s villainy, and thus 
there would be.' poetical justice.” 
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He put Lord Eliot in mind of Dr. Walter Harte. I kiiow^ 
(said bej) Harte was your Lordship’s tutor, and he was also 
tutor to the Peterborough family. Pray, my Lord, do you 
recollect any particulars that he told you of Lord Peterfjorough ? 
He is a favourite of mine, and is not enough known; his 
character has been only ventilated in party pampiiiets.”. . Lord 
Eliot said, if Dr. Johnson would be so good as to ask him any 
questions, he would tell what he could recollect. Accordingly 
some things were mentioned. But, (said his Lordship,) the 
best account of Lord Peterborough that I have happened to 
meet with, is in * Captain Carleton’s Memoirs.’ Carletoii was 
descended of an ancestor who had distinguished himself at the 
siege of Derry. He was an officer ; and, what was rare at that 
time, had some knowledge of engineering.” Johnson said, he 
' had never heard of the book. Lord Eliot ' had it at Port.Eliot ; 
but, after a good deal of enquiry, procured a copy in London, 
and sent it to Johnson, who told Sir Joshua Reynolds that he 
was .going to bed when it. came, but. was so much .pleased" with 
it, that he sat up tin he had read it through, and found in it 
such an air of truth, that he could not doubt of its authenticity ; 
adding, with a smile, (in allusion to Lord Eliot’s having recently 
been raised to the peerage,) I did not think & young Zord could 
have mentioned to me a book in the English history that was 
not known to me.” 

An addition to our company came after we went up to the 
drawing-room; Dr. Johnson seemed to rise in spirits as his 
audience increased. He said, wished Lord Orford’s 

pictures, and Sir Ashton Lever’s Museum, might be purchased 
by the publick, because both the money, and the pictures, and 
the curiosities would remain in the country ; whereas if they 
were sold into another kingdom, the nation would indeed get 
some money, but would lose the pictures and curiosities, wdiich 
it would be desirable we should have, for improvement in taste 
and natural history. The only question was, as the nation was 
much in want of money, whether it w’-ouid not be better to take 
a large price from a foreign State ? ” 

He entered upon a curious discussion of the difference 
between intuition and sagacity ; one being immediate in its 
effect, the other requiring a circuitous process ; one he observed 
was the eye of the mind, the other the nose of the mind, 

A young gentleman present took up the argument against 
him and maintained that no man ever thinks of the nose of the 
mind^ not adverting' that though that igurative sense seems 



This letter gave me a very high satisfaction- ;; I next day went 
and^ shewed it to ^ Sir Joshua Reynolds, who. was exceedingly 
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grange to us, as very unusual, it is truly not more forced than 

Hamlet s ** In my mtm^s eye^ Horatio/^ He persisted much 
too long,, and appeared . to Johnson as. putting .himself forward 
as ms antagonist with too much presumption ; -upon which ' he 
called to liiai in a loud tone, “What is it you are contending' 
foi„if you /v contending,?”-— And afterwwds imagining that the- 
gentleman retorted upon him with a kind of' 'Smart drollery, he 
said,^^ Mr,.; it does -not. become you .to talk so to me. 
Besides, ridicule' is, not your talent; you. 'have there neither-' 
iiitaition nor^ sagacity.”— The gentleman, protested that he had 
mlendea noJmproper freedom,. but had the greatest respect for 
Dr. jonnson. .After a short pause, during which we were some- 
what uneasy.—JoHNSON. “ Give me your hand, Sir.- You were 
too tedious, a.nd I was too short.^' Mr.**"^**- “Sir, I am 
honoured by your attention in any way.”' Johnson. “Come, 
biiy letS' have no more of it. We offended one another by 
our. contention;' let us not offend the company by our 
compliments.” ■ 

He now said, “He ^wished much to go to .Italy, and that he 
dreaaed passing the winter in England.” I said nothing; but 
enjoyed a secret satisfaction in thinking that I had taken the 
most effectual measures to make such a scheme practicable. 

^ On Monday, June 28, I had the honour to receive from the ‘ 
Lord Chancellor the following letter ; 


“To James Boswell, Esq, 

■“.SIR, 

“I SHOULD have answered your letter immediately ; if, 
(being much engaged when I received it) I had not put it in 
my pocket, and forgot to open it till this morning, 

“I am much obliged to you for the suggestion ; and I will 
adopt and press it as far as I can. The best argument, I am 
sure, and I ^ hope it is not likely to fail,' is Dr. Johnson's 
merit— But it will be necessary, if I should be so unfortunate 
p to miss seeing you, to converse with Sir Joshua on the sum' 
it will be proper to ask,— in short, upon the means of setting 
him out It would be a reflection on us all, if such a '.man 
should perish for want of the means to take care of his health. 

“Your’s, &c. 

“Thurlow.” 
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pleased with it. He thought that I should now communicate 
the negociation to Dr. Johnson, who might afterwards complain 
if the attention with which he had been honoured, should be 
too long concealed from him. I intended to set out for Scot- 
land next mornings but Sir Joshua cordially insisted that I 
should stay another day, that Johnson and I might dine with 
him, that we three might talk of his Italian Tour, and, as Sir 
Joshua expressed himself, ‘^have it ail out/^ I hastened to 
Johnson, and was told by him that he was rather better to-day. 
Boswell. I am very anxious about you, Sir, and particularly 
that ■'■you' should go. to - Italy for the winter, which T believe is 
your own wish.'’ Johnson. *‘It is, Sir.” Boswell. - You 
-have no objections, I presume, but the money it would- require.” 
Johnson. “Why, no, Sir.” — Upon which ! gave him,' a par- ' 
ticular account of what had been done, and read to him' the 
Lord Chancellor's letter. — He listened with much attention : 
then warmly said, “This is taking prodigious pains about a 
man.” — “O, Sir, (said I, with most sincere afiectioii,) your 
friends would do everything for you.” He paused, — grew more 
and more agitated, — till tears started into his eyes, and he 
exclaimed with fervent emotion, “ God bless you all” I was 
so affected that I also shed tears. — After a short silence, he 
renewed and extended his grateful benediction, “God bless 
you all, for Jesus Christ's sake.” We both remained for 
some time unable to spealc. — He rose suddenly and quitted the 
room, quite melted in tenderness. He staid but a short time, 
till he had recovered his firmness ; soon after he returned I left 
him, ha\ung first engaged him to dine at Sir Joshua Reynolds's 
next day.— I never was , again under that roof which I "had so 
long reverenced. 

On Wednesday, June 30, the friendly confidential dinner': 
with Sir Joshua Reynolds took place, no other company being 
present. Had I known that this was the last time that I should 
enjoy in this world, the conversation of a friend whom I so 
much respected, and from whom 1 derived so much instruction 
and entertainment, I should have been deeply affected. Mien 
I now look back to it, I am vexed that a single word should 
have been forgotten. 

Both Sir Joshua and I were so sanguine in our expectations, 
that we expatiated with confidence on the liberal provision 
which we were sure would be made for him, conjecturing 
whether munificence would be displayed in one large donation, 
orin an ample increase of his pension. He himself catched 
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so much enthusiasm, as to allow himself to suppose it 
not inyos^Ie that our hopes might in one way or other be 
realised. He said that he would rather have his pension 
doubled than a grant of a thousand pounds^. *‘For, (smd he,) ' 
though probably I may not live ■ to receive as 'much as a 
thousand pounds, a man would .have the consciousness that 
le should pass , the remainder of ' his life in splendour, how Iona: 
soever It might be. Considering what a ■ moderate proportion 
an income of six hundred pounds a-year bears to' innumerable 
fortunes m this country, it is'.worthy of remark, that a. man so 

truly great should think it splendour,. 

. of extraordinary liberality of friendship, he 

tOid u% that Dr. Brockiesby had upon this occasion offered him 
a hundred a-year for his life. A grateful tear started into his 
eye,^ as he spoke this m a faultering tone. 

bir Joshua and I endeavoured to flatter his imagination with 
agreeable prospects of happiness in Italy. “Nay, (said he ) I 
must not expect much of that ; when a man goes to Italy 
hide breathes the air, he can enjoy very 

Our conversation turned upon living in the country, which 
Johnson, whose melancholy mind required the dissipation of 
quick successive variety, had habituated himself to consider as 
a land of mental imprisonment. “Yet, Sir, (said I,) there are 
many i^opie who are content to live in the country/' John- 
son. bii, it is in the intellectual world as in the physical 
worici: we are told by natural philosophers that a body is at 
pst in the place that is lit for it ; they who are content to live 
in the country, are // for the country." 

Talking of various enjoyments, I argued that a refinement 
of taste was a disadvantage, as they who have attained to it 
must^ be seldomer pleased than those who have no nice 
discrimination, and are therefore satisfied with every thing 
that comes in their way. Johnson. “Nay, Sir; that is a 
paltry notion. Endeavour to be as perfect as you can in 
every respect." 

I accompanied him in Sir Joshua Reynolds's coach, to the 
entry of Bolt-court He asked me whether I would not go 
with him to his house; I declined it, from an apprehension 
that my spirits vrould sink. We bade adieu to each other 
affectionately in the carriage. When he had got down upon 
the foot-pavement, he called out, “Fare you well;” and 
without looking back, sprung away with a kind of pathetick 
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briskness* if I may use that expression* which seemed to 
indicate a struggle to conceal uneasiness* ^ and impressed me 
with a foreboding of our long, jong separation. 

I remained one day more in town, to have the chance of 
talking over my^ negociation with the. Lord, Chancellor:, but 
the multiplicity of his Lordship's important engagements did 
not allow of it ; so I left the management of the business in 

the hands of Sir Joshua Re3molds. . • 

Soon after this time Dr. Jolmson had the inortification of 
.'being : informed by Mrs. Thrale,. that, what . slie ' Sii.ppo.se€i^,h.e, 
never believed/'^ was true ; namely, that she was actually going 
to marry Signor Piozzi, an Italian musick-master. He 
endeavoured' to- prevent -it j but , in ,vain. ,If .she ., would 
publish the whole of the correspondence that passed between 
Dr. Johnson and her on the subject, we should have a full 
.: view of his real sentiments. As it is, our, judgement^must ■ be 
biassed by that characteristick specimen which Sir John 
Hawkins has given us : “ Poor Thrale, I thought that either 
her virtue or her vice would have restrained her from such a 
marriage. She has now become a subject for her enemies to 
exult', over ; and for her friends, if she has any left, to forget or . , 
pity.'f^ 

It must be admitted that Johnson derived a considerable 
portion of happiness from the comforts and elegancies which 
he enjoyed in Mr. Thrale's family ; but Mrs. Thrale assures us 
he was indebted for these to her husband alone, who certainly j 
respected him sincerely. Her words are, Veneraimn for ku | 
%nrtm^ reverence for M$ iaknts^ delight in Ms conversation^^ and ,v,| 
habitual endurance of a yoke my husband hrst put upon me, i 
and of which he contentedly bore his share for sixteen or seventeen 
ysars^ made me go on so long with Mr. Johnson; but the 
petual cofifaiement I will own to have been terrifying in the first ^ 
years ofi our firtendship^ irksome in the last; nor could I 
pretend to support it without helfo when my coadjutor was no 
moreJ^^ Alas! how different is this from the declarations i 
which I have heard Mrs. Thrale malce in his life-time, without 
a single murmur against any peculiarities, or against any one 
circumstance which attended their intimacy. 

As a sincere friend of the great man whose Life I am writing, 

I think it necessary to guard my readers against the mistaken 
notion of Dr. Johnson's character, which this lad/s ** Anec- ; 

1 ** Letters to Mrs.- Thrak/* Vol IL p. 375. I 

2 Dr. Johnson’s Letter to Sir John Hawkins, “ Life,’ p. 

8 Anecdotes,*' *93, ! 
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dotes ” of him suggest ; for from the very nature and form of 
her book, “ it lends deception lighter wings to fly." 

Let it be remembered, (says an eminent critick,^) that she 
has comprised in a small volume all that she could recollect of 
Dr. Johnson m twenty years, during which period, doubtless, 
some severe things were said by him : and they who read the 
book in two hours, naturally enough suppose that his whole 
conversation was of this complexion. But the fact is, I have 
been often in his company, and never once hoaxd him say a 
severe thing to any one; and many others can attest the same. 

Wtien he did say a_ severe thing, it was generally extorted 
by Ignorance pietending to knowledge, or by extreme vanity or 
affectation. 

“Two instances of inaccuracy, (adds he,) are peculiarly 
worthy of notice: 

It is said," ^ 1 not nuiurol roughness of his titutifier so often 
MeTiUoned, wouid, Tiotwiilistctfiding the regularity of his notions, 
burst through them all from time to time j and he owe bade a 
very celebrated lady, who f raised him with too much zeal per- 
haps, or perhaps too strong an emphasis, {which always of ended 
himj) consider what her fiaUery was worth, before she choaked 
liim with itl 

“ Now let the genuine anecdote be contrasted with this.— 

The person thus represented as being harshly treated, though 
a very celebrated lady, was then just come to London from an 
obscure situation in the country. At Sir Joshua Reynolds's one 
evening, she met Dr. Johnson. She very soon began to pay 
her court to him in the most fulsome strain. ‘ Spare me, I 
beseech you, dear Madam,’ was his reply. She still laid it on. 

‘Pray, Madam, let us have no more Of this;’ he rejoined. 

Not paying any attention to these warnings, she continued 
still her eulogy. At length, provoked by this indelicate and 
vain obtrusion of compliment, he exclaimed, ‘Dearest lady, 
consider with yourself what your flattery is worth, before you 
bestow it so freely.’ 

_ “ How different does this story appear, when accompanied 
with all these circumstances which really belong to it, but 
which Mrs. Thrale either did not know, or has suppressed. 

“ She says, in another place,^ ^One gentleman, however, who 'I 

dined at a nobleman’s house in his company, and that of Mr. 'I 

Thrale, to whom 1 was obliged for the anecdote, was willing to | 

Who has been pleased to furnish me mth his remarks, 

Anecdotes/* p 8 Ibid, p. 242. 




enter the lists in defence of King William's character ; and 
having opposed and contradicted Johnson two or three times, 
petulantly enough, the master of the house began to fed uneasy, 
and expect disagreeable consequences; to avoid which he said, 
loud e^?h for the Dodor to hear,— Our friend here has no 
meaning now in all this, except just to relate at club to-morrow 
how he teazed Johnson at dinner to-day ; this is alltoao 
himself honour.— iVi?, upon my word, {replied the otMr,) l 
see no honour in it, whatever you may do.— M'di, i>ir, 
{returned Mr. Johnson, sternly P, if you do not see tne honour, 

I am sure I the disgrace! ^ ^ 

“This is all sophisticated. Mr. Thrale was m the 
company, though he might have related the story to Mrs. 
Thrale. A friend, from whom I had the story, was present ; 
and it was not at the house of a nobleman. On the obseiwation 
being made by the master of the house on a gentlemp’s 
contradicting Johnson, that he had talked tor the honour, &c., 
the gentleman muttered in a low voice, ‘ I see no honour in 
it;’ and Dr. Johnson said nothing: so all the rest, (though 

Men trouvie) is mere garnish.” 

I have had occasion several times, in the course ot tnis 
work, to point out the incorrectness of Mrs. Thrale, as to 
particulars which consisted with my own knowleoge. but 
mdeed she has, in flippant terms enough, expressed her 
disapprobation of that anxious desire of authenticity which 
prompts a person who is to record conversations to wnte them 
down at the moment?- Unquestionablyj if they are to be 
recorded at all, the sooner it is done the better. Ihis 
lady herself says,^ recollect, however, and to repeat the 

sayims of Dr. Johnson, is almost all that can he done fy the 
writers of his Life; as his life, at least since my acqumntame 
with him, consisted tn little else than talking, when he was 
not employed in some serious piece of imrk?' She boasts of 
her having kept a common-place book; and we find she 
noted, at one time or other, in a very lively manner, specimens 
of the conversation of Dr. Johnson, and of those who talked 
with him; but had she done it recently, they probably would 
have been less erroneous ; and we should have been relieved 
from those disagreeable doubts of their authenticity, with 
which we must now peruse them. 

She says of him, ^ He was the most charitable of mortals, 
without being what we call an active friend. Admirable at 
I Anecdotes,’* p. 44- ' ® ®3‘ ® P* 
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giving counsel ; no man saw kis way so clearly; but he would 
not stir & ^or the assistance of those to whom he was 
willing enough to give advice." And again on the same page, 
“ Jf you wanted a slight favour, you must apply to people 
of other _ dispositions; for not a step would Johnson move 
to obtain a man a vote in a society, to repay a compli- 
ment which might be useful or pleasing, to write a letter 
of request, etc. or to obtain a hundred pounds a year more for a 
friend who perhaps had already two or three. No force could 
urge him to diligence, no importunity could conquer his resolution 
't& stand 

: , . It is amazing that one who had such opportunities' of know- 
ing Dr. Johnson, should appear so little acquainted with his 
real character. _ I am sorry this lady does not advert, that she 
herself contradicts the assertion of his being obstinately defec- 
tive in the pctiics ihotciihs.^ in the little endearing charities 
of social life, in conferring smaller favours ; for she ^ys,^ “ Dr, 
Johnson was^ liberal enough in granting literary assistance to 
Mhers, I think; and .Jnnmnerable- are the prefaces, Sermons, 
Jieccures, and JDedications "wtiich he used to make for people *wh>o 
begged of himP I am certain that a more active friend has 
rarely been fomid in any age. This work, which I fondly hope 
will rescue^ his memory from obloquy, contains a thousand 
instances of his benevolent exertions in almost every way that 
can be conceived ; and particularly in employing his pen with 
a generous readiness for those to whom its aid could be useful 
Indeed his obliging activity in doing little ofSces of kindness, 
both by letters and personal application, was one of the most 
remarkable features in his character - and for the truth of this 
I can appeal to a number of his respectable friends: Sir 
Joshua Reynolds, Mr. Laiigton, Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Burke, 
Mr. ^ Windham, Mr. Malone, the Bishop, of Dromore,' Sir' 
William Scott, Sir Robert Chambers.-— And can Mrs. Thrale 
forget the advertisements which he wrote for her husband at 
the time of his election contest ; the epitaphs on him and her 
mother ; the playful and even trifling verses, for the amusement 
of her and her daughters ; his corresponding with her children, 
and entering into their minute concerns, which shews him in 
the most amiable light? 

She relates,^ that Mr. Ch — Im — ley unexpectedly rode up to 
Mr. Thrale's carriage, in which Mr. Thrale and she, and Dr. 
Johnson were travelling ; that he paid them all Ins proper 


1 ** Aaecdotes/* p. 193, ■ ® Ibid, p. asS, 




ftkgance 


Mrs, Thrate,** Vol. II. p* la. 
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compliments, but observing that Dr. Johnson, who was reading, 
did not see him, “to// him gently on the shoulder. ''Tis Mr. 

Ch im — ley says my husband. ‘ Well, Sir — and what if it 

is Mr. Ch— Im— ley;’ says the other, sternly, just lifting Ms 
^es a moment from his book, and returning to it again with 
renewed avidity.” This surely conveys a notion of Johnson, as 
if he had been grossly rude to Mr. Cholmondeley,^a gentleman 
whom he always loved and esteemed. If, therefore, there was 
an absolute necessity for mentioning the story at all, it might 
have been thought that her tenderness for Dr. Johnson’s 
character would have disposed her to state any thing that could 
soften it. Why then is there a total silence as to what Mr. 
Cholmondeley told her? — that Johnson, who had known him 
from his earliest years, having been made sensible of what 
had doubtless a strange appearance, took occasion, when he 
afterwards met him, to make a very courteous and kind 
apology. There is another little circumstance which I cannot 
but remark. Her book was published in 1785 , she had then 
in her possession a letter from Dr. Johnson, dated in 1777;“ 
which begins thus; “ Gholmondeley’s story shocks me, if it 
be true, which I can hardly think, for I am utterly uncomscious 
of it : I am very sorry, and very much ashamed.” Why then 
publish the anecdote ? Or if she did, way not add the 
circumstances, with w'hich she %vas well acquainted! 

In his social mtercourse she thus describes him:® ^'■Ever 
musing till he was called out to converse, and conversing till the 
fatigue of his friends, or the promptitude of Ms own^ temper^ to 
take offence, consigned Mm back again to silent meditation.” Yet, 
in the same book,* she tells us, “JS was, however, seldom 
inclined to be silent, when any moral or literary question was 
started ; and it was on such occasions that, like the Sage in 
‘ Rasselas,’ he spoke, and attention watched his lips ; he reasoned, 
and conviction closed his periodsP—ES.^ conversation, indeed, 
was so far from ever fatiguing his friends, that they regretted 
when it w'as interrupted or ceased, and could exclaim m 
Milton’s language, 

“With thee conversing, I forgot ail time.” 

I certainly, then, do not claim too much in behalf of my 


1 Georee Tames Cholmondeley, Esq. grandson of George, third Earl ofChoImondeley 
ami one of ‘the Commissioners of Excise : a gentleman respecteu for his abthties, and 
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illustrious friend in saying, that however smart and entertaining 
Mp. 1 hraie s Anecdotes ” are, they must not be held as good 
.evidence,, againfst himj, for wherever an instance of harshness - 
and severity .is told, I .beg leave to doubt its perfect authenticity 9 
for though there ' may have been foundation for' it, yet,, like 
that of his reproof to the ‘‘ very celebrated lady,” it may be so 
exhi.bited in the narration „as to be very unlike the real fact" ■■ ■: 

, ,, , Ihe , evident ,te.i:idency of .the following anecdote^- is to^ 
represent Dr. Johnson as extremely deficient in affection, 
tenderness, or even common civility. JVhen / om day 
kmeuted the im of a first cousin killed 2>z America,— ‘ PnVto, 
py dectr^ {sazd nave done with canting; how would the 
■world be the worse for it^ / may ask, if all yotir relations were 
at once sptifed like ia?‘ks, azid roasted for Prestons supper I — 
Presto was^ ihe dog that lay under the table while %ve talkedP—i 
suspect this too of exaggeration and distortion. I allow that 
he made her an angry speech; but let the circumstances 
fairly appear, as told by Mr. Baretti, who was present: 

**Mrs. 'iHirale, while supping very heartily upon larks, laid 
down her itriife and fork, and abruptly exclaimed, * O, my dear 
Johnson, do you know what has happened ? The last letters 
from abroad have brought us an account that our poor cousin^s 
head w^as taken off by a cannon-ball.*' Johnson, who was 
shocked^ both at the fact, and her light unfeeling manner of 
mentioning it, replied, ^ Madam, it would give you very little 
concern if all your relations were spitted like those larks, and 

, drest for Presto’s. supper.’ ” 2 

It is with concerii that I find myself obliged to animadvert 
on the inaccuracies of Mrs. Piozzi’s “ Anecdotes,” and perhaps 
I may be thought to have dwelt too long upon her little 
collection,. But as from Johnson’s long residence under Mr. 
Thrale’s roof, and his intimacy with her, the account which she 
lias given of inm may have made an unfavourable and unjust 
impression, my duty, as a ffiithful biographer, has obliged me 
reluctantly 10 perform this unpleasing task. 

^ Upon mentioning this to my friend Mr. Wilkes, he, with his usual readiness, 
pleasmuly matched it with the followiiig stniimental anecdote. He was invited by a 
young man of fashion at Paris, to sup with him and a lady, who had been for some tim^ 
his niiistresK. but with whom he was goirijp: to part. He said to Mr. Wilkes that he reallv’ 
feit very much for her, she was in such distress ; and that he meant to make her a present 
of two hundred ioui_s-d*crs. Mr. W'ilkes observed the behaviour of Mademoiselle, who 
sighed indeed very piteously, and assumed every pathetick air of grief ; but cat no ies.s 
than three French pigeons, which are as large as English partridges, besides other 
things. Mr. Wilkes whispered the gentleman, “ We often say in England, Excessive 
is exceeding but I never heard Excessive sor^'inv is exceeding ktmgry, 
Pertjapi; ane hundred will do.” The gentleman took the hint. 
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Haviag left the pious negodathn^ as I called it, in the best 
hands, I shall here insert what relates to it. Johnson wrote to 
Sir Joshua Reynolds on July 6, as follows ; ** I am going, I 
hope, in a few days, to try the air of Derbyshire, but hope to 
see you before I go. Let me, however, mention to you what 
I have much at heart — If the Chancellor should continue his 
attention to Mr. BoswelFs request, and confer ivith you on the 
means of relieving my languid state, I am very desirous to 
avoid the appearance of asking money upon false pretences. 
I desire you to represent to his Lordship, what, as soon as it. is 
suggested, he will perceive to be reasonable, — That, if I grow 
much worse, I shall be afraid to leave my physicians, to suffer 
the inconveniences of travel, and pine in the solitude of a 
' foreign country ; — That, if I grow. much better, .of which indeed 
there is now little appearance, I shall not wish to leave my 
:ffiends and mydomestick comforts; for I do .not travel' for 
pleasure or curiosity ;■ yet if I should recover, curiosity would 
revive. — In my present state, I am desirous to make a struggle 
Tor: a. little longer life, and hope to. obtain some help from a.' 
softer climate. . .Do for me what you can.^^ He wrote to me 
July 26 :■ I wish your affairs could have permitted ,a longer 
'■and continued exertion of your zeal and kindness. They tli.at 
^:"have your kindness may. want your ardour. In the mean ti'me 
I am very feeble, and very dejected.^’ 

By U' letter from. Sir Joshua Reynolds I was mformed, that 
the Lord Chancellor had called on him, and acquainted him 
that., the application had not been successful ; but that hhi' 
Lordship, after speaking highly in praise of Johnson, as a man 
who was an honour to his country, desired Sir Joshua to let 
him know, that on granting a mortgage of his pension, he 
should draw on his Lordship to the amount of five or six 
hundred pounds ; and that his Lordship explained the meaning 
of the mortgage to be, that he wished the business to be 
conducted in such a manner, that Dr. Johnson should appear 
to be under the least possible obligation. Sir Joshua men- 
tioned, that he had by the same post communicated all this to 
Dr. Johnson. 

How Johnson was affected upon the occasion will appear 
from what he wrote to Sir Joshua Reynolds : 

Ashbourne, Sept. 9. “ Many words I hope are not 

necessary between you and me, to convince you what gratitude 
is excited in my heart by the Chancellor's liberality, and your 
kind offices. ***■»■•»** 
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«« I have enclosed a letter to the Chanceilorj which, when 
you have read it, you will be pleased to seal with a head, or 
any other general seal, and convey it to him : had I sent it 
directly to him, I should have seemed to overlook the favour of 

.'your ■mtervention.’' 

THE Lord High Chancellor.^ 

LORD, . 

AffTER a long and not inattentive observation of man- 
kind, the generosity of your Lordship’s offer raises in me not 
less wonder than gratitude. Bounty, so liberally bestowed, I 
■ should: gladly receive, if my ■ condition, made it necessary ;■ for, 
to such . a: mind, who. would not .be proud to own his obliga- . 

' tioiis ? ' But it ' has pleased God to restore me - to so ' great a . 
measure of health, that if I should now appropriate so muchnf-. 
a fortune destined .to do good, I could not escape from. myself 

- the charge of. ad.vanci..ng ■ a false claim. My journey to the 
continent, though I once- thought it necessary, was never much. ' 

- encouraged by my physicians; and I \vas very desirous, that:., 
your Lordship should be told of it by Sir Joshua Reynolds,- as- ■ 
an event very uncertain ; for if I grew much better, I should 
not be willing, if much worse, not able, to migrate. — Your 
Lordship waslirst solicited without my knowledge ; but, when 
I was told that you were pleased to honour me with your 
patronage, I did not expect to hear of a refusalyjet,: as I have 
had no long time to brood hope, and have not rioted in 
imaginary opulence, this cold reception has - been scarce a 
disappointment ; and, from your Lordship’s kindness, I have 
received a benefit, %vhich only men like you are able to bestowL 
I shall not live mihi earior, mlh a higher opinion of my own 
'merit -' 

‘‘ I am, my Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most obliged, 

Most grateful, and 

^‘Most humble servant, 

“Sam. Johnson,” 

** September, 17S4.’' 

Upon this unexpected failure I abstain from presuming to 
make any remarks, or to offer any conjectures, 

1 Sir Toshua Remolds, on account of the excellence both of the sentiment and 
expression of this letter, took a copy of it, which be shewed to some of his fnends; one 
of whom, who admired k, being allowed to peruse it^eisurely at home, a copy made, 
and found its wav Into the news-papers and magazmes. It was transcribed with some 
ilSccuracies. I print it from the original draft in Johnson s own hand-writing. 
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Havingj after repeated reasonings, brought Dr. Johnson to 
agree to my removing to London, and even to furnish me with 
arguments in favour of what he had opposed ; I wrote to him 
requesting he would write them for me ; he was so good as to 
comply, and I shall extract that part of his letter to me of June 
II, as a proof how well he could exhibit a cautious yet 
...encouraging %dew of it 

I remember, and intreat you to remember, that pIriMs 
viiium fugere ; the first approach to riches is security from 
poverty. The condition upon which you have ray consent to 
settle : in 'London . is, ■ that your expence, .never' exceeds .your' 
annual income. Fixing this basis of securit}?, you cannot be 
hurt, and you may be very much advanced. The loss of your 
Scottish business, which is all that you can lose, is not to be 
reckoned as any equivalent to the hopes and possibilities that 
open here upon you. If you succeed, tlie question of prudence 
is at an end : every body will think that done right which ends 
happily ; and though your expectations, of which I would not 
advise you to talk too much, should not be totally answered, 
you can hardly fail to get friends who will do for you all that 
your present situation aliow^s you to hope ; and if, after a few 
years, you should return to Scotland, you will return with a 
mind supplied by various conversation, and many opportunities 
of e^qui^}^ with much knowledge, and materials for reflection 
and instruction.” 

Let us now contemplate Johnson thirty years after the death 
of his wife, still retaining for her all the tenderness of affection. 

To THE Reverend Mr. Bagskaw, at Bromley.^ 
sm, 

“Perhaps you may remember, that in the year 1753, you 
committed to the ground my dear wife, I now entreat your 
permission to lay a stone upon her ; and have sent ' the 
inscription, that, if you And it proper, you may signify your 
allowance, 

“ You will do me a great favour by showing the place where 
she lies, that the stone may protect her remains. 

“Mr. Ryland will wait on you for the inscription/^ and 
procure it to be engraved. You will easily believe that I 
shrink from this^ mournful office. When it is done, if I have 
strength remaining, I will visit Bromley once again, and pay 

I See vol. i p. 485. * Printed » feis Works. 
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yon part of the respect to which you have a right from, 
Reverend Sir, 

Your most humble servant, 

“Sam. Johnson.'" 

July I2y 1784. 


, On the same day he wrote to Mr. Langton : “I ■ cannot "but 
think that in my languid and anxious state, I have some reason'. 
tG ':Complain , that I receive from you neither '.enquiry', nor. 
consolation. You know how much I value your friendship, 
and. with what, confidence I expect' your kindness, if I wanted 
.any act of tenderness that you '.could perform ; at least, 'if -.you. 
.'.do.not .know it, I think your ignorance is your own fault. ..' Yet 
how long is it that I have lived almost in your, neighbourhood 
without the least notice.— I do not, however, consider this 
neglect as particularly sho\m to me ; I hear two of your most 
valupcble friends make the same complaint. But why are all 
thus overlooked ? You are not oppressed by sickness, you are 
not distracted by business ; if you are sick, you are sick of 
leisure : — And allow yourself to be told, that no disease is 
more to be dreaded or avoided. Rather to do nothing than 
to do good, is the lowest state of a degraded mind. Boileau 
says to his pupil, 


‘ Qm les vers m soisnt pas vUn eientel etnploi^ 
CuUivez VOS amis,* 


That voluntary debility, which modern language is content tc* 
term indolence, will, if it is not counteracted by resolution,, 
render in time the strongest faculties lifeless, and turn the 
flame to the smoke of virtue. — I do not expect nor desire to^ 
see you, because I am much pleased to find that your mother 
stays so long with you, and I should think you neither elegant 
nor grateful, if you did not study her gratification. You will 
pay my respects to both the ladies, and to all the young 
people.— I am going Northward for a while, to try what help 
the country can give me ; but, if you will write, the letter will 
" 'Come' 'after ' ni'e.'' ■ . 

Next day he set out on a jaunt to Staffordshire and 
Derbyshire, flattering himself that he might be. in some degree- 

relieved. 

During his absence from London he kept up a correspond- 
ence with se%^erai of his friends, from which I shall select what 
appears to me proper for publication, without attending nicely 
to chronological order. 
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To Dr. Brocklesby, he writes, Ashbourne, July 20, “The 
kind attention which you have so long shewn to my health and 
happiness, makes it as much a debt of gratitude as a call of 
interest, to give you an account of what befalls me, w'hen 
. accident ■ recovers ^ : me" -from your immediate, care.— The 
Journey of the first day was performed with very little sense of 
fatigue ; the second day brought me to Lichfield, without 
much lassitude ; but I am afraid that I could not have borne 
such violent agitation for many days together. Tell J3r. 
Heberden, that in the coach I read ‘ Ciceronianus/ which I 
concluded' as I ente.red Lichfield. , M,y affection and .under-'. 

. s.tandmg went .along with Erasmus, except that once or twice 
lie somewhat unskilfully entangles Cicero’s .civil or .moral, .with.: 
" his rhetorical character.- — I .staid five days at Lichfield, but, 
being ■ unable to walk, had no gi’eat pleasure,^ and yesterday 
"(igth)' ! came hither, where I am to try what air and attention', 
can perform. — Of any improvement in my health I, cannot yet 
: please myself with the .perception, The asthma has 
.00 abatement. Opiates stop the fit, so as that I can sit and 
sometimes lie easy, but they do not now procure me the power 
of motion; and I am afraid that my general strength. ^of body 
.does not.' encrease. The weather indeed is not benign..; but 
how low is he sunk whose strength depends upon the weather ! 
— I am now looking into Eloyer, who lived with liis asthma to 
almost his ninetieth year. His book by want of order is 
obscure ; and his asthma, I think, not of the same kind with 
mine. Something however I may perhaps learn.— My appetite 
still continues keen enough ; and what I consider as a symptom 
^of ^radical health, I- have a voracious delight in raw summer 
fruit, of which I was less eager a feiv years ago. — You will be 
pleased to. communicate this -account to Dr. Heberden, and if 
any thing is to be done, let me have your joint opinion.— Now 
— ahiie cum; — let me enquire after the Club.’’ - 

July 31. “Not recollecting that Dr. Heberden might be at 
Windsor, I thought your letter long in coming. But, you 
know, nodtura petuniur^ the letter which I so much desired, 
tells me that I have lost one of my best and teiiderest friends.^ 
My comfort is, that he appeared to live like a man that had 
always before his eyes the fragility of our present existence, 
and was therefore, I hope, not unprepared to meet his judge. 

3 [This is probably m errour either of the transcript or the press, if iPwrcwo* seems to 
be the word intended. — M.J 

® At the Essex Head, Essex-street. ® Mr. Allen, the printer* 
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—Your attention, dear Sir, and that of 'Dr. Heberden, to my 
health, is extremely kind. I am loth to think that I grow 
worse ; and cannot fairly prove even- to - my own partiality, that 
I'grow' much better. . , . * 

August; 5. , “I return yon thanks, dear Sir, for yonr un- 
wearied attention, , both medicinal ■ and friendly, and hope to 
prove the effect of yonr care by living to 'acknowledge it” - ■ . 

August 12., ‘’' Pray be so- kind -as, to have - me in- - your 
thoughts, '.and mention my case to others as you have oppor- 
tmiity. " " seem,, to myself neither to gain nor lose strength, I - 
have lately-tried milk, but have yet found no . advantage, and 
am afraid . of it merely as a liquid. My appetite is .still good, , 
which I . know is dear Dr. Heberden^s criterion of the ms vitm, 
—As w-e cannot now see each other, do not omit to write, for 
you cannot think with -what ■ warmth of expectation I reckon' 
the hours- of a post-day.” 

August 14. I .have hitherto sent you only melancholy 
letters, you will be glad to hear some better account. Yester- 
day the asthma remitted, perceptibly - remitted, and I moved 
with more ease than I have enjoyed for 'many weeks. May 
God continue his mercy. — This account I would not delay, 
because I am not a lover of complaints, or complainers, and 
yet I have since we parted, uttered nothing till now but 
terrour - and sorrow. Write to me, dear Sir.”- 

August 16. “Better I hope, and better. My respiration 
gets more and more ease and liberty. I went to church 
yesterday, after a very liberal dinner, without any incon- 
venience; it is indeed no long walk, but I never walked it 
without difheuity, since I came, before. the intention 

was only to overpov/er the seeming vis imrtim of the pectoral 
and pulmonary muscles. — I am favoured with a degree of ease 
that very much delights me, and do not despair of another race 
upon the stairs of the Academy. — If I were, however, of a 
humour to see, or to show the state of my body, on the dark 
side, I might say, 

^ Quid te exdmpta juvat spinis de pluribus una ? ’ 

The nights are still sleepless, and the water rises, though it 
does not rise very fast. Let us, however, rejoice in all the 
good that we have. The remission of one disease will enable 
nature to combat the rest. — The squills I have not neglected ; 
for I have taken more than a hundred drops a day, and one day 
took two hundred and fifty, which, according to the popular 
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equivalent of‘ a drop to a grain, is more than half an ounce.-—' 
I thank yon, dear Sir, for your attention in ordering the 
medicines ; your attention to me has never failed. If the virtue 
of medicines could be enforced by the benevolence of the 
prescriber, how soon should I be well’* 

August xg. “The relaxation of the asthma still continues, 
yet I do not trust it wholly to itself, but soothe it now and 
then with an opiate. I not only perform the perpetual act of 
respiration with less labour, but I can walk with fewer 
intervals., of rest, and with greater freedom of motion, — I never 
thought well of Dr. James’s compounded medicines ; his 
ingredients appear to me sometimes, inefficacious and trifling, 
and sometimes heterogeneous and destructive of each other. 
This prescription exhibits a composition of about three 
hundred and , thirty grains, in which there are four grains , of 
.emetick tartar, and six drops [of] thebaick tincture. He that 
.writes .thus surely writes for show. The basis of his medicine 
is the gu.m ammoniacum, which dear Dr. Lawrence used to 
give, but of, which I never saw any effect. We -will, :if you 
please, let this medicine alone. The' squills have every 
■suffrage, . and in the squills we will rest for ,the.p.resent’’''' - 
August 21. “The kindness which you shorn’' by having me 
in your thoughts upon all occasions, will, T' ' hope,. always till 
my heart with gratitude. Be pleased to • return my thanks to 
Sir George Ba.ker, for. the consideration w'hich, he''.has bestowed 
upon me. — Is this the Balloon that has been so long expected^' 
this balloon to which I s.ubscribed, but without payment? It 
is pity that philosophers, have been disappointed, and shame 
that they have been cheated ; but I know not well how to 
prevent either.,' ; Of 'this- 'experiment I have read noth.mg ; 
where was it exhibited ? 'and 'Who was the man that ran away 
with so much.money?— Continue, dear Sir, to write often and 
....more at ,a. time ; .for none, of your prescriptions, operate, to^' theii*' 
proper uses more certainly than your letters operate as cordials,” 
August 26. “I suffered you to escape last post without a 
letter, but you are not to expect such indulgence very often ; 
for I write not so much because I have any thing to say, as 
because I hope for an answer; and the vacancy of my life here 
makes a letter of great value. — I have here little company, anci 
little amusement, and thus abandoned to the contemplation of my 
own miseries, I am something gloomy and depressed ; this too 
I resist as I can, and And opium, I think, use'ful;'' but I'' seiciom^ 
take more than one grain. — Is not this strange weather ? Winter 
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.absorbed the spring, and now autnmn is come before we have 
had summer. But let not our kindness for each other imitate 
the inconstancy of the seasons.*' 

Sept. 2. Mr. Windham has been here to see me ; he came, 

I think, forty miles out of his way, and staid about a day and a 
'half, perhaps I make the time shorter than it was. Such con- 
versation: I shall not have again till I come back to the - regions 
of literature; and there Windham is, inter Stellas'^ Luna minoresJ^ 
He then mentions the effects of certain medicines, as taken ; 
,-that.. '^* Nature : is. recovering its original powers, and the functions. 

. returning to their proper state. . God continue his mercies, and 
:gTant me to use them rightly.** . , . ■ 

Sept. 9. ‘‘ Do you' know the Duke and Duchess of Devon- 

shire ? And have you ever seen Chatsworth ? I was at Chats- 
worth on Monday : I had seen it before, but never when its 
owners were at home ; I was very kindly received, and honestly 
pressed to stay ; but I told them that a sick man is not a fit 
inmate of a great house. But I hope to go again some time.** 
Sept II. “I think nothing grows worse, but all rather 
better, except sleep, and that of late has been at its old pranks. 
Last evening I felt what I had not known for a long time, an 
inclination to walk for amusement; I took a short walk, and 
came back again neither breathless nor fatigued. — This has been 
a gloomy, frigid, ungeniai summer ; but of late it seems to mend i 
I hear the heat sometimes mentioned, but I do not feel it ; 

* PrcEtcrea minimus gelido jam in co^'pore sanguis 

Febrs caht sdd *'—. — . 

I hope, however, with good help, to find means of supporting a 
winter at home, and to hear and tell at the Club what is doing, 
and what ought to be doing in the world. I have no company 
here, and shall naturally come home hungry’ for conversation. — 
To wash you, dear Sir, more leisure, would not be kind ; but 
what leisure you have, you must bestow upon me. 

Sept. 16. “I have now’ let you alone for a long time, having 
indeed little to say. You charge me somewhat unjustly with 
luxury. At Chatsworth, you should remember, that I have 
eaten but once ; and the Doctor, with whom I live, follows a 
milk diet. I grow no fa,tter, though my stomach, if it be not 
disturbed by physick, never fails me. — I now grow weary of 
solitude, and think of removing next week to Lichfield, a place 
of more society, but otherwise of less convenience. When I am 

i Is: is remarkable that so good a I.atin scholar as Johnson, should have been so in, 
attentive to the metre, as by mistake to have written sUUm instead of ig:mSn 
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settled, I shall write again. — Of the hot weather that you 
mentioned, we have [not] had in Derbyshire very much, and for 
myself I seldom feel heat, and suppose that my frigidity is the 
efect of my distemper ; a supposition which naturally leads me 
to hope that a hotter climate may be useful But I hope to 
:stand another English winter.” 

Lichfield, Sept. 29. “ On one day I had three letters about 

the air balloon : yours was far the best, and has enabled me 
to impart to my friends in the country an idea of this species of 
amusement. In amusement, mere amusement, I am afraid it 
must end, for I do not find that its course can be directed so as 
that it should serve any purposes of communication : and it can 
give no new intelligence of the state of air at different heights, 
till they have ascended above the height of mountains, which 
they seem never likely to do. — I came hither on the 2 7 th. How 
long' I shall stay, I have not determined. My^ dropsy is gone, 
and my asthma much remitted, but I have felt myself a little 
declining these two days, or at least to-day ; but such vicissitudes 
must be expected. One day may be worse than another ; but 
this last month is far better than the former ; if the next should 
be as much better than this, I shall run about the town on my 
own legs.” 

■October 6. “The fate of the balloon Idonotmuch lament':'' 
to make new balloons, is to repeat the jest again. We now know' 
a method of mounting into the air, and, I think, are not likely 
to know more. The vehicles can serve no use till we can guide 
them ; and they can gratify no curiosity till we mount with them 
to greater heights than we can. reach without-; till we rise above 
the tops of the highest mountains, which we have yet not done. 
We know the state of the air in all its regions, to the top of 
Tenerife, and, therefore, leam nothing from those who navigate 
a balloon below the clouds. The first experiment, however, was 
bold, and deserved applause and reward. But since it has been 
performed, and its event is known, I had rather now find a 
medicine that can ease an asthma.” 

October 25. “You write to me with a zeal that animates, 
and a tenderness that melts me. I am not afraid either of a 
journey to London, or a residence in it. I came down with 
little fatigue, and am now not weaker. In the smoky atmo- 
sphere I was delivered from the dropsy, which I consider as the 
original and radical disease. The town is my element;^ there 

y His love of London continually apjjears. In ajetter from him to Mrs, Smart, wife of 
his friend the Poet, which is published in a well-written life of him, prefixed to an edition 
of hiS Poem, in 1795, there is the following sentence : “ To one that has passed so many 
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are my friends, there are my books, to which I have not yet bid 
farewell, and there are my amusements. Sir Joshua told me 
long ago, that my vocation was to pubiick life, and I hope still 
to keep my station, till God shall bid me Go in peace!' 

To Mr, ■ Hoole. , Ashbourne, Aug, 7... “ Since I was here, 

I have two little letters from you, and have not had the grati- 
tude to write. But every man is most free with his best friends, 
because he^does not suppose that they can suspect him' ol 
intentional incivility. — One reason for my -omission is, that' being ' 
m a place to which you are wholly a stranger, I have no topicks 
of correspondence. If you had ■ any knowledge of Ashbourne,; 
■I: could tell you of two Ashbourne men,- who,- being last week ' 
condemned at Derby to be hanged for a robbery, went and 
hanged themselves in their cell. But this, however it may 
supply us with talk, is nothing to you. — Your kindness, I know, 
would make you glad to hear some good of me, but I have not 
much good to tell ; if I grow not worse it is all that I can say. — 

I hope Mrs. Hoole receives more help from her migration. 
Make her my compliments, and write again to, dear Sir, your 
aflectionate servant.” 

Aug- 13. ‘‘I thank you for your affectionate letter. I hope 

we shall both be the better for each other’s friendship, and I 
hope %ve shall not very quickly be parted. — Tell Mr. Nichols 
that I shall be glad of his correspondence, when his business 
allows him a little remission ; though to wish him less business, 
that I may have more pleasure, would be too selfish* To pay for 
seats at the balloon is not very necessary, because in less than 
a minute, they who gaze at a mile’s distance will see all that 
can be seen. About the wings I am of your mind ; they cannot 
at all assist it, nor I think regulate its motion. I am now grown 
somewhat easier in my body, but my mind is sometimes de- 
pressed. — About the Club I am in no great pain. The forfeitures 
go on, and the house, I hear, is improved for our future meetings, 
i hope we shall meet often, and sit long.” ^ 

Sept. 4. “ Your letter was, indeed, long in coming, but it was 

very w’elcome. Our acquaintance has now subsisted long, and 
our recollection of each other involves a great space, and many 

ye.'urs in the pleasures and opulence of London, there are few places that can give much 

Once, upon reading that line in the curious epitaph quoted m i he Spectator, 

“ Born in New-England, did in London die 

he laughed and said, “ 1 do not wonder at this. It would have been strange, if born b 
London, he had died in New-England." 
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little occurrences which melt the thoughts to tenderness.— Write 
to me, therefore, as frequently as you can. — I hear from Dr. 
Brocklesby and Mr. Ryiand, that the Club is not crowded, i 
hope we shall enliven it when winter brings us together.” 

To Dr. Burney. August 2. '^The weather, you know, 
has not been balmy ; I am now reduced to think, and am at 
content to talk of the -weather. Pride must have a fali.^ — • 
I have lost' dear. Mr., Allen;, and wherever turn, the dead or 
the ' dying meet my notice, and force my attention upon misery 
.and' mortaiity., ,, Mrs. . Burney’s escape from, .so much danger, 
and her... ease after so much pain, throws/however, some 
radiance of hope upon the gloomy prospect. May her recovery 
be perfect, and her continuance long.— I struggle hard for life. 
I take physick, and take air; my friend’s chariot is ahvays 
ready. We have run this morning twenty-four miles, and 
could run forty-eight more, who can run the race with 

diathV^ 

Sept. 4. [Concerning a private transaction, in which his 
opinion was asked, and after giving it, he makes the following 
reflections, which are applicable on other occasions.] ** Nothing 
deserves more compassion than %vrong conduct with good mean- 
ing ; than loss or obloquy suffered by one, who, as he is con- 
scious only of good intentions, wonders why he loses that 
kindness which he wishes to preserve; and not knowing his 
own fault, if, as may sometimes happen, nobody will tell him, 
goes on to offend by his endeavours to please. — I am delighted 
by finding that our opinions are the same.— You -will do me a 
real kindness by continuing to v/rite. A post-day has now been 
long a day of recreation.” 

Nov. I. “ Our correspondence paused for want of topicks. 
I had said what I had to say on the matter proposed to my 
consideration; and nothing remained but to tell you, that I 
waked or slept; that I was more or less sick. I drew my 
thoughts in upon myself, and supposed yours employed upon 
your book. — That your book has been delayed I am glad, since 
you have gained an opportunity of being more exact. — Of the 
caution necessary in adjusting narratives there is no end. 

i [There was no information for which Dr. Johnson was less grateful than for that 
which concerned the weather. It was in allusion to his impatience with those who were 
reduced to keep conversation alive by observations ou the weather, that he applied the old 
proverb to himself. If any one of his intimate acquaintance told him it was hot or cold, 
wet or dry, windy or calm, he would stop them, by saying, “ Poh ! poh I you are telling 
us that of which none but men in a mine or a dungeon can be ignorant. Let us hear with 
patience, or enjoy m quiet, elementary changes, whether for the better or the worse, as 
they «« never secrets.’*— BunNEy.J 
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Some tell what they do not know,, that' they may not seem 
ignorant, and others from mere indifference about truth. AH 
truth is not, indeed, of equal importance; but, if little viola- 
tions are allowed, every violation will in time be thought little ; 
and: a writer should keep himself vigilantly on his guard agaiiist : 
the first temptations to negligence or snpineness. — I had ceased 
to write, , because respecting you I had no more to ^say, .and ,■ 
respecting myself could say little good. I cannot boast of 
advancement, and in case of convalescence it may be said, 
with few exceptions, non progmit^ est regredL I hope I may 
be excepted. — My great difficulty was with my sweet Fanny, ^ 
who, by her artifice of inserting her letter in yours, had given 
me a precept of frugality which I was not at liberty to neglect ; 
and I know not who were in town under whose cover I could 
send my letter. I rejoice to hear that you are so well, and 
have a delight particularly sympathetick in the recovery of 
Mrs. Burney.” 

To Mr. Langton. Aug. 25. **The kindness of your last 
letter, and my omission to answer it, begins to give you, even 
in my opinion, a right to recriminate, and to charge me with 
forgetfulness for the absent. I will, therefore, delay no longer 
to give an account of myself, and wish I could relate what 
YtfOuld please either myself or my friend. — On July 13, I left 
London, partly in hope. of help from new air and change of 
place, and partly excited by the sick many's impatience of the 
present. I got to Lichfield in a stage vehicle, with very little 
iatigue, in two days, and had the consolation^ to find, that 
since my last visit my three old acquaintance are all dead. — 
July 20, I went to Ashbourne, where I have been till now ; the 
house in which we live is repairing. I live in too much solitude, 
and am often deeply dejected : I wish we were nearer, and re- 
joice in your removal to London. A friend, at once cheerful 
and serious, is a great acquisition. Let us not neglect one 
another for the little time which providence allows us to hope. 
— Of my health I cannot tell you, what my wishes persuaded 
me to expect, that it is much improved by the season or by 
remedies. I am sleepless; my legs grow weary with a very 
few steps, and the water breaks in boundaries in some degree. 
The asthma, however, has remitted ; my breath is still much 

1 The celebrated Miss Fanny Burney. . - , 

2 f Probably some word has been here omitted before cons&laiwn ; perhaps or 

or the word has been printed by aiistake| instead of 

tion I' — but the original letter not being now [1798] in Mr* Langton s hands, the errour (if 
it be one) cannot be con:ectcd,““M.] 




I*. 
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obstracted, but is more free than it was. Nights of watchful- 
ness produce torpid days; I read very little, though I am 
alone ; for I am tempted to supply in the day what I lost in 
bed. This is my history ; like all other histories, a narrative 
of misery. Yet am I so much better than in the, beginning of 
the year, that I ought to be ashamed, of complaining,. ,,I,now 
sit and write with very little sensibility of pain or weakness j 
but when I rise, I shall find . my legs betraying me. Of the 
money which you mentioned, I have no immediate need ; keep 
it, however,- for me, unless some .exigence requires it. Your 
papers T will shew .you certainly, when you would see them; 
but I am a little angry at you for not .keeping mi.n.u.tes of your 
own accepimi ei expemtim^ and think' ,a little. ti'mO' might be 
spared from Aristophanes, for the res fantUiares. ' Forgive ■ me, 
for- 1 mean well. . I hope, dear Sir, that you and Lady Rothes, 
and. all the young people, too many to enumerate, are well and 
happy. God bless you all.” 

- To Mr. WiNDHAii. August “The tenderness with which 
you have been pleased to treat me, through my long ' illness, 
neither health -.nor sickness can, I hope, make me forget; and 
you are not to suppose, that after we parted you were no longer 
in my mind. .But what can a sick man say, but that he is sick ? 
His thoughts are necessarily concentered in himself : he neither 
receives nor can give delight ; his enquiries are after alleviations 
of: pain, and. his efforts are to catch some momentary comfort. 
— Though I am now in the neighbourhood of the Peak, you 
must expect:,:no account of .its : wonders, of its hills, .its waters, 
its caverns, or its mines ; but I will tell you, dear Sir, what I 
hope you will not hear with less satisfaction, that, for about a 
week past, my asthma has been less afflictive.” 

Lichfield, October 2 . ' “ I believe you had been long 
enough acquainted with the ph€eno?ne?ia of sickness, not to be 
surprised that a sick man wishes to be where he is not, and 
where it appears to every body but himself that he might easily 
be, without having the resolution to remove. I thought Ash- 
bourne a solitary place, but did not come hither dll last 
Monday. I have here more company, but my health has 
for this last week not advanced; and in the languor of 
disease how little can be done? Whither or when I shall 
make my next remove, I cannot tell ; but I entreat you, dear 
Sir, to let me know from time to time, where you may be 
found, for your residence is a very powerful attractive to, Sir^ 
yottr most humble servant.” 
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** To Mr. Perkins. 

DEAR SIRj 

“ I CANNOT but latter myself that your kindness for me 
will make you glad to know where I am, and in what state. 

have been, straggling very hard with my diseases.'.- ..My,", 
breath has been very much obstructed, and the water has 
attempt'ed to encroach upon me again. I past the. first part ..of 
the. summer ^at'O'Xford, afterwards I went to. Lichfield, ■ thence,: 
to Ashbourne, in 'Derbyshire, and a week ago I returned,, to ', 
Lichfield. ". 

' 'My ' breath is now much easier, and the water ds in a great " 
'aieasure,, run away, so that I hope to see you again before 
winter., ■ ^ ■ , , , 

Please make my compliments to Mrs, Perkins, and to Mr. 
,aiid Mrs. Barclay. , I am, dear Sir, 

“ Your most humble servant, 

“Sam. Johnson.” 

Lichfield, Oct 4, J7S4-”. 

“To THE Right Hon. William Gerard Hamilton. 

“ DEAR SIR, ■ , , 

“ Considering what reason you gave me in the spring to 
conclude that you took part in whatever good or evil might 
befal me, I ought not to have omitted so long the account 
which I am now about to give you. — My diseases are an 
asthma and a dropsy, and what is less curable, seventy-five. 
Of the dropsy, in the beginning of the summer, or in the 
spring, I recovered to a degree which struck with wonder both 
me and my physicians ; the asthma now is likewise for a time 
very much relieved, I went to Oxford, where the asthma was 
very tyrannical, and the dropsy began again to threaten me ; 
but seasonable physick stopped the inundation I then returned 
to London, and in July took a resolution to visit Staffordshire 
and Derbyshire, where I am yet struggling with iny disease. 
The dropsy made another attack, and was not easily ejected, 
but at last gave way. The asthma suddenly remitted in bed, 
on the 13th of August, and though now very oppressive, is^ 
I think, still something gentler than it was before the remis- 
sion. My limbs are miserably debilitated,^ and my nights are 
sleepless and tedious. — When you read this, dear Sir, you are 
not sorry that I wrote no sooner. I will not prolong my 
complaints. I hope still to see you in a happkr fmur^ to talk 
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oirer what we have often talked, and perhaps to find new 
topicks of merriment, or new incitements to curiosity, 

** I am, dear Sir, &c. 

LichfieM, Oct 20, 1784.” “ Sam. Johnson.” 

“To John Paradise, Esq.^ 

“dear SIR, 

“ Though in all my summer’s excursion I have given you 
no account of myself, I hope you think better of me than to 
imagine it possible for me to forget you, whose kindness to me 
has been too great and too constant not to have made its 
impression on a harder breast than mine. — Silence is not Yeij 
culpable, when nothing pleasing is suppressed, it wc:mld have 
alleviated none of your complaints to have read my vicissitudes, 
■of evil. I have struggled hard with very formidable, and 
obstinate maladies; and. though I cannot talk of health, think 
all praise due to my Creator and Preserver for the continuance ' 
■ of my life. The dropsy has made two attacks, and has given' 

' way to medicine; the asthma is very oppressive, but that has' 
likewise once remitted. I am very weak, and very sleepless.; 
but it is time to conclude the tale of misery.— I hope, dear Sir, 
that you grow better, for you have likewise your share of human 
evil, and that your lady and the young charmers are well. 

“ I am, dear Sir, &G. 

** LicMeid, Oct. 27, 1784.” Sam. Johnson,”' 

“To- Mr. George Nicol.® 

“dear sir, 

“Since we parted, I have been much oppressed by my 
asthma, but it has lately been less laborious. IV^hen I sit I am 
almost at ease, and I can walk, though yet very little, with less 
difficulty for this week past, than before, I hope I shall again 
enjoy my friends, and that you and I shall have a little more 
literary conversation. — lYliere I now am, every thing is very 
liberally provided for me but conversation. My friend is sick 
himself, and the reciprocation of complaints and grroans affords 
not much of either pleasure or instruction. What we have not 

i Son of the late Peter Paradise, Esq., bis Britannick Majesty’s Consul at Salonica, in 
Macedonia, by his lady, a native of that country. He studied at Oxford, and has been 
honoured by that University with the degree of LL.D. He is distinguished not only by 
his learning and talents, but by an amiable disposition, gentleness of mnnners, and a very 
general acquaintance with wellinformed and accomplished persons of almost all nations. 

fMr. Paradise died, December la, x7ps.— M.3 

3 Bookseller to his Majesty, 
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at' home this town does not supply, and I shall be glad of 
a little imported intelligence, and hope that you will bestow, 
now and then, a little time on the relief and entertainment 
of, Sir, 

“Yours, &c. 

Ashbourne, Aiig* 19,1784,’^ “SaM. JOHNSON 

. , ■ “ To , Mr. .CruikshaN'K. 

’^DEAR SIR, 

“ Do not suppose that I forget you ; I hope I shall never 
be accused of forgetting my benefactors. I had, till lately, 
nothing , to .write but complaints .upon complaints,, of miseries , 
\upoii 'miseries ; hut within this .fortnight I have received great .. 
.relief."— Have your Lectures any vacation? .If you are released .. 
.frooi' the necessity of daily study, you may hnd tim.e for a letter'' 
to me. — [Id this letter he states the particulars of his case.] — 
In return for this account of my health let me hav^e a good 
account of yours, and of your prosperity in all your , under- 
.takings. . . 

“ I am, dear Sir, yours, &c. 

“Sam, JoHNsoNd^" 

“ Ashbourne, Sept. 4, 1784.” 

To Mr. Thomas Davies. August 14. — “The tenderness 
with which you always treat me, makes me culpable in my own 
eyes for having omitted to write in so long a separation ; 1 had, 
indeed, nothing to say that you could wash to hear. Ail has 
been hitherto misery accumulated upon misery, disease cor- 
roborating disease, till yesterday my asthma was perceptibly 
and unexpectedly mitigated. I am much comforted with this 
short relief, and am willing to flatter myself that it may continue 
and improve. I have at present, such a degree of ease, as not 
only may admit the comforts, but the duties of life. Make my 
compliments to Mrs. Davies. — Poor dear Allen, he was a good 

To Sir Joshua Reynolds. Ashbourne, July 21. “The 
tenderness with which I am treated by my friends, makes it 
reasonable to suppose that they are desirous to know the state 
of my health, and a desire so benevolent ought to be gratified* — 

I carlie to Lichfield in two days without any painful fatigue, 
and on Monday came hither, where I purpose to stay and try 
what air and regularity will effect. I cannot yet persuade 
myself that I have made much progress in: recovery. My sleep 
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is little, my breath is very much encumbered, and ray legs are 
very weak. The water has encreased a little, but has again run 
off. The most distressing symptom is want of sleep.” 

August 19. “ Wav ing had since our separation, little to say 

that could please you or myself by saying, I have not been 
lavish of useless letters j but I flatter myself that you will par- 
take of the pleasure with which I can now tell you that about 
a week ago, I felt suddenly a sensible remission of my asthma, _ 
and consequently a greater lightness of action and motion.-— 01 
this grateful alleviation I know not the cause, nor dare depend 
upon its continuance, but while it lasts I endeavour to enjoy it, 
and am desirous of communicating, while it lasts, my pleasure 
to my friends.— Hitherto, dear Sir, I had written before the 
post, which stays in this town but a little while, brought me 
your letter. Mr. Davies seems to have represented my little 
tendency to recovery in terms too splendid. I am still restless, 
still weak, still watery, but the asthma is less oppressive.— Poor 
Ramsay ! ^ On which side soever I turn, mortality presents its 
formidable froivn. I left three old friends at Lichfield, when 
I was last there, and now found them all dead. I no sooner 
lost sight of dear Allen, than I am told that I shall see him no 
more." That we must all die, we ahvays knew ; I wish I had 
sooner remembered it. Do not think me intrusive or importu- 
nate, if I now call, dear Sir, on you to remember it.” 

Sept. 2. “I am glad that a little favour from the court has 
intercepted your furious purposes. I could not in any case 
have approved such publick violence of resentment, and should 
have considered any who encouraged it, as rather seeking sport 
for themselves, than honour for you. Resentment gratifies him 
who intended an injury, and pains him unjustly who did not 
intend it. But all this is now superfluous.— I still continue by 
God’s mercy to mend. My breath is easier, my nights are 
quieter, and my legs are less in bulk, and stronger in u.se. 
I have, however, yet a great deal to overcome, before I can yet 
attain even an old man’s health.— Write, do write to me now 
and then; we are now old acquaintance, and perhaps few 
people have lived so much and so long together, with less cause 
of complaint on either side. The retrospection of this is very 
pleasant, and I hope we shall never think on each other with 
less kindness.” 

Sept 9. “ I could not answer your letter before this day, 

1 Allan Ramsay, Esq., painter to his Majesty, who died August lo, 1784, in the 71st 
fcar of his Age, much regretted hy his firiends. 





because I went on the sixth to Chatsworth, and did not come 
back till toe ^post was gone.— Many words, I hope, are not 
necessary between yon and me to convince yon what gratitude 
IS ^^cited m my heart by the Chancellor’s Hberaiity and yonr 
kmci omces. I did not indeed expect that what was asked by 
tile Lhanceilor would have been refused, but since it has, we 
Will not tell that any thing has been asked.— I have enclosed 
Chancellor, which when you have read it, you 
ml! be pleased to seal mth a head, or other general seal, and 
convey it to him ; had I sent it directly to him, I should have 
seemed to overlook the favour of your intervention. — My last 
letter told you of my advance in health, which, I think, in the 
whole stilh continues. .. Of the hydropick ■ tumour there is now 
very little appearance ; the asthma is much less troublesome, 
and seems to remit something day after day. I do not despair 
of supporting an English winter.— At Chatsworth, I met young 
Mr. Burke, Vvtoo led me very commodiously into conversation 
with the Duke and Duchess. We had a very good morning. 
The dinner 'was piiblick.” — 

^Sept i8. . '‘I fiattered myself that this week would 'have ■ 
given me a letter from you, but none has come. Write to'^m 
now and then, but direct your next to Lichfield.— I think, and 
I nope am sure, that I stilly grow better; I have sometimes 
good^ nights;^ but am^ still in my legs weak, but so much 
mended, that I go to Lichfield in hope of being able to pay my 
visits on foot, for there are no coaches. — I have three letters 
ihis day, all about the balloon ; I could have been content 



give so skilful a lover of antiquities any infer niation about my 
native place, of which, however, I know not much, and have 
reason to believe that not much is knovrn. — Though I have not 
given you any amusement, I have received amusement from 
you. At Ashbourne, where I had very little company, I had 
the luck to borrow *Mr. Bovrye/s Life;^ a book so full of 
contemporary history, that a literary man must find some of his 
old friends. I thought that I could, now and then, have told 
you 'Some hints worth- your notice;, and perhaps, we ii!,ay talk 
a life over. 1 hope we shall be much together ; ^ you must now 
• be ' tO' ine what you were before, and. what dear Mr. Allen was, 
■besides.- He was taken unexpectedly away, but I think he 
was a very good man. — I have made little progress, in- recovery. 
■I am very weak, and very sleepless : - but I live on and hope.*' , 

This various mass of correspondence, which I have thus 
brought together, is valuable, both as an addition to the store 
which thepublick already has of Johnson’s ^ writings, and as 
exhibiting a genuine and noble specini,en of vigour a.nd vivacity 
of mind, which neither age nor sickness could impair or 
diminish. 

It may be observed, that his writing in every way, whether 
for the publick, or privately to his friends, was by fits and 
starts ; for we see frequently, that many letters are written on 
the same day. When he had once overcome his aversion to 
begin, he was, I suppose, desirous to go on, in order to relieve 
his mind from the uneasy reflection of delaying w^hat he ought 
to do. 

When in the country, notwithstanding the accumulation of 
illness which he endured, his mind did not lose its powers. 
He translated an Ode of Horace, which is printed in his 
works, and composed several prayers. I shall insert one of 
them, which is so wise and energetick, so philosophical and so 
pious, that I doubt not of its affording consolation to many a 
sincere Christian, when in a state of mind to which I believe 
the best are sometimes liable.^ 

^ tnqmsiikfe and per/>iexing ihou^kis^ “ O Loro, Maker and Protector, 

who hast ^aciously sent me into" this world to work out my salvation, enable me to drive 
■from me ail such unquiet and perplexing thoughts as may mislead or hinder me m the 
practice of those duties which Thou hast required. When 2 behold the works of thy 
hands, and consider the course of thy providence, give me grace always to remember that 
thy thoughts are not my thoughts, nor thy ways my ways. And while it shall please thee 



^ And here I am enabled fully to refute a very unjust refiec- 
tion, by Sir John Hawkins, both against Dr. Johnson, and his 
faithful servant, Mr. Francis Barber; as if both of them had 
been guilty of culpable neglect towards a person of the name 
of Heely,. ,’whoiB., Sir John chooses to call, a Telafwn 
Johnson’s. The fact is, that Mr. Heely was not his relation ; 
he. had .indeed been married to one, of his cousins, biit^she'had 
die ..I without having children, and he had married another 
woman ; so that even the slight connection which there once 
had been by ailianm was dissolved. Dr. Johnson, who had 
.s.iiewn very, great aiberality to this man while- -his first-:. %dfe- was 
aliVe, . „as, has , .appeared .in.. a former part of this work/ was 
humane and charitable enough to continue his bounty to him 
occasionally ; but surely there was no strong call of duty upon 
him or upon his legatee, to do more. The following letter 
obligingly communicated to me by Mr. Andrew Strahan, will 
confirm, what I have stated: 

‘'10 Mr. Heely, No. 5, in Pye-street, Westminster. 


/lo necessiiy oDiiges you to caii so soon again upon me, 
}CiU shoulo at least have told the smallest sum that will supply 
your present want : you cannot suppose that I have much to 
spare. Two guineas is as much as you ought to be behind 
with your creditor, — If you v/ait on Mr. Strahan. in New-street, 
Fetter-lane, or in his absence, on Mr. Andrew' Strahan, show 
this, by which they are entreated to advance you two guineas, 
a-nd to keep this .as a voucher. . 

I am, Sir, 

“ Your humble servant, 

^ “Sam. Johnson.” 

''■* Asoboiirne, Atsg. 12, 1784.” - 

Indeed it is very necessary to keep in mind that Sir John 
Hawkins^ has unaccountably viewed Johnson’s character and 
conduct in almost every particular, with an unhappv prejudice.^ 


to cont.hu;e me :n this world, %vhere much is to be done, and little to be known, teach me 
bytiiy noiy Spnit, to withdraw my mind from unprofitable and dangerous enquiries, from 
® yirioup, ana doubts impossible to be solved. Let me rejoice in the light 
wmen 1 hoii hast imparted, let me serve Thee with active zeal and humble confidence, 
and wait with paueut e:;pectation for the tiine in which the soul which Thou receivest 
shall be satishea with knowledge. Grant this, O Lord, for Jesus Chi^ist’s sake. 
Amen. 

1 Vol. i. p. 33 a. 

3 I shall add one instance only to those which I have thought it, incumbent on me to 
point out. labang ot ISix, Garrick s having signified his wullingness to let Johnson have 
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We now behold Johnson for the last time, in his native 
city, for which he ever retained a warm affection, and which, 
by a sudden apostrophe, under the word Lich^ he introduces 
with reverence, into his immortal Work, The English 
Dictionary “ Saive, magna parens 1 ” ^ While here, he felt 
a revival of all the tenderness of filial affection, an instance of 
which appeared in his ordering the grave-stone and inscrip- 
tion over Elizabeth Blaney^ to be substantially and carefully 
.renewed, ■ 

To Mr. Henry White, a young clergyman, with whom he 
now formed an intimacy, so as to talk to him with great 
freedom, he mentioned that he could not in general accuse 
himself of having been an undutiful son. Once, indeed, 
(said he,) I was disobedient j I refused to attend my father 
to Uttoxeter-market. Pride was the source of that refusal, 
and the remembrance of it was painful. A few years^ ago I 
desired to atone for this fault. I vrent to Uttoxeter in very 
bad weather, and stood for a considerable time bareheaded in 
the rain, on the spot where my father’s stall used to^ stand. 
In contrition I stood, and I hope the penance was expiatory.’^ 


the loan of any of his books to assist him in his edition of Shakspeare ; Sir John says 
(page 444,) ** Mr. Garrick knew not what risque he ran by this offer.^^ Johnson had so 
strange a forgetfulness of obligations of this sort, that few who lent him books ever saw 
them again.” This surely conveys a most unfavourable insinuation, and_ has been so 
understood. Sir John mentions the single case of a curious edition of Politian, which he 
tells us, appeared to belong to Pembroke College, which, probably, bad been considered 
by Johnson as his own, for upwards of fifty years. Would it not be fairer to consider this 
as an inadvertence, and draw no general inference ? The truth is, that Johnson v/as so 
attentive, that in one of bis manuscripts in my possession, he has marked in two columns, 
books borrowed, and books lent. 

In Sir John Hawkins’s compilation, there are, however, some passages^ concerning 
Johnson which have unquestionable merit. One of them 1 shall transcribe, in. justice to 
a writer whom I have had too much occasion to censure, and to shew my fairness as the 
biographer of my illustrious friend : “ There was wanting in bis conduct and beha’idour, 
that dignity which results from a regular and orderly course of action, and by an irresistible 
power commands esteem, lie could not be jaid to be a stayed man, nor so to have adjusteo’. 
m his mind the balance of reason and passion, as to give occasion to s.ny what, may be 
observed of some men, that all they do is just, fit, and right.’* Yet a judicious IViertd web 
suggests, “It might, however, have been added, that such men are often merely just, 
and rigidly correct, while their hearts are cold and unfeeling ; and that Johnson's virtues 
were of a much higher tone than those of the stayed, orderly man here described.” 

1 The following circumstance, mutually to the honour of Johnson and the corporation 
of his native city, has been communicated to me by the reverend Dr. Vyse, from the 
Town-Clerk : Mr. Simpson has now before him, a record of the respect and veneration 
which tihe Corporation of Lichfield, in the year 1767, bad for the merits and learning of 
Dr. Johnson. His father built the corner house in the market-place, the two fronts oi 
which, towards Market and Broad-market-street, stood upon waste land of the Corpora- 
tion, under a forty years’ lease, which was then expired. On the 15th of August, 1767, 
at a common-hall of the bailiffs and dtizens, it was ordered (and that without any 
solicitation,) that a lease should be granted to Samuel Johnson, Doctor of Laws, of the 
encro.'ichments at his house, for the term of ninety-nine years, at the old rent, which was 
five shillings. Of which, as Town-Clerk, Mr. Simpson, bad the honour and pleasure of in- 
forming, him, and that he was desired to accept it, without paying any fine on the occasion, 
which lease ’ras afterwards granted, and the Doctor died possessed of this property." 

9 See Vol, I. p. *3* 



I told him (says Miss 'Seward) in one of my latest visits to 
Mm, of a wonderful learned pig, ’which I had seen at Notting- 
ham ; and which did ail that we have observed exhibited by 
dogs and horses. The subject amused him. ‘Then, (said 
he,) the pigs are a race unjustly calumniated. Fig has, • it 
seems, not been wanting to man, but nmn to ptg. We do not 
allow time for his education, we kill him at a year old.^’ Mr, 
Henry White, who was present, observed that if 'this ixistance 
■: had "happened" in or before Tope’s time, he would not have 
been justified in instancingdhe swine as the 'lowest degree of 
groveling instinct. Dr. Johnson seemed pleased with the 
observation, while the person who made it proceeded to 
remark, that great torture must have been employed, ere the 
indociiity of the animal could have been subdued.— ‘ Certainly, 
(said the Doctor ;) but, (turning to me,) how old is your pig? ’ 
I told him, three years old, ‘ Then, (said he,) the pig has no 
cause to complain ; he would have been killed the first year if 
he had not been educated, and protracted existence is a good 
recompence for very considerable degrees of torture.’” 

As Johnson had now very faint hopes of recovery, and as 
Mrs. Thrale was no longer devoted to him > it might have been 
supposed that he would naturally have chosen to remain in the 
comfortable house of his beloved wife’s daughter, and end his 
life where he began it. But there was in him an animated and 
lofty spirit,^ and however complicated diseases might depress 
ordinary mortals, ail ’who saw him beheld and ackno’v^i edged the 
invictum animum Catonis? Such was his intellectual ardour 
even at this time, that he said to one friend, “ Sir, I look upon 
every day to be lost, in which I do not make a new acquaint- 
ance and to another, when talking of his illness, *‘ I will be 
conquered ; I will not capitulate,” And such was his love of 
London, so high a relish had he of its magnificent extent, and 
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Still found that such conversation as London affords^ could be 
found nowhere else. These feelings. Joined, probably, to, some 
flattering hopes of aid from the eminent physicians and sur- 
geons in London, who kindly, and generously, attended him 
without accepting fees, made him resolve To : return .to, the 
capital. ' . ' . ' 

From Lichfield he came to Birmingham, wliere he passed a 
few days with his worthy old schoolfellow, Mr. Hector, who 
thus writes to me: “ He was .very solicitous with me to recol- 
lect so.me' of our most early transactions, and transmit them to 
.him, for .1. perceived nothing, gave him' greater pleasure ..than ■ 
calling to mind those days of our innocence. . , I complied with 
his .request, ■, and he. ' only received them 'a.,.few days' before his 
death. I have transcribed for your inspeetion, exactly the 
minutes I wrote ■ to him.”- This paper having been found in 
his repositories after his death, Sir John - .HawkinsJhas inserted 
it entire, and I have made occasional use of it and other 
communications from Mr, Hector,/^ in the course of this 
Work. I have both visited and corresponded with him since 
■Dr. Johnson’s death, ■ and by enquiries concerning a great 
variety of particulars, have obtained additional information. 
I followed the same mode with the Reverend Dr. Taylor, in 
whose presence I wrote down a good deal of what he could 
tell; and he, at my request, signed his name to give it 
authenticity. It is very rare to find any person who is able 
to give a distinct account of the life even of one whom he 
has known intimately, without questions being put to them. 
My friend Dr. Kippis has told me, that on this account it is a 
practice with him to draw out a biographical catechism. 

Johnson then proceeded to Oxford, where he was again 
kindly received by Dr. Adams, ^ 'who w^as pleased to give me 

1 It is a most agreeable circuaistance attending the publication of this Work, that hlr. 
Hector has survived his illustrious schoolfellow so many years ; that he still retains his 
health and spirits ; and has gratifiM me with the following acknowledgement ; “ I thank 
you, most sincere^ thank you, for the great and long continued entertainment your Life of 
Dr. Johnson has afforded me, and others, of my particular friends.’* Mr. Hector, besides 
setting me right as to the verses on a sprig of RIjTtie, (see V<5l. i. p. 47, note,) has 
favoured me with two English odes, written by Dr, Johnson, at an early period of his 
life, which will appear in my edition of his Poems. 

IThis early and worthy friend of Johnson died at Birmingham, September 2, 1794.— 

w 

2 [This amiable and excellent man survived Dr. Johnson about four years, having died 
in January 5789, at Gloucester, where a Monument is erected to his memory, with the 
following inscription:— 

Sacred to the Memory of 
WiLUAM Aoams, D.D. 

Master of Pembroke College, Oxford, 

Prebendary of this Cathedral, and 
Archdeacon of londaif. 



the followiag^ account in one of his letters, {Feb. ijtly 1785:) 
fMiis last 'Visit was,. I, believe, .to. house, .which, he left,' after 
a stay of four or five days. We had much serious talk to- 
gether, for which I ought to be the better as long as I live. 
You will remember some discourse which we had in the summer 
upon the subject of prayer, and the difficulty of this sort of 
composition. He reminded.' me of this, and', of ■. my having 
wished him to try his hand and to give us a' specimen of the 
style and manner that he approved. -He added, that he was 
now in alright frame, of unind, and' as he . could' not possibl], 
employ his time better, he would in earnest set about it. But 
.1 find upon enquiry, that no.pap.ers of 'this, sort ■w.ere left behind 
him, except a few short ejaculatory forms suitable to his present 
situation.”' .. 

.. Hr, Adams had not' then , received accurate information: on, 
.this subject.; .for, it has since appeared that various prayers .had 
been composed by him at, different periods, which int.ermingled 
with pious resolutions, and some short notes of his life, were 
entitled by him “ Prayers and Meditations,” and have, in 
pursuance of his earnest requisition, in the hopes ■ of doing 'go.od, 
been published,, with a judicious well-written Preface, by '■ the' 
reverend Mr.' Strahan, to whom he 'delivered' them'. /.This 
admirable collection, to which I have frequently referred , in the' 
course 'Of this Work, evinces, beyond all his compositions' for 
the publick, and all the eulogies of his fiiends and admirers, 
thO' sincere virtue' and piety of Johnson. .It 'proves with .un- 
questionable authenticity, that amidst all his constitutional 
infirmities, his earnestness to conform his practice to the 
precepts of Christianity was unceasing, and that lie habitually 


Ingenious, Learned, Eloquent,^ 

He ably defended the Truth of Christianity, 

Pious, Benevolent, and Charitable, 

He successfully inculcated its sacred Precepts. 

Pure, and undeviating in his own Conduct, 
fie was tender and compassionate to the Failings of others. 

E%^er anxious for the welfare and happiness of Mankind, 

He was on all occasions forward to encourage 
Works of publick Utility, and extensive^ Beneficence. 

In the Government of the College over which he presided, 

His vigilant Attention was umformly ^erted 
To promote the important Objects of the institution : 

Whilst the mild Dignity of his De^rtment, 

His gentleness of DispositioBj and urbaiiity of Manners, 

Inspired E.steem, Gratitude, and -Affection. 

Full of Days, and matured in yirtue, 

He died Jan. 13th, t7Sg, aged 8a. . , 

A very Just character of Dr. Adams loay 'al^.he fbimd in ‘*The Gentleman's 
Magazine,^' for 1789, Vol. LIX. p. 014. Hm p, 134,) was married, in 

July 1788, to B, Hyatt of Painswick in Gteucaterwlr^ Esq.— M .3 


A.D. 1784 .^tat. 75 58 
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endeavoured to refer every transaction of liis life to the will of 
the Supreme Being. 

He arrived in London on the i6th of November, and next 
day sent to Dr. Burney the following note, which I insert as 
the last token of his remembrance of that ingenious and amiable 
man, and as another of the many proofs of the tenderness and 
benignity of his heart : 

“ Mr, Johhson, who came home last night, sends his respects 
to dear Dr. Burney, and all the dear Burneys, little and great. 

'‘To Mr. Hector, in Birmingham. 

■ “''BEAR SIR,' 

“ I DID not reach Oxford until Friday morning, and then I 
sent Francis to see the balloon iy, but could not go myself, i 
staid at Oxford till Tuesday, and then came in the common 
vehicle easily to London. I am as I was, and having seen Dr. 
Brocklesby, am to- ply the squills; but,' whatever be ^ their 
efficac}^ this world must soon pass away. Let us think seriously 
"on 'our duty. — I send my- kindest respects' to dear Mrs,: Care- 
less : let me have the prayers of both. We have all lived long, 
and must soon part. God have mercy on us, for the sake of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

“ I am, &c. 

London, November 17, 17S4.” ** Sam. JOHNSON.'' 

His correspondence with me, after his letter on the subject 
of my settling in London, shall now, so far as is proper, be 
produced in one series. 

July 26, he wrote to me from Ashbourne: On the 14th I 
came to Lichfield, and found every body glad enough to see 
me.' On the 20th, I came hither, and found a house half-built, 
of very uncomfortable appearance ; but my own room has not 
been altered. That a man worn with diseases, in his seventy - 
second or third year, should condemn part of his remaining life 
to pass among ruins and rubbish, and that no inconsiderable 
part, appears to me very strange. — I know that your kindness 
makes you impatient to know the state of my health, in which 1 
cannot boast of much improvement. I came through the 
Journey without much inconvenience, but when I attempt self- 
motion I find my legs weak, and my breath very short ; this day 
I have been much disordered. I have no company; the 
Doctor ^ is busy in his fields, and goes to bed at nine, and his 
whole system is so different from mine, that we seem formed 

I Rev. Dr. Taylor. 
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for different elements ; I have, therefore, all my amusement to 
seek within mysell” 

Having written to him in bad spirits, a letter filled with 
dejection and fretfulness, and at the same time expressing 
anxious apprehensions xoncerniog him, on account of a dream 
which had disturbed mC; y his ■ answer- was chiefly in terms of 
reproach, for a supposed oliarge of “affecting discontent, and 
indulging the vanity of complaint.” It, however, proceeded, 
“ Write to me often, and write like a man. I consider your 
fidelity and tenderness as a great part of the comforts which 
are yet left me, and sincerely wish we could be nearer to each 
other.—* * ^ ^ear friend, life is very short, and 

very uncertain ; let us spend it as well as we can. My worthy 
neighbour, Alien, is dead. Love me as well as you can. Pay 
my respects to dear Mrs. Boswell.— Nothing ailed me at that 
time ; let your superstition at last have an end.” 

Feeling very soon, that the manner in which he had written 
might hurt me, he two days afterwards, July 28, wrote to me 
again, giving me an account of his sufferings; after which, he 
thus proceeds : “ Before this letter, you will have had one 
which I hope you will not take amiss ; for it contains only 
truth, and that truth kindly intended.* ***** Sparfam 
quam nactus es orna ; make the most and best of your lot, and 
compare yourself not with the fe>v that are above you, but with 
the multitudes which are below you.* *****. Go steadily 
forwards with lawful business or honest diversions, ^ Be (as 
Temple says of the Dutchmen,) well when you are not Ul^ and 
pleased when you are not angry I — * * -it * * This may seem 
but an ill return for your tenderness ; but I mean it well, for I 
love you with great ardour and sincerity. Pay my respects to 
dear Mrs. Boswell, and teach the young ones to love me.” 

I unfortunately was so much indisposed during a consider- 
able part of the year, that it was not, or at least I thought it 
was not, in my power to write to my illustrious friend as 
formerly, or without expressing such complaints as offended 
him. Having conjured him not to do me the injustice of 
charging me with aflectation, I was with much regret long 
silent. His last letter to me then came, and affected me very 
tenderly: 

“To James Boswell, Esq. 

“dear sir, 

“I HAVE this summer sometimes amended, and some- 
times relapsed, but, upon the whole, have lost ground very 










in 
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much. My legs are extremely weak, and my breath very short, 

and the water is now encreasing upon me. In this uncomfort- 
able state your letters used to relieve ; what is the reason that 
I have them no longer? Are you sick, or are you sullen? 
Whatever be the reason, if it be less than necessity, drive it 
away ; and of the short life that we have, make the best^ use 
for yourself and for your friends. ; * *^ * * * *. I am sometimes 
afraid that your omission to .write has some real cause, ^and 
shall be glad to know that you are not sick, and that nothing 
ill has befallen dear Mrs. Bosw^ell, or any of your family, 

■ ■ ■ ' I .am, Sir, yoiir,v&c. 

“Sam.. Johnson.”,. 

Lichfield, Nov. 5, 17S4.” 

Yet it was not a little painful to me to find, that in a para- 
graph' of this letter, which I have omitted, he still persevered 
in arraigning me as before, which was strange in him who had 
■ ' SO much experience of what I suffered. I, however, wrote, to 
him two as kind letters as I could ; the last of which came too- 
late to be read by him, for his illness encreased more rapidly 
upon him than I had apprehended ; but I bad the consolation 
of being informed that he spoke of me on his death-bed with 
affection, and I look forward with humble hope of renewing 
our friendship in a better world. 

I now relieve the readers of this Work from any further per- 
sonal notice of its authour ; who, if he should be thought to 
have obtruded himself too much upon their attention., requests,., 
them to consider the peculiar plan of his biographical under- 
taking. 

Soon after Johnson^s return to the metropolis, both the 
asthma and dropsy became more violent and distressful. He 
had for some time kept a journal in Latin of the state of his 
illness, and the remedies which he used, under the title of 
jEgrI Ephemeris^ which he began on the 6th of July, but 
continued it no longer than the 8th of November ; finding, 
I suppose, that it was a mournful and unavailing register. 
It is in my possession; and is written with great care and 
accuracy. 

Still his love of literature ^ did not fail A very few days 

i It is truly wonderful to consider the extent and constancy of Johnson's literary 
ardour, notwithstanding the melancholy which clouded and embittered his existence. 
Besides the numerous and various works which he executed, he had, at different times, 
f<jrmed schemes of a great many more, of which the following catalogue was given by him 
to Mr. Laagton, and by that gentlemaa presented to his Majesty i 
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before his death he transmitted to his friend Mr, John Nichols^ 


“ Divinity. 

A, small book. of precepts and directions .for piety ; the bint taken from the directions 
: in .Morton’s exercise. ........... , 


“ Philosophy^ History, and Literatork in general 
History of Criticism, as it relates to judging of authours, from Aristotle to the present 
age. An account of the rise and improvements of that art ; of the different opinions of 
authoursj .ancient and modern. ■ 

** Translation of the History of Herodian. 

New edition of Fairfax's Translation of Tasso, with notes, glossary, &c. 

“Chaucer, a new edition of him, from manuscripts and old editions, with various 
readings, conjectures, remarks on his language, and the changes it had undergone from 
the earliest times to his age, and from his to the present ; with notes explanatory of cus* 


toms, See, and references to Boccace, and other authours from, whom he has borrowed, 
with an account of the liberties he has taken in telling the stories ; his life, and an exact 


v/ith an account of the liberties he has taken in telling the stones ; his hfe, and au exact 
etymological glossary. 

“ Aris.totle’s Rhetorick, a translation of it into 'English., ^ 

“ A collection of Letters, translated from the modern writers, with some account of the 
several authours. _ ' . ' ' . 

“ Oldham’s Poems, with notes, historical and critical. 

“ Roscommon’s 'Poems, with notes. _ . /. . 

“ Lives of the Philosophers, written with a polite air, in such a manner as may divert 
as well as mstruct. . . 

“ History of the Fleathen Mythology, with an explication of the fables, botn allegon* 
cal and historical ; with references to the poets. 

“ History of the State of Venice, in a compendious manner. 

“ Aristotle’s Ethicksj an English translation of them, with notes. 

“ Geographical Dictionary, from the French. ^ , , 

“ Hierocles upon Pythagoras, translated into English, perhaps with notes. This is 
done by Norris, 

“ A book of Letters, upon all kinds of subjects. ^ 

“ Glaudian, a new edition of his works, mm noth variorum^ in the manner of Bunnan. 

“ TuUy's Tusculan questions, a translation of them. 

“ Tally’s De Natura Deorum, a translation of those books. 

“ Benzo’s New Plsstory of the New World, to_be translated. 

“ Machiavel's History of Florence, to be translated. ^ , 

“ Histoiw of the Revival of Learning in Europe, containing an account of whatever 
contributed to the restoration of literature ; such as controversies, printing, the destruc- 
tion of the Greek empire, the encouragement of great men, with the lives of tiie^ most 
eminent patrons, and most eminent early professors of all kinds of learning in uifeerent 
'■.countries. .■ .■■■■'''.■■■. '.',■■" 

A Body of Chronolog3;f, in verse, with historical notes. ^ . . 


.letter, if need.fttl . ' 

“ A Collection of Proverbs from various languages, ^ Jan. 6 , -—SS* . . 

* ‘ A Dictionarv to the Common Prayer, in imitation of Calmet s Dictionary o. tne 


* ‘ A Dictionary to the Common Prayer, in imitation of Calmet s Dictionary o. tne 
: 'Bible, .March, —52. .... ... , ■ . ' . •«,■ .■ '■ r 

“A Collection of Stories and Examples, like those of Valerius Maximus. Jan. lo. 


From rEiian, a volume of select Stories, perhaps from others. Jan. 28, —53- 
“Collection of Travels, Voyages, Adventures, and Descriptions of Countries. 

“ Dictionary of Ancient History and Mythology. . . V n 

“Treatise on the Study of Polite Literature,: containing , toe history ot iearmng. 
directions for editions, commentaries, &c. > - rrL.- A-.. 

“Maxims, Characters, and Sentiments, alter the. manner of Bruyere, coliec.ed oat o* 

ancient authours, particularly the Greek with Apophthegms.^ . 

“ Classical Miscellanies. Select Translations from, ancient i^reek and Latin autnours. ^ 
* “Lives of Illustrious Persons, as well of the active as the learned, m imitauon Ot 
Plutarch. , 

“ Judgement of the learned upon English authours. 

“ PoedcM Dictionary of the English tongue. 

“ Considerations upon the present state of London.;; 
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& list of the authours of the Universal History, mentioning their 


wo.d., pl>n.«.and modas of 

Ltearise, MisMllanwos reflections, criticisms, emendations, notes. 

“• Com^rto*miteopW«I and Christian Morality, by sentences collected from the 

snoralists' and fathers.. ^ : 

“ Plutarch’s Lives, in English, with notes. 

Poetry and works of Imagination. 

** Hymn to Ignorance. 

The Palace of Sloth,— a vision. 

Coluthus, to be translated. 

“Prejudice, — a poetical essay. 

“ The Palace of Nonsense, —a vision. . ' . 

his “ Poetical Review," which X have several times quoted . ^ 

“While through life’s maze he sent a piercing view, 

His mind expansive to the object grew. 

With various stores of erudition fraught, 

The lively image, the deep-searching thought, 

Slept in repose but when the moment press a, 


^In^Sgh it has b«n confidently ascribed to hmt, I cannot a low that he wTote 
.a Mkition to both Houses of Parliament of a book entitled '< Ihe Evangehcal 
HiSy Harmonized." He was no croaier ; no declaimer agaipt /-ic *««.. He woo d 
“That we are faUen upon an age in which corruption is not bareiy 


That we are fallen upon an age in which corruption is not barely 
lallv confessed." Nor, “ Rapine preys on the pubhek without oppo- 
betrays it without inquiry.” Nor would he, to excite a speeay 
oniured up such phantoms of terrour as the.se : A few years longer, 
leavours will be m vain. We may be swallowed by an earthquake: 
;d to our enemies.*’ This is not Johnsonian, 

i in this Dedication several sentences constructed upon the mode! 
ie Imitation of the form, without the sph-it of his style, has been 
is of itself is not sufficient evidence. Even our news-paper writers 
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several shares in that work. It has, according to his direction, 
been deposited in the British Museum, and is printed in the 
Gentienian^s Magazine for December, 1784,^ 

During his sleepless nights he amused himself by translating^ 
into Latin verse, from the Greek, many, of ■ the epigrams,. in the ■ 
Anthologia. These translations, with some other poems by him 
in Latin, he gave to his friend Mr. Langton, who, having added 
a few notes, sold them to .the booksellers for a small sum to be 
given to some of Johnson^s relations, which was accordingly 
done ; and they are printed, in the collection- of hiS' works, ■- 

;i':,pire to it In. an account of the funeral of Edwin, the comedian, in “The Diary" 

‘:.f Nov. 9, 1790, that son of drollery is thus described : “ A man who bad so often 

cheered the sullenness of vacancy, and suspended the approaches of sorrow.” And ip 
“ The Dubiin Evening Post,” Au^gust i6, 1791, there is the following paragraph : “ It is 
a singular circumsiarice, that in a city like this, containing 200, people, there are three 
months m the year during which no place of fiublic amusement is open. Long vacation is 
here a vacation from pleasure, as well as business ; nor is there any mode of passing the 
listless et'‘eniag£ of declining summer, but in the riots of a tavern, or the stupidity of a 
CQsfee-house.” . , ' y 1. 

i have not thought it necessary to specify every copy of verses written by Johnson, it 
being my intention to publish ari authentick edition of all his Poetry, with notes. 

1 [As the letter accompanying this list, (which fuliy supports the observation in the 
text,) %vas written but a week before Dr. Johnson’s death, the reader may uot be displeased 
to dnd it here preserved : 

“To Mr, Nichols. 

“ The late learned Mr. Swinton, having one day remarked that one man, meaning, I 
suppose, no man but himself, could assign all the parts of the Ancient Universal History 
to their proper authours, at the request of Sir Robert Chambers, or of myself, gave the 
account which I now iransmit to you in his own hand ; being willing that of so great a 
w'ork the history should be known, and that each wnriter should receive his due proportion 
of pr.aise from posterity, ^ ^ ^ , 

“ I recommend to you to preserve this scrap of literarji- intelligence m Mr. Swmton s 
own hand, or to deposit it in the Museum, that the veracity of this account may never be 

doubted. c- - 

■ , “i-.am, Sir, 

“Your most humble servant, 

“Dec. 6, 1784.” “Sam. 

..Mr, S — ^ — n.- 

The History of the Carthaginians. 

— - Numidians. ■ 

— — — .Mauritanians. 

— — 'Gsetulians. 

, — — . .Garamanthes, ^ 

— — ^Melano GaituUans. . 

— ^ — Nigi'kae. 

-'v ^ — - Cyrenaica., . ^ 

— ■ ■ M.arrnarica- 

the Regio Syrtica. ' 

— — Turks, Tartars, and Moguls. 

...... — — Indians. 

Chinese. . ^ 

Disseruaion on the peopling of America. 

independency of the Arabs,—- ■ . . . " ■ ■ . , 

The Cosmogony, and a small part of the History immediately following ; by Mr. 
Sale. 

To the birth of Abraham *, chiefly by Mr, Shelvock. 

History of the Jews, Gauls, and Spaniards ; by Mr. Psalmanazar. 

Xenophon’s Retreat ; by the same. . , , ,t 

History of the Persians and the Constantmopolitan Empire J by Dr. CampbeiL 
History of the Romans; by Mr. Bower. M.] 
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A very erroneous notion has circulated as to Johnson^s 
deficiency in the knowledge of the Greek language^ partly 
owing to the modesty with which, from knowing how much 
there was to be learnt, he used to mention his own comparative 
acquisitions. When Mr. Cumberland ^ talked to him of the 
Greek fragments which are so well illustrated in “ The Observer,” 
and of the Greek dramatists in general, he candidly acknowledged 
his insufficiency in that particular branch of Greek literature. 
Yet it may be said, that though not a great, he was a good Greek 
scholar. Dr. Charles Burney, the younger, who is iiiiiversally 
acknowledged by the best judges, to be one of the few men of 
this age who are very eminent for their skill in that noble 
language, has assured me, that Johnson could give a Greek 
word for almost every English one; and that although not 
sufficiently conversant in the niceties of the language, he, upon 
some occasions discovered, even in these, a considerable degree 
of' critical acumen,' Mr, Dalzel, Professor of ■ Greek at Edin- 
burgh, whose skill in it is unquestionable, mentioned to me, 
'In very liberal terms, the impression which was 'made upon him 
by Johnson, in a conversation which they had in London con- 
cerning that language. As Johnson, therefore, was undoubtedly 
one of the first Latin scholars in modern times, let us not deny 
to his fame some additional splendour from Greek. 

I shall now fulfil my promise of exhibiting specimens of 
various sorts of imitation of Johnson^s style. 

In the “Transactions of the Royal Irish' Academy, lySy,” 
there is an “Essay on the Style of Dr. Samuel Johnson,” by 
the Reverend Robert Burrowes, whose respect for the great 
object of his criticism^ is thus evinced in the concluding 
paragraph ; “ I have singled him out from the whole body of 
English writers, because his universally-acknowdedged beauties 
would be most apt to induce imitation ; and I have treated 
rather on his faults, than his perfections, because an essay 
might comprize all the observations I could make upon his 
faults, while volumes would not be sufficient for a treatise on 
his perfections.” 

Mr. Burrowes has analysed the composition of Johnson, 

1 Mr. Cumberland assures me, that he «.vas always treated with, great courtesy by 
Dr. Johnson, who, in his “Letters to Mrs. Thrale,” VoL XL p. 63, thus speaks cf 
that learned, ingenious, and accomplished gentleman: “The want of company is an 
inconvenience, but Mr. Cumberland is a million." 

3 We must smile at a little inaccuracy of metaphor in the Preface toThe Transactions, 
which l» written by Mr, Burrowes, The criikk qf ths style Johnson having, with a 
just zeal for literature, observed, that the whole nation are called on to exert themselves, 
afterwards says : “ They are mlkd a» by every tye which can have a laudable iafluence 
on the heart of inan.” 



and pointed out its peculiarities with ' much acuteness ; and I 
would recommend a careful perusal of his Essay to those, who 
being captivated by the union of perspicuity and splendour 
which the writings of Johnson contain, without having a 
sufficient portion of his vigour of mind, may. be in danger of 
becoming bad copyists of his manner. I, however, cannot but 
observe, and I observe it to his credit, that this learned 
gentleman has himself caught no mean degree of the expansion 
and harmony, which, independent of all other circumstances, 
characterise the sentences of Johnson. Thus, in the Preface 
to the volume in which the Essay appears, we find, If it be 
said that in societies of this sort, too much attention is 
frequently bestowed on subjects barren and speculative, it may 
be answered, that no one science is so little connected with 
the rest, as not to afford many principles whose use may 
extend considerably beyond the science to which they primarily 
belong; and that no proposition is so' purely theoretical as to 
be totally incapable of being applied to practical purposes. 
There is no apparent connection between duration and the 
cycloidal arch, the properties of which duly attended, to, have 
furnished us mtli our best regulated methods of measuring time : 
and he who has made himself master of the nature and affections 
of the logarithmick curve, is not aware that he has advcmced 
considerably towards ascertaining the proportionable density of 
the air at its various distances from the ' surface of the earth.” 

The ludicrous imitators of Johnsoffis style are innumerable. 
Their general method is to accumulate hard words, without 
considering, that, although he was fond of introducing them 
occasionally, there is not a single sentence in all his writings 
where they are crowded together, as in the first verse of the 
following imaginaiy Ode by him to , Mrs. Thrale,^ which 
appeared in the news-papers: 

^ Johnson’s wishing to unite himself with, this rich widow, ^was much talked I 

believe without foundation. The report, however, gave occasion to a poem, not without 
characteristicai merit, entitled, “ Ode to Mrs. Thrale, by Samuel Johnson, LL. u. on 
their supposed approaching Nuptials printed for Mr..,Faulder,. in Bond-street.*-!*! shall 
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** Cervisial €Ui^ s miuate dame, 

Opins't thou this gigantick frame, 

Procumbing at thy shrine ; 

Shall, catenated by thy charms, 

A captive in thy ambient amis. 

Perennially ht 

This, and a thousand other such attempts, are totally unlike:^ 
the original, which the writers imagined they were turning into 
. , , ridicule. . There is not similarity enough for burlesque, or CTen 
for caricature. 

Mr. CoLMAN, in his ‘‘Prose on several occasions/' has “ A, 
Letter from Lexiphanes ; containing Proposals for a Gbsstiry 
or Vocabulary of the Vulgar Tongue : intended as a Supplement ' 
to a larger Dictionary.” It is evidently meant as a sportive , 
sally of ridicule on Johnson, whose style is thus imitated, 
without being grossly overcharged. “ It is easy to forsee, that 
the idle and illiterate will complain that I have increased their 
labours by endeavouring to diminish them ; and that I have 
explained what is more easy by what is more difficult- — ignotum 
per igmtius. I expect, ^ on the other hand, the liberal 
acknowledgements of the learned. He who is buried in 
scholastick retirement, secluded from the assemblies of the 
gay, and remote from the circles of the polite, will at once 
comprehend the definitions, and be grateful for such a season- 
able and necessary elucidation of his mother-tongue.” Annexed 
to this letter is a short specimen of the work, thrown together 
in a vague and desultory manner, not even adhering, , to 
alphabetical concatenation.^ 

The serious imitators of Johnson's style, whether intentionally 
or by the imperceptible effect of its .strength and .animationi, 
are, as I have had already occasion to obsen^e, so many, that 
1 might introduce quotations from a numerous body of writers 
in our language, since he. .appeared in, the , literary world. I 
shall point out the following ; 

William Robertson, D.D. 

“ In other parts of the globe, man, in his rudest state, 
appears as Lord of the creation, giving law to various tribes of 

1 “ Higledy pigglsdv, —Conglomeration and confusion. 

“ Hodge-podge, — A culinari^ mixture of heterogeneous ingredients ; applied rneta- 
phorically to all discordant combinations. 

“ Tit foh Tat, — Adequate retaliation. 

“ SHiLi.y Shally,— H esitation and irresolution. 

» 1 !--Gigantick intonations. 

I Rigmarole, —Discourse, incoherent and rhapsodical- 

■ .■*iCRiNCUM-csiA.NCUM,;^Lmes. of .irregularity and inYoIution. - 

Ding Dong, — T intinabulary .chimes, used metaphoricaily to signify dispatch and 
Yehemeace.^* 



animals which he has tamed and reduced to subjection. The 
Tartar follows his prey on the horse which' he has reared, or 
tends his numerous herds which fum-ish him both with food 
and clothing; the Arab has rendered the camel docile, and 
avails himself of its persevering strength; the Laplander has 
formed the rein-deer to be subservient to his will ; and even 
the people of Kamschatka have trained their dogs to labour 
This command over the inferiour creatures is one of the 
noblest prerogatives of man, and among the greatest efforts 
of his wisdom and power. Without this, his dominion is 
: incomplete, ■ He is a monarch' who has no 'Subjects,,;: a master , 
without servants; and must perform every operation by the 
' ^strength. of ,his own. 

Ed%vard Gibbon, Esq. 

“ Of all our passions and appetites, the love of power is of 
the most imperious and unsociable nature, since the pride of 
one man requires the submission of the multitude. In the 
tumult of civil discord the laws of Society lose their force, and 
their place is seldom supplied by those of humanity. The 
ardour of contention, the pride of victory, the despair of 
success, the memory of past injuries, and the fear of future 
dangers, all contribute to inflame the mind, and to silence the 
voice of pity.” ^ 

Miss Burney. 

** My family, mistaking ambition for honour,^ and rank for 
dignity, have long planned a splendid connection for me, to 
which, though my invariable repugnance has stopped any 
advances, their wishes and their views immoveably adhere. 
I am but too certain they will now listen to no other, I dread, 
therefore, to make a trial where I despair of success ; I know 
not how to risk a prayer with those who may silence me by a 
command.” ^ 

Reverend Mr. Nares."^ 

** In an enlightened and improving age, much perhaps is not 
to be apprehended from the inroads of mere caprice ; at such 

1 « History of America : ’* Vol. I. qtmrtOj p. 33 ®. 

S » Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, Vol, I. Chap. IV. 

s ** Cecdia.” Boole VII. Chap. I. , . .i 

* The oaakre which I quote is taken from that gentleman s Elements ov 
O^tTMOEPV * containing a distinct View of the -whole Analog of the English Language, 

far jis relates to Pronunciation, Accent, and QuanHty, X784. I beg leave 

to offer mv particular acknowledgements to the authour of a work of uncommon merit 
ind -Treat utility. I know no book which contains, in the same compass, more learriing, 
SteRtemture, sound sense, accuracy of arrangement, and perspicuity of expression. 
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a period it will generally be perceived, that needless irregularity 
is the worst of all deformities, and that nothing is so truly 
■elegant in language as the. simplicity of unviolated analogy,— 
Rules will, therefore, be observed, so far as they are known 
and acknowledged : but, at the same time, the desire of 
improvement having been once excited will not remain 
inactive ; and its efforts, unless assisted by knowledge, as much 
as they are prompted by zeal, will not unfrequentiy be found 
pernicious ; so that the very persons whose intention it is to 
perfect the instrument of reason, will ..deprave and disorder it,, 
unknowingly. At such a time, then, it becomes peculiarly 
necessary that the analogy of language should be fully examinee 
and understood ; that its rules should be carefully laid down ; 
and that it should be clearly known hoW' much , it contains, . 
which being already right should be defended from change 
and violation ; how much it has that demands amendment ; 
and how much that, for fear of greater inGonveiiiences, ■ must, 
perhaps, be left, unaltered, though irregular,” 

A distinguished authour in ‘‘ The Mirror,” ^ a periodical 
paper, published at Edinburgh, has imitated Johnson ver}’ 
closely. Thus, in No. i6. — The effects of the return of spring 
have been frequently remarked as well in relation to the human 
mind as to the animal and vegetable w^orid. The reviving 
power of this season has been, traced from the fields to the herds 
that inhabit them, and from the lower classes of beings up to 
man. Gladness and joy are described as . prevailing tiirough 
universal Nature, animating the low of the cattle, the carol oftiitv 
birds, and the pipe of the shepherd.” 

The Reverend Dr. Knox, master of Tunbridge-school, appears 
to have the mitari aveo of Johnson^s style perpetually in hi.s 
■mind a: and to. his assiduous, though not servile, study of it, wt 
may partly asciibe the extensive popularity of his writings.^ 

■.■■..l .,That collection. was 'presented - to Dr. Johnson, ,I believe by its authours; and I heard 
him. speak very well of it. 

2 It were to be wished, that he had imitated that great man in every respect, and 
not followed the example of Dr. Adam Smith, in imgraciously attacking "his venerabls 
Alma Mater ^ Oxford. It must, however, be observed, that he is much Ies.s to blame than 
Smith : he only objects to certain particulars Smith to the whole institution ; though 
Indebted for much of his learning to an exhibition which he enjoyed, for many years 
Baliol College. Neither of them, however, will do any hurt to the noblest university in the 
world. While I animadvert on what appears to me, exceptionable in some of the works in 
Dr. Knox, I cannot refuse due praise to others of his producti^^ns ; particularly his 
sermons, and to the spirit with which he maintains, against presumptuous hereticks, the 
consolatory doctrines peculiar to the Christian Revelation. This he has done in a manner 
equally strenuous and conciliating. Neither ought I to omit mentioning a remarkable 
Instance of his candour ; Notwithstanding the wide diffwonce of our opinions, upon the 



Ib fils ** Essays, Moral and Literary,” No^' 35"we‘ find ■ the 
following passage “ The polish of external grace may indeed 
be deferred till the approach of manhood. When solidity is 
obtained by pursuing the modes prescribed by our fore-fathers, 
then may the file be used. The firm substance will bear- 
attrition, and the lustre then acquired will be durable.” 

There is, however, one in No. ii, which is blown up into such 
tumidity, as to be truly ludicrous. The writer means to tell us, 
that Members of Parliament, who have run in debt by ex- 
travagance, will sell their votes to avoid an arrest,^ wLich he thus 
expresses ; — “They who build houses and collect costly pictures 
and furnitures, with the money of an honest artisan or mechanick, 
will be very glad of emancipation from the hands of a bailiff, 
by a sale of their senatorial suffrage.” 

But I think the most perfect imitation of Johnson is a pro- 
fessed one, entitled “A Criticism on Gray’s Elegy in a Country 
Church- Yard,” said to be written by Mr. Young, Professor of 
Greek, at Glasgow, and of which let him have the credit, unless 
a better title can be shewn. It has not only the particularities of 
Johnson’s style, but that very species of literary discussion and 
illustration for %vhich he was eminent. Having already quoted 
so much from others, I shall refer the curious to this perform- 
ance, With an assurance of much entertainment. 

Yet whatever merit there may be in any imitations of 
Johnson’s st3de, every good judge must see that they are obviously 
different from the original ; for all of them are either deficient 
in its force, or overloaded with its peculiarities ; and the power- 
ful sentiment to which it is suited is not to be found. 

Johnson’s affection for his departed relations seemed to grow 
warmer as he approached nearer to the time when he might hope 
to see them again. It probably appeared to him that he should 
upbraid himself with unkind inattention, were he to leave the 
world without having paid a tribute of respect to their memory. 

“ To Mr. Green, Apothecary, at Lichfield.^ 

“DEimSIR, 

“ I HAVE enclosed the Epitaph for my Father, Mothep and 
Brother, to be all engraved on the large size, and laid in the 


this Work, b«t thu,‘ 


important subject of University education, in a letter to me concerning — ~ i , ^ ^ ■ 

expresses himself : “ I thank for the very great entertainment your Life of Johnson 
gives me. It is a most valuahle work. Yours is a new species^of biography, nappy tor 
Tohnson, that he had so able a recorder of his wit and wisdom.” 

1 “ Dr. Knox, in his ‘ Moral and Literal ’ abstraction, may be excused lor not knowing 
the political regulations of his country. No senator can be in the hands of a baiiiti. 
s Vol. i. p. 630. ■ 
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middle aisle in St. Michael*s-chiirch, which I request the clergy- 
man and churchwardens to permit. 

** The first care must be to find the exact place of interment, 
that the stone may protect the bodies. Then let the stone be 
deep, massy, and hard ; and do not let the difference of ten 
pounds, or more, defeat our purpose. 

I have enclosed ten pounds, and Mrs. Porter will pay you 
ten more, which I gave her for the same purpose. What more 
is wanted shall be sent ; and I beg that all possible liaste may be 
made, for I wish to have it done while I am yet alive. Let me 
know, dear Sir, that you receive this. I am, Sir, 

“Your most humble servant, 

^ “Sam. Johnson.” 

^^Dec. 3 , 3784.^" 

“To Mrs. Lucy Porter, in Lichfield.^ 

. “ DEAR' MADAM, . . 

“ I AM very ill, and desire your prayers. • I have sent ' Mr, ■ 
Green the Epitaph, and a power to call on you for ten pounds. 

“ I laid this summer a stone over Tetty, in the chapel of 
Bromley, in Kent. The inscription is in Latin, of which this 
is the English. [Here a translation.] 

“That this is done, I thought it fit that you should know. 
What care will be taken of us, who can tell ? May God pardon 
and bless us, for Jesus Christas sake. 

“ I am, &c. 

“Sam. Johnson” 

“Dec. 2, 17S4.” 

My readers are now, at last, to behold Samuel Johnson 
preparing himself for that doom, from which the most exalted 
powers afford no exemption to man. Death had always been to 
him an object ofterrour ; so that though by no means happy, he 
still clung to life with an eagerness^ at wiiich many have 
wondered. At any time when he was ill, he was very pleased 
to be told that he looked better. An ingenious member of the 
Mumelian Cluh^ informs me, that upon one occasion, when 

1 [This lady, whose name so frequently ocairs in the coarse of this work, survived Dr. 
Johnson just thirteen months. She died at Lichfield in her 71st year, January 1:3, 1786, 
and bequeathed the pnncipai part of her fortune to the Rev. Mr. Pearson, of Lichfield.—- 
M.] 

® A Club in Londoiii founded by the learned and ingenious physician, Dr. Ash, in 
honour of whose name it was called Eumelian^ from the Creek : though it was 

warmly contended, and even put to a vote, that it should have the more obvious appel- 
lation of Eraximant from the Latin. 
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lie said to ^ him that he saw health retummg..to .his .cheeky.,;:.::,, 
Johnson seized hini by the hand and exclaimed, ”Sir, you are 
one of the kindest friends I ever had.” 

His own state of his views of futurity will appear truly rational 5. 
and oiay, perhaps, impress the unthinking with seriousness. 

'‘You know,^ (says he,)^ I never thought confidence with 
respect to futurity, any part of the character of a brave, a wise, 
or a good man. Bravery has no place where it can avail : 
nothing ; wisdom impresses strongly the consciousness of those 
faults, of which it is, perhaps, itself an aggravation; and. good--' 
:iiess, always, wishing to be better, and imputing every- deficienee - 
to criminal negligence, and every fault to voluntary corruption,, 
never dares to suppose the condition of forgiveness fulfilled, nor 
what is wanting in the crime supplied by penitence. 

“ This is the state of the best ; but what must be the com 
dition of him whose heart will not suffer him to rank himself 
among the best, or among the good? Such must be his 
dread of the approaching trial, as will leave him little attention 
to the opinion of those whom he is leaving for ever ; and the 
serenity that is not felt, it can be no virtue to feign.” 

His great fear of death, and the strange dark mamier in 
which Sir John Hawkins imparts the uneasiness which he ex- 
pressed on account of offences with which he charged himself, 
may give occasion to injurious suspicions, as if there had been 
something of more than ordinary criminality weighing upon his 
conscience. On that account, therefore, as well as from the 
regard to truth which he inculcated, ^ I am to mention, (with 
all possible respect and delicacy, however,) that his conduct 
after he came to London, and had associated with Savage and 
others, was not so strictly virtuous, in one respect, as when he 
was a younger man. It was well known, that his amorous- 
inclinations were uncommonly strong and impetuous. He 
owned to many of his friends, that he used to take wromen of 
the town to taverns, and hear them relate their history. — In 
short, it must not be concealed, that like many other good and 
pious men, among whom we may place the apostle Paul upon 
his ovm authority, Johnson was not free from propensities 
which were ever “ warring against the law of his mind,” — and 
that in his combats them, he was sometimes overcome. 

Here let the profane and licentious pause; let them not 
thoughtlessly say that Johnson was an kypocriU^ or that hi& 

1 Mrs. Thrale’s Collection, March lo, 5:784. Vol. II. p. SS®* 

a See what he said to Mr. Malone, pu 351. 
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^rindpks were not firm, beca-tise his praciim was not uniformly 
conformable to what he professed. 

Let the question be considered independent of moral and 
religiotis associations 5 and no man will deny that thousands, 
in many instances, act against conviction. Is a prodigal, for 
example, an hypocrite^ when he owns he is satisfied that his 
extravagance will bring him to ruin and misery? We are sure 
he believes it ; but immediate inclination, strengthened by in- 
dulgence, prevails over that belief in influencing his conduct. 
Why then shall credit be refused to the sincerify of those who 
acknowledge their persuasion of moral and religious duty, yet 
.sometimes fail of living as it requires ? I heard ■ Dr. J ohnson^ once 
observe, There is something noble in publishing truth, though 
it condemns one*s seif.” ^ And one who said in his presence, he 
had no notion of people being in earnest in their good professions, 
whose practice was not suitable to them,” was thus reprimanded 
by him : — are you so grossly ignorant of human nature as 
not to know that a man may be very sincere in good principles, 
without having good practice ? ” ^ 

But let no man encourage or soothe himself in presumptu- 
ous sin,” from knowing that Johnson was sometimes hurried 
into indulgences which he thought criminal. I have exhibited 
this circumstance as a shade in so great a character, both from 
my sacred love of truth, and to shew that he was not so weakly 
scrupulous as he has been represented by those who imagine 
that the sins, of which a deep sense was upon his mind, were 
merely such little venial trifles as pouring milk into his tea on 
Good-Friday. His understanding will be defended by my 
statement, if his consistency of conduct be in some degree 
impaired. But what wise man would, for momentary gratifica- 
tions, deliberately subject himself to suffer such uneasiness as 
we find was experienced by Johnson in reviewing his conduct 
as compared with his notion of the ethicks of the gospel ? Let 
the following passages be kept in remembrance : “0, God, 
giver and preserver of all life, by whose powder I was created, 
and by whose providence I am sustained, look down upon me 
with tenderness and mercy ; grant that I may not have been 
created to be finally destroyed ; that I may not be preserved 

P Journal of a Tonr to the Hebrides, 3rd edit. p. 209 (Sep. t4)- On the same subject, in 
his Letter to Mrs. Thrale, dated Nov. 29. 1783, he makes the following just observation ; 
“ Life, to be worthy of a rational being, must be always in progression ; we must always 
purpose to do more or better than in time past. The mind is esilarged and elevated by mere 
puiposesj, though they end as they began, by airy contemplation. We compare and judge, 
tthough we do not practise." 

3 Ibid, p, 374 (Oct. 25). 
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to add wickedness to wickedness.*^ O, Lord, let me not 
smk into total depravity ; look down upon me, and rescue me 
at last from the captivity of ^ sin.” ^ — « Almighty and most 
merciful Father, who hast continued my life from year to year, 
.grant that, by longer life I may become less desirous of sinful 
pleasures, and more careful of eternal happiness.”^ — ‘‘ Let mot 
■my ^ years ' be,, multiplied to increase ,my guilt; but' as. my "age..' 
advances, let me become more pure in my thoughts, more 
regular in my desires, and more obedient to thy laws.”^ — 

Forgive, O merciful Lord, whatever I have done contrary to 
thy 'laws. ■ G-ive me such a sense' of my wickedness as , may 
produce true contrition and effectual repentance ; so that when 
I shall be called into another state, I may be received among 
the sinners to whom sorrow and reformation have obtained 
pardon, for Jesus Christas sake. Amen.” ^ 

Such w^as the distress of mind, such the penitence of Johnson, 
in his hours of privacy, and in his devout approaches to his 
Maker. His smeerity, therefore, must appear to every candid 
mind unquestionable. 

It is of essential consequence to keep in view, that there was 
in this excellent man*s conduct no false principle of commuta- 
tion^ no deliberate indulgence in sin, in consideration of a 
counterbalance of duty. His offending, and his repenting, 
were distinct and separate : ® and when we consider his almost 
unexampled attention to truth, his indexible integrity, his con- 
stant piety, who will dare to ‘‘ cast a stone at him ? ” Besides, 
let it never be forgotten, that he cannot be charged with any 
offence indicating badness of hearty any thing dishonest, base, 
or malignant ; but, that, on the contrary, he was charitable in 
an extraordinary degree : so that even in one of his own rigid 
judgements of himself, (Easter eve, 1781,) while he says, ‘‘I 
have corrected no external habits ; ” he is obliged to own, ‘‘ I 
hope that since my last communion I have advanced, by pious 
reflections, in my submission to God, and my benevolence to 

I am conscious that this is the most difficult and dangerous 
part of my biographical work, and I cannot but be very anxious 
concerning it. I trust that I have got through it, preserving at 

i Prayers and Aleditations, p. 47. 2 Ibid. p. 68. 

Ibid, p* 84. ^ Ibid. p. rao. ^ ® Ibid. p. 130. 

6 Dr. Johnson related, with very earnest approbation, a story of a gentleman,^ in 
an impulse of passion, overcame the virtue of a young woman. When she said to him, 
“ I am afraid we have done wrong ! " he answered, “ Ves, we have done wxoi;g ; — for I 
would not dii?a.%tck her mttid.'* 

7 Prayers and Meditations, p. 192. 
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once my regard to truth,— to my friend,— and to the interests 
of virtue and religion. Nor can I apprehend that more harm 
can ensue from the knowledge of the irregularities of Johnson, 
guarded as I have stated it, than from knowing that Addison 
and Pameil were intemperate in the use of wine ; which he 
himself, in his Lives of those celebrated writers and pious men, 
has not forborne to record. 

It is not my intention to give a very minute detail of the 
particulars of Johnson^s remaining days, of whom it was now 
evident,, .that ' the,, crisis^ was fast approaching, when he must 
' die Ukemen^ and fall like one of the Princes Yet it will be 
instructive, as well as gratifying to the curiosity of my readers, 
tO' 'record a ,few, circumstances, on the authenticity of which 
they may perfectly rely, as I have been at the utmost pains to 
obtain an accurate account of his last illness, from the best 
authority. 

Dr. Heberden, Dr. Brocklesby, Dr. Warren, and Dr. Butter, 
physicians, generously attended him, without accepting any 
fees, as did Mr, Cruickshank, surgeon ; and all that could be 
done from professional skill and ability, was tried, to prolong 
a life so truly valuable. He himself, indeed, having, on 
account of his very bad constitution, been perpetually applying 
iiimself to medical inquiries, united his own efforts with those 
of the gentlemen who attended him ; and imagining that the 
dropsical collection of water which oppressed him might be 
drawn off by making incisions in his body, he, with his usual 
resolute defiance of pain, cut deep, when he thought that his 
surgeon had done it too tenderly.^ 

About eight or ten days before his death, when Dr. Brocklesby 
paid him his morning visit, he seemed very low and desponding, 
and said, “ I have been as a dying man all night.” He then 
emphatically broke out in the words of Shakspeare, 

“ Can'st thou not minister to a mind diseas'd ; 

Pluck from the memory a rooted sorrow ; 

Raze out the written troubles of the brain ; 

And, with some sweet oblivious antidote, 

Cleanse the stuifd bosom of that perilous stuff, 

Which weighs upon the heart ? ** 

To which Dr. Brocklesby readily answer’d, from the same great 
poet : 


t This bold experimeat, Sir John Hawkins has related m such a manner as to 
suggest a charge against Johnson of intcntiohally hastening his end ; a charge so very 
mconsistent with his character in every respect, that it is injurious even to refute it, as 
Sir John has thought it nec«ssary to doc It is evident, that what Johnson did iu hope* 
of relief, indicated an extraordinary eagerness to retard his dissoisitiom 
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— tberem tbe patient • 

Must minister to himself. ” 

Jotinson expressed himself much satisfied with the applicatioB* 
On another day after this, when talking on the subject of 
prayer. Dr. Brocklesby repeated from Juvenal,, 

■ ** Oranduwt £st^ ut sit mens sana in corport sam^** 
md so on to the end of the tenth satire ; but in running it 
quickly over, he happened, in the line, 

“ Qui spiirtmm vitis extremum inief munera ponat^* 

supremum for extremum*, at which Johnson’s 


.to pronounce — j 

critical ear instantly took offence, and discoursing vehemently 
on the unmetrical effect of such a lapse, he shewed himself as 
full as ever of the spirit of the grammarian. 

Having no other relations,^ it had been for some time John- 
son’s intention to make a liberal provision for his faithful 
servant, Mr. Francis Barber, whom he looked upon as particu- 
larly under his protection, and whom he had all along treated 
truly as an humble friend. Having asked Dr. Brocklesby 
what would be a proper annuity to a favourite servant, and 
being answered that it must depend on the circumstances of 
the master ; and, that in the case of a nobleman, fifty pounds 
a-year was considered as an adequate reward for many years’ 
faithful service ; — “ Then, (said Johnson,) shall I be nobiiissimus, 
for I mean to leave Frank seventy pounds a-year, and I desire 
you to tell him so.” It is strange, however, to think, that 
Johnson was not free from that general weakness of being 
averse to execute a will, so that he delayed it from time to time ; 
and had it not been for Sir John Hawkins’s repeatedly urging 

1 rXbe autbour in a former page has shewn the injustice of Sir John Hawkins's charge 
atrainst Johnson, with respect to a person of the name of Heely, whom he has maccurately 
represented as a relation of Johnson’s. See p. 577.~That Johnson was anxious to 
discover whether any of his relations were living, is evinced by the following letter, written 
not long before he made his Will : 

» To THE Rev. Dr. Vyse, in Lambeth. 

“ i AU desirous to know whether Charles Scrimshaw of Woodsease (I think,) in 
vour father's neighbourhood be now living ; what is bis condition, and where he may be 
found. If you can conveniently make any inquiry about him, and can do it without 
delay, it will be an act of great kindness to me, he being very nearly related to me. I 
beg [you] to pardon this trouble- 

k siixi) 

“ Your most humble servant, 

“ Bolt-Court, Fleet-street, ** Johnson. 

Nov. 29, X784." 

In conformity to the wish expressed in the preceding letter, an inquiry was i^de, hut 
no descendants of Charles Scrimshaw or of his psters, were discovered to be hvin|:.^ JDr. 
Vyse Informs me, that Dr. Johnson told him, “ he was disappoir^ed in the inquiries be 
kZ? after his relations.” There is therefore no_ground whatsoever for supposing 


6oo The Life of Dr. Johnson 

it, I think it is probable that his kind resolution would not 
have been fulfilled. After making one, which, as Sir John 
Hawkins informs us, extended no further than the promised 
annuity, Johnson’s final disposition of his ^ property was 
established by a Will and Codicil, of which copies are 
,-■ subjoined.^' . ■ . ■ 

In the name oE'Gob. Amen. I, Samuel Johnson,^ being in full possession .of 
niyiaculties, but fearing .this -night may put an end. to ,my life, do, ordain.' this m.y last .. 
Will and Testament. I bequeath to God, a soul polluted by many sins, but I hope 
porided by Jesus Chmst.— -I leave seven hundred and dfty po'unds . in ' the , hands , of 
Bennet Langton, Esq. : three hundred pounds in the bands of Mr. Barclay^ and Mr. 
Perkins, brewers ; one hundred and fifty pounds in the bands of Dr. Perov, Bishop of 
Dromore *, one thousand pounds, three annuities in the publlck fuEids ; and one 

hundred pounds now i> 5 ng bv me in ready money ; all these before-mentioned sums and 
property I leave, I say, to Sir Joshua Reynolds, Sir John Hawkins, and Dr. 'Willjam 
Scott, of Doctors Commons, in trust, for the following uses : — That is to say, to p.ay to 
the representatives of the late William Innys, bookseller, in St. Paul's Crutrch-yard, tire 
sum of two hundred pounds ; to Mrs. White, my female servant, one^ hundred pouruls 
stock in the three yitfr annuities aforesaid. The rest of the aforesaid suins of money 
and property, together with my books, plate, and household furniture, 1 leas-e to the 
before-mentioned Sir Joshua Reymolds, Sir John HawLins, and Dr. William Scott, akoiu 
trust, to be applied, after paying my debts, to the use of Francis Earber, my nuan-servan: 
a ne^o, la such aianner as they shall judge most fit and available to his benefit. And 1 
appoint the aforesaid Sir Joshua Reynolds, Sir John Hawkins, and Dr. William Scott, 
sole executors of this my last will and testament, hereby revoking all former wills and 
testaments whatever. In witness whereof I hereunto subscribe my name, and ainx my 
seal, this eighth day of December, 1784. 

“Sa.m. Johnson, (L. S.) 

Signed, sealed, published, declared and delivered, by the said testator, as 
his last will and testament, in the presence of us, the word being 
first inserted in the opposite page. 

“ Georgs Strahan, 

“ John Desmoulins." 

“ By w’ay of Codicil to my last will and testament, I, Samuel Johnson, give, devise, 
and bequeath, my messuage or tenement situate .at Lichfield, in the county of Stafford, 
with the appurtenances in the tenure and occupation of Mrs. Bond, of Lichfield afore- 
said, or of Mr. Hinchman, her under-tenant, to my executors, in trust, to sell and dispose 
of the same ; and the rnoney arising from such siile 1 give and bequeath as follows, viz. 
to Thomas and Benjamin, the sons of Fisher Johnson, late of Leice.ster, and Whit- 

ing, daughter of Thomas Johnson, late of Coventry, and the granddaughter of the said 
Thonm Johnson, one full and equal fourth part each ; but in case there shall be snoi'e 
mrand-daughters than one of the said Thomas Johnson, living at the time of my decease, 

1 give and bequeath the part or share of that one to and equally betw'een such grand- 
daughters. I give and bequeath to the .Rev. hir. Rogers, of Berkley, near Frooiu, in the 
county of Somerset the sum of one hundred pounds, requesting him to apply the same 
towards the maintenance of Elizabeth Herne, a lunatick. i also give and bequeath to my 
god-children, the son and daughter of hlauritius Lowe, painter, each of th«m, one 
hundred pounds of my stock in the three consolidated annuities, to be applied 

and disposed of by and at the discretion of my executors, in the education or Settieuieut 
in the world of them my said legatees. Also I give and bequeath to Sir John Hawkins, 
one of my Executors, the Annaies Ecclesiastid of Baronins, and .Holinshed'’s and Stowe’s 
Chronicles, and also an octavo Common Prayer-Book. To Bennet Langton, Esq. 1 give 
and bequeath my Polyglot Bible. To Sir Joshua Reynolds, my great French Dictioviury. 
by Martiniere, and my own copi’ of my folio English Dictionaiyq of the ia.se revision. 
To Dr. William Scott, one of my Executors, the Dictionnaire de Commerce, and 
Lectius’s edition of the Greek Poets. To Mr. Windham, PoetgK Graaci Heroici per 
Henricum Stepbanum. To the Rev. Mr. Strahan, vicar of Islington, in Middlesex. 
Mill’s Greek Testament, Beza’s Greek Testament, by Stephens, all my Latin Bibles, and 
my Greek Bible, by Wechelius. To Dr. Heberden, Dr, Brocklesby, Dr. Butter, and* 
Mr. Cruikshank, the surgeon who attended me, Mr. Holder, my apothecary, Gerar-l 
Hamilton, Esq., Mrs. Gardiner, of Snow-hill, Mrs. Frances Reynolds, hir. lioole, and 
the Reverend Mr. Hoole, his son, each a book at their election, to keep as a token oj 
remembrance. I also give and bequeath to Mr. John Desmoulms, two hundred pounds 
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The consideration of numerous papers of which he was 
possessed, seems to have struck Johnson’s mind, with a sudden 
anxiety, and as they were in great confusion, it is much to be 
lamented that he had not entrusted some faithful and cHscreet 
person with the care and selection of them ; instead of which, 



i'ojisolidated three per ceni. annuities : and to Mr. Sastres, the Italian Master, the suis, 
of ih’e pounds, to be laid out in book$ of piety for his own use. And whereas the said 
Bermet Bangton hath agreed Jn consideration of the -sum of seven hundred and fifty 
pounds, mentioned in my Vt-iil to be in his hands, to grant and secure an annuity of 
seventy pounds payable during the life of me and my servant, Francis Barber, and the 
life of the survivor of us, to hir. George Stubbs, in trust for us ; my mind and will is, tlmt 
in case of my decease before the said agreement shall be perfected, the said sum of seven 
hundred and' fifty pounds, and the bond for securing the said sum, shall go to the said 
Franvtis Barber ; and I hereby give and bequeath to him the same, in lieu of the bequest 
ill his favour, contained in my said will. And I hereby empower my^ Executors to deduct 
and retain all expences that shall or may be incurred in the execution of my said Will, 
or of this Codicil thereto, out of such estate and effects as I shall die possessed of. All 
the rest, residue, and remainder, of my estate, and effects I give and bequeath to my said 
Executors, in trust for the said Francis Barber, his Executors, and Administrators. 
Witness my hand and seal, this ninth day of December, 1784. 

“Sam. Johnson, (L. S.) 

“ Signed, sealed, published, declared, and delivered, by the said Samuel Johnson, as, 
and for a Codicil to his last Will and Testament, in the presence of us, who, in his 
presence, and at his request, and also in the presence of each other, have hereto 
subscribed our names as witnesses. 

“John Copkly, 

“William Gibson. 

“ Henry Cole.’’ 

Upon these testamentary deeds it is proper to make a few observations. 

His express declaration with his dying breath as a Christian, ^ it had been often 
practised in such solemn writings, v/as of real consequence from this great man, for the 
conviction of a mind equally acute and strong, might well overbalance the doubts of 
others who were his contemporaries. The expression polluted^ xass:y^ to some, convey 
an impression of more than ordinarj'' contamination; but that is not warranted by its 
genuine meaning, as appears from “ The Rambler,” No.^42. ^ The same word is used in 
the will of Dr. Sanderson, Bishop of Lincoln, v/bo was piety itself. ^ ^ ^ 

Ris legacy of two hundred pounds to the representatives of Mr. Innys, bookselierj, in 
St. .Paul’.s Churchyard, proceeded from a very worthy motive. He told Sir John Hawktns, 
that his father having become a bankrupt, Mr. Innys had assisted him, with money or 
credit to continue his business. “ This, (said he,) I consider as an obligation on me to be 
gratemi to his descendants.” . , . 

T'jje amount of his property proved to be considerably^more than he had supposed it to 
be. Sir John Kav'kins estimates the bequest to Francis Barber as a sum little .short of 
fifteen hundred pounds, including an annuity of seventy pounds to be paid to him by Mr. 
Tj-cueton, in consideration of seven hundred and fifty pounds, which Johnson had lent to 
that gen tiemmi. Sir John seems not a little angry at this bequest, and mutters “a caveat 
atrairist ostentatious bounty and favour to negroes." But surely when a man has money 
entire! ’* of Iiis own acquisition, especially wmen he has no near relations, he may, without 
blraue.’ dispose of it as he pleases, and with great propriety to a faithful servant, Mr. 
Barbel . bv the recommendation of his master, retired to Lichfield, where he might pass 
the rest of his days in comfort. ^ .■ ... , , , , 

It has been objected that Johnson has omitted many of his best friends, when leaving 
books to several as tokens of his last remembrance. The names of Dr. Adams, Dr. 
Taylor. Dr. Burney, Mr. Hector, Mr, Murphy, the Authour of this work, and others who 
were intimate with him, are not to be found in his Will. This may be accounted for by 
considering, that as be was very near his dissolution at the time, he probably mentioned 
«.-uch as happened to occur to him; and that he may have recollected, that he had 
formerly shewn others such proofs of his regard, that it was not necessary to crowd his 
Will with their names. Mrs. Lucy Porter was much displeased that nothing was left to 
her * but besides what I have now stated, she should have considered, that she had left 
nothing to JohiLSon by her Will, which was made during his life-time, as appeared at her 

enumerating several persons in one group, and' leaving them “each a book at their 
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he, in a precipitate manner, burnt large masses of them, with 
little regard, as I apprehend, to discrimiiiation. Not that I 
suppose we have thus been deprived of any compositions 
which he had ever intended for the publick eye ; but from 
what escaped the dames, I judge that many curious circum- 
stances relating both to himself and other literary characters, 
have perished. 

Two very valuable articles, I am sure we have lost, which 
were two quarto volumes, containing a full, fair, and most 
particular account of his own life, from his earliest recollection. 
I owned to him, that having accidentally seen them, I had read 
a great deal in them ; and apologizing for the liberty I had 
taken,' asked him if I could help it 'He placidly answered, 

Why, Sir, I do not think you could have helped it.” I said 
that I had, for once in my life, felt half an inclination to 
commit theft. It had come into my mind to carry off those 
two volumes, and never see him more. Upon my enquiring 
how this would have affected him, “Sir, (said he,) I believe I 
should have gone mad.”^ 

During his last illness, Johnson experienced the steady and 
kind attachment of his numerous friends. Mr. Hoole has 
drawn up a narrative of what passed in the visits which he paid 
him during that time, firom the loth of November to the ,i3tb 


election,” might possibly have given occasion to a curious question as to the order m 
choice, had they not luckily fixed on different books. His library, though by no means 
handsome in its appearance, was sold bj Mr. Christie, for two hundred and 'forty-seveD 
uounds, nine shillings ; many people being desirous to have a book which had belonged to 
Johnson. In many of them be had written little notes ; sometimes tender memorials 
of his departed wife ; as, “ This was dear Tetty's book : ’* sometimes occasional remarks-', 
of different sorts. Mr. Lysons, of Clifford’s inn, has favoured me with the tw'o following ; 

In “Holy Rules and Helps to Devotions by Bryan Duppa, Lord Bishop of Wintoii," 

In “The Rossicrucian infallible Axioniata, by John Heyden, Gent." prefixed to which 
are some verses addressed to the authour, signed Ambr. Waters, A. M. Cull. Ex. Oxon, 
Latin mrses were wriiien io Hobbes hy Bathurst, npms. his Treatise m Human 
Nature f and ha%>e no relation to the hook. An odd /rand.’' 

{Francis Barber, Dr. Johnson’s principal legatee, died in the infirmary at Stafford, aftei 
undergoing a painful operation, Feb. 13, iSor.— M.'j 

1 One of these volumes, Sir John Hawkins informs us, he put into bis pocket; for 
which the excuse he states is, that he meant to pre.serve it from falling into the bands of 
a person whom he describes so as to make it sufficiently clear who is meant ; “ having 
strong reasons, (said he,) to suspect that this man might find and make an ill use of the 
book. Why Sir John should suppose that the gentleman alluded to would act in this 
nianner, he has not thought fit to explain. But what he did was not approved of by 
Johnson ; who, upon being acquainted of it without delay by a friend, expressed great 
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of December, the day of his death, inclusive, and has favoured 

me with a perusal of it, with permission to make extracts, which 
I have done. Nobody was more attentive to ‘him than Mr, 
Langton,^ to whom he tenderly said, Te teneam martens defieimfe 
■tmmu. ^ And I think it highly to the honour of Mr. Windham, 
that his important occupations as an active statesman did not 
prevent him from paying assiduous respect to the dying Sage 
whom he revered. Mx, Langton informs me, that, '^one day 
he found Mr. Burke and four or five more friends sitting with 
Johnson. Mr. Burke said to him, am afraid, Sir, such a 
nnrnber of us may be oppressive to you/ — ‘No, Sir, (said 
Johnson,) it is not so ; and I must be in a wretched state, 
indeed, when your company would not be a delight to me.* 
Mr. Burke, in a tremulous voice, expressive of being very 
, tenderly affected, replied, / My dear Sir, you have always been 
too good to me/ Immediately afterwards he went away. This 
was the last circumstance in the acquaintance of these two 
. eminent men,** . 

The following particulars of his conversation within a few 
.days of his death, I give on the authority of Mr. ■■'John 

^ [^tr. Langton, whose name so often occurs in these volumes, survived Johnson several 
lie diea at Southampton, Dec. 18, iSoi, aged sixty-five. —M.] 

^ On the same undoxibted authority, I give a few articles, which should have been 
insertec* in chronoiogical order j but which, now that they are before me, I should be 

'■ .'.■sorry: to omit: 

‘‘ in ^736, Dr. Johnson had a particular inclination to have been engaged as an 
assistant to tlM Reverend Mr. Budworth, then head master of the Grammar-school, at 
prev/ooG, in Stafiordshire, ‘ an excellent person, who possessed eveiy talent of a perfect 
lostriictor ot youth, in a degree which, (to use the words of one of the brightest ornaments 
of Literature, the Reverend Dr. iJurd, Bishop of Worcester,) has been rarely found in 
any ol that profession since the days of Quintilian.' Mr. Budworth, ‘ who was less known 
in his kfe*time, from that obscure situation to which the caprice of fortune oft condemns 
the most accompUshed characters, than his highest merit deserved,’ had been bred under 
Mr, Blackwell, at MarKet Bosworth, where Johnson was some time an usher; which 
might uaturaHy lead to the application, Mr. Budworth was certainly no stranger to the 
learning or abiiities of Johnson, as he more than once lamented his having been under the 
necessity of declining the engagement, from an apprehension that the paraiytick affection, 
under which our great Philologist laboured through life, might become the object of , 
imitation or of ridicule, among his pupils*”— Captain Budworth, his grandson, has 
confirmed to me this anecdote. 

“ Among the early associates of Johnson, at St. John’s Gate, was Samuel Boyse, well 
known by his ingenious productions ; and not less noted for his imprudence, ft was not 
unusual for Boyse to be a customer to the pawnbroker. On one of these occasions, Dr. 
Johnson collected _a sum of money to redeem his friend’s clothes, which in two days after 
were pawned^ again. ‘ The sum, (said Johnson,) was collected by sixpences, at a time 
when to me sixpence was a serious consideration.’ 

“ Speaking one day of a person for whom he had a real friendship, but in whom vanity 
^vas somewhat too predominant, he observed, that ‘ Kelly was so fond of displaying on ms 
side-board the plate which he possessed, that he addea to it his, spurs. For my part, 
(said he,) I never was master of a pair of spurs, but once ; and they are now at the bottom 
of the ocean. By the carelessness of Boswell’s servant, they were dropped from the end 
'...■■;:";'0.f„tbe .boatj,. on ■'■'Our. '.return '.from the. Isle' of Sky.* . 

The late Reverend Mr. Samuel Badcock, haring been introduced to Dr. Johnson, 
by Mr. Nichols, some years before his death, thus expressed himself in, a letter to that 
geiitleinan. 
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**He said, that the Parliamentary Debates were the only 
part of his writings which then gave him any compunction : 
but that at the time he wrote them, he had no conception he was 
imposing upon the ■world, though they were frequently written 
from very slender materials, and often, from none at ail, — the 
mere coinage of his own imagination. He never wrote any 
part of his works with equal velocity. Three columns of ^ the 
■Magazin^^^ hour, .was no uncommon effort, which was 

faster than most persons could have transcribed that quantity. 

' ‘‘Df his friend Cave, he- always spoke with great affection. 
* Yet, (said he), Cave, (who never looked out of his windov/, but 
with a view to the Gentleman’s Magazine,) was a penurious 
.paymaster; he would contract .for lines by .the hundred, and... 
expect the long hundred; but he was a good man, and always 
delighted to have his friends at his table.’ 

“ When talking of a regular edition of his own works, he said, 
that he had power, [from the booksellers,] to print such an 
edition, if his health admitted it ; but had no power to assign 
over any edition, unless he could add notes, and so alter them 
as to make them new works ; which his state of health forbade 
him to think of. I may possibly live, (said he,) or rather 
breathe, three days, or perhaps three weeks; but find myself 
daily and gradually weaker. 

“ He said at another time, three or four days only before his 
death, speaking of the little fear he had of undergoing a 
chirurgical operation, ‘ I would give one of these legs for a year 
more of life, I mean of comfortable life, not such as that 
which I now suffer;’ — and lamented much his inability to 
read during his hours of restlessness. *I used formerly, (he 
added,) vrhen sleepless in bed, fo read like a Turk? 

Whilst confined by his last illness, it was his reg^ilar 
practice to have the church-service read to him, by some atten- 
tive and friendly Divine. The Rev. Mr. Hoole performed this 
kind office in my presence for the last time, when, by his own 
desire, no more than the litany was read; in which his 
responses were in the deep and sonorous voice which jVIr. 

How much 1 am obliged to you for the favour you did me in introducing me to Dr. 

:Tani4m-'Vidi Virgfiium, But to, have seen hisn, and -to .have -received - a 
testimony of re.spect from him, was enough. I recollect all the conversation, and shall 
never forget one of his expressions. — Speaking of Dr. J**-***^**^ (whose writings, 1 saw, 
he estimated at a low rate,) he said, ‘ 'i'ou have proved him as dehcient in as he 

is in learning.’ — I called him an ^ I ndeX‘Scholar\ ' but he was not willing to allow him a 
claim- even, to that merit,,. He- -said,- ‘that he borrowed from those who had been borrowers 
themselves, and did not know that the mistakes he adopted had been answered by others.’ 
—I often think of our short, but precious, visit to this great man. I shall consider it 
as a kind of an ara in my life.** 



Boswell has occasionally noticed, and with the most profound 
devotion that can be imagined. His hearing not being quite 
perfect, he more than once interrupted Mr. Hoole, with, 
“ Louder, my dear Sir, louder, I entreat you, or you pray in 
vain I ^ — and, when the service was ended, he, with great 
earnestness, turned round to an excellent lady who was present, 
■sa^uBg, I thank you. Madam, very heartily, for your kindness 
in joining me in this solemn exercise. Live well, I conjure 
you ; and you will not feel the compunction at the last, which 
I now feel’ So truly humble were the thoughts which this 
great and good man entertained of his own approaches to religious 
■perfection.' ■ 

''He was earnestly invited to publish a volume of Devo- 
tionai Exercises \ but this, (though he listened to the pro- 
posal with much complacency, and a large sum of money 
was offered for it,) he declined, from motives of the sincerest 

modesty. 

" He seriously entertained the thought of translating Thumius. 
He often talked to me on the subject ; and once, in particular, 
when I %vas rather wishing that he would favour the world,, 
and gratify his Sovereign, by a Life of Spenser, (which he said 
that he wrould readily have done, had he been able to obtain 
any new materials for the purpose,) he added, ‘ I have been think- 
ing again, Sir, of Thuanus : it would not be the laborious task 
which you have supposed it. I should have no trouble but 
that of dictation, which w'ould be performed as speedily as an 
amanuensis could write.’ ” 

It is to the mutual credit of Johnson and Divines of different 
communions, that although he was a steady Church-of-England 
man, there was, nevertheless, much agreeable intercourse 
between him and them. Let me particularly name the late 
Mr, La Trobe, and Mr. Hutton, of the Moravian profession. 
His intimacy with the English Benedictines, at Paris, has been 
mentioned ; and as an additional proof of the charity in which 
he lived with good men of the Romish Church, I am happy 
in this opportunity of recording his friendship with the 
Reverend lliomas Hussey, D.D. His Catholick Majesty’s 
Chaplain of Embassy at the Court of London, that very 
respectable man, eminent not only for his powerful eloquence 
as a preacher, but for his various abilities and acquisitions. — 
Na}v tkough Johnson loved a Presbyterian the least of all, this 
did not prevent his having a long and uninterrupted social 
cohnectiqn with the Reverend Dr. James Fordyce, who, since 
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liis death, hath gratefully celebrated him in a warm strain of 
devotional composition. 

Amidst the melancholy clouds which hung over the dying 
Johnson, his characteristical manner shewed itself on different 
occasions. 

When Dr. Warren in the usual style, hoped that he was 
better ; his answer was, No, Sir ; you cannot conceive with 
what acceleration I advance towards death.” 

A man whom he had never seen before was employed one 
night to sit up with him. ■ Being asked next morning how he 
liked his attendant, his answer was, “Not at all, Sir: the 
fellow^s an ideot ; he is as aukward as a turn-spit when first put 
into the wheel, and as sleepy as a dormouse.” 

Mr. Windham having placed a pillow conveniently to support 
him, he thanked him for his kindness, and said, “ That will do, 
— all that a pillow can do.” 

He repeated with great spirit a poem, consisting of several 
stanzas, in four lines, in alternate rhyme, which he said he had 
composed some years before,^ on occasion of a rich, extravagant 
young gentleman^s coming of age ; saying he had never repeated 
it but once since he composed it, and had given but one copy 
of it That copy was given to Mrs. Thrale, now Fiozzi, who 
has published it in a Book which she entitles “ British 
Synonymy,” but which is truly a collection of entertaining 
remarks and stories, no matter whether accurate or not. Being 
a piece of exquisite satire, conveyed in a strain of pointed 
vivacity and humour, and in a manner of which no other 
instance is to be found in Johnson’s writings, I shall here 
insert it : 

Long-expected one-and-twenty, 

Lingering year, at length is flown : 

Pride and pleasure, pomp and plenty- 
Great *** 

Loosen’d from the Minor’s tether, 

Free to mortgage or to sell, 

Wild as wind, and light as feather, 

Bid the sons of thrift farewell. 

Call the Betseys, Kates, and Jennies, 

All the names that banish care ; 

Lavish of your grandsire’s guineas, 

Show the spirit of an heir. 

1 [In 1:780. See bis Letter to Mrs. Thrale, dated August 8, 1780 : “ You have heard In 
the papers bow * * * is come to age : I have enclosed a short song of congi-atulation, which 
TOU must not shew to any body.— *11 is odd that it should come into any body’s head. I 
hope you will read it with candour ; it is I believe, one of the authour’s first essays in that 
way of wTitmgt and a beginner is alwaysto be treated with tenderness.**— M.] 
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Joy to see their quarry fly ; 

There the gamester, light and jolly, 

^;o:;;;^'\:;'^Th&e the lender, grave and sly. 

; ; ; Wealth, my iad,„ was made to wander, 

'%et it wander asdt wiil'^ 

Call the jockey, , call, the pander, 

' Bid them come and take their fiH. 

When the bonny blade carouses, 

Pockets Ml, and spirits high — 

. What, are acres ? what are houses? ■ 

' Only dirt, or wet or dry. 

Should the guardian friend or mother, 

Tell the woes of wilful waste : 

Scorn their counsel, scorn their pother, — 

You can hang or drown at last. 

As he opened a note which his servant brought to him, he 
said, An odd thought strikes me : — we shall receive no letters 
in . the grave. , , . . « 

He requested three things of Sir Joshua Reynolds: — ^To- J 

forgive him thirty pounds which he had borrowed of him ; — to 
read the Bible ; — ^and never to use his pencil on a Sunday. Sir 
Joshua readily acquiesced. 

Indeed he shewed the greatest anxiety for the religious 
improvement of his friends, to whom he discoursed of its 
infinite consequence. He begged of Mr. Hoole to think of 
what he had said, arid to commit it to writing ; and, upon being 
afterwards assured that this was done, pressed his hands, and in 
an earxiest tone thanked him. Dr. Brocklesby having attended 
him with the utmost assiduity and kindness as his physician 
and friend, he was peculiarly desirous that this gentleman 
should not entertain any loose speculative notions, but be con- 
firmed in the truths of Christianity, and insisted on his writing 
down in his presence, as nearly as he could collect it, the import 
of w%at passed on the subject : and Dr. Brocklesby having 
complied with the request, he made him sign the paper, and 
urged him to keep it in his own custody as long as he lived. 

Johnson, with that native fortitude, which, amidst all his 
bodily distress and mental sufferings, never forsook him, asked 
Dr. Brocklesby, as a man in whom he had confidence, to tell 
him plainly whether he could recover. “ Give me (said he) a 
direct answer.^' The Doctor having first asked him if he could 
bear the whole truth, which way soever it might lead, and 
being answered that he could, declared that, in his opinion, he 
could not recover without a miracle. “ Then,' '(said Johnson,) 
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I will take no more physick, not even my opiates : for I have 
prayed that I may render up my soul to God unclouded/^ In 
this resolution he persevered, and, at the same time, used only 
the weakest kinds of sustenance* Being pressed by Mr* Wind- 
ham to take somewhat more generous nourishment, lest too low 
a diet should have the very effect' "which he dreaded, by 
debilitating his mind, ' he said, “ I will take any thing but 
inebriating sustenance.” 

The Reverend Mr. Strahan, who was the son of his friend, 
and had', been always one of his great favourites, had, during his 
' last illness, the satisfaction of contributing to soothe and com- 
fort him. , That gentleman's -house at .Islington, of which he is 
Vicar, afforded Johnson, occasionally and easily, an agreeable 
change of place and fresh air ; and he attended also upon him 
in town in the discharge of the sacred offices of his profession. 

Mr. Stahan has given me the agreeable assurance, that, after 
being in much agitation, Johnson became quite composed, and 
continued so till his death. 

.' ^Dr. Brocklesby, who will not be suspected of fanaticism,, 
obliged me with the following accounts : 

** For some time before his death, all his fears were calmed 
and absorbed by the prevalence of his faith, and his trust in the 
merits and propitiation of Jesus CHPasT. 

“ He talked often to me about the necessity of faith in the 
sacrifice of Jesus, as necessary beyond all good works whatever, 
for the salvation of mankind. 

“ He pressed me to study Dr. Clarke and to read his sermons. 
I asked him why he pressed Hr. , Clarke, an Arian.^ . * Because, 
(said he,) he is fullest on the propitiatory sacrifice J ” 

Johnson having thus in his mind the true Christian scheme, 
at once rational and consolatory, uniting justice and mercy in the 
Divinity, with the improvement of biiman nature, previous to 
his receiving the Holy Sacrament, in his apartment, composed 
and fervently uttered his prayer : ^ 

i The change of his sentiments with regard to Dr. Clarice, is thtis menticned to me in a 
letter from the late Dr- Adams, Master of Pembroke College, Oxford.—" The Doctor’s 
prejudices were the strongest, and certainly in another sense the %veake$t, that 
possessed a sensible man. You know his extreme zeal for orthodoxy. But did you ever 
hear what he told me himself? That ha had made it a rule not to admit Dr. Clarke’s name 
in his Dictionary. This, however, wore off. At some distance of time he advised with m.e 
what books he should read in defence of the Christian Religion. I recommended 
‘ Clarke’s Evidences of Natural and Revealed Religion,' as the best of the kind : and I 
find in what is called his * Prayers and hfeditations,’ that he was frequently employed 
'in the latter part of his time in reading Clarke’s Sermons.” 

^ The Reverend ^Mr. Stahan took care to have it preserved, and has inserted It In 
^ Prayers and Meditations, ” p. aid. ■ . 
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“Almighty and most merciful Father, I am now as to 
human eyes it seems, about to commemorate, for the last time, 
the death of thy Son Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Redeemer. 
Grant, 0 Lord, that my whole hope and confidence may be in 
his merits, and thy mercy ; enforce and accept my imperfect 
repentance ; make this commemoration available to the con- 
firmation of my faith, the establishment of my hope, and the 
enlargement of my charity ; and make the death of thy Son Jesus 
Christ effectual to my redemption. ' ' Have mercy upon me, and 
pardon the multitude of my offences. ' Bless my -friends;' have' 
mercy upon all men. Support me, by thy Holy Spirit, in the 
days of weakness, and at the hour of death ; and receive me, 
at my death, to everlasting ' happiness, for the sake' of Jesus 
Christ. Amen.’’ 

Having, as has been already mentioned, made his will on 
the 8tli and gth of December, and settled ail his worldly affairs, 
he languished till Monday, the 13th of that month, when he 
expired, about seven o’clock in the evening, with so little 
apparent pain that his attendants hardly perceived when his 
dissolution took place. 

^ Of his last moments, my brother,- Thomas David, has fur- 
nished me with the following particulars : 

“ The Doctor, from the time that he was certain his death 
was near, appeared to be perfectly resigned, was seldom or 
never fretful or out of temper, and often said to his faithful 
servant, who gave me this account, ' Attend, Francis, to the 
salvation of your soul, which is the object of greatest import- 
ance : ’ he also explained to him passages in the scripture, and 
seemed to have pleasure in talking upon religious subjects. 

“On Monday, the 13 th of December, the day on 'which he 
died, a Miss^ Morris, daughter to a particular friend of his, 
called, and said to Francis, that she begged to be permitted to see 
the Doctor, that she might earnestly request him to give her 
his blessing, Francis went into his room, followed by the 
young lady, and delivered the message. The Doctor turned 
himself in the bed, and said, ^ God bless you, my dear ! ’ 
These were the last words he spoke. — His difficulty of breath- 
ing increased till about seven o’clock in the evening, when Mr. 
Barber and Mrs. Desmoulins, who were sitting in the room, 
observing that the noise he made in breathing had ceased, went 
to the bed, and found he was dead.” 


About two days after his death, the following very agreeable 

VOL. in u 




u 


6io The Life of Dr. Johnson 

account was communicated to Mr. Malone, in ^ letter by the 
Honourable John Byng, to whom I am much obliged for grant- 
ing me permission to introduce it in my work. 

“ DEAR SIR, , , . ... 

■ ^ Since I sew you, I h.EVO had a dong conTersEtioii^wita 
Cawston,^ who sat up with Dr. Johnson, from nine o^clock on 
Sunday evening, till ten o’clock on Monday mornmg. And, 
from what I can gather from him, it should seem, that Dr. 
Johnson was perfectly composed, steady in hope, an<i resigned 
to death.' At the interval -of each hour, theyassisted .hiin^ to 
sit up in his bed, and moved his legs, which w^ere m much pam ; 
when he regularly addressed himself to fervent prayer ; and 
though, sometimes, his voice failed him, his sense never ^ md,, 
during that time. The only sustenance he received, was cyder 
and water. He said his mind was prepared, and the time to 
his dissolution seemed long. At six in the mornmg, he 
enquired the hour, and, on being informed, said that ail went 
on regularly, and he felt he had but a few hours to live. 

** At ten o’clock in the morning, he parted from Cawston, say- 
ing, * You should not detain Mr. Windham s servant : I 
thank you : bear my remembrance to your master.’ Cawston 
says, that no man could appear more collected, more devout, 
or less terrified at the thoughts of the approaching minute. 

‘‘This account, which is so much more agreeable than, and 
somewhat different from, yours, has given us the satisfaction of 
thinking that that great man died as he lived, full of resigna- 
tion, strengthened in faith, and joyful in hope.” 

A few days before his death, he had asked Sir John Hawkins, 
as one of his executors, where he should be buried 5 and on 
being answered, ** Doubtless, in Westminster- Abbey,’ seemed 
to feel a satisfaction, very natural to, a Poet j and indeed, in, my 
- : opinion very natural to every man of any imagination, who has 
no family sepulchre in which he can be laid mth his ^ fathers. 
Accordingly, upon Monday, December 20, his remains were 
deposited in that noble and renowned edifice ; and over his 
grave was placed a large blue flag-stone, with this inscription : 

“Samuel Johnson, ll.b. 

OMit XIII die Decembris^ 

Anno Domini 

M.DCC.LXXXIV. 

Miatis mm lxxv.” 

I Semct to the Eight Honorable Wiiliam Windham. 
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His funeral was attended by a respectable number of his 
friends, particularly such of the members of The Literary 
Club as were then in town ; and was also honoured with the 
pieseiice pf several of the Reverend Chapter of Westminster 
Mr Burke, Sir Joseph Banks, Mr. Windham, Mr. Langton,' 
wir.^ .Ckaries Bunhuryj.aiid Mr. Coleman, ■ bore liis^ pall His 
school-fellow, Dr. Taylor, performed the mournful office of 
reading the burial service. 

^ I trust, I shall not be accused of affectation, when I declare, 
tnat I iinci myself unable to express ail that I felt upon the loss 
Oi such a “ Guide, Philosopher, and Friend.'^ ^ I shall, there- 
fore, iiot ,say one word of myovm, but adopt'- those of an' 
.eminent friend, ^ .which ■ he uttered with an abrupt felicity, 
superior to all studied compositions He has made a chasm, 
which not only nothing can fill up, but which nothing has a 
tendency to fill up. — Johnson is dead.— Let' us go to the next 
best: there is nobody no man can be said to put you in 
. mind of Johnson.’’ ^ ^ ; . 

As Johnson had abundant homage paid to him during his 
life,'^ so 110 writer in this nation ever had such an accumulation 


su^ect of Johnson J may adopt the words of^ Sir John Harrington, concern- 
wg hisprenerable lutxirand Diocestin, Dr. John Still, Bishop of Bath and Wells ; ‘who 
.rath given me soine helps, more hopes, all encouragements in my best studies : to whom 
never came but I grew more religious ; from whom I never went, but I parted better 
mstruc^'G. Ut him therefore, rny acquaintance, mv friend, mv instrn/'tnr if T “ 


airmo to dispute with him : and he finding his own strength, could not stick to warn 
them in their arguments to take heed to their answers, like a perfect fencer that will tell 
aforenanc m which button he will give the venew, or like a cunning chess-player that will 
appoint alorehaad with which pawn and in what place he will -give the mate.”— 


^ [ Fne late Ivight Hon. "William ^ Gerrard Hamilton, who had been intimately 
acquainted with hr. Johnson near thirty years. He died in London, July 16, 1706- in 
^ his,si..xty”eighthyear.— M.] . w ». 

Beside the Dedications to him by Dr. Goldsmith, the Reverend Dr. Franklin, and the 
Keveiend iMr. Wil.son, which I have mentioned according to their dates, there was one 
ny a lanr, ol a versification of “ Amngait and Ajut,” and one by the ingenious Mr. Walker, 
o! ni£ ‘ Roetoncal Grammar.” 1 have introduced into this work several compliments paid 
to awi m the writings of his contemporaries ; but the number of them is so great, that we 
may fairly say that there was almost a general tribute. 

Let me net be forgetful of the honour done to him by Colonel Myddleton, of 
Gv/aynynog, near Denbigh ; who, on the banks of a rivulet in . his park, where 
Johason oeiighted to stand and repeat verses, erected an urn with the following 
mscnption : _ 

“ This spot was often dignified by the presence of 
Samuel Johnson, LL-D. . 

"Whose moral writings, exactly conformable to the precepts of Christianity, 

Gave ardour to Virtue and confidence to Truth."' 

As no inconsiderable circumstance of his fame, we must reckon the extraordinary real 
of the artists to extend and perpetuate his image, .' I ;can enumerate a bust by Mr. 
Nolkkens, and the many casts which are made from it ; several pictures by Sir Joshua 
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of literary honoors after his death. A sermon upon that CYeiit 
was preached in St. Mary’s churchj Oxford^ before the 
Unkersity, by the Reverend Mr. Agutterj of Magdalen Col- 
lege.^^ "The’ LiveSj the Memoirs^ the Essays,' both in prose and 
verse, which have been published concerning him, would make 
many volumes. The numerous attacks too upon him, I con- 
sider as part of his consequence, upon the principle which he 
himself so well knew and asserted. Many who trembled at his 
presence, w^ere fonvard in assault, when they no longer appre- 
hended danger. When one of his little pragmatical foes was 
invidiously snarling at his fame, at Sir Joshua Reynolds’s table, 
the Reverend Dr. Parr exclaimed, with his usual bold^ anima- 
tion, Ay, no.w that the - old lion is dead, every ass thinks , he 
may kick at him.” ■ 

■ A. monument for him, in ■l¥estmmster“ Abbey, was resolved 
upon soon after his death, and w^as supported by a most 
respectable contribution; but the Dean and Chapter' of St 
FauFs, having come to a resolution, of admitting monuments 

' ..Reynolds from one of which, in the possession of the Duke of Dorset, .Mr. .Ku'niphry 
executed a beautiful miniature in enamel ; one Mrs. Frances .Reynolds, Sir Jos.!2ua.*.s 
sister i one by Mr. ZoSanv ; and one by Mr, Opie .; and the following ^engravings of his 

S ortrait : i. One .by Cooke, from Sir Joshua, for the Proprietors* edition, of Ills folio 
Actionary, — o. One from- ditto, by ditto, for their quarto edition. — 3. One from Opie, 

, by Heath, for Harrison’s -edition of his Dictionary, --4, One^from Nollekens’ bust of liiai, 
by Bartolozzi, for Fieldmg’s quarto edition of bis Dictionary. — 5. One small, from 
Harding, by Trotter, for his “ Beauties.” — 6. One small, from Sir Joshua, by Trotter. 


Simco, etched b5i' Trotter, for another edition of his Lives of the Poets.” — g.*One 
.small, no. i^ainter’s name, ^etched by Taylor, for his One folio whole- 

length, with his oak-stick, as described in Boswell’s Tour,” drawn ai3d etched by 
.. Trotter.*— XI. One large mezzotinto, from Sir Joshua, by Doughty.:-— la. One large " 
Ronxan head, from Sir Joshua, by MarchL — 13. One octavo," bolding a book to liis eyo, 
from Sir Joshua, by Hall, for his works.— 14. One small, from a drawing from the iffe, 
and engraved^by Trotter, for bis Life published by Kearsley. — 15. One Large, from 
Opie, by Mr. Townley, (brother of Mr. Townley, of the Commons,) an ingenioiss artist, 
"Who resided. some time aj Berlin, and has the honour of 'bei.n.g engraver to his' .Majesty: the - 
: :.K;ing of Prussia. This is one of the finest mezzotintos that ever was e.\*ecuted f .anti vviiai 
rendered it of extraordinaiy value, Jhe plate was destroyed after four or five iinpi-essionb 
only were taken olT. One of them is in the po.sses.sioa of "Sir William Scott. Mr. Townley 
has lately been prevailed with to execute and publish another of the srmw, that it may hr 
more generally circulated among the admirers of Dr. Johnson.— 16. One large, from Sii 
Joshua’s first picture of him, by Heath, for this work, in quarto. —17. One octavo, by 
Baker, for the octavo edition.— 18. And one for “ Lavaler’s Essays on Physiognomy,” ir; 
which Johnson’s countenance is analysed upon the principles of 'that fanciful vTlter,™ 
There are also several seals with his head cut on them, particularly a %’<;ry fine one ly 
that eminent artist, Edward Burch, Esq. R. A. in the possession of the younger Dr, 
Charles Burney. 

Let me add, as a proof of the popularity of his character, th.ut there a:e copper pieces 
strack at Bhrainghm, with his head impressed on them, which pass current as half-pence 
there, and in the neighbouring parts of the country. 

^ It is not jet published.— In a letter to me, Mr. Agutter says, “ My sermon before 
the University was more engaged with Dr. Johnson’s m&rai than his intelicchmi' 
character. It particularly examined his fear of dAth, and suggested several reasons for 
the apprehensions of the good, and the indifference of the infi'del in their last hours ; 
was illustrated by contrasting the death of Dr. Johnson and Mr. Hume ; the text was Job 
*xi. aa — a6.” 
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there, upon a liberal and magnificent plan, that Cathedral was 

afterwards ^ fixed .oiij as,, the place ^ in which a cenotaph should 
be erected to his memory ; and in the cathedral of his native 
,€% of Liehheld, a smaller one is to be erected.^ To compose' 
his epitap,!!^ could , not but excite the warmest competition of 
geiiiiis. ^ if laudan. 0 iaudai^? vi.T0 be praise which is highly 
estimable, I should not forgive myself were I to omit the fol- 


^ I'l'his ,Hicnu,nient' h.s.s been sin,ce, erected. 
ber.eath, on which is this inscriptioa 


It consists of a Medallion, with a tables. 


■■ “ The friends of Samuel JoHNSO»N, LL.D. '' 

, A, Native of Lichfield, 

Erected^ this Monument, 

, As a tribute of respect ■ 

,■ . the Memory of a man 'Of ejctensive learning, 

A. a'!SUngmshed_morai writer, and a sincere Christian, 

Ke died Dec. 13, 17S4, aged 75.’' 

■ , A., 

ull'SiefirwIjinrsii'SCEs?® it. thus himsaf 



uuiupoaiuon, m wmcii alone tPey am be expressed, with oroDrieiv. 

ttpon his ''monument. ^ 

Blit I imdmtand that triis great scholar, and warm admirer of Johnson, .has yielded^ to 
iffipeatec soiicitatioiis, ana executed the very difijcult undertahing. 

, IDr. jch'nsoii s JMonument, consisting of a Colossal Figure. leaning asrainst a cahtmr^ 
reMBibliag him.) has since the death of our aufhoL bc^u phced S 
St. 1 aul s Catutdiai, naving been first opened to publick view, Feb. t'7o5 '’S'he 
was written by, the Rev. Dr, Parr, and is as follows : -be 

A' t Q 

SAMVELI • iOHNSON 

GRAMMATICO * ET * CRITICO 
.... SCR.IPTORVM' • ANGLICOIIVM ..VLITTERATE * VERITO 
FOETAE • LVM 1 NIEV.S " SENTENTIARVM 
' ET • PO^NDElU.BVS. * VERBORVM * ADMIRABIU 
.MAGIST.ro * VIETVTIS.* GRAVISSiMO 
, HOMINI. ' ' .OPTIMO ■* ET * SINGVLARIS ‘ EXEMPLI 

QV.i. * VIXIT, • .ANBt * LXXy • MENS * ll • 'DIES • xml. 

■ PFXESSiT • IDIB * '.'DECEMBR ,* ANN * CHRIST * cl3 VlSCC' * LXXXIIli ■ 

./ '.S'EFV'LT ,* IN *.AED * SANCT VPETR..' WltSTMONASTERIRNS. 

XIU • ■K..%L. MAN VAR. • 'ANN ' CHRIST * Cl3'.’ 'lOCC-* LXXXV- . 

AMICI * ET, * SODALES ’'LITTERARII' 

PECVNIA • CONLATA 
• ; H *' .M ,'* ^ FACIVND * ,CVRAVER, 

On & scroll in his hand are the follotving words : 

ENMAKAPESSniONnNANTAHIOSEIHAMOIBH ■' 

0,n one side of the monument— F aciebat ■, Johannes '' Bacon, ■ Scvlptor ' Ann* 


The Subscription for this monument, which cost eleven hundred guineas, wasbema 
by the Litkkary Club, and completed by the aid of Dr. Johnson’s other friends and 
aamirersi,:— Mil' 
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lowing sepulchral verses on the authour of The English 
Dictionary, written by the Right Honourable Henry Flood : ^ 

** No need of Latin or of Greek to grace 

Our Johnson’s memory, or inscribe his grave; 

His native language claims this mournful space, 

To pay the immortality he gave/’ 

The character of Samuel Johnson has, I trust, been so 
developed in the course of this work, that they, who have 
honoured it with a perusal, may be considered as well 
■acquainted with him.. As, however, it may be expected that I 
should collect' into one view , the ' capi.tal . and distinguishing 
' features of this .extraordinary man, .1 shall endea¥Oii.r to acquit 
myself of that part of my biographical undertaking,^ however 
difficult it may be to. do that 'which many .of my readers will do 
better for themselves. 

.■ His figure was large and well formed, a.nd his ' coiinte-nance 
■of the cast of an ancient statue; yet his appearance was 
Tendered strange and somewhat uncouth, by convulsive cramps, 

■ by the scars of that distemper which it waS' once imagined the 
royal touch could cure, and by a slovenly mode of dress. He 
■had the use only of one eye; yet so much does mind govern, 
and even supply the deficiency of organs, that his visual per- 

■ ceptions, as far as they extended, were uncommonly quick and 
accurate. So morbid was his temperament, that he never 
. 'knew the natural joy of a free and vigorous use of his limbs : 

: when he walked, it was like the struggling gait of one ■in fetters ; 
..when.he rode, he had no - command or direction ' of his horse, 

: but was carried as: if in. a balloon. . That with his co,nsti'tiitioi,i 
"•and. habits of life he should have . lived seventy-five years, . is a 
proof that an inherent viviia vis is a powerful presen^ative of 
the human frame. 

prevent any misconception on this subject, Mr, Malone, by whom these lines were 
obligingly communicated, requests me to add the following remark : 

■: yia,. justice, to the. late -Mr. -Flood,' now himself wanting, and highly m:eritin.g, .an 
epitaph from his country, to which his transcendent talents did the highe.st honour, as 
well as^the most important service ; it should be observed, that these lines were by iso 
means intended as a regular monumental inscription for Dr, Johnson. Had he under- 
taken to write an appropriate and discriminative epitaph for that excellent and extra- 
ordinary man, those who Iniew Mr. Flood's vigour of mind, wdil have no doubt that he 
wpuld^ have produced one worthy of bis Jllustrious subject. But the fact was merely 
this ; in Dec.^ 1789, after a large subscription had been mad.e frr Dr. Johnson’s nionu- 
ment, to which Mr. Flood liberally contributed, h!r. Malone happened to call on him at 
his house, in Bemers-street, and the conversation turning on the proposed monument, 
Mr. Slalone maintained that the epitaph, by whomsoever it should be written, ought to 
be in Latin. Mr. Flood thought differently. The next morning, in the postscript to a 
note on another subject, he mentioned that he continued of the same opinion as on the 
preceding day, and .subjoined the lines above given." 

2 As I do not see any reason to give a different character of my illustrious friend now, 
from what I formerly gave, the greatest part of the sketch of him in my ** Journal of a 
Tour to the Hebride.s, is here adopted. 
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Man iSj in general, made tip of contradictory qualities ; and 
these will ever .shew themselves' in strange succession, ' where a 
consistency in appearance at least, if not reality, has not been 
attained by long habits of philosophical discipline. In propor- 
tion to the native vigour of the mind, the contradictory quali- 
ties will be., the more prominent, ■ and more difficult to ■ be ■ 
adjusted; and, therefore, we are not to wonder, .that Johnson' 
exhibited an eminent example of this remark which I have 
•made upon human nature. At different times, he seemed a 
.diffeieiit, .mail,, in. some respects ; not, 'however, in any great or 
essentiai, aiticle, upon which he had fully" employed hiS' mind, 
and .settled .certain principles of duty, but only in his manners, 
..and' in .the display of argument and .fancy inffis talk."' He was 
prone .to superstition, .but not to .■ credulity. ■ ■ Though hk 
■imagination might incline.him to a belief of the marvellous and 
the mysterious, his vigorous reason examined the evidence with 
jealousy. .He . was a sincere and zealous . Ghristian, of high 
Church-of-Eiiglaiid and monarchical principles, which he would 
not tamely suffer to' be questioned ; and had, perhaps, at an 
'ea.riy period, ■ narrowed his mind somewhat too much, both as 
to. religio.!! .and^ politicks. ^ His being impressed .vdt'h the danger 
of extreme^' latitude in either, though he was of . a very inde- 
pendent spiri't, occasioned his appearing somewhat unfavour- 
able to 'tlie pu'evalence of that noble- freedom of sentiment which 
is the best possession of man. Nor can it be denied, that he 
had ' many prejudices; which, however, frequently suggested 
many of his pointed sayings, that rather .shew a " playfulness of 
fa2icy than any settled malignity. He was steady and inflexible 
in maintaining the obligations of religion and morality ; both 
from a regard for the order of society, and from a veneration 
for the Great Source of all order ; correct, nay stem in his 
taste ; hard to please, and easily offended ;. impetuous and" 
irritable in his temper, but of a most humane and benevolent 
heart, ^ which shewed itself not only in a most liberal charity, as 
far as his circumstances would allow, but in a thousand instances 
of active benevolence. He was afflicted with, a bodily 
disease, which made him often restless and fretful ; and with a 
constitutional paelancholy, the clouds of which darkened the 
brightness of his fancy, and gave a gloomy cast to his whole 

^ In the ** Olla PonRiDA," a collection of Essays published at Oxford, there is an 
admirable paper upon the character of Johnson written by the Reverend Dr, Horne, the 
late excellent Bishop of Norwich. The following passage is eminently happy : — “ To- 
reject wisdom, because the person of him who communicates - it is uncoath, and his man- 
ners are inelegar.t ; — what is itj, but to throw away a pine-apple, and assign for a reason 
the roughness of its coat ? " 
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course of thinking : we, therefore, ought not to wonder at liis 
sallies of impatience and passion at any time ; especially when 
provoked by obtrusive ignorance, or presuming petulance ; and 
allowance must be made for his uttering hasty and satirical 
sallies even against his best friends. And, surely, when it is 
considered, that, “amidst sickness and sorrow,*^ he exerted bis 
faculties in so many works for the benefit of mankind, and par- 
ticularly that he atchieved the great and admirable Dictionary 
of our language, we must be astonished at bis resolution. The 
solemn text, “ of him to whom much is given, inucii will be 
required,” seems to have been ever present to his mirjd, in a 
rigorous sense, and to have made him dissatisfied with Ills 
labours and acts of goodness, however comparatively great ; so 
that the unavoidable consciousness of his superiority was, in 
that respect,, a cause of disquiet. He suffered so. niiich, trom. 
this, and from the gloom which perpetually haunted him,.: and 
..made solitude frightful, that it may be. said of him, “ If . irr this 
life .only he had hope, he was of all men most mise.rable:.”. He 
loved praise, when it was brought to him; but. was too proud 
to .seek for it.^ He was .somewhat susceptible of flattery. .. As 
he^ was general and unconfined in his studies, he cannot be con- 
sidered as master of any one particular science; but he had ac- 
cumulated a vast and various collecibn of leamhig and kiic-w- 
.ledge,. which was so arranged in his mind, as to Ice ever: in 
readiness to be brought forth. But his superiority over other 
learned men consisted chieily in what may be called the art of 
thinking, the art of^ using his mind ; a certain continual power 
of seizing the useful substance of all that he knew, and exhibiting 
it in a dear and forcible manner; so that knowledge, which we 
often see to be no better than lumber in men of dulbiirider- 
standing, was, in him, true, evident,, and actual wisdom. His 
moral precepts are practical ; for they are dravrn from an inti- 
mate acquaintance with human nature. Bis maxims carry 
conviction; for they are founded on the basis of common 
sense, and a very attentive and minute survey of real life. Kis 
mind was so full of imagery, that be might have been per- 
petually a poet ; yet it is remarkable, that, however rich his prose 
is in this respect, his poetical pieces, in general, have not much 
of that splendour, but are rather distinguished by strong senti- 
ment, and acute observation, conveyed in harmonious and 
energetick verse, particularly in heroick couplets. Though 
usually grave, and even awful in his deportment, he possessed 
uncommon and peculiar powers of wit and humour : he fre- 
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q[iieiitly indulged Hniself. In.. collo<|iiiar pleasantry^ and the 
heartiest merriment., was ..often., enjoyed in his company ^ with this" 
.^eat: ad vantage, that, as it was entirely, free from any poisonGus 
tincture, of vice^or impiety, it ' was salutary to those who shared 
in, it. . He had. acciistonied himself to such accuracy in' 'his 
cominon conversation,^ that, he at all times expressed -his 
thoughts, with great force, and an elegant choice of language, 
the efiect .of which was aided by .his having a loud voice, and 
a slow deliberate utterance. In him' were united a most logical 
heap, with.'.a most, fertile imagination, ■ which gave him ^ an extra- 
ordinary:, advantage, in arguing : for he could reason close' or 
wide, as .. .he saw best for the moment. Exulting in his intel- 
lectual strength tmd dexterity, he could, when he pleased, be 
the .greatest sophist that ever contended in the lists of declama- 
tion ; and, from a spirit of contradiction, and a delight in 
shewing his powers, he would often maintain the wrong side 
with equal wwmth. and ingenuity ; so that, when there was an 
audience, his real opinions could seldom be gathered from his 
talk .though when he was in company with a single friend, he 
“would discuss a subject with genuine fairness ^ but he was too 
conscientious to make errour permanent and ' pernicious, by 
deliberately wr.itiB.g it; and, in all his num.erous works, he' 


me'- noDie ana ma£;cersj ossiorian describes at bis seat near Oxford Such an immense. ■ 

, cej?;Sof wit, such a so-hdity of judgement, so infinite a fancy, bound in by .a' most logical 
ratiocipation.—His acquamtence^ was cultivated by the most polite and accurate men, so' 

„ that hi$:00us'e way an University m less volume, whither they came, not so much for 
repose as study, and to examine and refiue those grosser propositions, w'hich laziness and 
consent 'laade current m conversation/’ .. 

myh\acconnt of quoted as exceedingly applicable to 'the^ great 

subject of this work,-~“ His illustrious friends erected a very glorious monument to him in 
the. col ectipn .entitied. Mfena^atm. 1 hose who .judge of things aright, will confess that 
this collection IS very proi>er to shew the extent of genius and^ learning which was the ^ 
diaracterofMwiage. A i may behold to say, that gxceikni w&rks ke jhi^s^^ed 
ttfih mi dtshn^r.sk ktmfrmi other iearfied men so advaniageously &s tkU. ’to publish 
books of great learning, to make Greek and I^tin verses exceedingly well turned, is not 
3, common talent, I own ; neither is it extremely rare. It is incomparably more difficult 
' to find rocn who can furnish discourse about an infinite' number of things, and who 'can 
diversify them an hundred ways. How many authours, are there, who are admired for 
Iheir works, on account of the vast learning that is displayed in them, who 'are not- able to-- 
su, stain a conversation. Those tvho know Menage only by his books, might think he 
resemhied those learned men : but if you show the Menagia-na,' -you distinguish Mm from 
them, and make him known by a talent which is given to very few learned men. There it 
appears that he was a man ivho spoke off-hand a thousand good things. His memory 
extended to what was ancient and modern ; to the court and to the city *, to the dead and 
10 the living languages ; to things serious and things jocose ; in a word, to a thousand' 
sorts of subjects. That which appeared a trifle to some readers of the Menagtana^ who ■ 
did not con.sider circumstances, caused admiration in other'- readers, who minded the 
difference betw-een what a man speaks without preparation, and that which he prepares for 
the press. And, therefore, we cannot sufficiently commend the care which his illustrious 
friends took to erect a monument so capable of giving him :immorUl glory. They were 
not obliged to rectify what they had heard him say ; for, in $0 doing, they had not been 
laithful nistoriaiis of his con vemtion/* 
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earnestly inculcated what appeared to him to be the truth; 
his piety being constant, and the ruling principle of all his 
conduct 

Such was Samuel Johnson, a man whose talents, acquire- 
ments, and virtues w^ere so extraordinaiy, tliat the more his 
character Js, considered,' the more he will be regru-ded by the 
present age, and by posterity, with admiration and reverence. 
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